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by Jack R. Johnson

MANY parables and analogies have 
been drawn over the years from 

the tragic sinking of the R.M.S. Titanic. 
Th e disaster has provided object les-
sons in humility vs pride, wisdom vs 
foolishness, courage vs cowardice, the 
relative value of money, and the brevity 
and uncertainty of life. 

The colossal ship that “God Himself 
could not sink” was very eff ectively sunk 
by men – who arrogantly steamed at full 
speed through dangerous waters on a 
moonless night, even though the lookouts 
did not have their binoculars with them 
(the only pair had been locked up and the 
keys had been lost).

A much broader analogy can be made, 
however, as we compare the Titanic story 
with the Bible’s prophetic picture of the 
end times, and mankind’s coming day of 
reckoning.

Like many aboard the ill-fated ocean 
liner, multitudes today eat, drink, party 
and plan for an earthly future, unaware 
of the danger that lies just ahead. Just 
as the faithful wireless operators of a 
neighbouring vessel dutifully warned the 
Titanic’s offi  cers of icebergs which had 
been sighted, so faithful Christians have 

warned this generation of the Bible’s de-
scription of the perils to come just before 
the return of Jesus Christ, and how they 
are ominously refl ected in current world 
events.

And as Titanic’s wireless operators 
rudely dismissed the ice warnings and told 
the operator on the other ship to “Shut 
up!” (Titanic had paying customer’s mes-
sages to relay!), many today ignore Biblical 
warnings as unwarranted paranoia, and 
its messengers as fanatical pests interfer-
ing in their business. Titanic’s hull was 
compromised by the collision with the 
iceberg, and mankind’s eternal future has 
also been doomed by compromise with 
the cold, hard reality of sin.

In the James Cameron film Titanic, 
Captain Smith asks ship builder Th omas 
Andrews about pumps keeping the vessel 
afl oat. “Pumps buy you time, but minutes 
only,” Andrews tells him. “From this mo-
ment, no matter what we do, Titanic will 
founder.” Millions today either work for 
or support humanitarian and social min-
istries to better the planet and the human 
condition, but, relatively speaking, this 
will “buy us time, but minutes only.” 

Does this mean that these good works 
should be abandoned? Of course not! Yet 

such eff orts need to be kept in their Bibli-
cal perspective. Th ey will not prevent the 
fulfi lment of God’s prophetic word.

Th e lifeboats were the salvation of the 
Titanic survivors. No one who remained 
outside a lifeboat survived. Jesus Christ 
is the eternal “Lifeboat” for all who will 
trust and receive Him by faith. Th e great 
diff erence is that He has enough room for 
all who wish to come! 

“All who the Father gives Me shall come 
to me; and he who comes to Me I will in 
no way cast out (John 6:37).” “Jesus an-
swered, ‘I am the way and the truth and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through Me (John 14:6.)’”

Th e majority of the passengers and crew 
of the Titanic perished. Jesus said that 
the majority of mankind will perish and 
suff er eternally because of rejecting His 
off er of Salvation (Luke 13:23-24). Th ey 
will blindly “party on” until it’s too late, 
or they will seek to save themselves and 
others by their own futile eff orts. 

Only those in the Lifeboat of Christ will 
be saved for all eternity. Have you “got 
in?” Don’t miss the boat! “But as many as 
received Him, to them gave He power to 
become the sons of God, even to them that 
believe on His Name (John 1:12).”

Titanic 
and the Apocalypse
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by Peter Pollock

WHEN you read or recite some-
thing over and over, the repeti-

tion and consequent familiarity tends 
to ensure that the words lose their 
meaning and impact. 

Psalm 23 falls into this category! We read 
it so often. We sing it so often. Most know 
it off by heart. And so it has been taken for 
granted, almost rendered meaningless. 

Then the Holy Spirit, that great pro-
tector and promoter of God’s Word, 
opportunely prompted me to take time 
out and have a good solid re-look at this 
averred psalm. And guess what? It blew 
my mind! 

Indeed, that is what makes the Bible so 
different from anything else in the world. 
It never ceases to be alive and overflowing 
with God’s great wisdom and awesome 
presence!

Volumes have been written about Psalm 
23 and I am not going to try re-inventing 
the wheel, but it was verse 4 that drew my 
undivided and overwhelming attention.

Even though I walk through the valley 
of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil. 
Thy rod and thy staff comfort me. Those 
were the two sentences that really grabbed 
me!

The valley of the 
shadow of death

Like it or not, life is about walking 
through the valley of the shadow of death. 
Thanks to Adam and Eve it is the tragic 
truth. When God originally made Adam 
and Eve, the Bible tells us that He was 
pleased with what he had created. 

Made in His image, man consisted of 
mind, body and spirit. The mind was the 
soul, the body/flesh, was the container, 
the earthen vessel that we inhabit and 
the spirit, of course, was the image of 
God in us. 

The Bible tells us that God is Spirit and 
therefore it was through the spirit that 
God had a relationship with Adam and 
Eve. And it was this spiritual aspect that 
made man superior to all the other crea-

tions on earth. Like it or not, only man has 
the spiritual aspect, and animals do not!

God also ordained that man should have 
his own will. Having given him dominion 
of all, God did not want man just to be a 
worshipping robot but rather to be able 
to decide even about God Himself! Man’s 
own will and self-determination would 
have been meaningless had God not pro-
vided the opportunity to test it. 

So He told Adam that there was one 
major issue. He was not to eat of the fruit 
of the tree of life. If he did that, God 
promised Adam he would surely die. And 
we all know what happened! The devil 
tempted Eve and they both succumbed 
and died. But it was not death of the mind 
or body, but much more importantly, of 
the spirit. 

Underlined obviously is the fact that the 
only death of any consequence is spiritual 
death – because if God truly is sovereign 
creator of all, and He is Spirit, then it 
certainly does make sense that if we are 
separated from Him spiritually we are 
truly dead. 

Therefore from the eternal perspective, 
it matters not that we can breathe and 
think, walk and talk, when we are dead 
spiritually.

Separation from God, therefore, makes 
death such a huge issue. To die “separated” 
ensures an eternity in hell and damnation 
and that is not something to be taken 
lightly. 

The Bible tells us that Jesus conquered 
death. That simply means that by re-
opening the spiritual link with God for 
all us, He has enabled men and women to 
restore their spiritual link with God while 
we are still living here on earth and then 
be assured that at our physical death our 
spirit/soul will go straight to heaven! 

That is what happens when we get “born 
again”. When we repent of our sin, turn 
from our wicked ways and die to self, it’s 
then that Jesus truly becomes Lord of our 
lives and this opens the way for eternity 
with Him.

It was the act of rebellion/disobedi-

ence on the part of Adam and Eve that 
turned the wonderful Garden of Eden 
into the valley of the shadow of death. 
Yes, death now became a huge problem. 
Worse still, the devil was now in charge 
of the world! 

Simply, what happened when man suc-
cumbed to the devil’s temptations was 
that Adam and Eve, in dying spiritually, 
immediately lost the wisdom and protec-
tion of God and opened themselves up 
to the only other influence around – the 
devil. 

He who controls man 
controls the world

The devil was then able to manipulate 
and control man. And that tragically 
ensured that the devil could control the 
world, because God had put man in 
charge. So, whoever controls man does in 
fact control the world! 

You just have to open your newspapers 
each day and watch the TV news chan-
nels to see who is in charge. Outside God, 
death does have a sting! And, like it or 
not, the devil has an incredibly powerful 
influence.

Yes, and that is why we are walking 
through the valley of the shadow of death. 
To all intents and purposes life is, in fact, a 
funeral march! We are born dead spiritu-
ally thanks to Adam and unless we make 
a decision for Jesus while we are living, we 
die dead spiritually. 

Someone once asked me how you get to 
hell. The answer? Very simple! Just keep 
walking! 

Indeed, life here on earth is not a “cake-
walk.” Evil and godlessness abound and 
man’s inhumanity to man daily sinks to 
new depths. 

But the psalmist tells us that though all 
around we see great distress and suffering, 
we will fear no evil. Certainly it does not 
mean that evil will not abound and con-
front us. Here on earth it is a battleground. 
It’s a war zone! It is a spiritual spider web! 
The Kingdom of darkness is very real. 

We are, as believers, foreigners and al-

Thy rod & Thy staff
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iens. God’s Kingdom is not of this world 
as we note in John 17 where Jesus “prayed 
not for this world” but for his church, its 
influence, its unity and its fruit. Psalm 
91 also confirms that thousands will fall 
around you but that you should not be 
intimidated. Most assuredly believers 
will get taken out or suffer physically and 
materially, but they will not fear. In other 
words they will not submit. They will not 
give up. 

The Bible tells us that we are overcom-
ers and that suggests most definitely 
that there is something to overcome! 
More than conquerors 
indicates a bit more than 
the physical as we refuse to 
compromise and follow up 
on the inheritance of the 
early disciples, the huge 
majority of whom were 
martyred.

And what does God offer 
for comfort? Thy rod and 
thy staff! That hit me like 
a thunderbolt A “rhema” 
word. Revelation! Most 
definitely a sermon, a word 
in season, right there.

And so to a walk through 
Hebrew definitions and 
we emerge with the rod 
being God’s Word and the 
staff, His spirit. I shall not 
want and God comforts 
me with his rod and staff. 

Some might immediately 
respond to the rod and 
staff suggesting beating 
the sheep into submis-
sion. But the rod and staff 
represent God’s provision 
and protection for us, and 
most importantly, these 
two symbolically repre-
sent His complete nurtur-
ing process. 

Just as God is love, mercy, forgiveness, 
discipline and judgment all at the same 
time, so is His rod and staff the complete 
process for His sheep.

We are so inclined, as we teach and ana-
lyse God’s Word, to break everything up 
into facets and concentrate on these one 
at a time. But we need to understand that 
in God’s truth it is all the facets operating 
all the time! 

The rod and the staff were ALL the 
shepherd HAD to care for his flock. More 
important, it was ALL he NEEDED to 

look after His flock God’s way.
The rod is God’s Word! It is His anointed 

Word and here it’s key to understand that 
there is a difference between the letter of 
the law and the spirit. In other words there 
is a huge disparity between the Word just 
written in black and white on a sheet of 
paper and the anointed Word! 

In Isaiah we are told that God’s Word 
from His mouth never returns void. All 
too often we forget “from His mouth.” 
Anointing ensures great strength, power, 
authority and completeness, stressing that 
it is all we need. 

Phillip Keller writes: “The rod is a 
weapon of power, authority and defence. 
It can retain effective control of the flock 
in every situation.” Keller further states 
that “the rod is the spoken word. As with 
Moses it carried the authority of divin-
ity, the convicting power and irrefutable 
impact of thus says the Lord.” 

It provides God’s absolute truth. As such 
it inspires, encourages, motivates and is 
also used to discipline and correct way-
ward sheep. It is used to draw sheep back 
into the fold and its constant correction 

provides constant comfort. It is above all, 
a tool of discipline and yet never represents 
tyrannical authority. 

The rod is used to examine and prune, 
to count and number the sheep and it 
provides protection from danger. 

Its frontline purpose is to be used as a 
weapon. The Word is a weapon. We are in 
a battle! We are up against a foe, an enemy 
and without protection we are sitting 
ducks, lambs to the proverbial slaughter. 
In the end times, and we are most defi-
nitely right there, without God’s word we 
are suckers for deception. The devil is like 

a roaring lion, says the 
Bible. And shepherds did 
deal with roaring lions. 
Believe it!

Keller adds: “Seeing the 
rod was a great assurance 
for the sheep. What a 
comfort to have a clear 
authoritative voice.”

The staff is equally 
yoked with the rod. The 
staff works along with 
the rod. It’s the Spirit! It 
is the comforter. Keller: 
“The Staff draws together 
an intimate relationship. 
It lifts the newborn cub 
to her mother and as 
such the staff ensures 
that there is no odour 
of human hands.” How 
interesting!  Huma n 
hands bring a stench. It 
is always the human fac-
tor that undermines and 
disrupts God’s flock. Lay 
off God’s sheep!

God’s sheep do need 
prodding and guiding 
but His sheep hear His 
voice, and in fact know 
the hook and love the 
hook. They know it is 
for their protection and 

comfort and this is most reassuring. The 
hook also reaches out and draws indi-
vidual sheep closer to the shepherd and 
pulls in the shy and timid ones!

God’s rod and staff do comfort. Without 
them we would be without direction and 
easy prey. The rod and staff enables us to 
walk through the valley of the shadow of 
death and fear no evil for absolutely noth-
ing can stand against the power of God’s 
Word and the comfort of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen and amen! 
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by Jeff Colón

IT was May 4, 1991. The sky was 
painted a heavenly blue and accented 

with lazy white clouds. The early spring 
foliage was a rich green, and even the 
air seemed fresh and clean in New York 
City that morning. It was the beauti-
ful, pristine kind of day couples dream 
about for their marriage ceremony. 

