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Deception and
counterfeit revival
by Zac Poonen

J

ESUS and the apostles repeatedly
warned that the last days would be
characterised by widespread deception
and a multitude of false prophets (Matthew 24:3-5,11,24; 1 Timothy 4:1) – and
we have seen plenty of them in the last
few decades.
Why are millions of Christians deceived
by these false prophets and these counterfeit “revivals?” And why are so many
preachers falling prey to immorality and
greed?
Here are what I see to be some of the
main causes:
1. Most Christians today are not aware
of what the New Testament teaches, because they have not studied it carefully;
and so they follow the teachings of their
leaders and not the teachings of the New
Testament.
2. Miracles (supernatural gifts) have become more important to them than their
character (a supernatural life).
3. Material wealth has become more important to them than spiritual wealth.
4. They are unable to distinguish between
soulish frenzy or psychological manipulation, and the genuine moving of the
Holy Spirit; the cause again is ignorance
of the New Testament.
5. They are unable to distinguish between
psychosomatic healing (healing that
comes by right attitudes of the mind), and
supernatural healing in Jesus’ Name.
6. Emotional excitement and strange
physical manifestations have become more
important to them than the inward joy of
the Lord.
7. For the leaders, their ministry to people
has become more important than their
inner walk with God.
8. The approval of men has become more
important to these leaders than the approval of God.
9. The number of people attending the
meetings has become more important to
these leaders than whether those people
are totally committed to Christ.
10. Building their personal kingdoms and
their financial empires has become more
important to these leaders than building a
local church and making themselves servants in that local church (Jeremiah 6:13).
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All this is the VERY OPPOSITE of
what Jesus taught. The opposite of Christ
is called the “anti-Christ” in the New
Testament. If Christians do not see this
clearly, then when the Antichrist turns up
on the world’s stage, with his false signs
and wonders (2 Thessalonians 2:3-10),
they too will blindly accept him. To be
led by the Spirit of Christ is to have the
very opposite spirit to that mentioned in
the points above.
Here is a paraphrase of Jesus’ words in
Matthew 7:13-27 (read in the context of
Matthew Chapters 5 to 7):
“Both the gate and the way to ETERNAL
LIFE are very narrow – as I have just described (Matthew 5 to 7). But false prophets
will come along and tell you that the gate
and way are not narrow but easy and broad.
Beware of them. You will be able to identify
them easily by observing the fruit of their
character: Do they live a life free from anger,
free from lusting after women, free from the
love of money and free from anxiously seeking after material wealth (as worldly people
seek)? Do they preach against these things
as I have done here (Matthew 5:21-32 and
:24-34)? These false prophets may exercise
many supernatural gifts and do miracles
and actually heal people in My Name, but
I will still send them all to hell in the final
day, because they did not know Me (as THE
HOLY ONE) and they did not give up sin
in their private lives (Matthew 7:21-23). So
if you want to build a church on a rock that
will never shake or fall in time or eternity,
be careful to do all that I have just spoken to
you (Mathew 5 to 7) and teach your people
to do all that I have commanded you too.
Then I will be with you always and My
authority will always back you (Matthew
28:20,18). But if you only hear what I say
and don’t do it, then what you build may
look like a large and impressive church to
men, but it will surely crumble and fall one
day (Matthew 7:25).”
How then shall we build an unshakeable
church in these last days?
1. We must live the sermon on the mount
(Matthew 5 to 7) and preach it constantly.
2. We must live in the new-covenant and
not in the old-covenant. For this, we must
know the difference between the two

covenants clearly (2 Corinthians 3:6). We
must also preach the new covenant.
When preachers fall into serious sin
today, they justify themselves by (and find
their comfort in) the examples of Old
Testament saints who also fell into sin.
And then they re-commence their ministry after a period of silence. They quote
the examples of David who committed
adultery, and Elijah who got depressed,
and they say “But God still used them!”
But they won’t quote the example of Paul
who lived in victory and purity until the
end of his life.
What these preachers (and most Christians) have not seen is that the Old Testament saints are NOT our examples today.
We have been given much more in this age
of grace – and “to whom more is given,
more is required (Luke 12:48).” Jesus is the
Mediator of a NEW covenant and HE is
our Example and the Author of our faith
today – not David or Elijah.
The distinction between the Old Testament saints (listed in Hebrews 11) and
Jesus, is made very clear in Hebrews 12:14. But very few live in the reality of this.
Very few have seen that “God has provided
something BETTER for us” in the new
covenant (Hebrews 11:40).
Any of us can fall in the way that many
preachers have fallen, if we are not watchful and alert – for satan is a cunning
enemy. Our safety lies in obeying New
Testament teaching exactly and in submitting to godly leadership. (And by “godly”
leadership, I mean those who do not have
even one of the wrong values listed in the
10 points I mentioned earlier). If we learn
from the mistakes of others, we can avoid
making the same mistakes ourselves.
So let us keep our faces in the dust before the Lord at all times – for it is there
that we will receive Divine revelation, as
John did (Revelation 1:17). If we humble
ourselves, we will receive grace to be overcomers (1 Peter 5:5). And when the Holy
Spirit shows us the truth in God’s Word
and the truth about ourselves, let us be
totally honest and “love the truth, so as to
be saved” from all sin. That way we will be
protected by God Himself from all deception (2 Thessalonians 2:10&11).
Amen.
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What kind of fool
are you?
by Peter Pollock

T

HE Bible talks much about fools.
In fact, we are all fools of one sort
or another according to God’s Word.
And life really is all a matter of establishing just what kind of fool I am or
you are!
Perhaps the most profound and challenging thought is verse 22 of the first
chapter of Paul’s letter to the Romans. It
reads: “Thinking themselves so wise, they
became fools.”
Here Paul highlights the great deception
that has accompanied man’s ever-increasing scientific and intellectual knowledge,
pointing out that while we are very proud
of our achievements and advancements
in terms of our own understanding and
definition of “knowledge,” we have in real
terms become fools when it comes to the
true knowledge of God! Of course, it all
finally settles on the issue of spirituality,
and that makes it so frustrating for the
scientifically orientated mind process!
“Folly,” “fools” and “foolishness” are
words that crop up all too often in the
Bible. And, believe it or not, very often
spoken by Jesus! In the Greek language, I
am reliably informed, there are three types
of fools! “Anoetos” suggests lacking normal intelligence, mindless, dense, exhibiting a “lack of brains!” “Aphron” indicates
showing poor judgement, irresponsibly
stupid, failing to use one’s thinking abilities. “Moros” is lacking maturity to be
discriminating, infantile, mentally or
physically immature, easily deceived. In a
nutshell, intellectually speaking, fools are
recognised by a lack of reasoning; deficient
use of reasoning powers or low development of reasoning abilities!
But let’s examine the different types of
biblical fools! The greatest fool of all must
be the one described in Psalm 14: “A fool
says there is no God.” If the Bible is true,
the atheist, agnostic or whatever other
“category” of unbeliever you might be,
has to be an idiot of the highest order! To
refuse to accept the awesome power and
status of God as illumined and portrayed
in the Bible is sheer stupidity.
After all, what gives the atheist any status? It is the fact that God exists! If He


did not exist, like Father Christmas, it
would be no big deal not to believe. The
fact that someone does not believe there
is a God does attract attention because
it is so outrageously otherwise and out
of vogue. There are so few who don’t
believe in some sort of deity or higher
power. In fact, it would be fair to say that
it takes more conviction, dogmatism and
misguided courage, to believe God does
not exist because evidence is so utterly
overwhelming to the contrary!
For the record, atheism is the denial of
the existence of God while being an agnostic denies ability to know God or that
God can be known. Then there are all the
other groups! Polytheism is belief in many
gods; pantheism, that all is god and god is
in all things, like mother nature; dualism
believes that there are two eternal and
opposing principles – good and evil – in
constant combat; deism says that God
created the world, and like a watchman,
God set everything in motion to run by
itself with natural reasoning and no divine
intervention or expectation. Monism
says everything is a manifestation of God
while materialism gives priority to matter
rather than mind, soul and spirit. Metaphysics is the theory of mind over matter
and unitarianism denies the trinity.

The temptation of
intelledtualism
But all of this is highly intellectual,
philosophical and scientific foolishness,
says God. It is all deception and delusion!
If we are wise in our own eyes we are
fools in God’s eyes, suggests God’s Word.
It all gets back to the Garden of Eden,
where Satan tempted Eve with the tree of
knowledge. Satan promised that Adam
and Eve would be like God, knowing the
difference between good and evil. The
temptation of intellectualism!
Yes, it does all revolve around which tree
we are feeding on – either the tree of “life”
or the tree of “knowledge.” And man so
does love the taste of the latter!
Psalm 14 lists the characteristics of
fools. They deny the existence of God,
live corrupt lives without understanding,
dishonour God, don’t seek Him and are

consequently ignorant, never pray and are
selfish, oppressing the poor. They are full
of fear, the fear of man! They don’t read
the Bible. If the Bible is indeed God’s
“manual,” then surely it would be the
ultimate step of foolishness to ignore it,
just like avoiding the instruction booklet
when you buy some new-fangled appliance?
Well-known and much-read Christian
apologist Josh McDowall was once an
atheist. So strong was he in his views that
he set out to prove that God did not exist! He took all the world religions and he
worked through their manuals. In every
instance he took the manual and the religion as being absolute and true until it
disproved itself.
Having discarded all the other beliefs
and religions, he finally he got to the Bible.
Working through God’s Word changed
his life and he got “born again.” Subsequently he became one of the most prolific
intellectual defenders of the faith!
Evidence That Demands A Verdict is one
of his publications and in it he came to this
profound conclusion: that every one of
us places Jesus in one of three categories,
either Lord, Liar or Lunatic! Yes, we all do
place Him in one of these three.
The thought-provoking challenge is
based on the scripture in John 14 where
Jesus says that He is the way, the truth
and the life and that nobody comes to the
Father except through Him!
The reasoning: Jesus’ claims are either
True or false. If false, there are two alternatives. Either He knew or He didn’t
know. If He knew his claims were untrue,
it was a deliberate misrepresentation, and
therefore he was a liar. He would also have
been a hypocrite, living a lie, and a fool,
because the claims ended with him dying
on the Cross.
If He didn’t know, then Jesus was both
deluded and deceived, a lunatic in the
fullest sense. But if everything He said
was true then indeed He is Lord. He
can’t be just a prophet, teacher, scientist,
faith-healer or a good man. Anything but
total acceptance of Him as Lord and the
one and only true Son of God, and you
are calling Him a liar or a lunatic. Most
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surely, a huge point to ponder!
There is more proof about Jesus and what
He did than most other events of history.
The facts of his existence and deeds are
irrefutable. Either Jesus was what He
claimed to be or the greatest fraud ever
foisted upon humanity.
But back to the fools! Jesus gave us the
parable of the rich fool who was contemplating tearing down his inadequate barns
and building bigger ones for all his grain
and goods. He had planned well and was
looking forward to a life of ease, eating,
drinking and being merry. He had done
well, had acquired much wealth.
He was a success story, yet God said:
“You fool!” Yes, his soul was about to be
demanded and he was in huge trouble. He
had worldly treasure but absolutely nothing in the eternal basket! He was about to
find out that there was absolutely no profit
for the man who had gained the world but
lost his soul.
Jesus brought us a heavenly, divine,
spiritual inheritance but man is only interested in the material and earthly things.
The kingdom of God is not of this world
and our comfort and happiness does not
depend upon the world’s splendour. It
does not matter, as Psalm 49 points out so
directly, even if you had lands named after
you! It all has no standing whatsoever
before Almighty God. The rich fool was
the centre of his own universe and he was
about to find out the severe limitations
that are attached to his world, its goals
and ambitions.

They don’t come
much bigger
In Luke 16, we read about the rich man
whose eternal inheritance turned out at be
nothing but anguish, despair and haunting memories of selfish acts and forgotten
opportunities. Fools don’t come much bigger than that! In fact, the Luke 16 illustration highlights two, not one, beggars. The
poor man was a beggar here on earth but
the rich man was a beggar into eternity!
Who would be the bigger fool?
In Matthew 25, there are some more
fools, this time the five foolish virgins. All
the virgins were “believers” in the sense
that they knew about “a bridegroom” and
“a wedding” and they were all appropriately dressed in white – the right religious
colours as it were. It is rather like South
Africa where something around 75 percent of the people claim to be Christians.
Sadly, what they have is just a matter of
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religion and association!
Indeed, we can all get dressed and carry
lamps and parade virginity. But lamps
need oil, just as appliances need to be
plugged into the source of power. It is
about a spiritual relationship, not membership of a church or religion. The wise
virgins carried the extra oil, the aroma of
Christ. And that makes the difference
between life and death and confirms
whether you are a fool or not!

