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Good news, bad news
Increased print costs, and the anticipated rise in postage 

costs in March have caught up with us – so you will fi nd you 
had to dig a little deeper into your pocket for this issue of 

Prepare the Way.
And the good news? Well, we believe Prepare the Way is still 
by far the best spiritual food money can buy (apart from the 
Bible, of course)! And in this year, with the Lord’s help and 

enabling, we hope to make it even better.
And what a year this is going to be! Never in the almost 

25 years we’ve been Christians have we felt such a sense of 
anticipation of God being at work, both to will and to do 

His good pleasure.
Th is is an all-or-nothing, now-or-never time. Th e King 

is coming in all His splendour and glory. Don’t be caught 
paddling in the shallows when He does!
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by Helen Gardiner
WE live in difficult 
times as Christians 
– both in the world 
(which we are called 
to be in, but not to be 
a part of ) and in the 
Church. To find the 
narrow, but straight 
way  of  the  L ord; 
the fullness of Jesus 
Christ’s grace upon 
grace; both His lib-
erty and servanthood, 
and His perfect path 
for our lives – is not 
easy.

Why so? Especially, 
in these days?

Because, we are liv-
ing in times of great 
deception, delusion 
and apostasy within 
the Church. These are 
days when the enemy 
of our souls is having a 
field time, taking por-
tions of God’s truth, as 
revealed in His written 
Word, then over-em-
phasising these truths 
(at the expense of oth-
er truths). The enemy’s 
messengers (disguised often times as 
angels of light) are often preaching 
half-truths (one side of the coin, the 
promise without the condition) or just 
downright carnal perversion of portions 
of the Word.

Never have God’s people needed more 
of the fullness of the Holy Spirit to lead 
them into all truth and to enable them 
to divide rightly the Word of truth. We 
have never needed the Word so much, 
as the lamp to our feet and the light 
to our paths. We have never needed to 
attend to and co-operate with God’s 
process of sanctification within, so that 
wickedness can be purged from us, and 

we will not have openings for the en-
emy to come in and lead us astray, and 
become ourselves led away with the 
error of the wicked. These are indeed 
the days when even the elect can and 
will be deceived.

Oh woe! Oh horror! What can we 
do? Get in our trenches, with our heads 
down, and our noses in our Bibles? 
Well, seriously, the “noses in our Bibles” 
bit is good advice, and we do all need 
to spend a good amount of time each 
day reading and absorbing the written 
Word; looking to the Holy Spirit to 
lead us into all truth in both our minds 
and hearts…

But, God’s major 
key to ensuring that 
we stay on the right 
path, is given to us, 
very simply, at the 
end of Psalm 91, 
from verses 14-16: 
“Because he has set 
his love upon Me, 
therefore I will de-
liver him, I will set 
him on high, because 
he has known My 
name. He shall call 
upon Me, and I will 
answer him; I will be 
with him in trouble; 
I will deliver him and 
honour him. With 
long life I will satisfy 
him, and show him 
My salvation.”

The key or the con-
dition to God’s de-
liverance, protection, 
help and salvation, 
is found right at the 
beginning of this lit-
tle passage, “Because 
he has set his love 
upon Me.”

When our love is set 
on Him; when He is 

our First Love; when we desire to love 
Him with ALL our heart, mind, soul 
and strength; when we desire that our 
whole life would be an expression of our 
love for Him; He promises deliverance 
from evil and every evil and wrong way; 
protection, help and revelation of His 
way of salvation.

If we set our first love on the world, 
things, ourselves or other people, we are 
in danger of being led away with the 
error of the wicked.

It’s all very simple, really.
“Little children, keep yourselves from 

idols. Amen (1 John 5:21).”
Herein lies the key.

The key to deliverance 
in difficult times
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Why do
pastors fall?

Why do
pastors fall?

Why do

by Steve Gallagher
OVER the past 15 years, the Church 
has been rocked by numerous sexual 
scandals within its leadership. A great 
number of ministers have fallen prey 
to the temptress of sexual sin. Surely 
Solomon spoke the truth when he 
said, “For she hath cast down many 
wounded: yea, many strong men have 
been slain by her (Proverbs 7:26).”

In a misguided attempt to explain this 
ongoing phenomenon, there have been 
those who have used 1 Corinthians 
10:12 (“let him who thinks he stands 
take heed lest he fall”) to support their 
theory that it can happen to anybody. 
“After all, even David fell,” goes their 
argument. Th e real culprit is the devil 
who brought such an overwhelming 
temptation that the poor minister 
couldn’t help himself. 

While it is true that the enemy is 
a master at setting believers up for 
temptation, just as true is the fact that 
God has empowered His people to 
overcome the allurements of sin. Th ere 
are defi nite identifi able factors involved 
when a minister falls into illicit sexual 
activity.

Paul’s Warning
To correctly interpret Paul’s admoni-

tion to “take heed,” it is important to see 
the context behind his statement. Th e 
entire 10th chapter of 1 Corinthians is 
taken up with the story of the Israelites 
living in the wilderness:

“And do not be idolaters as some of 
them were; as it is written, ‘Th e people 
sat down to eat and drink, and stood 
up to play.’ Nor let us act immorally, 

as some of them did, and 23 000 fell 
in one day. Nor let us try the Lord, as 
some of them did, and were destroyed 
by the serpents. Nor grumble, as some 
of them did, and were destroyed by the 
destroyer (1 Corinthians 10:7-10).’”

Th e overriding point of this chapter 
is to show the importance of living in 
obedience to God. Th e Jewish people 
had given themselves over to Egyptian 
idolatry. Th eir lives were characterised 
by carnality and worldliness. Because 
of their consistent refusal to repent, 
they were judged severely by the Lord. 
Having established the fact that they 
were leading ungodly lifestyles, Paul 
uttered his warning: “Therefore let 
him who thinks he stands take heed 
lest he fall.” 

Th is is not a warning written to those 
who live godly lives but to those who 
have fi lled their lives with idolatry and 
immorality. While it is true that every 
human has a fallen nature and is prone 
to the enticements of sin, none need do 
so. Paul went on to say:

“No temptation has overtaken you but 
such as is common to man; and God is 
faithful, who will not allow you to be 
tempted beyond what you are able, but 
with the temptation will provide the 
way of escape also, that you may be able 
to endure it (1 Corinthians 10:13).” 

Paul’s point is precisely the opposite 
of those who claim that anybody can 
fall at anytime. Although it is right to 
pray for, believe the best about, encour-
age and support those who have fallen 
into sexual sin, it is wrong to excuse 
their behaviour under the premise 
that it can happen to anybody. People 
don’t just “fall” into sin, as if they were 
walking along a path in the dark and 
suddenly – through no fault of their 
own – fall into a hole. Th ere is a reason 
why it happens. People are vulnerable 
to temptation when their daily lives are 
not lined up with God’s Word.

The Fall of David
Th e “Sweet Psalmist” of Israel was 50 

years old when he committed adultery 
with Bathsheba. Th e sight of him leer-
ing at her from his rooftop, arranging 
for her to come to his chambers, seduc-
ing her and then having her husband 
killed must have been enough to make 
angels sit down and weep. What a blow 
it was to the Kingdom of God. How 
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could it happen?
David had a unique hunger for the 

Lord from the time he was a boy 
tending sheep out in the wilderness. 
This was enhanced as he spent time 
with Samuel and deepened during his 
years of running for his life from Saul. 
Undoubtedly David was hitting his 
spiritual peak when he became king at 
the age of 30. Unfortunately, the power, 
prosperity and carnal indulgences such 
a position afforded him began to take 
their toll upon his walk with God.

By the time he had his affair, he had 
been king for 20 years. David had be-
come so soft and pampered that he no 
longer even went out to battle with his 
men. He luxuriated in the palace while 
they laid siege to Ammon. David – who 
had once walked so closely with God 
– had gradually slipped away from the 
Lord in his heart. Years of indulging 
his flesh had left him spiritually weak. 
It was then that the devil presented the 
temptation. 

It is highly doubtful that David would 
have done such a thing when he was 
walking closely with God. We see the 
same thing in his life as was true of the 
Israelites in the wilderness: One’s daily 
life sets the stage for either victory or 
defeat with the temptations that are 
sure to come our way.

It is true – if it could happen to David 
it could happen to anybody. However, 
the real issue was not so much what he 
did with Bathsheba and Uriah but what 
was going on in his heart prior to this. 
Those acts were simply the outworking 
of his inward life. Undoubtedly David 
maintained a pretence of devotion to 
Jehovah, but the reality was that he had 
long since slid away from that place 
of intimacy he had once enjoyed with 
Jehovah. 

In fact, he was so backslidden that he 
stayed in sin with Bathsheba for nine 
months before Nathan’s confrontation 
jolted him into reality. Psalm 32, which 
he wrote after he came to his senses, 
describes his state of mind during that 
time.

The Dangers       
Pastors Face

The danger those in ministry face are 
not the sexual enticements one is as-
saulted by in the sexualised culture of 

today but the overwhelming pressure 
exerted upon them to slack off spiritu-
ally. In Galatians 5 – that marvellous 
chapter that describes the battle be-
tween the Spirit-led life and the carnal 
life – Paul said, “Walk in the Spirit, and 
ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh 
(Galatians 5:16).”

My testimony is that in all my years of 
ministering to Christian men who had 
fallen into sin – including many pastors 
– I have never found any evidence that 
would dispute the truth of that state-
ment. To put it in its most basic terms: 
those who walk in the Spirit in their 
daily lives will find the strength avail-
able to withstand temptation when it 
presents itself; those who walk in the 
flesh will not. 

Having said that, allow me to briefly 
touch on some common denominators 
I have often found in the lives of pastors 
who have fallen into sin.  

1 The devotional life has not been 
properly maintained. A number 

of years ago, Otis Stanley asked me to 
speak at a pastors’ retreat on the subject, 
“Why Do Our Pastors Keep Falling 
Into Sin?” One of the things I said to 
those men was that, of all the fallen 
ministers I had dealt with over the 
years, I had never once had to minister 
to a “Mary,” but I had dealt with many 
“Marthas.” In other words, those who 
stay at the feet of Christ are not vulner-
able to falling into sin. At Pure Life 
Ministries, every worker – whether he 
is counselling others or simply filling 
telephone orders – is required to spend 
at least two hours a day seeking God. If 
these laypeople can live that way, surely 
those who are representing the Lord to 
others should do so as well. 

2 There is an over-busy life. This is 
difficult, because ministry can be 

very demanding. However, I have found 
that much of the activity of those who 
had fallen into sin was not generated by 
a sincere love for people as much as it 
was by selfish ambition or fear of man. 
The sincere minister will go to God and 
ask Him to reveal his motives. “Lord, 
am I involved in this activity because 
I truly want to help others or because 
I am trying to build a bigger church?” 
Or, “Lord, even if my motives are pure 
in this, is it your will?” Jesus scolded 
Martha by saying, “Martha, Martha, 
you are worried and bothered about so 

many things; but only a few things are 
necessary, really only one, for Mary has 
chosen the good part, which shall not be 
taken away from her (Luke 10:41-42).” 
Corrie Ten Boom once said, “Beware of 
the barrenness of a busy life.” 

3 There is a habit of going to the 
world for comfort. Ministry can 

be incredibly draining. When a pastor 
has worked at a frantic pace all day (or 
all week) it can be very tempting to 
“veg-out” in front of a TV set. Sports 
especially are a strong lure. TV affects 
the believer in many ways – all of them 
bad. I will mention only a couple here. 
First, TV is the acting out of the deeds 
of the flesh (Galatians 5:19-21). As 
such, it relentlessly pounds its carnal 
message into the heart of the viewer. 
Second, it desensitises the viewer to 
the evil nature of sin. Third, it deadens 
a believer’s spiritual appetite. Fourth, it 
dulls a person’s ears to hear God’s voice. 
The pastor who regularly watches TV 
weakens his spiritual vitality and allows 
the enemy inroads into his innermost 
being. 