Rose, my wife-to-be, stood hand in hand 

with me at the altar. As we expressed our 
wedding vows to one another, I looked 
into her eyes and I could see the same 
bright hopefulness and expectation that 
every bride has on her wedding day.

Her hopes were anchored in the belief 
that I would love and cherish her and 
meet her needs. She had expectations 
that I would provide and care for her, and 
give her a life of happiness with abundant 

blessings. Isn’t that what we all expect 
from our marriage? Isn’t our mate sup-
posed to complete and fulfil us, and to 
make all of our dreams come true? Isn’t 
that how all of the storybook romances 
end, and shouldn’t we, too, expect to live 
happily ever after?

Nevertheless, it only took a few weeks 
before our fairy tale crumbled as my 12-
year history of sexual sin and drug abuse 
resurfaced…

Internet pornography and sexual sin 
has flourished in the Church in recent 
years, destroying innumerable marriages 
in the process. In an online poll of 10 000 
Christians conducted by Focus on the 
Family several years ago, 47% stated that 
pornography had been a problem in their 
home. No doubt this onslaught of sexual 
sin has played a part in the fact that the 
divorce rate within Christian homes is 
hovering around 50%  – about the same 
as the rest of America. 

Commenting on this phenomenon, 
Barna Project director Meg Flammang 
said: “We would love to be able to report 
that Christians are living very distinct 
lives and impacting the community, but in 
the area of divorce rates they continue to 
be the same.” Christians divorcing at the 
same rate as unbelievers? Is it possible that 
we can do no better than the unbelieving 
world in dealing with our problems?

My own marriage could have easily 
become one of those statistics. Rose had 
every reason to divorce me, and she most 
certainly would have if God had not in-
tervened and performed a miracle. 

That was over 15 years ago. Since then, I 
have been privileged to witness countless 
marriages lifted from the ash heap and 
transformed into beautiful representa-
tions of God’s love and forgiveness. That’s 
what can happen when both husband and 
wife live in repentance and appropriate 
God’s tremendous promises for their 
lives. 

Building Blocks 
of Restoration

In his book, At the Altar of Sexual 
Idolatry, Steve Gallagher wrote, “The 
beatitudes contain all that is involved 
in the process of transformation. Those 
seven verses, Matthew 5:3-9, describe how 
a person is prepared for repentance, how it 
unfolds, and the life that accompanies it.” 
In the same way that those seven blessings 
provide a road to spiritual recovery for a 

Dealing With the 
Aftermath of Sexual Sin
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life ruined by sin, so too they provide a 
blueprint for the restoration of a marriage 
devastated by sin. Let’s take a cursory look 
at how this process unfolds.

Before this rebuilding process can begin, 
there must first be a solid foundation. 
Thus this building project must begin 
with poverty of spirit. God must bring 
both spouses to an end of their own re-
sources, abilities and strengths in order to 
accomplish His work in their lives. It is as 
they stand empty-handed at the foot of the 
Cross, that He is able to begin the work of 
rebuilding their lives and marriage.

The first place the Lord begins this mar-
vellous restorative work is teaching each 
spouse how to focus on his or her own fail-
ures, rather than on those of their mate. 
This awareness of one’s sinfulness brings 
about a sense of godly sorrow: blessed are 
those who mourn. 

As each spouse acknowledges and 
repents over their own sin, they be-
come compassionate toward their mate’s 
struggles. This new camaraderie further 
strengthens the foundation within the 
marital relationship.

Sinful behaviour, and the marital prob-
lems that result from it, are ultimately 
rooted in a lack of submission to God’s 
authority. But the repentance that comes 
about through godly sorrow humbles the 
person into a state of meekness: a subjec-
tion of one’s will to the will of Another. As 
both spouses begin to obey and to actually 
live God’s Word, a new atmosphere fills 
their home. Mutual support and camara-
derie replace the selfishness, defensiveness 
and finger-pointing.

Inevitably, meekness begets a hunger 
for righteousness. As the couple grows in 
their desire to please God, Christ is able 
to reign in the centre of the marriage. 
This new mindset will cause the couple 
to “seek first the kingdom of God and His 
righteousness.” 

Couples will need to examine their pri-
orities in life, including how they invest 
their time and resources. God can only 
bless a marriage that is in line with His 
desires. Ultimately, a marriage can only 
glorify God when both spouses hunger 
and thirst to be like Jesus.

It is the merciful who are promised 
mercy from God. Most marital problems 
arise from a selfish preoccupation with 
one’s own rights and desires. However, 
the process of repentance found in the 
Beatitudes brings people into the love 
of God, and this is especially true in the 

marriage setting. Consequently, rather 
than each spouse settling into a selfish 
preoccupation with their own rights and 
desires, they both learn to consider the 
needs of the other. 

“It is more blessed to give than to re-
ceive,” said Jesus (Acts 20:34). One of 
those blessings is that the more each mate 
shows mercy to the other, the more they 
are sure to receive in return.

By this point in the process, another 
fruit of repentance, purity of heart, will 
emerge. Not only will the pure in heart 
see God, as the beatitude promises, but 
they will also enjoy freedom from control-
ling sin. The effects of habitual sin on the 
marriage are deep and pervasive. As both 
spouses proceed through the process of 
repentance, however, sinful attitudes are 
exposed in the Light. 

Issues that are buried deep within the 
heart come to the surface and are dealt 
with. Little by little their hearts will be-
come purified and they will gain a greater 
sight of God. What is happening in their 
individual hearts will also be expressed in 
the marriage.

Finally, as a couple allows the first six 
spiritual truths to be worked into them, 
this last beatitude simply arises as the 
culmination of all the others in God’s 
transforming process. The closer a person 
comes to Christ, the more he or she will 
become what Jesus called a peacemaker. 
Where once strife and disunity permeated 
the marriage, the couple is now able to 
reconcile differences and enjoy godly com-
munication with each other. Harmony in 
the marital relationship is the crowning 
fruit of a life of repentance.

Following the Map
Sometimes when we come to God for 

help, His answers are not what we want to 
hear. There were times the Pharisees were 
so frustrated with Jesus’ answers that they 
were ready to kill Him. It takes humility 
to hear and receive a “hard word.” Most 
couples who have come to Rose and me for 
counselling through the years have come 
expressly looking for solutions to their 
marital problems. 

Many times, however, what we tell them 
doesn’t sit well with them. Some couples 
are interested only in a temporal fix for 
their marriage while God is interested in 
building His kingdom.

In order to overcome the issues and ob-
stacles that lie ahead, you have to commit 
yourself to doing things God’s way. Rose 

and I have been counselling for nearly 15 
years and are still amazed at the level of 
resistance we face from Christians who 
claim to believe the Word of God. 

In spite of the fact that our counselling 
is all based in Scripture, it is amazing how 
often people respond with statements like, 
“God wouldn’t expect me to do that,” or 
“That’s not what Dr So-and-So wrote in 
his book.” Still others protest, “You don’t 
understand what I have been through.” 

It grieves me to hear these kinds of re-
sponses, because I know these people are 
only evading and prolonging what God 
needs to do for them.

Sometimes professing Christians look 
at the words of Jesus and conclude that 
they are either too hard to follow, or too 
simple to work. Nevertheless, they are the 
words of the One who spoke the universe 
into existence. He is the One who sustains 
all things by His Word; the One who is 
the wisdom of God; the One who is the 
way, the truth and the life; and the One 
who will bring all things into judgement. 
What could be more important than 
conforming our lives and marriages to 
His Word? Whose opinion can we regard 
above His? 

To put it bluntly, marriages fail because 
people are unwilling to conform their lives 
to God’s Word. I can tell you that if Rose 
was determined to take the easy route, we 
would have ended up in the divorce court. 
There was even a time when I thought 
divorce was the preferable route. Restor-
ing a marriage is difficult, and the work of 
restoration nearly always goes against the 
grain of our natural tendencies. Winning 
this battle requires people to consistently 
do things that are uncomfortable.

Yet, if Rose and I had not followed the 
principles outlined here, we would not be 
where we are today. When we were simply 
trying to obey the Lord, we had no idea 
how He would one day use us to help oth-
ers. We only knew that we needed to be 
conformed into the likeness of Jesus.

The marriages that we have seen make 
it through this process are the ones where 
the couples have embraced the Cross. 
Please, beloved reader, keep an open mind 
and a willing heart from the outset; God is 
calling you to something better than what 
you can imagine.
Jeff Colón is a minister of the Assemblies of God. 
He has served as the campus pastor and residential 
program director since 1996, and is the President at 
Pure Life Ministries.
Copyright 2009 www.purelifeministries.org. All 
rights reserved.
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Do you 
love 

Me more 
than these?
by Helen Gardiner

A SUBJECT which is very much on 
the heart of God in these days is 

the issue of intimacy and first love. It is 
of vital importance that we know God 
and are known by Him. We learn from 
Scripture even that some people will 
ultimately be rejected by God because 
they are workers of iniquity of whom Je-
sus says, “I never knew you” – and these 
are even those who have done works for 
Him (Matthew 7:21-23).

Now intimacy, depth or lack thereof, 
is very much dependent on whether or 
not Jesus Christ is your first love. First 
love means that you love Jesus more than 
anyone else or anything else; more, too, 
than you love yourself. 

In Luke 14:26, Jesus says, “If anyone 
comes to Me and does not hate his father 
and mother, wife and children, brothers 
and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he 
cannot be My disciple.” In the light of 
Jesus’ second commandment, we come 
to understand that Jesus is saying here 
that our love for Him has to surpass other 
loves.

Writing to the Church in Ephesus, in 
Revelation 2:4, Jesus says, “Nevertheless 
I have this against you, that you have left 
your first love. Remember therefore from 
where you have fallen, repent and do the 
first works, or else I will come to you 
quickly and remove your lamp stand from 
its place – unless you repent.”

Let’s look at another well-known pas-
sage, John 21:15-17: 

“So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus 
said to Simon Peter, ‘Simon, son of Jonah, 
do you love Me more than these?’

“He said to Him, ‘Yes Lord; You know 
that I love You.’

“He said to him, ‘Feed My lambs.’
“He said to him again a second time, 

‘Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?’
“He said to Him, ‘Yes, Lord; You know 

that I love You.’
“He said to him, ‘Tend My sheep.’
“He said to him the third time, ‘Simon, 

son of Jonah, do you love Me?’
“Peter was grieved because He said to 

him the third time, ‘Do you love Me?’
“And he said to Him, ‘Lord, You know 

all things; You know that I love You.’
“Jesus said to him, ‘Feed My sheep.’”
Much can be drawn out of this passage, 

but, right now there is only one point I 
want to make… Jesus asks Simon Peter 
whether He (Jesus) is Peter’s first love. 
(“Do you love me more than these?”) 
When he answers Him in the affirma-
tive, Jesus gives Him the precious and 
privileged commissioning, to tend and 
feed His sheep and lambs. 

More true & pure
I believe our first love for God is a pre-

requisite for commissioning, especially for 
the five-fold ministries of apostle, prophet, 
teacher, evangelist and pastor. Love for 
God, first and foremost, will make His 
ministers more true and pure.

Basilea Schlink, in her book, My All 
For Him, wrote: “Jesus’ pressing question 
is always this: Who is more loved – He 
or our ego, people or things? That is why 
Jesus always begins His call on our lives, 
with the invitation, ‘For My Sake,’ ‘Be-

cause you love Me more than anyone or 
anything else.’”

Says Schlink, “This invitation to relin-
quish everything else for His sake is pos-
sible only for the soul who loves in a bridal 
manner. For a bride it is a foregone con-
clusion that the Bridegroom commands: 
‘Leave your home, your occupation, now 
leave your native land. Come with Me!’ 

“For those who are not brides, these 
words often prove an offence and annoy-
ance, but love, however, wants to give all 
and to sacrifice for the Beloved. For love, 
the element of life is – sacrifice.”

Now sometimes, it seems, women are 
more able to move into this bridal love. 
To some men, especially those who are 
fleshly, it seems awkward. Bear in mind, 
however, when we look at the New Testa-
ment, we find women pouring their love 
upon Jesus, at His feet more often; but 
John, the beloved disciple, leaned upon 
His breast (John 13:25).

So Jesus asked Simon Peter, “Do you love 
Me more than these?” And He asks us the 
same question.

In the Kingdom, it is very much a case of 
the measure we use in loving Him, is the 
measure He uses in loving us.
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Basilea Schlink, writing prophetically, as 
if Jesus is speaking, says, “Only if you love 
Me more than anything else will you come 
to know My love. I do not waste My love 
on those who only give Me a little love, 
who give Me only a divided love. I do not 
reveal My heart to them. I do not pour out 
My love and the benefits of My love – even 
earthly gifts – on them. 

“They will not come to know how I 
repay a hundredfold what they gave Me. 
I cannot fully bestow on them My love 
and My gifts. I will only reveal myself to 
him who really loves me. His whole heart 
will be filled with heavenly bliss – even 
in the midst of suffering – because I, the 
King of heaven, Love itself, have come to 
dwell in him.”

Countless people down through the 
ages, and today also, have found this ex-
perience to be true.

