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God’s busy...
can I help you?
by Kirk Cameron
SHORTLY after speaking with Ray
Comfort at a Christian Worldview
Weekend seminar in Washington D.C.,
a few friends and I stopped at a diner
to grab something to eat. It was 11.30
pm. We were tired and hungry. Our day
was done. As we sat down, I noticed
that my friend Larry was no longer with
us. I got concerned, so I searched the
restaurant. No Larry.
I went outside and found him a hundred metres away in the parking lot,
witnessing to seven or eight very rough
looking guys with pierced body parts
and tattoos (they were assembling for
a midnight drag race with their modified sports cars).
Larry’s no tough-guy. He looks like
me. All by himself and in the dark, surrounded by cigarette-sucking guys much
bigger than him. My friend Mark
Spence and I moved closer to the pack
just in case they decided to pounce,
when Larry dropped the “G” bomb. He
did.
Larry deliberately swung the conversation to the subject of God, their sin,
and the fact that they could die at any
moment and have to face the Judge of
the Universe to give an account of their
lives. Honestly, Larry looked like a lamb
about to get eaten by a pack of wolves.
Without flinching, he asked one guy
named “Nate-Dog” if he had kept
God’s Ten Commandments. He hadn’t.
Larry then told the gang about the reality of Judgement Day and Hell. This
attracted more teenagers and the pack
of wolves got bigger. There were now
23 of them surrounding Larry the Lamb.
One of the baddest looking guys in the
bunch (named “Simon”) had full arm
tattoos, a giant circle disk inserted into
his stretched out earlobe, and a black
shirt with the face of satan and the caption “God’s busy... can I help you?”
written on it.
Finally, Larry told them of how God, 2
000 years ago, demonstrated His love
for them by sending his Son Jesus Christ
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to die on the cross and pay
the price for their sin. I could
see that Larry was in the “witnessing zone.” As he continued
to tell them about repentance and
faith, fear had left him. He was running on adrenaline and his knowledge
of how to share the Gospel biblically,
trusting the Holy Spirit to work
through him.
After 45 minutes,
Larry was still
standing. No
slaughtering
of
the
lamb. Just
23 teenagers asking honest questions
and listening to God’s Word. I stayed
back, not wanting any of them to notice
“the guy from Growing Pains” and distract from what was happening.
Every one of those young men took a
Gospel booklet called “Save Yourself
Some Pain – Ten Steps for New and
Growing Christians.”

When last did you
go out as a sheep
among wolves?
We overheard one say to his friend,
“I’ll tell you one thing for sure – I’m
reading this before I go to sleep tonight!” Another one prayed with Ray
for God to reveal himself and help him
understand the truth.
As we drove to our hotel rooms at 3
am, we all agreed that we had witnessed something supernatural, and that
if the average Christian had witnessed
what we saw, it would completely fire
them up and alter their view of sharing
their faith.
Alone in my hotel room, reflecting on
the night’s events, I remembered
Simon’s T-shirt with the face of satan
and the written words “God’s busy... can
I help you?” I couldn’t help but think of
how many professing Christians hardly