4 The final factors – which I will  
briefly mention – are of no fault to 

the pastor. Satan often capitalises upon 
discouragement to lead a person into 
sin. When a believer gets down or gets 
hurt by others, he becomes more vul-
nerable to temptation. Being worn out 
by ministry is another thing that will 
weaken a leader’s resolve to live a holy 
life. The ministry is both stressful and 
sedentary by nature. I don’t believe these 
factors alone will take the believer out 
of God’s protecting grace, but coupled 
with spiritual apathy, they can make 
him more vulnerable to temptation. 

The things I have listed are not meant 
to be a comprehensive list. Rather, they 
are mentioned to support what was 
stated earlier: the way a believer lives his 
daily life will determine how vulnerable 
he is to the allurements of sin. A man 
who is living a consecrated life, walking 
humbly with God, and has his priorities 
in order very well may face temptations 
to fall into sin. However, in that tempta-
tion he will find the grace of God there 
to empower him “to deny ungodliness 
and worldly desires and to live sensibly, 
righteously and godly in the present age 
(Titus 2:12).”

Steve and his wife, Kathy, head up Pure Life 
Ministries. Visit their website at www.purelifemi-
nistries.org
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The 

Lie 
Stopper

by Greg Hinnant
“Th e mouth of those who speak lies shall be 
stopped (Psalm 63:11).”
WITH these memorable words David 
closed Psalm 63: “Th e mouth of those 
who speak lies shall be stopped.” No 
passing sentiment, this was a key ele-
ment in his personal faith.

At the time, David was being eff ec-
tively maligned throughout Israel by 
King Saul’s vicious and unrelenting 
slander campaign (see 1 Samuel 22:6-
8). Everywhere David turned, former 
friends, and sometimes people he had 
never met, were turning against him. 
Under such circumstances, the anointed 
and formerly successful and beloved 
son of Jesse took comfort in realising 
that his long nightmare of misjudge-
ment would not last forever. On some 
divinely appointed day, though he knew 
not how, God would stop Saul’s lies. 

Do we understand fully what lies 
are?

Lies are not only blatant untruths 
and outlandish fabrications. More fre-

quently they are simply partial truths 
deliberately twisted to create false 
impressions. Th ey are wilful dissemina-
tions of damaging misinformation and 
malicious distortions of reality. Th ey 
are biased or imbalanced presentations, 
inaccurate or incomplete descriptions of 
events, actions, words, or characters. 

And do we understand why people 
lie?

Through their mean-spirited mis-
representations, liars always seek to 
deceive, destroy, or divide. Th ey hope 
to delude their listeners to further their 
own selfi sh or malicious purposes. And 
always their words destroy something: 
the reputations of the people about 
whom they lie, or their souls (if such 
victims become off ended and bitter), 
or their favour with others; also, the 
people to whom they lie, whose souls 
are damaged if they believe their false 
reports. 

Moreover, their distortions almost 
always cause divisions: they separate 
people from their friends, partners, 

brethren, associates, churches, spouses, 
or families; and, from God, who has 
no respect for “such as turn aside to 
(believe) lies (Psalm 40:4).” 

And do we recognise the diff erent 
forms lying takes?

In the justice system, lying is desig-
nated as perjury, or deliberately giving 
false testimony under oath. In politics, 
the popular euphemism for lying is 
“negative politics.” In religion, lying 
manifests in a variety of ways – as false 
religions, false doctrines, false move-
ments, false prophets, and religious 
backstabbing. In journalism, lying is 
labelled as libel in print medias and 
slander in radio and television report-
ing. Socially, lying manifests as gossip, 
or passing on unconfi rmed defamatory 
information about people we may not 
even know and matters that are often 
none of our business. 

Why was David so sure God would 
stop liars? Here are four reasons he 
surely understood at the time of his 
writing:

Four Reasons Why 
God Stops Liars

God’s holy hatred
Knowing God’s Word, David under-

stood that God hates wilful reputation 
assassination (one cannot assassinate 
another’s character, only their reputa-
tion). Two of the seven sins God hates 
most involve wilfully misrepresenting 
people’s characters, words, or deeds 
(Proverbs 6:16-19). And the term the 
Holy Spirit selected to describe God’s 
feelings about this practice is “abomina-
tion,” which conveys the strongest pos-
sible antipathy – absolute detestation 
and thorough loathing. 

Also, one of the 10 Commandments 
is dedicated to forbidding the sin of ly-
ing: “Th ou shalt not bear false witness 
against thy neighbour (Exodus 20:16).” 
Furthermore, God repeatedly vows that 
unrepentant liars will spend eternity far 
from Him, “He that telleth lies shall not 
tarry in my sight (Psalm 101:7) – and 
in the tormenting lake of fi re, “All liars 
shall have their part in the lake of fi re 
(Revelation 21:8).” (See Psalm 120:2-4; 
Revelation 21:27; 22:15.) 

These scriptures reveal just how 
strongly God detests lying. Why is it 
so reprehensible to Him?

Surely, the God of truth hates false-



Prepare the Way Prepare the Way 7

hood because, as described above, it is 
deceptive, destructive, and divisive. But 
another, and perhaps chief, reason is 
that lying reminds Him of the treach-
erous work of Satan, the “father” of lies 
( John 8:44), in the garden of Eden. 
Th ere, by maliciously misrepresenting 
God’s intentions to Eve, Satan (the 
serpent) succeeded in creating a false or 
distorted impression of God – that He 
did not want the best for man – which 
provoked Adam to rebel against Him. 

Hence, it was a lie that separated the 
loving Creator from His most-beloved 
creature, man. It seems certain that 
before the fall Satan (Lucifer) used this 
same method to deceive a third of the 
angelic hosts and move them to join his 
rebellion against God. To God, then, 
every human lie is but a distant – and 
abominable! – echo of that original 
malicious misrepresentation.
God’s faithful love

David was also aware of God’s faithful 
love to His own children. In fatherly 
compassion, God has bound Himself 
to defend His people from every attack, 
whether spiritual, verbal, or physical. He 
promised in the Pentateuch, “And thine 
enemies shall be found (exposed as) 
liars unto thee (Deuteronomy 33:29).” 
How could God do anything less when 
slanderers harm those who are “the 
apple of his eye (Zecheriah 2:8)?” (See 
Numbers 12:1-15; 1 Corinthians 10:13; 
Luke 18:1-8.)
God’s Abrahamic covenant

Very familiar with the Abrahamic cov-
enant (Genesis 12:1-3), David remem-
bered that God swore to curse those 
who cursed Abraham or, by extension, 
His believing seed: “I will… curse him 
that curseth thee (verse 3).” Lying is 
but another form of cursing since, by 
spreading malicious distortions, liars 
hope to bring a “curse” – disfavour, 
misfortune, or ruin – upon the person 
they’re lying about.

Haman’s lie, for example, which 
claimed that the Jews were disobedient 
to Persian law and therefore an intoler-
able liability to King Xerxes, was the 
hateful tool he used to authorise the 
extermination of all the Jews in Persia. 
But as the reader of Scripture will note, 
God caused Haman’s curse to return 
upon his own head and household… 
and swiftly! “So they hanged Haman 
on the gallows that he had prepared for 
Mordecai (Esther 7:10).”

Balaam was similarly frustrated when 
he tried to curse the Israelites. Except 
in his case, God “turned the curse into 
a blessing (Deuteronomy 23:5).” Why? 
For one reason: God had made a solemn 
covenant with their, and our, forefather 
in the life of faith, Abraham.
God’s just nature

Finally, David knew that God’s nature 
is perfectly and unchangeably just. 
Hence, using many diff erent expres-
sions and examples, His Word promises 
that every unrepentant sinner must 
reap precisely what he has sown: “For 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap (Galatians 6:7).” (See 
Deuteronomy 19:16-19; Psalms 7:14-
15; 64:2-4, 7-8; Proverbs 26:27; 28:10; 
Ecclesiastes 10:8a; Revelation 13:10.)

Willful slanderers, therefore, must not 
only be silenced but also slandered. Be-
cause they have misrepresented others, 
they will be misrepresented themselves, 
or, at the very least, exposed as the crafty 
deceivers they are (Proverbs 26:26).

Haman again serves as an excellent 
example. Before Haman was hanged, 
God, in a surprising turn of events, 
permitted him to look like he was try-
ing to rape Queen Esther… a crime 
of which he was not guilty (see Esther 
7:8)! Why? Because God’s nature is 
permanently and perfectly fair: Haman, 
the misrepresenter, had to be misrepre-
sented. And so it was.

As Surely As Th e     
Noonday Sun

It was with these sure truths in mind 
that David declared confi dently, “Th e 
mouth of those who speak lies shall be 
stopped.” And elsewhere in his writings 
he promised vindication for all who 
have been wrongfully villainised: “For 
he shall bring forth thy righteousness 
as (surely as) the light (or dawn comes) 
and thy justice as (clear as) the noonday 
(sun) (Psalm 37:6).”

Th e apostle Paul went one step further, 
putting this issue in the imperative: 
“Whose mouths must be stopped (Titus 
1:10-11, emphasis mine).” 

Why? If God didn’t stop liars, His 
maligned servants would never be 
trusted by His people and free to serve 
Him fruitfully. If they remained forever 
misunderstood, they could not advance 
His will and kingdom and glory in the 
earth. 

But how does God accomplish this 
liberation from liars? Scripture shows 
the God of truth stopping liars in one 
of three ways: by confounding and dis-
piriting them; or by exposing them; or 
by terminating them. By showing over-
whelming favour for Nehemiah, David, 
and Moses and Aaron, God disproved 
and dispirited the Samaritans, Shimei, 
and Korah’s band of rebels respectively; 
and suddenly their demonic inspiration 
evaporated (see Nehemiah 6:15-16; 2 
Samuel 19:18-20; Numbers 17:5). 

By revealing Jesus’ superior wisdom and 
grasp of biblical knowledge, God exposed 
the false teachings and unjustifi ed op-
position of the Pharisees, Sadducees, and 
Herodians; and their fl owing stream of 
falsehoods dried up (see Matthew 22:46; 
Mark 11:27-33; John 8:9). 

But God had to deal with more incor-
rigible liars, such as King Saul and Ab-
salom, more severely. Th e only way He 
could get them to stop misrepresenting 
His servant, David, was to take them 
home. Tragically, they persisted in their 
deceit until their last breath. Sadly, God 
is occasionally forced to do this today, to 
facilitate the furtherance of His Gospel 
and plan in the earth. Hence, the apostle 
Paul warns us in this Church Age, “For 
this cause (unconfessed, unforsaken sins, 
including lying)… many sleep (1 Cor-
inthians 11:30).” Like David, Paul knew 
God as the Lie Stopper.

Do we know God in this role? When 
for the fi rst time He lets our adversaries 
slander us, we get sinking feelings in the 
pits of our stomachs as we consider losing 
the best thing we have: our good name. 
And if God lets our detractors continue, 
we’re strongly tempted to fi ght back, 
word for word, accusation for accusation! 
Or give up. 

It’s then that we must believe David’s 
testimony. He lost his reputation for the 
Lord’s sake, but later the Lord restored 
it and honoured David greatly. If we will 
just hold on, abiding close to the Lord, 
doing our duty, not resisting evil with 
evil, and refusing to fear our enemies’ lies, 
God will do for us exactly what He did 
for David: At His appointed time, He 
will deliver us from our dishonourers. 
And because we made ourselves of no 
reputation for a season for Christ’s sake, 
He will honour us – “I will… honour 
Him (Psalm 91:15)” – and turn our bit-
ter defeats into sweet victories.

© Copyright: Greg Hinnant Ministries 
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The 
sign of 
Jonah
by Peter Pollock
“A wicked and adulterous generation seeks 
after a sign; and no sign shall be given 
to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah 
(Matthew 16:4).” 
THE book of Jonah certainly does 
present interesting dimensions! I re-
call once being challenged by a church 
adherent about whether I believed in 
the story of Adam and Eve; the Great 
deluge with Noah and his ark and, 
inevitably, Jonah and his episode with 
the whale! 