It is also true that a number of people 
find intimacy with God during times of 
suffering…

Let’s reflect on Song of Songs 5:2, where 
the Shulamite woman writes: “He knocks, 
saying, ‘Open for me, my sister, my love, 
My dove, my perfect one; for My head is 
covered with dew, My locks with the drops 
of the night.’”

Reading on from verse 3 through to 5, 
the Shulamite says, “I have taken off my 
robe; how can I put it on again? I have 
washed my feet; how can I defile them? 
My Beloved put His hand by the latch of 
the door, and my heart yearned for Him. 
I arose to open for my Beloved, and my 
hands dripped with myrrh, my fingers 
with liquid myrrh, on the handles of the 
lock.’” Myrrh is synonymous with suffer-
ing and death.

Mary’s encounter 
with Jesus

For me, one of the most powerful pas-
sages of Scripture pertaining to intimacy 
is John 20:14-16, which is about Mary 
Magdalene’s encounter with Jesus after 
His death…

“Now when she had said this, she turned 
around and saw Jesus standing there, and 
did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said 
to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? 
Whom are you seeking?’

“She, supposing Him to be the gardener, 
said to Him, ‘Sir, if You have carried Him 
away, tell me where You have laid Him, 
and I will take Him away.’

“Jesus said to her, ‘MARY!’
“She turned and said to Him, ‘Rabboni!’ 

(which is to say, Teacher).”

It was only when He spoke her name 
intimately that Mary Magdalene recog-
nised her Lord.

God wants to give us ultimately a huge 
heart of love. Because, after Him, in the 
number one spot, we are called to love oth-
ers: husbands, wives, children, the breth-
ren, neighbours, and even, our enemies.

One of the main concerns of the Holy 
Spirit in these days is the revelation of the 
fullness of Jesus Christ in His Church, in 
His Bride. Love is the key.

In Ephesians 3:17-19, Paul writes, “That 
Christ may dwell in your hearts through 
faith; that you being rooted and grounded 
in love, may be able to comprehend with 
all the saints what is the width and length 
and depth and height – to know the love 
of Christ which passes knowledge; that 
you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God.”

The apostle John, the disciple of love, and 
the great Revelator, urges fellow disciples, 
at the end of his first epistle, “Little chil-
dren, keep yourselves from idols.” An idol 
is anything or anyone we love and worship 
more than God.

We all know Psalm 91 and its wonderful 
promises, and the last few verses, espe-
cially, are so encouraging: from verse 14 
to the end: 

“Because he has set his love upon Me, 
therefore I will deliver him, I will set him 
on high, because he has known My name. 
He shall call upon Me, and I will answer 
him; I will be with him in trouble; I will 
deliver him and honour him. With long 
life I will satisfy him, and show him My 
salvation.”

There you have it: everything we could 
ever want or need. Set your love on Him 
“Do you love Me, more than these?”

Iron & the Divine fire
by Oswald J. Smith

“THE world has yet to see,” said D. L. Moody, “what God can do through 
one man wholly surrendered to Him.” Moody was anointed, but it was his 

surrendered life that made him the power he was – in other words, his daily contact 
with God, when he received a fresh anointing for each new service.

For instance, here is a fire and here is a piece of iron. Now if I want to get the iron hot 
I will have to place it near the fire. And if I want to give it an unusual experience the 
like of which it has never had before, I will plunge it suddenly into the fire and it will 
become red hot. 

But that does not meet its need of heat for all time to come. It cannot say, “Now, at last 
I have had a great experience, wonderful feelings; I am hot and hot for all time to come. 
And now everything I touch will be hot too.” And then, thinking it is self-sufficient, 
deliberately leave the fire and go out on its mission taking it for granted that all the dross 
has been burned up and it can now impart its heat wherever it goes. 

Ah, no! It will soon find itself cold again, and utterly unable to impart heat. What 
then must it do? It must remain near the fire, and only as it does will it partake of the 
heat of the fire. Only then can it impart its heat.

So it is with you, my friend. You may have a great experience. You may partake of 
the divine fire. You may have wonderful visions and revelations. But unless you are in 
daily contact with the fire of God’s presence, you will soon be cold and powerless. If 
the anointing is to remain it will necessitate daily communion and fellowship with the 
Anointer. The blessing can only be kept by constant contact with the Blesser. 

There is no easy road. I know of no experience that will last for life. The price must 
be paid. And the price in this case is daily contact with God. And that price but few 
will pay. They will seek blessings and manifestations. They will agonise and pray. They 
will look for visions and revelations. But that daily waiting on God that establishes and 
settles, they neglect.

Have you, my friend, a place to meet God? And have you a time? Or are you too busy? 
Do you observe the Morning Watch, the Quiet Hour? Is Jesus Christ real to you? Do 
you know Him? You have met Him, of course you have. You met Him when you were 
converted. 

But, do you know Him? Have you become acquainted with Him? Do you visit with 
Him regularly? What does He mean to you? I have met many people but I know only 
a few. You have to live with people to know them. It takes time to get acquainted. Do 
you take time? You must walk with God.

Does He not hunger for communion with His own? Ah, yes! And He wants to meet 
you every day. And if you are to partake of the divine fire, you will have to contact Him 
constantly, or you will grow cold. You must walk with God.
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by George H. Morrison
“Be thankful (Colossians 3:15).”

THE people to whom this was ad-
dressed were mostly people in very 

humble circumstances. Many of them 
would have been slaves. Their lot at the 
best was not a pleasant lot. Their privi-
leges were as few as their enjoyments. 
And being a Christian in a heathen city 
aggravated everything. 

Yet the singular thing is that when the 
apostle wrote to them, in such letters as 
this to the Colossians, he never seems to 
have offered them his sympathy. When 
death enters any of our homes, the mourn-
ers receive many kind letters. I have often 
wondered what fashion of a letter the 
apostle would have written in such cir-
cumstances. 

That it would have been exquisitely gra-
cious we may take for granted from all 
we know of him, but unquestionably its 
leading theme would have been praise. The 
truest sympathy sometimes is not pity. The 
truest sympathy sometimes is encourage-

ment. The hand that helps is the hand that 
points the way to new faithfulness and 
service. And so the apostle never hesitates, 
even when writing to Colossian slaves, to 
urge them to the grace of thankfulness.

In doing so he of course was calling 
them to what he himself practiced so 
magnificently. Perhaps there never was a 
more thankful heart than the heart of the 
Apostle Paul. 

Would you know, asks William Law, 
who is the greatest saint? It is not the man 
who prays most or who does most. It is the 
man who is most thankful. 

And certainly, tried by such a test, you 
might search the annals of the Christian 
church and not discover a greater saint 
than Paul. You have only to think of him 
in the prison of Philippi singing praises 
there to God at midnight to see how he 
had practiced what he preached when he 
urged the Colossians to thankfulness.

And so I would like to dwell a little on 
that most important Christian duty, and 
I begin by saying that true thankfulness 

is probably harder and rarer than we 
think. 

All of us abhor ingratitude. We speak 
of it in the severest terms. And yet as life 
goes on, we often find that the sins which 
are hardest to forgive are the sins which 
are easiest to commit. 

On one occasion our Saviour healed 
10 lepers. He healed them all and healed 
them equally. Yet of the 10, only one came 
back and showed himself a grateful man. 
And we might question without any cyni-
cism whether among all of us who name 
the Name of Christ today, even one in 10 
is truly grateful. 

Doubtless all these 10, while cursed 
as lepers, had thought that it would be 
heaven to be healed. They had pictured 
it and dreamed of it, and in their dreams 
had worshipped their deliverer. 

But among all the hours that come to us 
to test us and to reveal our hearts, there are 
few hours more penetrative than the hour 
in which we get all that we want. 

The thing we coveted was one thing. 
When we get it is another thing. It was 
so easily given. It cost so little. And, after 
all, did we not deserve it? Indeed, when we 
look around upon our fellows and see how 
many have got far more than we, is there 
any cause for gratitude at all? 

No doubt such thoughts were in the 
lepers’ hearts. No doubt they were in 
the Colossians’ hearts. And he must be 
strangely ignorant of his own heart who 
has never been conscious of that quiet 
rebellion. And that is why, over and over 
again as if calling us to what is rare and 
difficult, the Gospel exhorts you and me 
to be thankful.

Of course, in times of special mercy, 
thankfulness is an instinctive feeling. 
There are hours when it is natural to 
weep and hours when it is natural to cry 
“Thank God.” When a child is rescued 
from a burning house, when a man is res-
cued from a watery grave, when the crisis 
is past and the light of life comes back, 
as in a fever or from the surgeon’s knife, 
then in a rush of feeling from the depths, 
pure and fervent gratitude is born. And 
God, who may have been long ignored, is 
recognised again in that glad moment as 
He who wounds and yet His hands make 
whole. 

Christian friend, all such hours are 
good: but in any life such hours come very 
seldom. And it is not the rare hours that 
show the man: it is the common hours of 
common years. It takes far more than one 
exciting moment to tell you that anyone 
is really brave. And it takes far more than 
any tragic moment to tell you that anyone 
is really thankful. 

To be thankful in the sense of Scripture 

The
Thankful

Spirit
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is to be thankful every ordinary day. It is 
to bear our routine burdens cheerfully, 
to meet our common sorrows without 
murmuring. It is so to feel the hand of 
God in everything, so to acknowledge 
the ordering of His love that for us there 
is nothing common or unclean. He who is 
rarely clean is not a clean man, and he who 
is rarely thankful is not a thankful man. 

The very joy and power of this great 
grace lie in the fact that it is universal. 
And that was what mightily impressed the 
world when the Christian Gospel began 
to spread abroad; it was the wonderful 
gladness of it all.

Thankfulness, when you come to think 
of it, really depends upon our view of God. 
As is our God, so is our gratitude. If all 
that happens to us comes by chance, then 
of course no man can be grateful. Grati-
tude is not a duty then, for there is no one 
to be grateful to. Nor can gratitude ever be 
a duty if God be only a cold, distant Spirit 
who takes no personal interest in men. 

Given a heaven like that, at best, two 
duties alone are in the power of man. The 
one is fortitude to face the worst, and the 
other is resignation in the worst. And that 
is why in the pagan world the noblest gos-
pel that was known was that of fortitude 
and resignation. Then came the Gospel of 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and resignation was 
swallowed up in thankfulness. 

Their God was 
different

And it was not because their lot was 
different: it was really because their God 
was different.

They had been awakened, through their 
Lord and Saviour, to a God whose name 
and character was Love, Love that stooped 
from heaven to the cross.

Given such love, such individual love, life 
becomes a different thing at once. There is 
a loving purpose in its darkest hours; a lov-
ing watchfulness in all its ordering. And 
the moment that anyone awakes to that 
and with all his heart and soul believes in 
that, then gratitude is born. 

That is why Paul says in another passage, 
“In everything give thanks.” Not in some 
things of quite peculiar gladness, but in 
everything give thanks. For in everything 
there is the love of God; love is ordering 
and arranging everything and wills not 
that any man should perish.

The spirit of universal thankfulness was 
very conspicuous in Jesus Christ. You do 
not think of Jesus as resigned: you think 
of Jesus as rejoicing. 

There are three occasions in the life of 
Christ when you find Him giving thanks 
to God. Three times over, from the depths 

within, His thankfulness welled over into 
speech. And one has only to study these 
thanksgivings and all that is implied 
in them to realise the thankfulness of 
Jesus. 

Once He gave thanks for common 
things when He broke the loaves upon the 
mountainside. Once He gave thanks for 
ordinary people in that God had revealed 
His secret to babes. And once in the dark-
est hour of His life on that night on which 
He was betrayed, He broke forth into such 
glorious thanksgiving as none who heard 
it ever could forget. 

Think of it: on that night on which He 
was betrayed when all He had toiled for 
seemed to be in vain, when the cross was 
waiting Him and all its agony, and the 
spitting and the mocking and the grave. 
Yet on that night we find our Saviour 
thankful and pouring out His gratitude 
in prayer. 

My brother and sister, it is that great ex-
ample that lies at the back of a command 
like this. We are to walk even as Jesus 
walked. We are to be thankful as He was. 
Not for the glad things only but for the 
shadowed things, not for the great things 
only but for the common things, and 
why, just because God is love and in love 
is ordering all, and all things are working 
together for our good.

This grace of thankfulness diligently 
cultivated is one of the secrets of true 
happiness. It is not the happy people who 
are thankful. It is the thankful people 
who are happy. 

Happiness does not depend on what 
we have, or else those who have the most 
would be the happiest. As a matter of fact, 
how often do we find that those who have 
the most are not the happiest? Happiness 
does not depend on what we have: it rather 
depends upon our point of view, and he 
who has won the thankful point of view 
is always on the highway of gladness. 

The flower that to the farmer is a weed 
may to the botanist be treasure trove. 
The rain that is so vexing to the child is 
just what the angler has been looking for. 
And so in life there are a thousand things 
that have an equal power to vex us or to 
bless us, according to our different point 
of view. 

