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A VERY unusual revival in Damas-
cus in the 1860s started without 

a single Christian being directly 
involved! 

Abd el Karim was a leader of one par-
ticular sect within the Islamic popula-
tion of Damascus. He had a longing to 
know God more, and so did several oth-
ers from the mosque. In 1860 they began 
holding special times of prayer and read-
ing the Qur’an. As time passed and no 
new move of God came, they began to 
grow uneasy, dissatisfied with their faith 
and its apparent lack of answers. Their 
dissatisfaction turned to desperation. 

Then one night one of their number 
had a dream. In it he saw their group at 
prayer, and a glorious shining figure ap-
pearing to them. They were all terrified 
and cried out: “Who are you, Lord?” “I 
am the truth you are seeking,” the figure 
replied, “I am Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God.” 

When the dream was shared with 
the rest of the group they were greatly 
afraid. They knew only too well that any 
Muslim converting to Christ would be 
killed. And yet they all agreed that to 
know God was their heart’s desire and 
so they continued the prayer meetings, 
asking God to confirm His word. 

One night they all had the same dream 
of Jesus. They awoke with joyful cries of 
“I have seen Him!” and with one accord 
they all gave their hearts to Jesus Christ 
and felt the Holy Spirit fill them. Great 
was the joy in those meetings, and soon 
word got round that God was doing a 
new thing. In a short time their number 

had grown to 250 men. 
The Muslim authorities realised that 

something had to be done, so they ar-
rested 14 of the leaders. Abd el Karim, 
as the main leader, was found guilty of 
blaspheming the prophet Mohammed 
and was martyred. The rest were ban-
ished to Libya, their wives and children 
left destitute on the streets of Damascus. 

Yet the love of Christ had taken root 
in many hearts in the city through the 
witness of these men and women, so the 
wives and children were taken in and 
cared for by new converts. Some sold 
what possessions they had and shared 
the proceeds with their destitute fellow 
believers. 

The Lord raised up new leaders, too. 
Ahmed el Sahhar was a soldier, but also 
a man of deep prayer. One day he, too, 
saw a vision of Jesus Christ in glory and 
was converted on the spot. He ran into 
the barracks crying: “Jesus Christ is my 
God!” 

Appalled at such blasphemy, the 
Muslim soldiers seized Ahmed, filled 
his mouth with dirt, bound him with a 
chain and began to beat him. 

Then Jesus spoke to him: “Break your 
chains!” He flexed his muscles and 
the iron chain broke. So they brought 
stronger chains, but the same thing 
happened – and twice more! At such a 
show of Christ’s power the soldiers fled 
in fear. 

Ahmed was given a speedy discharge 
from the army and returned to Damas-
cus a free man. He strengthened the new 
flock there and witnessed fearlessly to 
Christ. The numbers of converts grew 
steadily, and by the end of 1870 there 
were more than 4 000 men (as well as 
women and children) meeting together 
for prayer and worship as a church of Je-
sus Christ, frequently attended by signs 
and wonders. 
Source: The Revival of Christianity in 
Syria, (London, 1872).

I am the truth you are seeking
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by Peter Pollock

AS a kid, brought up in Presby-
terian tradition, God and His 

Bible were to be both feared and 
respected. My earliest recollections 
would have been about a book of 
rules, and punishments galore for 
offenders. Plague! Fire! Famine! 
And what about the time the earth 
opened up and swallowed all those 
dissidents? Not easily forgotten or 
dismissed by a young mind.

Certainly, God was awesome, sov-
ereign and to be feared! From time to 
time, as I have shared testimony, I have 
joked much and heartily about those 
early days. Indeed, I will never forget the 
fear of being caught laughing or acting 
irreverently when once a month, as Sun-
day school kids, we were allowed into 
the adult service. The church was holy 
ground and we did not dare overstep the 
mark! 

And certainly we knew that drugs 
were forbidden and that you don’t play 
“glassy-glassy” games with the devil. 
All that was scary. Freaky. Out of the 
question. It was not even a debate. You 
avoided them like the plague!

Religious? Legalistic? Maybe. But I 
thank God for my Presbyterian up-
bringing because whatever the excesses 
or the imbalances, there was a core 
message and it got home loud and clear 
– THE FEAR of GOD is the BEGIN-
NING of WISDOM! 

As God’s prophet Jeremiah declared: 
“I, by My Spirit, will give them single-
mindedness, so that they will always 
fear me. I will never stop doing good for 
them so I will inspire them to fear Me so 
that they will never turn away.”

The Holy Spirit motivates the fear 
of God. The Holy Spirit’s main task is 
to convict us of sin, righteousness and 
judgement; constantly remind us of our 

sinful and godless natures and underlin-
ing the consequences of trying to live a 
life without Jesus. 

But “fools” despise discipline! A “fool” 
in the Bible is an unbeliever and most 
assuredly if all God says in His Word 
is true, then finally one day we will all 
realise just how idiotic and eternally 
damning it was to ignore Jesus. Noth-
ing could be more foolish, if the Bible is 
true!

The kindness & 
the sternness

Romans 11:22 teaches of the “kindness” 
and “sternness” of God. He is a God of 
love and of justice. Together! Yes, both 
at the same time. 

Believe it or not, they are hugely com-
patible. And the balance is vital, because 
when His kindness is ignored God is 
portrayed as a heartless tyrant, but when 
his sternness is ignored he is painted as a 
doting father. 

The truth is that God is absolutely 
neither! In a nutshell, it is about fearing 
God and yet not to be afraid of Him! 
That might sound like a contradiction 
but it underlines that fearing Him is not 
only extremely healthy, but is also hugely 
misunderstood. The fear has more to do 

with his awesomeness than necessarily 
fearing discipline and punishment for 
disobedience. This, of course, does not 
come easily to our understanding.

At the outset, let us acknowledge that 
going overboard on God’s kindness and 
mercy, a sort of cheap grace, has pro-
duced no fruit for the modern church. 

“The doctrine of love and grace af-
fects the carnal heart not at all,” wrote 
noted Christian author, A.W. Tozer. “If 
anything it merely confirms us in our 
arrogance and self-righteousness. That is 
why the efforts of liberal and borderline 
moderates to woo men to God present-
ing the soft option is an unqualified evil 
because it ignores the reason for our 
alienation, sin! Nobody can know the 
true grace of God who has not known 
the fear of God,” continued Tozer. 

The judicial system is the bastion, the 
key element in any society. Justice is a 
delicate balance that revolves around 
respect for that judicial system, and it 
is essential that this legislative process 
deals firmly with sin and transgression. 

It is a divine principle and truth that 
when God’s wisdom and awesomeness 
are acknowledged and respected, the 
result is a healthy fear and confidence. 
God sets the rules and they govern life’s 

Fearing 
yet not 

afraid!
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game. They are the framework, the skel-
eton around which life revolves. 

It is not a penal system that God set 
out to snare us. God is not out to get us! 
Rather, it is a set of awesome principles 
that ensure peace and co-existence and a 
smooth-running society. We, as hu-
mans, need well-defined boundaries and 
it is essential to have complete clarity 
and understanding and to know exactly 
where those borders begin and end. 
Nobody knows that better than God, 
who made us all!

God is the same yesterday, today and 
forever. He does not change. He is im-
mutable. And He did wipe out earth 
with the Deluge. Yes, sin reaps conse-
quences and God is a disciplinarian and 
an unapologetic author of retribution. 

God created everything. Our tiny little 
finite minds cannot even begin to un-
derstand or comprehend it all, because 
as high as the heavens are above the 
earth, so are His ways above our ways. 
We don’t have to understand, because 
we can’t. He is awesome! He is beyond 
compare! He is sovereign! 

Therefore, for us it should be about 
admiration, fascination, adoration and 
adulation. God should blow your mind. 
He is magnificent! He is terrific! He 
is tremendous! He knows everything 
beforehand! He is timeless! 

Understanding 
that it is not 

understandable
And He wants to commune and fel-

lowship with every one of us. Indeed, it 
is mind-boggling that God can have a 
relationship with each one of us every 
minute every day. We are not robots. 
We all have our own fingerprints and 
what’s more He has given us all the right 
to decide individually about Him! How 
many more reasons do you and I need to 
hold Him in awe? 

Why should He be mindful of us? 
Beats me! But understanding that it is 
not understandable, makes it even more 
awesome! 

The “fear of God” is healthy, positive 
reverence for what He stands for and 
what He has done. At the human level, 
we respect people for their achievements 
and reputation. We have no problem 
granting them a high degree of honour, 
even bordering on awe. We idolize and 
canonise humans yet none can even tie 
His bootlaces. 

Respect earns love or the desire to 
emulate or not to let down. As humans 
we don’t want to let down our family, 
our school, our institutions, our cul-
tures and our country and we get goose 
bumps when they play the national 
anthem. Yet we struggle to acknowledge 
God who is so much greater than all 
these things put together! 

We are told that the greatest com-
mandment is to love God with all our 
heart, soul, mind and strength. That is a 
massive requirement if you really think 
about it. 

At several critical stages of my Chris-
tian walk I have broken down and wept 
like a baby! Unashamedly, I recall that 
these instances involved occasions when 
I felt that I had really let Jesus down by 
something I had done. At the same time, 
I had also come to grips with just how 
much I really loved Him. 

I wept bitterly but it was awesome! 
Clearly I had done wrong but something 
more profound hit me. My disappoint-
ment was not about disobedience or sin 
being punished but rather that I had 
let Jesus down. I dearly wanted to obey 
Him not because I understood the rules 
or the system but because I loved Him 
so much.

If you love Me you do as I say – that 
scripture hit me like a thunderbolt. 
What revelation! Yes, just like when 
I was a kid and I wanted to please my 
dad, because I loved him so much. It’s 
not about hidings and punishment but 
about love and awe. Loving God and 
Jesus really needs to be more about who 
“They” are, than what “They” can do for 
you or what “They” demand! 

Any good organisation has rules. The 
parameters provide a feeling of security. 
The strength of an army lies in its rules, 
its line of command, because discipline 
incorporates biblical principles and 
these principles work, irrespective of 
whether they are being applied by believ-
ers of not.

And Satan knows the power and truth 
of biblical injunctions and that is why 
he is always attempting to erode them. 
If you break down respect and disci-
pline in families and nations and you 
will have anarchy and chaos. Of course, 
the devil always comes in different 
guises, usually as an angel of light, as 
he undermines God with his seemingly 
noble efforts for human emancipation 

or political liberation. Getting rid of the 
death penalty or corporal punishment 
at schools all helps making things less 
governable.

I was brought up with strict discipline 
at home and at school. These days it 
would be condemned as Victorian and 
out-dated. At the Grey High School in 
Port Elizabeth we got punished if we 
transgressed. It was either a caning or 
detention. 

Still part of 
the family

I remember the Headmaster saying to 
me one Friday afternoon just before ad-
ministering three strokes with the cane, 
“You won’t sit easy but it won’t affect 
your batting and bowling in tomorrow’s 
game.” Indeed, I deserved the caning but 
I was still part of the family. The school 
was the bigger picture! Pruning was a 
vital part of my growth. 

The best education institution of all is 
the “school of hard knocks” and there is 
no doubt that God is the Headmaster. 
It is awesome to understand that as a 
prodigal son you get punished when you 
let down the side, but after the pain and 
tears, it is back into the father’s arms 
– restored and forgiven. 

God made it very plain as He intro-
duced the Ten Commandments, that 
He is God. He is awesome and He does 
not tolerate idols in any form whatso-
ever. He is a jealous God and a consum-
ing fire and He punishes disobedience 
because He loves us so much.

“Righteousness and justice are the 
foundation of your throne, love and 
faithfulness go before you… I will pun-
ish their sin, their iniquity… but I will 
not take My love from him nor betray 
My faithfulness (Psalm 89).”

Humans need to be held account-
able. It is for our own safety and secu-
rity. Don’t fear man – only fear God. 
Tragically, the fear of man is still rife. It 
proliferates! The fear of man is still the 
greatest motivator on earth. Don’t fear 
those who kill the body. Another warn-
ing, but we are all running scared.

King Solomon, the richest, wisest king 
ever, sums up his life in Ecclesiastes. 
He comes to this profound conclusion: 
“Fear God and keep His command-
ments. That is the whole duty of man”. 

The fear of God is the beginning of 
wisdom. Sadly! Tragically! There is not 
enough of it around.
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by Hannah Whitall Smith

ONE of the greatest obstacles to 
a life of complete surrender is 

the diffi  culty of seeing God in every-
thing. People say, “I can easily submit 
to things which come from God; but 
I can’t submit to man, and most of 
my trials and crosses come through 
other people.” Or they say, “I have no 
diffi  culty in trusting God, I do have 
serious diffi  culties in trusting men.” 

If this matter cannot be resolved it 
really does make the life of faith an 
impossible theory. For nearly everything 
in life comes to us through other people, 
and most of our trials are the result of 
somebody’s failure, or ignorance, or 
carelessness, or sin. We know God can-
not be the author of these things, and 
yet unless He is the agent in the matter, 
how can we say to Him, “Your will be 
done”? 