Of course I believe them, was my 
forthright answer. They are in the Bible! 
But his response was that they were 
simply allegories and parables. He did 
not quite descend into labelling them 
fables, fiction, myths or legends but my 
friend, the nominal churchgoer, was re-
ally quite cynical. Jonah? A whale of a 
story! Sunday School stuff! You’re surely 
not going to swallow that. 

Well, for me it is enough that God 
tells the story of Jonah and Jesus ap-
proves it. I don’t need more than that! 
And I believe, too, that there is a very 
strong prophetic message for all of us 
from the book of Jonah.

Simply, as the story goes, Jonah was 
summoned by God to go to preach to 
Nineveh about their great wickedness. 
Jonah fled and boarded a ship but God 
raised a storm. Finally Jonah was tossed 
overboard and swallowed by a whale. 
He spent three days in the belly of 
this whale and was finally spewed out 
on to dry land. God then called Jonah 
a second time and he responded and 
this time obediently went to Nineveh, 

preaching sin and repentance. There 
was a massive response and God had 
mercy on the people, postponing the 
judgement. This didn’t please Jonah 
because he felt he had been made to 
look a fool!

But let’s examine it more deeply. The 
“word of God came to Jonah,” chal-
lenging him to go to Nineveh. That, I 
believe, is constantly the most relevant, 
up-to-date prophetic and gospel chal-
lenge to us – you and me, the church. 

Time for a        
watchman

Nobody will argue that worldwide 
wickedness and godlessness is on the 
alarming increase. It is worse than So-
dom and Gomorrah, say the pundits. 
How we would measure that I don’t 
know, but clearly time is short, as evil 
abounds and deception is rife. And it’s 

time for a “watchman,” for someone 
to stand in the gap, for the prophets 
to sound the trumpet. It is time for 
the “church” to arise and address the 
modern “Nineveh.”

But Jonah fled and, likewise, so has 
the church. Jonah sought refuge in a 
boat and we, too, have our own modern 
Titanic! It’s a seeker-friendly, super-
computerised, “unsinkable,” all-roads-
lead-to-God, self-confident, technically 
arrogant, prosperous, self-indulgent, 
worldly and apostate church! It is 
both “super-spiritual” and “holistic,” 
accommodating all the right jargon 
but, sadly and tragically, it is a “titanic” 
dead on course for its godless iceberg! 
It is a church of “relevance,” “liberalism” 
and “political correctness,” rather than 
“rhema” and “revelation!” 

It has been intimidated by the world 
into a state of compromise and this 
has rendered it powerless! The “church” 
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has fl ed its obligation and its calling to 
preach the true gospel and oppose evil. 
It is no longer salt and light. It is an 
organisation, not an organism. 

Outside there was a massive storm, but 
Jonah was in the lowest part of the ship. 
He had fallen asleep, like those virgins. 
What is the problem, the crew asked? 

Well, the world today is asking the 
same question. Th ey cast lots for an 
answer, but Jonah knew the cause of 
the storm. “I am the problem,” confesses 
Jonah. He was the believer, the church, 
but he had fl ed his mission and reneged 
on his calling. Indeed, the raging storm 
was because he had turned his back on 
God and was no longer standing for 
the truth. 

Plain and simply, Jonah had been too 
scared, selfi sh or indiff erent to con-
front the burning issues. But now he 
recognised the hand of Almighty God 
in nature, in the waves and wind. Th at 
should send shivers down our spines! 

Loyalty to the 
brotherhood

It’s interesting that the “crew,” for a 
short time, showed a misguided loyalty 
to “mankind” and the “brotherhood” of 
man by rowing on. But personal hard-
ship and inconvenience soon revealed 
their true colours. So they tossed him 
overboard! And the modern world, like 
the crew, has done the same with the 
church and the Word of God. Both 
have been tossed overboard as irrelevant 
and out of date. 

Th e modern crew has fancy names! 
Post-modernism. Syncretism. New 
Age. But they have undermined the 
church, tossed her overboard. God has 
allowed it all to happen because judge-
ment will start with the house of God, 
as will revival! 

God has His ways and His answers. 
He always does. Th e answer back then 
was the “whale of deliverance” and 
it’s that self-same “whale” that is still 
waiting, fi guratively and spiritually, to 
deliver the modern church from its 
carnality and worldliness.

What happened in the belly of the 
whale? Down there in the deep, Jonah’s 
affl  iction caused him to “look up,” and it 
was then that the penny fi nally dropped 
and he realised that being sold out to 
the “world” is worthless; that only God 
is the answer and that we all make our 

own choices and fi nally become the 
victims, or otherwise, of those choices.

Furthermore it became pretty clear to 
Jonah that knowing God is about sacri-
fi ce and obedience. In other words, it is 
about denying self and dying to the ego, 
and giving up our independent right 
to ourselves. And, what’s more, being 
hugely thankful about it! 

It involves a big cost, putting the hand 
to the plough and not looking back. Of 
course, all of that is far too much to ex-
pect of anyone, or even to contemplate 
in this modern day and age. It is going 
overboard, some would say! After all, we 
have got lives to live; jobs to do; families 
to run. Give us a break! 

Jonah had run away. He had backslid-
den, forsaken God’s call. It was only in 
his distress that he had fi nally called out 
from the depths. Only in the whale’s 
belly did he discern that the world had 
devoured him, that he was camping on 
the outskirts of hell. But, most impor-
tant, there in the belly he was drawn 
back to the simple basics. Th e truth of 
a godless world stared him in the face 
and he realised that salvation comes 
only from God. 

Friends, the church needs to get back 
to those simple basics, back to Jesus! 
Th en, like Jonah, a new man will be 
spewed out to go to the modern “Nin-
eveh” and confront evil. 

Th is new man will preach the truth. 
He will preach judgement, heaven, hell 
and the gospel of repentance. Th e “new 
Jonah” will be radical and fundamental 
with no compromise. To all and sundry, 
from prince to pauper, the clarion call of 
Jesus Christ will be heard. Th ere will be 
sackcloth and ashes, from the greatest 
to the least and, as in Nineveh, there will 
be response and revival. People will turn 
from their wicked ways and repent.

God always gives 
Nineveh a chance

Interestingly enough, though God 
responded and postponed judgement, 
Nineveh did fi nally disappear off  the 
face of the earth. All cities, and nations, 
will finally disappear with the new 
heaven and a new earth. But until then, 
God will, as always, give “Nineveh” a 
chance! He is into grace, mercy and 
salvation. 

God is in the people business, desir-
ing none to be lost. From the creation 

of Adam and Eve, God’s intent was to 
make man in his own image so that He 
could have fellowship with His crea-
tions. Finally, into eternity, this will be 
achieved, but only with all those who 
choose to come to Him through His 
Son Jesus Christ.

Th ere is but one way! Th at is why 
God’s true prophets are called to en-
courage the only route – repentance 
unto salvation. 

Th e Holy Spirit convicts on sin and 
judgement, always off ering a way out. 
God speaks “straight” not because he 
delights in judgement but because 
“straight talk” causes “turning” and lives 
to change. 

Th e prophet’s job is not to judge but 
to warn. Only God judges, and again 
we note that the prophet’s offi  ce and 
calling went against his own emotions. 
Nationalism, culture and patriotism all 
tend to take our eyes off  the gospel.

Our attitude to the book of Jonah re-
veals our attitude to God. We can either 
go the route of naturalism and miss it, 
or open our ears, eyes and hearts to 
the super-naturalism of the sign of the 
prophet Jonah and be blessed, encour-
aged and motivated. Again the choice, 
as ever, is ours!

Let us hide away our char-
ity – yes, hide it even from 
ourselves. Give so often, and 

so much as a matter of course, 
that you no more take note that 
you have helped the poor than 

that you have eaten your regular 
meals.

Do your giving without even 
whispering to yourself, “How 
generous I am!” Do not thus 
attempt to reward yourself. 

Leave the matter with God, who 
never fails to see, to record, and 
to reward... This is the bread, 

which eaten by stealth, is sweet-
er than the banquets of kings. 

How can I indulge myself today 
with this delightful luxury? 

Charles Spurgeon
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by David Smithers
THE modern Church, much like an-
cient Israel, has never been very com-
fortable with God’s prophetic people. 
In every corner of the Church today 
you can find those who are echoing 
the words of stubborn King Ahab – “Is 
that you, (Elijah) you TROUBLER of 
Israel (1 Kings 18:17)?” 

Usually when something tastes un-
pleasant to us, we try to add something 
else to sweeten it up. Because con-
temporary Christendom is so uncom-
fortable with the prophetic voice of 
repentance, some are trying to redefine 
the role of a prophet as one who merely 
encourages the Church about future 
events. Prophets are not placed in our 
midst to sing us sweet lullabies, they 
are the alarm system for the House of 
God! 

Leonard Ravenhill described the 
role of a prophet this way, “Prophets 
are God’s emergency men for crisis 
hours. They thrive on perplexity, over-
ride adversity, defeat calamity, bring 
the new wine of the Kingdom to burst 
withered wineskins of orthodoxy, and 
birth revival.”

One of the most unique prophetic 
men of the 20th Century was the 
revivalist, John Sung. He operated as 
a true apostolic evangelist, with count-
less signs and wonders following his 
ministry. Unlike any other modern saint 
that I have ever studied, John Sung 
epitomises that rare combination of 
New Testament purity and power. 

His life and ministry were powerfully 
marked by a genuine prophetic anoint-
ing. He was the embodiment of a burn-
ing zeal, unquenchable passion and an 
unrelenting fearlessness. Some called 
him the “John Wesley of China,” while 
others called him “the Ice-Breaker” or 
the “Apostle of Revival.” 

Almost everyone who has ever wit-
nessed or studied his ministry, considers 
him to be one of the greatest revivalist 
of the last century. Yet to our great 

shame and loss he has been pitifully 
forgotten and neglected by most of 
the Western Church. He is the forgot-
ten prophet of the forgotten Chinese 
revival of 1927-1937. 

John Sung was born on September 27, 
1901 in Hinghwa of the Fukien prov-
ince in southeast China. He was the son 
of a respected Methodist minister and 
was converted as a young boy at the age 
of nine. In 1920 John Sung at age 19 
left for America to study at Wesleyan 
University of Ohio. He later went on 
to study at Ohio State University and 
Union Theological Seminary. 

Within five years and two months 
from the day he entered college, he 
earned three academic degrees: a Bach-
elor of Science, a Master of Science and 
a Doctor of Philosophy, all while do-
ing menial labour on a full-time basis. 
However, these high honours did not 
come without taking a great toll on his 
spiritual life. 

Backslidden &  
doubting

After a few years in America, sit-
ting under a steady diet of worldly 
philosophy and liberal theology, John 
Sung found himself backslidden and 
doubting everything that his father had 
taught him. 

On February 10, 1927, around the 
same time when revival was starting 
to break out in China, John Sung re-
committed his life to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. This was just the beginning of 
a much deeper work. After repenting 
of his sins he was suddenly filled with 
an inexpressible joy. He immediately 
began to preach to all his classmates 
and professors. 

This drastic change in John Sung’s 
behaviour made some believe that he 
had become mentally unbalanced. He 
soon found himself being committed 
to an insane asylum by the seminary 
authorities. He was allowed to take with 

him only his Bible and a fountain pen. 
He would later refer to that asylum as 
his true theological seminary. 

John Sung was incarcerated for 193 
days, a little more than six months. 
During that time he read the Bible 
from beginning to end 40 times! He 
devoted almost every waking hour to 
reading the Bible and prayer. 

Through those months of quiet 
solitude, the Holy Spirit was carefully 
laying the foundations for John Sung’s 
revival ministry. He was being prepared 
to participate in one of the mightiest 
revivals of the 20th Century. 

After finally being discharged, John 
boarded a ship on October 4, 1927 
bound for Shanghai. “He had been 
seven and a half years in the United 
States. He was now a man of outstand-
ing scholastic attainments, and doubt-
less any of the national universities 
of China would have welcomed his 
services...” 

