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WHICH Jesus do you know? Paul said in 2 Corinthians 5:16 he no longer wanted
to know Jesus Christ according to the flesh, but (by implication) to know Him as
He is now.
There’s a strong move in this country to drag Jesus down to the level of all other
gods – to say He is no different to the rest.
And as Christians, we get offended when people dare to suggest that Jesus Christ
is just the same as the other “gods.” But do you know what’s much more offensive
than this? When the evidence of our lives is in full agreement with what the world
is saying! When our lives give out a loud message that Jesus Christ is not a lot
different to the others.
The horrible truth is that a religious Christian is outwardly no different to a religious
Moslem, Hindu or Buddhist. Why? Because we live as if the One who started it
all is dead – just like Mohammed and co. We complain that Moslems bring Jesus
down to the same level as Mohammed – but we do the same by making Jesus
Christ to us what Mohammed is to the Moslem: Just a dead man who lived and
died many years ago!
Please! Stop living as if He’s dead and buried. Stop living as if He’s some historical
figure or some distant God. Stop living as if He has nothing new to say to you. The
Gospel is the earth-shaking news that He’s alive and well and living today! Where?
In heaven – yes! But also, equally, in you!
Now, more than ever it’s critical to know the Word, because it keeps you in the
truth, it’s the plumb-line that steers you clear of deception, it helps you to keep
knowing Him and His ways and walking in them. But it’s equally important to
never lose touch with the truth that the author of the
book is alive, and well, and living inside you! And to ever
let that be the defining evidence of your life.
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Fighting for forgiveness
by Stu Smith
IT is now 32 years since the infamous
Roe vs Wade, the United States Supreme Court decision that made abortion available to all on a simple choice
basis.
There is nothing simple about abortion, however. It is a tragedy that has
accounted for the brutal, unspeakable
deaths of millions of unborn children. It
has also left a similar number of women
traumatised and emotionally scarred
almost beyond hope.
Jennifer O’Neill remembers her abortion experience vividly. The actress and
legendary supermodel had been thrilled
when she discovered she was carrying
the baby of a man she planned to spend
her life with. When he demanded she
terminate the pregnancy, she agreed to
the procedure, assured by doctors there
was nothing more involved than the
removal of tissue.
“On the table, I was hysterical at the
doctor,” she recalls. “He tried to talk to
the father because I was so upset. My
response to it was self-loathing, weakness, and even an inability to relate to
the daughter I already had.”
O’Neill shares this experience with
women throughout the U.S. Some
ﬁgures put the number at 25 million
women who must cope every day with
the emotional and physical aftermath
of having had an abortion. They suﬀer
with physical pain, an inability to form
bonds of trust and intimacy in their
relationships, an increased potential for
miscarriage, and the guilt, regret and
emotional devastation that comes with
having taken a life.
“There are higher rates of alcoholism and drug abuse,” O’Neill
explains, “because women who
have had an abortion want to
be numb. The truth needs to
get out that abortion kills our
children, it hurts our women,
and it destroys our families.”
Jennifer O’Neill found the
truth when she was 38. It was a slow
process that had its deﬁning moment
as she emerged from the water of her
swimming pool baptism.
“It was that moment of coming out of
the water,” she describes, “that it all was
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very real and clear to me. I had such an
experience of what baptism is supposed
to be – a public declaration of things
that had been going on in my heart and
mind, about spiritual warfare that had
been happening over me for years, that
I ﬁnally stated, resolved and clariﬁed. It
was at that moment of coming out of
the water that was clear to me in terms
of ‘I’ve arrived in God’s arms.’”
O’Neill works every day to keep that
feeling alive and fresh in her life, and
to share it with women who need it so
badly.
“First thing when I get up in the
morning, I literally say this is the day
that God has made and I will be glad in
it. It is my choice to bring my thoughts
captive – to choose to forgive on a daily
basis and let God know that He’s my
only friend, He’s the whole ball of wax,
and I worship Him. I praise Him, but
I worship him. I’m so blessed to just
know him.
Jennifer reaches out to other women
who suﬀer with the aftermath of abortion as the spokesperson for Silent No
More, an eﬀort to let women know
they are not alone in their hurt and
pain, that they do not have to suﬀer in
silence with the emotional and physical
pain they are feeling, and that help is
waiting for them.
“This campaign creates a safe place
for women to break their silence about
the pain of abortion,” she
says. “They let women know
that abortion is not good

for women and they can come out
and deal with the subject matter and
become these incredible billboards for
the truth.”
O’Neill is the subject of a billboard
in which she shares her own abortion
regret and encourages women to share
their own stories. The billboard now
appears in seven states in America.
Jennifer O’Neill has written two books
that chronicle her life experiences
as a bright, intelligent, adventurous
woman – powerful and with the world
seemingly at her feet, but all the time
wishing desperately to be accepted, to
be found worthy, to be loved. Her ﬁrst
book, Surviving Myself, describes her
passage from a too tall, too thin girl into
the cover model envy of women worldwide. Her second book, From Fallen To
Forgiven, relates the journey that saved
her from tragedy and brought her to
God’s grace. Both are superbly crafted,
with phrasing and imagery that leaps
from the page.
It is her third book, however, which
may be the most important one. You’re
Not Alone reaches out to the countless
women with whom O’Neill feels such
a special bond. In the book, she shares
a love letter from God that emerges
from scripture.
For more information regarding Jennifer
O’Neill’s ministry, books and other resources, visit www.jenniferoneill.com.
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The
missing
ingredient

by Chip Brogden
“And I will very gladly spend and be spent
for you; though the more abundantly I
love you, the less I am loved (2 Corinthians 12:15).”
BESIDES prayer, no other subject has
been talked about more and practiced
less than the subject of loving one
another.
We all know we are supposed to love
one another. We have heard it preached
a thousand times. But there is a diﬀerence between knowing the Path and
walking the Path.
I want to speak speciﬁcally to the issue
of love as it relates to “ministry.” That
word “ministry” is a loaded word now,
and we really need to question someone
when they use that word so we can ﬁnd
out what they really mean. I think most
people will agree that what passes for
“ministry” these days is something very
far removed from the ministry practiced
in the New Testament.
And I am not referring to some kind
of method or technique that they practiced. The “missing ingredient” is not
something so superﬁcial as meeting
in homes versus meeting in buildings.
How far we have fallen to think that the
secret of New Testament life is found in
some way of conducting a meeting.
Leadership exists in the Bible, and
leadership exists in the Church. There
is no getting around that. Jesus showed
us, both in word and in deed, that His
idea of leadership is based on service
to God and to others. The question we
need to ask is what constitutes godly,
Spirit-led, Christ-centred, servant
leadership? What makes someone a
spiritual father? What really qualiﬁes
someone as an apostle, prophet, evan4

gelist, pastor, or teacher?
You might say the calling of God is
what qualiﬁes someone. Perhaps, but
many are called and few are chosen.
Many are called but they fail to respond to the call. You need more than
a calling.
You might say the gift of God is
what qualiﬁes someone. Let me tell
you something, brothers and sisters.
Gifts no longer register much with me
anymore. Gifted brothers and sisters are
really a dime a dozen.
I am just speaking frankly. Often I
will meet people and come away thinking how gifted they are, but they leave
me hollow inside. They have a lot of
potential but I would not trust them
to watch my dog much less watch over

people’s souls. Many of them claim to
be in some kind of pastoral or prophetic
or apostolic ministry. But that in and of
itself does not qualify a person. I have
seen gifted brothers and sisters with
absolutely no wisdom, no maturity, and
no spiritual discernment make a real
mess of people’s lives.
You might say revelation from God
is what qualiﬁes someone. I absolutely
believe that revelation is a necessity
for teaching others because you cannot
point the way to a place you have never
been. But revelation by itself does not
qualify a person.
There came a time in my life when I
realised I was called, and I was gifted,
and God had given me great revelation,
but I still lacked something. Now when
Prepare the Way

I was younger I believed that having a
calling from God and being gifted by
God was all you needed. Then I began
to learn some things by revelation and
thought that was God’s seal of approval
upon me.
Even so, I could not get away from the
fact that there were then, and there are
now, lots of people in the world besides
me who are called by God, have spiritual
gifts, and enjoy an abundance of revelation. But God cannot trust them in any
kind of a servant leadership capacity.
They may have a title or a ministry but
they are unqualiﬁed because they do not
have the missing ingredient. I noticed
they lacked something, and worse, I
lacked the same thing. Eventually I
discovered what everyone, including
myself, is lacking.
What is the missing ingredient? The
missing ingredient is LOVE.
Let me share something to illustrate
what I mean. A pastor told me something that happened many years ago
between him and his associate pastor.
They worked together in the church but
fortunately they were also good friends.
He said his associate came to him one
day with tears in his eyes and told him,
“You’re the best preacher and teacher of
the Word I have ever heard in my life.
But you just don’t love people.”
When the pastor shared this story
with me he had tears in his eyes, too. It
was a powerful reminder to him, and
an important lesson to us. We can be
called and gifted and full of revelation
and still fall short because we are not
walking in love with people.

That’s what
qualiﬁes you
Now we could go to many examples
of love demonstrated and love commanded in the New Testament. You
know them as well as I do. But when I
turn to this little obscure passage in 2
Corinthians 12 I ﬁnd something mostly
overlooked. Paul writes, “I will VERY
GLADLY spend and be spent for you;
though the more ABUNDANTLY I
love you, the less I am loved.” Now that
is what qualiﬁes a person. That is the
missing ingredient.
Paul wrote this to the Corinthians.
You know Paul had more trouble with
the Corinthian church than all the
others combined. Most people would
Prepare the Way

have quit, but not Paul. Paul has the
heart of a father. That is a real apostle.
That is a real pastor. We know he was
called, we know he was gifted, and
we certainly know he had a depth of
revelation. We could understand if he
felt like he was wasting his time with
Corinth and wanted to turn his attention elsewhere.
You see, that kind of thinking has
the ﬂesh all over it. I read something
many years ago that I accepted at ﬁrst
as wisdom, but have since changed
by mind. A man wrote, “Go where
you are celebrated, not where you are
tolerated.”