Thinking they
could fool God
In Matthew 23 Jesus slates the religious
fools, the hypocrites who were not only
fooling themselves but thinking that they
could even fool God. As Ananias and
Sapphira found out so tragically when
they lied. You can’t fool the Holy Spirit.
It is foolish to pretend, but humans tend
to be better talkers than doers!
As Jesus pointed out, those Pharisees
wanted their “good works” to be seen and
praised by men. They uttered long, fancy,
super-spiritual prayers to impress; majored
on the minors but in essence what they
were doing was manipulating and dominating
their underlings, using scripture in the
process. Maybe
they appeared to
be acceptable,
even beautiful
on the outside to their
congregants, but
inside it
was a ll
pretence
a n d
façade.
They were
whitewashed
tombs.
They killed
and crucified
the prophets
way back then
and still do today,
literally, figuratively and spiritually.
They are fools!
And let’s not
forget,
this

was a title designated and accorded by Our
Lord. Indeed, it was Jesus speaking.
But now the good news! There is finally
a good fool. That is the day when you
become a fool for the Lord (1 Corinthians 3:18). That is when you go and give
it all away – the advice that Jesus gave so
directly to the rich young ruler in their
Mark 10 encounter.
When you are totally “sold out” for Jesus
and live a life with no compromise, the
world calls you a fool. This is because “the
man without the spirit does not accept
the things that come from the spirit of
God for they are foolishness to him and
he cannot understand them,” explains 1
Corinthians 2:14.
The Gospel is foolishness to those who
are perishing and spiritual truth is darkness to the unbelieving. God’s wisdom
and man’s wisdom in most cases are diametrically opposed. Faith transcends reason or argument though it does not deny
it. It’s not science, formulas, a rationale.
It is foolishness!
The Bible tells us that human wisdom
empties the power of the Cross. Surely
there is no greater indictment on man
and his knowledge. The turning point
in Job’s life was when he finally
realised that in the light of an
utterly awesome God he
knew absolutely nothing. Only when this
highly successful and muchrevered man
realised that
he really was
a “fool” in
terms of
God’s value system
could he
then
b e come
a fool
for the
Lord!
What
kind of fool
are you?



Breaking the bond of

rebellion

by Helen Gardiner

O

FTEN times, Christians are not
able to be “more than conquerors” because they are enslaved to a bond
of iniquity. Many are afflicted in this
way. That bond usually begins by being
generational and then personal. Then as
a result God’s people lead defeated lives
and they are never able to rise up to the
stature and fullness of destiny the Lord
purposed for them.
Following is a most comprehensive and
helpful prayer, largely based on a prayer by
Dr Paul L. Cox. It is a prayer to dismantle
the roots of rebellion: rebellion being one
of the main roots and fruits of the bond of
iniquity. We suggest that if you feel this
prayer is for you, that you pray through it,
as many times as you need to – until you
know you are free…
“In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ I
repent for all personal and generational
idolatry.
I repent of all personal and generational rebellion, stubbornness and
disobedience that have contributed to
witchcraft in my life and in my generational line.
I repent of all jealousy towards others
for their giftings, success, physical
appearance or whatever. I repent especially of jealousy of the spiritual gifts
and capacities of others.
I repent of any worship of myself and
any need for personal recognition.
I repent for myself and for those in my
generational line who did not guard
the gates of the spiritual and physical
senses.
I repent of choosing my will above the
will of the Lord.
I choose to owe no-one anything, but



the debt of love.
I choose to cast off the works of darkness and to put on the armour of Light,
the Lord Jesus Christ, and to make
no provision for the flesh, to fulfil its
lusts.
I choose to walk only according to the
grace and anointing God has given to
me.
I choose to walk in unity with my
brothers and sisters in the Lord.
I choose to follow Christ, living a life of
love, preferring others above myself.
I choose to yield and surrender my
personal rights so that I might serve
the Lord wholeheartedly.
I choose to be devoted to others in
brotherly love and to honour others
above myself. I will never lack zeal, but
will keep my spiritual fervour, serving
the Lord. I will be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. I
will share with God’s people who are in
need. I will practise hospitality. I will
bless those who persecute me. I will
rejoice with those who rejoice, and will
mourn with those who mourn. I will
live in harmony with other believers. I
will not be proud, but I will associate
with people of low position. I will not
be conceited. I will not repay evil for
evil. I will have regard for good things
in the sight of all men. I will live in
peace with everyone. I will not take
revenge on others.
Lord, will You now remove all ungodly
spiritual beings and devices that have
been empowered by my idolatry, rebellion and jealousy, and the idolatry, rebellion and jealousy of my ancestors.
Lord, will You disconnect me from any
evil network and I break all ungodly
ties between the abode of the enemy

and myself.
Lord, will you remove the generational
tree of the knowledge of good and
evil.
Lord, will you break the cords of death
that entangle me, the torrents of destruction that overwhelm me, the cords
of sheol that are coiled around me, and
the snares of death that confront me.
Lord, I now take back any Godly
anointing, energy, authority, finance
and health given away and perverted
because of my sin, transgression and
iniquity and my ancestors’ iniquity.
Lord, will You set me as a seal upon
Your heart, as a seal upon Your arm, for
Your Love is stronger than death.
I declare that the Lord Jesus Christ
is the head and He is Lord over all.
Amen.”
(Prayer based on Ezekiel 8: 1 to 6,
Romans 12: 3, 1 Samuel 15: 23, Deuteronomy 4: 15 to 20, Ephesians 4: 12 to 13,
John 17, Romans 12: 10 to 19, Romans
13, Genesis 2, Psalms 18, Ephesians 1:
22, Song of Songs 8: 6.)
Just to share from personal experience:
when you begin to pray this prayer, things
may get worse for you initially, but continue praying the prayer until you have
complete deliverance and breakthrough.
It does happen that sometimes people in
Spirit-filled churches are not entirely free
from being instruments of the enemy
because of a generational bond of iniquity, and they can end up operating in
witchcraft, thinking that it is in the Holy
Spirit’s gifting. The gift of the discerning
of spirits will reveal this to leaders, also
the fruit in the life of the individual will
show what is at work.
Sometimes, too, people are flowing, not
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in the spirit of life in Christ Jesus, but
rather they are eating from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. The latter
is especially the case where individuals
spend their lives pointing out the faults
and sins of others in a judgemental and
totally condemning way.
So, the prayer above gives us a key to being released from the bond of rebellion.
Another key is to live out practically a
life that is devoid of rebellion against
authority. The Lord honour’s submission
to authority: submission to husbands and
parents on the home front; to leaders and
elders on the church front; to employers
on the work front. Read all about this in
Ephesians 5:22 - 6:9. Often prayers offered
up for those in need are not effective in
the home and in the local church because
people are living in rebellion.
Check your life: you need to be submissive to all authority, even rulers. Paul
writes in Titus 3:1&2: “Remind them to be
subject to rulers and authorities, to obey,
to be ready for every good work, to speak
evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle,
showing all humility to all men.”
So you are called to give submission,
and then the wonderful outcome is that
prayers offered up for you are beneficial,
especially in the area of healing and the
working of the enemy. It is no co-incidence
that Ephesians 5:22 - 6:9 is followed by the
call to put on the whole armour of God.
When there is no rebellion, the prayers of
a husband for his wife bring Godly results
and release; the prayers of the father and
mother for their children bring the best
results; the prayers of elders for congregants bring healing and release. All this
when the people being prayed for are in
right relationship with those who are over
them in the Lord.
Hebrews 13:17 says, “Obey those who
rule over you, and be submissive, for they
watch out for your souls, as those who
must give account. Let them do so with
joy and not with grief, for that would be
unprofitable for you.”
In my own life, God has been dealing
with rebellion – purging and eradicating
it. I now find that the prayers that my husband John prays for me do bring healing
and release, always.
It stands to reason that as the worldly
spirit of lawlessness increasingly abounds,
the Church of Jesus Christ is called upon
to raise up a standard of submission and
obedience – except of course to the antichrist when he is revealed.
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God’s jealousy, our security

by Charles H. Spurgeon

“God is jealous (Nahum 1:2).”
OUR Lord is very jealous of your love, O believer.
Did He choose you? He cannot bear that you should choose another.
Did He buy you with His own blood? He cannot endure that you should think you
are your own, or that you belong to this world. He loved you with such a love that
He would not stop in heaven without you; He would sooner die than you should
perish, and He cannot endure that anything should stand between your heart’s love
and Himself.
He is very jealous of your trust. He will not permit you to trust in an arm of flesh.
He cannot bear that you should hew out broken cisterns, when the overflowing
fountain is always free to you.
When we lean upon Him, He is glad, but when we transfer our dependence to another, when we rely upon our own wisdom, or the wisdom of a friend – worst of all,
when we trust in any works of our own – He is displeased, and will chasten us that
He may bring us to Himself.
He is also very jealous of our company. There should be no one with whom we converse so much as with Jesus. To abide in Him only, this is true love; but to commune
with the world, to find sufficient solace in our carnal comforts, to prefer even the
society of our fellow Christians to secret communion with Him, this is grievous to
our jealous Lord.
He would have us abide in Him, and enjoy constant fellowship with Himself; and
many of the trials which He sends us are for the purpose of weaning our hearts from
the creature, and fixing them more closely upon Himself.
Let this jealousy which would keep us near to Christ be also a comfort to us, for if
He loves us so much as to care thus about our love we may be sure that He will allow
nothing to harm us, and will protect us from all our enemies.
Oh that we may have grace this day to keep our hearts in sacred chastity for our
Beloved alone, with sacred jealousy shutting our eyes to all the fascinations of the
world!

Y

Daily Manna
with Peter Pollock

How would you like to take the most exciting journey of all – for free?
Next year we will be making available to you Daily Manna
with Peter Pollock, a series of inspiring daily meditations that
will take you through the whole Bible in a year.
Each month’s readings will be posted on
our website or, if you would prefer, e-mailed
to you at the start of the month.
Either visit www.prepare.co.za or e-mail us at
info@prepare.co.za and we will send you each month’s readings



Is your

eye

clear?

by Paul David Washer
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on
earth, where moth and rust destroy, and
where thieves break in and steal. But store
up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where
neither moth nor rust destroys, and where
thieves do not break in or steal; for where
your treasure is, there your heart will be
also. The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if
your eye is clear, your whole body will be full
of light. But if your eye is bad, your whole
body will be full of darkness. If then the light that
is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness! No
one can serve two masters; for either he will hate
the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and wealth (Matthew 6:19-24).”
HIS is one of the most important
passages in the Scriptures with
regard to Christian priorities and missions. According to this Scripture, the
Christian is to be on constant guard in
order not to stray from eternal priorities. Two choices are always before us.
One choice offers immediate rewards
that are temporal and deceptive. The
other is a narrow road which may cost
us everything, but the rewards are
eternal and beyond the ability of even
Scripture to describe.
If we know that which is most treasured
by God, then we will know that which
should be most treasured by us – God’s
treasure and ours should be the same.
This is the very thing that made the life
of Jesus so different from the life of every
other man. He treasured only what His
Father treasured. May God grant us the
grace to do the same.
What is it that God most treasures? With
only a cursory reading of the Scripture, we
quickly discover that God’s priority is His
own Glory. He desires that every aspect of
His being, attributes, and works be made
known to creation and that all praise and
honour be ascribed only to Him.
Consider the following Scriptures:
“For from the rising of the sun even to its setting, My name will be great among the nations
(Malachi 1:11).”
“Pray, then, in this way: ‘Our Father who is in
heaven, hallowed be Your name. Your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven
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(Matthew 6:9-10).’”
It is God’s great desire or treasure to see
His Name held in highest esteem among
the nations, and among all creatures in
heaven and on earth. At first sight, this
may appear self-centred, but first sights
are often very deceptive. For God to seek
His glory above all else is the greatest
demonstration of His love.
The depth of one’s love is often demonstrated by the costliness of the gift he/she
gives. If someone was to give you a twig
or a small fragment of gravel, it wouldn’t
be an overwhelming demonstration of
love. You wouldn’t rush out to alert the
media, nor would you gather your friends
about you to tell them of this great love
that has been shown to you. It wouldn’t
be something that you remembered very
long, much less, that you held close to your
heart all the days of your life. However,
if someone gave his life that you might
live, this would indeed warrant such a
reaction.
It would be a story worth the media’s
attention, and your friends would most
likely want to hear all about it. You would
treasure such a selfless act of love all the
days of your life. So then, the measure of
one’s love is often manifested by the greatness of one’s gift.
Now we must ask ourselves a question:
“What is the greatest gift that God could
ever give?” It is not prosperity, health, or
even heaven. He Himself is the greatest
gift. The most loving thing God can do
for His creatures is to work in such a way
so as to reveal or demonstrate the fullness
of His glory to them – to take centre stage
and call all creatures to fix their eyes and
hearts upon Him. For this very reason,
when God does what He does for His own
glory, it is the greatest demonstration of