In spite of all the possible opportuni-
ties that his education could afford him, 
John Sung was determined to go home 
and preach to his countrymen. He real-
ised that what China needed most was 
not more science teachers but preach-
ers of the Gospel. One day, as the ship 
neared its destination, he gathered up 
all his diplomas, medals and fraternity 
keys and threw them overboard into 
the ocean. The only exception was his 
doctor’s diploma, which he kept only 
for the benefit of his father. 

Like Paul, John Sung could say, “What 
things were gain to me, these I have 
counted loss for Christ (Philippians 
3:7).” After arriving back in China, 
John Sung was soon married and then 
later joined the Bethel Bible School of 
Shanghai. 

It wasn’t long before he became the 
school’s field evangelist. He allied him-
self with Andrew Gih and a few other 

John Sung
China’s forgotten
apostle of revival
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graduates from the school to form the 
“Bethel Evangelistic Band.” God used 
this apostolic team mightily to spread 
the fires of revival all over China as 
they went forth preaching and singing 
the Gospel. 

When John Sung was not behind 
the pulpit, he was reserved and even 
subdued. However, when preaching 
he was a man of fervency and intense 
emotions. He often would pace back 
and forth across the platform or some-
times leap over the Communion rail. 
At other times he would walk up and 
down the aisles to point his finger at 
someone in the audience and then run 
back to the front of the church and then 
stand on the Communion rail to finish 
his sermon. 

Moved with the mes-
sage of Christ’s love
He always emphasised repentance and 

the need for complete restitution where 
it was at all possible. He fearlessly de-
nounced all sin and hypocrisy wherever 
he found it, especially among hardened 
ministers. Yet he also moved audiences 
with the message of Christ’s tender and 
unfailing love, like few others could. 

Dr Sung’s meetings were always ac-
companied by a tremendous amount 
of conviction and brokenness over sin. 
It was not uncommon for hundreds of 
people to be seen with tears streaming 
down their faces and crying out for 
mercy. Convicted sinners frequently 
would rush forward to openly confess 
their sins before the whole congrega-
tion. 

“In the course of his preaching, Dr 
Sung often received the gift of proph-
ecy.” On several occasions he pointed 
out the sins of some backslidden pastor 
with an incredible and fearful accuracy. 
Leslie T. Lyall writes, “Sometimes he 
would single out an individual, a pastor 
or office bearer in the church, and say, 
‘There is sin in your heart!’ And he was 
always right.” 

When John Sung was not actively 
preaching or organising a new evange-
listic team, he usually could be found 
writing in his diary or adding to his 
ever-growing prayer list. He carefully 
prayed over an extensive list of peo-
ple’s needs, which was accompanied 
by dozens of small photographs. John 
Sung was a faithful intercessor and al-

ways requested a small picture of those 
desiring prayer in order to help him 
intercede with a deeper burden. 

Everywhere he went, he urged the 
people to give themselves to prayer. 
“The fact that the Chinese Church is a 
praying Church today, can be attributed 
in part to the influence and example of 
this man who prayed.” Nothing was 
allowed to hinder his time in prayer. 
John Sung made it his regular habit to 
be up every day at 5 am to pray for two 
or three hours. 

“Prayer for John Sung was like a battle. 
He prayed until the sweat poured down 
his face.” At times he would literally 
collapse upon his bed and uncontrol-
lably weep and sob under the burden 
of travailing prayer. John Sung believed 
that prayer was the most important 
work of the believer. He defined faith 
as watching God work while on your 
knees. Mr Boon Mark said of John 
Sung, “He talked least, preached more 
and prayed most.” 

Because it was evident that John Sung 
was a man of great power in prayer, 
the sick and crippled increasingly 
came to him to receive prayer for their 
bodies. John Sung always made time 
to tenderly pray for their needs. “Dr 
Sung usually had one meeting in every 
campaign at which he would give an 
address on healing and the necessity 
for sincere repentance before inviting 
the sick to come forward.” 

Hundreds were instantly healed of 
every kind of ailment and disease. The 
blind received their sight; the lame 
walked, and the deaf and mute were 
all wonderfully healed as John Sung 
cried out to Jesus in prayer. Sometimes 

John Sung, Leland Wang and Watchman Nee in Shanghai, 1934.

he would personally lay hands on and 
pray for as many as 500-600 people at 
one time. 

In spite of the fact that so many mar-
vellous healings followed his ministry, 
he suffered for years from intestinal 
tuberculosis. This disease consistently 
plagued him with painful and infected 
bleeding ulcers in his colon. Never-
theless he still continued to fervently 
preach, sometimes in a kneeling posi-
tion to lesson the terrible pain. Finally 
after years of suffering with this afflic-
tion, he died at only 43, on August 18, 
1944. 

A true revival pioneer
John Sung was a true revival pioneer. 

He lead multiplied thousands of Chi-
nese and Southeast Asians into new 
realms of spiritual power and reality. 
The call of revival, is a call to be a pio-
neer! If we are serious about revival, we 
must be willing to go places were the 
modern Church has never been or has 
long forgotten. 

Therefore we must stop looking to 
contemporary Christianity for the steps 
to our revival dreams and visions. We 
cannot afford to let the Church’s present 
weakness and failure steal our hope and 
faith for a future revival. God is not call-
ing us to imitate the weak things around 
us. He is inviting us to believe Him for 
the power and purity of the Church as 
seen in the New Testament! 

Our 70 years are finished, and it’s time 
for us to stop listening to Sanballat and 
Tobiah and get busy rebuilding the 
House of Prayer (Daniel 9:1-3, Ezra 
1:1-5). 
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Narrow
The

Way

by Arthur W. Pink
“Enter through the narrow gate; for the 
gate is wide and the way is broad that 
leads to destruction, and there are many 
who enter through it. For the gate is small 
and the way is narrow that leads to life, 
and there are few who find it. (Matthew 
7:13-14).”
THERE are multitudes of religious 
people who are attempting to combine 
the two “ways,” making the best of 
both worlds and serving two masters. 
They wish to gratify self now and enjoy 
the happiness of Heaven in eternity. 
Crowds of nominal Christians are 
deluding themselves into believing 
that they can do so; but they are ter-
ribly deceived. 

A profession of faith which is not 
verified by the putting to death of the 
deeds of the body in the power of the 
Spirit (Romans 8:13), is vain. A faith 
which is not evidenced by complete 
submission to Christ, is only the faith 
of demons ( James 2:19). A love which 
does not keep Christ’s commandments, 
is presumption ( John 14:23). A claim 

to being a Christian, where 
there is no real yieldedness 
to the will of God, is daring 
presumption.  

In the Sermon on the Mount 
the Lord laid out the inward 
state of those who belonged 
to His spiritual kingdom 
(Matthew 5:4-11); described 
the outward conduct by 
which they might be identi-
fied (5:13-16); expounded 
the personal righteousness 
which God’s justice demand-
ed (5:17-28); and defined that 
utter repudiation of sin which 
he required from His people 
(5:29-30). 

So high are the demands 
of the thrice holy One, so 
uncompromising are the re-
quirements of His ineffable 
character, that none can dwell 
with Him eternally who do 
not now, loathe, resist, and 
turn from all that is repulsive 
to His pure eye. Nothing 
short of the complete deny-
ing of self, the abandoning of 
the dearest idol, the forsaking 
of the most cherished sinful 
course – figuratively repre-

sented under the cutting off of a right 
hand and the plucking out of a right 
eye – is what He claims from every 
one who would have communion with 
Himself.

Such plain and pointed declarations 
of Christ must have seemed “hard say-
ings” to the multitudes who listened to 
Him; such piercing and flesh-withering 
demands would probably cause many 
of his Jewish hearers to think within 
themselves, “Who then can be saved? 
This is indeed a small gate and a narrow 
way.” Anticipating their secret objec-
tions, the Lord plainly declared that 
the Gate to salvation is “Small” and the 
Way which leads to life is “Narrow;” yet, 
He went on to point out, it is your wis-
dom, your interest, your duty to enter 
that “Gate” and walk that “Way.” 

He acknowledged and faithfully 
warned them that there was a “Wide 
gate” seeking their entrance, and a 
“Broad road” inviting them to walk 
therein; but that gate leads to perdition, 
that road ends in Hell. 

The “Small Gate” is the only gate to 
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“life,” the “Narrow Way” is the only one 
which leads to Heaven. Few indeed find 
it; few have the least inclination for it; 
but that very fact ought only to provide 
an additional incentive to my giving all 
diligence to enter therein. 

In the verses quoted above, Christ 
defined and described the Way of sal-
vation, though we (sorrowfully) admit 
that modern evangelists rarely expound 
it. What we shall now endeavour to set 
forth is very different from what most 
have been taught, but you reject it at 
your peril. 

The Small Gate
The Greek word for “Small” signifies 

restrained or “Narrow.” Now a “Gate” 
serves two purposes: it lets in and it 
shuts out. All who enter this Narrow 
Gate gain admittance to that “Way” 
which “leads to life;” but all do not en-
ter by this Narrow Gate, are eternally 
barred from God’s presence. 

What is denoted by this figure of the 
“Narrow Gate?” We believe the refer-
ence is to the searching and solemn 
teaching of Him who is Truth incar-
nate. It is only as the heart bows to the 
righteousness of God’s claims and de-
mands upon us, as set forth by His Son, 
that any soul can enter that path which 
alone leads to Him. While the heart is 
rebellious against Him there can be no 
approach to Him, for – “Can two walk 
together except they be agreed?” 

What is meant by “entering” this Nar-
row Gate?

First, the acceptance of those teach-
ings of truth, of duty, of happiness, 
which were unfolded by Christ – the 
honest and actual receiving into the 
heart of His holy, searching, flesh-with-
ering instructions. Such acceptance as a 
person, with great difficulty, forcing his 
way through a circumscribed entrance. 
I say “with great difficulty,” for Christ’s 
precepts and commandments are, to 
the last degree, unpalatable to an un-
renewed heart, and cannot be willingly 
and gladly received without a rigid de-
nial of self and relinquishment of sinful 
pleasures, pursuits, and interests. 

Christ has plainly warned us that it 
is impossible for a man to serve two 
masters. Self, must be repudiated, and 
Christ received as “the Lord (Colos-
sians 2:6),” or He will not save us.

Second, a deliberate abandoning of 

the Broad Road, or the flesh-pleas-
ing mode of life. Until this has been 
done, there is no salvation possible for 
any sinner. Christ Himself taught this 
plainly in Luke 15: the “prodigal” must 
leave the “far country” before he could 
journey to the Father’s House! 

The same pointed truth is taught again 
in James 4:8-10, “Draw near to God 
and He will draw near to you. Cleanse 
your hands, you sinners; and purify 
your hearts, you double-minded. Be 
miserable and mourn and weep; let your 
laughter be turned into mourning and 
your joy to gloom. Humble yourselves 
in the presence of the Lord, and He 
will exalt you.”

Ah, my friend, to really and actu-
ally enter this “Narrow Gate” is no 
easy matter. Ponder Christ’s emphatic 
exhortation in Luke 13:24 “Strive to 
enter in at the Narrow Gate.” That 
He should utter such a word, clearly 
implies the great idleness and sloth 
which characterises nominal profes-
sions of faith, as it also intimates there 
are formidable difficulties and obstacles 
to be overcome. 

And how are we to “strive” so as to 
“enter” the Narrow Gate? We are to 
strive by prayer and supplication, dili-
gently seeking deliverance from those 
things which would bar our entrance. 
We are to earnestly cry to Christ for 

help from those foes which are seeking 
to overcome us. We are to come con-
stantly to the Throne of Grace, that we 
may there find grace to help us repudi-
ate and turn away with loathing from 
everything which is abhorred by God, 
even though it involves our cutting off 
of a right hand and plucking out of a 
right eye; and grace to help us do those 
things which He has commanded. 

The Narrow Way must be followed, 
no matter how much it may militate 
against my worldly interests. It is right 
here that the testing point is reached: it 
is much easier (unto the natural man) 
and far more pleasant to indulge the 
flesh and follow our worldly inclina-
tions. The Broad Road, where the flesh 
is allowed “liberty” – under the pretence 
of the Christian’s not “being under the 
law” – is easy, smooth, and attractive; 
but it ends in “destruction!” 