Feeling
unappreciated
At the time I was feeling very unappreciated so I thought this was sound
advice. But God has been gracious to
me, and He has helped me to see that
this attitude is the whole problem with
“ministry” today. We love people who
love us, and we serve people who serve
us, and we thank people who thank us,
and if you scratch my back then I’ll
scratch your back.
What kind of Christianity is this?
What if Paul only went where he was
celebrated and avoided places where he
was just tolerated? What a foolish statement, but this is the prevailing attitude
among “ministers” today.
Paul gave us an example to follow.
Don’t just look at his calling and his
gifting and his revelation. Look at his
heart of love. He gave all – not just for
the Lord, but for the Lord’s people. And
they were a most carnal, unappreciative
bunch of people. Even so, the heart of
a father is demonstrated.
That is the reason he had authority.
I tell you his authority was not in his
title, his position, or his status as having founded the church. His authority
was not in his calling, gift, or revelation.
His authority was in the abundant love
he showed.
Make no mistake: I am not there yet.
I still struggle with how to be a good
brother, much less a spiritual father with
abundant love for everyone. I obviously
have a long way to go, but now I see the
missing ingredient and I am following
after love.
How about you?
You know, the days of a person just

“showing up” to exercise their gift and
do their little ministry event are just
about over. I have been guilty of that, I
think we all have either done it or seen
others do it. Is that what Jesus has called
us to do? Is that being an example?
Hold some meetings, have some talks,
shake hands and go home? It doesn’t
mean a thing if we are not loving one
another. It is all tinkling brass and
clanging cymbals.
Paul saw himself as a father caring for
the needs of his children. He entered
right into the heart of God, because
that is exactly the way God sees it. That
is why Paul was able to love them more
even as they loved him less.
There is a vacuum of that kind of
leadership in the Body of Christ today.
We have people who cannot even be
good brothers and sisters and yet they
aspire to be spiritual fathers and leaders, apostles and prophets and pastors
and teachers. Instead of serving people
WITH their gift they expect people to
serve them BECAUSE of their gift. It
is seen in things so seemingly insigniﬁcant as the pastor’s reserved parking
space right by the front door.

Take away my
calling, gifting &
revelation...
In recent months I have prayed, “God,
take away my calling, take away my
gifts, take away my revelation, but give
me a heart of love.” Really, friends,
we have plenty of gifted brothers and
sisters. But where are the Pauls and the
Peters and the Johns of our generation? Where are the spiritual fathers,
the leaders, the elders, the ones giving
a godly example to those who follow
after? An example is most deﬁnitely
being given, but all too often it is an
example of what NOT to do.
Where are the ones who will very
gladly spend and be spent in the service
of God and of others – who will love
abundantly even when they are not
loved in return? One father is worth
more than ten thousand teachers.
All you who are called and gifted, hear
me. Love is the missing ingredient.
Follow after love and the calling, the
gifting, and the revelation will ﬁnd its
deepest and fullest expression.
Visit Chip’s website at:
www.watchman.net
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End-of-season collapse
By Steve Gallagher
THE 1969 Chicago Cubs began the
season at a sizzling pace, winning 11
of their ﬁrst 12 games. To the delight
of their fans, the Cubs had built a 9½game lead over the upstart New York
Mets by mid-August. It seemed as
though the Cubs would coast into the
playoﬀs yet, inexplicably, that’s when
the freefall began.
In a matter of two weeks, their once
unassailable lead had dwindled to
two games. Rather than regroup at
that point and ﬁght back, the Cubs
continued to plummet. By the end
of the season, the choking team from
the Windy City ﬁnished eight games
behind the surging Mets, the eventual
world champions.
It was arguably the worst collapse a
Major League Baseball team has ever
experienced.
The baseball season, extended over a
gruelling 162-game schedule, allows
for the inevitable surges and slumps
that come with the game and provides
ample time for the quality teams to
rise to the top. A strong charge at the
beginning of the season certainly helps
establish a winning attitude and good
habits in the clubhouse. However, dashing out ahead of the pack can also bring
with it the danger of complacency.
And so it is with the Christian life.
So many times we have witnessed an
enthusiastic new believer rush out
– Bible in hand – sharing his spiritual
discoveries with anyone who will listen
to him, only to ﬁnd him completely
backslidden a year later. The fact is that
the Christian life is not a 50-metre
dash; it is a long marathon.
Despite Solomon’s vast wisdom, he
never seemed to grasp this essential
truth, making his life certainly one of
the most tragic failures found in Scripture. Though raised in what must have
been one of the godliest homes ever,
Solomon was ill-prepared to face the
one source of temptation that nearly
destroyed his father: SEX! The Israelite
king made the classic mistake of using
his position to multiply sex partners for
himself – reminiscent of today’s Christian man who does the same through
6

pornography.
Solomon’s life illustrates four important spiritual principles that are worth
noting.
First, lust is never satisﬁed – ever!
At the height of Solomon’s fame, he
had 300 wives and 700 concubines, yet
in Ecclesiastes he wrote, “Better is the
sight of the eye than the wandering of
the desire. This also is grasping for the
wind.” In a modern sense, no matter
how many sexual images a man views,
he will never ﬁnd fulﬁlment through
illicit sex. In my book, At the Altar of

Sexual Idolatry, I wrote the following:
“Lustful living is hellish living. Again,
lust is demanding and never satisﬁed.
The more one feeds the beast, the more
ravenous it becomes. Perhaps the allergic reaction to poison ivy would illustrate the intense craving for immorality
some are consumed by. The body becomes covered with a rash which incites
intense itching. If the person scratches
the infected area, he risks the possibility
of making it worse and spreading it to
other parts of his body. If he does not
scratch it, he feels as though he might

Vital Facts on Pornography

1. Nine out of 10 children aged between eight and 16 have viewed pornography on the Internet. In most cases, the sex sites were accessed unintentionally when a child, often in the process of doing homework, used a seemingly
innocent sounding word to search for information or pictures (London School
of Economics January 2002).
2. 25 million Americans visit cyber-sex sites between 1-10 hours per week.
Another 4,7 million in excess of 11 hours per week. (MSNBC/Stanford/Duquesne Study, Washington Times 1/26/00)
3. Even 51% of pastors say cyber porn is a possible temptation. 37% say it is
a current struggle (Christianity Today, Leadership Survey, December 2001).
4. 63% of men attending “Men, Romance & Integrity Seminars” admit to
struggling with porn in the past year. Two-thirds are in church leadership and
10% are pastors (Pastor’s Family Bulletin, Focus on the Family, March 2000).
5. 1 in 7 calls to Focus’ Pastoral Care Line is about Internet pornography
(Pastor’s Family Bulletin, Focus on the Family, March 2000).
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go insane! Yet, even if he grated it with
a metal ﬁle, a few minutes later it would
itch all the more.”
Second, habitual immorality always
leads the person into the Kingdom
of Darkness. We are told that “when
Solomon was old, his wives turned his
heart away after other gods; and his
heart was not wholly devoted to the
Lord (1 Kings 11:4).”
So it is with the Christian porn addict.
He thinks he is safely dabbling on the
edges of satan’s kingdom. Though he
tells himself that he is in control and
can stop his behaviour whenever necessary, it is all part of the deception of
sin. Just like undercurrents pulling an
empty bottle out to sea, so too the porn
addict does not realise that he is being
dragged inexorably into the Kingdom
of Darkness.
Third, sin always demands total allegiance from its abuser. Solomon likely
made a regular pretence of worshipping
at the newly constructed Temple of Jehovah, but the high places to demonic
gods erected on the Mount of Olives
– directly across the Kidron Valley
– revealed the truth about his heart: he
had become an idolater, forsaking the
Living God.
It is much the same for the modern
man who sings hymns to God on Sunday while viewing the ﬁlthy images of
pornography during the week. In utter
delusion, he convinces himself that he
loves the Lord but just has a “struggle”
with porn. This exaggeration of one’s
spiritual life coupled with minimisation
of sin is another typical aspect of sin’s
deceitful nature.
If he were healed of his spiritual
blindness, he would realise the awful
truth – that he has given his heart to
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the enemy. He might persuade himself
into believing that he is truly following
Christ while also living in debauchery
and deception, but Jesus said, “No man
can serve two masters.” The notion that
we can live simultaneously in God’s
and satan’s kingdoms is absurd. It is a
spiritual impossibility.
Lastly, and most sobering, is the
principle that, without true repentance, apostasy is the inevitable outcome. The very fact that the high
places remained perched atop the Hill
of Transgression for years to come indicates that Solomon died an apostate.
What a tragedy! His ship was entering
the harbour. The port was in sight. But
in spite of the warning beacons all
around, his faith suﬀered shipwreck in
the ﬁnal years of his life.
Thankfully, it is never too late for a
backslider to repent. But, the worst
mistake one can make, in any season of
life, is to put this repentance oﬀ until a
more convenient time. The truth is that
the longer one remains in sin, the more

Walk in the Light

calloused and unreachable becomes the
heart.
Yes, there is a reason God made this
life a marathon – a 162-game season.
Our life in this world is a trial – a test to
prove whether or not we truly love Him.
Perseverance and endurance (which the
’69 Chicago Cubs failed to maintain)
are essential components of the Christian experience. With the playoﬀs in
sight, the Cubs folded up, leaving their
devoted fans feeling disappointed and
disillusioned.
We, too, have a race before us and fans
cheering us on. Perhaps this is what the
writer of Hebrews had in mind when he
wrote: “Therefore, since we have so great
a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let
us also lay aside every encumbrance and
the sin which so easily entangles us, and
let us run with endurance the race that
is set before us, ﬁxing our eyes on Jesus
(12:1-2).”
The race is only for this short life. The
stakes: life-and-death. The prize at the
end: eternal life with Jesus.

by Oswald Chambers
“Walk in the light, while you have the
light, lest darkness come upon you ( John
12:35).”
“If any man will do His will, he shall know
the doctrine ( John 7:17).”
If you do not obey the light, it will turn
to darkness. If you do not put into action what you know to do, you begin to
get dry rot. The golden rule for understanding spiritually is not intellect, but
obedience.
If a man wants scientiﬁc knowledge, intellectual curiosity is his guide; if he
wants insight into what Jesus Christ teaches, he can only get it by obedience.
If things are dark to me, then I may be sure there is something I am refusing
to do. Intellectual darkness comes through ignorance; spiritual darkness comes
because of something I do not intend to obey.
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A message from Mars
by Peter Pollock
GOD made Adam and Eve and
placed them in the Garden of Eden.
They had been given dominion over
all around them and they had also
been granted their own will – the very
essence of the human being! This will
entitled them to decide even against
God, if they chose.
Indeed, God did not want man to be
a robot, and so along with their own
wills came the opportunity to test that
will – the temptation! They were not
to eat of the fruit of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. If they did,
God promised they would “surely die.”
Well, we all know that they succumbed
and indeed they did die! Not in the
mind or the body, but spiritually. That
is all recorded truth. But let’s take it a
little further.
There in the Garden of Eden, Adam
and Eve initially encountered two inﬂuences. There was God and of course
there was evil, the devil, in the form of
the serpent. The human pair had been
warned not to eat of the “tree of the
knowledge of good and evil.” Along
came satan and told them they would
not die, but if they ate the fruit they
would be as “gods knowing the diﬀer8

ence between good and evil.”
That was a rather heady promise and
prospect. Bingo! They ate – and in the
process they took “God” and with their
newfound knowledge and intellectualism, turned Him into “Good!” In other
words, man was now well and truly
into the “good” business. Spirit death
brought mind-power, control and manipulation and it was this knowledge
of “good and evil” that birthed religion,
self-righteousness, pride, intellectualism, morality, idolatry and elitism.