Besides, what good is there in trusting 
our aff airs to God if man is simply going 
to be allowed to come in and disarrange 
them? And how is it possible to live by 
faith if other people, who it would be 
wrong and foolish to trust, are to have a 

predominant infl uence over our lives?
Moreover, things in which we can see 

God’s hand always have a sweetness in 
them which console while they wound. 
But the trials infl icted by man are full of 
bitterness. 

What is needed, then, is to see God in 
everything, and to receive everything di-
rectly from His hands, with no interfer-
ence from other sources. And it is to this 
place that we must be brought before 
we can know an abiding experience of 
entire abandonment and perfect trust. 
Our abandonment must be to God, not 
to man. And our trust must be in Him, 
not in any arm of fl esh, or we shall fail at 
the fi rst trial. 

Th e question here confronts us at once, 
“But is God in everything, and do we 
have any assurance from Scripture for 
receiving everything from His hands, 
without regarding the other sources 
which may have been instrumental in 
bringing it about?” Yes! To the children 
of God everything comes directly from 
their Father’s hand, no matter who or 
what may have been the apparent agents. 
Th ere are no “other sources” for them. 

Th e whole teaching of the Bible asserts 
and implies this. Not a sparrow falls to 
the ground without our Father. Th e very 
hairs of our head are all numbered. We 
are not to be careful about anything, 
because our Father cares for us. We are 
not to avenge ourselves, because our 
Father has taken responsibility for our 
defence. We are not to fear, for the Lord 
is on our side. 

No one can be against us, because He 
is for us. We shall not lack, for He is our 
Shepherd. When we pass through the 
rivers they shall not overfl ow us, and 
when we walk through the fi re we shall 
not be burned, because He will be with 
us. He shuts the mouths of lions so they 
cannot hurt us. 

He delivers and rescues. He changes 
the times and the seasons; He removes 
kings and sets up kings. A man’s heart is 
in His hand, and He turns it wherever 
He will. He rules over all the kingdoms 
of the heathen; and in His hand there is 
power and might, so that none is able to 
withstand Him. 

He rules the raging of the sea; when 
the waves arise, He stills them. He 

Is God really inreally inreally

everything?
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brings the counsel of the heathen to 
nothing; He makes the devices of the 
people of no eff ect. Whatever the Lord 
pleases, He does, In heaven and in earth, 
in the seas and in all deeps.

“Have you not known, have you not 
heard, that the everlasting God, the 
Lord, the Creator of the ends of the 
earth, does not faint, neither is He 
weary? Th ere is no searching of His 
understanding.” 

And this: “God is our refuge and 
strength, a very present help in trou-
ble. Th erefore we will not fear, though 
the earth be removed, and though the 
mountains be carried into the midst 
of the sea; though the waters roar and 
be troubled; though the mountains 
shake…” 

“I will say to the Lord, ‘My refuge and 
my fortress, My God, in whom I trust!’ 
For it is He who delivers you from the 
snare of the trapper And from the dead-
ly pestilence. He will cover you with His 
pinions, And under His wings you may 
seek refuge; His faithfulness is a shield 
and bulwark. You will not be afraid of 
the terror by night, Or of the arrow that 
fl ies by day; Of the pestilence that stalks 
in darkness, Or of the destruction that 
lays waste at noon. A thousand may fall 
at your side And ten thousand at your 
right hand, But it shall not approach 
you… For you have made the Lord, my 
refuge, Even the Most High, your dwell-
ing place. No evil will befall you, Nor 
will any plague come near your tent. For 
He will give His angels charge concern-
ing you, To guard you in all your ways.”

Nothing can touch 
us without His 

knowledge
To my mind, these Scriptures, and 

many others like them, settle forever the 
question as to the power of other sources 
in the life of the children of God. Th ey 
are all under the control of our Father, 
and nothing can touch us without His 
knowledge and by His permission. It 
may be the sin of man that originates 
the action, and therefore the thing itself 
cannot be said to be the will of God 
– but by the time it reaches us, it has 
become God’s will for us, and must be 
accepted as directly from His hands. 

No man or company of men, no power 
in earth or heaven, can touch that soul 
which is abiding in Christ, without fi rst 
passing through Him, and receiving the 

seal of His permission. If God be for us, 
it matters not who may be against us; 
nothing can disturb or harm us, except 
He shall see that it is best for us, and 
shall stand aside to let it pass. 

An earthly parent’s care for his helpless 
child is a feeble illustration of this. If the 
child is in its father’s arms, nothing can 
touch it without that father’s consent. 
He suff ers harm fi rst in his own person, 
before he allows it to reach his child. If 
an earthly parent would care this much 
for his little helpless one, how much 
more will our Heavenly Father, whose 
love is infi nitely greater, and whose 
strength and wisdom can never be baf-
fl ed! 

His care is infi nitely superior to any 
human care. He who counts the very 
hairs of our head, and doesn’t allow a 
sparrow to fall without Him, takes note 
of the tiniest matters that aff ect the lives 
of His children, and regulates them all 
according to His own sweet will, no 
matter where they come from.

Th e instances of this are numberless. 
Take Joseph. What could have seemed 
more to be the result of sin, and utterly 
contrary to the will of God, than his 
being sold into slavery? And yet Joseph 
said, “As for you, you thought evil 
against me: but God meant it for good… 
Now, therefore, do not be grieved or 
angry with yourselves, that you sold me, 
for God sent me before you to preserve 
life.” 

To the eye of common sense it was 
Joseph’s wicked brothers who had sent 
him into Egypt; and yet Joseph, with the 
eye of faith, could say, “God sent me.” 
His brothers committed a grievous sin, 
but by the time it reached Joseph it had 
become God’s will for him. Th ough at 
fi rst it didn’t look so, it was the greatest 
blessing of his whole life. Th e Lord can 
make even the wrath of man to praise 
Him, and all things, even the sins of 
others, shall work together for good to 
those who love Him. 

I learned this lesson years before I 
knew the scriptural truth concerning 
it. I was attending a prayer-meeting 
when a lady rose to speak. She said she’d 
had great diffi  culty in living the life of 
faith, because of the other sources that 
seemed to control nearly everything that 
concerned her. Her perplexity became so 
great, that at last she began to ask God 
to show her whether He really was in 
everything or not. 

Aft er praying this for a few days, she 
had what she described as a vision. 
She thought she was in a totally dark 
place, then there advanced towards her 
from a distance a body of light, which 
gradually surrounded and enveloped 
her and everything around her. As it ap-
proached, a voice seemed to say, “Th is is 
the presence of God; this is the presence 
of God.” While surrounded with this 
presence, all the great and awful things 
in life seemed to pass before her – fi ght-
ing armies, wicked men, raging beasts, 
storms and pestilences, sin and suff ering 
of every kind. 

Not a hair ruffled
She shrank back at fi rst in terror, but 

she soon saw that the presence of God 
so surrounded and enveloped each one 
of these, that not a lion could reach out 
its paw, nor a bullet fl y through the air, 
except as His presence moved out of the 
way to permit it. And she saw that, let 
there be ever so thin a sheet, as it were, 
of this glorious presence between herself 
and the most terrible violence, not a hair 
of her head could be ruffl  ed, nor could 
anything touch her, unless the presence 
divided to let the evil through. 

Th en all the small and annoying things 
of life passed before her, and equally 
she saw that these all were so enveloped 
in this presence of God that not a cross 
look, not a harsh word, nor petty trial 
of any kind, could reach her unless His 
presence moved out of the way to let 
them through. 

Her diffi  culty vanished. Her ques-
tion was answered forever. God was in 
everything; and there were no other 
sources. She saw that her life came to 
her day by day and hour by hour directly 
from His hand, no matter which other 
agencies appeared to be in control. And 
never again did she fi nd any diffi  culty in 
consenting to His will and trusting in 
His care. 

If we look at the seen things, we won’t 
be able to understand the secret of this. 
But the children of God are called to 
look, “not at the things which are seen: 
for the things which are seen are tempo-
rary, but the things which are not seen 
are eternal.” If we could only see His un-
seen forces surrounding us on every side, 
we would walk through this world in 
an impregnable fortress, which nothing 
could ever overthrow or penetrate, for 
“the angel of the Lord encamps round 
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about those who fear Him, and delivers 
them.” 

We have a striking illustration of this 
in the history of Elisha. The king of 
Syria was warring against Israel, but his 
evil designs were continually frustrated 
by the prophet; and at last he sent his 
army to the prophet’s own city to try 
and capture him. “He sent horses and 
chariots and a great host; and they came 
by night and surrounded the city.” This 
was the seen thing. And the servant 
of the prophet, whose eyes had not yet 
been opened to see the unseen things, 
was alarmed. 

And we read, “Now when the attend-
ant of the man of God had risen early 
and gone out, behold, an army with 
horses and chariots was circling the 
city. And his servant said to him, ‘Alas, 
my master! What shall we do?’ So he 
answered, ‘Do not fear, for those who 
are with us are more than those who are 
with them.’ Then Elisha prayed and said, 
‘O Lord, I pray, open his eyes that he 
may see.’ And the Lord opened the serv-
ant’s eyes and he saw; and behold, the 
mountain was full of horses and chariots 
of fire all around Elisha.”

The presence of God is the fortress of 
His people. Nothing can withstand it. 
At His presence the wicked perish; the 
earth trembles; the hills melt like wax; 
the cities are broken down; “the heavens 
also dropped, and Sinai itself was moved 
at the presence of God.” And in the se-

cret of this presence He has promised to 
hide His people from the pride of man, 
and from the strife of tongues. “My pres-
ence shall go with you,” He says, “and I 
will give you rest.” 

The only solution
I wish it were possible to make every 

Christian see this truth as plainly as I 
see it; for I’m convinced it is the only 
solution to a completely restful life. 
Nothing else will enable us to live only 
in the present moment, as we are com-
manded to do, and to take no thought 
for tomorrow. Nothing else will take 
all the risks and “supposes” out of a 
Christian’s heart, and enable him to say, 
“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow 
me all the days of my life

There is one text that will take all the 
“suppose” out of a believer’s life, if only 
it is received and acted out in a childlike 
faith; it is in Hebrews 13:5&6: “Be con-
tent with what you have; for He Himself 
has said, ‘I will never desert you, nor will 
I ever forsake you,’ so that we confident-
ly say, ‘The Lord is my helper, I will not 
be afraid. What will man do to me?’” 

What if dangers of all sorts shall 
threaten you from every side, and the 
malice or foolishness or ignorance of 
men shall combine to do you harm? You 
can face every possible situation with 
these triumphant words, “The Lord is 
my helper, and I will not fear what man 
can do to me.” 

There is no man in this world who can 
touch you, unless your God, in whom 
you trust, shall let him. “He will not 
allow your foot to be moved: He who 
keeps you will not slumber. Behold, He 
who keeps Israel shall neither slumber 
nor sleep. The Lord is your keeper; the 
Lord is your shade at your right hand. 
The sun shall not harm you by day nor 
the moon by night. The Lord shall pre-
serve you from all evil: He shall preserve 
your soul. The Lord shall preserve your 
going out, and your coming in, from this 
time forth, and even for evermore.”

Nothing else but seeing God in every-
thing will make us loving and patient 
with those who annoy and trouble us. 
They will then be the instruments for 
accomplishing His tender and wise pur-
poses towards us, and we shall even find 
ourselves at last inwardly thanking them 
for the blessings they bring us. 

Nothing else will put an end to all 
murmuring or rebelling thoughts. 

Christians often feel a liberty to mur-
mur against man, when they would 
not dare to murmur against God. But 
this way of receiving things makes 
it impossible to ever murmur. If our 
Father permits a trial to come, it must 
be because that trial is the sweetest and 
best thing that could happen to us, and 
we must accept it with thanks from His 
dear hand. The trial itself may be hard 
on our flesh, and I do not mean we can 
like or enjoy the suffering of it. But we 
can and must love the will of God in the 
trial, for His will is always sweet – in joy 
and in sorrow.

Our trials may be our chariots. We 
long for some victory over sin and self, 
and we ask God to grant it to us. His 
answer comes in the form of a trial 
which is the chariot to carry us to the 
longed-for triumph. We can either let it 
crush us, or we can climb into it and ride 
triumphantly onward. 

The chariots which 
carried him

Joseph’s chariots, which carried him on 
to the place of exaltation, were the trials 
of being sold into slavery, and being cast 
unjustly into prison. Our chariots may 
be much more insignificant things than 
these; they may be nothing but irritating 
people or uncomfortable circumstances. 
But whatever they are, God means them 
to be our carriages of triumph which 
will carry us on to the victories we’ve 
prayed for. 

If we are impatient and long to be 
made patient, our chariot will probably 
be a trying person whose ways or words 
will rasp our very souls. If we accept the 
trial as from God, and bow our necks to 
the yoke, we will find it just the disci-
pline that will most effectively produce 
in us the very patience we’ve asked for. 