His love toward the creature.
The adverse of this is equally true. The
most destitute and pitiful of all creatures
are those who do not know God, who are
unaware of His glory, and cut off from His
truth. The Scriptures declare that God has
set eternity in the hearts of men (Ecclesiastes 3:11). This infinite aspect of the heart
can only be filled by the infinite. Man may
pour into his heart all the fame, wealth,
power, and pleasure that this world has to
offer, but he will still be empty.
Eternity cannot be filled up with the
temporal, nor can infinity be satisfied
by the finite. Man’s heart was made for
the full measure of God’s glory. Apart
from this, man is destitute, miserable,
and empty.
God’s treasure, His greatest desire and
purpose is that His Name be great among
the nations, that His Name be hallowed
(highly esteemed), that His Kingdom
come, and His will be done! However, we
must ask ourselves, “Is this our greatest
purpose and passion?”
We lay awake at night and worry about
so many things. We fret and are anxious
about so many things. We desire things
passionately, fanatically, even to the point
of obsession: houses and lands, jobs and
promotions, fame and reputation, needs,
and wants, and countless other things.
But when was the last time that sleep
escaped us because of our concern for
the nations that have not heard? We fret
and sweat about so many things, but do
we ever give any thought to that which is
most on the mind of God?
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth,
where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves
break in and steal.”
In this verse, Jesus is calling for a radical
decision on the part of His disciples to
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repent of their earthly materialism and
turn their hearts toward God and His
kingdom. Although the Scriptures speak
of wealth as neither good nor bad, it does
warn us that the love of wealth is a great
evil (1 Timothy 6:10) and that the seeking
and hoarding of wealth will only lead to
loss and shame on the day of judgment
(James 5:2&3).
Regardless of the warnings that run
throughout Scripture, it seems that the
desire for wealth is God’s greatest competitor for the hearts of men. It is ironic
that although most people spend most of
their time, “treasuring treasures,” very few
ever really “possess treasures.” And those
rare individuals who actually do obtain
their treasures here on earth quickly grow
tired of them once they are obtained. Isn’t
it a very foolish thing to trade the glorious gifts of God for earthly treasures that
we rarely obtain, and if by chance we do
obtain them, we quickly grow tired of
them?
Name one thing on this earth that is
highly coveted by men and we can quickly
assess its true value with one simple question: “Is it eternal?” If it is, it’s worthy of
being obtained even at the expense of all
other things. If not, its worth is equivalent
to the dust into which it will turn. To seek
for it is a pathetic waste of a human life
and a fool’s errand.
“But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys, and where
thieves do not break in or steal.”
Scripture does not speak against treasure
or the pursuit of treasure, but it does speak
against foolishly wasting the life God has
given us in the vain pursuit of things that
have no eternal value and can never fill the
desire of a heart made for eternity.
Nothing except the person and will of
God can fill a man. The only treasure
worth having is that which is eternal and
comes from God. Such treasure is found
only by doing His will, living for His glory,
and seeking after His Kingdom. Has God
not promised to care for us? Has He not
promised to meet our every need? Has He
not shown Himself capable and willing
to fill His children with blessing and to
not withhold from them one good thing?
Why, then, do we put earthly pursuits
ahead of the pursuit of God and God’s
pursuits?
Our one obligation is also our only
means of truly living an abundant and
satisfied life – “Seek first the Kingdom
of God and His righteousness (Matthew
6:33).” Heaven and earth shall pass away,
the inferior products of this world will
burn up in the fire as hay, wood, and stubble (1 Corinthians 3:12-15).
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However, the man who does the will of
God will abide forever and his works will
stand throughout eternity (1 John 2:17).
There will be no regrets in heaven for
having lived “too much” for the kingdom
of God, but we can be assured that there
will be great regrets for having lived “so
little.”
“For where your treasure is, there your heart will
be also.”
Every so often in Scripture, we are confronted by certain statements that open
our hearts and reveal the truth about our
character and desires. This is one of those
statements. Regardless of how often or
forcefully we declare that God and His
Kingdom are our greatest desire, the true
desire of our life can be revealed by the
smallest and simplest of questions: Where
is our heart? What occupies our thoughts
above all other things? What do we long
for? Can we say in truth that God and His
Kingdom are our passion?

Would he be convinced
of our priorities?
What if a stranger who did not know
of our Christian confession watched our
lives and read our thoughts? Would he be
convinced that God and His Kingdom are
our two greatest priorities?
If most were honest, we would admit
he would hear us speaking of houses
and lands, cars and toys, recreations and
hobbies. He would see us obsessed with
worldly worries and wants. He would hear
very little about God in our conversation,
would see little activity directed toward
the advancement of the Kingdom, and
would think it preposterous for us to
claim that our treasure is in heaven!
“The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye
is clear, your whole body will be full of light. But
if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of
darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness,
how great is the darkness!”
In saying that the “eye is the lamp of the
body,” Jesus is not giving us instructions
in human physiology, but rather is teaching us about the great influence that our
desires have on our lives. Our body goes
where our eyes are focused, and our eyes
focus on what our heart desires.
If our heart desires worldly things, then
worldly things will be our focus and the
very things we pursue. However, if our
heart truly desires the things of God, then
our eyes will be fixed on them, and we will
pursue them with a passion.
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called
to singleness of heart and purpose. We are
called to seek first the Kingdom of God
and entrust all our worldly needs to the

Master. He knows what we need before
we ask Him and is disposed to do good
things for His children.
“No one can serve two masters; for either he
will hate the one and love the other, or he will be
devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot
serve God and wealth.”
Jesus taught a great deal about money.
The reason is simple – in this fallen world,
money seems to be God’s greatest competitor for the hearts of men. If by grace,
a man has freed himself from the love and
pursuit of wealth, he has opened himself
to the possibility of undivided devotion
to God.
Fallen man is a slave to someone. The
question is not whether or not a man is
a slave, but whose slave is he? Some men
are enslaved to other men, some to themselves, and others to things such as money,
security, and respectability. Other men are
given to vain pursuits, deceitful pleasures,
or something as “harmless” as a hobby.
The list is almost endless, but Christ calls
us to turn away from such slavery and turn
wholeheartedly and without reservation
to Him.
Although the above Scripture teaches
us that it is IMPOSSIBLE to serve God
and wealth, the application is far reaching. There can be no competitors in the
heart of the believer. We must constantly
survey our lives and search out competing
loyalties. When we find them, we must
be careful to deal with them severely. We
must not show them even the slightest
compassion. If we spare them, they will
become barbs in our eyes and thorns in
our side (Numbers 33:55).
We can never truly serve God while such
things are hanging around our hearts.
Even those things most precious to us
must not be excused. Jesus taught that
it is better for our right hand and right
eye to suffer violent mutilation than for
them to become stumbling blocks to the
upward call of true discipleship (Matthew
5:29-30). We must put away anything that
deters us from Him and His pursuits.
Our lives are on the line and eternity is
at stake!
The Expositor’s Bible Commentary
concludes: “Both God and money are portrayed, not as employers, but as slave owners. A man may work for two employers; but
since ‘single ownership and full-time service
are the very essence of slavery (Tasker),’ he
cannot serve two slave owners. Either God
is served with a single-eyed devotion, or he
is not served at all. Attempts at divided
loyalty betray, not partial commitment to
discipleship, but deep-seated commitment
to idolatry.”
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I am my
beloved’s
and my
beloved
is mine

by George Müller

“A garden enclosed is my sister, my spouse;
a spring shut up, a fountain sealed. Thy
plants are an orchard of pomegranates,
with pleasant fruits; camphire, with spikenard, spikenard and saffron; calamus and
cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense:
myrrh and aloes, with all the chief spices: a
fountain of gardens, a well of living waters,
and streams from Lebanon.
“Awake, O north wind; and come, thou
south; blow upon my garden, that the spices
thereof may flow out. Let my Beloved come
into his garden and eat his pleasant fruits.
I am come into my garden, my sister, my
spouse: I have gathered my myrrh with
my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb with
my honey; I have drunk my wine with my
milk; eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink
abundantly, O beloved (Song of Solomon
4:12-16&5:1).”
HEN we read such a portion
of Scripture we should read it
with reference to ourselves. It is in the
measure in which we are able to appropriate the statements in the Scriptures
to ourselves, that we enjoy them.
The point is not how much we speak
about these things, how much we write
about them, how much we read about
them – but how far we appropriate them
to ourselves, and know the power of them
in our own hearts. Only insofar as this is
the case, will the Word of God be really
profitable to our own souls.

W

“A garden enclosed is my sister, my
spouse”
What does this mean? Literally it means
barred – locked up. When a garden is
locked up, only the owner has the right to
enter, or those to whom he has given this
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right. Not everyone may have access to the
garden to help himself to its fruits.
The garden is not only enclosed by walls,
but in the Hebrew it is “locked up” or
“barred” so that none but the owner has
access. Who is He? The Lord Jesus Christ,
and He alone should have access to our
hearts, and no one else.
What does this deeply important truth
convey to us? We are bought with a price,
even the precious blood of Christ, we are
set apart for the glory of Christ. He and
He alone has any right to us, and the devil
has none.
More than this, we have no right to ourselves. We are not our own; we are bought
with a price: “Or do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit
who is in you, whom you have from God,
and that you are not your own? For you
have been bought with a price: therefore
glorify God in your body (1 Corinthians
6:19&20).”
We are not our own masters. No one
can say, “My time is my own.” My time,
my talents are not mine; they are God’s.
My business is not mine; it is God’s. My
house, my lands, my purse, everything
I have is not mine, but it belongs to the
Lord; for He has bought me with His
precious blood, and having bought me,
He has purchased all that I have (1 Peter
1:18&19).
All this is implied by “a garden barred.”
But, beloved in Christ, let me ask you
affectionately, is it so with you? Do you
rejoice in this, that you are not your own,
that you are bought by the precious blood
of Christ, and that you and all you have
belong entirely to Him?
Let us seek to enter into this, that we are

set apart for His use, so we will be enabled
to bring forth more abundant fruit to the
praise and honour and glory of God. But
still there is more.
“A spring shut up”

Why is it shut up? When an earthly
spring is shut up, no one except the owner
is allowed to use the water.
It is, then, another picture used by the
Holy Spirit to teach us the same truth – to
show us that we are the Lord’s and that
we are set apart that He may use us as He
pleases. We have no right to our time and
talents, but they all belong to Him.
No one has any right to employ his time
or talents until he has laid them before the
Lord, and has asked, “Is it Your will that
I should spend my time learning to play
this instrument or studying this science,
or this language? Shall I serve You in this
way, or another?”
“A fountain sealed”
Another picture is used here. Not only
“a garden enclosed” and “a spring shut up,”
but also “a fountain sealed.” It is not simply
“a spring shut up,” but to drive home the
point that the owner of the spring alone
has right of access to it, it is called “a
fountain sealed.” It is His, and His only,
and therefore there is a seal on it, and no
one dare break that seal to take water out
of the spring.
The spring is His; the water which is
in it came from Him; the water that He
has put there is for Him and for His use.
Therefore, the water which is in it is to be
used only for the praise and honour and
glory of His great name.
This brings before us for the third time,
more clearly than before, that we are the
Lord’s. Therefore we should learn to be
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more decidedly out and out for the Lord,
and we should never look on ourselves as
belonging to this world, or as being our
own. We should always remember we are
bought with a price, even the precious
blood of Christ, and that all we have and
all we are, belong solely to the Master for
His glory and use.

“An orchard”

“Thy plants are an orchard of pomegranates, with pleasant fruits; camphire, with
spikenard, spikenard and saffron, calamus
and cinnamon, with all trees of frankincense; myrrh and aloes, with all the chief
spices; a fountain of gardens, a well of living
waters, and streams from Lebanon.”
He means by these figures to convey the
delight which He, the Bridegroom, takes
in His bride, to show us how dear we are
to His heart, and what loveliness and
beauty He sees in us. It shows how He
is delighted with our service, although it
may be but little, and how our worship
and praise are sweet as incense to Him.
Wonderful, isn’t it?