No one who murmurs is ever really 
happy, and no one who worries is ever re-
ally happy. They have forgotten God and 
left Him out, and to leave Him out is to 
leave out the music. And it is only when, 
through Christ our Saviour, we come to 
see His loving hand in everything that we 
win the thankful, grateful heart without 
which nobody ever can be glad. 

Ungrateful people are never happy 
people. 

They are always grouchy and discon-
tented. The more we are thankful for our 
everyday mercies, the more life becomes 
a joyful thing. And that is why Christian 
life is always joyful, because everything 
the years may bring to us, Christ makes it 
possible for all who trust Him to cultivate 
the thankful spirit. 

The tiniest gift from somebody we love is 
of more value than many a costly offering. 
We take it gratefully just because love is 
there and, taking it gratefully, it makes 
us happy. And so when we learn, as every 
man can learn, that God is love and that 
in Him we live, there is a worth in things 
we never saw before. 

The way to be glad is..
The way to be glad is to be grateful, and 

the way to be grateful is to trust in God, to 
trust in Him as Jesus trusted Him on that 
night in which He was betrayed. 

So grows the assurance that there is no 
mistake, that He is watching, guiding, 
guarding, blessing us, which, when a man 
has learned, he ceases murmuring and 
finds that being thankful he is glad.

But not only is thankfulness the spring 
of joy, it is also the source of dedicated 
service. And that is why the service of the 
Christian is perhaps the freest service in 
the world. We have all heard of the slave 
who after years of slavery was purchased 
by a stranger and set free, and how he fell 
at his liberator’s feet and offered him all 
his service for the future. 

And we do not need to read how that 
new service, offered freely from a grateful 
heart, was richer than all the service of 
the past. Once he had toiled because he 
had to toil, and now he toiled because he 
loved to toil. Once he had done his work 
in daily fear, and now he did it all in daily 
gratitude. 

And that swift change of motive in his 
heart, from the haunting terror of the lash 
to love, made all the difference in what he 
did. It made all the difference to him, and 
it makes all the difference to us. 

Service is changed, down to its very 
depths, when we realise that we have been 
redeemed. And when we realise we have 
been redeemed, not with gold but with 
the blood of Christ, what can we say each 
morning that we awaken but “Thanks be 
to God for his unspeakable gift.” 

My brother and sister, be thankful. It 
may be a secret you have never learned. 
Think of all you owe to God in Christ, 
you who are less than the least of all His 
saints. So shall there come new peace into 
your life, a happiness to which you are a 
stranger, a passion to do a little before the 
night falls – for Him who loved you and 
gave Himself for you.
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by Charles Price

IT IS true that it takes the power of 
the Holy Spirit to make men see the 

tremendous spiritual value in the blood 
of Jesus Christ. Unsaved men cannot 
understand it. By the word “unsaved,” 
I not only mean men who are out in the 
world of open sin, but also that man 
who is lost in the highways and byways 
of his own unbelief. He might even be 
a minister. If he does not believe in 
the blood of Jesus Christ he is not a 
saved man. I am going to give you a few 
reasons why the blood of Jesus is very 
wonderful and precious. 

Th e Blood Makes 
Atonement 

Leviticus 17:11, “For the life of the fl esh 
is in the blood: and I have given it to you 
upon the altar to make an atonement for 
your souls, for it is the blood that makes 
an atonement for the souls.” 

In the heavens above – in the water 
beneath – in the world in which we live 
– there is no atonement for sin except 
through the blood. From the time when 
our foreparents in the Garden of Eden 
were told to make skins with which to 
cover themselves, until this day, there has 
never been one single case of atonement 
for sin without the shedding of blood. 
Th e sacrifi ce of Cain was rejected while 
the sacrifice of Abel was acceptable to 
the Lord. 

In all of the types of priesthood that we 
discover in Old Testament scripture, there 
was never any system or method of atone-
ment off ered to them except the shedding 
of blood. Type and antitype must corre-
spond. Th e life of the body is in the blood 
– and Jesus shed his precious blood upon 
Calvary, and thereby gave His life for the 
atonement of all of our sins. 

We Have Peace Th rough His Blood 
Colossians 1:20, “And, having made 

peace through the blood of His cross, by 
Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; 

by Him, I say, whether they be things in 
earth, or things in heaven.” 

Th e world of sin is at war with God. 
Th e Bible distinctly tells us that we have 
been at enmity with God. We were aliens, 
strangers, enemies of the Lord and of His 
truth. But when Jesus completed and 
fi nished his marvellous work of reconcilia-
tion, we became, like Abraham, friends of 
God. Th ere was an armistice between the 
souls of men and an indignant God. 

The marching hosts of heaven pro-
claimed the glorious truth that at last we 
had peace with God, and it was such a 
beautiful peace that it passed all human 
understanding. We became reconciled 
to God. He became our propitiation and 
through the blood of Calvary’s Lamb, the 
garments of warfare were lift ed from us 
and our wonderful Saviour put around us 
the robes of His righteousness and peace. 
Th ere is not a theologian in the world who 
can tell me how that can be done except 
through the blood of Jesus. 

Remember, it is only through the blood 
that we become reconciled to God and 
that we have peace. 

We Were Purchased 
By Th e Blood 

Acts 20:28, “Take heed, therefore, unto 
yourselves, and to all the fl ock, over the 
which the Holy Ghost has made you over-
seers, to feed the church of God, which he 
has purchased with his own blood.” 

Th is is a Pauline warning to the elders. 
It is a charge to the ministers of the gos-
pel, given with all of the authority and 
power of the Holy Spirit. Th e fl ock that 
is entrusted to the care of the minister is 
not his fl ock at all. I once interrupted a 

preacher who began to talk a great deal about 
“my fl ock” and “my people.” 

“But they are not your people,” I declared, 
“and that is not your fl ock.” I told him that 
they were God’s people and that they were 
the fl ock of the Good Shepherd of the sheep. 
Such a thought should make us feel our 
responsibility. 

In the passage of scripture I have just given 
you, Paul is reminding the ministers that in 
the providence of God, the Holy Spirit has 
made them overseers of the fl ock that belongs 
to Jesus Christ. Did the minister purchase 
them? If so, what did he pay for them? Such 
a thought is outside the bounds of reason. 
My brother minister, the next time you enter 
your pulpit look into the faces of the people 
of your church and say to your-self: “Th ese 
are the people that Jesus purchased with His 
own precious blood.” Th at ought to make 
you feel the tremendous responsibility of 
your position. 

Th e Blood Redeemed Us 
Revelation 5:9, “And they sung a new song, 

saying Th ou art worthy to take the book, and 
to open the seals thereof; for you were slain, 
and have redeemed us to God by thy blood 
out of every kindred and tongue, and people, 
and nation.” 

To redeem means to buy back, to purchase 
once again. In this text we have a glorious and 
marvellous vision of the four beasts and the 
four and twenty elders who were prostrate on 
their faces before the Lamb of Heaven, who is 
none other than the Lamb of Calvary. Th ey 
played their harps of gold and off ered before 
the Lord the golden vials, which were fi lled 
with the prayers of the saints. 

Th e scripture says that these prayers were 
as sweet odours and incense before the 
Lord. Th en, because of the ecstasy of their 
redeemed hearts, they started to sing. In that 
glorious anthem they declared that the Lord 
alone was worthy because it was He who had 
been slain. Th ey asserted that it was the blood 
that was shed at the time of His sacrifi cial 
death that had redeemed them – and not 
only them, but the saints of God of all ages 
and from every land. 

How any man can dare proclaim that we do 
not need a blood atonement today, aft er read-
ing this passage, is beyond my comprehen-
sion. Blind is that poor wandering soul who 
fails to see the truth of redemption through 

and why it is so 
precious

Th e blood
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the blood of Jesus Christ. Hallelujah! He has 
redeemed us by his blood! 

We Are Justified 
By His Blood 

Romans 5:9, “Much more then, being jus-
tified by His blood, we shall be saved from 
wrath through Him.” 

Men cannot be made just until they are 
justified. No man can stand justified in the 
sight of God by any act of his own or by any 
deed of morality or of righteousness. Preach-
ers talk about justification by faith – but fail 
to make much of the power of the blood. 

When we speak of justification by faith 
what do we mean? Faith in what? Faith in 
whom? The only answer that can possibly be 
is the faith in Christ, but the scriptures lead 
us to a much deeper conclusion than that. 
It must be faith in the crucified Christ. Not 
until Jesus died on Calvary’s cross did we 
stand justified in the sight of God. 

That is an integral doctrine of the ministry 
of our blessed Lord. The average congregation 
goes away from the modern church with the 
statement, “We are justified by faith,” ringing 
in their ears; but comparatively few ever expe-
rience the result of the exercise of faith. 

If Christ had lived and had not died a 
sacrificial death, we never could have been 
justified in the sight of God. It was because 
we were already justified that He arose from 
the dead. If we have not been justified, then 
Christ would have failed in the work that 
God sent Him into the world to do. But, 
Hallelujah, the precious blood was accept-
able in the sight of God – the atonement 
for sin – and men stood justified before the 
Father because of the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ the Son. 

The Blood Is Our 
Admission And Entrance 

To The Glory World 
Exodus 12:13, “And the blood shall be to you 

for a token upon the houses where ye are; and 
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and 
the plague shall not be upon you to destroy 
you, when I smite the land of Egypt.” 

Cast your mind back for a moment or two 
to that scene on the eventful night in fara-
way Egypt. Can you picture that slain lamb 
lying dead right in front of the door of the 
hut where dwelt the slave? Not far away was 
the blood that had been shed. The lamb had 
done everything that it possibly could do, its 
work was finished. 

The blood was sprinkled upon the door 
posts and upon the lintel above the door. 
Very soon the avenging angel was to pass 
with the sword of death down every street 

and alley in Egypt. He didn’t only visit the 
palace of Pharaoh, but he would look in 
the doorway of every slave. The scriptures 
do not tell us that when the avenging angel 
passed by he looked at those slaves and 
said, “I will not stop here. I see you are an 
Israelite.” He did not look for them at all, 
he looked for the blood. 

When travelling days are over and you 
knock at the portals of the glory world, 
the angel who stands guard at the gates 
will not look for you. He will look for the 
blood. No sin will enter there, and the 
only thing that can wash away our sin is 
the precious blood of Calvary’s cross. 

We Are Sanctified Through His Blood 
Hebrews 13:12, “Wherefore Jesus also, 

that he might sanctify the people with his 
own blood, suffered without the gate.” 

Once again we find that the type merges 
into the anti-type, and thereby presents 
to us a beautiful and marvellous picture 
of God’s great redemptive plan. After the 
sacrifice had been offered in the days of old 
– the body of the lamb that was slain was 
taken outside the gate and burned. That 
body was flesh. It was typical that flesh 
should be consumed – that it should be 
destroyed. Sanctification means death to 
sin and fleshly desires. It means complete 
separation from the world and the things 
of the world. 

But how can man be sanctified? How 
can we ever climb the steps that lead from 
total depravity to the heights of holiness 
and purity? Like a drowning man in the 
midst of the sea, we can find nothing to 
assist us in our struggle. We can search in 
vain; for the manner in which this much-
to-be desired experience could be obtained 
can never, never be ours until we see the 
Lamb that was slain from the foundation 
of the world. Our Lord suffered without 
the gate. 

No man can ever walk the highway of 
sanctification until he has passed through 
the portals of the blood. That is another 
great reason why the blood of Jesus is so 
marvellously precious. 

The Blood Cleanses 
Us From All Sin 

I John 1:7, “The same came for a witness, 
to bear witness of the Light, that all men 
through him might believe.” 

To me this is a very precious truth. There 
are two tenses in which this text should 
be read. I refer to the past tense and to the 
present tense. 

If we live tomorrow, then tomorrow 
becomes our present, which is why I did 
not say we could read it in the future tense. 
The blood that cleanses today will not 
avail for tomorrow until we continue to 

live under its cleansing. 
It is a mistaken idea, and a terrible one 

at that, that because the blood of Jesus 
cleansed you many, many years ago, that 
having been cleansed, you are forever 
cleansed. The truth is that the blood of 
Jesus cleanses your heart from sin when 
you give yourself to Christ and accept 
him as your Saviour. But that blood con-
tinues to cleanse – it cleanses you today, 
it cleanses you now. 

Have you noticed the words of the text? 
It is only as “we walk in the light” that the 
blood cleanses. But what light shall we 
walk in? Will any light do? Will the light 
of spiritualism, the light of New Age, or 
the light of Modernism bring about the 
desired result? 

Read the Word of the Lord carefully and 
you will find that it is only as we walk in 
light as He is in the light that two wonder-
ful things happen. First we have fellowship 
one with another, and second, the Blood 
Of Jesus Christ cleanses us from sin. That 
is, it is continuous in its operation. The 
blood that Jesus shed on Calvary’s cross 
for me was applied the day I found Him as 
my Saviour, but it also justifies me today. 