God doesn’t order the wrong thing, 
but He uses it for our blessing; just as 
He used the cruelty of Joseph’s wicked 
brothers, and the false accusations of 
Pharaoh’s wife. This way of seeing our 
Father in everything makes life one long 
thanksgiving, and gives a rest of heart 
and a joy of spirit, that is unspeakable

He who sides with God cannot fail to 
win in every encounter; and whether the 
result shall be joy or sorrow, failure or 
success, death or life, we may, under all 
circumstances, join in the apostle’s shout 
of victory, “Thanks be to God, who al-
ways causes us to triumph in Christ!”

Is God really 
in everything?
Continued
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by Helen Gardiner

Arise oh Lion of Judah
“Arise oh Lion of Judah
Stand up amongst us now
As we enter the land
To take a strong stand
And declare you as Lord over all.

Our time of captivity now is past
Jubilee dawns at last
Our time of captivity now is past
Jubilee dawns at last

Jesus Your Kingdom it comes
With power and glory it dawns
We arise as Your Church
And go forth to the earth
To declare You as Lord over all

Our time of captivity now is past
Jubilee dawns at last
Our time of captivity now is past
Jubilee dawns at last.”

The Song of the Lamb
“Oh most special treasure
Pearl beyond all price
Spirit without measure
Jesus, our beloved Christ

We are Yours
Nothing withholding
You are ours
Oh Lamb of God

And so we would follow
As You would lead us
Loving You with all our hearts
Living only to glorify You

We are Yours
Nothing withholding
You are ours
Oh Lamb of God

The song of the Lamb (x2)
We live, to sing,
The Song of the Lamb (x4)
We live to sing,
The Song of the Lamb.”

TWO songs. Each one depict-
ing the image of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. As we follow after Him as 
His disciples we find ourselves be-
ing conformed to the image of our 
Lord – “that He might be the first-
born among many brethren (Romans 
8:29).” We are also called “not to be 
conformed to this world, but to be 

transformed by the renewing of your 
mind (Romans 12:2).”

These songs were given to us as a local 
Church by the Lord. But, interestingly, 
the first one about Jesus as the Lion, 
came a number of years before the Song 
of the Lamb. Yes, the image of the Lion 
is the one which is often easier for us 
to be conformed to. It is only in recent 
years that the Holy Spirit has begun His 
work of chastening and pruning and 
breaking – that there might be a confor-
mation to the nature of the Lamb. It is 
painful, but Hebrews 12:11 tells us that 
if we yield to the chastening, it produces 
the “peaceable fruit of righteousness to 
those who have been trained by it.” 

I find the Holy Spirit is focusing a lot 
on the fruit of our lives and the na-
ture of our hearts; so we should not be 
discouraged by the Lord’s dealings. And 
it is the Lord who is doing the dealing; 
and it is not the devil who is running 
amok.

The Lord is wanting a humble people; 
a meek people; a people free of self-im-
portance and pride; a people who do not 
take offence. 

Zephaniah 3:11-13 gives us a good idea 
of what the Lord is after in these days: 
“In that day you shall not be shamed for 
any of your deeds in which you trans-
gress against Me; for then I will take 
away from your midst those who rejoice 
in your pride, and you shall no longer 
be haughty in My holy mountain. I will 
leave in your midst a meek and humble 
people, and they shall trust in the name 

of the Lord. The remnant of Israel shall 
do no unrighteousness and speak no lies, 
nor shall a deceitful tongue be found 
in their mouth; for they shall feed their 
flocks and lie down, and no one shall 
make them afraid.”

God is wanting a Church of people 
who can fully embrace and live Jesus’ 
words in Luke 6:27-31: “But I say to you 
who hear: Love your enemies, do good 
to those who hate you, bless those who 
curse you, and pray for those who spite-
fully use you. To him who strikes you on 
the one cheek, offer the other also. And 
from him who takes away your cloak, 
do not withhold your tunic either. Give 
to everyone who asks of you. And from 
him who takes away your goods do not 
ask them back. And just as you want 
men to do to you, you also do to them 
likewise.”

What a vast contrast to the spirit of 
the world which is so obsessed with the 
fostering and preservation of human 
rights. The passage in Luke is telling us, 
in a nutshell, to allow people to walk all 
over us. To be genuinely meek.

A wonderful role model is Nathanael 
whom we encounter in John 1:45-51. The 
NKJ version tells us that Jesus describes 
Nathanael as “an Israelite indeed, in 
whom is no deceit.” Other versions tell 
us that Nathanael was without “guile.” 
This means he was without treachery. 
Nathanael’s heart was laid bare to Jesus, 
and it was not found wanting. Oh, to re-
ceive such praise from our Lord. We see 
also that Nathanael was promised that 
he would be a recipient of great revela-
tion in the days ahead. 

If you want more revelation, then seek 
to emulate Nathanael.

So, in these days, if you find yourself 
in difficult times, wondering whether 
you are under great satanic attack; see 
the Lord’s hand, and His fashioning 
and forming of you into His image of a 
meek lamb or a harmless dove (Matthew 
10:16).

I pray we may be like the virgins of 
Revelation 14:4&5: those who follow 
the Lamb wherever He goes and in their 
mouth was found no deceit, “for they 
are without fault before the throne of 
God.”

Finally, we have a wonderful promise 
from Jesus in His beatitudes: “Blessed 
are the meek, for they shall inherit the 
earth (Matthew 5:5).”

The Lion and the Lamb



10 Prepare the Way

by Henry Frueh

THE church of Jesus Christ has 
become very adept at defining 

and explaining the word “grace.” Un-
merited favour is sometimes used as a 
definition of God’s grace, but anyone 
who has been changed by that grace 
knows full well it cannot be captured 
in human words. 

And when we think about the cross 
upon which our Saviour died and gave 
His life, we are again confronted with a 
grace that must be defined by a speech-
less worship. Words sometimes detract 
from that which is fathomless in God’s 
grace to us.

Every good and orthodox believer 
knows and appreciates that salvation 
through Jesus Christ is by grace and 
grace alone. There are no works, no good 

deeds, no good intentions, and no reli-
gious ceremonies that could ever earn 
God’s favour, much less God’s grace. The 
word “grace” itself is at odds with any 
supposed righteousness from our point 
of view because if it is by works then 
it is not grace. Grace stands alone as a 
pristine gift of God, untarnished by any-
thing else. It is offered with no strings 
attached because, again, that would not 
be grace. Grace does not demand works 
either before salvation or after.

If grace demands works in any element 
of its offer it is not grace. And of course 
sinners, saved and lost, have a difficult 
time embracing a grace without works 
because our pride desires some way to be 
approved or saved or even substantiated 
by the fruit of our own hands. 

We wrestle with the words “it is fin-

ished” by the mouth of Christ concern-
ing His death upon the cross. We want 
to elbow our way in to that redemption 
somehow by something we can do, even 
if it is extremely small and insignificant. 
And yet we have nothing, absolutely 
nothing, that could even be considered 
helpful to the grace of God through His 
Son. Anything we have is not only use-
less, it is counterproductive in any part 
of this redemption by grace. We should, 
we must, stand without one plea in our 
own defence, in an utter and complete 
need of God’s grace.

And when we have come to that place 
of admission, and when we have by faith 
been made a partaker of that grace, 
we are saved and we are changed. The 
works and discipleship that follow are 
not a part of grace, they are because of 
grace. The change in our lives was not a 
precondition for God’s grace, it is a vis-
ible manifestation of an internal effect 
of God’s grace in a believer’s life. The 
expanse and reach of such grace is im-
measurable, and that grace empowered 
by love has reached the vilest of sinners 
and has wrought a metamorphosis that 
leaves the wisdom of this world con-
founded. How could salvation, complete 
with eternal life, be offered by grace, 
free and full, simply by faith? It is the 
mystery of eternity.

But now that we have discussed the 
theology of grace, let us examine how 
a living recipient of God’s grace can 
exhibit and share that same grace practi-
cally with others. This is not as easy as it 
would seem, and much of the church has 
lost any sense of being a beacon of grace. 

Of course some claim they are exhibit-
ing grace, but it is nothing but compro-
mise and goes against the teaching of 

Grace
Is it more than 
just theology?
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Scripture. But much of the church walks 
with an air of self righteousness and 
looks down upon many who are either 
brothers in Christ or sinners for whom 
Jesus died. How do we who contend 
that we live for Christ show grace in this 
world, even to those who are walking 
in darkness or compromise? That is a 
spiritual discipline which continues to 
be out of vogue in this generation.

Showing and speaking in grace toward 
others is never an easy adventure since 
grace is not in our nature, we are always 
much more comfortable with our old 
friends – self-righteousness and judge-
ment. Even when it comes to friends, 
we have a short grace fuse, however as it 
pertains to those enemies or doctrinal 
combatants we seem to have very little 
grace indeed. 

Is it not curious that those who stand 
by grace alone have so little to share with 
fellow gracians? Troll the internet and 
ingest the different posts and comments 
and you may well come away with a 
head-scratching perspective. You may 
get the feeling that believers are out to 
consume each other by means of harsh 
and demeaning words not meant to con-
vey a perspective but aimed to destroy 
those of a different view. 

Should we not speak words with some 
grace even to those who have strayed 
significantly?

So is grace a theology that belongs in 
our statement of faith and systematic 
theology but disappears when we enter 
the real world? Someone once said that 
what we do is what we believe, every-
thing else is just religious talk. And so 
it is with grace. We seem to show favour 
to those we believe have earned it in our 
estimation, not those who similarly do 
not merit it in our estimation. 

I find Jesus showing head-scratching 
grace to many who absolutely did not 
deserve or merit it. Peter himself denied 
the cross right in front of the Saviour, 
and later denied he ever knew the Lord, 
and yet Jesus saw fit to allow him to 
preach the first New Testament sermon. 
Such grace.

If grace is predictable and measurable, 
it is not God’s grace. If you can see a 
reason for grace, it again is not the grace 
of God. Watch how quickly people run 
to show grace to their doctrinal yoke-fel-
lows and how quickly they run with law 
to those with whom they disagree. 

How disgusting it is to see followers of 

the Gracious One project self-righteous-
ness when indeed they have no right-
eousness of their own – only that which 
was given freely upon the dead body of 
Jesus who gave Himself in infinite grace. 
Whatever is not of humility is not of 
grace. Biblical doctrine without hum-
ble grace is not Biblical. Truth without 
humble grace is not truth. And Christ 
without humble grace is not Christ.

Showing grace does not come without 
difficulty and sacrifice. We are trained 
to respond with a selfish defence and a 
caustic retort aimed at disarming and 
even demeaning our brother or sister 
in Christ. Sharing an iron-sharpening 
dialogue about doctrine often leads to 
the flesh, but when we are attacked per-
sonally we will respond in like kind and 
many times with graceless diatribes that 
reveal what is truly in our hearts. 

Are we willing to endure untruths 
and unkindnesses for His sake? Are 
we further willing to avoid responding 
to personal attacks on our character? 
And further still, are we willing to 
show grace to those who have despite-
fully mistreated us, and said many 
untruths about us, and even used harsh 
and unchristian verbiage against us? 
Are we willing to close our ears to the 
choruses of our friends to respond, and 
to be questioned by our silence? Are we 
willing to bless those who curse us and 
be considered weak and not standing 
for truth? Are we willing to be criticized 
for not defending the faith once deliv-
ered to the saints? Are we willing to be 
labelled a compromiser? Are we willing 
to stand humiliated in front of everyone, 
unjustly?

He did.
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by J. R. Church

AS you may know, this year is a 
Sabbatical Year in the Jewish 

Calendar. Starting on September 
29, a new Sabbatical cycle will com-
mence. It will run for seven years and 
conclude with another Sabbatical 
Year in 2014/15. 

Also, you may know that Daniel’s 70th 
week will be a seven-year Sabbatical 
cycle. Students of biblical prophecy have 
long compared Daniel’s 70th week with 
the Tribulation Period as laid out in the 
book of Revelation. 

Intrigued with the Scriptures that 
repeat over and over again that our Sav-
iour’s Second Coming will be heralded 
with signs in the heavens, in which the 
sun will be turned into darkness and 
the moon into blood, Pastor Mark Biltz 
went on the Internet, to a U.S. Govern-
ment website, to see if he could find any 
solar or lunar eclipses over the next few 
years that might be significant.

To his surprise, he found four lunar 
eclipses and two solar eclipses in the 
Sabbatical Year of 2014 and 2015. Also, 
he noticed that they all appear on Jew-
ish Holy Days! 

Lunar Eclipses
The four lunar eclipses will occur on:

Passover, April 15, 2014
The Feast of Tabernacles, October 8, 
2014
Passover, April 4, 2015 and
The Feast of Tabernacles, September 28, 
2015

This is most unusual. It is a rare occur-
rence for four lunar eclipses to happen 
on successive Passover and the Feast of 
Tabernacles (Sukkot) observances. It 
will not happen again for hundreds of 
years. However, Mark found that a series 
of four lunar eclipses on these particular 
holy days did occur in the 20th century 
– not once, but twice! The first set oc-
curred in 1949-1950, the year after Israel 
became a state! The second set happened 
in 1967-1968, the year Israel liberated 
Jerusalem! Such a phenomenon is nigh 
impossible, unless it was set up by Di-
vine design. 