“A fountain of gardens”

“A fountain of gardens, a well of living
waters, and streams from Lebanon.”
This is a fountain in the midst of a
garden, the waters of which refresh and
nourish the garden.
This he says further of His Church, and
here He again uses three figures – first,
“a fountain of gardens”; second, “a well of
living waters”; and lastly, “streams from
Lebanon.” What do these imply?
“A fountain of gardens” means that in
this world we are, or ought to be, for the
refreshment and nourishment of one
another, for the strengthening and invigorating of one another.
This is the very purpose for which we
are left in this world, that we may be as
fountains of water – for the strengthening, encouraging, refreshing, nourishing,
and watering of one another, even as the
fountain in the midst of gardens.
“A well of living waters”
In John 7:38&39 Jesus said, “He who
believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From
his innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’ But this He spoke of the Spirit,
whom those who believed in Him were to
receive; for the Spirit was not yet given,
because Jesus was not yet glorified.”
Now the Holy Spirit has been given,
so we are expected to be wells of living
waters. There is no reason why out of you
and me individually there should not flow
rivers of living water. The living water has
been given us to flow out to others. Have
we considered this, that for this very
reason He has given us the Holy Spirit
– just so we may minister to the world
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around us?
Out of us there should flow rivers of living water, that sinners all around, young
and old, rich and poor, whether enemies
or friends, should benefit.
That is what is meant here – that we
should not only be as fountains in the
midst of gardens, but even as wells of
living waters going out to benefit others,
that out of us should flow rivers of living
water.

“Streams from Lebanon”

This goes even further. When the snow
melted under the summer sun on the
heights of Lebanon, then mighty torrents
poured down from the mountain, sweeping everything before them.
Nothing could stand in the way of these
streams. So should streams of living water
flow out of us with so much divine force
and power that the people of this world
shall not be able to stand before us, but
shall be forced to admit that God is with
us.
If this were our state, we would carry all
before us, being strong in the Lord, and
hundreds, yes, thousands, would be converted. The whole Church surrounding
us, which may be cold and dead, would be
quickened and set on fire, and all would be
stirred up to new love and joy. We must become blessings to many around us. Surely
we ought all to aim after this, to be like
“streams (torrents) from Lebanon.”

Reciprocal Delight

In the 16th verse, to which we now come,
the Bride of Christ is speaking. The Lord
Jesus Christ has spoken in the highest
terms of His Bride, and now His Bride
speaks to Him in return. She delights in
giving joy to the heart of the Lord Jesus,
to see Him partaking of her fruit with
pleasure, and to see Him gratifying His
loving heart with her.
Therefore she says, “Awake, O north
wind; and come, thou south; blow upon
my garden, that the spices thereof may flow
out.” This means that I am what I am for
the Lord’s sake. All that I have belongs not
to me but to the Master, who has bought
me with His precious blood. Therefore I
take delight, joy and pleasure in gratifying
His heart who bought me. All I have and
all I am I take delight in rendering back
to Him again.
It is with this feeling that the Bride
responds to the loving words of the Lord
Jesus, “Awake, O north wind; and come,
thou south; blow upon my garden, that the
spices thereof may flow out,” because the
wind causes the spices and sweet fragrance
of a garden to flow forth, so that the owner
may enjoy the smell thereof.

Whether it be the pleasant south wind
or the strong, rough north wind, it’s all
the same – only that my blessed owner
may be gratified by spices which flow out.
Whether it be the sweet, soothing influence of love, or the blows of affliction, it
doesn’t matter – only that He is gratified
by the display of the graces which He has
given.
She proceeds to say: “Let my Beloved
come into his garden, and eat his pleasant
fruits.” Do you seek to gratify the heart of
Jesus in this way?
The Lord’s Response
Now Jesus responds to the words of His
Bride – “I am come into my garden, my
sister, my spouse: I have gathered my myrrh
with my spice; I have eaten my honeycomb
with my honey; I have drunk my wine with
my milk; eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink
abundantly, O beloved.”
What is this? I belong to Jesus. I am His
sister, His spouse.
By the grace of God, we are what we
are; by the grace of God we have what we
have. All we have and are is His by divine
right. While He accepts the longings of
our heart to offer ourselves to Him, still
He would have us remember that we do
belong to Him.
Thus the Lord Jesus Christ brings before
us that we are His and have received all we
have from Him. He would have us keep in
mind that we are His through Him – and
what we have is through Him.
We are wholly His, and to the very last
day of our earthly pilgrimage, all we ever
have in the world is of Him. While we
invite Him to come into our garden and
partake of the pleasant fruits, He also
claims it as His own by right. He does
accept and rejoices in our offer of it, but
would have us know that it is already all
His own.

The Invitation

Lastly, “Eat, O friends; drink, yea, drink
abundantly, O beloved.” If there is anyone
who desires to partake of these blessings,
the Lord Jesus Christ says to him, “Eat,
O friends; drink, yea, drink abundantly”
– which literally means “be drunk with
love.”
Oh, aim above everything to increase
and abound in love, as it were, to be drunk
with love, intoxicated with love (Philippians 1:9; 1 Thessalonians 4:9&10)!
Oh, that we might know something
more of this and be so brimful of love for
Jesus, and brimful of love for everyone,
that it were running over all round us!
Jesus delights in seeing us filled with love,
intoxicated with love, drunk with love.
May we aim increasingly after this!
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Jesus Christ the same
by Vance Havner

N

othing is permanent except
change. From ladies’ hats to
legislation, from automobiles to art,
from furniture to finances, styles and
customs and conditions change overnight.
World events tumble over each other
with barely enough time to happen. Pity
the lecturer on current events! By the
time he’s prepared his speech and found
somewhere to deliver it, his current events
will have begun already to breathe the
fragrance of lavender and old lace.
In such a breathtaking age men look here
and there for a point of permanence. Some
rely on financial investments, but money
has been setting a record for a quick getaway. Others seek to endure through fame,
honours, position; but brickbats follow
bouquets and the famous are soon the
forgotten. Some rely on friends, but too
many friends, like shadows, only follow
in sunny weather.
Thousands seek to escape life’s boredom
through fads and isms of many a shade and
hue. Someone said: “The religion of China
is Confucian: the religion of the West is
Confusion.” Men wander in a wilderness
of cults seeking lasting satisfaction.
A man who had been a Baptist, Methodist, and a Presbyterian told his temporary pastor, “I’m planning to join the
Congregationalists.” Thoughtfully, the
old minister replied, “Well, I don’t think
it does any harm to change labels on an
empty bottle!” Millions of “empty bottles”
today try to fill themselves by a change
of labels.
“Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today,
and forever.” Have you ever thought what
boundless satisfaction there is for us in
those first four words, “Jesus Christ the
same”?
Many have found that in this life things
do not stay the same. Once your eye was
bright with the wine of health, but the
years have taken their toll and now when
the doctor shakes his head and pain cuts
its furrows, you know that health doesn’t
stay the same.
Or maybe a few years ago you were in
better circumstances: you were meeting
your financial obligations and not wrestling nightly with bills and mortgages;
but now adversity has become a regular
boarder at your house and you know that
circumstances don’t stay the same.
Again, you have been impressed with
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the fickleness of human nature
– your own, for instance. You
had your rare moments when
you wanted to build tabernacles and house the vision, but
you’ve descended to the drab
and commonplace and you sigh,
“Why am I not always like I
am sometimes?” So you grieve
over your uncertain nature, as
changeable as a thermometer
in September.
Or you may have been made
aware of the changeableness of
others. You have trusted and
been disappointed; your friend
who ate your bread has lifted his
heel against you.
More serious still, it may be
that years ago you enjoyed the fellowship
of one who meant more than anything else
earthly, but there came the day when, as
one grave closed, another opened in your
heart and you realised as never before
that earthly relationships cannot remain
the same.
Since all this is true, what a relief it is
to turn from these changing scenes to
Jesus Christ, the same. Here is One Who
never fails the heart that leans on Him
for repose.
Health may fail us but His strength is
made perfect in our weakness.
Adversity may crash upon us, but He
draws nearer than a brother, and whispers,
“In the world you shall have tribulation:
but be of good cheer; I have overcome the
world.”
Friends may desert us, so that, like Paul,
we may have to say, “No man stood with
me.” But we may also say with him in the
next verse, “However, the Lord stood with
me (2 Timothy 4:16&17).”
And even when death draws near He
assures us, “I am the resurrection and the
life (John 11:25).”
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, today, and
forever. If we are to appreciate Jesus Christ
the same today, we must know something
of Jesus Christ the same yesterday.
Many think of our Lord as though He
began to be only 2 000 years ago in Bethlehem. But there is an eternity in “Jesus
Christ the same yesterday,” as well as in
“Jesus Christ the same... forever.”
Eternity stands on either side of the
Christ of today in Hebrews 13:8. There is
no past tense with the Lord Jesus Christ.
He Himself used the eternal present tense
in John 8:58: “Before Abraham was, I

Am.” “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. The same was in the beginning with God
(John 1:1&2).”
The “yesterday” of Hebrews 13:8 is without
beginning.
But because this truth is infinite and we are
finite, we more readily think of Jesus Christ
yesterday as the human Christ Who trod the
roads of Galilee. Critics ridicule our “theories”
and insist that they want to live by facts. Then
what will they do with the historic Christ, the
greatest fact of all time?
Consider Jesus Christ yesterday: born in
another man’s stable, buried in another man’s
tomb; living in a little land; in His public
ministry never more than 100 kilometres
from home; writing no books, leading no
armies, trusting His truths with a few plain
and unpromising disciples; dying the death of
a criminal outside the city walls. Yet that life
stands alone, the one perfect chapter in all the
annals of time.
What He said and did proves Who He is.
There is no answer other than Simon Peter’s
(Matthew 16:16) to the Christ of yesterday.
Jesus Christ of yesterday did not end in a tomb.
Christians are not living on a memory. Our
Lord only began to do and teach yesterday
(Acts 1:1). How else can you explain another
stupendous fact of history, the Christian
Church?
A few days after Calvary the disciples were
brokenhearted, in despair. Some of them went
fishing to forget the bitter disappointment.
The dream had faded; there was a guarded
grave. But a few days later these disciples were
defying the world with a message of victory.
They were not the same men and never were
again. What happened? The Lord Jesus Christ
had come from the grave with a new body, had
promised them His Presence, had returned to
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the Father, had sent them the Paraclete.
The heroes of faith of the past 20 centuries
were not living on a mere memory. Our Lord
has been living in the hearts and working
through the heads and hands of men: indwelling Paul, so that he could say, “Not I, but
Christ;” sustaining martyrs through dungeon,
fire and sword; transforming Augustine from
a slave of lust into a saint; in Luther heralding
the Reformation; guiding Tyndale’s hand in
Bible translation; preaching in earth’s far corners through missionaries; evangelising England through Wesley and America through
Moody; ministering to the slums in mission
work; teaching the Word in faithful pulpits;
living in millions of ordinary Christian lives.
He only began to do and to teach (Acts 1:1)!