The ﬁrst of the
belly-button brigade
This was, of course, the birthday of
the sinful Adamic man. The ﬁrst of the
“belly-button brigade” was Cain, who
came forth in Adam’s image. Cain just
did not want to listen. He wanted to
do it his way and ﬁnished up slaying
his brother Abel. This was the start of
family life and sibling rivalry. What a
disastrous beginning.
A few thousand years later things
had gone from bad to worse and God
decided to wash it all out and start
again. He chose the most righteous

man, Noah. He and his family and all
the animals got in the ark, but when the
ﬂood was over, Noah built a vineyard
and then got drunk. He was the best,
the most righteous of the Adamic ﬂock,
but now he, too, was disgraced. Noah
was simply confirming that man is
sinful and will always get drunk on the
fruit of his hands.
In a nutshell this is the problem with
mankind. We are sinners! Wretches!
The heart is wicked; nobody is good and
the Bible tells us that even Jesus didn’t
trust us because He knew our hearts.
We, of course, don’t want to believe this.
We would call it “negativism” and so we
counter with success, fame, wisdom,
prosperity, intellectualism and good
works. And that has become our world.
And it is a daunting, hugely intimidating mission ﬁeld.
But how did Paul handle the ogre
that had grown out of this intellectual
arrogance? In Acts 17, he is in Athens,
the hub of the then world. The city
was famous for its learning and it was
overrun with idols and idolatry. It seems
they go hand in hand.
He was summoned to appear before
the city elders at Mars Hill. They
wanted to know what he was on about.
Prepare the Way

He was bringing some strange new
ideas and while the people of those
days enjoyed new revelations, this was
causing an upheaval.
Interestingly, the scripture tells us
that Paul’s spirit was “provoked” as he
looked around at all the godlessness.
Indeed, the Spirit does open eyes and
give discernment. It convicts on sin,
righteousness and judgement and reveals the true state of individual and
corporate sinfulness.

Not fooled by
positivism, patriotism...
The Spirit is not fooled by positivism,
patriotism, optimism, success or ﬂattery
nor does it bow down to criticism or
accusations of negativism. The Spirit
separates us unto the Gospel and we
“groan inwardly” as we wait for Christ
to be revealed. Only believers do see the
world for what it truly is because the
unbelievers “have their eyes blinded”
by the god(s) of this age.
Satan’s “spin doctors” are trying hard
to convince us that all is well and that
things are under control, but true believers will see through the deception.
We see, too, that the Spirit prompts
action, as Paul went into both the “synagogue” and “marketplace.” The Gospel
needs to be preached in the business
forum as well as constantly challenging
the church!
Paul didn’t just sit around having
fellowship and preaching “soft” eartickling sermons to the converted.
He was doing it daily, not just at the
weekends. The Spirit always emboldens.
It does not produce secret agents, silent
partners or submarine saints! The Spirit
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stands you tall and bold, with passion
and conviction.
There was opposition. Another sign
of real impact! The philosophers were
calling him a “babbler” because he was
preaching about Jesus. Intellectual
moralists are, in fact, great enemies
of the Gospel and the true kingdom
of God. No doubt they were thinking
that Paul was a radical, fundamentalist
freak who had gone overboard with his
absolutist ideas.
Above all, he would have been seen
as a trouble-maker coming to disturb
their carnal complacency. The Gospel
unfortunately is “oﬀensive,” “divisive”
and “elitist” in the eyes of its detractors.
It stirs, agitates and confronts. Jesus
promised us that He didn’t come to
bring political peace.
Then Paul began his strong message.
“I see you are very religious” – he could
have been right here in South Africa!
Churches and denominations all over
the place and people acting and proclaiming as if Christianity is hereditary.
When religion abounds, sadly it brings
with it the inevitable “intellectualism”
and self-righteousness. “Intellectualism” is when humans regard their own
knowledge and wisdom as a god!
This, of course, takes us back to the
devil’s promise to Eve. There is no
anointing on religion, denominations
or structures. In “religion” you are
worshipping an unknown god, stated
Paul rather emphatically. And that’s
the truth.
There is no inspiration, just interpretation! There is no rhema or revelation.
You might know something about
God, but you do not know Him. That
was the substance of the damning observation.

Then Paul proceeded to tell about the
awesome, sovereign, supreme, mindboggling, mind-blowing, immutable
God of the Universe. God is indeﬁnable, incomparable and awesome and
He certainly does not need you and me.
God is all-suﬃcient and in Jesus Christ
is everything!

God is marching on!
The Kingdom of God proceeds and
you and I can decide whether we want
to be part of it or not. But God is
marching on! God gives life and breath
to everyone and we can all seek Him
and ﬁnd Him if we really search with
all our hearts and souls. It is about a
relationship, and we can actually experience it because in “Him we live and
move and have our being.”
We can taste, smell, hear and see and
that it is for real, not just a ﬁgment of
an over-active imagination. But it’s not
synthetic. It’s not man-made or shaped
by man’s devising.
Paul certainly did not spare the horses!
He told it as it is, pulling no punches
and not trying to soft-soap it, or make it
seeker-friendly to gain their intellectual
approval. He ﬁnishes oﬀ, as any good
preacher, telling them that they need to
repent and that judgement is at hand.
Paul countered the daunting challenge
of addressing “religion” and “intellectualism” by presenting the Gospel, not by
entering into philosophies or allowing
himself to be side-tracked by political
or social issues. So far above everything
else is the issue of really knowing God
and having a relationship with Him.
It is not about our knowledge of what
is good and evil. That was, and still is,
the fruit of the tree of temptation and
deception!
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The fullness of Jesus Christ

by Helen Gardiner
“And the Word became ﬂesh and dwelt
among us, and we beheld His glory, the
glory as of the only begotten of the Father,
full of grace and truth. John bore witness
of Him and cried out, saying, ‘This was
he of whom I said, “He who comes after
me is preferred before me, for He was
before me.”’ And of His fullness we have
all received, and grace for grace. For the
law was given through Moses, but grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ
( John 1:14-17).”
“Assuredly, I say to you, among those
born of women there has not risen one
greater than John the Baptist; but he who
is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater
than he (Matthew 11:11).”
“Not that I have already attained, or
am already perfected, but I press on, that
I may lay hold of that for which Christ
Jesus has also laid hold of me (Philippians
3:12).”
“For this reason I bow my knees to the
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from
whom the whole family in heaven and
earth is named, that He would grant
you, according to the riches of His glory,
to be strengthened with might through
His Spirit in the inner man, that Christ
may dwell in your hearts through faith,
that you, being rooted and grounded in
love, may be able to comprehend with all
the saints what is the width and length
and depth and height – to know the love
of Christ which passes knowledge, that
you may ﬁlled with all the fullness of God
(Ephesians 3:14-19).”
AS WE consider these passages of
Scripture – all so crucial in these days
– we ﬁnd a major burden of the Holy
Spirit in our times: the fullness of Jesus
Christ, or the fullness of God, in Jesus
Christ.
It is vital for the Church to comprehend and apprehend the fullness of her
Head. We need to be reﬂecting and
portraying or manifesting more truly
and accurately the fruit, gifts, nature,
character and ways of Jesus Christ.
There needs to be fullness of uncompromised truth (which alone sets free),
but there needs also to be fullness of
grace and love which enables people
to embrace the truth. Otherwise, truth
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is just a clanging cymbal. Many Christians tend to major either on grace, or
truth, at the expense of the other. Jesus
is both, ﬂowing simultaneously.
In Jesus Christ, there is also fullness
of righteousness, holiness, judgement,
mercy. In His coming to earth and then
resurrecting and departing, He made a
way for the Holy Spirit to come. Yes,
for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit and
all His fruit and gifts.
Jesus was, and still is, the healer and
the great sign-and-wonder worker. He
is the same yesterday, today and forever.
The fact that you or I may have a ministry that does not move in supernatural
wonders, does not mean that such are
not for today – just that He has chosen
not to use us in such a way. Equally, the

fact that you or I may have a ministry
that demonstrates the supernatural
does not mean that you or I have the
full revelation of truth, or even perfect
doctrine.
Jesus’ Kingdom has come, but it is also
still coming. Jesus was Jewish. He came
to His own, but they did not receive
Him. The Kingdom was extended to the
Gentiles, especially initially, through
the ministry of the Jewish apostle Paul.
Gentile believers are a part of the Israel
of God, but they have not replaced the
Jewish people. And so on and so on
and so on…
The Holy Spirit gradually leads us into
all truth, and helps us to divide rightly
the written word of truth – if we will,
in all humility, allow Him to do so. We
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have not yet fully attained. But if we
stay humble and teachable, the Church
will get there. God’s passion is to get
her there.
Right now, the Church of Jesus Christ
is rather like a patchwork quilt, with
the various divisions and denominations and non-denominations having
comprehended and apprehended one,
a couple or even a few of the patches.
But no one, on their own, has the full
patchwork quilt.

The pride factor
Many think they have the full picture.
This invariably leads to pride, leading
to incomplete redemption of the soul.
Usefulness to God becomes, sadly,
restricted.
I know that in recent years, the Church
has overdosed on love and grace, at the
expense of absolute Biblical truth. Some
months ago, I was blessed to discover
the emergence of a prophetic stream
(ever growing) that was highlighting
uncompromised truth – preaching repentance, righteousness and holiness.
They feel the call to be the current day
Elijahs and/or John the Baptists.
I was so happy to discover them. I was
listening to one of them letting rip with
the truth. There was this voice in me
saying, “Preach it brother!” But then,
sadly, I became aware of an absence of
the precious, convicting power of the
Holy Spirit in the meeting where the
message was recorded. The Holy Spirit,
alone, can break hearts over sin.
“Why, Lord?” I asked. “This one is full
of truth.”
“Yes, that is true, but there is also
pride and arrogance,” came the still
small voice.

Doing it in the
Spirit of Jesus
Many times, over months and years,
the Lord has told me that, although He
has called us to do the work of John
the Baptist in “Preparing the Way” and
making crooked and perverse paths
straight, we have to do this in the Spirit
of Jesus Christ, not John the Baptist.
We are called to prepare the Bride, not
the friend of the Bride.
So many Christians have truth or
grace, the Spirit or the Word, rather
than both/and.
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I remember when Mel Gibson’s The
Passion of the Christ hit the scene. On
the one hand, there were those within
the Church who went completely ga-ga
in favour of the thing – most of them,
because they genuinely believed this
was the greatest evangelism tool ever.
And then, on the other hand, there was
the opposite camp who gave a detailed
case for this ﬁlm being from the pit of
hell, basically.
At the time, someone put in my hand,
one of the negative exposes. On reading
it, I found there was much truth in what
was being said, but, boy, was it vitriolic!
They may have been speaking truth, but
this certainly was not done in love. The
truth was being wielded as a sword to
kill, rather than to set free and bring
the life of Christ.
Meanwhile, in the midst of this furore
and fuss, there was launched, without
fanfare, a little gem. The Gospel of John,

featuring the fullness of the written
Word. Produced by the Visual Bible
people, this film featured a Jewishlooking, very believable Jesus, not over
or under-acted. And of course the
richness of the words and teachings
of Jesus just poured forth abundantly.
What a feast. What convicting power
of the Holy Spirit.
So often we ﬁnd the gems in quiet,
unassuming places…
Oh, dearest Lord Jesus Christ, beloved
Bridegroom, how we need You to arise
in Your Church and to reveal Yourself as
you really are – in all Your fullness. Full
of grace and truth; Spirit and Word. For
we have not yet fully attained nor are
we already perfected. Please come TO
Your Church, before You come FOR Your
Church. That You may be revealed to the
world, and there can be a turning from
darkness into Your glorious light – and
many may be saved.