Mark looked back in history and 
noticed that the last time this set of four 

lunar eclipses occurred on 
Passover and Sukkot was in 
1493, the year after Columbus 
sailed the ocean blue and 
Spain expelled all Jews. 

Mark is convinced that God 
was telling the beleaguered 
Jews that He was fully aware 
of their circumstances! In 
that case, we wonder what 
was God telling the Jews 
in the 1949 and 1967 lunar 
eclipses? And, as we look at 
the next seven years, we won-
der, “What is God telling Israel through 
the upcoming lunar eclipses?” Is it 
possible that these are fulfilling biblical 
prophecies? 

Solar Eclipses
In addition to the four lunar eclipses 

in 2014-15, Mark also found two solar 
eclipses. They will occur on:

Adar 29/Nisan 1, March 20, 2015
The Feast of Trumpets, September 13, 

2015
These two dates are quite significant 

because they are special days in the 
Jewish calendar. For example, it was on 
Nisan 1, the first anniversary of the Exo-
dus, that Moses raised up the tabernacle 
for the first time and the glory of God 
descended. Two weeks later, the Chosen 
People observed their first Pentecost 
since the Exodus. 

Nisan 1 marks the beginning of the 
religious festival cycle. Six months 
later, on Tishri 1, the Jews observe Rosh 
Hashanah, the Feast of Trumpets. This 
day is highly prophetic, because it is said 
to be the anniversary of the Creation 
of Adam. It is Adam’s birthday. And, 
even though it is a Jewish observance, it 
is prophetically significant as a day for 
Gentile nations. 

It is the day when God will sit down 
upon His throne of Judgement and take 
the books in his hand. That is when He 
will begin the judgement of the world. 
So, a solar eclipse on Rosh Hashanah 
could precede the Second Coming of 
Christ in power and great glory, and 
fulfil the biblical description. 

This year there was the first of three 

solar eclipses on the day that introduces the 
first of Av (August 1, 2008). That’s right, all 
three solar eclipses will be on the biblical 
date of Av 1, for the next three years – 2008, 
2009, and 2010. Our Gregorian calendar 
dates are:
Av 1 - August 1, 2008 - partial eclipse 
Av 1 - July 22, 2009 - partial eclipse 
Av 1 - July 11, 2010 - partial eclipse 

In the Jewish calendar, they are all on the 
first of Av, the day when Jews lament the 
destruction of their temples. As the story 
goes, Moses caught the people worshipping 
the Golden Calf on Tammuz 17. Therefore, 
the three weeks from Tammuz 17 to Av 9 
are called “the dark time” and “between the 
straits.” It is the most sorrowful time of the 
year for Jews. From Av 1-9, no bathing is 
allowed; no comforts; no clean clothes; the 
Jew takes his shoes off; sits on an overturned 
chair and reads the book of Lamentations. 

However, there will come a time when 
God will reverse the fast days and turn them 
into feast days. Zechariah said: 

“Thus says the Lord of hosts; The fast of 
the fourth month (Tammuz 17), and the 
fast of the fifth (Av 9), and the fast of the 
seventh, and the fast of the tenth, shall be 
to the house of Judah joy and gladness, and 
cheerful feasts; therefore love the truth and 
peace (Zechariah 8:19).”

Mark Biltz seems to think that the solar 
eclipses on Av 1, could change the course of 
history, because solar eclipses are designed 
for Gentile nations, whereas lunar eclipses 
are designed for Israel. Therefore, he thinks 
that God could begin judging the nations 
this year. Will there be a war in Israel this 
year? It is entirely possible. If so, then the 
solar eclipse could be announcing judgment 
upon the world – a sobering thought! 

Signs in the heavens in 2014 & 2015
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Now, let’s look at the places in the Bible 
that speak of the sun being darkened and 
the moon not giving her light. First of all, 
Isaiah wrote:

“Behold, the day of the Lord comes, cruel 
both with wrath and fierce anger… the sun 
shall be darkened in his going forth, and 
the moon shall not cause her light to shine. 
And I will punish the world for their evil, 
and the wicked for their iniquity; and I will 
cause the arrogance of the proud to cease, 
and will lay low the haughtiness of the ter-
rible (Isaiah 13:9-11).”

We are told that this will occur in the 
“ day of the Lord.” It is the time when God 
will punish the Gentile nations for their 
wickedness. We are not talking about ordi-
nary everyday living, but gross wickedness 
against God and His Chosen People. God 
calls them arrogant, proud and haughty. 
He says they are terrible, evil and wicked. 
It seems to me that he is referring to the na-
tions that are trying to destroy Israel. 

Again, Isaiah said: “Then the moon shall 
be confounded, and the sun ashamed, when 
the Lord of hosts shall reign in mount Zion, 
and in Jerusalem, and before his ancients 
gloriously (Isaiah 24:23).”

Since neither the sun or moon has a con-
science, the references to being confounded 
or ashamed seem to be metaphoric of the 
condition of man on earth. The darkening 
of the sun and moon, therefore, are signs of 
man’s condition. These conditions will pre-
vail at the time of the Lord’s return to judge 
the wicked and establish His kingdom. 
Isaiah was the first prophet to write about 
solar and lunar eclipses, but Joel’s passages 
are the most widely quoted. 

Joel wrote: “The earth shall quake before 
them; the heavens shall tremble: the sun 

and the moon shall be 
dark, and the stars shall 
withdraw their shining: 
And the Lord shall utter 
his voice before his army: 
for his camp is very great: 
for he is strong that exe-
cutes his word: for the day 
of the Lord is great and 
very terrible; and who can 
abide it (Joel 2:10&11)?”

Again, Joel said:  “And I 
will show wonders in the 
heavens and in the earth, 
blood, and fire, and pillars 
of smoke. The sun shall 
be turned into darkness, 
and the moon into blood, 
before the great and terri-
ble day of the Lord comes 
(Joel 2:30&31).”

Finally, Joel said: “Mul-
titudes, multitudes in the valley of 
decision: for the day of the Lord is near 
in the valley of decision. The sun and 
the moon shall be darkened, and the 
stars shall withdraw their shining (Joel 
3:14&15).”

Isaiah and Joel are the only Old Testa-
ment prophets that mentioned solar and 
lunar apparitions in the day of the Lord. 
In each case, however, it is apparent that 
they are referring to events that precede 
the messianic kingdom. Joel adds earth-
quakes, blood, fire and pillars of smoke. 
I think he is describing the battles that 
attend the Tribulation Period, especially 
the final Battle of Armageddon. 

Passages From the 
New Testament

In the New Testament Gospel of Mat-
thew, Jesus said: “Immediately after the 
tribulation of those days shall the sun be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give 
her light, and the stars shall fall from 
heaven, and the powers of the heavens 
shall be shaken: And then shall appear 
the sign of the Son of man in heaven: 
and then shall all the tribes of the earth 
mourn, and they shall see the Son of 
man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory (Matthew 
24:29&30).”

In His Olivet discourse, Jesus de-
scribed His glorious appearing at the 
close of the Tribulation Period. My 
guess (and it’s only a guess) is that the 
darkening of the sun and moon could 
be eclipses. Stars falling from heaven 
could be missiles used in the war. Pow-
ers of the heavens being shaken could 

refer to many nuclear explosions around 
the world, disrupting the atmosphere. 
The “sign” of the Son of Man, could be 
His actual appearance in “the clouds of 
heaven.” The clouds may be an ancient 
description of celestial vehicles, rather 
than simple clouds. 

The Gospel of Mark repeats the 
Saviour’s statement: “But in those days, 
after that tribulation, the sun shall be 
darkened, and the moon shall not give 
her light (Mark 13:24).”

Luke also records the occasion: “And 
there shall be signs in the sun, and in the 
moon, and in the stars; and upon the 
earth distress of nations, with perplex-
ity; the sea and the waves roaring; Men’s 
hearts failing them for fear, and for 
looking after those things which are 
coming on the earth: for the powers of 
heaven shall be shaken. And then shall 
they see the Son of man coming in a 
cloud with power and great glory (Luke 
21:25-27).”

On the day of Pentecost, Peter quoted 
Joel’s prophecy: “The sun shall be 
turned into darkness, and the moon 
into blood, before the great and notable 
day of the Lord come: And it shall come 
to pass, that whosoever shall call on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved (Acts 
2:20&21).”

In the book of Revelation, John en-
larged upon the prophecy: “And I beheld 
when he had opened the sixth seal, and, 
lo, there was a great earthquake; and the 
sun became black as sackcloth of hair, 
and the moon became as blood; And the 
stars of heaven fell unto the earth, even 
as a fig tree casts her untimely figs, when 
she is shaken of a mighty wind (Revela-
tion 6:12&13).”

“And the fourth angel sounded, and 
the third part of the sun was smitten, 
and the third part of the moon, and the 
third part of the stars; so as the third 
part of them was darkened, and the day 
shone not for a third part of it, and the 
night likewise (Revelation 8:12&13).”

The idea that a third of the sun is 
smitten may be a reference to a partial 
eclipse, similar to the one that will occur 
on Rosh Hashanah in the Jewish year 
5775 – September 13, 2015. 

These are the biblical passages that 
deal with the subject. We cannot tell 
you that the solar and lunar eclipses that 
will occur in 2008, 2009, 2010, 2014, 
and 2015 are the fulfilments of Bibli-
cal prophecy, but they are fascinating 
enough to issue, not a warning, but a 
watch. “Keep looking up! 
From: www.prophecyinthe news.com

Signs in the heavens in 2014 & 2015
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THE Cross is represented by the 
ancient altars of Israel, where 

there were to be no groves, or decora-
tions, around the altar. Th e heathen 
had their own altars, corrupted from 
the true altar. Th e modernist says that 
our Gospel of the blood of the Cross 
is inspired by pagan blood sacrifi ces 
and altars. It is the other way around. 
Pagan sacrifi ces are corruptions, ei-
ther conscious or unconscious, of the 
authentic sacrifi ces of scripture. Be-
cause they did not like to look at the 
ugly spectacle of their blood soaked 
altars, they planted trees around them 
to lessen the severity.

Th e Church must ever remember that 
the Cross is an awful thing. It is not an 
entertaining spectacle. It is a bloody 
horror. Campbell Morgan said, “Th ere 
are people who look upon the Cross 
of Christ as vulgar. We agree. It is the 
most vulgar object in the history of the 
world. But, whose is the vulgarity? Not 
that of God’s Son who gave His blood to 
wash away our sin.” It is the vulgarity of 
those who nailed Him there, who blas-
phemously deny its necessity. It is the 
vulgarity of those who still by criticising 

the Bible make light of sin.
Because God’s altar in ancient days was 

awful and repulsive, men planted groves 
of trees around it. God commands, “no 
groves!” Sacrifi ce is awful. We are to 
present to the world and to ourselves 
the naked splendour, the bloody glory of 
the Cross. Th e Cross must be our only 
appeal. Th e Cross itself must be the only 
attraction. 

It is wrong to arrange any kind of bait 
to entice people into our services. Th e 
Holy Spirit will honour faith and the 
simple proclamation of the naked truth 
that Jesus saves through the blood of 
His Cross.

In Exodus 34:13, God commanded to 
destroy enemy groves. “You shall cut 
down their groves.” In our text, we have 
God’s command not to plant groves 
in imitation of the pagan embellished 
altars. “You shall not plant a grove.” 

In Deuteronomy 31:29, we have Moses’ 
prophecy of the coming failure and diso-
bedience of Israel. Th en in Judges 3:7, 
we have the record of their disobedience 
and failure. “And the children of Israel 
did evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
forgot the Lord their God, and served 
the Baals and the groves.” 

If God’s ancient people failed, so can 
we. Th ey lost the vision and corrupted 
the pattern. It appears to me that 100 
years aft er the latter day outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit, we have lost the simplic-
ity and glory of Pentecost. 

Th ere must be no groves, no beautify-
ing, no easing of the severity. We must 
proclaim in absolute truthfulness what 
God has given us. Th e nearer we get to 
the splendour of the naked Cross, the 
more the glory of the Lord surrounds 
us. We are happy to preach it, and 
sinners are moved by the simplicity of 
this unadorned Gospel. No earthly or 
natural beauty must ease the severity or 
the tragedy of innocent death. 

Hosea 4:13 shows the people still cor-
rupting their holy altars. “Th ey sacri-
fi ce... under oaks, and poplars and elms, 
because the shadow thereof is good.” 
Th ere you have it, “the shadow is good.” 
Light is convicting, making sinners feel 
uneasy at the Cross. Reducing the sever-
ity of the Word, to make sanctifi cation 
and responsibility lighter, is abhorrent 
to God. Th ere must be no groves, only 
the fl aming light of the truth.

King Ahaz saw an elaborate altar at 
Damascus. He coveted such an altar, so 
he gave instruction to the wicked priest 
Urijah to have such an altar made, to 
remove the blood-stained altar from the 
east of the temple and, in its place, put 
this decorated altar. “And he burnt his 
burnt off ering and his meat off ering... 
and sprinkled the blood of his peace 
off erings upon the altar (2 Kings 16:10-
16).” He believed in blood sacrifi ce, his 
name was associated with the truth that 
salvation is possible only through sacri-
fi ce of the innocent. 