Though the “Narrow Way” leads to 
life, only few tread it. Multitudes make 
a profession and claim to be saved, but 
their lives give no evidence that they are 
“strangers and pilgrims” here, with their 
“treasure” elsewhere. They are afraid 
of being thought narrow and peculiar, 
strict and puritanical. Satan has de-
ceived them: they imagine that they can 
get to heaven by an easier route than by 
denying self, taking up their cross daily, 
and following Christ!
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by Leonard Ravenhill    
“Simon, I have something to say to you… 
he who is forgiven little, loves little (Luke 
7:40, 47).”
I MIGHT suggest that this was the 
most exciting day in the life of this 
man, Simon the Pharisee. He had 
managed to get the most amazing 
Man in history into his home. I am 
quite sure Simon thought to filter the 
number of people he would have come 
into the place to eat. 

So his first problem was the folk. Of 
course he got the VIPs there, that’s the 
thing we do – it’s the thing the Scrip-
ture says you shouldn’t do, but we do it. 
You should have a banquet where no-
body can invite you back. But I’m sure 
he got the millionaire, and the mayor, 
and the magistrate, and the marvellous 
people. I think he woke up at night and 
said, “No, I’ll cross that man out and I’ll 
put this name in.” Eventually he had 
the right folk.

Secondly, he had to have the right 
food. If you were inviting the Presi-
dent of the United States I think you’d 
prepare something very special; you 
wouldn’t have hamburgers and potato 
chips. 

Finally, after he decided on the folk 
and he decided on the food, then I 
think he decided on the flowers; he 
wanted the right kind of aesthetic at-
mosphere. Everything was lovely, the 
garden, the table... he had worked out 
every detail. 

He said to himself, “This is going 
to be a day that I shall never, never, 
never want to forget.” It became a day 
that he never, never, never wanted to 
remember! 

He said, “This is going to be the day 
of my exaltation.” It became the day of 
his humiliation! 

He said, “People are going to leave 
this banquet talking about my gen-
erosity.” They left it talking about his 
stupidity! 

He was so intent, he was so sure that 
everything was right. It became one 
of those days where everything goes 
beautifully wrong. 

I can just imagine that he got down 
and conditioned all the servants there 
and said, “Now, alert me when so-and-
so comes.” Everybody and everything at 
the banquet was in the right place. And 
I think in the middle, somewhere after 
a few of his guests had come, one of the 

servants signalled and said, “Master, I 
need to talk you. You know that certain 
woman in town?”

“Oh, don’t mention that abominable 
woman. If she comes near, turn the 
dogs on her.”

“Well, master, I’m sorry, but she’s...”
“She’s where?”
“Well, she’s here. She’s sitting at the 

feet of Jesus.”
“Well, how did He get in?!”
Jesus has an awful habit of coming in 

at the back door. That’s how He came 
into the world, with a suspicion of il-
legitimacy on Him – “He came not 
to be ministered unto, but to minister 
(Matthew 20:28).”

I wish some ministers would remem-
ber that. We are to be the love slaves of 
Jesus Christ. We are not here to seek 
prestige or power or personality, or to 
show off. We’re the least of all men; 
we’re servants. 

I can see Jesus coming in at the back 
door. And Simon comes and says, “He’s 
no prophet. If He were a prophet He’d 
know what kind of woman this is. She 
is a sinner.”

Jesus then goes on with a beautiful 
story: “A certain man had two debtors. 
One of them owed him 500 pence, the 
other 50. He forgave them both. Who 
will love him most?”

“The man with the biggest debt.”
“That’s right; she loves much... she is 

forgiven much.”

The woman who 
wasn’t invited

I can imagine that woman trembling 
outside of the door and saying, “I’m not 
invited.” Isn’t it an amazing thing? We 
don’t know who went to the banquet 
except the woman who wasn’t invited! 

It’s going to be like that on the Great 
Day. The first are going to be last. Some 
of the greatest preachers you know will 
be at the very end of the line, and some 
little widow who gave her life to prayer 
is going to be right at the head. You see, 
God’s values are not our values. 

He isn’t going to give me a reward 
because I preached so many sermons, 
or you singers because you sold so 
many records. We put the accent where 
God never puts it. We put an accent 
on working for Jesus. But that’s not 
the first thing that God requires. “The 
Father seeketh such to work for Him”? 

No Kiss!



Prepare the Way Prepare the Way 15

No, no, no.
I believe God is getting less worship 

today than He’s ever had, despite the 
crowds we are getting. We want to work 
ourselves to death, run here, run there, 
come home exhausted and we’ve a plane 
to catch tomorrow and everybody is 
waiting for us. 

This little woman stood outside the 
door with a trembling heart. You could 
have seen it pounding under her dress. 
“I shouldn’t go in.” But she said, “I am 
going to go in.”

Charles Wesley has a wonderful 
hymn. I don’t know whether he got the 
inspiration here, but I think he might 
have. It says this: “Oh, let me kiss Thy 
bleeding feet.” 

Could I ask you how long it’s been 
since you were at Jesus’ feet? This 
woman is only found at the feet of Jesus. 
Each time she’s seen in the New Testa-
ment, she is there at His feet. 

She was there to learn. When her 
sister was making a big banquet, Jesus 
said that Mary had chosen the better 
part. You say, “That isn’t my personality.” 
But that’s not what it says. I hear people 
say, “I’ve got a Mary personality,” or “I’m 
a Martha.” That’s not what it says – it 
says she chose. And you have to choose 
to be spiritual, you have to choose the 
calendar of your life, you have to choose 
to put Jesus first. Not in eternity, but 
even now.

This woman brings her gift. It is only 
weighs a pound, but it is very precious. 
A smart American said this: “Do your 
giving when you’re living, then you’re 
knowing where it’s going.” That’s better 
than anything Shakespeare ever said. 
This woman brings her precious gift 
of ointment. 

Now, notice what she did. According 
to custom she should have washed His 
feet and kissed His cheeks. But those 
feet... she is going to see them in a few 
days with nails driven through. She 
doesn’t anoint His head, she anoints 
His feet. She doesn’t stand in front of 
Him, she gets behind Him. 

She says, “Wash those feet with water? 
Never.” So she washes them with tears. 
“Dry those feet with a towel? Never.” So 
she takes her beautiful tresses down and 
she takes His feet and she dries those 
blessed feet with the hair of her head.

I’ve often thought of those feet that 
were weary upon that dusty road, those 
feet that sometimes had thorns in them 

and got gravel between the toes and 
were awfully uncomfortable. And a pre-
cious woman one day said, “I won’t wash 
His feet with water; I’ll wash His feet 
with my tears, if I get the chance. I won’t 
dry His feet with a beautiful towel; I’ll 
use the hair of my head,” which is the 
crowning glory of a woman. And she 
dried His feet with her hair. 

The fragrance came 
back on her!

She should have anointed His head, 
but she anointed His feet. She should 
have kissed His cheeks, but she kissed 
His feet. She says, “I am not worthy to 
stand in Your presence; I can only bow 
in lowliness and humility.” 

But listen, did you get the point? She 
not only washed His feet with tears. 
She took that ointment and put it on 
His feet. And then she took the hair of 
her head and wiped the feet where she’d 
put her tears and her ointment. So the 
fragrance that she poured out on Him 
came back on her!

You see, we think that if we read a lot 
of books about the deeper life, as good 
as they are, they will make us a saint. 
I’ve got news for you. Even reading the 
Bible won’t make you a saint! You’ve got 

to get it in your bloodstream. 
I believe I could line the altar, indeed 

I’ve seen the altar lined with hundreds, 
night after night in mass meetings. Yet 
I believe, at the end of the day, Jesus 
Christ could say to me, “You gave Me 
no kiss.” 

Why? Because I was so busy serving 
Him, I forgot to worship Him. The 
priority that God wants in our lives is 
that we worship Him in spirit ( John 
4:23).

God seeks those who will worship 
Him. And I say again, I like what 
Wesley said, “Let me kiss Thy bleeding 
feet, and bathe and wash them with 
my tears.”

When did you last seize Him by His 
feet and say, “Master, I can’t go another 
moment without meeting You”?

God wants us to worship Him. And I 
try to do this: I try to say at the end of 
the day, “Lord, it’s not what I preached 
over TV or radio to millions. It’s not 
the one or two or three people I visited 
who were sick. But, Lord, did I kiss You 
today? Or did You look down and say, 
‘Son, you were very busy, very active; you 
made some new friends, people said you 
preached well. But listen, son, you gave 
Me no water, you gave Me no oil, you 
gave Me no kiss.’”

The fear of man
by Byron J. Rees 
THE fear of man is one of the most illogical 
things in the world. Men sell the blood of Jesus 
and the hope of heaven and eternal happiness 
because of “what people say.” Think of it, afraid of a 
man who will die and be buried under ground before 
he rots! Frightened at a thing dressed in a long black 
coat and a frown; a thing which will stop breathing 
some day and the worms will eat! 

Shall I tremble when a religious Leo utters a roar? Shall I halt and stammer be-
cause a top-heavy lad from a theological seminary, hopelessly in love with himself, 
scowls at the word “sanctification?” The people we are afraid of, are afraid of us. 

What a situation! A great regiment of people marching straight down to hell, 
everyone afraid to break step for fear the others will laugh! That is precisely the 
condition of nearly every sinner. 

The ministry is sadly in need of a blessing which will give it courage to attack sin 
of all kinds and degrees. We need men who will rip the mask off the face of sin and 
pronounce God’s sentence upon it; who will lift up the trap-door of the cesspools 
of men’s hearts and bid them look within at their own sin; who will “cry aloud and 
spare not,” though the enraged cohorts of demons snarl and shriek. 

There will be a day when men will curse us because we have not preached more 
plainly. Brethren in the ministry, let us be less anxious about the technical accuracy 
of our sermons and be more eager to help men live right and quit sin and go to 
heaven. For the sake of the Church and the lost, GOD HELP US to forsake the 
fear of man. 
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Healing for the
abused soul...

by Helen Gardiner
WE do, sadly, live in particularly 
dark and depraved times, but one of 
the most heart-wrenching aspects 
is what children, toddlers and even 
babies are being subjected to. Yes, we 
have the murder of abortion, but there 
are also countless children who make 
it through the time in the womb, are 
born into the world, only to be abused, 
violated and battered by people who 
are vessels and instruments of dark-
ness and destruction.

Before these young ones are even old 
enough to discern good and evil, or re-
spond to any call of God, their lives and 
souls have been destroyed or wounded, 
almost beyond hope.

Th e Lord Jesus Christ has a heart of 
great compassion towards such ones, 
and He really does have a heart to draw 
them to Himself, to save them and to 
thoroughly redeem them; to make all 
things new within them.

Yes, these ones need to deal with, in 
thorough repentance, all their own areas 
of sin. However, in helping to disciple 
the greatly abused who come into the 
Church, we do need to realise that they 
have been greatly sinned against. Th ey 
need, nevertheless, to be able to forgive 
their abusers from their hearts. Th ey are 
in God’s processes, and healing within 
takes time.

Only the truth of the Word of God, 
Jesus in person, and the written Word of 
God, can set them free and heal them. 
Only the Holy Spirit can do the work of 
healing, comforting and leading them 
into all truth. Compassion and patience 

is needed on the part of pastors, without 
departure from the fundamental and 
uncompromising truth of the Word 
of God.

One thing which I have found help-
ful is to encourage those with much to 
overcome, to pray the Word of God 
– out loud. And to keep on doing so 
until the breakthrough comes.

Romans 10:17 tells us, “So then faith 
comes by hearing, and hearing by the 
word of God.”

As the Word is heard, as it is prayed 
out loud, faith is increased. Break-
through comes when faith has been 
suffi  ciently increased, and the person 
doing the praying actually believes 
wholeheartedly the words that are com-
ing out of the mouth.