The Eternal Son
from everlasting
Jesus Christ yesterday is the Eternal Son
from everlasting with the Father, sharing
Him in creation. Jesus Christ yesterday is
the Word made flesh, taking the form of a
servant, made sin for us, though He knew
no sin. Jesus Christ yesterday is the risen and
glorified Christ, living His life in millions of
lives through 20 centuries.
He is also Jesus Christ the same today. Some
Christians, like John the Baptist in prison,
have grown discouraged because our Lord is
not setting up His kingdom as they expected.
Some have begun to wonder in their hearts,
“Are You He that should come, or do we look
for another?”
There are many believers today who are
offended with the Lord. From dungeons of
doubt and discouragement they ask cynical
questions, their hearts are rebellious. The Lord
is not doing things as they expected, and they
are offended in Him.
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Now we know that He is an
offence to Israel (Isaiah 8:14;
Romans 9:33); we know that the
cross is an offence to the world
(Galatians 5:11; 1 Corinthians
1:23); we know that our Lord
was and is an offence to the
Pharisees (Matthew 15:12) and
to the unbelieving Nazarenes
(Matthew 13:57) and to superficial disciples (Matthew 13:21;
John 6:61).
But what a sad thing that true
disciples should be offended
because of unanswered prayer,
or adversity, or because He
does not follow their schedule!
He has spoken precious truths
to us that we should not be
offended (John 16:1), and they
that love God’s Word shall not
be offended (Psalm 119:165);
but it is a very prevalent weakness today among Christians in
these tragic times.
We need a fresh realisation of Jesus
Christ the same today. He is still doing
mighty works and if He is not doing them
in your life, your church, your community,
it is because of your unbelief. The only
thing in existence that can limit the power
of the Lord Jesus Christ is our unbelief.
He is hindered today by the same things
that have always hindered Him – unbelieving Nazarenes calling Him the carpenter’s
son and reducing Him to the stature of a
common man, and discouraged Christians
letting the dungeon of circumstances
cloud His deity. He is the same as ever,
but He can mean to us only as much as
our faith lets Him mean.
The eternal Christ is with us today, and
wherever men yield to Him He works as
of old. Men ask, Is the day of miracles
past yet? There is no “day” of miracles.
Miracles are simply the supernatural operation of God, and He is timeless – there
is no “day” with Him. He has seen fit to
perform different types of miracles to suit
His purpose in different periods of earthly
time, but His supernatural power is always
the same, and wherever He regenerates
and directs a human heart there you have
a miracle.
There is abundant evidence all over the
world of a wonderworking God and of a
Christ Who is the same today. But, after
all, the proof of Jesus Christ the same
today is to know Him. For those who do
not know Him, no argument is enough.
For those who do know Him no argument
is necessary.
It’s possible to know Him as a fact of
history, or to assent intellectually to the
doctrines about Him, and yet not know

Jesus Christ the same today.
And it is possible to know Him as Saviour
and yet walk with unseeing eyes while He
travels with us on the Emmaus road as a
veiled figure. May He open the Scriptures,
open your eyes, open your understanding,
as He did for these long ago!
Finally, He is Jesus Christ the same
forever. It wouldn’t be enough that He is
the same yesterday and today if somewhere
down the road He should cease to be. But
the best is yet to come. He has promised
to be with us always, even to the end of
the age. And He has promised to return
for those who know Him. He will come
again to reign over a redeemed earth, and
finally He shall triumph over the last foe
and reign forever over a new Heaven and
a new earth.
Sorrow removed, sickness vanquished,
sin finally conquered, death destroyed
– we do not see these things yet. But amid
all that we do not see we do see Him, the
Eternal Positive amid earth’s negatives.
Don’t allow the things we do not yet see
put under Him hinder us from seeing
Him!
So, in this changing day rejoice in a
changeless Christ.
He is the same yesterday, and because of
Who He was yesterday, the Son of God
dying for the sins of the world, He meets
the problem of our yesterdays, our guilt
before a holy God.
He is the same today, and because of
Who He is today, our Lord and our Advocate, He meets the problem of our todays,
He directs our lives and pleads our cases
before the Father.
He is the same forever, meeting the problem of our tomorrows, assuring us of life
eternal and a home with Him.
We must be careful to remember that at
the heart of our faith stands a Person. It is
possible to exalt some doctrine above Him
in Whom all the doctrines about Him
consist. It is possible to fall into thinking
of Him as the centrepiece of a programme,
a philosophy, a set of principles with us
as His lawyers, instead of thinking of
Him as a Living Person, with us as His
witnesses.
It is only as we know Him in forgiveness
and fellowship, as we share with Him
in sacrifice and suffering and service,
that we become like Him and can lead
others to Him. At the back of the Bible
and the church and the creeds and the
programmes and the activities stands
the Eternal Christ, and we must in our
thinking and living and witnessing give
Him the pre-eminence.
Our business is to know Him and to
make Him known: anything less is useless,
anything more is superfluous.
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What is repentance?
by Gypsy Smith

T

HE Bible, especially the New
Testament, is the handbook of
repentance. It commands it, it urges
it, enforces it, repeats it, drives it in
everywhere. Over 60 times repentance
is enforced.
The great doctrine of repentance occupies a very prominent place in the teaching
of Jesus Christ and His apostles. All the
epistles were written to show men how to
do it, because there is no such thing as fellowship with God, without it. And I want
to speak plainly about Bible repentance,
and I pray God to help me, for I have not
anything pleasant to say. It is far easier to
congratulate than it is to expostulate.
My business is not to speak smooth
things, but to say some things that you
may resist, fight,
get angry with;
but it is my business to say, “Thus
says the Lord.”
T here is no
real conversion
without a real
understanding
of repentance.
May the Holy
Spirit breathe
light upon these
truths, and help
us to see them!
For it is my business to make you
see what God
means when He
says, “Repent!”
I am afraid that
in our zeal to get
people into the
kingdom or the
Church we have lowered the standard.
We have somehow allowed the edge to
be worn off. The depth, the breadth, the
height, the length of this mighty utterance does not search us and illuminate
and startle, and thrill and overwhelm as
it used to.
God means just as much by this word
today when He says, “Repent!” as He did
when it was first uttered. We have brought
the word down. We have been more concerned about fi lling our Churches than
we have about the kingdom. We have not
sufficiently emphasised the greatness of
coming to Christ, and we have said, “It
is only a step.”
Who told you so? Only a step to Jesus?
It is not true. It is not Gospel. Only a step
to Jesus? Then it is a very big step. We have
1

made it a very little thing, child’s play.
When I came to Christ I came under the
old Act. It was a conflict, it was a warfare,
it was a pilgrimage, it was a struggle, it was
cutting off the right arm and plucking
out the right eye, it was being maimed if
necessary. It meant sacrifice. There was
a place called Calvary. It meant coming
out, being forsaken, abused, slandered,
rejected, despised, hated, persecuted, a
fool for Christ’s sake, sneered at, laughed
at, misrepresented, suffering the cross.
What does it mean now? A picnic. A
“social.” It’s entertainment, and with
multitudes of people who call themselves
Christians it means nothing more than
that.
We have made it too easy, but Jesus never

made it so. He never deluded anybody.
He never cried “Peace” where there was
no peace. He knew the danger of saying
“Peace” when the soul was in anarchy and
the will in rebellion, and the whole man
against God.
We have said to anybody and everybody,
“Only believe.” The New Testament
does not say so. The devil believes and he
believes more than you do. He believes
far more than any of us, but he is not a
saint.
Jesus has never made it easy. There was
one man who came and asked, “Are there
few who are saved?” and He said, “Strive,
struggle, agonise to enter in at the strait
gate.” He never made it easy.
Here is another man who came and said,
“Lord, I will follow wherever you go.” But

Jesus knew he had not counted the cost,
and said, “Foxes have holes, and the birds
of the air have nests, but the Son of man
has nowhere to lay his head.”
Here is another who came and said,
“Lord, what shall I do to inherit eternal
life?” Jesus diagnosed the case instantly,
and put His finger on the weak spot of his
life and said, “If you want to be perfect,
sell all you have and give to the poor, and
come, follow Me.” He did not make it
easy.
Here is another man who came and
said, “Lord, we know You are a teacher
come from God: for no man can do these
miracles that You do, except God be with
him.” Jesus said to him, “You must be
born again.”
And to the multitudes He said, “If
any man will be
My disciple, let
him take up his
cross and deny
himself.”
He never made
it e a s y ; a nd
the man who
makes it easy
to be a Christian preaches
a mongrel gospel. Jesus said,
“Repent.” John
preached repentance. You
say it is too
startling, sensational, vulgar;
but remember,
it was God ’s
vulgarity: “Repent.”
No man who
preaches as John did will be popular.
They put John in prison for preaching
repentance, and as soon as John was shut
up Jesus began where John left off, and
His first public sermon to the world was
on repentance. He knew where to begin:
“Repent!” And before He left His disciples and was received up into the clouds,
He gave them the commission to go and
preach repentance. So in the first and the
last utterances of the Son of God you have
repentance enforced.
He said to Saul, “Saul, you go to the
Gentiles and make them – make them
– perform deeds appropriate to repentance.”
Jesus never made it easy. And the man
who misses repentance will miss everything. If your repentance is shallow your
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Christian life will be shallow. If your coming to Christ does not mean everything,
you will not get everything. If your surrender is not complete you cannot receive. It is
only those who come empty-handed who
can cling. It is only those who turn from
darkness to light who understand God.
“Then,” you say, “What is repentance?”
It is not conviction. It is possible to be
convicted without repentance. Conviction is not repentance.
It is not sorrow. Sorrow for sin is part of
repentance, but you can be sorry without
repenting. There is a sentimental sorrow, a
sorrow at the thought of coming retribution, which is mean, selfish, devilish. There
is a sorrow that weeps at funerals.
It is no good covering God’s altar with
tears while your heart is in rebellion.
It’s no good holding out one hand to
the Cross with the other holding on to
something behind your back. You cannot
hold Dagon in one hand and the Ark of
the Covenant in the other.
I sat in a home recently playing with a
boy of 10. His face was bright as the sun.
His mother came in and said, “Jack, have
you taken so-and-so?” No answer. “Jack”
– and she came and put her hand on his
shoulder – “did you take…” “Yes, mother,”
and he began to cry.
Oh, he was sorry; he sobbed as though
his heart would break. What for? He was
just as guilty five minutes before. What
made him sorry? Sorry he had sinned
against his mother? No. Sorry he had
sinned against his God? No.
He was sorry because he was found out.
And there are multitudes of Christians
whose sorrow is no deeper. That is the
sorrow that works death. There is a godly
sorrow, sorrow because I have sinned
against God. “Against You, You only, have
I sinned, and done this evil in Your sight...
For You desire truth in the hidden parts,
honesty where no eye but Yours can see,
transparency where no light but Yours
can penetrate.”
There is a sorrow that means death. There
is a sorrow for sin that works life. Which
is yours? Repentance is not promising to
be better. There are plenty of people who
have been promising to be better ever since
they can remember.
What is repentance? Is it crying? No.
Is it excitement? No. Is it emotion? Is it
kneeling down and groaning? No. Is it
going and hearing preachers? No.
What is it? Jesus Christ tells you in that
beautiful picture in Luke 15. It is a wonderful chapter. There are three examples
in that chapter – the silver, the sheep, and
the son. The sheep was lost out of the fold,
the silver was lost in the house. The sheep
was lost without any intention of being
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lost, but it was lost. The silver was lost in
the house through somebody’s carelessness, and it may be there is somebody lost
in your house, in your church, through
somebody’s carelessness. God help you to
find out who that somebody is!
The son was lost, and it was his own fault.
He was a prodigal before he left home.
He was a rebel before he got a penny of
his fortune. He was guilty the moment
he said to himself, “I will demand the
portion...”
When the sheep went astray a man went
after it. When the silver was lost a woman
went after it. When the son went astray
nobody went after him. Why? Because he
was a man, because he was accountable to
God for his own act.
Why didn’t the father gather his servants
and say, “Look here, I have lost my boy, let
us go and find him and bring him back
in spite of himself?” Because if they had
brought him back again he would have
been a prodigal still, he would have been
a rebel inside the house as well as out of it,
for no man comes till he returns. Heaven
and the Bible, Christ and Calvary, the
Holy Spirit and eternity stand absolutely
defeated before the human will. Do not
forget it.