A simple prayer

by Mrs C.E. Cowman
“I believe God, that it shall be even as it was told me (Acts 27:25).”
I went to America some years ago with the captain of a steamer, who was a very
devoted Christian. When oﬀ the coast of Newfoundland he said to me, “The last
time I crossed here, ﬁve weeks ago, something happened which revolutionised the
whole of my Christian life. We had George Mueller of Bristol on board. I had
been on the bridge 24 hours and never left it.
“George Mueller came to me, and said, ‘Captain I have come to tell you that
I must be in Quebec Saturday afternoon.’ ‘It is impossible,’ I said. ‘Very well, if
your ship cannot take me, God will ﬁnd some other way. I have never broken an
engagement for 57 years. Let us go down into the chart-room and pray.’
”I looked at that man of God, and thought to myself, what lunatic asylum can that
man have come from? I never heard of such a thing as this. ‘Mr Mueller,’ I said,
‘do you know how dense this fog is?’ ‘No,’ he replied, ‘my eye is not on the density
of the fog, but on the living God, who controls every circumstance of my life.’
”He knelt down and prayed one of the most simple prayers, and when he had
ﬁnished I was going to pray; but he put his hand on my shoulder, and told me
not to pray. First, you do not believe He will answer; and second I BELIEVE HE
HAS, and there is no need whatever for you to pray about it.
”I looked at him, and he said, ‘Captain, I have known my Lord for 57 years, and
there has never been a single day that I have failed to get audience with the King.
Get up, Captain and open the door, and you will ﬁnd the fog gone.’ I got up, and
the fog was indeed gone. On Saturday afternoon, George Mueller was in Quebec
for his engagement.”
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by Basilea Schlink
JESUS, who so often says “Whoever

loves Me...” “Do you love Me?” is
concerned about our LOVE!

He is concerned about a special kind
of love. It is the love which is shadowed
in the relationship between a bride and
her bridegroom; that is, it is an exclusive
love, a love which places the beloved,
the bridegroom, above all other loves,
in the ﬁrst place.
As a Bridegroom, Jesus has a claim
to “ﬁrst love.” He who has loved us so
much wants to possess us completely,
with everything we are and have. Jesus
gave Himself wholly and completely for
us. Now His love is yearning for us to
surrender ourselves and everything that
we are to Him, so that He can really be
our “ﬁrst love.”
So long as our love for Him is a divided love, so long as our heart is bound
to family, possessions, or the like, He
will not count our love to be genuine.
Divided love is of so little value to Him
that He will not enter into a bond of
love with such a soul, for this bond
presupposes a full mutual love.
Because our love is so precious to Jesus,
because He yearns for our love, He waits
for our uncompromising commitment.
Whenever there are two alternatives,
true love always chooses Jesus. If, for
example, Jesus calls someone into the
mission-ﬁeld, then for Jesus’ sake he
has to depart from his native land,
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often leaving his family behind or being separated from his wife for a while.
The love for these things has to take
second place.
Jesus can be our true love, our ﬁrst
love, only if this love takes priority over
all others, only if, whenever we are faced
with the choice between Jesus or people
and things, we choose Him. Jesus has
the right to make such a claim upon our
love, because there is no one like Him.
No one is so full of glory, so full of royal
beauty and powerful love as Jesus.
His love is so overwhelming, so tender
so intimate, so ﬁery and so strong. No
human love could ever be compared
with it. No one loves so exclusively, so
faithfully and with such loving care.
No one exists so exclusively for us as
Jesus.
Jesus knows what He can bestow with
His love. He knows how happy He can
make a human soul. That is why He has
a thousand times more right than an
earthly bridegroom to say, “Give Me
everything – your whole love – your
ﬁrst love, for which you would leave
earthly things behind, just as a bride
would put aside all her other desires and
would give up home and fatherland.”
Jesus stands before us as One who
entreats. He wants to take complete
possession of us. His love is a jealous
love, because it is so great and ﬁlled
with such a strong ardour for us (Exodus 34:14).
It is a grief to Him when we do not

return His love with all that
we are and have. His love
for us is so powerful that
it yearns to receive the ultimate of love from us, and
for the true bride there is
nothing more blissful than
to surrender her whole being, her whole love to the
One who loves her. Indeed,
if her Bridegroom takes her
completely into His possession, it is bliss for her.
Divine possession – blessed
words! God has taken possession of me. He longs for
me so utterly that He is not
satisﬁed until I give myself
wholly and completely to
Him. Only he who loves
Jesus in this way can comprehend Jesus in His deepest
nature, for only the soul that has given
itself to Him completely in love can
experience His great and intimate love.
We remember the rich young ruler.
Jesus loved him, and the rich young
ruler longed for the love-relationship to
God. Jesus saw his deep desire to enter
into this fellowship of life and love with
God. Jesus showed him the way: to attain the precious pearl, eternal life, one
has to sell something, one has to give up
something – indeed, one must give up
everything. This is inevitable, because
the divine, eternal life is loving and this
loving must be whole-hearted. In order
to give my whole love to Him, I have to
forsake other things I love.

We are chained to our
earthly possessions

The rich young ruler went away sorrowful, and to this day (as I have known
for myself ), we believers are often dismal and depressed. We have not been
caught up into His great joy, because
the heartfelt, blissful relationship of
love to Jesus is lacking. So long as we
cannot bring ourselves to give Jesus
our ﬁrst love, we shall not know this
relationship.
It may be that some are afraid of
falling into false asceticism or legalism, but it is usually because we are
chained to our earthly possessions,
to our honour, to our profession, to
people we love, and so on. We will
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not give Jesus our undivided love.
Jesus said to the rich young ruler: “Sell
– give up – follow Me – bind yourself
to Me and My way! Out of love give
Me your life and everything that makes
it rich and desirable for you. Give it
to Me – not as an ascetic act, no, out
of love and I will give you the eternal,
divine, overﬂowing life of love, which
is the richest way of all, and which will
make you abundantly happy. For only
I can grant the highest life.”

For years I lived on
‘cheap grace’

Jesus can say this, because He is
“the Life.” Whoever follows Him,
whoever joins Him, is joined
to that Life, to the stream of life
and love that flows without end.
Yes, whoever follows Him receives
eternal life. That is what I found. For
years I had lived on “cheap grace” – not
answering His call for uncompromising
discipleship as obligatory for my life.
But then the time came when His love
overwhelmed me. Then, as His disciple
I consciously chose His way.
In the aﬀairs of life, I tried to choose
the lowly place, the way of poverty, the
way of the Lamb which is described
in the Sermon on the Mount. I tried
not to insist upon being right, not to
strike back and not to retaliate when
I was wronged. During the war and
the post-war period, I gave up my last
possessions according to Jesus’ commandment: “Give and it will be given
to you (Luke 6:38).”
From then on I knew for myself that
whoever follows Jesus is really joined to
the “eternal Life,” to the spring of love
that ﬂows without end. I knew that this
spring of love was poured out most into
the hearts of the sinful and the poor.
Ever since I have begun to take seriously Jesus’ call to discipleship, I have
been shown the real, true, divine standards for my life. Over and over again I
sinned against them, but my sins drove
me straight into the arms of Jesus, impelled me to claim His redeeming blood
and reopened the fountain of His love.
In Gethsemane, Jesus waited with such
yearning in His heart for His disciples
to stand by His side and show Him
their love, but He sought and waited in
vain. While He was in Bethany before
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His passion, He had also looked for
love. There He found someone, who
sympathised with Him and understood
how heavy His heart was, because the
time had come for Him to begin His
road of sorrows.
This was Mary. Her love had shown
her how deeply grieved was His soul,
and she did what she could do for Him.
Her entire concern was to comfort and
refresh Him. That is why she did not
give her money to the poor (and so incurred the disciples’ reproach), but rather
“wasted” it on Jesus Himself (Matthew
26:8&12). She wanted to comfort and
refresh Him, because He was so grieved.
I shall never forget the time when it
sank into my heart that because Jesus
is the same today as He was yesterday,
and because His heart is still suﬀering
today, He is waiting for us to make Him
happy and to refresh Him, yes, as the
scriptures say, to be comforters for Him
(Psalm 69:20). Since that time, my ﬁrst
concern has been Jesus Himself and
not my ministry for Him, although I
have throughout sought to fulﬁl that
ministry.

The ministry unto Jesus

Now I was concerned about, if one
may express it this way, the ministry
unto Jesus. Since that time, adoration
has burned in my heart. I was grieved
for Jesus’ sake, because He received so
little love in words and songs of adoration. Since then adoration has never
been lacking in my prayer life.
Although I am a pronounced active
and social type, from that time on I
have been constrained to spend every
free minute in my room so that I could
talk to Jesus in prayer. I sense that He is
waiting. A bridegroom always waits for
His bride to come to Him so that He
can carry on a dialogue of love with her.
Jesus is yearning to have fellowship
with us and to hear words of love drop
from our lips. He is waiting for us. He
wants us to be close to Him. He wants
to speak to us in our hearts, to cultivate love’s intimate relationship
with us. Only in times of quiet
when no one else distracts us,
and nothing else draws us away,
can Jesus visit us with His love. Let
him who wishes to know the presence of Jesus and who desires to enter
into bridal love for Jesus keep his times

of quiet holy and faithfully for Him.
Jesus is waiting for our love. As important as our sacriﬁces and our obedience
to the commandments are for God
(the rich young ruler sacriﬁced, and
kept the commandments), they are not
enough. Sacriﬁces and obedience do
not necessarily yield the “eternal, divine
life”. Love does not necessarily pulsate
through them.

The Bridegroom is the
master of joy...