Restored, renewed, conformed 
to the image of Jesus Christ
I have discovered, in my own life and 

in dealing with others, that even though 
we have to walk in the Spirit, and not in 
our souls, it is important that the soul 
is made whole, restored, renewed and 
conformed to the image of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as revealed in His Word. 
Denial of the soul, and a lack of deal-
ing with its wounds in the Biblical way, 
makes us very vulnerable to the enemy 
and unable to walk in the Spirit.

Psalm 23:2&3 says, “He makes me 
to lie down in green pastures, He leads 
me beside the still waters. He restores 
my soul; He leads me in the paths of 
righteousness for His name’s sake.”

I remember the Lord once saying to 
me long ago, “I need to make your soul 

whole, in order for you to walk in the 
Spirit.” Here, though, I would hasten 
to add that He desires to make the soul 
whole in His ways and in accordance 
with His Word, and not in the ways 
and wisdom of the world. When the 
soul has been healed, it is better able 
to come into the place of submission 
to the Spirit.

Praying the Word is a vital and help-
ful key to seeing the battered being 
restored and set free to live for, and to 
serve the Lord Jesus Christ.

Kindergarten stuff  this? Yes, and no. 
We would all benefi t greatly from times 
of drawing beside still waters and pray-
ing the Word of God, looking to and 
waiting on the Spirit to cause us to rise 
up with the wings of an eagle.

You can compile your own Word-
based prayers for yourself, and others. 
Th ere is, however, also a helpful series of 
books called Prayers Th at Avail Much by 
Germaine Copeland, which is available 
at most Christian bookstores.

Here is her, Word-based prayer for 
“Healing From Abuse:”

“Lord, You are my High Priest, and I 
ask You to loose me from this ‘infi rmity.’ 
Th e abuse I suff ered pronounced me 
guilty and condemned. I was bound 
– in an emotional prison – crippled, 
and could in no wise lift up myself. 
You have called me to Yourself, and I 
have come.

“Th e anointing that is upon You is 
present to bind up and heal the broken-
ness and emotional wounds of the past. 
You are the Truth that makes me free.

“Th ank You, Lord, for guiding me 
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through the steps to emotional whole-
ness. You have begun a good work in 
me, and You will perform it until the 
day of Christ Jesus.

“Father, I desire to live according to 
the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus. This 
Spirit of life in Christ, like a strong 
wind, has magnificently cleared the 
air, freeing me from a fated lifetime of 
brutal tyranny at the hands of abuse.

“Since I am now free, it is my desire 
to forget those things which lie behind 
and strain forward to what lies ahead. 
I press on toward the goal to win the 
prize (supreme and heavenly) to which 
You in Christ Jesus are calling me up-
ward. The past will no longer control my 
thinking patterns or my behaviour.

“Praise be to You! I am a new crea-
ture in Christ Jesus. Old things have 
passed away; and, behold, all things 
have become new. I declare and decree 
that henceforth I will walk in newness 
of life.

“Forgive me, Father, for self-hatred 
and self-condemnation. I am Your 
child. You sent Jesus that I might have 
life and have it more abundantly. Thank 
You for the blood of Jesus that makes 
me whole.

“It is my desire to throw all spoiled 
virtue and cancerous evil in the garbage. 
In simple humility, I let my Gardener, 
You Lord, landscape me with the Word, 
making a salvation garden of my life.

“Father, by Your grace, I forgive my 
abuser/abusers and ask You to bring 
him/her/them to repentance.

“In Jesus’ name I pray, amen.”

by D. L. Moody
IF THERE is a 
man or woman who 
has been trying to 
live a Christian life 
and has no joy in it, 
and no victory in it, 
and no song in it – I 
know the reason. 
It is that they have 
never repented. 
They have started 
wrong.

Repentance is the 
most neglected doc-
trine in the New Testament and the 
most unpopular. People do not like 
to be called to repentance and you do 
not often hear it preached. And yet 
the Bible is a handbook of repentance. 
It enforces it, commands it, and so 
demands it that no substitute can be 
accepted for it.

Over 60 times the Scriptures enforce 
it, and all the Epistles are written to 
show men how to repent, so that no one 
need be in a fog as to what repentance 
means, yet multitudes of people are.

A spurious repentance means a spuri-
ous Christian life, and the reason many 
church-goers have no joy and peace 
in the Holy Ghost is because they do 
not obey the Scripture – “Repent, and 
believe the gospel (Mark 1:15).”

You ask, “What is repentance?” It is 
not conviction on sin. Conviction is an 
element of repentance but you can be 
convicted without repenting. No one 
repents until he is convicted, but not all 
who are convicted do repent.

Conviction is not enough. It is not 
repentance, and “unless you repent, you 
shall... perish (Luke 13:3).” Is sorrow 
repentance? No, it is not enough to be 
sorry for your sins. Something more 
than tears is needed.

If repentance is not conviction, and 
not sorrow, what is it? Is it promising to 
do better? No. Some of you have been 
doing that for years and you are further 
from God than ever.

I s  repentance 
reading the Bible 
or praying? No. It 
is the sanest thing 
in God’s Word and 
one of the most 
beautiful.

What is it to re-
pent? Repentance 
is turning from sin 
to God.

Repentance is 
getting hold of 
that which is your 
curse by the hair of 

its head and tearing it out by the roots. 
Pride is one of them. Pride can be as 
damning as drunkenness – and is. There 
is pride of face, pride of place, pride of 
grace, and pride of race.

We need saving from our good self, 
our religious self, our spiritual self – as 
much as from our bad self. Satan is very 
subtle, and if he cannot hinder by our 
badness, he will hinder by our goodness. 
If he cannot hinder us by our depths, he 
will hinder by our heights. If he cannot 
alienate us from God, he will hinder 
us by our self-righteousness, and if we 
are not careful he will come to us as an 
angel of light.

Pride, self-righteousness, sham, fraud, 
hypocrisy, lust, duplicity – the sin in 
your life which enslaves you, let it go. 
Kill it – and all other things in your life 
that are wrong will slink away like so 
many whipped dogs.

What is repentance then? It is the 
moral response of the awakened soul to 
the call of God, the home of the soul. 
Have you repented? Have you turned 
from sin to God?

“Be watchful, and strengthen the 
things which remain, that are ready to 
die: for I have not found your works 
perfect before God. Remember there-
fore how you have received and heard, 
and hold fast, and repent... As many as 
I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zeal-
ous therefore, and repent (Revelation 
3:2,3,19).”

Repent, and 
believe the Gospel



Prepare the Way18

by R.A. Torrey
“POWER belongs to the Lord,” but 
there is one condition upon which 
that power is bestowed upon us. 
Th at condition is absolute surrender 
to Him. In Romans 6:13, we read: 
“Neither yield your members as in-
struments of unrighteousness unto 
sin: but yield yourselves unto God, 
as those that are alive from the dead, 
and your members as instruments of 
righteousness unto God.”

Again in Romans 6:22, we read: “But 
now being made free from sin, and 
become servants to God, you have 
your fruit unto holiness, and the end 
everlasting life.”

Th e great secret of blessedness and 
power is found in these verses. “Yield 
yourselves unto God” – the whole se-
cret is found in those words. Th e word 
translated “yield” in the A.V is rendered 
“present” in the R.V. It means to put at 
one’s disposal. “Put yourselves at God’s 
disposal” is the thought. 

In other words, surrender yourselves 
absolutely to God, to be His property, 
for Him to do with what He will, and 
to use as He will. Th is is the wisest thing 
anyone can do with himself. By that act 
he has secured all the blessedness that 
is possible to man and, day by day, year 
by year, it will be bestowed upon him 
in ever-increasing measure.

If anyone asks, “What is the one thing 
for me to do if I want to know all that 
God has for me?” the answer is very 
simple. Surrender absolutely to God; 
say to Him “Heavenly Father, hence-
forth I have no will of my own; Th y will 
be done in me, through me, by me, and 
regarding me in all things. I put myself 
unreservedly in Your hands; now do 
with me what You will.”

When you do that, God, who is in-
fi nite love, and infi nite wisdom, and 
infi nite power, does the very best thing 
with you. We may not see at once that 
it is the best thing, but it is – and sooner 
or later it will be seen.

Sooner or later God fl oods the heart 
of him who surrenders absolutely to 
Him with light and joy, and fi lls his life 
with power.

Absolute surrender to God is the 
secret of blessedness and power. Let 
us look at some of the things that are 
defi nitely said in the Bible to come 
from absolute surrender.

1 Th e fi rst of these you will fi nd in 
John 7:17: “If any man will do his 

will, he shall know of the teaching…”
Knowledge of the truth comes with 

the surrender of the will. Nothing clears 
the spiritual vision as much as surrender 
to the will of God. “God is light, and 
in Him is no darkness at all (1 John 
1:5).” Surrendering to Him opens our 
eyes to the light which He Himself is. 
It brings us at once into harmony with 
all truth. 

Nothing so blinds the spiritual vision 
as self-will or sin. I have seen ques-
tions which bothered men for many 
years solved in a very short time when 

those men simply surrendered to God. 
What was dark before has become as 
light as day.

An unsurrendered will lies behind 
almost all the scepticism in the world. 

Oh you who are fi lled with doubts 
and questions, would you like to have 
certainty instead of doubt? Yield 
yourselves to God. Oh you who are 
fl oundering in the mire, would you like 
to get your feet on the solid rock? Yield 
yourselves to God. Oh you who are try-
ing to feel your way in the dark, would 
you like to see your path plain before 
you? Yield yourselves to God. 

Th e greatest truths, the truths of most 
signifi cance for time and for eternity, 
cannot be learned by mere investigation 
and study. Th ey cannot be reasoned out. 
Th ey must be seen.

Th e only one who sees them is the 
one whose eye is cleared by absolute 
surrender to God. “If therefore your eye 
be single,” says Jesus, “Your whole body 
shall be full of light. But if your eye be 
evil, your whole body shall be full of 
darkness (Matthew 6:22&23).”

A surrendered life and will is the 
secret of light and knowledge. Many 
a man has confi ded in me how he was 
wandering in the dark, not knowing 

The power of a surrendered life
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what he believed, and not quite sure if 
he believed anything. To these I have 
put the question: “Will you surrender 
your will to God? Will you give yourself 
up to God, for Him to do what He will 
with you?” And every one who has done 
it has soon said, “My doubts are gone, 
my uncertainties have gone, my dark-
ness is gone. It is all light now.”

2 Th e next result of a surrendered 
will and life is power in prayer. 

Th e greatest secret of prevailing prayer 
is that which John records from his own 
joyous experience in 1 John 3:22, “And 
whatever we ask, we receive of Him, 
because we keep His commandments, 
and do those things that are pleasing 
in His sight.”

Whatever we ask we      
receive of Him

Just note those wonderful words 
“whatever we ask, we receive of Him.” 
Th ink of it! Not one prayer, great or 
small, that fails to get what is sought. 
Then note the reason: “Because we 
keep His commandments, and do those 
things that are pleasing in His sight.”

A life entirely surrendered to doing 
God’s will as revealed in His Word, and 
to doing the things that are pleasing in 
His sight; a life wholly surrendered to 
God’s will and pleasure, a life wholly 
at God’s disposal – this is the secret of 
prevailing prayer.

Do you ask why you don’t get what 
you ask, why you can’t say like John: 
“Whatsoever I ask I get”? It is not be-
cause he was an apostle and you are just 
an everyday Christian. It was because he 
could say, “I keep His commandments, 
and do those things (and them only) 
which are pleasing in His sight,” and 
you can’t say that. It was because His 
life was entirely surrendered to God, 
and yours isn’t. 

Th ere are many people who are greatly 
puzzled because their prayers never 
seem to reach the ear of God, but fall 
back powerless to the earth. Th ere is 
no mystery about it. It is because they 
have not met the one great fundamental 
condition of prevailing prayer – a sur-
rendered will, a surrendered life. 

It is when we make God’s will ours 
that He makes our wills His.

“Delight yourself also in the Lord; 
and He shall give you the desires of 
your heart (Psalm 37:4).” Jesus said 

to the Father “You hear me always 
( John 11:42).” But why? “Oh,” you say, 
“because He was His only begotten 
Son.” Not at all. It was because Jesus 
could say, “I came down from heaven, 
not to do My own will, but the will of 
the Him that sent me ( John 6:38)” and 
again, “My meat is to do the will of Him 
that sent me ( John 4:34)”; and again, 
“Lo, I come… to do Your will, O God 
(Hebrews 10:7).”