The Blood Brings 
Us Near To God 

Ephesians 2:13, “But now in Christ Jesus 
ye who sometimes were far off are made 
nigh by the blood of Christ.” 

This scripture was written for the Gen-
tiles. Paul was writing to the church at 
Ephesus, and he was referring to them as 
people whose lives had been very, very far 
away from God. But now, because Jesus 
died upon Calvary for them, they had 
been brought near to the Lord. 

Were we not once very far away? Were we 
not once lost in the vales of sin?... until the 
day came when the Good Shepherd car-
ried us back to the fold again? A little girl 
climbed on her father’s knee and threw 
her chubby little arms around his neck and 
said: “Daddy, I am so glad that God lets us 
call him ‘Our Father,’ because it makes us 
feel so much closer to Him.” 

Oh, the wonderful blood of Jesus, the 
precious shed blood of the Lamb of 
Calvary! It has drawn us by the cords of 
power divine until the sweet and beautiful 
relationship has been established in the 
grace of God. No longer are we wandering 
around in the distant mountains, lost in 
darkness and despair. Through the blood 
of Jesus we have been brought near. 

The Holy Spirit is our guide. Jesus is our 
elder brother, and God is our heavenly Fa-
ther. These are a few of the reasons why the 
blood of Jesus Christ is so precious. 
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by Professor Mike Muzzerall
1. Absolute loyalty. 

Cults cannot operate unless there is un-
questionable loyalty and allegiance to the 
sect’s doctrine, rules, and format. Enforce-
ment of this rule can be through veiled 
threats or even actual physical punish-
ment. The fear of eternal damnation is one 
of the strongest and effective tools used by 
the cult leader to demand 100% loyalty. 
Punitive actions are quickly administered 
to those who question or revolt against the 
leader’s doctrines or authority.

*Cults base their authority outside of 
acceptable Christian Tradition

*Cults surpass any authority given to 
man from God.

*Cult leaders claim special and unique 
authority given to them by God Him-
self. 

*Fear is one of the most powerful tools 
used by cults to control their members:

Fear of earning the displeasure or wrath 

of the cult’s deity.
Fear of NOT being considered enlight-

ened
Fear of living in error 
Fear of not being found worthy of the 

standards of the cult
“Be ye followers of me, even as I also am 

of Christ. Now I praise you, brethren, that 
ye remember me in all things, and keep the 
ordinances, as I delivered them to you. But 
I would have you know, that the head of 
every man is Christ; and the head of the 
woman is the man; and the head of Christ 
is God (1 Corinthians 11:1-3).”
2. Exclusivity. 

Being exclusive or unique is necessary 
to change the mindset of the initiate. 
Outsiders are often viewed as spiritually 
inferior at the least and enemies of the cult 
at the most. As in all secret organisations 
and societies, members view themselves 
as being “enlightened” and others as 
needing to be enlightened. This creates a 
self-righteous “we” versus “they” attitude 
which strengthens the hold of the cult. 
3. Isolation from outside. 

Diminished perception of reality results 
when one is physically separated from 
friends, society, and the rational frame 
of reference in which one has previously 
functioned. Many cults will monitor 
outside influences closely.

Communal life is often advocated by 
cults

*It is easier to control the life of the mem-
bers if they all live together in a compound 
or commune.

*It is easier to prevent unwanted outside 
interference if members are in a com-
pound

They control what literature is read
They control whom they speak to
If they speak to outsiders it is usually 

in teams
If they speak to outsiders they are told 

to let the senior member speak until they 
have “grown” enough in the knowledge of 
the cult’s doctrines to be able to properly 
represent it. 

*They control what media they are ex-
posed to and to what length.

Most cults will represent all forms of 
media as tools of the devil

They do not want the people to be influ-
enced into thinking they need to leave or 
what they are doing is wrong.

It is easier to perform unacceptable reli-
gious acts without interference.

Characteristics 
of a Cult20
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It is easier for the cult leader to live off 
of the labour of the members
4. Lack of privacy. 

Lack of privacy reduces the opportunity 
for reflective, critical thinking. In many 
cults members are seldom allowed alone 
time. This is especially true of initiates or 
“troubled” members.
5. Financial investment. 

All or part of one’s personal assets may 
be “donated” to the cult. The greater the 
investment in the cult, the less the chance 
of returning to a former vocation or life-
style. With little or no financial resources 
available to the member, it’s harder to leave 
and make a new start.
6. Doctrinal confusion. 

Incomprehensive truths are more read-
ily accepted when presented in a complex 
fashion that encourages rejection of logi-
cal thought.

*Cults may totally disregard the author-
ity of the Holy Scriptures 

*Cults may also supplement infallible 
Biblical Doctrines with fallible manmade 
doctrines. 

*Some cults present other books as hav-
ing equal or greater authority than the 
Bible.

*Cult leaders claim special and unique 
revelation.
7. Love. 

Love is a powerful feeling. Physical af-
fection and constant contrived attention 
can give a false sense of brotherhood. 
This desensitises the member’s defensive 
mechanism and makes control easier.
8. Assigned relationships. 

In many cults, the leader must assign 
or agree to all relationships within the 
cult. “Marriages” to another cult member 
(often assigned by the leader) lessens the 
chance of that member leaving the cult. 
It is easier for a single member to leave a 
cult than it is for one who has to convince 
their spouse to leave or for them to leave 
their spouse in the cult.
9. Newly defined family 
relationships. 

The family structure is redefined so as 
to fully integrate one fully into the new 
“family” at the expense of the physical 
family ties.
10. Behaviour Modification 

Behaviour modification by alternating 
rewards and punishments lead to confu-
sion, conformity, and co-dependency. This 
forms the initiate into the cult’s mould.
11. Peer pressure. 

By exploiting one’s desire for acceptance, 

doubts about cult practices are lessened. 
By offering a sense of belonging to an af-
firming community the member is more 
likely to accept the community’s system 
of beliefs and behaviours.
12. Conformity. 

Individuality is the enemy of cults. In-
dividuality may promote rejection of false 
doctrine. Conformity in dress, language, 
interests, and assigned names, takes on a 
uniformity that erodes individuality. 
13. Value rejection. 

As a recruit becomes more integrated 
into the cult, he is “encouraged” to de-
nounce the values and beliefs of his former 
life. This is quickly filled with the cult’s 
values and beliefs.
14. Blind acceptance. 

Blind acceptance of all cult practices and 
beliefs are achieved by discouraging any 
questions or natural curiosity that may 
challenge what the leaders propagate.
15. Hypnotic states. 

When logic is bypassed, it is easier to 
accept the unacceptable. Through chant-
ing, repetitious singing, or prolonged 
meditation hypnotic states can be induced 
which produces a highly susceptible state 
of mind. 
16. Chanting and Meditation. 

Objective intellectual input is often 
switched off by countering anti-cult ques-
tions with repetitious songs and chants. 
This is mostly evident in New Age cults.
17. Sensory deprivation. 

Fatigue coupled with prolonged activity 
can make one vulnerable to otherwise of-
fensive beliefs and suggestions.
18. Altered diet. 

Our diet can affect brain function. Many 
cults deprive the initiate of essential nutri-
ents. Many times this is done by following 
a low protein diet. The end result is that 
the individual is easily disoriented and 
more susceptible to the cult’s control. 

19. Paranoia. 
Fear is a powerful tool of cult leaders. 

Many leaders instil a fear of the actions 
of non-members that cause them to rebuff 
and reject all who are not closely related to 
the cult. In some cases those rejected were 
once close family and friends. Taken to 
its extreme, this can lead to paramilitary 
assaults and or suicides.
20. Eschatology. 

In most cults, there is an over emphasis 
placed on the study and preparation for 
eschatological events. 

*Many “Last Day” cults state that they 
have a special or unique role to play in that 
particular generation.

*Many see themselves as the primary 
agency by which God ushers in His 
Kingdom

*By misinterpreting the Book of Rev-
elation as well as other Eschatological 
books in the Bible, they can deceive their 
members into believing they have a crucial 
role in the last days that the Bible does 
not state.

*Any over emphasis on end time events 
opens the door to error

Closing Thoughts
All cults have some or all of these charac-

teristics operating. Sadly, some Christian 
pastors have begun to use some of these 
same techniques in an attempt to control 
their church members. They defend their 
actions by stating the ultimate goal is the 
spread of the Gospel and the growth of the 
local church body. The ends never justify 
utilising ungodly means. 

Jesus told Peter, “I will build my Church, 
and the gates of hell shall not prevail 
against it.” Jesus, the Author and the Fin-
isher of our faith will build His Church 
using Biblically accepted means and not 
through the manipulative means of the 
world. 

Strong meat
by Leonard Ravenhill

Finney never made an altar call within the first 28 nights of preaching. Most of 
our evangelists don’t have 28 sermons. 

Twenty eight nights in a row and he never made an altar call. He didn’t preach the 
love of God. He didn’t say “you’re a sinner, God loves you.” He said “God is angry with 
the wicked every day,” which the Word of God says (Psalm 7:11). 

He didn’t preach grace, he preached Law. He didn’t preach love, he preached judgement. 
He didn’t preach heaven, he preached hell. He didn’t say “you’re a wonderful person” 
he said “you’re a rebel.” 

But he got results. Some 64% of D. L. Moody’s converts backslid, 72% of the converts 
Finney got stood because he knew how to attack the human will, not just the emo-
tions. 
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by Zac Poonen

IN Ezekiel 3:1, the Lord told Ezekiel 
to eat the scroll He gave. Th e message 

which we give others must fi rst be eaten 
and digested by us. God’s Word was 
sweet as honey in his mouth. 

In the book of Revelation, too, the Lord 
told John to first eat the scroll. Only 
then were Ezekiel and John permitted to 
prophesy. 

Th is is a fundamental principle in all 
ministry of the Word. Th e Word which 
God desires to speak to others through 
you He wants to speak to you fi rst of all. 
God’s Word challenges preachers with 
questions such as: “You who preach that 
one should not steal, do you steal (Romans 
2:21)?” 

When you speak evil about someone, you 
are stealing his reputation. Do you recog-
nise that as stealing, or do you recognise 
only stealing money as stealing? 

“You who preach that others should 
not commit adultery do you commit 
adultery?” Do you lust with your eyes? We 
must eat the scroll ourselves fi rst, if God 
is to anoint our ministry. Most preachers 
today are preaching without fi rst eating 
the scroll themselves. Th at is why their 
ministry is so dead and boring. If you 
want an eff ective ministry, eat the scroll 
fi rst. Th e word of God is like a two edged 
sword – the fi rst edge must cut me, and 
only then can I use the other edge to cut 
others. If it doesn’t cut us fi rst, we will be 

hard and unmerciful in our preaching to 
others. So eat the scroll.

“Th e Spirit lift ed me up and took me 
away and I went in bitterness and turmoil. 
Th e hand of the Lord upon me was strong 
(Ezekiel 3:14).” Sometimes when the Lord 
tells us to go somewhere, we may not be 
as excited in our feelings about going, as 
at other times. Th ere may be feelings of 
turmoil in our hearts. But we still obey 
and go. 

Paul speaks in 2Corinthans 7:5 of “con-
fl icts without and fears within” him. Paul 
had some fears. But he still went where 
he had to go. He didn’t go by his feelings. 
If we go by our feelings, we will never go 
where the Lord wants us to go. 

Some years ago, I was waiting in the rail-
way station in Bangalore to take a train to 
go somewhere for ministry. My children 
were all small and some of them were sick 
and my wife had to look aft er them all by 
herself. I wondered whether to go home 
and to cancel my trip. Th e Lord spoke a 
word to me at that time that was like a 
fresh revelation. 

He gave me freedom to make my own 
choice but said, “Whatever you do, don’t 
take a decision on the basis of fear.” I 
learned a lesson that day. I didn’t go home. 
I took the train and went for my ministry. 
Th e Lord took care of my children and 
healed them. 

Many years ago I entered into a solemn 
covenant with the Lord. I told Him, “Lord 
You take care of my family and I will take 
care of yours.” Today I can say aft er more 
than 30 years that, whereas I have oft en 
failed in my part of the covenant, the Lord 
has been utterly faithful to do His part.

Always faith, 
never fear

I am not asking any of you to make such 
a covenant or to do what I did that night 
at the railway station. Th ere may be times 
when you should stay at home and help 
your wife. But, whatever decision you 
take, take it always in faith, and never 
out of fear. 

Th ere may be times, when in faith you 
may have to say, “I will trust God to take 
care of the ministry in that place. Right 
now it is more important to help my sick 
wife at home.” Th en go home – and God 
will be with you. But there may also be 
times when the devil will try to frighten 
you and thus prevent you from fulfi lling a 
ministry God has appointed for you. 

So don’t ever go by feelings. Remember 

that sometimes when the Spirit lift s us up 
and takes us away we may have to go with 
turmoil in our hearts. But we still go!

“So I got up and I saw the glory of the 
Lord just as I had seen it fi rst. And I fell 
with face down in the dust ( Ezekiel 3:23).” 
Here is another important principle of 
ministry: Put your face in the dust always. 
Sometimes it is good to do that actually – 
physically. Lie down on the fl oor in your 
room before God and say, “Lord, this is 
where I rightfully belong. Th is is what I 
am – a nobody in your eyes.” 