ever share their faith. They are either
too busy, too afraid, or not equipped to
witness to someone.
Meanwhile, satan is always available,
and extends his hand to the lost, 24/7.
Think about it. If unbelievers feel that
God and those who claim to know Him
are too busy for them, no wonder they
gravitate towards satan’s offer of the
pleasures of premarital sex, illegal drugs,
alcohol, and rebellion against God.
Question: Is it okay for Christians to
be so busy with legitimate acts of worship (like praying, Bible study, and serving at church functions) that we don’t
have time to seek and save those who
are lost and on the brink of eternal Hell?
When’s the last time you went out as a
sheep among wolves and shared your
faith with a non-Christian? I made a
new commitment that night – not only
to love the Lord, but also to love the
lost.
So the next time you see someone
who is not saved (a friend, a family
member, or even a stranger), what message will you send them? “I’m too busy”
or “Can I help you?”
Kirk Cameron, the former star of
the Growing Pains TV series, now
works with evangelist Ray Comfort
in an outreach ministry called The
Way Of The Master. Kirk and his wife,
Chelsea Noble, also star in the Left
Behind series of movies.
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On contentment & suffering
by “Sojourner”
I AM currently experiencing a lot of pressure on my
journey towards the place
of “godliness with contentment.” I have had a measure of “godliness” all my
Christian life, but mostly
with huge discontent. Always looking ahead to tomorrow or living in yesterday, but trying my best to
ignore today so that the
nitty-gritty of my life in
Christ, the unanswered
prayers, the lack of
growth, the absence of
His presence, the mundane and small things that
most of our days consist
of, could be ignored.
But, when we ignore the
present moment, we ignore Jesus Himself.
He wants us to find Him in the nittygritty of our day. We have to find Him
there and participate in the joy of the
discovery that He is indeed Immanuel
– God with us. This discovery brings
about a peace that transcends all understanding as we become present to
everything that happens to us today.
Paul said in 1 Timothy 6 that “godliness WITH contentment is great gain.”
This means that godliness without contentment is possible, and a sad state of
secondary Christian living where we are
constantly second-guessing God, asking angry questions about His existence,
love or faithfulness when our prayers
are not answered.
Our Father is busy leading us on a
“path of righteousness for His name’s
sake;” sometimes into the “valley of the
shadow of death” and sometimes to the
“green pastures and along the still waters.” But all the time He is leading us,
because He does not send us in there
alone but He is with us, even when all
others have forsaken us.
We have to discover the blessing of
“the table in the face of my enemies”–
the feeling you get when you see your
enemies standing helplessly before you
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while you have intimate fellowship with
Jesus. We are learning how glorious the
oil of anointing can feel while death is
staring us in the face.
It is in this part of our journey that we
learn that “only goodness and mercy
shall follow me all the days of my life.”
It is only here that we learn to receive
from the Lord’s hand good and evil and
where the true testimony to the greatness of God is born. It is born as we
grow in contentment. Not the contentment of the world that is dependent on
our circumstances, but a contentment
of faith.
This kind of contentment brings Him
much glory because it says something
about Him. It is like the child who receives correction and does not run away
from the parent to cry alone, but in trust
throws her arms around her mother’s
neck and cries on her shoulder. That
says something about the character of
the mother and about how much the
child trusts her.
Unanswered prayer should evoke this
kind of response from us and this is the
journey – to learn through experience
that we can trust God even when the
“path of righteousness” leads into the
valley of the shadow of unanswered
prayer and loss. The end of that jour-

ney will be a childlike contentment, a
hopeful trust, a faith that is born from
love and works through love. Hebrews
13:5 comes to mind: “Let your conduct
be without covetousness. Be content
with such as you have because He Himself has said, ‘I will never leave you nor
forsake you.’”
For all of us who have gone through a
Job kind of experience recently where
our prayers were not answered, let us
draw strength from this beautiful truth:
Even if we have lost all things, then He
will still be with us. We can not lose
Him and we can glorify Him in the same
way Job did by falling on our faces in
worship.
And if you have responded differently
to your crisis, take courage from the
fact that you are not alone. Even Jesus
had to learn obedience through the
things he suffered and His cry of submission in Gethsemane was bathed in
sweat and tears.
“Sojourner” has been on the Christian
journey for the last 35 years, while
pastoring a local church for 20. He is
married with five children and has been
actively involved in counselling, Christian education and business. His passion
is to know God and see Jesus restored to
His rightful place in the Church. You can
e-mail him on: sojourner@telkomsa.net
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by Leonard Ravenhill
THERE’S nothing more transfiguring
than prayer. People often ask, “Why do
you insist on prayer so much?” The
answer is very simple – because Jesus
did. You could change the title of the
Gospel according to St Luke to the Gospel of Prayer. It’s the prayer life of Jesus.
The writers of the other Gospels say
that Jesus was in the Jordan and the
Spirit descended on Him as a dove –
Luke says it was while He was praying that the Spirit descended on Him.
The others say that Jesus chose 12 disciples – Luke says it was after He spent
a night in prayer that He chose 12 disciples. The others say that Jesus died
on a cross -- Luke says that even when
He was dying Jesus was praying for
those who persecuted Him. The other
writers say Jesus went on a mount and
He was transfigured – Luke says it was
while He was praying that He was
transfigured. There’s nothing more
transfiguring than prayer.
The Scriptures say that the disciples
went to bed, but Jesus went to pray –
as was His custom. It was His custom
to pray. Now Jesus was the Son of God
– He was definitely anointed for His
ministry. If Jesus needed all that time in
prayer; don’t you and I need time in
prayer? If Jesus needed it in every crisis, don’t you and I need it in every crisis?
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God makes all His best people in loneliness. Do you know what the secret of
praying is? Praying in secret. “But you,
when you pray, go into your inner
room, and when you have shut your
door (Matthew 6:6).” You can’t show
off when the door’s shut and nobody’s
there. You can’t display your gifts. You
can impress others, but you can’t impress God.
1 Samuel 1:1-15 gives an account of
the yearly trip Elkanah and his wife,
Hannah, made to Shiloh to worship and
sacrifice to the Lord. During this time,
Hannah had been distressed that she
was not able to bear a son for her husband. This passage of Scripture gives
quite a descriptive account of her time
in prayer concerning the barrenness of
her womb. It says that Hannah wept.
More than this, she wept until she was
sore. She poured out her soul before
the Lord. Her heart was grieving; she
was bitter of soul, provoked, and of a
sorrowful spirit.
Now that’s a pretty good list of afflictions – sorrow, hardship, and everything
else that came upon this woman. But
the key to the whole situation is that she
was a praying woman. In verse 20 it
says that she reaped her reward. “And
it came about in due time, after
Hannah had conceived, that she