He had to come back
every inch of the way
The prodigal went astray, step by step
away into the far country, and he had to
come back every inch of the way, and he
didn’t send a letter home to his father
saying, “If you will send the old chariot
I will come home.” He had to walk back
every inch himself, with bleeding feet
and aching head, and broken heart. He
had to do it.
“But,” you say, “the father ran to meet
him.” Yes, he did, and He will run to
meet you when He sees you coming, but
you must come. Coming is repentance.
Repentance is the response of the enlightened, redeemed man to the call of God,
the “I will” of the soul.
It is putting your hand on your heart and
getting hold of what has been your curse,
the thing that has chained you. There may
be a dozen sins in a man’s life, but there is
one predominating, all-prevailing sin that
enslaves and damns, and if that sin goes
everything goes. It is putting your hand to
your heart and plucking that out root and
branch and saying to God, “There it is, and
I will die before I will sin again.”
Have you repented in that fashion?
Don’t talk about Church membership,
don’t insult God by talking about the
Communion until you have done this.
“Repent!” Make a full surrender to God.
Repentance, when it is done, is such a

beautiful thing that Jesus Himself said,
“There is joy in heaven over one sinner that
repents.” There are some of you who do not
understand why you have no peace and no
joy. I know if you have no joy and no peace
it is because you have never turned to God
wholly. Some of you say, “I want peace.”
Never mind peace; do as you are told, and
peace will come.
There are some people more concerned
about happy feelings, ecstasies and joys
than they are about putting God in His
place. You honour God, and you will
have peace.
“The kingdom of God is not meat and
drink, but righteousness and peace.”
Righteousness, that means rightness,
wholeness, harmony – and then the music.
There will be no music till the instrument
is put in tune. You know where you have
to yield; you know the point of controversy between you and God; you know
the thing that has hindered you, you know
the thing that robbed you, you know the
thing that has darkened your sky, you
know the thing that has come between
you and God, you know the thing about
which you have persisted in having your
own way and not God’s. When you yield
on that thing, you will repent.
Repentance is turning from sin to God.
Repentance is getting hold of that which is
your curse by the hair of its head and tearing it out by the roots. Pride is one of them.
Pride can be as damning as drunkenness
– and is. There is pride of face, pride of
place, pride of grace, and pride of race.
We need saving from our good self, our
religious self, our spiritual self – as much
as from our bad self. Satan is very subtle
and if he cannot hinder by our badness,
he will hinder by our goodness.
Pride, self-righteousness, sham, fraud,
hypocrisy, lust, duplicity – the sin in your
life which enslaves you, let it go. Kill it
– and all other things in your life that
are wrong will slink away like so many
whipped curs.
Have you repented? Have you turned
from sin to God?
“Be watchful, and strengthen the things
which remain, that are ready to die: for I
have not found your works perfect before
God. Remember therefore how you have
received and heard, and hold fast, and
repent... As many as I love, I rebuke and
chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent
(Revelation 3:2&3,19).”
Will you do it now? Turn from sin to
God, from darkness to light. The Spirit
enlightens, the Spirit breeds tenderness,
the Spirit coaxes, woos, tries to win. God
the Holy Spirit is doing His work in your
heart, but, brother, you must submit.
When you submit wholly, that is repentance. God help you to do it!
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More than

Conquerors!
by Seth Rees

“In all these things we are more than conquerors
through him that loved us (Romans 8:37).”
T is a tremendous thing to be a conqueror in all the conflicts of the holy
war, but it is vastly greater to be “more
than conqueror in all these things.”
Many of God’s people are defeated again
and again. If God has provided for a life of
victory, a life of perfect triumph, we ought
to know it; and if the Atonement made
on the Cross provided a salvation that is
as big as all our need, we ought to possess
it; and if there is such a thing as being a
“conqueror,” yea, “more than conqueror,”
we cannot afford to come short of it.
To be “more than conqueror” means,
first, a decisive victory at home, in our
own heart, and our own life.
To be more than conqueror means to
get a victory that settles something permanently; so it will stay fixed. When we
get this victory, we say “No” to satan so
loud that it rings through every corridor
of hell and lets all the devils know they are
defeated and we are triumphant. When
this occurs satan is not constantly renewing his attack at the same point.
Do you know that a real Christian’s trials and testings ought to be new ones, and
that he ought not to be fighting the same
battle again and again? Today we ought to
get a victory that will settle things, so that
when satan comes again he will have to
attack us from another quarter and with
some new scheme.
There is something radically wrong
when a Christian’s temptations are the
same again and again. It is possible for us
to have a victory, and have it so the devil
will know it, the angels will know it, and
we will know it, and it will be no longer an
open question, no longer an inducement
to satan to come again with rallied forces.
Great God, give us something that is fixed!
He wants to do it. It is His will today.

I
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It is one thing for a ship to cast off her
lines, spread her sails with all her flags flying, and sail proudly out of the harbour,
but it is another thing for her to meet the
raging tempests and successfully ride the
high sea and come safely into port.
It is one thing for a man to be converted,
to be gloriously converted, to throw off
the lines and restraint of sin, to spread his
canvas to the wind and with hopes and
flags flying high, sail out in the time of a
series of meetings, and it is another thing
for him to meet the storms of next week
and the raging billows of next month.
It is another thing for him to meet these
trials and testings and come finally in, not
like an old battered ship with her sails all
torn away, pulled by a tug, but with flags
flying to come sweeping into the Kingdom of Jesus Christ with “an abundant
entrance.”
If God has provided a gospel that will
settle us well, He has provided grace that
will keep us settled. If He has provided a
salvation that will give us a victory today,
He has grace enough to run us over the
trials and difficulties of next month, and
on and up forever. God help us to believe
it, and expect it, instead of planning for
failure.
Again, beloved, to be more than conqueror means to get a victory from which
we derive benefit and help to qualify us
and fit us for future encouragement. It’s
one thing to chase the enemy, and it is
another to capture him and bring him
back and make him fight in our ranks.
To be conqueror is to fight the devil and
defeat him, but to be more than conqueror
is to capture him and make him act as
slave for us.
Most Christians feel satisfied if they
succeed in chasing the enemy, but God
clearly teaches us that we are not only to
chase our enemies, but we are to overtake
them, and we are to capture men from the

ranks of the devil and bring them back to
the Cross and have the devils cast out, and
make saints out of sinners and warriors for
God out of men who have been possessed
of the devil.
There are some victories that are overwhelming, then there are victories that
cost almost as much as defeat. You may
gain a victory over satan, and yet feel so
weak and exhausted when you get through
that you won’t be fit for another fight for
a long time.
The text talks about something that is
not only victory, but is more than victory.
It is victory with some left; so we overcome
with resources in store; we defeat the devil
with grace enough to defeat another devil.
This gospel is big enough, and this grace
is great enough not only to defeat the
existing devils, but if there were a million
times as many devils as there are, it would
defeat them all.
God has grace enough for His people, if
they will only accept it, to accomplish the
impossible things as well as the improbable things. To be more than conquerors
means to do just that. It is a wonderful
thing to be a conqueror, but it is a much
more wonderful thing to be “more than
conqueror.”
David was more than conqueror when
he went against the giant with five rounds
of ammunition, and slew the giant with
one round and came back with four,
ready for four more giants. You would
probably have felt good if you downed the
giant with the last shot, but David felled
him the first time. That was “more than
conqueror.”
That was conquering with something
left, but most people when they conquer
have nothing left. God means for us to
conquer with enough left for another fight
right away.
When Paul and Silas were in jail they not
only got out themselves but they took the
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other fellows out. That was “more than
conqueror.” Most people when they get
in jail are glad to get out themselves and
don’t think about the other folks; but
Paul and Silas sang and prayed until the
prison shook and the doors opened and
the prisoners were out.
The Hebrew children were conquerors
when they could walk in the fire and not
be burned, but they were much “more than
conquerors” when the Son of God walked
with them in the flames and they came out
to conquer unbelief and make devils gnash
their teeth in powerless rage and go back
to hell where they came from.
God in heaven save us from this little
two-by-four religion. Give us something
that has life in it and will give others life.
It’s coming! God wants to raise up people
who will dare to go forward in the face of
a regiment of devils.
Again, to be more than conqueror is
to have an experience that gets spoils.
When the Ammonites came up against
Jehoshaphat he cried to God and God
sent a victory so overwhelming that it
took Jehoshaphat three days to gather
up the spoils. God means that we should
have victories all the way along that will
give us spoils.
When the besieged people went out of
the city and found that the camp was deserted, Samaria’s famine was turned into
a great feast in a single day. God means
to give us an experience that will send us
into the famine districts, into the barren
wilderness and make it blossom as the rose
and convert the famine-stricken country
into a feast. Glory to God!
Again, to be more than conqueror means
to take new territory. There are many people who have evidently been filled with the
Spirit, who are as powerless today as they
ever were. To be “more than conqueror”
means to take new territory. It means not
only the knocking down of the walls of
Jericho, but it means the conquering of
31 kings in succession.
There are a great many people who have
been saved, but they are so afraid of being fanatics, or of being extremists, that
they have just settled down to testify to
being saved at a certain time, and that’s
all there is to it.
But people who know what I’m talking
about have victory in their bodies. They
have victory in their circumstances. They
have victory over all sorts of things, and
are daily coming into new places and new
experiences and new joys with new views
of God and His grace, with extended
appreciation of the magnificence of our
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inheritance in Jesus Christ.
They will never find the ashes of our
campfires two nights in the same place.
If they want to find where we stayed last
night they’ll have to go higher up the hill
than where we stayed the night before
last.
The text says “in all these things.” What
things? Firstly, tribulation, and that
means “under the harrow.” The harrow is
a tool with sharp teeth under which the
clods and stones are tumbled and rolled
and knocked to pieces. Have you ever been
under the harrow? Did you have victory
there? Were you more than conqueror in
tribulation?

Worse than
being killed
Harrowing is a great deal worse than
being killed. It is a real luxury to be killed
outright, but to be nagged and punched
and rolled and tumbled and turned over
and over again – that is tribulation. But
“they came up out of great tribulation,”
and they never came up until they had
been “more than conquerors” in it. Unless
we have an experience that will keep us
sweet when people are poking at us and
when they are kicking us and when they
are turning us over, we have not got all
that God has for us.
“Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword?”
God means to make us more than conquerors, not only in tribulation, but in distress; in great distress, in awful distress. In
the history of the Church, again and again
the saints of God have been more than
conquerors in the most trying times.
Persecution! How do you feel when
people persecute you? When you hear that
someone said a mean thing about you?
When you know there are people who
desire to injure you and are malicious and
underhanded and would do anything in
their power to injure you? Are you “more
than conqueror?”
Very few can stand persecution. Why is
it we expect to be treated so much better
than our Master? God in heaven, save
us from whimpering and simpering and
whining and fretting, and give us grace
that will make us triumphant over every
power that is brought to bear against us.
I know a man who read in the newspapers the awful things people said about
him, but it seemed to put a spring in his
step. And I know if God can turn a man

into a jumping-jack when people say all
manner of evil against him, I know that
God can make us “more than conquerors”
in persecution.
“And famine.” There are a lot of Christians who freeze up and sit in silence
when they get into a place where there is a
“famine.” One can find a famine in many
churches – a famine of the Gospel, of real
soul food, but is that any reason why one
should tone down or go into silence and
retirement? It’s an opportunity to prove
that one may be “more than conqueror”
in famine.
I believe that a few people loaded down
with good, steady Holy Spirit gospel, can
turn almost any famine into a feast.
God, make us more than conquerors in
famine. God, give us an experience that
will make us like a well of water in a dry
place. How dry and hungry people are
around us! We do not know how many
souls we might water if we had “plenty
and to spare.”
“Nakedness, peril or the sword.” There
were times when Paul had hardly any
clothes, but he was “more than conqueror”
in nakedness. He never went to making
tents until the stingy churches would
not pay him, and then he made tents
long enough to get him a suit and went
on preaching again. But he was just as
triumphant when he was making tents as
when he was preaching.
I want us to measure up. I believe God
is letting us come to infinitely greater
things than we have yet seen. Will we
possess them?
“In danger of the sword.” How people
are threatened nowadays! Threatened in
the churches and threatened out of the
churches.
I don’t know what is coming, but I do
know we are living in trying times, and
I know the text offers to you and me an
experience that will make us something
“more than conquerors” in any place this
side of the flaming gates of an endless hell,
and by the grace of God I am determined
to stay on that line.
One thing I know. We never get this experience until we receive the Holy Spirit,
for He alone can fight our battles; He
alone can defeat our enemies; He alone
can bring in the supplies. If we have not
received Him, and do not honour Him,
and do not serve Him, we cannot hope
for success. Have you received the Holy
Spirit since you were converted?
O mighty God! Make us more than
conquerors in every single conflict into
which we enter.
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Anathema
maranatha
by Harry Ironside

“If any man does not love the Lord Jesus Christ,
let him be Anathema Maranatha (1 Corinthians
16:22).”
HIS is one of the most incisive
and challenging statements in the
Bible. Incisive because there’s no possibility of misunderstanding it. In two
words it declares the doom of all who
do not love the Lord Jesus.
Challenging, first because of its incisiveness; and second, because of the fact that it
contains two untranslated foreign words,
“Anathema Maranatha,” taken from two
different languages, and which grip our
attention.
“Anathema” is Greek and means “accursed,” or “devoted to judgement.” It is the
same word the apostle uses in Galatians
1:8&9: “But though we, or an angel from
Heaven, preach any other gospel to you
than that which we have preached to you,
let him be accursed. As we said before, so
say I now again, If any man preach any
other gospel to you than that you have
received, let him be accursed.”
The man or angel who misleads others
with a false gospel is under the ban of the
Eternal God – “Anathema,” “accursed,”
“devoted to judgement.”
“Maranatha,” is a compound word, an
18