We who stand in front of others and 
preach are in great danger because so many 
people admire us and exalt us. More than 
anybody else, we are the ones who need to 
get alone before the Lord frequently and 
to lie down fl at before Him and recognise 
that we are nothing in his eyes.

God can take away our breath in a mo-
ment. He can take away our anointing in a 
moment. I fear to lose the anointing more 
than anything else in my life. I would 
rather lose all my money and all my health 
than lose the anointing of God upon my 
life. It is easy to lose the anointing by being 
a little careless with money or with our 
tongue or in some other small matter. 

When Ezekiel’s face was in the dust, the 
Spirit came into him and set him on his 
feet. Th ere – in the dust before God –- is 
where the Spirit will fall upon us. Let 
Him then lift  us up and exalt us. Never 
exalt yourself.

“He talked to me and said, ‘Go shut 
yourself in your house. Th ere you will be 
bound with ropes so you cannot go among 
the people. I will make your tongue stick 
to the roof of your mouth so you won’t 
be able to speak. Whenever I give you a 
message I’ll loosen your tongue and let 
you speak. And then tell them, “Th is is 
what the Lord says.” Some will listen and 
some will ignore you. It doesn’t matter 
(Ezekiel 3:24-27).’” 

It’s wonderful to live like this before 
God! When God tells us not to go, we 
don’t go. When He tells us not to speak, 
we don’t speak. Th e Lord will tell you 
when to speak and when to keep quiet. 
Do you listen to the Holy Spirit, or do you 
listen to your reason? 

Reason may say it is always right to speak. 
But he who listens to the Spirit knows there 
is a time to speak and a time to be silent. 
Sometimes we are called to keep quiet. 
Jesus never said a word to Herod. Learn to 
live by the promptings of the Spirit. Th is is 
what we can learn from Ezekiel. He was a 
man who lived constantly by the leading 
of the Holy Spirit.

Some Some Some Some Some Some 
Wonderful Wonderful Wonderful 
Lessons Lessons Lessons 

From From From 
Ezekiel Ezekiel Ezekiel Ezekiel Ezekiel Ezekiel Ezekiel Ezekiel Ezekiel 
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by David Wilkerson

GOD is a promise-maker and a 
promise-keeper and He has spo-

ken to my heart about four things God’s 
people should trust Him for. These ex-
pectations are based on promises God 
has made to us.

1. Expect to be rewarded as you dili-
gently seek the Lord. “God is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him (He-
brews 11:6).”

You can ask in faith for a token for God 
to encourage and rekindle your confi-
dence. God is always on time, and He 
knows you need a ray of hope and good 
news in your testing time. Expect Him to 
keep His promise to reward you now when 
you are in greatest need. God cannot lie. 
He said He rewards those who diligently 
seek Him. Seek Him daily and believe 
that this year will be your year of great 
spiritual blessing.

2. Expect to see evidence of a progres-
sive miracle in your life. “With God all 
things are possible (Mark 10:27).” 

I believe in instantaneous and progres-
sive miracles. Progressive miracles start 
in unseen, quiet ways and unfold little by 
little, one small mercy at a time. Expect 
to see God working in mysterious ways, 
unseen to the human eye. 

3. Expect to enter into God’s promised 
place of rest. “There remains therefore 
a rest to the people of God… enter into 
that rest (Hebrews 4:9,11).”

In the last few years we have seen an 
outpouring of incredible calamities, 
problems and trials. In the midst of this, 
the Lord desires that you believe Him to 
bring you into His promised rest. God 
never intended that His children live in 
fear and despair. We need a reckless faith 
and trust in God in the face of fear, trouble 
and death itself.

4. Expect the Holy Spirit to be always 
in His temple. “Do you not know that 
your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit 
(1 Corinthians 6:19)?” 

The Holy Spirit abides in the heart of the 
believer. He is omnipresent throughout 
the world. I face each day acknowledging 
that He is here in his temple to comfort 
me, guide me, encourage me, anoint me, 
and to reveal the glory of Jesus Christ 
in ever-increasing revelation. He desires 
that you expect him to make his presence 
manifest to you, and more so each passing 
day. He wants to bring you into unshak-
able faith, just as he did His disciples. 

Believe these promises! Lay hold of these 
expectations and you will see God do 
marvellous things. 

4
Exp
ect
ati
ons

Heavenly Father,  
If I should suffer need, and go unclothed, and be in poverty, 
make my heart prize Your love, know it, be constrained by it,  
even though I be denied all blessings. 

It is Your mercy to afflict and try me with wants, for by these 
trials I see my sins, and desire to be severed from them. 
Let me willingly accept misery, sorrows, temptations, if I can 
thereby feel sin as the greatest evil, and be delivered from it with 
gratitude to You, acknowledging this as the highest testimony of 
Your love. 

When your Son, Jesus, came into my soul instead of sin He 
became more dear to me than sin had formerly been; His kindly 
rule replaced sin’s tyranny. Teach me to believe that if ever I 
would have any sin subdued 
I must not only labour to overcome it, but must invite Christ to 
abide in the place of it, and He must become to me more than 
vile lust had been; 
that His sweetness, power, life may be there. Thus I must seek 
a grace from Him contrary to sin, but must not claim it apart 
from Himself. 

When I am afraid of evils to come, comfort me by showing me 
that in myself I am a dying, condemned wretch, but in Christ I 
am reconciled and live; 
that in myself I find insufficiency and no rest, but in Christ 
there is satisfaction and peace; 
that in myself I am feeble and unable to do good, but in Christ 
I have ability to do all things. 

Though now I have His graces in part, I shall shortly have 
them perfectly, in that state where You will show Yourself 
fully reconciled, 
and alone sufficient, efficient, loving me completely, with sin 
abolished. 

O Lord, hasten that day. 

From an old Puritan prayer

Lord, hasten the day
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by An Unknown Christian

PRAYER is much more than merely 
asking God for something – al-

though that is a very valuable part of 
prayer if only because it reminds us of 
our utter dependence upon God. It is 
also communion with God – talking 
with Him, not only to Him. 

We get to know people by talking with 
them. We get to know God in the same 
way. Th e highest result of prayer is not de-
liverance from evil, or the securing of some 
coveted thing, but knowledge of God. 

“And this is life eternal, that they should 
know You, the only true God (John 17:3).” 
Yes, prayer discovers more of God, and 
that is the soul’s greatest discovery. Men 
still cry out, “O, that I knew where I might 
fi nd Him! Th at I might come even to His 
seat (Job 23:3)!”

Th e kneeling Christian always “fi nds” 
Him, and is found of Him. Th e heavenly 
vision of the Lord Jesus blinded the eyes 
of Saul of Tarsus on his downward course, 
but he tells us, later on, that when he was 
praying in the temple at Jerusalem he fell 
into a trance and saw Jesus. 

“I... saw Him (Acts 22:18).” It was then 
that Christ gave him his great commission 
to go to the Gentiles. Vision is always a 
precursor to vocation and venture. It was 
so with Isaiah. “I saw the Lord... high and 
lift ed up, and His train fi lled the temple 
(Isaiah 6:1).” Th e prophet was evidently 
in the sanctuary praying when this hap-
pened. Th is vision also was a prelude to a 
call to service, “Go...” Now, we cannot get 
a vision of God unless we pray. And where 
there is no vision the soul perishes.

A friend of Horace Bushnell was present 
when that man of God prayed. Th ere came 
over him a wonderful sense of God’s near-

ness. He says: “When Horace Bushnell 
buried his face in his hands and prayed, I 
was afraid to stretch out my hand in the 
darkness, lest I should touch God.” 

Was the psalmist of old conscious of 
such a thought when he cried, “My soul, 
wait thou only upon God (Psalm 62:5)?” I 
believe that much of our failure in prayer 
is due to the fact that we have not looked 
into this question, “What is prayer?” It is 
good to be conscious that we are always 
in the presence of God. It is better to gaze 
upon Him in adoration. But it is best of all 
to commune with Him as a Friend – and 
that is prayer.

Real prayer at its highest and best reveals 
a soul thirsting for God – just for God 
alone. Real prayer comes from the lips 
of those whose aff ection is set on things 
above. What a man of prayer Zinzendorf 
was. Why? He sought the Giver rather 
than His gift s. He said: “I have one pas-
sion: it is He, He alone.”

Of course, we know that God bids us 
“ask” of Him. We all obey Him so far; 
and we may rest well assured that prayer 
both pleases God and supplies all our 
need. But he would be a strange child who 
only sought his father’s presence when he 
desired some gift  from him! And do we 
not all yearn to rise to a higher level of 
prayer than mere petition? How is it to 
be done?

It seems to me that only two steps are 
necessary – or shall we say two thoughts? 
Th ere must be, fi rst of all, a realisation of 
God’s glory, and then of God’s grace. 

Do you think that any one of us spends 
enough time in pondering over, yes, and 
marvelling over, God’s exceeding great 
glory? And do you suppose that any one 
of us has grasped the full meaning of the 

word “grace?” Are not our prayers so oft en 
ineff ective and powerless – and sometimes 
even prayerless – because we rush unthink-
ingly and unprepared into God’s presence, 
without realising the majesty and glory of 
the God whom we are approaching, and 
without reflecting upon the exceeding 
great riches of His glory in Christ Jesus, 
which we hope to draw upon? We must 
“think magnifi cently of God.”

May we then suggest that before we lay 
our petitions before God we fi rst dwell in 
meditation upon His glory and then upon 
His grace – for He off ers us both. We 
must lift  up the soul to God. Let us place 
ourselves, as it were, in the presence of 
God and direct our prayer to the King of 
Kings, and Lord of Lords, Who only has 
immortality, dwelling in light... to Whom 
be honour and power eternal (1 Timothy 
6:16). Let us then give Him adoration 
and praise because of His exceeding great 
glory. Consecration is not enough. Th ere 
must be adoration.

“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of Hosts,” 
cry the seraphim; “the whole earth is full 
of His glory (Isaiah 6:3).” “Glory to God 
in the highest,” cries the “whole multitude 
of the heavenly host (Luke 2:13-14).” Yet 
some of us try to commune with God 
without stopping to “put off  our shoes 
from our feet (Exodus 3:5).”

And we may approach His glory with 
boldness. Did not our Lord pray that His 
disciples might behold His glory (John 
17:24)? Why? And why is “the whole earth 
full of His glory?” Th e telescope reveals 
His infi nite glory. Th e microscope reveals 
His uttermost glory. Even the unaided 
eye sees surpassing glory in landscape, 
sunshine, sea and sky. 

What does it all mean? Th ese things are 

Knowing God 
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but a partial revelation of God’s glory. 
It was not a desire for self-display that 
led our Lord to pray, “Father... glorify 
Th y Son”...”O, Father, glorify Me (John 
17:1&5).” Our dear Lord wants us to realise 
His infi nite trustworthiness and unlim-
ited power, so that we can approach Him 
in simple faith and trust.

In heralding the coming of Christ the 
prophet declared that “the glory of the 
Lord shall be revealed, and all fl esh shall 
see it together (Isaiah 40:5).” Now we 
must get a glimpse of that glory before we 
can pray right. So our Lord said, “When 
ye pray, say, Our Father, Who art in 
heaven (the realm of glory), hallowed be 
Th y name (Luke 11:2).” Th ere is nothing 
like a glimpse of glory to banish fear and 
doubt. 
Expressing God’s Glory

Most of us need some help to realise the 
glory of the invisible God before we can 
adequately praise and adore Him. Wil-
liam Law said, “When you begin to pray, 
use such expressions of the attributes of 
God as will make you sensible of His 
greatness and power.”

Th is point is of such tremendous im-
portance that we venture to remind our 
readers of helpful words. Some of us be-
gin every day with a glance heavenwards 
whilst saying, “Glory be to the Father, 
and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit.” 
Th e prayer, “O Lord God most holy, O 
Lord most mighty, O holy and merci-
ful Saviour!” is oft en enough to bring a 
solemn awe and a spirit of holy adoration 
upon the soul. 

We need to cry out, and to cry oft en, “My 
soul magnifi es the Lord, and my spirit 
has rejoiced in God my Saviour (Luke 
1:46&47).” Can we catch the spirit of the 
psalmist and sing “Bless the Lord, O my 
soul, and all that is within me, bless His 
holy name (Psalm 103:1)?” 

When shall we learn that “in His temple 
everything says Glory (Psalm 29:9)!” Let 
us, too, cry, Glory!

All He is and all He does is glory. His 
holiness is “glorious (Exodus 15:11).” His 
name is “glorious (Deuteronomy 28:58).” 
His work is “glorious (Psalm 111:3).” His 
power is “glorious (Colossian 1:11).” His 
voice is “glorious (Isaiah 30:30).”
Refl ecting His Glory

“For of Him and through Him and to 
Him are all things; to whom be glory for 
ever (Romans 11:36).” And this is the God 
who bids us come to Him in prayer. Th is 
God is our God, and He has “gift s for men 
(Psalm 68:18).” God says that everyone 
who is called by His name has been created 
for His glory (Isaiah 43:7).” 