gave birth to a son; and she named
him Samuel, saying, ‘Because I have
asked him of the Lord.’”
Now I say very often – and people
don’t like it – that God doesn’t answer
prayer. He answers desperate prayer!
Your prayer life denotes how much you
depend on your own ability, and how
much you really believe in your heart
when you sing, “Nothing in my hands I
bring, simply to Thy cross I cling...”

More confidence, less
prayer
The more self-confidence you have,
the less you pray. The less self-confidence you have, the more you have to
pray.
What does the Scripture say? It says
that God takes the lowly, the things that
are not. Paul says in 1 Corinthians 1:28
that God takes the things that are not to
bring to nothing the things that are, so
that no flesh should glory in His presence. We need a bunch of “are nots”
today.
Prayer is the language of the poor.
Over and over again David, the King
of Israel, says, “Incline Thine ear,O
Lord, and answer me; for I am afflicted and needy (Psalm 86:1).” And
do you remember that one of the greatest psalms he wrote says, “This poor
man cried and the Lord heard him
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(Psalm 34:6).”
The apostle Paul overwhelms me with
his spirituality, his pedigree, his colossal
intellect. Yet he says that he’s very conscious that when he’s weak, he is
strong. He was always trying to prove
to himself and to others that he was a
nobody.
True prayer is a two-way communication. I speak to God and God speaks
to me. I don’t know how the Spirit
makes communication, or why God
needs me to pray – but that’s how God
works.
One day I was at a conference with
Dr V. Raymond Edman of Wheaton
College, one of the greatest Christian
educators in America. He told us of an
experience he had while he was in Ecuador as a missionary. He hadn’t been
there long before he was sick and dying. He was so near death that they had
already dug his grave. He had great
beads of sweat on his brow and there
was a death rattle in his throat. But suddenly he sat straight up in bed and said
to his wife, “Bring me my clothes!”
Nobody knew what had happened.
Many years later he was retelling the
story in Boston. Afterward, a little old
lady with a small, dog-eared, beaten-up
book, approached him and asked, “What
day did you say you were dying? What
time was it in Ecuador? What time would
it be in Boston?”
When he answered her, her wrinkled
face lit up. Pointing to her book, she said,
“There it is, you see? At 2 am God said
to get up and pray – the devil’s trying to
kill Raymond Edman in Ecuador.” And
she’d got up and prayed.
It may seem the Lord gives you
strange things. I don’t care. If the Lord
tells you something, carry on with what
the Lord tells you.