A surrendered will and a surrendered 
life is the great secret of prevailing 
prayer. George Mueller stands out as 
one who wrought things by prayer. 
Why? Because he set out to be and do 
just what God would have him to be 
and do, and to daily and deeply ponder 
God’s Word, that he might know His 
will. He yielded himself to God. Th ere 
is not one of us who cannot become a 
mighty prince of God if we will do the 
same thing.

3 Th e next result of a surrendered 
will is a heart overfl owing with 

joy. In the face of the awful trial and 
agony through which He was to pass, 
Jesus said to His disciples: “If you keep 
my commandments, you shall abide 
in my love; even as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments, and abide in 
His love. Th ese things have I spoken to 
you, that my joy might remain in you, 
and that your joy might be full ( John 
15:10-11).”

Jesus had found joy in keeping His 

Father’s commandments, by complete 
surrender to His will, and now, if they 
would follow on in that path, His joy 
would be in them, and their joy would 
be “fulfi lled,” or fi lled full. Th is is the 
only way to fi nd fullness of joy – com-
plete, unconditional surrender to God. 
“Yield yourselves unto God.”

No joy in a half-hearted 
Christian

Th ere is no great measure of joy in 
a half-hearted Christian life. Many 
so-called Christian have just enough 
religion to make them miserable. Th ey 
can no longer enjoy the world, and yet 
they have not entered into the “joy of 
the Lord.” Th ere they stand, deprived 
of the “leeks and the onions and the 
garlic” of Egypt, and without the milk 
and honey and the fi nest of wheat of 
Canaan. Th is is a wretched place to be 
in. Th e way out is simple – absolute 
surrender to God. Th en your joy will 
be fulfi lled

I have known so many who entered 
into this fullness of joy. Sometimes it 
has taken a great struggle. Th ey were 
so afraid to yield absolutely to God, 
so afraid to say: “O God, I put myself 
unreservedly into Your hands, to do 
with me what You please.” Th ey were 
afraid God would ask some hard thing, 
and sometimes He has. Sometimes 
there has been what to the world 
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Continued...
seemed great sacrifi ce, the giving up 
of cherished ambitions, the giving up 
of those dearly loved, the giving up of 
very much money, perhaps all one had. 
But there has been joy, joy “fulfi lled,” 
joy fi lled full.

In one case I have in mind there was 
great pain as a man lay upon his back 
with a broken leg in a cast, but there 
was joy, such overfl owing joy that the 
suff erer lay there with dancing eyes and 
radiant face and throbbing heart shout-
ing, “Glory, glory, glory!”

Th ere is but one way to fi nd fullness 
of joy – a surrendered life. A will and 
life completely surrendered to the love 
of God will bring joy under all circum-
stances. In the olden days one who was 
thus surrendered to God was led out to 
be burned at the stake, and he threw his 
arms around the stake and cried out, 
“Welcome, cross of Christ! Welcome, 
eternal life!”

4 Th e next result of a surrendered 
life is Christ manifesting Himself 

to us. On the night in which Jesus was 
betrayed, He said to His disciples: “He 
that has my commandments, and keeps 
them, he it is that loves me: and he that 
loves me shall be loved of my Father, 
and I will love him, and will manifest 
myself to him ( John 14:21).”

A surrender of self to Christ brings 

Christ to us. Th e full manifestation of 
Jesus lies, it is true, in that future glad 
day when “the Lord Himself shall de-
scend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with 
the trump of God (1 Thessalonians 
4:16).”

But there is a present manifestation of 
Jesus to us now, when the Son and the 
Father come unto us and make their 
abode with us ( John 14:23). He will 
manifest Himself to us. “I don’t know 
what that means,” some will say. Have 
you yielded yourself to Him, are you 
keeping His commandments, not ask-
ing which commandment is great and 
which is small, which is important, and 
which is unimportant, but only asking 
which commandment is His, and keep-
ing that?

They were glad
If you are, you will know what it is 

to have Him manifest Himself to you, 
and that is joy. We are told in one place, 
“Th en were the disciples glad, when 
they saw the Lord ( John 20:20).”

You will be glad when you see the 
Lord, and you will see Him when you 
go to Him and say: “I surrender my 
life absolutely to You, now show me 
Yourself.”

5  One more result of the surrendered 
will and life. Peter tells us in Acts 

5:32, “Th e Holy Spirit, whom God has 
given to them that obey Him.”

Th e surrendered will and life is the 
great secret of receiving the Holy Spirit. 
All turns upon this. We may deal with 
individual sins, and we may cry to God 

for the fi lling of the Holy Spirit, but 
unless there is total surrender to God at 
the centre of our being, unless we yield 
ourselves to God, nothing is likely to 
come of it.

How many have longed and 
prayed

Oh, how many have longed, and 
prayed, and agonised that the Holy 
Spirit might come upon them, but He 
did not come. Th ere was no complete 
surrender, there was no yielding of self 
to God.

And then they yielded themselves to 
God. Th ey have bowed their faces and 
said: “O God, I yield, I give myself ut-
terly to You. I place myself unreservedly 
at Your disposal. I hold nothing back, 
and I hold back from nothing that You 
ask me to do.” And as they have bowed, 
the Holy Spirit has fallen upon them.

Perhaps it was with great surging 
waves of power and joy; perhaps in 
a gentle breeze that stole over them; 
perhaps in a still small voice that whis-
pered: “If we ask anything according to 
His will, He hears us. And if we know 
that He hears us, whatsoever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions that we 
desired of Him (1 John 5:14&15).”

But whatever way He came, He came 
– and when He came, power came. 
Th e great secret of power for God is 
the Holy Spirit upon us (Acts 1:8). 
And the great secret of the Holy Spirit 
coming upon us is the surrendered will, 
a yielded life. Oh, how wondrous, how 
blessed, how glorious is the Holy Spir-
it’s power! Will you have it, my brother? 
Will you have it, my sister?

“Yield yourselves unto God, as those 
who are alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteous-
ness unto God (Romans 6:13).” 

Will you do it? Will you do it now? 
Th e one great condition of obtaining 
the fullness of His power in our life 
and service is a surrendered will, a life 
surrendered absolutely, unreservedly, 
totally to God. Will you yield?

Oh, how foolish, how utterly foolish 
are those who will not yield, or who 
hesitate to yield themselves to God. You 
are robbing yourself of all that makes 
life really worth living, and that makes 
eternity rosy and golden with gladness, 
beauty and glory.

Will you yield today?

The power of a surrendered life
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by Darlene Zschech
I ASKED Jesus Christ into my life 
when I was 15 years old. On receiv-
ing Christ, I was just so excited about 
forgiveness of sin. I was so ready to 
accept this gift of love from my heav-
enly Father, and it was with a longing 
heart that I would be part of the family 
of God... so amazing! I’ve never been 
the same. 

But one thing I was not prepared for 
was – to use the phrase that C.S. Lewis 
used at the time of his own conversion 
– I was surprised by joy! It did not hit 
me all at once, but I clearly remember 
feeling like somehow, someone had 
shared with me the greatest secret ever 
known, and my heart, which used to 
ache inside my chest as a child, started 
to embrace a different set of values. 

John 15:9 says, “As the Father has 
loved me, so I have loved you. Now, 
remain in My love, just as I have obeyed 
my Father’s commands and remain in 
His love. I have told you this so that My 
joy may be in you and that your joy may 
be complete.” 

If you are looking “within yourself ” for 
joy, you are looking in the wrong place. 
Joy is not a requirement to experience 
life in Christ, but rather, it is the thing 
you’ll find chasing you down when liv-
ing a life of faith and obedience. Isaiah 
55 says that we WILL go out in joy, and 
break forth in peace; that the mountains 
and hills will burst into song before us... 
that there will be fruitfulness, for the 
Lord’s renown. 

If you lost your strength, or even find 
it hard to stay enthused about life, then 
you need to find your joy. Nehemiah 8 
says, “Grieve no more, for the joy of 
the Lord is your strength!” Isaiah 35 
talks of “the joy of the redeemed... that 
joy and gladness of heart will overtake 
us!” What a promise! Psalm 45:7 says 
we are “anointed with the oil of joy... 
His enabling... with a fullness of heart” 
– beautiful! 

There are many enemies of joy: dis-
appointment or fear of being disap-
pointed, as you never let your heart 
fully go, just in case you get let down. 
But on the other side of that risk is the 
capacity that your heart was created 
for, which is to be filled with love and, 

hence, filled with a divine “fullness of 
joy.” That is why the Word of God is so 
critical to our emotional well-being, as 
we are encouraged to “lift up our heads,” 
to open our hearts to all that Jesus died 
to give us. 

Even simply forgetting all that Jesus 
has done will quickly drown your joy in 
a sea of self-pity. The Scriptures warn 
us of forgetfulness. 

HOW TO FIND JOY! 
1. Obedience, Faith And Expecta-
tion 

Isaiah 58:13-14 says, “If you keep your 
feet from breaking the Sabbath, and 
from doing as you please on My holy 
day, if you call the Sabbath a delight 
and My holy day honourable, and you 
honour it by not going your own way 
and not speaking idle words ... THEN, 
you will find your joy in the Lord, and I 
will cause you to ride on the heights of 
the land and to feast on the inheritance 
of your father Jacob, the mouth of the 
Lord has spoken ...” 

Is your heart’s desire to obey the Lord? 
I tell you, there is no greater way to close 
your eyes at night, than knowing you 
have obeyed the Lord. The joy is quite 
inexpressible. 
2. Simply ... Promote Peace 

Proverbs 12:20 says there is a “deceit 
in the hearts of those who plot evil, but 
joy for those who promote peace.” 
3. Learn To Praise 

When Job was at his all-time low-

est, his anguished soul cried out and 
said there was no longer a shout of joy 
heard in his land. In Lamentations, due 
to great disobedience, Jerusalem was 
faced with great desolation. Chapter 5 
says, “The elders are gone from our city 
gates, the young men have stopped their 
music, JOY is gone from our hearts, our 
dancing has turned into mourning, the 
crown has fallen from our head.” 

If there is a lack of an understanding 
of the power of praise in the midst of a 
battle, there will also be a lack of joy. 
4. You Must Worship Deliberately 
and Regularly 

The teachings contained within the 
Psalms are the greatest on turning 
your petitions into statements of praise. 
Praise is not only for when things are 
going well. In fact, the gold in praise is 
found when all hell is breaking loose! 
Psalm 27:6 reads, “Then my head will 
be exalted above the enemies who 
surround me, at His tabernacle will I 
sacrifice with SHOUTS OF JOY, I will 
sing and make music to the Lord!” 

Psalm 47:5, “God has ascended amidst 
shouts of joy... shout for joy and God 
is seen!” 

People of praise are not pushovers. 
They are not the weak-willed, flowery 
people who are just nice and never get 
ruffled. NO! They know how to fight 
and what is worth fighting for. Don’t 
let the enemy steal your joy! Joy is your 
inheritance! 

There is so much more I could say 
on this subject, but with all my heart I 
encourage you to treasure the truth, to 
trust in the lord, to be thankful, to be 
creative, to learn to smile, and under-
stand that this joy is not only for your 
benefit. Isaiah 60 says, “Arise, shine... 
nations will come to your light.” Verse 
5 says, “You will look and be radiant... 
your heart will throb and swell with 
joy!” Verse 15 reads, “I will make you 
the everlasting pride and joy of all gen-
erations!” Isaiah 61:7 says, “Everlasting 
joy will be theirs.” In Isaiah 65:14, we 
read, “My servants will sing out of the 
joy of their hearts!” And finally, Isaiah 
66:6 says, “Let the Lord be glorified, 
that we may see your JOY!”

Live with passion and purpose!
© Extravagant Worship Inc, 2003 

THE JOY OF THE LORD IS YOUR STRENGTH!
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amount of sexual content 
on television today is nearly 
double the amount that was 
on in 1998. 