But blood sacrifi ce avails nothing if 
it is not sprinkled in accordance to the 
pattern. It is as we walk in the light that 
the blood of Jesus cleanses us. Ahaz was 
walking in the dark. Th e blood did not 
avail. Ahaz said, “And the brazen altar 
shall be for me to inquire by.” He dared 
not move the altar altogether. He put 
the altar of God in a second place. 

Th e great sin of today is that we have 
relegated the Cross to a secondary place, 
planning attractive introductions to its 
severity. We cannot use the Cross as a 
lucky charm. Many wear a cross of gold, 
using that which is to destroy self to at-
tract attention to self.

Th ere must be no amusements to 
entertain and charm people. No scented 
paths to the Cross. Th ere can be no 
entertainment to make the meetings 
attractive. Th e end of that is belly danc-
ing in the church. Th e Cross is not a 

The 
naked 

cross



Prepare the Way 1�

spectacle for entertainment. That which 
came nearest the Cross at Calvary were 
sin and thieves. Only Jesus and sin were 
there. Murder, rejection, betrayal, unbe-
lief, that is the position today. 

There is nothing in this world but sin 
and Jesus. Thank God, there is Christ. 
It is the same in the church, nothing 
but Jesus and sin. Sin is everywhere. It 
is only in Christ, not ourselves, that we 
have hope. There is still enough weight 
of sin upon you and me to carry us to 
a lost eternity, but thank God, Christ 
died for sin. Church, we must always 
beware of things which seem to indicate 
a halfway house between sin and the 
Saviour!

Evil follows small 
departures

Thank God for men like Josiah, who 
destroyed all the ungodly add-ons to 
worship, both foul and fain. “He broke 
down the houses of the Sodomites that 
were by the house of the Lord, where 
the women wove hangings for the grove 
(2 Kings 23:7).” What unspeakable evil 
follows in the wake of small departures 
from the pattern! Sodomites are by the 
sanctuary. Look at the Church before 
the reformation. Godly men were ex-
ecuted because they dared to denounce 
incestuous church heads sinning with 
their own family. 

Every conceivable vileness develops 
from small departures from the true 
pattern. 

Josiah not only destroyed the foul add-
ons, but the fair also, the things which 
seemed so charming, helpful, innocent. 
This included the place where women 
wove tapestries for the grove. We must 
beware of the honey of sweet sentiment 
and outer embellishment. There must 
be no effeminate sentiment influencing 
our services or message. “And he broke 
in pieces the images, and cut down the 
groves, and filled their places with the 
bones of men (2 Kings 23:14).” He rel-
egated the whole evil practice to death. 
No decorations! 

“You shall not plant a grove.” It has 
been suggested to, and accepted by the 
Church, that the using of the world’s big 
wigs is an acceptable means of drawing 
people in. It is not uncommon to see the 
ungodly, the Christ rejecter, being used 
as a part of the religious act. Can you 
imagine Jesus using Herod to draw men? 

In my travels, I have had the sugges-
tion given that I should use certain big 
names in the church and on the TV 
programmes. I said, “No, thank you. 
I have found my celebrity, and I am 

charmed with His unaided presence and 
message.” 

Lilac and rose trees are sweet-scented 
sin to hide the naked splendour of the 
Cross. The sin of religious garb is that it 
gives an appearance of goodness to sin-
ners, and attracts the simple to men and 
offices. Only One is good. We are all sin-
ners. Christ is our only centre!

There must be no additions of any sort 
to aid the work of the Cross. The best of 
the world, added to the Cross, fouls it. 
No groves, no gardens! They are beauti-
ful and desirable in their place, but they 
must never be associated with the Cross. 
The best of earth is no degree of Heaven. 
Flowers, poetry, music, and the like, are 
beautiful, but they cannot lift the soul 
above the earth to which they belong. 

Jesus needs no other person or force 
to draw all men unto Himself. It is not 
what will draw, but Who will draw. He 
says, “I will draw... unto me.” Not unto 
us, not unto a building, not unto an 
organisation, but “unto me.” We must 
preach a person, not a policy or a princi-
ple, but a person. Not a movement, but a 
Master. Not a creed, but the Christ. Not 
a system, but a Saviour.

There must be sacrifice and blood only 
in unaided splendour. Salvation is God’s 
work unaided. Who are we that we can 
add one iota to God’s plan of salvation 
by sacrifice? You remember, the altar 
erected after Sinai was built of earth 
only? If stone was used, it must not be 
hewn stone, or it would be polluted. 
Any human touch pollutes the Cross. 

At the Passover, it was blood or no 
blood, nothing else. Even the agent 
of sprinkling was God’s handiwork, 
hyssop, not brushes or wisps of human 
fabrication. There must be no addition 
of the human to the plan of God. We 
must learn that the Cross only saves, at-
tracts, and sanctifies. The Cross must be 
all. No groves!

There must be no imitations, no shams. 
“Neither shall you set up any image 
which the Lord your God hates.” We do 
not set up actual images in the church 
today. However, they may represent 
some modern folly or profanity. Christ 
is not only the only Saviour, His way 
is the only way of salvation. The Cross, 
properly seen, eliminates all else. There 
is a difference between idols and images. 
Idols are symbols of other supposed 
powers. There are none. Images are 
representations or counterfeits of real 
powers. They are unlawful. 

Gifts? Tongues? Born-again? Love? 
There are counterfeits of all of these in 
the modern church. “You shall destroy 

their altars, break down their images, 
cut down their groves.”

There must be no reduction of the 
perfect standard. “You shall not sacrifice 
to the Lord your God any bullock or 
sheep wherein is blemish... for that is 
an abomination to the Lord your God 
(Deuteronomy 17:1).” Christ is the per-
fect sacrifice. Perfection is the least God 
will accept. Everything is blemished, 
except Jesus. 

Calvary is not sloppiness, not mere 
sentiment. It is cold logic and scorch-
ing realism. There must be no honey in 
the offering, honey is too sweet to the 
natural to be considered a sacrifice. It is 
indulgence. 

When the women were weeping fol-
lowing the Cross, Jesus said, “Weep for 
yourselves,” not for the sufferings of 
Christ. Let them weep for themselves 
that their sins were the cause of such sac-
rifice. May God help the Church to tear 
away the groves, decoration, tapestries 
around the Cross so that the world and 
all may see that it was not the Romans 
that crucified Him, it was our sins. 

No cribs or 
crucifixes

There must be no cribs or crucifixes. 
What good is a sculptured crucifix 
invoking fleshly tears? Let us make no 
avenues of sweet music to the Cross. We 
must without sentiment destroy every 
trace of sentiment, worldliness, ritual, 
decoration, corruption, imitation, and 
furbishing of the Cross.

We must finally beware of outside 
helps. “Mark well the entering in of 
the house.” “Shew them the coming in 
thereof (Ezekiel 43:11, 44:5).” It is not 
only important what we preach when we 
get the people together, it is important 
how we get them there. There must be 
no appeal to the taste of entertainment. 
If the Cross does not draw men in, it is 
better that they are outside. 

Offering jobs and offices to keep 
people in the church is bribery and cor-
ruption. We can easily offend Heaven in 
our coffee and buns to induce soldiers 
into half-hearted and semi-entertain-
ment meetings. God would have all men 
to be saved, but let us never lower the 
standard or pander to their tastes. If the 
prodigal son had been offered ice cream 
and cake in continued supply, he would 
have been content to stay in the hog pen. 
Preservation drove him home. Salvation 
is not parties or frolic. It is repentance, 
and faith in the finished work of Cal-
vary, the place of the naked cross.
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by Britt Gillette 

HOW would you like to have a 
luxurious mansion with sweep-

ing vistas, great neighbours, and 
perfect weather? Even more so, how 
would you like to be given this man-
sion, free of charge? Believe it or not, 
such an offer is on the table right now, 
and it can be yours for a limited time 
only.

If you’ve ever dreamed of having 
greater wealth than any person on earth, 
then you’ve come to the right place. 
Keep on reading, and you’ll learn the 
details of the greatest real estate deal in 
human history.

It’s the offer of a lifetime. Free real es-
tate with no money down, and you don’t 
even have to pre-qualify or meet any net 
worth requirements. However, there is 
one catch – you do need to be well con-
nected. In order to close this once-in-a-
lifetime deal, you must have an intimate 
and personal relationship with the man 
who’s offering it.

By now, most would be sceptical. 
Nothing’s free, right? But I assure you, 
this is not a pyramid scheme or a late-
night infomercial scam. This offer comes 
from the most trustworthy person in the 
entire universe – Jesus of Nazareth.

If you’ve spent most of your life chas-
ing after the pleasures and luxuries of 
this world, then I ask you to take a mo-
ment of your time and consider the fol-
lowing offer from Jesus. After all, it’s a 
pretty sweet deal. He’s offering you a life 
of abundant wealth in a luxurious man-
sion with amenities beyond your wildest 
dreams, and best of all, the wealth He 
offers lasts forever!

But don’t take my word for it, this is 
what Jesus says: 
“Don’t let your hearts be troubled. Trust 
in God, and trust also in me. There is 
more than enough room in my Father’s 
home. If this were not so, would I have 
told you that I am going to prepare a place 
for you? When everything is ready, I will 
come and get you, so that you will always 
be with me where I am. And you know 
the way to where I am going (John 14:1-4 
(all Scriptures NLT)).”

What is this place that Jesus has pre-
pared for those who trust in Him? And 
what does it look like? Fortunately, the 
Book of Revelation describes it in detail: 
“So he took me in the Spirit to a great, high 
mountain, and he showed me the holy 
city, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven 
from God. It shone with the glory of God 
and sparkled like a precious stone – like 
jasper as clear as crystal. The city wall was 
broad and high, with 12 gates guarded by 
12 angels. And the names of the 12 tribes 
of Israel were written on the gates. There 
were three gates on each side – east, north, 
south, and west. The wall of the city had 
12 foundation stones, and on them were 
written the names of the 12 apostles of the 
Lamb (Revelation 21:10-14).”

Chapters 21 and 22 of the Book of 
Revelation provide an in-depth descrip-
tion of the place Christ is preparing for 
His followers, a place which includes the 
very presence of God Himself:
“No longer will there be a curse upon any-
thing. For the throne of God and of the 
Lamb will be there, and his servants will 
worship him. And they will see his face, 
and his name will be written on their 
foreheads. And there will be no night 

there – no need for lamps or sun – for the 
Lord God will shine on them. And they 
will reign forever and ever (Revelation 
22:3-5).”

To all who wish to live in such a place 
and consume the water of life, the Lord 
Jesus Christ freely issues this invitation:
“The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come.’ Let 
anyone who hears this say, ‘Come.’ Let 
anyone who is thirsty come. Let anyone 
who desires drink freely from the water of 
life (Revelation 22:17).”

The glory of what Christ offers is be-
yond comprehension, and the Return on 
Investment you’ll receive if you accept 
His offer is truly astronomical. Just take 
a moment to consider the terms of His 
offer. The real estate component alone 
makes it the best deal you’ll ever en-
counter – a luxurious mansion never in 
need of repair where God is your neigh-
bour and you live forever while never 
growing hungry or thirsty for anything 
He can’t readily provide. 

Such a place is invaluable. There’s no 
way to put a value on it, because there 
are no comparables. This is a neighbour-
hood completely unique, a truly one-of-
a-kind place, and anyone would be a fool 
to turn down a sweetheart deal like this 
one. In fact, this real estate is so valu-
able, you should be willing to give up 
everything in order to make certain you 
close the deal.

According to Jesus, nothing is of 
greater value than the Kingdom of 
Heaven. You should be more than will-
ing to give up everything you have in 
order to devote the rest of your life to 
obtaining it:
“The Kingdom of Heaven is like a 
treasure that a man discovered hidden 
in a field. In his excitement, he hid it 
again and sold everything he owned to get 
enough money to buy the field (Matthew 
13:44).”

The Kingdom of Heaven is so valuable, 
you should forsake everything else in an 
effort to obtain it. For people of great 
wealth and high position in this world, 
an enormous amount of faith and self-
discipline is required in order to exhibit 
a willingness to trade everything in this 
world for the reward that Christ offers. 
But the payoff is immense. That’s why 
Jesus warned us of the dangers presented 
by love of money and the material and 
physical pleasures of this world.

Because of the pitfalls associated with 
this world, the followers of Jesus must 
be careful not to allow their thoughts 
and ambitions to become captive to the 
things of this world. The danger inher-
ent in pursuing the wealth of this world 

The greatest real estate deal
in human history
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lies in a lack of ambition to produce 
fruit for Christ:
“The seed that fell among the thorns 
represents those who hear God’s word, but 
all too quickly the message is crowded out 
by the worries of this life and the lure of 
wealth, so no fruit is produced (Matthew 
13:22).”