“What’s the use of
praying if we’re not
right with God?”
Duncan Campbell told about when he
was working in Scotland.
“I couldn’t preach,” he said. “I
couldn’t get through to God. The heavens were solid. It was as though there
was a ceiling of steel.” So he stopped
trying to preach. He asked a young man
named Donald MacPhail to pray. The
boy stood up and said, “What’s the use
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of praying if we’re not right with God?”
He quoted the 24th Psalm, “Who may
ascend into the hill of the Lord?”
You can’t approach God unless your
hands are clean, which means your relationships with others are clean and
your heart is clean. “Who may ascend
into the hill of the Lord? He who has
clean hands and a pure heart (Psalm
24:3-4).”
After the boy recited Psalm 24 he
began to pray. He prayed 10, 15, 20
minutes. Then he suddenly said, “Excuse me, Lord, while I resist the devil.”
He turned around and began to tell the
devil where to go and how to get there.
He fought for all he was worth. You
talk about having on the armour of God
and resisting the devil!
When he finished resisting the devil,
he finished his prayer. He prayed for
45 minutes! When he finished praying
it was just as though God had pulled a
little switch in heaven. The Spirit of God
came down on that church, that community, on the dance hall at the other
end of town, and the tavern on this end
of town. Revival was born in that
prayer!
At the end of Malachi it says, “And
the Lord, whom you seek, will suddenly (that’s the word I like, suddenly)
come to His temple (Malachi 3:1).”
Remember what it says about the shepherds? They were watching their flocks
by night when suddenly there was the
sound of the heavenly host. Do you remember a bunch of men that had been
waiting in the upper room? Suddenly
the Holy Spirit came on them in that
room.
There’s a date in history that I love
very much. It was Wednesday, August
13, 1737. A little group of people in
Moravia were waiting in a prayer meeting. At 11 am suddenly the Holy Spirit
came. Do you know what happened?
The prayer meeting that began at 11 am
lasted 100 years! That’s right. That
prayer room was not empty for a century! It’s the longest prayer among men
and women that I know of. Even children six and seven years old travailed
in prayer for countries the names of
which they couldn’t even spell
In an old town in Ireland they’ll show
you with reverence a place where four
young men met night after night after
night praying for revival. In Wales,
there’s a place in the hills where three

or four young men only 18 or 19 years
old met and prayed night after night.
They wouldn’t let God go; they would
not take no for an answer. As far as
humanly possible they prayed a revival
into birth. If you’re thinking of revival
at your church without any inconvenience, forget it. Revival costs a lot.

We’re content to live
without revival
I can give you one simple reason why
we don’t have revival. Because we’re
content to live without it. We’re not
seeking God: we’re seeking miracles,
we’re seeking big crusades, we’re
seeking blessings. In Numbers 11, Moses said to God, “You’re asking me to
carry a burden I can’t handle. Do something or kill me!” Do you love your nation enough to say, “God, send revival
or kill me?” Do you think it’s time we
changed Patrick Henry’s prayer from,
“Give me liberty or give me death,” to
“Give me revival or let me die”?
In the 30th chapter of Genesis,
Rachael goes to Jacob and throws herself down in despair. She says, “Give
me children or else I die.” Are you
willing to throw yourself down before
God to seek the spiritual birth of spiritual children in our country?
People say, “I’m filled with the Holy
Spirit.” If the coming of the Spirit didn’t
revolutionise your prayer life, you’d
better check on it. I’m not so sure you
got what God wanted you to get.
We’ve said that prayer changes things.
No! Prayer doesn’t change things.
Prayer changes people and they
change things. We all want Gabriel to
do the job. God says do it yourself -with My sufficiency and My strength.
We need to get like this woman,
Hannah. What did she do? She wept,
she was grieved, she said she had a
complaint, she fasted -- and she prayed.
Jesus, the anointed of God, made
prayer His custom. Paul, with his background and intellect, depended on prayer
because he said he was weak. David,
the king, called himself a poor man and
cried to the Lord. Hannah prayed for a
son and gave birth to a prophet. The
prayers of a handful of young men
sparked revival.
There’s nothing more transfiguring
than prayer.
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A time to