His church is to be a “glorious” church 
– holy and without blemish (Ephesians 

5:27).” Have you ever fully realised that 
the Lord Jesus desires to share with us the 
glory we see in Him? Th is is His great gift  
to you and me, His redeemed ones. 

Believe me, the more we have of God’s 
glory, the less shall we seek His gift s. Not 
only in that day “when He shall come to 
be glorifi ed in His saints (2 Th essalonians 
1:10)” is there glory for us, but here and 
now – today. He wishes us to be partakers 
of His glory. Did not our Lord Himself 
say so? “Th e glory which You have given 
Me, I have given unto them,” He declares 
(John 17:22). What is God’s command? 
“Arise, shine, for your light is come, and 
the glory of the Lord is risen upon you.” 
Nay, more than this: “His glory shall be 
seen upon you,” says the inspired prophet 
(Isaiah 60:1&2).

God would have people say of us as Peter 
said of the disciples of old: “Th e Spirit of 
glory and the Spirit of God rests upon 
you (1 Peter 4:14).” Would not that be an 
answer to most of our prayers? Could we 
ask for anything better? 

How can we get this glory? How are we 
to refl ect it? Only as the result of prayer. It 
is when we pray, that the Holy Spirit takes 
of the things of Christ and reveals them 
to us (John 16:15).

It was when Moses prayed, “Show me, 
I pray, Your glory,” that he not only saw 
somewhat of it, but shared something of 
that glory, and his own face shone with 
the light of it (Exodus 33:18; 34:29). And 
when we, too, gaze upon the “glory of God 
in the face of Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 
4:6),” we shall see not only a glimpse of 
that glory, but we shall gain something 
of it ourselves.

Now, that is prayer, and the highest 
result of prayer. Nor is there any other 
way of securing that glory, that God may 
be glorifi ed in us (Isaiah 60:21). When 
we can declare, with John, “Yes, and our 
fellowship is with the Father, and with 
His Son Jesus Christ (1 John 1:3),” people 
will say the same of us: “Th ey have been 
with Jesus!”

As we lift  up our soul in prayer to the 
living God, we gain the beauty of holiness 
as surely as a fl ower becomes beautiful by 
living in the sunlight. Was not our Lord 
Himself transfi gured when He prayed? 
And the “very fashion” of our counte-
nance will change, and we shall have our 
Mount of Transfi guration when prayer 
has its rightful place in our lives. And 
men will see in our faces “the outward 
and visible sign of an inward and spiritual 
grace.” 

Our value to God and to man is in exact 
proportion to the extent in which we re-
veal the glory of God to others.

What is prayer? It is a sign of spiritual 

life. I should as soon expect life in a dead 
man as spiritual life in a prayerless soul! 
Our spirituality and our fruitfulness are 
always in proportion to the reality of our 
prayers. If, then, we have at all wandered 
away from home in the matter of prayer, let 
us today resolve, “I will arise and go to my 
Father, and say to Him, ‘Father...’”
A new vision of God’s glory

“Th e secret of failure is that we see men 
rather than God. Romanism trembled 
when Martin Luther saw God. Th e ‘great 
awakening’ sprang into being when 
Jonathan Edwards saw God. Scotland 
fell prostrate when John Knox saw God. 
Th e world became the parish of one man 
when John Wesley saw God. Multitudes 
were saved when Whitefield saw God. 
Thousands of orphans were fed when 
George Müller saw God. And He is ‘the 
same yesterday, today, and forever.’”

Isn’t it time we got a new vision of God 
– of God in all His glory? Who can say 
what will happen when the church sees 
God? But let us not wait for others. Let 
us, each one for himself, with unveiled 
face and unsullied heart, get this vision 
of the glory of the Lord.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God (Matthew 5:8).” 

Dr Wilbur Chapman wrote to a friend: 
“I have learned some great lessons con-
cerning prayer. At one of our missions in 
England the audiences were exceedingly 
small. But I received a note saying that an 
American missionary...was going to pray 
God’s blessing down upon our work. He 
was known as ‘Praying Hyde.’ Almost 
instantly the tide turned. Th e hall became 
packed, and at my fi rst invitation 50 men 
accepted Christ as their Saviour. 

“As we were leaving I said, ‘Mr Hyde, I 
want you to pray for me.’ He came to my 
room, turned the key in the door, and 
dropped on his knees, and waited five 
minutes without a single syllable coming 
from his lips. I could hear my own heart 
thumping and his beating. I felt the hot 
tears running down my face. I knew I was 
with God. Th en with upturned face, down 
which the tears were streaming, he said ‘O 
God!’ Th en for fi ve minutes at least he was 
still again; and then, when he knew that 
he was talking with God... there came up 
from the depth of his heart such petitions 
for men as I had never heard before. I rose 
from my knees to know what real prayer 
was. We believe that prayer is mighty, and 
we believe it as we never did before.”

Dr Chapman used to say, “It was a season 
of prayer with John Hyde that made me 
realise what real prayer was... and I had a 
longing which has remained to this day to 
be a real praying man.” And God the Holy 
Spirit can so teach us.

Knowing God 
Through Prayer
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by Wilfred Hahn

PEOPLE often ask whether the 
Global Financial Crisis (GFC) has 

any special prophetic significance. Or, 
could it possibly represent the start 
or near approach of the Tribulation? 
Starting with the first question, the an-
swer is mixed – “yes” and “no.” In short, 
no, the current GFC is not specifically 
mentioned in Bible prophecy. However, 
yes, it is significant in the sense that it 
is part of a progression that is leading 
to the prophetic fulfilment of condi-
tions described as occurring inside the 
Tribulation period.

The answer to the second question is a 
definite “no.” Nonetheless, there are some 
who think that the GFC is already part of 
the Tribulation period. While this view 
cannot at all be supported scripturally, 
one can certainly agree that some aspects 
of the current GFC have parallels with 
various prophecies.

We want to examine further the role of 
crisis – whether financial or economic – in 
world history and the Biblical prophetic 
timeline. Moreover, just what assurances 
might Christians today glean from this 
record?

Seen in the overall picture, the GFC 
hardly qualifies as being part of a series 
of events that “never was of old nor ever 
will be in ages to come (Joel 2:2).” It isn’t 
unique seen from the perspective of world 
history. There have been many economic 
and financial crises in the world before… 
some of them much more disastrous, 
caused by war, plague or natural phenom-
ena (i.e. climatic cooling effects of major 
volcanic eruptions). Others were classic 
financial bubbles and busts involving over-
indebtedness and money manias. All of 
these conditions have a long history.

If so, then why do we not read about 
them in the Bible? Well, actually the Bible 
does provide accounts of great economic 
and financial busts, both past and, most 
crucially, of the future. For example, 
seven years of plenty were followed by a 
disastrous seven-year meltdown of the 
entire economic structure of the then 
known world. 

During the time of Joseph in Egypt, the 
seven lean years certainly qualified as a 
bust that hugely overshadows the GFC 
of today.

The Bible speaks of various droughts; for 
example, one lasting for some 3½ years in 

Israel during the time of Elijah and King 
Ahab. That would surely have caused 
depression-like economic conditions in 
Israel that would have wiped out a few 
fortunes.

We do not readily recognise these events 
as economic and financial histories, 
mainly because the Bible does not describe 
them in the modern economic terms of 
our “financially sophisticated” times. We 
are not told of collapsing debt markets, 
bankrupt banks, nor the details of possible 
inflationary conditions. 

For example, only in extra-Biblical writ-
ings is there found any indication of the 
burdensome inflationary consequences to 
the huge spending and borrowing binge 
of King Solomon. That was part of the 
contributing reason why labourers were 
grumbling against King Rehoboam. Jero-
boam said to him “Your father (Solomon) 
put a heavy yoke on us (1 Kings 12:4; 2 
Chronicles 10:4).”

He made bad property 
investments

Indeed, the Bible is often skimpy on 
financial details and economic backdrops. 
It would have been interesting to know 
how some of the prophets sustained them-
selves. For example, Jeremiah prophesied 
for a period of some 40 years. Moreover, 
God required him to buy a property 
in Anathoth from a cousin, Hanamel, 
(Jeremiah 32) just before the Babylonians 
conquered and sacked Judah. Just how 
did he make ends meet during his long 
ministry? He travelled widely and made 
bad property investments.

We must note, of course, that, Jeremiah 
was told to buy the property from Han-
amel by God, because he was to demon-
strate faith in the long-term promise that 
Judah would be restored after 70 years. He 
was the ultimate long-term investor. All 
the same, how did Jeremiah make ends 
meet during his lifetime?

No doubt, many pastors and others called 
to ministry would like to know whether 
Jeremiah was a TFK (a “trust fund kid”), 
perhaps benefiting from a fortune left to 
him by a father who was a wealthy man. 
We simply are not told. The topic doesn’t 
come up with any of the prophets. 

For example, Jonah heads off to Tarshish, 
loses everything crossing the Mediterra-
nean Sea, yet is able to travel to Nineveh. 

No mention is made of him first going 
back to his hometown synagogue to solicit 
a “love offering” for his redirected mission 
trip to Nineveh. We are not told of a mis-
sion furlough.

From the perspective of the Holy Spirit, 
who inspired the writing of Scripture, 
these details were not deemed important 
for us to know. Here, the Bible’s testimony 
simply and quietly gives evidence of God’s 
provision. It is assumed, as it is deemed to 
be obvious. If we are called to do some-
thing for the Lord, He will also make a 
way, provided that we practice sensible 
stewardship.

One of the few (if not only) cases where 
God is shown to intervene miraculously 
is with Elijah (1 Kings 17:4). Not only was 
he fed by ravens that were divinely sent to 
bring him his daily meat and bread, but 
he was also later nourished by the woman 
of Zarephath with the ever-replenishing 
flour and oil (1 Kings 17:14). God did not 
shower Elijah with wine and rich foods 
(nor with three Mercedes cars and a sump-
tuous mansion, as some contemporaries 
who claim they are called by God seem 
to demand today), but simply that which 
was sufficient. 

The times of great economic crisis men-
tioned in the Old Testament all were part 
of God’s workings. 

Even more interesting to learn is the glo-
bal economic and financial background 
that existed at the time of Jesus Christ. 
Nowhere in the Gospels is found any 
direct mention or description of the gen-
eral economic backdrop during that time. 
Again, we must look to sources outside of 
the Bible. 

Doing so, we discover an interesting 
fact. The financial backdrop during al-
most the entirety of Jesus’ life was one of 
global financial turmoil. Actually, there 
was a massive global financial crisis – one 
perhaps on the scale of today – during the 
latter part of His life on earth. In fact, it 
may yet be proven that a “global financial 
crisis” rocked the world at the very time 
of His journey to Golgotha.

Here is an account of the financial prob-
lems of Rome that led up to a major bank-
ing crisis in 33 A.D., taken from Chapter 
15 of Will Durant’s Caesar and Christ: 
A History of Roman Civilisation and of 
Christianity from Their Beginnings to 
A.D. 325:

“The famous ‘panic’ of A.D. 33 illustrates 
the development and complex interde-

Jesus, world money crisis & prophecy
Are they connected?
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pendence of banks and commerce in the 
Empire. Augustus had coined and spent 
money lavishly, on the theory that its 
increased circulation, low interest rates, 
and rising prices would stimulate business. 
They did; but as the process could not go 
on forever, a reaction set in as early as 10 
B.C., when this flush minting ceased. Ti-
berius rebounded to the opposite theory 
that the most economical economy is the 
best. He severely limited the governmental 
expenditures, sharply restricted new issues 
of currency, and hoarded 2,700,000,000 
sesterces in the Treasury.

“The resulting dearth of circulating 
medium was made worse by the drain of 
money eastward in exchange for luxuries. 
Prices fell, interest rates rose, creditors 
foreclosed on debtors, debtors sued usu-
rers, and money-lending almost ceased. 
The Senate tried to check the export of 
capital by requiring a high percentage of 
every senator’s fortune to be invested in 
Italian land; senators thereupon called 
in loans and foreclosed mortgages to 
raise cash, and the crisis rose. When the 
senator Publius Spinther notified the 
bank of Balbus and Ollius that he must 
withdraw 30,000,000 sesterces to comply 
with the new law, the firm announced its 
bankruptcy.

“At the same time the failure of an Al-
exandrian firm, Seuthes and Son due to 
their loss of three ships laden with costly 
spices and the collapse of the great dye-
ing concern of Malchus at Tyre, led to 
rumours that the Roman banking house 
of Maximus and Vibo would be broken by 
their extensive loans to these firms. When 
its depositors began a “run” on this bank 
it shut its doors, and later on that day a 
larger bank, of the Brothers Pettius, also 
suspended payment. 