T

Aramaic expression of Chaldean origin,
translated “our Lord come!” or “the Lord
comes!” It is a vivid reminder that the rejected Christ is to return in glory as Judge
of the living and the dead.
So this strange expression, Anathema
Maranatha,” is saying, “devoted to judgement; our Lord comes.” Paraphrased, it
reads, “If any man does not love the Lord
Jesus Christ, he will be devoted to judgement at the coming of the Lord.” What a
solemn statement!
Notice that according to this passage
unless you are a lover of Christ, unless He
is precious to you, you are not really saved;
and if you are unregenerated, you do not
love Him. More than that, you cannot
love Him even if you try. It’s not in your
power to make yourself love Him. You do
not have in your heart one atom of love
for Christ in your natural condition. And
yet if you do not love Him, you must be
accursed at His coming. Could anything
be more solemn?
Our Lord knows depths of the human
heart, which is “deceitful above all things,
and desperately wicked.” He tells what
He found in it, what proceeds out of it,
and there is no hint of anything good; no
righteousness, no holiness, no love. You
can’t get good things out of the natural

heart because they aren’t there. Hear what
He, who spoke as “never man spoke,” has
said concerning this:
“But those things which proceed out of
the mouth come forth from the heart; and
they defile the man. For out of the heart
proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness,
blasphemies: these are the things which
defile a man: but to eat with unwashed
hands does not defile a man (Matthew
15:18-20).”
In Galatians 5:19-21, the Holy Spirit gives
us a long list of the works of the flesh, but
you search the record in vain to find anything about love or goodness. Listen to the
appalling list: “Now the works of the flesh
are manifest, which are these; Adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness,
idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, variance,
emulations, wrath, strife, seditions, heresies, envyings, murders, drunkenness,
revellings, and such like: of the which I tell
you before, as I have also told you in time
past, that those who do such things shall
not inherit the kingdom of God.”
This is what you and I are capable of by
nature. These are the things that abound
in our hearts. Decency may keep us from
following out all our evil inclinations, but
these are the sins to which we are liable,
one person just as much as another, if
exposed to temptation. It is written: “As
in water face reflects face, So the heart of
man reflects man.” And again, “All have,
sinned, and come short of the glory of
God.”
If then the great test of salvation is love
for the Lord Jesus Christ, and you don’t
possess that love, you are lost, no matter
how respectable your outward life may be.
And if you say to yourself, “From now on I
am going to love Him; I will make myself
devoted to Him,” let me warn you not to
try, for your efforts will end in disappointment and despair. You do not love the
Lord Jesus Christ if unregenerated, and
you cannot love Him unless God Himself
produces that love within your soul.
By this we see the absolute necessity of a
second birth. We understand why it is that
“except a man be born again, he cannot see
the kingdom of God... That which is born
of the flesh is flesh,” and there is no possible way by which it can be changed into
spirit. The works of the flesh are unholy;
the will of the flesh is ever opposed to the
will of God. “The carnal mind,” which is
the mind of the flesh, “...is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can be.”
Hence man as born after the flesh is hopelessly lost, unless God intervenes.
But blessed be His Name, that “which
is born of the Spirit is spirit.” It is posPrepare the Way

sible for man, totally depraved though he
is by nature, to be regenerated by divine
power, born again by the Word of God
and the Spirit of God, and so become a
new creature in Christ Jesus, producing
fruit for God.
Some of you may object to that old
theological term, “total depravity.” You
don’t like to think of yourself as quite
so far gone. But man as created by God
is tripartite – spirit, and soul, and body.
If in every part, man has been affected
by the fall, then he has become totally
affected, and inasmuch as he has been
affected not for good, but for evil – he is
totally depraved.
Your body is depraved. No man possesses today the splendid physique that our
first parents possessed from the moment
of their creation. Your body is subject to
all kinds of ills, sickness, weakness, pain,
and death. And moreover, every one of
your natural appetites is depraved. Not
one of them functions exactly as originally
intended. “God made men upright, but
they have sought out many devices.” Every
physical appetite is capable of perversion,
and with this perversion comes sure and
certain ill effects, all the result of sin:
“Receiving in themselves the due penalty
of their error (Romans 1:27).”
Your soul is depraved. The soul is the
seat of your entire emotional nature. But
what man would dare to say that his emotions are all under divine control? He cannot trust himself when under the power
of strong emotion even for a moment.
Your affections cannot be depended upon.
You wound and injure the very ones you
profess to love the most.
How true the words of that wretched
man, Oscar Wilde, who wrote, “Each man
kills the thing he loves.”
Your spirit is depraved. The spirit is
the highest part of man, that which distinguishes him from the brute creation;
that which gives him the ability to form
judgements, and above all else to hear the
voice of God speaking to him. “The spirit
of man is the candle of the Lord, searching
all the inward parts of the belly.”
Have we not all turned away from Him
in our pride, preferring our own will to
the will of God? “The lusts of... the mind”
are as vile in His sight as “the lusts of the
flesh.”
And yet it is to such men that the Spirit
of God says, “If any man does not love the
Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema
Maranatha” – devoted to judgement at
the Lord’s return! This ought to stir our
hearts, and lead us to cry to God to do
for us what we cannot do for ourselves; to
create in us a clean heart; to implant His
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divine love; to subdue these stubborn wills
of ours; and to claim us for Himself.
And this is exactly what He offers to do
in the Gospel. So that He might effect this
change in us, that He might impart to us a
new life, the very nature of which is love.
The only way we can begin to love Him
is by believing the Gospel message, and
trusting Him as our personal Saviour.

Fix your eyes
on the thorncrowned Saviour
It is when I learn that “the Son of God...
loved me, and gave himself for me,” that
my heart cries out, “We love him, because
he first loved us.” I beg of you, take time
to stand in faith at the foot of Calvary’s
Cross! By the aid of the Word of God
which so clearly depicts that awful scene,
fix your eyes on the wounded, bleeding
Sufferer, the thorn-crowned Saviour,
hanging there upon the nails for you.
Listen to His tender pleading: “Father,
forgive them, for they know not what they
do.” Hear His cry of anguish as He took
the lost sinner’s place, and bore the lost
sinner’s judgement, “My God, my God,
why have You forsaken me?”
And say to yourself over and over until
you believe it with all your heart: “It was
all for me; He died that I might live; He
loved me even unto death.”
As you thus put your heart’s trust in
Him, and believe in Him as your own
Saviour, you will find He imparts a new
nature, and this nature manifests itself
in love. You will love Him, and you will
love His people, because the love of God
will be shed abroad in your heart by the
Holy Spirit.
See how this blessed truth is illustrated
in the life of John Newton. He was a slave
trader, drunkard, utterly godless, until,
broken down by grace divine, he gazed
by faith upon the suffering Saviour. Hear
him sing:
“In evil long I took delight,
Unawed by shame or fear;
Till a new Object met my sight
And stopped my wild career.
“I saw One hanging on a tree,
In agony and blood;
He fixed His dying eyes on me,
As near His Cross I stood.
“Sure never till my latest breath,
Can I forget that look;
It seemed to charge me with His death,
Though not a word He spoke.
“My conscience felt and owned my guilt.
And plunged me in despair;
I saw my sins His blood had spilt,
And helped to nail Him there.

“A second look He gave, which said,
I freely all forgive;
This blood is for thy ransom paid;
I die that thou may’st live.”
And John Newton was a new man; the
old vile life was ended forever, and from
that hour he loved the Lord Jesus Christ
above every earthly friend, above everything this world could offer. And so at
last he could say:
“Then I, who trembling learned to see
That I my Lord had slain,
Was fined with peace, because for me
He bore that grief and pain.
“Thus while His death my sin displays
In all its blackest hue;
Such is the mystery of grace,
It seals my pardon too.”
Oh, that every unsaved person might
see what John Newton saw, might believe
what John Newton believed, and then he
too would love the Lord Jesus Christ, and
be forever freed from the danger of judgement at His coming.
People say that “love begets love.” Surely
if this is ever true it ought to be true of the
love of God to mankind. We are told that
“God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whoever believes
in Him should not die, but have everlasting life.” And again, “In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because
God sent His only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through Him.
Herein is love, not that we loved God, but
that He loved us, and sent His Son to be
the propitiation for our sins.”
Because we were dead in trespasses and
in sins, the love of God caused Him to
send His blessed Son, that in Him we
might receive eternal life. Because we were
guilty and deserving of His judgement, He
sent His Son to be the atonement for our
sins. It is as the Holy Spirit brings these
truths in power upon our souls that we
become partakers of the divine nature,
and we love Him who has so wondrously
undertaken for us.
Apart from the manifestation of God
in Christ, there is no revelation of divine
love. In His provision for man’s need and
comfort, we have many evidences of His
goodness, but His love is shown in the
Cross. “God showed His love toward us,
in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ
died for us.”
Who can fathom the wickedness of the
man who tramples such grace beneath his
feet, and persists in sinning against love
like this? Need we wonder that the Holy
Sprit has said, “If any man does not love
the Lord Jesus Christ, let him be Anathema Maranatha” (devoted to judgement
at the Lord’s coming)?
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Hold Fast! Pray Through!
by W. C. Moore

W

ITH the serious falling away
among Christian people apparent in our day, many despair of ever
again seeing a real Holy Spirit revival.
But Peter, moved by the Holy Spirit,
shows us that the prophecy of Joel is
for the Church age (Acts 2:14-20). The
Church age began on the day of Pentecost, and continues to today. God
promises, “It shall come to pass in the
last days, says God, I will pour out of
My Spirit upon all flesh (Acts 2:17).
We should never be discouraged, but
we have failed God, and we should get
solemn about it. God wants us to realise
that revival is needed, that when we meet
His conditions, revival will come, and that
it must be prayed down. There is a time for
rejoicing and shouting, but it is after the
solemn assembly (see Joel 2:12-27).
God is faithful. As we humble ourselves,
and pray, and seek His face, and turn
from our wicked ways, He will hear from
heaven (2 Chronicles 7:14), even in these
days, “For with God nothing shall be
impossible (Luke 1:37).”
As we think of the awful sins among
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professing Christians today, and the
abounding iniquity that prevails, it is well
to remember that even after the Jews had
rejected the Lord Jesus, had crucified the
Son of God – even then God sent a mighty
revival and gathered in a remnant of the
Jews, beginning on the day of Pentecost
and continuing for several years thereafter
before He, for a time, cut them off.
Just so, in these last days, before He cuts
off the Gentiles from His favour, God
will send a revival, a time of refreshing
from the presence of the Lord, when
souls shall be saved, and the wise virgins
shall be made ready for the coming of the
Heavenly Bridegroom, Jesus.
In a time of Israel’s decline, God sent
John the Baptist to “Prepare the way before” the Lord (Malachi 3:1; Isaiah 40:3).
John, one man, was a forerunner of Jesus.
The Church is one body but with many
members. God works through groups of
people in the Church age. It will not be
one outstanding prophet who will prepare
the way for the second coming of Jesus.
But God, raising up a remnant, will send
them forth in the power of the Spirit to
sound the alarm (Joel 2:1) and get the