blossom & bud

by Helen Gardiner
“In that day the Lord with His severe sword, great and strong, will
punish Leviathan the fleeing serpent,
Leviathan that twisted serpent, and
He will slay the reptile that is in the
sea.
“In that day sing to her, ‘A vineyard
of red wine!
“’I, the Lord, keep it, I water it every
moment, lest any hurt it, I keep it
night and day.
“’Fury is not in Me. Who would set
briers and thorns against Me in battle?
“’I would go through them, I would
burn them together.
“’Or let him take hold of My
strength, That he may make peace
with Me;
And he shall make peace with Me.’
“Those who come He shall cause
to take root in Jacob; Israel shall
blossom and bud, And fill the face of
the world with fruit (Isaiah 27:1-6).”
THIS passage is one which the Lord
recently focused me on, as, I believe, it
is a timely prophetic word for the
Church. Yes, I know these Scriptures
have a direct application to the Jewish
nation and Israel, but I have come to
understand that Gentile disciples of Jesus Christ are also a part of God’s vineyard (John 15:1-8) and together with the
Jews (grafted in as wild olive branches,
see Romans 11), they form the Israel
of God. The word above is, as I said, a
timely reflection of what God is doing
in the Israel of God (the Church) and
where she is headed.
Let us unpack and discuss this passage:
The first verse deals with God’s destruction of Leviathan, “the fleeing serpent.” The good news is that God is
destroying the evil one’s hold upon His
people, and Leviathan is fleeing. Leviathan symbolises satan and/or demonic
forces.
Those people who know all about demonology can tell us more about Leviathan, but for most “regular” disciples,
Paul’s words in Romans 16:19 are wise
and sound words to embrace: “… but I
want you to be wise in what is good,
8

and simple concerning evil.” It is the
truth of the wisdom that exhorts us really to get to know the true God, then
we will be able to discern the counterfeit; rather than being obsessed with the
counterfeit. So let us understand simply that Leviathan symbolises the evil
one and/or his cohorts.
Over the years, through my own experience and battles, the Lord has taught
me much about the enemy, but most of
what He has shown is not to be shared
with just anyone or everyone in the
Church. Immature disciples can so easily become obsessed with the devil and
lose their focus on Jesus Christ; they
can become fearful of those things they
do not fully comprehend, and take on
spiritual battles they are not equipped
to handle.
I am sad to say that the enemy (Leviathan) has been having a field time
within the Church. We have put out the
red carpet for him… by believing he

doesn’t exist, by thinking you don’t find
him in the Church, by us preaching and
teaching a compromised Gospel so that
the people sitting in Church never get
delivered of bondage to sin and demonic
strongholds… and then, charismatics
especially have further fuelled the enemy’s plans by being overly obsessed
with the gifts of the Holy Spirit and the
indiscriminate laying on of hands.
Of significance concerning Leviathan
is that he is referred to, in the passage
above, as a “twisted” serpent. Yes, that
refers to his physical form, but also to
the truth that he is the one who twists
or perverts. He twists the written Word
of God, as well as the words and actions of God’s anointed ones.
But, praise God, He is arising and doing something. He will thoroughly purge
Leviathan’s hold upon His true Church.
That Church is scattered and distributed
within the midst of every gathering in
the name of Jesus Christ (see Jesus’
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parable about the dragnet in Matthew
13:47-50).
Then, moving on to the rest of the passage… the dear and Good Shepherd or
the True Vine is revealed. (I believe,
incidentally, God’s wine will always be
red, because of the blood of Jesus.)
Verses 2, 3 and 4 of this passage reveal the Lord’s nurturing, of those who
are His, those who are part of His vineyard: “’I, the Lord, keep it, I water it
every moment, lest any hurt it. I keep it
night and day. Fury is not in Me. Who
would set briers and thorns against Me
in battle? I would go through them, I
would burn them together.’”
These are the branches who fully
abide in Him and His love, and keep
His commandments (John 15); the
sheep who know Him and His voice,
and follow the Lamb wherever He goes.
And who “will by no means follow a
stranger, but will flee from him (John
10:5).”
Such “little ones” or disciples truly are
in His hand, and no-one will snatch them
out of His hand (John 10:28). These are
those who can rest in all the promises
of Psalm 91 because they have set their
love on Him (Psalm 91:14). God’s beloved Bride of Christ cannot be overcome by the enemy. And the enemy is
being totally banished, and harm “shall
not come near you (Psalm 91:7).”
“I will lift up my eyes to the hills, from
whence comes my help? My help
comes from the Lord, Who made
heaven and earth.
“He will not allow your foot to be
moved; He who keeps you will not slumber. Behold, He who keeps Israel shall
neither slumber nor sleep.
“The Lord is your keeper; The Lord
is your shade at your right hand. The
sun shall not strike you by day, nor the
moon by night.
“The Lord shall preserve you from all
evil; He shall preserve your soul. The
Lord shall preserve your going out and
your coming in from this time forth, and
even forevermore (Psalm 121).”
Getting back to Isaiah 27, verse 5 exhorts us to take hold of the Lord’s
strength, and we know our strength
comes through abiding in the vine.
Thankfully, we are called just to be the
subsidiary branches, and not the roots
and the main trunk.
The Father’s work as vinedresser ensures the whole vine is watered and that
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there is pruning to make us stronger and
more fruitful. Through Jesus Christ we
are reconciled to God the Father, and
are no longer His enemies, but are at
peace with and subdued unto Him.
Verse 6 speaks about the need to take
root in Jacob. While we know that as
New Testament believers we are called
to take root in Jesus Christ, we need
nevertheless to have the character of
perseverance and the desire for God’s
best – such as Jacob had.
God tells us in Malachi 1:2&3, “Jacob
I have loved; but Esau I have hated.”
Esau, for me, typifies apathy and
lukewarmness. Revelation 3:16 tells us
of Jesus’ extremely severe dealings
with the unrepentant lukewarm.
So we need the zeal of Jacob. Most
of us, too, like Jacob, have to have our
unredeemed human nature thoroughly
transformed by God’s breaking processes before we can truly bear a new
name and become the Israel of God that
can “blossom and bud, and fill the face
of the world with fruit.”