Jesus is pulsating life and love and
He wants to impart His nature to us.
Therefore, only our love, which stems
from the divine, eternal life which He
has granted to us, is the proper response
to His love for us. This love leads us
to keep His commandments, which
are His wishes for us. It will lead us
to bring Him many gifts, and to oﬀer
Him sacriﬁces – but in a diﬀerent spirit.
This love has radiant power. It radiates
happiness and great joy. The Bridegroom is the Master of joy, who has
been anointed with the oil of gladness
above his fellows (Psalm 45:7). His
bride participates in this great joy. She
belongs to Him, the Sun of love, Who
shines forth in light and joy. She is
united to Him in marriage. His joyful
radiance falls upon her being.
It is love which brings more bliss and
joy than anything else into the world.
The joy of an earthly bride is but a
faint shadow of the true, eternal joy
of the bride of the Lamb. Bridal love
for Jesus is ﬁlled with delight. There is
no greater, happier, higher, richer love.
Extracted from My All For Him. Basilea Schlink’s books are available in
South Africa from Kanaan Literature
Ministries, Box 1035, Dundee 3000.
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by Greg Hinnant

Psalm 128:1-6

“The Lord shall bless thee…and thou shalt
see the good of Jerusalem all the days of thy
life (verse 5).”
EVERY day you fear God and walk in
His ways you will see the good. That’s
the central message and promise of
Psalm 128.
Like several other sacred songs, Psalm
128 begins by describing the conditions
which bring the manifold blessing of
God: “Blessed is (verse 1),” or God will
bless this kind of person (see Psalms
1:1; 32:1; 41:1; 112:1; 119:1).
Then it points the reader to its central
theme, the fear of the Lord: “…every
one that feareth the Lord (verse 1).” To
fear the Lord is to believe in His total
power and truthfulness and therefore
deeply respect and obey all His Words,
especially His warnings, seeking always
to avoid His wrath and rest in His approval.
Such a believer, the psalmist reasons,
will learn to walk in God’s ways: “That
walketh in his ways (verse 1).” God’s
ways are the spiritual disciplines, or
godly life habits, seen in the lives of
Jesus and His apostles in the New
Testament and godly kings, prophets,
and priests in the Old Testament. Any
person (“every one,” verse 1) who thus
fears God and walks in His ways will
receive distinctive blessings, or tokens
of divine approval, from the God of
Zion. To illustrate his point, the psalmist describes a few of these blessings.
The God-fearing person will receive
material provision. God will (in an agricultural economy) bless his crops, thus
providing him with ample food, feed
(for his animals), income, and monetary
resources: “For thou shalt eat the labour
14

(produce, product) of thine hands (verse
2).” God will then give him gladness of
heart, as he realises God has supplied
all he needs and, resting from anxiety,
rejoices in God his Provider: “happy
shalt thou be (verse 2).”
God will also give him good health,
blessing his meals and protecting him
from disease: “it shall be well with thee
(verse 2; Exodus 23:25; 15:26).” And
He will give him a loving spouse: “thy
wife (verse 3).”
God will then provide them with a
residence, an appropriate dwelling place
in which to make their home: “thine
house (verse 3).”
He will also provide them with ample
furnishings: “thy table (verse 3).” He
will subsequently bless their union by
giving them the “fruit of the womb
(Psalm 127:3),” or children: “thy children (128:3).”
And their oﬀspring will be as delightful, valuable, and helpful as olive plants,
whose olives contain the vital oil that
facilitated lighting, cooking, eating,
anointing, and healing in ancient Middle Eastern homes: “thy children (shall
be) like olive plants (verse 3).”
“Behold (verse 4),” says the psalmist
– that is, stand back and admire this
verbal portrait of rich divine blessings.
Then he tells us again for whom it is
reserved: “Thus shall the man be blessed
who feareth the Lord (verse 4).” Having
recapped his opening statement for emphasis, the sacred writer has now both
fully developed and duly closed his idea.
Hence, his message is complete.
But inspiration will not let him stop
writing. Enthused by the Spirit, he feels
compelled to add more. So he mentions

three more blessings reserved for those
who truly respect God: discernment,
“thou shalt see the good… thou shalt
see (verse 5-6);” longevity, “thou shalt
(live to) see (and enjoy) thy children’s
children (verse 6);” and fulﬁlment, the
satisfying performance of God’s promise to give “peace upon Israel (God’s
people, verse 6).”
In this article we want to examine
more closely the blessing of discernment, or spiritual vision, the ability to
recognise what God has done. “Yes,” he
says, “when the Lord blesses you from
heaven (‘Zion,’ verse 5),” He will also
enable you to detect His good blessings whenever they appear on earth:
“Thou shalt see the good of Jerusalem
(the city and people of God, verse 5).”
And you will see His hand, not one but
many days, even “all the days of thy life
(verse 5).”
Summing up, then, the psalmist’s
entire message is this: Every day you
fear God and walk in His ways, He will
enable you to recognise something good
He has done or given. But what is the
“good” we will see?
The Bible declares that the New Jerusalem, of which present-day Jerusalem is a symbol, is the capital city and
everlasting home of all believers. Both
Old Covenant Jews and New Covenant
Christians will inhabit the God-lit eternal city (see Revelation 21:1-22:5).
In biblical symbolism, therefore, the
meaning of the term “Jerusalem” is
not limited to the city’s ancient location, municipality, or Jewish residents.
Rather, it is synonymous with God’s
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redeemed people of all
ages. Consequently, the
phrase “the good of Jerusalem (Psalm 128:5)”
refers broadly to all the
good blessings God
confers upon all of His
people. (And to pray for
“the peace of Jerusalem”
is, in a larger sense, to
pray for the peace of all
of God’s people, Jewish and Christian; see
Psalm 122:6-9, especially verse 8.)
W hat are some of
these good things we will see?
We will discern the wonderful blessings revealed in Psalm 128 and referred
to above: provision, gladness, health,
spouse, children, home, furnishings,
longevity, and fulﬁlment. But the “good”
we see won’t stop there. We will also see
other good blessings, such as:
*God’s good answers. The Spirit
will prompt us to associate apparently
incidental or accidental happenings
with our secret petitions to God; and
suddenly we will realise, “God has done
this (see Genesis 24:14-15, 27)!”
*God’s good favour. We will discern
that God has caused people to accept,
trust, help, or cooperate with us as we
pursue our God-given work or ministry
(see Acts 16:14-15).
*God’s good peace. We will sense
that, not chance but God has softened
and turned hearts to forsake rancour
and seek reconciliation: “He maketh
peace in thy borders (Psalm 147:14, see
Genesis 26:26-31).”
*God’s good Word. The Lord will
open our minds to understand the full
meaning of His Word; not just the
literal but the ﬁgurative interpretations
and personal applications will come
through clearly to comfort us just when
we need them: “Then opened he their
understanding, that they might understand the scriptures (Luke 24:45, see
John 16:13-15).”
*God’s good plan. One day we will
clearly realise God’s plan for our life,
what He wants us to be and do for
Him: “I will make you ﬁshers of men
(Matthew 4:19).” Or we will detect
His plan in our present circumstances,
His way of escape from our pressing
dilemma: “Abraham lifted up his eyes…
and, behold, behind him a ram caught
Prepare the Way

in a thicket (Genesis 22:13).”
*God’s good hand. We will discern
God’s hand behind the decisions of
rulers, lawmakers, judges, and other authorities releasing us from opposition,
injustice, or oppression (see Proverbs
21:1; Ezra 1:1-4; 6:22). Or we will perceive His hand guiding us by opening or
closing opportunities in circumstances
we have no control over: “Behold, I have
set before thee an open door, and no
man can shut it (Revelation 3:8).”
*God’s good purpose. In the throes of
bitter adversity, we will suddenly turn a
corner and see the sweet end God has
been working toward all along. All our
pain will vanish as we consider God’s
good purpose – to make our character
like Christ’s (Romans 8:28-29) so He
can trust us with higher duties and
blessings: “To do thee good in thy latter
end (Deuteronomy 8:15-16).” And we
will say to our adversaries, “Ye thought
evil against me; but God meant it unto
good (Genesis 50:20),” and ﬁnd ample
strength to endure to the end of our
adversity.
And the list goes on. Truly, there is
no limit to the good things we may
see: “Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard,
neither have entered into the heart of
man, the (good) things which God hath
prepared (1 Corinthians 2:9-10).” And,
best of all, God will enable us to see at
least one of these evidences of His real
presence and power every day. Psalm
128 expressly guarantees this: “Thou
shalt see the good of Jerusalem all the
days of thy life (verse 5, emphasis mine).”
That is, every day we fear the Lord and
walk in His ways.
So choose to fear the Lord afresh
every morning. Remember His awesome power and shrink from displeasing Him. Remember His unchanging
Word and believe not just the promises
but also the warnings.
Whenever His Spirit convicts you,
confess, never deny, your sins. When
ungodly thoughts enter your mind,
quickly cast them down (2 Corinthians
10:5). When sinful emotions or attitudes grip you, quickly put them oﬀ.
When temptation comes, choose your
Saviour over your sin. Never succumb
to the fear of any man or woman. Fear
only that God should disapprove of you
and cast you away from His service.

Cultivate humility in your private
thoughts and do nothing for the sake of
pride. Let nothing in this world dazzle
you; reserve your sense of wonder for
God alone. Whenever He calls or commands, comply quickly. Never dread
the consequences of obeying Him, only
those of not obeying. Thus you will have
and show the fear of the Lord.
Then learn and practice God’s ways
of living. Practice devotion; rise early
every day to commune with God “ﬁrst
(Matthew 6:33),” giving Him due worship and feeding on His Word. Practice
prayer; have times of prayer and have
prayer at all times.
Practice patience; willingly wait for
God’s time to answer your requests.
Practice faith; believe God’s promises
before they materialise. Practice love;
mercifully intercede for sinners, don’t
haughtily condemn them. Practice
charity; as God enables, give to every
man who asks you.
Be biblical; in every setting simply do
what the written Word directs you to
do in that situation. Be dutiful; whatever your job, profession, or ministry,
do it heartily and steadily, as unto
Jesus, whether it seems important or
unimportant. Be teachable; when God
shows you how He wants you to pray,
work, or minister, do it thereafter His
way, not yours. Be a cross-bearer; Jesus
walked in His Via Dolorosa, so count
it a privilege to walk in yours.
Every day you refuse or fail to do these
things you will fail to see “the good.”
Either God’s hand will be restrained by
your refusal to fear Him or, if He does
move, your failure to walk in His ways
will render you carnally minded, that is,
blind and insensitive to His workings.
But every day you abide in God’s
fear and ways, you may expect to see
His good blessings – not just today or
tomorrow but for the rest of your life!
Energised by this hope, you need never
again “faint,” or fall into unbelief and
unrighteousness, no matter how long
and dark your trials.
“I would have despaired unless I had
believed that I would see the goodness
of the Lord in the land of the living
(Psalm 27:13, emphasis mine).”
Copyright: Greg Hinnant Ministries,
www.GregHinnantMinistries.org
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What
kind of
revival
do we
need?

by Andrew Murray (1828-1917)
HOW is the
church to be
lifted up to the
abundant life in
Christ, which
will make her
ﬁt for the work
that God is
putting before
Her? Nothing
will help but a revival, nothing less
than a tremendous spiritual revival.
Great tides of spiritual energy must be
put into motion if this work is to be
accomplished.
Now there may be great diﬀerences in
what we understand by revival. Many
will think of the work of evangelists
like Moody and Torrey. We need a different and mightier revival than those
were. In them the main object was the
conversion of sinners, and incidentally,
the renewing of believers.
But the revival we need calls for a deeper and more complete upheaval of the
Church. The great defect of those revivals was that the converts were received
into a Church that was not living on the
high level of consecration and holiness,
and so they quickly sank down to the
average standard of ordinary religious
life. Even the believers who had been
roused by it, also gradually returned to
their former life of clouded fellowship
and lack of power to testify for Christ.
The revival we need is a revival of holiness, in which the consecration of the
whole being is to the service of Christ.
And for this there will be needed a new
style of preaching in which the promises of God to dwell in His people, and
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to sanctify them for Himself, will take a
place which they do not now have.
When our Lord Jesus gave the promise of the Holy Spirit, He spoke of the
New Covenant blessing that would be
experienced – God dwelling in His
people. “If a man loves Me, he will keep
my words; and My Father will love
him.” So Paul also writes: “That Christ
may dwell in your hearts by faith... that
you might be ﬁlled with all the fullness
of God.”