Foundation researchers 
watched about a week’s worth 
of TV and saw nearly 3 800 
scenes with sexual content. 
Th eir report concludes that 
about seven out of every 
10 television shows have 
some sort of sexual content 
– and that’s excluding news, 
children’s shows, and live 
sports. And during prime-
time hours, sex is even more 
prevalent, with nearly eight 
in 10 shows including sexual 
content.

Vicki Rideout, a Kaiser 

Family Foundation vice 
president who oversaw the 
study, also observes that 
fewer shows today include 
messages about “safe sex” and 
abstinence. 

Rideout feels these statis-
tics cry out to be addressed, 
especially for the sake of 
young television viewers. 
“Given how high the stakes 
are,” she says, “the messages 
TV sends teens about sex 
are important. Television has 
the power to bring issues of 
sexual risk and responsibil-
ity to life in a way that no 
sex ed class or public health 
brochure really can.”
Source: AgapePress

It’s Getting 
Really Weird 
Out Th ere 
J. LEE Grady, the editor of 

America’s Charisma magazine 
has recently been sounding 
w a r n -
ing bells 
a b o u t 
the char-
i smat ic 
c h u r c h 
in Amer-
ica. In an 
editorial 
entitled “It ’s Getting Re-
ally Weird Out There,” he 
wrote:

In many charismatic min-
istries today, basic Christian 
morality has been hijacked. 
How would you feel if your 
pastor announced from the 
pulpit that he had uncovered 
a “new revelation” in the 
Bible? His discovery: Th at a 
church leader can have more 
than one wife. 

Hopefully, you and every-
one in the building would 
run, not walk, out of that 
church and never come back 
until the pastor had been 
replaced. But I am afraid too 
many of us gullible charis-
matics might stay in the pews 
– and eventually give the guy 
a standing ovation plus a $10 
000 love off ering. 

Th at’s how strange it is get-
ting out there. Something has 
gone terribly in our move-
ment. Everywhere I turn I 
fi nd that leaders of so-called 
Spirit-filled churches are 
making bizarre choices that 
compromise basic Christian 
integrity. Some examples: 

*At one charismatic mega-
church, staff  pastors success-
fully convinced all their wives 
and female staff  members to 

get breast implants. (I won-
der: Was this discussed at a 
staff  meeting?) 

*A church in California 
(known for its revival meet-
ings and prophetic minis-
try) recently imploded after 
members learned that several 
men in the church had been 
having homosexual affairs 
with the pastor, who was 
married. 

*A leader with an interna-
tional following (who wears 
the label of “apostle”) re-
cently informed his leaders 
that men of God who reach 
his level of anointing are 
allowed to have more than 
one sexual partner. Th en his 
own son off ered his wife to 
his father out of a sense of 
spiritual obligation. 

We’ve been bewitched. 
What matters to us today 
are the carnal things. We 
want flash, bang and the 
wow factor. If a person can 
shout loud enough and get 
everyone to swoon at the 
altar, we don’t care how he or 
she lives at home. Morality is 
irrelevant. 

In 2000 Charisma reported 
that charismatic preacher 
Clarence McClendon had 
divorced his wife of 16 years, 
Tammera McClendon, and 
married another woman after 
only seven days. Th e ceremony 
was performed by Bishop 
Earl Paulk, founder of the 
Cathedral of the Holy Spirit 
in Atlanta. Several promi-
nent ministers attended the 
wedding, lending their en-
dorsement to McClendon’s 
actions. 

Tammera McClendon lat-
er informed Charisma that 
Clarence had told her while 
they were married that God 
had already shown him the 
woman who would replace 

Voices of the Faithful
Resource system DVD
Integrity Music
Integrity’s iWorship series is 
a wonderful tool for use in 
worship settings, from small 
groups to larger congrega-
tions. Each DVD features 
songs that can be projected 
on to a screen with inspiring 
backgrounds and lyrics, while 
the music plays through the 
sound system, either with or 
without vocals.

This one features eight 
songs by Paul Baloche, Travis 
Cottrell, Brian Doerksen, 
Robin Mark and Don Moen, 
including Days of Elijah, 
Praise Adonai, When It’s All 
Been Said & Done and We 
Speak To Nations.

Study Shows 
TV Sexual 
Content 
Increasing
RESEARCHERS at the 
Kaiser Family Foundation 
in America report that the 
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her as his wife. 
McClendon began a new 

church, Full Harvest In-
ternational Church, which 
currently meets in Gardena, 
California. His preaching is 
aired on the Trinity Broad-
casting Network, and he was 
a featured guest on TBN’s 
Praise the Lord programme. 

In fact, McClendon col-
lected the off ering during the 
network’s annual telethon. 
When I turned on the pro-
gramme and saw him raising 
money, I stared in disbelief. 

How did we get in this 
pitiful condition? Th e very 
pulpits of America have be-
come defi led because we are 
unwilling to confront sin. We 
are playing political games 
when the very health of the 
church is at stake. 

Many Pastors 
Misread 
Congregants’  
True Priorities

TWO surveys conducted by 
the Barna Research Group 
show that, while pastors 
claim members of their con-
gregations are deeply com-
mitted to God, lifestyles and 
actions of the congregants 
indicate otherwise.

The Barna surveys asked 
pastors what their congre-
gational members are most 
passionate about. On average, 

the church leaders’ responded 
that 70 percent of adults in 
their churches considered 
their personal faith in God 
above all other priorities. In 
fact, as many as one out of 
every six pastors believed that 
90 percent or more of the 
adults in their churches hold 
their relationship with God 
as their top priority in life.

One problem, Barna says, 
is that too many pastors of-
ten use superfi cial measures 
such as church attendance to 
gauge commitment among 
their congregations. “Look-
ing at attendance, it’s good 
to fi ll up the church and to 
raise the money for the pro-
grammes,” he observes, “but 
the reality is, Jesus didn’t die 
on the cross to fi ll church 
auditoriums.”
Source: AgapePress

 “Hey Brother, 
Want a Ride?”

ON a hot day in 1983, Tom, a 
missionary on his way home 
in a rickshaw, saw a young 
man on the side of the road, 
and asked him if he wanted 
a ride. Th e young man, Ab-
dul, had been through a 
tough time, including being 
locked in his room, solitary 
confi nement, beatings, death 
threats and suicide attempts, 
because he had questioned 
the Koran. 

He went home with Tom, 

who gave him a Bible. When 
he returned home, Abdul 
read the entire New Testa-
ment in one night. John 3:17 
astonished him, because it 
told him that God does not 
damn people but save them. 
Th at very night, he opened 
his heart to this God! One 
week later, he had read the 
entire Bible. 

His salvation was the start 
of the most dynamic present-
day evangelistic movement in 
an Islamic nation, current-
ly numbering hundreds of 
thousands of Muslims now 
following Jesus, and around 
10 000 who are baptised each 
month. 
Source: Kingdom Ministries, 
Switzerland.

L.A. Newspaper 
Appoints Porn 
Reporter
THE director of research 
for the American Family 
Association says the recent 
addition of a pornography 
reporter to the staff  at the 
Los Angeles Times shows how 
mainstream pornography has 
become. Last year, Ralph 
Frammolino began regularly 
covering the pornography 
industry for the newspaper. 
He says the porn trade is “too 
big an economic engine to be 
ignored.”

According to Frammolino, 
the addition of the multi-
billion-dollar porn trade as 
a news topic is thanks to the 
LA Times’ new editor-in-

chief, John Carroll. Fram-
molino says since Carroll 
came on board, the Times has 
“vamped up” its entertain-
ment coverage; and since so-
called “adult entertainment” 
is big business – and legal 
– the paper is “going to cover 
it that way.” 
Source: AgapePress

Th e Challenge 
of AIDS

EVERY hour 354 people die 
of AIDS. Th at’s about one 
person every ten seconds. 
That ’s like a Boeing 747 
crashing every hour, twenty-
four hours a day, seven days 
a week.

More than three million 
people die annually f rom 
a largely preventable but 
incurable disease, and the 
pace of this global pandemic 
continues to accelerate. Th e 
AIDS pandemic is the great-
est humanitarian challenge 
the world, and the Church, 
has ever faced. 
Source: ASSIST News Service 

Children’s Exposure to Pornography
Average age of fi rst Internet exposure to pornography   11 years old
Largest consumer of Internet pornography    12-17 age group
15-17 year olds having multiple hard-core exposures   80%
8-16 year olds having viewed porn online    90% 
7-17 year olds who would freely give out home address   29%
7-17 year olds who would freely give out email address   14%
Children’s TV characters linked to thousands of porn links  26 
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THE following is an eye-witness 
account of a meeting led by Evan 
Roberts at Trecynon in the Welsh 
revival of 1904:

Th e prim congregation breathed heav-
ily and deeply. But the young minister in 
the pulpit remained absolutely silent. 
Th ey observed however, that his body 
shook perceptibly as tears coursed 
down his pale cheeks. 

Th en a strange stillness fell upon 
the people. It soon broke when one 
of the proudest of that assembly fell 
on her knees in agonising prayer 
and unrestrainedly confessed her 
sins, creating consternation among 
other proud, self-satisfi ed, respect-
able members. Others followed 
rapidly. 

How the elders gasped! All 
over the chapel, men and wom-
en, young and old, kneeling in the 
pews and aisles, claimed “the bless-
ing.” Mount Seion, for once, be-
came a veritable Valley of Baca. 
Immediately upon the ending of those 
burning confessions, impromptu 
hymns were sung. How the people 
sang! That ser vice continued all 
day. Mr Roberts reiterated the cry, 
“Obey! Obey! Obey the Holy Spirit!” 
W hen evening came, the other 
churches had received the news. 
Th e neighbourhood seemed to have 
assembled in this one place, striv-
ing to enter the building where “the 
revival” was. Th e crush was terrible.
When I reached the chapel there 
were hundreds clamouring for ad-
mittance. A generous deacon, who 
had been there for 14 hours with-
out a break, offered me his chair. 
Confronting me and surrounding me 
was a mass of people, with faces aglow 
with a divine radiance, certainly not of 
this earth. One section of the congre-
gation was singing, “Oh! Th e Lamb.” 

In another part of the building scores 
were engaged simultaneously in prayer, 
some were wringing their hands as if 
in mental agony, while others who had 

received “the 
blessing” were joyous in 
their new-found experi-
ence. With awe and fear 
I gazed upon the scene. 
A young woman with a beautiful 
countenance and an exquisite voice 
challenged, “What have I to do any 
more with idols? I have heard Him 
and observed Him.” She clapped her 
hands for joy. 

A Presbyterian minister, his coun-
tenance pale as death, stood and re-
cited: “Who is this who comes from 
Edom, With garments of glowing 
colours from Bozrah, Th is One who 
is majestic in His apparel, Marching 
in the greatness of His strength? ‘It is 
I who speak in righteousness, mighty 
to save.’” 

Underneath the gallery, a young 
man stammering, drew tears from 
all eyes as he cried, “W-w-w-what 
in-must I d-do t-to be s-s-s-saved?” 
When this spiritual tumult was at its 
height, there came a sudden calm. 
Evan Roberts was on his feet. He 
looked straight down at me. Our eyes 
met for a few seconds. I solemnly avow 
that those eyes searched me through 
and through. Th ey burned like coals 

of fi re. 
In a split second, my inner-

most soul seemed to be laid bare. I 
feared and I shook. Th e lustre on his 
countenance eloquently proclaimed 
the abundance of grace overfl owing 
his heart. Had there been a cov-
er nearby, I would have sought it. 
Will anyone forget it? I think not. 
The fadeless scene has only deep-
ened with the passage of the years. 
What was the secret of this move-
ment? It was the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit in answer to prayer. Th e 
meetings were full of the spirit of 
prayer. Evan Roberts was often in an 
agony of prayer, and he drew fl oods of 
prayer from the people. He observed 
that the success of a meeting in saving 
souls was in proportion to the spirit of 
fervent prayer in that meeting. 

Faces aglow with a divine 
radiance
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