The new wine is in
Jesus and His commandments, words
and teachings
“You did not choose Me, but I chose
you and appointed you that you should
go and bear fruit, and that your fruit
should remain, that whatever you ask
the Father in My name He may give
you (John 15:16).”
“If you abide in Me, and My words
abide in you, you will ask what you
desire, and it shall be done for you. By
this My Father is glorified, that you bear
much fruit; so you will be My disciples
(John 15:7&8).”
It is time for the Bride of Christ to bear
Her fruit and to be poured out as new
wine. The new wine is only in Jesus,
and in His commandments and His
words and teachings. The best wine has
been kept for the last times – well-refined red wines. These wines are to be
made with the water of the Word and
the Holy Spirit, and the mature grapes
of our lives, crushed (in our brokenness)
and ground (by our yieldedness)…
poured out, as a love offering to the
coming King. All of this before the coming grapes of wrath.

Meanwhile…
It’s Spring in the Kingdom
The Season of new birth
A time for the Israel of God
To bud and blossom
And then to go forth
And fill the face of the world with
fruit
Good fruit, God fruit, much fruit
That which endures forever
For the glory of the Father
And the Kingdom of His Christ
Spring up, oh wells, from the deep
Rain down, latter rain from the Spirit
All creation waits…
With groans of expectation
For the revealing of the sons of God
In this generation
Even so, come forth Lord Jesus
Come forth quickly
That the world may know
You are God
The Way, the Truth and the Life
Worthy…
To be worshipped and adored
We purify ourselves
So You may find in us
A resting place forever
Our Saviour and our Lord
The Spirit says, “Come”
And we say, “Come”
Now is the time
For You to be made known
In all Your fullness
In and through
Your Bride.
“Sing, O Heavens, for the Lord has
done it! Shout you lower parts of the
earth; Break forth into singing you
mountains, O forest, and every tree in
it! For the Lord has redeemed Jacob,
and glorified Himself in Israel (Isaiah
44:23).”
“And Jesus came and spoke to them,
saying, ‘All authority has been given to
Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptising them in the name of the
Father and of the Son and Of the Holy
Spirit, Teaching them to observe all
things that I have commanded you,
and lo, I am with you always, even to
the end of the age (Matthew 28:1820).”
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by Greg Hinnant
“Because thou hast kept the word
of my patience, I also will keep thee
from the hour of temptation (Revelation 3:10).”
NOT every professing Christian will be
caught up when Jesus appears. That’s
why He repeatedly urged us in the gospels to be “ready” for His appearing, to
prayerfully “watch,” to live “worthily,”
not carnally. Prayerfully ponder His
clear challenges:
“Watch ye… and pray always, that
ye may be accounted worthy to escape
all these things that shall come to pass
(the events of the tribulation period), and
to stand before the Son of man (in
heaven) (Luke 21:36, emphasis mine).”
“Take heed, watch and pray, for ye
know not when the time is… Watch
ye… I say unto all, Watch (Mark 13:3337, emphasis mine).”
“Therefore, be ye also ready; for in
such an hour as ye think not the Son of
man cometh (Matthew 24:44, emphasis mine).”
If every Christian will be taken up regardless of their current spiritual condition, why did Jesus so pointedly and
persistently warn us in this way? Did
He just say these things without really
meaning them? Certainly not! Jesus is
no bluffer! Then His warnings are fully
and precisely accurate and should be
heeded by every Christian in the fear
of the Lord.
10