A great truth
restored
With the Reformation, the great truth
of justiﬁcation by faith was restored to
its place. But the other great truth of
sanctiﬁcation has never yet taken its
place in the preaching and practice of
the Church which God’s Word claims
for it. It is for this that we need a revival,
that the Holy Spirit may so take possession of us that the Father and the Son
can live in us, and that the fellowship
with Them, and devotion to Their will
and service shall be our chief joy. This
will be in very deed a holiness revival.
The Moravian community (at Herrnhut) owed its birth to a holiness revival.
There were gathered together a number
of Bohemian refugees, and along with
them a number of Christian of diﬀerent
sects. It was not long before disputes

arose, and Herrnhut became a scene of
contention and divisions.
Count Zinzendorf felt this so deeply
that he went down to live among them.
In the power of God’s Spirit he succeeded in restoring order and in binding them together in the power and
devotion of Jesus Christ and of love to
each other. More than once they had
remarkable manifestations of the presence of the Spirit, and their whole life
became one of worship and praise.
After they had for a couple of years
been having their nightly fellowship
meetings, they were lead to the consecration of the whole body to the
service of Christ’s kingdom. It was in
this holiness revival that the Moravian
missionary idea was born.
When John Wesley visited them he
wrote: “God has given me the desire
of my heart. I am with a church whose
conversation is in heaven, in whom is
the mind that was in Christ, and who so
walk as He walked. Here I continually
met what I sought for – living proofs
of the power of faith, persons saved
from inward as well as outward sin, by
the love of God shed abroad in their
hearts. I was extremely comforted and
strengthened by the conversation of this
lovely people.”
A holiness revival! What was the great
evangelistic revival in England through
Whiteﬁeld and Wesley but this? They
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had together at Oxford, been members
of the “Holy Club.” With their whole
heart they had sought deliverance from
the guilt of sin, but also from the power
of sin.
When their eyes were opened to see
how faith can claim the whole Christ
in all fullness, they found the key to
the preaching which was so mightily eﬀectual for the salvation of men.
What John Wesley did for Methodism,
General Booth, and his disciples, did
for the Salvation Army. Looking at
the material on which he had to work,
it was amazing how, with his teaching
of the clean heart and full salvation, he
was able to inspire tens of thousands
with a true devotion to Christ and the
lost. There may be great diﬀerences of
doctrine, but no one can be blind to the
seal God has set upon the intense desire
to preach a full salvation and an entire
consecration.

Living entirely for
Him
A revival of holiness is what we need.
Such preaching of the claim that Christ
Has on us, will lead us to live entirely
for Him and His kingdom; such an attachment of love to Him will make His
fellowship our highest joy; such faith
in His freeing us from the dominion
of sin will enable us to obey His commandments; such yielding to the Holy
Spirit as to be led by Him in all our
daily walk – these will be some of the
elements of the revival of true holiness for which the Church must learn
to seek as for the pearl of great price.
And how is it to be found?
It will cost much prayer. It will cost
more than that – much sacriﬁce of self
and of the world. It will need a surrender to Christ Jesus to follow Him
as closely as God is able to lead us.
We must learn to look upon a life like
Christ’s, having the very same mind
that was in Him, as the supreme object
of daily life.
It is only when a prayer such as Robert
Murray McCheyne’s becomes ours,
“Lord make me as holy as a pardoned
sinner can be,” and begins to be oﬀered
by an increasing number of ministers
and believers, that the promise of the
New Covenant will become a matter of
experience.
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Mason’s sayings on prayer
by John Mason (1646-1694)

Pray not to be seen of men but to be heard of God.

Prayer does not consist in gifted expressions and a greatness of speech; but
in a brokenness of heart.
Imperfect, broken groans from a broken heart, God will accept.

Prayer does not consist in the elegance of the phrase, but in the strength
of the aﬀection.
A hard heart cannot pray; a broken heart is made up of prayer.

When God pours out His Spirit upon man, then will man pour out his
heart before God.
He that lives without prayer or prays without life, has not the Spirit of
God.

Where there is a willing heart there will be a continual crying to heaven
for help.
Prayer, if it be done as a task, is not prayer.
Sin quenches prayer, aﬄiction quickens it.

The same Spirit of faith which teaches a man to cry earnestly, teaches him
to wait patiently.
The breath of prayer comes from the life of faith.

A desire to be happy is natural, a desire to be holy is supernatural.
Love the men of the world, but not the things of the world.

To have a portion in the world is a mercy, to have the world for a portion
is a misery.

If heaven does not enter into us by way of holiness, we shall never enter
into heaven by way of happiness.

In heaven God will never hide His face any more, nor the devil show his
face any more.

Can we expect to live with God in heaven if we do not love to live with
Him on earth?
If you love to worship God here below, God will take you up to worship
Him above. You shall change your place but not your employment.

If there be any grief in heaven, surely it will be that we have done no more
for God on earth.
Do the Lord’s work in the Lord’s time; pray while God hears, hear while
God speaks, believe while God promises and obey while God commands.
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is this truth? Paul has summed it up
clearly: “Let us also walk in the Spirit
(Galatians 5:25).”

Flesh vs Spirit
There are only two ways for a Christian
to walk: in the ﬂesh, or in the Spirit.
The ﬂesh has its own stubborn will,
and it acts as it pleases. It does whatever
it chooses, then asks God to bless those
choices. It rises up and declares, “The
Lord gave me a sound mind, and I can
make choices intelligently. I don’t have
to wait on Him for direction. God helps
those who help themselves.”
But walking in the Spirit is just the
opposite. We surrender our will to the
Holy Spirit, and trust His still, small
voice to direct us in all things. Indeed,
the Holy Spirit was sent to set up the
complete government of Christ in our
lives. The Bible tells us, “The steps of
a good man are ordered by the Lord
(Psalm 37:23),” and the Spirit does this
ordering. He desires to lead and direct
our every move.

Submission to the Holy
Spirit

by David Wilkerson
“If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk
in the Spirit (Galatians 5:25).”
HERE is very simple instruction from
the apostle Paul. He’s telling us in plain
terms, “If the Holy Spirit is living in
you, let Him have full control of your
life. We are all to be led by the Spirit.”
The Holy Spirit was sent to be our
constant, infallible guide, and He abides
in all who confess Christ as Lord and
Saviour. The Spirit claims our bodies
as His dwelling place, reigning in residence in our hearts.
Most Christians have no trouble accepting that the Holy Spirit leads us to
Jesus. And we don’t have any problem
believing that the Spirit is continually at
work in us, at every moment. Most of us
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have called on Him countless times for
comfort in our times of crisis. We give
honour to the Spirit, we preach about
Him, we teach on His gifts and fruit.
We pray to Him, seek Him, beseech
Him to rend the heavens and revive
his church. And many Christians have
experienced genuine manifestations of
the Spirit. But it seems to me we know
very little about what it means to walk
in the Spirit.
If I were to ask you what it means to
walk in the Spirit, could you describe
what it is? Could you explain it clearly
to anyone who asked you?
Understanding the truth about walking in the Spirit could deliver many
from confusion, strife, distress, indecision, even the lusts of the ﬂesh. So, what

Simply put, we are to walk in total
submission to the Holy Spirit, just as
Christ walked in constant, absolute
submission to the Father.
Jesus testiﬁed, “The Son can do nothing of Himself but what He sees the
Father do. For whatever things He
does, these also the Son does likewise
( John 5:19).” “I can do nothing of My
own self. As I hear, I judge, and My
judgment is just, because I do not seek
My own will, but the will of the Father
who has sent Me (5:30).” “I came down
from heaven, not to do mine own will,
but the will of him that sent me... I live
by the Father (6:38, 57).”
How can we possibly think we don’t
have to depend on the Father for all
things, when Christ himself said He
did? As lovers and followers of Jesus,
do we dare think we can do what our
Saviour and Lord couldn’t do? Jesus
waited on the Father, always seeking
to have the mind of God.
If we’re honest, we’ll admit that
heaven is often the last place we turn
when we need direction. Most often, we
run to counsellors, or spend hours on
the phone with friends, seeking advice:
“What do you think? Is it a good idea
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for me to go in this direction? Do you
think I should do it?”
Sadly, we go to the Holy Spirit as our
last option, if we go to Him at all.

A Sign of God’s Presence
In Numbers 9, we read of a cloud that
came down and covered the tabernacle
in the wilderness. This cloud represented God’s constant presence with
his people. And for us today, the cloud
serves as a type of the Holy Spirit’s
work in our lives.
At night, the cloud over the tabernacle
in the wilderness became a pillar of
ﬁre, a warm glow in a dark place: “So
it was always. The cloud covered it, and
it looked like ﬁre by night (Numbers
9:16).”
The children of Israel always followed
this supernatural cloud, however it
directed them. When it rose above the
tabernacle, the people pulled up stakes
and followed it. And wherever the
cloud stopped, the people also stopped
and pitched their tents. They moved or
stayed according to its clear direction.
“At the commandment of the Lord
the children of Israel journeyed, and
at the commandment of the Lord they
pitched: as long as the cloud abode
upon the tabernacle they rested in their
tents. And when the cloud tarried long
upon the tabernacle many days, then
the children of Israel kept the charge
of the Lord, and journeyed not (9:1819).”
The Israelites were careful to move
only as the cloud moved, because they
knew it was God’s provision of guidance. It might move every day, or every
week, and then not again for months
at a time. Yet, day or night, the people
always moved as it directed them.
“Whether it were two days, or a
month, or a year, that the cloud tarried
upon the tabernacle, remaining thereon,
the children of Israel abode in their
tents, and journeyed not: but when it
was taken up, they journeyed. At the
commandment of the Lord, they rested
in the tents, and at the commandment
of the Lord they journeyed: they kept
the charge of the Lord (9:22-23).”

The New Testament Sign
That cloud in Old Testament times
was eventually lifted up to heaven. But
another cloud descended from heaven
centuries later, at the Upper Room in
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Jerusalem. The Holy Spirit – the same
Spirit who had hovered over the wilderness tabernacle – came down and
hovered over some 120 worshippers
who had gathered in the Upper Room
after Jesus’ death. This cloud came farther down, into the very room where
the people sat, and it dwelled upon
the people’s heads as cloven tongues
of ﬁre.
The Greek word for “cloven” means
“thoroughly distributed.” In short, this
cloud of ﬁre had split up and sat on each
person in the Upper Room. Then the
ﬂames possessed the people’s bodies.
At that point, Jesus’ followers were “in
the Spirit,” with the Holy Spirit living
in them. Yet it’s one thing to have the
Spirit abiding in you, and something
else entirely to live in total submission
to the Spirit. You can be ﬁlled with
the Holy Spirit, but that doesn’t mean
you’re walking in obedience to His
leading and allowing yourself to be
governed by Him.