“Almost simultaneously came news 
that great banking establishments had 
failed in Lyons, Carthage, Corinth, and 
Byzantium. One after another the banks 
of Rome closed. Money could be borrowed 
only at rates far above the legal limit. Ti-
berius finally met the crisis by suspending 
the land-investment act and distributing 
100,000,000 sesterces to the banks, to be 
lent without interest for three years on 
the security of property. Private lenders 
were thereby constrained to lower their 
interest rates, money came out of hiding, 
and confidence slowly returned.”

If you followed the above account, it 
should be noted that it took some years 
for these described developments to finally 
culminate in a catastrophic and inter-
connected banking crisis that cascaded 
through the known world at that time. 
Indeed, it was a global financial crisis. 
Most surely, at least part of these events 

occurred while Jesus was still alive, late 
in his time of ministry on earth.

Tacitus, the Roman historian of that 
era, provides the most detailed account in 
The Annals (VI, 16-17). He tells us of the 
response by Emperor Tiberius: 

“The destruction of private wealth pre-
cipitated the fall of rank and reputation, 
till at last the emperor interposed his aid 
by distributing throughout the banks 100 
000 000 sesterces, and allowing freedom 
to borrow without interest for three years, 
provided the borrower gave security to the 
State in land to double the amount. Credit 
was thus restored, and gradually private 
lenders were found.”

As then, various central banks today are 
following the same policies… flooding the 
monetary system with money, depressing 
interest rates and devising special terms to 
induce the flow of money and credit. The 
size of official Roman interventions were 
enormous – figures in the hundreds of 
millions of sesterces (a Roman monetary 
unit).

Could this Roman-world financial crisis 
have peaked in the very year that Christ 
was crucified? The bankruptcies of vari-
ous banks had already begun in 32 A.D., 
continuing into 33 A.D. The exact date 
of the crucifixion of Christ is April 14, 
33 A.D. (exactly fitting the prophecies of 
Daniel). As such, we can confirm that an 
ancient “GFC” was indeed raging across 
the Roman world toward the end of Jesus’ 
time on earth.

Could it be that Jesus Christ will 
return at a time similar to when 
He left – during times of global 
financial crisis? What we do 
know, according to the two 
angels that appeared fol-
lowing the Ascension, is 
that “This same Jesus, 
who has been tak-
en from you into 
he aven ,  w i l l 
come back in 
t he  s a me 
way you 

have seen him go into heaven (Acts 
1:11).”

Most certainly, Jesus’ final return at the 
end of the Tribulation period will occur at 
a time of global devastation and economic 
collapse. Jesus, however, will also appear 
in the air at an earlier time. He said, “I 
will come again, and receive you unto 
myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also (John 14:3).” Here He points to the 
Rapture. And so today, many Christians 
apparently hope that the Rapture will 
occur before such a great financial crisis 
unfolds… perhaps even hoping this might 
occur before the Global Financial Crisis 
worsens.

The Rapture is imminent, potentially 
occurring at any moment. We therefore do 
not know its hour. However, it seems not 
unreasonable to believe that just as Christ 
“was taken from you into heaven” – in oth-
er words, from believers who were look-
ing up as he ascended into heaven – that 
those who will be received into heaven by 
Him in the Rapture, will also be looking 
upwards… not trapped and focused upon 
any worldly financial crisis.

Non-worldliness was implored by Paul: 
“What I mean, brothers, is that the time 
is short. From now on... those who buy 
something, as if it were not theirs to keep; 
those who use the things of the world, as 
if not engrossed in them. For this world 
in its present form is passing away (1 Cor-
inthians 7:29-31).”

Contrary to the promises of globalists, 
demagogues, false prophets and varied 
other hucksters and pied pipers, no heaven 
will be achieved on earth by mankind. 
In its present form, the world will pass 
away. We “Lift up our heads, because 
our redemption is drawing near (Luke 

21:28).”
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The marks of the

spiritual
man

by A.W. Tozer

THE concept of spirituality var-
ies among different Christian 

groups. In some circles the highly vocal 
person who talks religion continually 
is thought to be very spiritual; others 
accept noisy exuberance as a mark of 
spirituality, and in some churches the 
man who prays first, longest and loud-
est gets a reputation for being the most 
spiritual man in the assembly.

Now a vigorous testimony, frequent 
prayers and loud praise may be entirely 
consistent with spirituality, but it is im-
portant that we understand that they do 
not in themselves constitute it nor prove 
that it is present.

True spirituality manifests itself in 
certain dominant desires. These are ever-
present, deep-settled wants sufficiently 
powerful to motivate and control the life. 
For convenience let me number them, 
though I make no effort to decide the 
order of their importance.

1 First is the desire to be holy rather 
than happy. The yearning after hap-

piness found so widely among Christians 
professing a superior degree of sanctity is 
sufficient proof that such sanctity is not 
indeed present. The truly spiritual man 
knows that God will give abundance of 
joy after we have become able to receive it 
without injury to our souls, but he does 
not demand it at once. 

John Wesley said of the members of one 
of the early Methodist societies that he 
doubted that they had been made perfect 
in love because they came to church to 
enjoy religion instead of to learn how they 
could become holy.

2 A man may be considered spiritual 
when he wants to see the honour of 

God advanced through his life even if it 
means that he himself must suffer tempo-
rary dishonour or loss. Such a man prays 
“Hallowed be Thy name,” and silently 
adds, “at any cost to me, Lord.” 

He lives for God’s honour by a kind of 
spiritual reflex. Every choice involving 
the glory of God is for him already made 
before it presents itself. He does not need 
to debate the matter with his own heart; 
there is nothing to debate. The glory of 

God is necessary to him; he gasps for it as 
a suffocating man gasps for air.

3 The spiritual man wants to carry 
his cross. Many Christians accept 

adversity or tribulation with a sigh and call 
it their cross, forgetting that such things 
come alike to saint and sinner. The cross 
is that extra adversity that comes to us as 
a result of our obedience to Christ. This 
cross is not forced upon us; we voluntarily 
take it up with full knowledge of the con-
sequences. We choose to obey Christ and 
by so doing choose to carry the cross.

Carrying a cross means to be attached 
to the Person of Christ, committed to the 
Lordship of Christ and obedient to the 
commandments of Christ. The man who 
is so attached, so committed, so obedient 
is a spiritual man.

4 Again, a Christian is spiritual when 
he sees everything from God’s view-

point. The ability to weigh all things in 
the divine scale and place the same value 
upon them as God does is the mark of a 
Spirit-filled life.

God looks at and through at the same 
time. His gaze does not rest on the surface 
but penetrates to the true meaning of 
things. The carnal Christian looks at an 
object or a situation, but because he does 
not see through it he is elated or cast down 
by what he sees. The spiritual man is able 
to look through things as God looks and 
think of them as God thinks. He insists 
on seeing all things as God sees them 
even if it humbles him and exposes his 
ignorance to the point of real pain.

5 Another desire of the spiritual man 
is to die right rather than to live 

wrong. A sure mark of the mature man of 
God is his nonchalance about living. The 
earth-loving, body-conscious Christian 

looks upon death with numb terror in his 
heart; but as he goes on to live in the Spirit 
he becomes increasingly indifferent to the 
number of his years here below, and at the 
same time increasingly careful of the kind 
of life he lives while he is here. 

He will not purchase a few extra days of 
life at the cost of compromise or failure. 
He wants most of all to be right, and he 
is happy to let God decide how long he 
shall live. He knows that he can afford to 
die now that he is in Christ, but he knows 
that he cannot afford to do wrong, and 
this knowledge becomes a gyroscope to 
stabilise his thinking and his acting.

6 The desire to see others advance at 
his expense is another mark of the 

spiritual man. He wants to see other 
Christians above him and is happy when 
they are promoted and he is overlooked. 
There is no envy in his heart; when his 
brethren are honoured he is pleased be-
cause such is the will of God and that will 
is his earthly heaven. If God is pleased, he 
is pleased for that reason, and if it pleases 
God to exalt another above him he is 
content to have it so.

7 The spiritual man habitually makes 
eternity-judgements instead of time-

judgements. By faith he rises above the tug 
of earth and the flow of time and learns to 
think and feel as one who has already left 
the world and gone to join the innumer-
able company of angels and the general as-
sembly and church of the first-born which 
are written in heaven. Such a man would 
rather be useful than famous and would 
rather serve than be served.

And all this must be by the operation of 
the Holy Spirit within him. No man can 
become spiritual by himself. Only the free 
Spirit can make a man spiritual.
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Jewish Agency 
pushes to 
bring last of 
Ethiopians to 
Israel
Several thousand members of 
the Falash Mura community 
in Ethiopia may be invited 
to move to Israel. The Falash 
Mura are of Jewish origin, but 
their ancestors converted to 
Christianity centuries ago for 
economic and other reasons.

Natan Sharansky, chairman 
of the Jewish Agency for Israel, 
has indicated that he is inter-
ested in stepping up efforts 
to bring to Israel more than 
8 000 members of the Falash 
Mura community in Ethiopia, 
according to a report from the 
International Christian Em-
bassy Jerusalem (ICEJ). 

ICEJ reports that Sharansky 
also said that he would be will-
ing to take over some of the 
responsibilities now carried 
out by the North America 
Coalition on Ethiopian Jewry 
to maintain the community 
in Ethiopia, if their Jewish 
ancestry can be proven. 

In the last two years, the aliya 
or immigration process for the 
Falash Mura community has 
been slowed. ICEJ says that 
about 8 700 Ethiopian Jews in 
desperate financial straits are 
still waiting to make aliya. 
Actor says 
Christianity is 
being marginalised 
in Britain
Christian-
ity is being 
ma rg i na l-
ised in Brit-
ain because 
of a concern 
for not of-
f e n d i n g 
other faiths, 

says the actor David Suchet.
This was revealed in a story 

written by Brian Hutt for 
Christian 

Today, the UK’s largest on-
line Christian news provider.

Hutt said that the star of 
ITV’s Poirot told the UK’s 
Woman’s Weekly magazine: 
“I do feel that Christianity is 
being marginalised by other 
religions in Britain.” 

Suchet, a committed Chris-
tian, claimed a charity he 
worked for had been recently 
turned down for Government 
funding “because it was a 
Christian charity, even though 
it had been funded by the Gov-
ernment for several years. 

“We are in danger of losing 
the importance of the Chris-
tian faith in our own country,” 
he said. 
Uyghur Christian 
released after 2 years 
in prison
Christian human rights group, 
ChinaAid, is reporting that 
Uyg hur Christian house 
church leader Wusiman Yim-
ing was officially released on 
Wednesday, November 18.

After serving two years in 
Laogai (labour) camp, he has 
been finally reunited with his 
wife and two young children. 
Because of his Christian lead-
ership among the 
Uyghur people, 
Wusiman Yiming 
was sentenced to 
criminal deten-
tion “for the crime of divulg-
ing State secrets” by the State 
Security Bureau of Southern 
Xinjiang, Hetian City, Xin-
jiang Uighur Autonomous 
Region in September of 2007. 
He was then secretly sentenced 
in November, 2007, to two 
years of “re-education through 
labour” by the Re-education 
Labor Committee of Hetian 
City. 

500 Chinese house 
church members meet 
despite detentions
Three Chinese house church 
pastors were recently sum-
moned by police for interro-
gation for allegedly “engaging 
in illegal organisation and 
activities.”

In a media release, China-
Aid says: “The three pastors 
were detained throughout the 
morning and into the after-
noon to prevent them from 
leading the worship services at 
Wanbang Missionary Church, 
which has been forced to meet 
outdoors since the eviction 
from their church home two 
weeks ago.” 

The ChinaAid report states 
that local authorities report-
edly tried to intimidate mem-
bers and prevent them from 
attending with threats, but 
were unsuccessful.

Islamic extremists 
execute young convert 
in Somalia
Islamic extremists controlling 
part of the Somali capital of 
Mogadishu have executed a 
young Christian they accused 
of trying to convert a 15-year-
old Muslim to Christianity.

Members of the Islamic ex-
tremist group al Shabaab had 
taken 23-year-old Mumin Ab-
dikarim Yusuf into custody on 
October 28 after the 15-year-
old boy reported him to the 
militants, an area source told 
Compass Direct News. 

According to Compass Di-
rect News, Yusuf ’s body was 
found on Nov. 14 on an empty 
residential street in Mogad-
ishu, with sources saying the 
convert from Islam was shot 
to death, probably some hours 
before dawn. 
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Coming up in February 2010!
Five-year celebration 

weekend
with Shaun & Peter Pollock

To celebrate and thank to the Lord for five years of ministry
through Prepare the Way magazine we will be 

hosting a weekend of meetings at Prepare the Way’s home,
Mount Zion Church in Merrivale 

(near Howick in the KwaZulu Natal Midlands) 
on February 5,6 & 7 next year

*Friday night community outreach
*Saturday morning men’s breakfast

*Sunday morning celebration, 
followed by a free braai

We’d love you to join us, so start making your plans now!
For more details please phone (033) 3307 135 or 082 499 3174 

or e-mail info@prepare.co.za

See next issue for details