Jesus further clarified His point by
using examples from the Old Testament.
Luke records that He warned “the disciples (Luke 17:22)” that His appearing, and their escape, would be as sudden as Noah’s escape from the flood
and Lot’s escape from Sodom (17:2630); in both cases, on the “same day
(17:29; also verse 27)” their escapes
occurred, divine judgement fell on those
who were left behind.
To further stress the urgency of our
readiness, He foretold not one but three
different scenarios in which, when He
appears, some will be “taken” and others “left:”

“Your ticket, sir!”
“I tell you, in that night there shall be
two men in one bed; the one shall be
taken, and the other shall be left. Two
women shall be grinding together; the
one shall be taken, and the other left.
Two men shall be in the field; the one
shall be taken, and the other left (Luke
17:34-36, emphasis mine).”
Again, Luke asserts He was speaking to “his disciples,” not to the scribes
and Pharisees. Thus He established the
possibility that we, His own followers,
may be left behind, if, as Lot’s wife did
(verse 32), we prefer to long after and
live for the things of this present
“Sodom” rather than focus on and pursue building a very close walk with Je-

sus now in this life.
As if to sum up His argument that His
own must prepare themselves for His
appearing, Jesus foretold in His Parable
of the Ten Virgins that only approximately half of the company of truly
born-again ones (five of the ten virgins)
will be “wise” and “ready” for His appearing, while the other “foolish,” or
unprepared, half of His people will be
left behind. Note He clearly emphasised
not conversion to the faith but spiritual
readiness:
“The bridegroom (Jesus) came (appeared in the heavens above the earth),
and they that were ready went in with
him to the marriage; and the door (that
opportunity for passage from earth to
heaven) was shut (Matthew 25:10,
emphasis mine).”
So we see that every “wise,” or prepared, Christian will have, shall we say,
a “ticket for translation” — full divine
approval for participation in the Rapture of the church of Jesus Christ.
What’s so important about a ticket?
Try as you may, you cannot board an
airliner without a legitimate, fully paid
ticket. No reasoning, no pleading, no sad
stories, not even tantrums will move the
airline officials one inch. “Your ticket,
sir,” will be their patient-but-persistent
response. It’s a cut-and-dried matter:
Have ticket will travel; but no ticket, no
fly.
Of the seven churches of Asia, only
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one, the church at Philadelphia, had a
fully paid and guaranteed ticket to fly.
To the Philadelphians alone Jesus promised, “Because thou hast kept the word
of my patience, I also will keep thee
from the hour of temptation (period of
tribulation), which shall come upon all
the world, to try them that dwell upon
the earth (Revelation 3:10).”
They had walked closely with Him
through difficult trials, suffering rejection and abuse from their sworn religious enemies, the Christ-rejecting
Jews, whom Jesus referred to as “the
synagogue of Satan (verse 9).” And
these trials had lasted a long time. Apparently, a very long time. So long, in
fact, that Jesus said the Philadelphians
had kept “the word of my patience,” or
His command to patiently endure until
His appointed time of release.
Theirs was a hard trial, but they overcame it by persistent, patient trust in
Him and obedience to His teachings.
Thus they purchased their tickets for
the translation. Had He appeared in their
generation, they would have been
caught up to meet Him in the air (see 1
Thessalonians 4:16-18.).
But as we know, so that even more
souls may be saved, Jesus tarried. So
one day the tried and faithful
Philadelphian overcomers, their tickets
for translation in hand, went home to
heaven. They departed this world by
physical death, but their spiritual counterparts in our generation will not.
When the long-awaited Rapture finally
occurs — and the continuing clear
fulfilments of the signs and prophecies
of the “last days” convinces me that
Jesus will appear in our lifetime —
Philadelphia-type Christians will present
their tickets, and, “in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye (1 Corinthians
15:52),” be transported from this world
to the presence of God!
So only one vital question remains to
be asked: Do you, do I, have a ticket
for translation? Like any ticket, we must
buy it. Hence, Jesus has challenged us
in this Laodicean age to “buy of me gold
tried in the fire (the faith and knowledge of God proven in fiery testing)
(Revelation 3:18).”
The “gold” He speaks of refers to the
high value of not only proven faith and
knowledge of God, but also of a ticket
for translation; as gold is a precious
metal, so it is a precious possession. We
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“buy” it by paying the price of obedience — the surrender of our self-will
— in the trials of life. This explains that
difficult person God has planted in your
life, those stubborn trials, that meanspirited injustice you have suffered. God
has permitted them to linger so you may
“keep the word of my patience” and
“buy… gold tried in the fire.”
He says to you, “This thing is from
me (1 Kings 12:24).” Can you see this,
His great purpose?
“But my adversity is so painful!” you
say. Yes, it is; every cross is painful.
“Why am I the one who always has
to yield; never them?” Because you’re
buying the ticket, not them.
“Besides, I don’t like the evildoers in
my life; they’re… so mean… so unfair… so selfish!” Well, who said you
should like them?
Of the legions of overcomers who
have gone before us, not one preferred
adversity to ease, surrender to satisfaction, or bad characters to good. But at
some point they became wise by deciding to simply overcome their adversaries and adversities by carefully obeying and trusting God in all their dealings
with them.