We see this danger firsthand in the 
Gospel of Matthew, when a rich man 
expresses His desire to follow Christ:
“Jesus told him, ‘If you want to be perfect, 
go and sell all your possessions and give 
the money to the poor, and you will have 
treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.’ 
But when the young man heard this, he 
went away sad, for he had many posses-
sions (Matthew 19:21-22).”

Despite his apparent willingness to 
follow Christ, and his acceptance of the 
words and deeds of Jesus as truth, the 
rich man is unwilling to accept Christ’s 
deal. He is unwilling to trade His 
earthly wealth for treasure in heaven. 
As a result, He can never be a follower 
of Christ, because a person cannot serve 
two masters:
“No one can serve two masters. For you 
will hate one and love the other; you will 
be devoted to one and despise the other. 
You cannot serve both God and money 
(Matthew 6:24).”

The man in question could’ve experi-
enced wealth beyond his wildest imagi-
nation. Unfortunately, because of his 
love for this world, he willingly traded 
the finest of pearls for a pile of ashes; He 
traded his buried treasure for a pile of 
counterfeit coins. Don’t make the same 
mistake!

Would you place millions of dollars 
under a mattress instead of inside a 
bank? Of course not! The danger of fire 
or theft is too great. Why then, should 
you treat your heavenly treasures any 
differently? Too many people spend 
their lives hoarding earthly wealth, 
while their heavenly treasures go un-
claimed:
“Don’t store up treasures here on earth, 
where moths eat them and rust destroys 
them, and where thieves break in and 
steal. Store your treasures in heaven, 
where moths and rust cannot destroy, and 
thieves do not break in and steal. Wher-
ever your treasure is, there the desires of 
your heart will also be (Matthew 6:19-21).”

What good is all the wealth in this 
world, if in order to attain it, you have 
to forfeit your soul? Don’t be foolish. 
A deep and intimate relationship with 
the Creator and Master of the Universe 
is far more rewarding than the fleeting 
comforts of this world.

So now that we’ve established what 

really matters, how does one go about 
closing the deal of a lifetime?

To properly close the deal requires 
humility:
“God blesses those who are humble, for 
they will inherit the whole earth (Mat-
thew 5:5).”

Why is humility required? Because to 
accept Christ’s offer, one must acknowl-
edge His glory. Obtaining the Kingdom 
of God independently is simply not an 
option. It’s impossible. Only one person 
can open the door to the Kingdom of 
Heaven – Jesus Christ:
“I am the way, the truth, and the life. No 
one can come to the Father except through 
me (John 14:6).”

To those who are willing to repent, 
humble themselves and accept Christ’s 
sacrifice on the cross as payment for 
their sins, a Kingdom awaits – built on 
the foundation of Christ’s glory:

“Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared 
for you from the creation of the world. 
For I was hungry, and you fed me. I was 
thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was 
a stranger, and you invited me into your 
home. I was naked, and you gave me 
clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. 
I was in prison, and you visited me (Mat-
thew 25:34-36 ).”

Things of the world 
seen as valuable

The Kingdom of Heaven is yours to in-
herit. It’s already yours if you simply lay 
claim to it, so don’t be worried when the 
world mocks you as foolish for accept-
ing it. To such people, the things of this 
world are perceived as valuable, while 
the rewards of Christ are perceived as 
worthless. Don’t worry about what such 
people say. Instead, pray for them. For at 
one time, we were all as foolish as they 
are. Pray they recognise the value of true 
treasure, to the very point of sacrificing 
their lives in order to obtain it: 
“God blesses you when people mock you 
and persecute you and lie about you and 
say all sorts of evil things against you 
because you are my followers. Be happy 
about it! Be very glad! For a great reward 
awaits you in heaven (Matthew 5:11-12).”

Don’t let their ridicule divert your 
focus, for you have full knowledge of the 
reward which is just around the corner:
“God blesses those who are persecuted for 
doing right, for the Kingdom of Heaven is 
theirs (Matthew 5:10).”

Remember, our Lord Jesus Christ 
was Himself persecuted by this world. 
What, then, makes us think we will 
encounter anything less? 
“You know that the rulers in this world 

lord it over their people, and officials 
flaunt their authority over those under 
them. But among you it will be different. 
Whoever wants to be a leader among you 
must be your servant, and whoever wants 
to be first among you must become your 
slave. For even the Son of Man came not 
to be served but to serve others and to give 
his life as a ransom for many (Matthew 
20:25-28).”

Follow the example of Jesus and serve 
others. If you do, even the smallest act 
will be acknowledged by our Lord:
“And if you give even a cup of cold water 
to one of the least of my followers, you will 
surely be rewarded (Matthew 10:42).”

So don’t worry when others call you 
foolish. Instead, trust with absolute 
faith that Jesus Christ will make good 
on His promise to reward you. The re-
turn you will receive from serving Him 
is far greater than any financial return 
the world can offer:
“I assure you that everyone who has given 
up house or brothers or sisters or mother 
or father or children or property, for my 
sake and for the Good News, will receive 
now in return a hundred times as many 
houses, brothers, sisters, mothers, chil-
dren, and property – along with perse-
cution. And in the world to come that 
person will have eternal life. But many 
who are the greatest now will be least 
important then, and those who seem least 
important now will be the greatest then 
(Mark 10:29-31 ).”

Despite what the world may tell you, 
you lose nothing of real value by follow-
ing Christ. In fact, it’s just the opposite 
– you gain everything!

It’s the deal of a lifetime, and all you 
have to do is accept it. If you haven’t 
taken advantage Christ’s offer, I strongly 
encourage you to do so today. Like all 
great deals, it’s available for a limited 
time only. Once your life is over, the 
deal is no longer on the table. Right 
now, it’s available free of charge to as 
many people as are willing to accept it. 
It could all be yours – an opulent man-
sion with great neighbours. A personal 
relationship with God Almighty. Eter-
nal life. Wealth beyond belief. It’s yours 
for the taking because Christ gave His 
life. Only a fool would turn down such a 
sweetheart deal. Don’t be a fool.
“That is what the Scriptures mean when 
they say, ‘No eye has seen, no ear has 
heard, and no mind has imagined what 
God has prepared for those who love him 
(1 Corinthians 2:9).’”
“For God loved the world so much that he 
gave his one and only Son, so that every-
one who believes in him will not perish 
but have eternal life John 3:16).”
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by Vance Havner

THE prophet Amos was a country 
preacher, a herder of sheep and a 

gatherer of sycamore fruit. He didn’t 
belong to the elite nor to the intellec-
tuals and, when he went up to Bethel 
to preach, neither his clothes nor his 
sermons were cut according to the 
popular pattern. 

He was sensational. Sensational 
preaching is the kind of preaching some 
preachers don’t like because they can’t 
do it! Out in the solitude, God had laid 
upon the heart of Amos three burdens:

First, under Jeroboam, Israel had 
grown rich and rotten – with the rich 
growing richer and the poor poorer. 

Second, over Israel hung Assyria like 
the sword of Damocles, God’s instru-
ment for the chastisement of a rebellious 
people. 

Th ird, there was the burden of a mes-
sage: “Th e Lord God has spoken, who 
can but prophesy?” 

Amos preached because preach he 
must. As with Jeremiah, there was a 
burning fi re shut up in his bones and he 
could not stay silent. Pity the preacher 
who doesn’t have the holy compulsion, 
the heavenly urgency that cries, “Woe to 

me if I do not preach the gospel!” who, 
like Peter and John, cannot but speak 
the things he has seen and heard. 

So, Amos left  the backwoods for the 
boulevards, and went up to Bethel, the 
political, social, and religious centre of 
the land. He must have been a pic-
turesque fi gure, strolling down Main 
Street, sunburned and with all the 
marks of the countryside upon him. 

But here was no trumpet with an 
uncertain sound. Here was no preacher 
of a rose-water gospel, saying, “You must 
repent as it were, believe in a measure, or 
be lost to some extent.” 

He began: “Th e Lord will roar from 
Zion and utter His voice from Jerusa-
lem; and the habitation of the shepherds 
shall mourn, and the top of Carmel shall 
wither (1:2).” He compared the voice 
of God with the hot breath of a desert 
wind. He preached a God of wrath and 
judgement. 

We live in a sinful generation that does 
not like to be reproved of sin, that would 
have us present God as a grandfatherly 
being, putting His children on His knee 
and winking at the wickedness of the 
sons of men. 

True, God is love, but He is also a con-

suming fi re. Th ere’s no place in Scrip-
ture for a soft  and sentimental God. 

Today the Almighty has been sneered 
at, hell has become a byword, and the 
judgement day a myth. But God is still 
on His throne, the devil has not re-
signed, we are punished for our sins as 
well as by them, and it takes more than 
the polished exegesis of apostate preach-
ers to remove the wrath of God. 

Amos’ prophecy can be stated thus: 
Th e Present Condition; Th e Coming 
Judgement; Th e Passing Opportunity; 
Th e Distant Prospect. 
1. THE PRESENT CONDITION 

Amos began with the profi teers who 
sold the righteous for silver, the poor for 
a pair of shoes (2:6); who panted aft er 
the dust on the head of the poor (2:7); 
who stored up violence and robbery in 
their palaces (3:10); who said, “When 
will the new moon be gone, that we 
may sell corn? And the Sabbath, that we 
may set forth wheat, making the ephah 
small, and the shekel great, and falsify-
ing the balances by deceit (8:5)?” 

Amos could say everything today that 
he said in Bethel and be completely up 
to date. When a preacher condemns 
national evils, someone is sure to ask, 
“What does he know about econom-
ics?” When Paul started on his voyage to 
Rome, he said there would be a storm; 
the captain of the ship said there would 
not he a storm. Th ey listened to the cap-
tain and sailed away to shipwreck. 

Today men listen to the captain of the 
ship and not to Paul; to the voice of in-
formation, not revelation. It is the day of 
the experts, who know more and more 
about less and less; who, if they were all 
laid in a row would never reach a conclu-
sion. Th e professors have failed, but men 
heed not the prophet. 

Next, Amos turned to the idle rich 
who then, as do the rich now, lived in 
palatial ease in a day of misery, lying 
on beds of ivory, stretching themselves 
on couches, eating the lambs out of the 
fl ock, the calves out of the midst of the 
stall (6:4). Th ey chanted to the sound of 
the harp (6:5). 

Th e prophet spoke also of those who 
“drink wine in bowls and anoint them-
selves with the chief ointments (6:6).” 
Th at is again timely in a world that fi lls 
its bowls with legal alcohol and profi ts 
from the deadly poison that will ruin its 
children. As to the ointments, they have 
long since been the craze of women who 
paint the outside to hide the dreari-
ness within, putting everything in the 
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showcase of the face with nothing in the 
shelves of the soul. 

Beauty is a by-product but we’ve made 
it a business. Jezebel is the only Bible 
woman of whom it is recorded that she 
painted her face, and she was a poor ex-
ample. “Favour is deceitful, and beauty 
is vain: but a woman who fears the Lord, 
she shall be praised (Proverbs 31:30).” 

Indeed, to the women of the land 
Amos was no more elegant in his 
preaching than usual: “You cows of 
Bashan who oppress the poor, who 
crush the needy, who say to your hus-
bands, ‘Bring, and let us drink.’” 

What would he say today? Scripture 
teaches the dependence of woman upon 
man but women have become independ-
ent, and the breakdown of our social 
fabric is due in no small part to the 
defection of womanhood. A. C. Dixon 
said man is the head of the home and 
woman the heart but that a home with 
two heads and no heart is a monstrosity. 

Amos turned to the home life of Israel: 
“I raised up some of your sons for proph-
ets and some of your young men to be 
Nazarites... But you gave the Nazarites 
wine to drink; and commanded the 
prophets, saying, you shall not prophesy 
(2:11&12).” 

Today family worship has become 
almost as extinct as the covered wagon. 
With Mother at the mall and the young-
sters out having fun, someone has said 
that “the autocrat of the breakfast table 
is a sovereign without a realm.” 

There’s just as much authority in the 
home as ever, but now it’s the children 
who have it! It’s been said that in the 
modern home everything is controlled 
by a switch except the children! 

Indeed, God raised up the youth to be 
His own but we have given them wine 
to drink, both literally and figuratively. 
We have closed the Bible and junked 
the family altar; duty and discipline are 
out of date; impulses have supplanted 
principles, and instead of Nazarites we 
have Nihilists! 

It is not surprising that a prophet 
like Amos should encounter the court 
preacher, Amaziah (7:10-14). This digni-
fied clergyman objected to such plain 
preaching, saying to Amos, in effect: 
“Your rusticity is out of place here in the 
metropolis; you belong to the back-
woods, not to the boulevards.” 

Amos replied, “I was no prophet, nei-
ther was I a prophet’s son... but the Lord 
took me as I followed the flock, and the 
Lord said to me, ‘Go, prophesy to my 

people Israel.’” That is sufficient author-
ity for any man to preach. 

When Paul was called, he “conferred 
not with flesh and blood.” We confer 
with flesh and blood; we seek the ap-
proval of men rather than credentials 
from God. We must choose whether 
we will listen to Amos or Amaziah. 
Amaziah is still in the pulpit; Pollyan-
nas wearing rose-coloured glasses, paint-
ing the clouds with sunshine, preaching 
peace when there is no peace. 