Practical Application for
Today
We who love Jesus today also have a
cloud to follow. We may be ﬁlled with
the Holy Spirit – praying and singing
in the Spirit, or experiencing manifestations of the Spirit – but we still
have to commit to taking orders from
Him. If we don’t wait for his direction
in all things, we simply aren’t walking
in the Spirit. Paul’s instruction makes
this distinction clear: “If we live in the
Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit
(Galatians 5:25).”
What does it mean to “also walk in
the Spirit?”
I have asked the Lord to open up to
me the meaning of Paul’s phrase, “Let
us also walk in the Spirit.” As I approached this subject, I prayed, “Lord,
make it all clear and understandable
to me.”
Here is how I believe the Spirit answered me: the golden key to understanding our walk in the Spirit is not
complicated. It requires no theological
training. In fact, it’s so simple that most
of us can’t see it. Yet, if we’re able to
grasp this one truth, we can enter into a
life that’s free of distress, full of assured
direction, and marked by perfect rest.
The Spirit impressed on me these three
simple words: “Just say yes!”

Just Say Yes!
As soon as this phrase ﬂashed into
my consciousness, I replied, “Lord,
that truly is simple. But what does it
mean?”
It all goes back to a verse that Paul
wrote to the Galatians. The apostle
boldly stated, “All the promises of God
in him are yes, and in him Amen, unto
the glory of God by us (2 Corinthians
1:20).” According to Paul, walking in
the Spirit begins when we give a conﬁdent, intractable “divine yes” to all of
God’s promises. It means having the
unwavering conﬁdence that the Lord
will keep every promise in his book to
us. It’s saying, “Father, I have read your
promises, and I say yes to all of them. I
believe your word to me.”
Consider James’ admonition: “But
let him ask in faith, doubting nothing.
For he who doubts is like a wave of the
sea, driven by the wind and tossed. For
do not let that man think that he shall
receive anything from the Lord ( James
1:6-7).”
Now we know what a “divine yes”
is. So, what does Paul mean by the
“Amen” in the same verse? The word
itself means, literally, “So be it. You can
trust it.” In the context of the passage,
“Amen” means saying, “I believe your
word to me, Lord. So be it in my life.”

God’s Promises
Consider these promises God has
made to us and see if your response to
them is “Yes and Amen”:
1. The Lord has established you, sealed
you, ﬁlled you and anointed you with his
Holy Spirit. “He which stablisheth us
with you in Christ, and hath anointed
us, is God; who hath also sealed us, and
given the earnest of the Spirit in our
hearts (2 Corinthians 1:21-22).”
You can’t walk in the Spirit until you
believe you’re ﬁlled with the Spirit. And
the truth is, the Holy Spirit is with us
at all times, even when we’ve fallen
into sin. In fact, we need Him as much
when we’ve done wrong as when we’re
doing right.
I ask you: are the promises in this passage a settled “yes and amen” for you? Is
there no possibility of a “maybe” in your
mind? If all the promises of the Lord
are yes and amen, then they must be so
in our lives. We have to determine, “Yes,
the Holy Spirit lives in me. I am His
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holy temple.
Therefore,
i t d o e s n’ t
matter how
I may f eel
from day to
day. The Holy
Spirit has
come upon
me, ﬁlled me
and anointed
me.”
2.Jesus
promised that the Holy Spirit would
“abide with you for ever; even the
Spirit of truth... He shall teach you
all things, and bring all things to your
remembrance, whatsoever I have said
unto you ( John 14:16-17, 26).” In short,
the Spirit ﬁlls our minds with truth
and guides us by that truth. So, have
you committed a divine “yes” to this
promise? Are you able to say, “Amen,
Lord, let it be so in my life”?
3. Jesus promised that the Spirit would
be the inner voice to guide us, to glorify
Christ in us, and to show us things to
come. “When he, the Spirit of truth, is
come, he will guide you into all truth...
and he will show you things to come
(16:13).” Are you still wavering as to
whether such a great promise could be
true? Does it seem just too good that
the Spirit wants to direct you in every
step of your life? Or can you say, “Yes,
Lord, let it be so?”
4. God has promised to provide you
with direction for all your ways. “In
all thy ways acknowledge him, and he
shall direct thy paths (Proverbs 3:6).”
Have you accepted his direction for
your comings and goings – literally,
every step of your week, your day, this
moment? Have you fully committed
to this kind of walk? Is it yes and amen
to you?

Safeguarded by the Spirit
You may wonder as I have, “What
about safeguards in my walk? How can
I be certain that I’m hearing the Spirit’s
voice, and not another?”
First of all, the Holy Spirit cannot,
and will not, govern any believer who
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isn’t wholly surrendered to His will. The
Spirit speaks to those who are prepared
to obey His voice.
And something else concerned me as I
thought about tackling this vast subject
of walking in the Spirit. If this walk
involves total conﬁdence in hearing
His voice and being led by it, how can
we be safeguarded against deception?
How can we know we’re hearing the
voice of the Spirit, and not our own, or
the devil’s?
I’m convinced that multitudes of
Christians have developed doubts about
listening to the Spirit because of bad
experiences in the past. They wonder,
“How can I know if it’s the Spirit
speaking this time? I thought I heard
clearly the last time, but it turned out
not to be Him at all. I felt deceived.”
Others have been turned oﬀ by the
bizarre antics of those who go about
saying, “God told me.”
This important matter requires of us
another emphatic “Amen” to trusting
God’s promise of protection.

God’s Promise to Protect Us
Paul points out that such trust demands an act of faith: “Taking the
shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be
able to quench all the ﬁery darts of the
wicked (Ephesians 6:16).”
This is a promise from the Lord that
he will shield us from delusion and
error.
The voice of satan constantly shouts
all kinds of accusations at us. And the
only way to shut out these ﬁery darts is
to turn to the promise God has given
us: that no weapon formed against us
can prosper. Satan’s weapons include
condemnations and lies, and the Holy
Spirit is faithful to expose them all to
us. The voice of the enemy would urge
you to act impulsively, without checking
with God’s Word. But every word of the
Spirit will be conﬁrmed by the Bible.
That brings us to the voice of our ﬂesh.
Like the enemy of our souls, the ﬂesh
clamours to be heard. It’s always urging
us that it’s okay to appease its desires
from time to time, that all we need is
a friend to agree with us, and God will
bless our decisions.
Yet the Lord provides us with another great and precious promise here.
Scripture says the Spirit ﬁghts within
us against everything that’s of ﬂesh:
“For the ﬂesh lusts against the Spirit,

and the Spirit against the ﬂesh: and
these are contrary the one to the other
(Galatians 5:17).”
Paul is saying that the battle against
the ﬂesh is not ours to wage. Only the
Holy Spirit can mortify our ﬂesh.
The voice of the Holy Spirit will urge
you to take His word to prayer and
to conﬁrm it also in God’s Word. We
have been given all of these promises of
protection, for any and every situation.
And they’re available to us in every
conﬂict that arises, no matter how small
or large.
Whenever the ﬂesh or the devil comes
in like a ﬂood, the Holy Spirit is always
faithful to rise up and crush the attack,
if we will trust Him.

An Untrusting Generation
Today, an entire generation of Christians is making decisions without consulting the Holy Spirit. Many believers
are acting out of fear or despair, with no
faith in God’s promises. They simply
decide what to do on their own, based
on what they think is best.
What is the outcome for such believers? What happens when God’s
servants operate outside the complete
government of the Holy Spirit – when
they devise their own plans, refusing to
yield to the leading and direction of the
Holy Spirit?
They stir up a spiritual bees’ nest,
bringing not rest but distress, pain and
confusion.

The Still, Small Voice
There have been many times when I
didn’t listen to the Spirit’s voice. In fact,
I could write a book about all the times
I ran oﬀ to do my own thing, following my own direction, and things went
terribly wrong.
Yet, I have learned over the years to
listen to the still, small voice of the
Holy Spirit. And I have determined
to say “yes and amen” to His absolute
government in my life. I know He will
lead me into all truth, that He will guide
me where He wants me to go, and that
He’ll show me things to come which
He wants me to know. Yes, I can testify
that such a life is possible. And, as He
has taught me, I just say yes.
Will you?
Permission granted by: World Challenge, Inc. Box 260 Lindale, TX 75771
USA
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David Brainerd, a life poured out
in holy passion

by David Smithers
“YOU shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with
all your soul, and with all your strength (Deuteronomy 6:5).”
By the grace of God, David Brainerd obeyed this ﬁrst and great
commandment. He prayed with sacriﬁcial passion, pursued
perfect holiness and called sinners to repentance; all because
he fervently loved the Lord Jesus Christ.
Sad to say, some Christians may have a diﬃcult time understanding David Brainerd’s zeal and love for Jesus. “To him the
material and physical world had little value. He was of the
race of the early martyrs. To him all things were naught that
he might attain a deeper spiritual fellowship with God.”
Brainerd’s diary states, “Thirsting desires and longings possessed my soul after perfect holiness. God was so precious to
my soul that the world with all its enjoyments appeared vile.
I had no more value for the favour of men than for pebbles.”
He spent a great deal of time in prayer and frequently set
aside days for prayer and fasting. He loved to retire into the
woods to be alone with God. “Prayer became Brainerd’s priority and it was his joy to spend two hours at a time in secret
communion with Christ. He would rise early in the morning
and get alone with God to enjoy His presence. He thirsted for
God, the living God and he was not disappointed!”
Determined to share Christ, Brainerd embraced a life of selfdenial and sacriﬁce. He spent as much as 20 hours a week on
horseback. His diet consisted of boiled corn, bread baked in
the ashes, and sometimes a little meat and butter. His home
was a small log room complete with a heap of straw laid upon
boards for a bed.
David Brainerd consistently and fervently interceded for the
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lost souls of the American Indians. Often he would travail
with such earnestness that when he rose from his knees he
was covered in sweat and could hardly walk straight.
He used to kneel in the snow when it was up to his chin.
He said, “I’d pray from sunrise to sunset. I couldn’t touch
the snow with the tips of my ﬁngers. The heat of my body
melted the snow.” He had tuberculosis and when he sneezed
he sprayed the snow with his blood.
Like the persistent
widow in Luke 18,
David Brainerd’s
prayers were ﬁnally
answered. Entire
camps of Indians
were converted by
the power of God
as he proclaimed a
message of repentance and grace.
“Old men and
women who had
been drunken
wretches for years,
and little children
not more than six
or seven years of age
appeared in distress
for their souls. There was almost universal praying and crying
for mercy. Many could neither go nor stand.”
The countless hours spent in prayer and fasting, his faithfulness in spite of physical weakness and having to endure
the most terrible hardships, were now rewarded openly. The
ﬁre of the Lord fell. The remarkable thing was that all this
happened at a time when he confessed that his hopes were
at their very lowest. He had seriously entertained thoughts
of giving up while on the very brink of glory and blessing.
Brainerd now saw a remarkable change in the lives of the
Indians. He recorded in his diary, “I know of no assembly of
Christians where there seems to be so much of the presence
of God, where brotherly love so much prevails...”
David Brainerd poured a lifetime of holy passion, prayer
and preaching into four short years. He ministered from
1743-1747, dying of tuberculosis at the age of 29. Brainerd
once wrote in his diary, “I longed to be a ﬂame of ﬁre continually glowing in the divine service and building up of
Christ’s kingdom to my last and dying breath.” That prayer
was abundantly answered.