hungry and humble Christians ready for
the coming of the Lord, with lamps all
trimmed and burning, and vessels filled
with oil – filled with the Holy Spirit.
John the Baptist’s coming was foretold
(Matthew 3:3), but it also took prayer to
get the prophecies fulfilled. In fact, he appeared on the scene directly in answer to
prayer, for the angel told Zacharias, “Your
prayer is heard; and your wife... shall bear
a son... John (Luke 1:13).”
So revival must also be prayed down.
Though prophesied in the Book of Joel,
yet the revival will come directly in answer
to prayer (see Luke 18:1-8, Joel 2:12-17, Joel
2:18-29).
“I will yet be enquired of... to do it
(Ezekiel 36:37).” The Lord says, “Ask...
(Matthew 7:7).”
John was born at a time when it appeared
most unlikely that a child could be born,
for both Zacharias and his wife were old,
and Elisabeth was barren (Luke 1:5-7). In
like manner this end of the age revival
which we now look for, will come in the
midst of a “desert” condition (Isaiah 40:3;
43:19; 44:3), when such a thing seems
impossible.
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The “desert” condition prevailing in so
many churches today is one of the signs
– not of the final state of the Church – but
of the condition the Church will be in
when revival from heaven comes.
“I will even make... rivers in the desert
(Isaiah 43:19).” “I will pour water upon
him that is thirsty, and floods upon the
dry ground: I will pour My Spirit upon
your seed (Isaiah 44:3).” Let us not take
away anything from these prophecies of
God.
It was said of John that he should “go before Him (Jesus)... to turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children... to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord (Luke 1:17).”
This is the work of God’s revival remnant
in these last days before the second coming of Christ – to turn the people back to
God, and to stir them up to get ready for
the Lord’s returning!
Today, it is to those who are hungry for
more of God, to those who are grieved
because of the fearful conditions existing
among God’s people – that the Lord is
speaking, and from that remnant will He
yet call a people to go before Him in the
power of the Holy Spirit – to prepare the
way for the second coming of the Lord.
Let us believe the message of God’s
Word, though our faith may be tested
(Luke 18:7&8).
Let those who are praying for revival be
encouraged. God wants us to be concerned
about the prayerlessness, lack of love, gossiping, shallowness, frivolity, worldliness
and slothfulness of professing Christians
in these days. God notices and approves
when we are “grieved for the affliction
(Amos 6:6)” of His people. See how He
marks and spares those who “sigh and that
cry for all the abominations done in the
midst (Ezekiel 9:4-6).”
“For He has satisfied the thirsty soul,
And the hungry soul He has filled with
what is good (Psalm 107:9).”
God, who has put that “cry” for revival
in our heart and soul, that same Holy God
is faithful to answer that heart-cry of His
own Blood-bought people “who cry day
and night to Him (Luke 18:7&8).” So let
us “always... pray and not... faint (Luke
18:1).”
The same Holy Spirit who inspired Joel
to write of the coming revival is stirring
up the hearts of the hungry and humble
saints of God in these last days to pray and
believe and hold on for the fulfilment of
those promises that God will restore the
things which the Church has lost (Joel
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2:25-27), and that He will give us the rain
from heaven – the harvest rain – the
outpouring of the Spirit to prepare us for
the coming of the Lord, even the former
rain and the latter rain in the first month
(Joel 2:21-32).
Hold on in faith, praying the prayer
for revival which the Holy Spirit has put
on your heart until God answers. Then
continue walking in the Spirit (Galatians
5:16), and in faith and obedience until
Jesus comes!
Do not let the foolish virgins steal your
oil!
Jesus says, “According to your faith be it
unto you (Matthew 9:29).” Cherish every
bit of faith you have, every bit of hunger
for revival that God, by the movings of
His Spirit, puts into your heart. Trim your
lamp, my brother, my sister, and parley not
with those who have no faith for revival.

Obey the urgings of the Holy Spirit deep
in your own soul, and pray through!
“Then shall we know, if we follow on to
know the Lord... And He shall come unto
us as the rain, as the latter and former rain
to the earth (Hosea 6:3).”
“Blow the trumpet in Zion, and sound
an alarm in My holy mountain... for the
day of the Lord... is near at hand... Gather
the people... assemble the elders... Let...
the ministers of the Lord, weep... and let
them say, ‘Spare Your people, O Lord, and
do not give Your heritage to reproach, that
the heathen should rule over them...
“Then will the Lord be jealous for His
land, and pity His people. Yes, the Lord
will answer... And it shall come to pass,
that whosoever shall call on the name of
the Lord shall be delivered: for in Mount
Zion... shall be deliverance, as the Lord has
said, and in the remnant whom the Lord
shall call (Joel 2:1-32).”
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by David Gardiner
Brenton Brown
Because Of Your Love
Distributed by Maranatha Record Co.

Prior to his first solo effort
very few people knew Brenton
Brown by name, yet his songs
have been sung all over the
world. On this, his second album, there were fewer “surprise”
moments in discovering which
old favourites he’d actually written (apart from All Who Are
Thirsty,
which I’d
always
thought
was a
Robin
Mark
number).
This means that the majority
of these 13 songs are new, an
exciting prospect for all in need
of a source of new songs to sing.
What’s great about this album
is the simple instrumentation.
Most worship teams don’t
have a 30-piece band and these
arrangements show how just a
handful of instruments can be
used very effectively in filling up
sonic space.
It’s clear that Brenton has no
aspirations to be a superstar, and
all the songs are simply a vehicle
for the worship of God. He is
a worship leader in the classic
sense. Added to the quality of
the songs is also a mini who’swho in the credits, with Paul
Baloche, Matt Maher, Kathryn
Scott, Sarah Mcintosh and

Leeland all contributing vocally.
There’s even a home connection,
with Tree63’s bassist playing on
the whole album.
A highly recommended album
for anyone who likes Paul Baloche, Brian Doerkson or Matt
Redman.

Saltt
Light that shines
Distributed by Integrity
Media Africa
Once a year the groot kokedore
of South African churches
gather in Bloemfontein for
the “South African Leadership Training Time” headed
up by NCMI. Up until 2000
the music of the conference
was recorded, but then those
involved decided the recordings
were getting in the way of the
worship.
However, once last year’s conference was
under way
there was a
feeling that
something
special was
happening which
needed to be recorded to inspire
others. With great times of free
worship and crafty production,
this album is sure to do just
that. It’s great to hear a common
thread of the Spirit running
through the album despite a
rather large number of worship
leaders – including Alan Frow,
Jon Daniel, Reana Nel, Ryan
Matthews and Aiden Whitaker,
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each bringing a different
flavour.
It’s not often so many leaders
can get together and actually put aside their egos to play
together, and the fact that the
songs are also good means their
initial hunch was a good one.
Most of the songs were also
written by the leaders, making
this another great selection for
other churches.
America and England have
their fair share of good quality
yearly conference recordings, so
perhaps it’s time for SALTT to
take up the mantle in this country, especially since the quality
of the songs and music is equal
to those international occasions.

Zane Meas
Hart Van Die Vader
Distributed by Brettian
Productions

If the face looks familiar it’s no
surprise, since this is indeed the
same Zane Meas who appears
regularly as Neville Mientjies in
local drama 7de Laan. But make
no mistake, he’s not pushing out
this album to trade off his already established name because
his music
is something
he’s been
passionate about
for a long
time.
Something else he’s passionate
about is the restoration of God’s
family pattern, and while the
songs on this album could be
classified as worship the family
theme runs deep, especially
in the three short preaching
segments on the track list. To
emphasise the point there are
also plenty of pictures of Zane’s
own family brightening up the
lyric sheet.
The songs are injected with a
range of sounds including Jazz
(Hier is ek Heer), Reggae beats
(God in my Hart), Orchestral
(Waar is die Liefde) and even
some Afro pop just for fun on
the final cut, Koortjie Medley.
Zane has been given a plat-

form and it’s admirable to see
him using it for God’s glory,
producing new worship songs
and delivering a strong message for all families in South
Africa. English listeners, fear
not! If you’re disappointed that
you can’t enjoy this music then
you’ll be pleased to know that
Zane is working on an English
album.

Planetshakers
All for Love
Distributed by Integrity
Media Africa

It must be quite a task to write
a whole CD of new songs every
year and get them polished
enough to record live – yet annually conferences like Planetshakers manage to consistently
deliver the goods.
Planetshakers’ music is usually
branded as youth worship, and
the crowd-moving numbers are
there in full force, particularly
on the first half of the album.
Once the rowdiness is toned
down, however, it’s clear they
are not simply about being noisy
but that real worship happens at
these events. Some of the songs
stretch to 8 minutes and beyond
as the crowd keeps things going with their enthusiasm – a
wonderful thing to hear from
a few thousand young people.
The final track, Anthem, is 11
minutes long but only has about
20 words to it.
This being such a large gathering means
the songs
are musically impressive but
melodically
and lyrically
simple, so
even the tone-deaf, slowest readers in the crowd will have picked
them up after a few verses and
added their voices to the deafening roar. For the aspiring young
worship team this means the
songs will be hard to learn to
play but catchy once they’ve got
them down. Another worthy
addition to their huge collection.
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Son of well known
Chinese pastor beaten

China Aid Association (CAA)
has learned that Zhang Jian, the
elder son of Pastor “Bike” Zhang
Mingxuan, was severely beaten
by Public Security Bureau (PSB)
officials while at home with his
mother, Xie Fenglan, in Beijing
on October 16.
Xie Fenglan has testified that
at about noon Beijing time, 15
Beijing PSB officers entered
their residence and secured the
exits before severely beating
Zhang Jian with iron bars for
25 minutes.
“As Zhang Jian lay bleeding
profusely, his mother called an
ambulance, but the receptionist
told her that a higher government authority gave a directive
not to dispatch any ambulance
to rescue her son because he is
related to Pastor Bike Zhang,”
said the
C A A
spokesperson.
“ H i s
doctor
later said Zhang Jian’s right eye
may lose sight forever because of
the severe damage. Pastor Bike
Zhang, who was travelling in
Yunnan province at the time,
is currently unable to be contacted. It is assumed he has been
detained by authorities.”
CAA said that Xie Fenglan,
was later kicked out of her apartment. The family’s furniture was
thrown into the street.

During the past 22 years,
Pastor Bike and his family
members have been arrested,
beaten and evicted from their
home numerous times because
of their Christian faith, yet he
and his family continue to serve
the house church Christians in
Beijing.

God is Moving In the
Land of Abraham

From the four corners of the
country they gathered in a remote location in eastern Iraq.
By bus, car, airplanes, some
came on foot. Many risked their
very lives to attend this yearly
prayer conference organised
for all Iraqi believers – Arab
and Kurd.
Many told stories of heroic
faith that kept them through
war zones, perils from kidnapping and ethnic harassment. We
all had come for one purpose,
to unite together and seek God
in prayer and worship for the
hearts and souls of Iraq.
The heavy burdens of war and
turmoil carried on the backs
of the people of Iraq are being
laid down and replaced with
the wings of a spiritual revival
not seen in modern history.
Countless Iraqis are coming to
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Christ daily, many of them from
an Islamic background. Day
after day I heard the testimonies
of those who had conversions
to Christ through visions and
dreams. Some had come to
Christ through simply reading
an Arabic Bible they had been
given. Several converts were
baptised in water as a public
confession of their faith.
God is fulfilling His promise
and is pouring out His Spirit
upon the sons and daughters in
the Land of Abraham!

How Rock Hudson
received Christ

Susan Stafford, the original
hostess of America’s Wheel of
Fortune TV show, has revealed
how she was present when a
Catholic priest led Rock Hudson in the “sinner’s prayer” to
receive Jesus Christ into his life
just hours before his death on
October 2, 1985 of complications from AIDS.
“Yes, it is true that Rock Hudson accepted Jesus Christ on his
deathbed. I was staying with
Rock Hudson and
Shirley and
Pat Boone
also came
up to pray
with him.
“Rock
was a Roman Catholic and so we called
in Father Sweeney and he prayed
the ‘sinner’s prayer,’ with him
and then I prayed as did one of

his nurses called Toni,” she said.
“I later did Rock’s funeral.”

India’s Anti-Christian
violence unparalleled

Despite the deployment of
thousands of central and state
law enforcement troops, the violence in Orissa, India continues
to inflict daily casualties and
massive damage to Christian
properties.
The Rev. Madhu Chandra,
All India Christian Council
Regional Secretary, said, “The
death tolls are climbing, but
less than a hundred are confirmed. Perhaps this is why the
Orissa attacks haven’t gained
international attention the
worst violation of the freedom
of religion in any democracy in
recent history.
“The attackers believe India is
only for Hindus and their stated
purpose is to convert people
to Hinduism or force them to
leave. To accomplish this, they
only need to kill one or two
people in each village or church.
This is clearly terrorism and
ethnic cleansing, but few Indian
leaders are admitting it.”

Prepare the Way day

There will be one more
Prepare the Way day this year
– on November 23. Peter
Pollock will be preaching,
and you are invited to make
a day of it and stay for a
(free!) braai and fellowship
afterwards. For more details,
please phone (033) 3307 135.
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A morning prayer

Almighty God, as I cross the threshold of this day
I commit myself, soul, body, affairs, friends, to Your care.
Watch over, keep, guide, direct, sanctify, bless me.
Incline my heart to Your ways.
Mould me wholly into the image of Jesus,
as a potter forms clay.
May my lips be a well-tuned harp to sound Your praise.
Let those around see me living by Your Spirit,
trampling the world underfoot,
unconformed to lying vanities,
transformed by a renewed mind,
clad in the entire armour of God,
shining as a never-dimmed light,
showing holiness in all my doings.
Let no evil this day soil my thoughts, words, hands.
May I travel miry paths with a life pure from spot or stain.
In needful transactions let my affection be in heaven,
and my love soar upwards in flames of fire,
my gaze fixed on unseen things,
my eyes open to the emptiness,
fragility, mockery of earth and its vanities.
May I view all things in the mirror of eternity,
waiting for the coming of my Lord,
listening for the last trumpet call,
hastening unto the new heaven and earth.
Order this day all my communications according
to Your wisdom, and to the gain of mutual good.
Forbid that I should not be profited or made profitable.
May I speak each word as if my last word,
and walk each step as my final one.
If my life should end today,
let this be my best day.
From an old Puritan prayer
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