Of course, Sunday morning bench-
warmers can’t endure Amos; they will  
sigh, “This is a hard saying; who can 
hear it?” and go down to the Memorial 
Church to hear Dr Sounding-Brass give 
book reviews. 

It was against such religion – form 
without force and ritual without right-
eousness – that Amos cried: “Come to 
Bethel and transgress; at Gilgal multiply 
transgression... Bethel shall come to 
nought.” It is God saying in irony: “For 
all your formality, your uprisings and 
downsittings, you are Sardis, dead with a 
reputation for being alive, a-jitter with a 
delirium of statisticitis, religiosity with-
out reality, faultily faultless, icily regular, 
splendidly null.” 
2. THE COMING JUDGEMENT 

“Woe to you that desire the day of the 
Lord! To what end is it for you? The day 
of the Lord is darkness and not light.” 
So cried the prophet against those who 
look for better times around the corner. 

He pictured them running from a lion 
to meet a bear – leaping from the frying-
pan into the fire. Today the world faces 
judgement, and there is no reason to 
believe she will fare better than the na-
tions of the past. God declared through 
Amos: “I destroyed the Amorite before 
them, whose height was like cedars and 
strength like oaks (2:9).” 

God has destroyed the Amorite before 
us. The wisdom of Egypt, the might of 
Babylon, the art of Greece, the laws of 
Rome, these did not save them. It has 
been said that Rome’s decline began 
when her citizens left the Forum where 
public issues were discussed and went to 
the Coliseum where the prize-fights of 
that day were held. Verily, we have gone 
to the Coliseum. Having broken the 
rudder, we are heading for the rocks. 
3. THE PASSING OPPORTUNITY 

In a vision given to Amos, God put 
a plumb line in the midst of Israel and 
compared the nation to a basket of 
summer fruit ripe for judgement. God’s 
plumb line is among us today, and we 

are not merely ripe – we are rotting. 
All sorts of remedies are being pro-

posed for our national ills but we treat 
the symptoms instead of the disease. 

It is not money we need, for God’s 
remedy is without price. It is not more 
education we need, for the trouble is of 
the heart, not the head. Politics cannot 
save us. 

What shall we do? Amos gave us the 
only remedy in chapter 4:12: “Prepare to 
meet your God!” 

Men no longer believe they are has-
tening on to the great accounting, but 
despite that we are passing away to the 
great judgement day. There is a Judge, a 
judgement, and a standard of righteous-
ness that must be met. 

But, thank God, it has been met in 
Jesus Christ, Who was made sin for us 
that we might be made the righteous-
ness of God in Him. To receive Him 
into the heart by simple faith is to pre-
pare to meet God, for it is only through 
being clad in His righteousness alone 
that we are able to stand faultless before 
the throne. 
4. THE DISTANT PROSPECT 

Amos was a stern prophet but his book 
closes with one of Scripture’s brightest 
passages as he paints the picture of a 
restored Israel (9:11-15). After all, he was 
an optimist, for there are two kinds of 
optimism – blind optimism and Bible 
optimism. 

Blind optimism sings, “God’s in His 
heaven, all’s right with the world.” Bible 
optimism does not shut its eyes and 
whistle its way past the graveyard. All 
is not well with the world but better 
times are around the corner – God’s 
corner. We Bible Christians look for a 
better day but it will not be legislated 
by experts nor built by the blueprints of 
human wisdom. 

We have a civic pride but it is in that 
Great White City that’s soon coming 
down.

To whom shall we listen, Amaziah or 
Amos? Men want the bright side, but 
the right side is eventually the bright 
side. Amos was unpopular, but he was 
right. 

Today we listen to the voices instead of 
to the Voice. Instead of inquiring vainly 
here and there, “Watchman, what of the 
night?” let us learn in the modern appli-
cation of this old prophecy the present 
condition, the coming judgement, the 
passing opportunity, and the distant 
prospect. 
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by Jay Rogers 
While women weep as they do now – I’ ll 
fight!
While little children go hungry as they do 
now – I’ ll fight!
While men go to prison, in and out, in 
and out – I’ ll fight!
I’ ll fight to the very end!
General William Booth, Founder of the 
Salvation Army

IT was the summer of 1865, and 
London, England was the focal 

point of the world. Great Britain was 
the most powerful nation on earth. As 
it was said – “the sun never sets on the 
British Empire.”

Yet the city of London was fast grow-
ing from a rural city into a travesty. 
Almost a million souls crowded into 
alleys and tenement buildings. Parts 
of London held over 200 people to the 
acre; 370 sewers flushed into the River 
Thames; three million chimneys poured 
soot and smoke into the air; rats filled 
grimy brick buildings; the warm sum-
mer air of market places reeked of decay-
ing vegetables, gin, animal dung and 

smoke. The whole city stank. 
Cholera epidemics sprang 
up now and again taking the 
highest toll on the poor.

The Victorian Empire was 
sharply divided between the 
upper class and the paupers 
of the destitute lower class. 
In the alleys and by the 
docks often lay the dead, the 
sick, and the dying. Human 
refuse went untended by the 
Lords of the richest nation 
on earth.

Amidst the drunks, the 
prostitutes and dirty street 
urchins strode a lone figure. 
He was tall and thin with a long straight 
nose and a firm jaw. But dominant 
among features were his piercing grey 
eyes which glared with frightening 
intensity. He held a black Bible in one 
hand and cried, “There’s a heaven in 
London for everyone! For everyone who 
will stop and think and look to Christ 
as a personal Saviour!”

He magnetically drew the rapt atten-
tion of American sailors, of soldiers on 
furlough, of bearded Jewish mer-
chants, and London street girls in red 
blouses. Thirty-six-year-old William 
Booth strode alone toward home 
at night to the haven of his sweet 
wife Catherine, who was, as always, 
waiting anxiously. As he moved 
quickly by the bare-footed flower 
girls and the street children who 
begged for money, he felt his heart 
well up with compassion for these 
lost souls and a tingling sensation 
overcame his body.

Around midnight, he walked 
into his living room and gazed at 
his wife Catherine, his face aglow 
and his eyes shining, “Tonight, 
my darling,” he announced, “I’ve 
found my destiny!“

The Salvation Army
“Thou art beautiful, O my 

love, as Tirzah, comely as Jeru-

salem, terrible as an army with banners 
(Song of Songs 6:4).”

By all accounts, the one most obvious 
example of Christian social compas-
sion and practical concern by any group 
in contemporary history is the Salva-
tion Army. The works of the holy army 
launched by the young Methodist Wil-
liam Booth (1829-1912) and his astonish-
ing wife Catherine Mumford Booth 
(1820-1890) are legendary. Almost every 
type of outreach and care for the poor 
and downtrodden imaginable were 
both attempted and usually successfully 
implemented by this radical band.

William Booth’s In Darkest England 
And The Way Out outlines a grand 
scheme for the rehabilitation of an 
entire nation, a grand social reconstruc-
tion plan a century ahead of its time. 
Catherine’s brilliant preaching and 
writing affected hundreds of thousands. 
Her temperance tracts, written under an 
assumed name, were widely distributed 
throughout Europe.

Though suffering from curvature of 
the spine, never to know a pain-free day 
in her life, and often lonely and con-
fined, she read the entire Bible straight 

The Holy Army 
that changed an empire

From the left: Catherine, 
William, Florence and 

Bramwell Booth
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through eight times by the time she 
was 12 years old. Shortly after, at 14, she 
mastered Finney’s Systematic Theology, 
along with other volumes by Butler, 
Fletcher, Wesley, and other holiness 
writers. These famous works led to her 
strong messages on Christian perfection 
which were to characterise the Army’s 
motivation for service to the world.

The nine Booth children fol-
lowed their parents into full-
time service for the Lord. The 
oldest, Bramwell, became his 
father’s successor as “Gen-
eral.” Young Evangeline, 
with her fiery red hair and 
sparkling eyes, preached 
publicly with even more 
fiery oratory. The Salva-
tion Army’s symbol, a 
shield surrounded by 
a banner, proclaimed 
the “Blood and Fire” 
of God to the world 
and the devil. They 
met social injustices 
head on, some-
times caused riots 
and public out-
rage, but everywhere 
the lost were restored and revival 
followed in their wake.

But one of the most radical chal-
lenges the Salvation Army made to sin 
in society came from one of their sons, 
Bramwell, in a controversial media 
exposure that rocked a nation. Bramwell 
Booth’s young and pretty wife, Florence, 
blue-eyed and normally serene, flinched 
as the full horror of the truth she had 
uncovered struck her sensitive spirit. 

Managing the “Refuge,” a temporary 
haven for streetwalkers, and hook-
ers, she was prepared for evidence of 
widespread prostitution. But she was 
not prepared for what she discovered: a 
terrible network entrapping young girls 
– innocent children often younger than 
13 or 14.

The network posed as employment 
agencies, condoned hideous initiations, 
and then shipped the young girls as hu-
man sexual slave traffic to rich debauch-
ers throughout England and sometimes 
(drugged and nailed alive into coffins) 
to the Continent. The “age of consent” 
in “moral” Victorian England was then 
only 13 in contrast to the Continent’s 21. 
Yet three times legal efforts to raise this 
age in England were met with defeat. 

London was steeped in prostitution; 
one in every 50 English women were 
hookers, with 80 000 prostitutes in the 
city and 2 000 pimps working Charing 
Cross alone.

Their clients were “men in high places; 
not only members of Parliament, but 
Queen Victoria’s cousin, the King of the 
Belgians who spent 1 800 pounds a year 
debauching English girls.” One home 

near Farnham for “fallen children” 
housed 40 girls under 

12 years 
of age. 

One at 
Newport 

housed 50 
under 10.
With her 

own baby 
daughter 

beside her, 
thinking of 

other little girls 
anguish and 

degradation, Flor-
ence cried herself 

to sleep night after 
night. Bramwell, 

her tender-hearted 
husband, was shocked 

but secretly doubted 
i t  c ou ld  b e so bad. Determined to 
check it out, he shortly hereafter met a 
17-year-old girl, Annie Swan, who had 
escaped during the entrapment process. 
Further questioning of other rescued 
girls confirmed the horrible truth – a 
slave-traffic that “could not be matched 
by any trade in human beings known to 
history.”

The 26-year-old Salvation Army Chief 
Of Staff then wrote, “I resolved – and 
recorded the resolve on paper – that no 
matter what the consequences might 
be, I would do all I could to stop these 
abominations, to rouse public opinion, 
to agitate for the improvement of the 
law, to bring to justice the adulterers and 
murderers of innocence, and to make a 
way of escape for the victims!”

Working with a new convert, Rebecca 
Jarrett, a 36-year-old ex-drunkard and 
brothel keeper for 20 years, and the 
famous London editor, William T. 
Stead, the Salvation Army launched a 
fantastic plot to confirm and expose the 
children’s slave traffic – one that was 
eventually to embroil the Army in bitter 
controversy, and result not in the arrest 

and conviction of the child traders, but 
of Jarrett and Stead!

Jarrett posed as a procurer and Stead 
as “one of the wealthy debaucherers to 
whom so many hundreds of the children 
of the poor were annually sacrificed.” 
Obtaining a pretty child called Eliza 
Armstrong for 2 pounds from her moth-
er, they played out and documented the 
entire process, releasing it in the July 6, 
1885 issue of the Pall Mall Gazette. 

It took the British public by storm, in 
a way that can hardly be paralleled in 
newspaper history. It was in such de-
mand that enterprising newspaper boys 
sold the last copies at exorbitant prices.

The “dead” Criminal Law Amend-
ment Bill was suddenly resurrected 
before a packed and excited House of 
Parliament. Within 17 days, more than 
343 000 signatures filled the Salvation 
Army’s “monster petition” to the House 
of Commons. Two miles in length, the 
petition was carried by eight Salvation-
ists on to the floor of the House. In a 
month, the Bill was law, and the age of 
consent was raised to 16.

But the underworld, outraged at their 
exposure, counterattacked. They took 
Stead and Jarrett to court indicting 
them under an 1861 abduction act! This 
“most sensational trial of the 19th cen-
tury” ended in Bramwell’s acquital, but 
Stead and Jarrett respectively received 
three and six month sentences. They 
had succeeded. It cost them dearly, but 
they broke the back of one of the most 
vile and vicious practices in England’s 
history.
Visit Jay’s website at www.forerunner.com
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by David Gardiner
Revelation
Third Day
Distributed by Integrity 
Media Africa
Third Day are one of those 
bands that seem to get it 
right just about every time 
they produce a new album. 
The lyrics are always wor-
shipful with a style that is 
modern but not so noisy as to 
offend – and 
Mac Powell’s 
vocals are 
instantly rec-
ognisable for 
their heavy 
Southern 
accent. Their previous album 
Wherever You Are was more 
adult contemporary but this 
time round they are back to 
a more Southern rock style 
similar to albums like Time 
and Come Together. 