The Kingdom of Heaven is not for the
well-meaning: it is for the desperate
James Denney
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by Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892)
AN EVIL is in the “professed” camp of
the Lord, so gross in its impudence, that
the most short-sighted Christian can
hardly fail to notice it. During the past
few years this evil has developed at an
alarming rate. It has worked like leaven
until the whole lump ferments!
The devil has seldom done a more
clever thing, than hinting to the Church
that part of their mission is to provide
entertainment for the people, with a
view to winning them. From speaking
out the gospel, the Church has gradually toned down her testimony, then
winked at and excused the frivolities
of the day. Then she tolerated them in
her borders. Now she has adopted them
under the plea of reaching the masses!
My ﬁrst contention is that providing
amusement for the people is nowhere
spoken of in the Scriptures as a function of the Church. If it is a Christian
work why did not Christ speak of it?
“Go into all the world and preach the
gospel to every creature, and provide
amusement for those who do not relish
the gospel.”
No such words, however, are to be
found. It did not seem to occur to Him.
Where do entertainers come in? The
Holy Spirit is silent concerning them.
Were the prophets persecuted because
they amused the people, or because they
confronted them? The “concert” has no
martyr roll.
Again, providing amusement is in
direct antagonism to the teaching
and life of Christ and all His apostles.
What was the attitude of the apostolic
Church to the world? “You are the salt
of the world,” not the sugar candy
– something the world will spit out,
not swallow.
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Had Jesus introduced more of the
bright and pleasant elements into His
teaching, He would have been more
popular. When “many of His disciples
turned back and no longer followed
Him,” I do not hear Him say, “Run
after these people, Peter, and tell them
we will have a diﬀerent style of service
tomorrow; something short and attractive with little preaching. We will have
a pleasant evening for the people. Tell
them they will be sure to enjoy it! Be
quick, Peter, we must get the people
somehow!”
No! Jesus pitied sinners, sighed and
wept over them, but never sought to
amuse them!
In vain will the epistles be searched to
ﬁnd any trace of the “gospel of amusement.” Their message is, “Therefore,
come out from them and separate
yourselves from them... Don’t touch
their ﬁlthy things...”
Anything approaching amusement is
conspicuous by its absence. They had
boundless conﬁdence in the gospel and
employed no other weapon.
After Peter and John were locked up
for preaching, the Church had a prayer

meeting, but they did not pray, “Lord,
grant unto your servants that by a wise
and discriminating use of innocent
recreation we may show these people
how happy we are.”
No! They did not cease from preaching
Christ. They had no time for arranging
entertainments. Scattered by persecution they went everywhere preaching
the gospel. They turned the world upside down; that is the only diﬀerence
from today’s church.
Lastly, amusement fails to produce
the desired results. Let the heavy-laden
who found peace through the concert
not keep silent! Let the drunkard to
whom the dramatic entertainment had
been God’s link in the chain of their
conversion, stand up! There are none
to answer! The mission of amusement
produces no converts!
The need of the hour for today’s ministry is earnest spirituality joined with
Biblical doctrine, so understood and
felt, that it sets men on ﬁre.
Lord, clear the Church of all the rot
and rubbish the devil has imposed on
her, and bring us back to apostolic
methods!
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Thailand

Churches start
after the tsunami

The 50-kilometre coast
between Thaimuang and
Takuapa was devastated by
the tsunami at the end of
December, 2004. Khao Lak,
which everyone heard of
in the weeks following the
catastrophe, is in this region.
Hundreds of volunteers assisted the locals and the Thai
army with reconstruction.
Many of these volunteers
who invested their time and
money were Christians, and
their living witness caused
many to think about Jesus;
over 20 new churches have
started in this area since the
flood, mostly small house
churches led by nationals
who take good care of the
people’s needs.
“Christians have never been

so involved in any region in
Thailand,” commented one
pastor. Of course, many people come to the churches because of their physical needs,
but they are also brooding
about the basic questions
of life. There is hardly anyone who did not lose family, friends and neighbours
to the tsunami. In one of
the churches, a 27-year-old
woman who lost her husband
and both children told how
the book of Romans comforted her, enabling her to
sleep again. In that church,
19 people have been baptised
in the past month.
Source: DMG, Germany

India

Thousands of new
churches in the
Himalayas

In the space of only a few
years, thousands of house
churches have been planted
in seven districts of the Indian State Himachal Pradesh, a
core Hindu area in northern
India on the slopes of the
Himalayas. Hundreds of
Christians work as full-time

missionaries in
Randeep
Mathews’
church
planting
movem e n t .
Only a
few years ago, news like this
would have been unthinkable.
Saritha was the only one
who followed Jesus in one
remote village in Himachal
Pradesh. She had to fight
a lot of resistance and had
many opponents, but remained true to her faith,
believing and regularly praying that other villagers would
ﬁnd Jesus. She suddenly fell
ill and was taken to hospital,
but none of the drugs had
any eﬀect. Discharged from
hospital, she returned home
and testified with her last
breath that she would go to
heaven. Moved, her parents
became Christians. Over the
following weeks, many others
in the village also decided
to follow Jesus; the village
is now home to around 80
believers.

One disciple’s death led
many to life, and God answered Saritha’s prayer, even
in her death.

Romania

First evangelistic
outreach on TV
Despite strict religious laws
in Romania, a July, 2005 outreach with David Hathaway
was broadcast on national
television. “That was the ﬁrst
time in Romanian history,”
says Hathaway, founder of the
EuroVision movement. For
the outreach in Bucharest’s
National Palace, Hathaway
worked with pastor Daniel
Matei and others. Matei
used to be an evangelist,
and is now pastor of a fastgrowing church in Romania.
Hundreds of people were
saved, and many people were
miraculously healed – all on
national television. “That’s a
ﬁrst!” says Hathaway.
Source: EuroVision

Album of the month
Jars of Clay: Redemption songs
I have always enjoyed the music of Jars of Clay but have found an
interesting trend with them. While most Christian artists start with
a bang and are all for Jesus and ﬁred up, they often get wrapped up
in themselves and lose focus on the alleged reason for doing what
they do. Jars of Clay, on the other hand, started with one of the biggest bangs in CCM history when their debut album went double
platinum – but they just seem to bring more and more Jesus into each
successive album. They’ve stopped singing so much about their own
trials in following the Lord and are focusing more and more on the ultimate prize… Jesus.
On Redemption Songs, they have kept much of the same style of their previous album, Who
Were Are Instead, which means plenty of slide guitars and bluesy vocals. All the tracks are
old hymns, redone with their own twists and a little help from friends like Martin Smith
and the Blind Boys of Alabama. Personal favourites would have to be Nothing But The Blood
(with the Blind Boys really ﬁring on all cylinders), Let Us Sing And Love And Wonder and I
Need Thee Every Hour – but all the songs are perfectly crafted musically and, true to the title,
all the words sing of Christ’s redemption. This has to be the most Jesus-orientated modernsounding album by any band in many years – D.G.
Prepare the Way
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Formula for a burning heart

By A.W. Tozer
ANY Christian who desires to, may
experience a radical spiritual renewal.
The important question now is: How?
Well, here are some suggestions which
anyone can follow and which, I am
convinced, will result in a wonderfully
improved Christian life.
1. Get thoroughly dissatisﬁed with
yourself.
Complacency is the deadly enemy of
spiritual progress. The contented soul
is the stagnant soul. When speaking of
earthly goods, Paul could say, “I have
learned… to be content;” but when referring to his spiritual life, he testiﬁed,
“I press toward the mark.” Stir up the
gift of God that is in you.
2. Set your face like a ﬂint toward
a sweeping transformation of your
life.
Timid experimenters are doomed to
failure before they start. We must throw
our whole soul into our desire for God.
“The Kingdom of God suﬀers violence,
and the violent take it by force.”
3. Put yourself in the way of the
blessing.
It is a mistake to look for grace to
visit us as a kind of benign magic, or to
expect God’s help to come as a windfall
apart from conditions known and met.
There are plainly marked paths which
lead straight to the green pastures; let us
walk in them. To desire revival, for instance, and at the same time to neglect
prayer and devotion is to wish one way
and walk another.
4. Do a thorough job of repenting.
Do not hurry to get it over with.
Hasty repentance means shallow spiritual experience and lack of certainty
in the whole life. Let godly sorrow do
her healing work. Until we allow the
consciousness of sin to wound us, we
will never develop a fear of evil. It is
our wretched habit of tolerating sin that
keeps us in our half-dead condition.
5. Make restitution wherever possible.
If you owe a debt, pay it, or at least
have a frank understanding with your
creditor about your intentions to pay,
so that your honesty will be above
question. If you have quarrelled with
anyone, go as far as you can in an eﬀort
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to achieve reconciliation.
As fully as possible
make the crooked
things straight.
6. Bring your
life into accord with the
Sermon on
the Mount
and such other
New Testament
Scriptures as are
designed to instruct us in the way
of righteousness.
An honest man with
an open Bible and a pad
and pencil is sure to ﬁnd
out what is wrong with him
very quickly. I recommend
that the self-examination be
made on our knees, rising to
obey God’s commandments as
they are revealed to us from the
Word. There is nothing romantic or
colourful about this plain downright
way of dealing with ourselves, but it
gets the work done. Isaac’s workmen
did not look like heroic ﬁgures as they
dug in the valley, but they got the wells
open, and that was what they had set
out to do.
7. Be serious-minded.
You can well afford to see fewer
comedy shows on TV. Unless you
break away from the funny boys, every
spiritual impression will continue to be
lost to your heart, and that right in your
own living room.
The devil’s ideals, moral standards,
and mental attitudes are being accepted
by you without you knowing it. You
wonder why you can make no progress
in your Christian life. Your interior climate is not favourable to the growth of
spiritual graces. There must be a radical
change in your habits or there will not
be any permanent improvement in your
interior life.
8. Deliberately narrow your interests.
The Jack-of-all-trades is the master of
none. The Christian life requires that
we be specialists. Too many projects
use up time and energy without bring-

ing us nearer to
God. If you
will narrow your
interests,
God will
enlarge
y o u r
heart.
“ J e sus only”
seems to
the unconverted man to
be the motto of
death. But a great
company of happy
men and women can
testify that it became to
them a way into a world inﬁnitely wider and richer than
anything they had ever known
before.
Christ is the essence of all wisdom,
beauty and virtue. To know Him in
growing intimacy is to increase in
appreciation of all things good and
beautiful. The mansions of the heart
will become larger when their doors
are thrown open to Christ and closed
against the world and sin. Try it.
9. Begin to witness.
Find something to do for God and
your fellow men. Refuse to rust out.
Make yourself available to your pastor
and do anything you are asked to do.
Do not insist upon a place of leadership.
Learn to obey. Take the low place until
such time as God sees ﬁt to set you in
a higher one. Back your new intentions
with your money and your gifts, such
as they are.
10. Have faith in God.
Begin to expect. Look up toward the
throne where your Advocate sits at
the right hand of God. All heaven is
on your side. God will not disappoint
you.
If you will follow these suggestions,
you will most surely experience revival
in your own heart. And who can tell
how far it may spread? God knows how
desperately the church needs a spiritual resurrection. And it can only come
through the revived individual .
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