Spiritual themes range 
from cries for God to take 
us and make more of our 
lives, songs of salvation and 
praise and a couple are sung 
from God’s perspective to 
us, offering hope and love. A 
definite highlight musically 
is Otherside where Third Day 
are joined by slide guitarist 
extraordinaire Robert Ran-
dolph for a three-minute jam 
about moving into new levels 
with God. Born Again sees 
the band joined by female 
vocalist Lacey Mosley for a 
duet, her sweet vocals mixed 

well with Mac’s gravelly 
tones.

The band may be 13 albums 
into their career but they 
have never sounded so fresh 
– and while the songs are bet-
ter suited to listening instead 
of singing, this is certainly an 
album with plenty of replay 
value.
Selected previous albums: 
Wherever You Are, Wire, 
Come Together
Similar Artists: Casting 
Crowns, Building 429
Diep Riviere
Jan Hoogendyk
Distributed by Brettian 
Productions
In what seems to be a par-
ticularly fruitful time for 
quality Afrikaans worship 
music, Jan Hoogendyk (with 
previous experience as the 
English art-
ist “Mono”) 
has followed 
the advice of 
friends and 
brought his 
consider-
able experience to the task 
of writing new Afrikaans 
songs. No surprise to hear 
that the pastor at his church 
in George (and sometimes 
co-songwriter) is none other 
than Koos from Prophet, one 
of the pioneers of modern 
Afrikaans worship. 

Newly founded Broken 
Records have signed Jan and 
produced the album, and 

the result is very much how 
Delirious or Matt Redman 
might sound had they been 
performing in Afrikaans. 
The songs are easy to pick 
up and sing but at the same 
time they have a fresh sound 
to them. The opening track 
has already been road-tested 
in his home church and it’s 
easy to hear why it would be 
popular, with all the pieces 
that make a great worship 
song. 

Of course, the downside 
of there being a revival in 
Afrikaans worship is that 
new artists have to be extra 
special to stand out from the 
others – but if these 10 songs 
are anything to go by then 
Jan has a good shot at being 
a frontrunner. I’m already 
impressed by the quality of 
work that Broken Records 
has produced and look for-
ward to hearing more from 
them, and Jan, as they bring 
out music that is both wor-
shipful and good to listen to.
Previous albums: None 
similar to this
Similar Artists: Retief 
Burger, Delirious (if they 
were Afrikaans) 
Empty & Beautiful
Matt Maher
Distributed by Integrity 
Media Africa
Chris Tomlin has done it 
again. Just as he did by sing-
ing Indescribable on Arriv-
ing, and creating interest in 
songwriter Laura Story. The 
song in question this time is 
Your Grace Is Enough, which 
featured on the same album 
and has resulted in sudden 
interest in the songwriter. 
Matt Maher 
had re-
leased three 
albums 
prior to 
this but it’s 
mainly on 
the strength of that song that 
this new album has got big-
label support and looks set to 
bring Matt’s worship songs to 

a far broader audience. 
Unsurprisingly the album 

starts off with the song, which 
sounds similar to the ver-
sion Chris Tomlin did. But 
from the second cut it’s clear 
that Matt is not a clone as he 
shows some creative song-
writing in singing of God’s 
love and grace. As the song 
points out, even the people 
we can’t stand are loved by 
God – strange but true! 

The other songs are simi-
larly worshipful and many 
of them would work well in 
a church setting, especially a 
simple song like Lay It Down 
with words that read “Every-
thing I am, Everything I long 
to be, I lay it down at your 
feet.” 

There are 12 songs written 
by Matt and, apart from the 
opener, they are all new to 
the international audience. 
So if you are someone who 
likes the worship music of 
Brenton Brown or Chris 
Tomlin then Matt Maher is 
your must-listen album for 
this year.
Previous albums: Overflow, 
Welcome To Life
Similar Artists: Brenton 
Brown, Chris Tomlin
Going The Second 
Mile
Mel Blackaby
Published by Christian Art
A challenging and inspiring 
read! Perhaps best summed 
up by the write-up on the 
back cover: “The world sees 
your good works on the 
first mile, but they only see 
Christ’s power working 
through you 
on the second! 
First-mile liv-
ing is cramped 
and unsatisfy-
ing. When you 
stride beyond 
it, chains fall off and freedom 
ensues. True rest, fulfill-
ment, joy, and other surpris-
ing treasures become yours 
– when you dare to embark 
on the second mile.”
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Prepare the Way day 
There will be one more 
Prepare the Way day this year 
– on November 23. Peter 
Pollock will be preaching, 
and you are invited to make 
a day of it and stay for a 
(free!) braai and fellowship 
afterwards. For more details, 
please phone (033) 3307 135.

Pastor’s cancer hoax 
hid porn addiction
AN Australian pastor, 
songwriter and worship 
leader – whose hit song The 
Healer was allegedly given to 
him by the Lord on hearing 
that he had been diagnosed 
with terminal cancer – has 
confessed he never had the 
disease. He, in fact, made up 
the story to cover his addic-
tion to pornography.

Michael Guglielmucci, 
former worship leader at a 
church near Adelaide, went 
into hiding after his confes-
sion was read from the pulpit 
by his father, the pastor of 
the church.

“Mike thought he could 
escape the pain by creating a 
diversion from his addiction 
to pornography, so he created 
the cancer scenario,” Pastor 
Danny Guglielmucci said. 
Two Christians killed 
in Iraq
DESPITE the small signs 
of improvement coming out 
of Iraq, the Iraqi Christian 
community is once again in 
the sights of Islamic funda-
mentalists in the northern 
city of Mosul.

The Assyrian International 
News Agency (AINA) has re-
ported the death of a 65-year-
old doctor, Tariq Qattan, 
kidnapped recently by a ter-
rorist group. His family had 
paid a ransom of $20 000, 
but it was not enough money 

to free just one of the many 
Christians kidnapped by fun-
damentalists for extortion. 

Also in Mosul another 
Christian, Nafi Haddad, was 
kidnapped and killed, AINA 
reported. 

The news agency says that 
despite 
the small 
signs of 
improve-
ment 
that 
seem to come from Iraq, the 
Christian community is still 
witnessing more violence: 
Mosul has long been the 
theatre of a genuine slaugh-
ter, forcing more than two 
thirds of the faithful to flee 
elsewhere in search of safety. 
ASSIST News Service 
Temple priest gets a 
second chance
LISTENING to the mission-
aries pray, Gandharu Sahu 
felt a range of emotions. As a 
temple priest in his village in 
Uttar Pradesh, India, Gand-
haru adhered closely to the 
established traditions and 
was devoted to that way of 
life. So when Gospel for Asia 
film team members Ravinder 
Singh and Parkash Sirvastava 
visited his village late last 
year to show a movie on the 
life of Jesus, he drove them 
away with stern protests. 

Now some months had 
passed. Even knowing they 
could face Gandharu’s wrath, 

the missionaries bravely 
returned. 

This time, things were 
different. Gandharu did not 
protest the showing; he actu-
ally came out to watch the 
film himself! A large crowd 
from the village joined him. 

When the movie was over, 
the two missionaries prayed 
for audience members. 
Amazed at the release he felt 
in his heart as they prayed, 
Gandharu knew he had 
to tell everyone. Walking 
forward, he addressed the 
crowd. 

“I was suffering with a lot 
of pain and tension and was 
under the bondage of dark-
ness for many years, but when 
these brothers prayed, I felt 
great peace and joy filling my 
heart. And now I’m a freed 
man,” the priest said. 

The next Sunday, Gand-
haru visited the local church 
and testified of how God 
was working in his life. He 
walked away from his duties 
as temple priest and gave his 
heart to Christ. 
ASSIST News Service 
Anti-Christian 
violence out of control 
in India
REPORTS from eastern 
India of burning Christian 
homes, murdered pastors, 
and massive destruction of 
Christian property continue 
to come in. All India Chris-
tian Council (AICC) leaders 

in Orissa state reported 17 
Christians are dead and 
expect the figure to rise when 
communication is made with 
remote regions.

“Differences over religion 
cannot be blamed for these 
crimes. We are distressed at 
the defiance of law and order 
by Hindu fundamentalist 
leaders and their public com-
ments which are spreading 
lies and hate. Their excuse is 
that followers are uncontrol-
lably angry about Christian 
conversions in the region,” 
said Dr Joseph D’souza, 
AICC President. “We are 
also deeply troubled by the 
state and central govern-
ment’s inadequate response. 
What will convince authori-
ties to protect human rights 
and enforce constitutional 
guarantees?” 
ASSIST News Service 



�� Prepare the Way

by Robert I. Holmes

I AM not sure what you think of 
when I say “prophetic.” In a recent 

survey, done casually at churches I 
have found that many people think of 
prediction, a glimpse into the future 
(either personally or corporately). 
Others suggested helpful advice from 
God, answers to questions they had, 
encouragement… and these responses 
got me thinking.

How far have we come from a Bibli-
cal expression of prophetic ministry? 
These responses are more akin to the 
excitement my kids display when it’s 
Christmas time and we are handing 
out presents; or the joy of a lollypop; or 
a nice meal at a restaurant; or a good 
diagnosis from the doctor which results 
in healing. They do not necessarily get 
to the heart of what prophetic ministry 
really is.

I know one leader who has a prophet 
“on tap” to pray “instant in season” 
about any decision they have on the 
table. He sends her away to find out 
what God thinks, and she brings back 
an answer (affirmation of their chosen 
direction, usually). Is that really what a 
prophet is for? Why did God create the 
prophetic… what purpose does it serve? 
In what way does it differ from other 
gifts, indeed in what way does it differ 
from psychics and clairvoyants who 
offer the kinds of antidotes which the 
above surveyed people are seeking?

Neither Abraham nor Moses had ex-
amples of that kind of prophetic experi-
ence, John the Baptist (whom Jesus said 
was the greatest prophet ever to live) did 
not have any prophetic ministry like this 
and Jesus Christ Himself had scarce few 
examples of it (there was one word of 
knowledge for a woman at the well)… 

David Orton and I were talking about 
this back in March and he made this 
throwaway statement, “90% of prophecy 
in the Bible is forthtelling, not foretell-

ing.” That is, 90% of the words recorded 
as being said by prophets in the Bible 
are not predictive, not futuristic and not 
in answer to a question someone had… 
that’s quite a claim. My own research 
backs his statement up!

Prophetic ministry in the Bible was 
essentially (90% of the time) about:
1. Telling people what is right (which 
they usually knew because the standard 
God expected had been laid out clearly 
in other ways such as the command-
ments of Moses), which involved calling 
them back to that standard;
2. Telling people what God thought 
(which they usually knew because His 
heart had been expressed in many and 
various ways to them before), which of-
ten involved calling them to repentance; 
3. Telling people what is already in 
the Bible (by quoting previous leaders, 
prophets and examples), which involved 
reminding them of what was written;
4. Reminding people of their history/
heritage (by going over their history and 
reminding them about the God they 
served);
5. Bringing information they might not 
know but which was not future (e.g. 
what the headlines mean);
6. Encouraging people along the way 
(which involved stirring them on to 
good works, blessing them, edifying 
them etc.). 

This is a mind-blowing paradigm if you 
think about it, because prophets in the 
Bible were mostly not giving direction 
to the leaders they served, and rarely 
giving future warning to them. They 
are hardly ever standing beside a leader 
affirming, nodding and being yes-men 
and you never see them turn up to a 
gathering and give personal words to 
everybody present!

A simple survey of the New Testament 
will reveal that prophets are in the Body 
of Christ for three essential reasons:
1. Foundation laying (Ephesians 2:20);

2. Equipping the saints (Ephesians 4:15);
3. Leadership and releasing (1 Corinthi-
ans 12:28).

They make sure Christ is central, they 
teach others to hear God’s voice for 
themselves, they release people into 
ministry, they equip people and they 
lead. To reiterate, they do not offer 
personal prophetic words or do much 
prediction.

Now word of knowledge, word of 
wisdom and word of prophecy are abso-
lutely part of the ministry of prophetic 
people. Prediction is certainly a Biblical 
part of prophetic ministry… but it is the 
10% not the 90%!

If you are called into prophetic min-
istry, remind yourself of a few essential 
things: 
1. The local congregation you belong to 
is made up of believers who have access 
to God by the blood of the Lamb, and 
are filled with His Holy Spirit. They 
belong to the Christ, and can hear 
His voice. They do not need to rely on 
someone else – an expert to hear Him 
for them. 
2. The local leaders you serve have a re-
lationship with Jesus, love God and can 
study His Word for themselves. They 
belong to the Lamb and can hear His 
voice. They do not rely on you for direc-
tion, correction or confirmation.

This does, however, leave wide a field 
of ministry beyond the weekend serv-
ice and the 90-minute mêlée we call 
“church!” It means you have a role to 
play in encouraging, cheering on, af-
firming, exhorting, blessing, stirring up, 
reminding and comforting others.

It also means there are millions of peo-
ple out there who have no relationship 
with Jesus and are not yet sheep of His 
pasture – who need to hear from heaven, 
and desire to know if there is a God in 
heaven who cares about them. Remem-
ber – the testimony of Jesus is the spirit 
of prophecy (Revelation 19:10)! 
From: www.stormharvest.com.au
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