We “buy” it by
paying the price of
obedience
Why did they make this decision?
Because they accepted that they had
to “buy… gold tried in the fire.” So they
looked beyond their present pain to the
greater purpose of God, quietly resumed
keeping the word of His patience, and
bought their tickets for translation.
So neither quit nor grumble but give
thanks! However bad your trials are,
they’re not the tribulation period. However mean your enemy is, he (or she) is
not the Antichrist! However great your
pain now, it will be far greater for those
who, being left behind, will be forced to
endure the unprecedented tyranny and
terror of the tribulation.
So be wise and diligently prepare yourself for Jesus’ appearing. Look beyond
your present pain and rejoice in the
greater purpose of God. He’s giving you
a chance to qualify for translation —
take it! No matter what He allows, don’t
be offended with Him: “Blessed is He
whosoever shall not be offended in me

(Luke 7:23).”
And any time you find you are offended, quickly confess it as sin and put
it from you (see 1 John 1:9). Then continue trusting His unfailing character and
unerring word and obeying His command to wait patiently for His help: “Let
patience have her perfect work, that ye
may be perfect and entire, lacking nothing (James 1:4).” This will give you the
unshakable consolation of knowing that
you are paying for your ticket for translation now.
Why is this comforting? Because Jesus said the time will come when it will
be too late to buy a ticket: “Afterward
came also the other (foolish, unprepared) virgins (Christians), saying, Lord,
Lord open (the door of the Rapture) to
us (too) (Matthew 25:11).”
In that day no reasoning, pleading, or
excuses will change God’s mind or any
supplicant’s status. The time for preparation will have passed. The opportunity to learn God’s wisdom will be gone.
The time for buying “gold tried in the
fire” will have ended. Even the time for
praying about this issue will have
passed.
The Lord of the Rapture will only look
for tickets. “Your ticket, sir.” To the
stunned masses of professing Christians
left behind, Jesus’ patient and persistent response to their panicky prayers
will be, “Verily, I say unto you, I know
you not (25:12).” And for them, the door
of the Rapture will remain shut.
So keep paying the price for your
ticket. In every daily trial, quickly and
fully surrender your will to God’s and
gladly take the line His word or guidance indicates. Determine to be a living example of the keywords Jesus gave
us — ready, watching, worthy.
And when your trials wear on, refuse
to wear out. Wait in God’s presence,
renew your strength, and endure to the
end, keeping the word of His patience
until the Word appears to receive His
patient ones. When the trump of God
sounds and the archangel shouts, “Tickets, please!” you’ll be glad you did.
© Copyright: Greg Hinnant Ministries
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by Peter Pollock
I AM not ashamed of the Gospel, declared Paul. He had received it from
God, not from man, and he was determined to preach it as God had revealed
with no frills and fancies. He would
avoid at all costs any temptation to adapt
it to man’s politics, philosophies or cultures. He also stated that the gospel was
the power unto salvation for all those
who believe and that the Gospel revealed the righteousness of God.
Another interesting observation was
that there is such a thing as “a different
gospel.” The Gospel is not just opening
the Bible, reading a couple of verses
and dealing with some modern malady
or malaise! As interesting as that might
be – even if it is challenging – the real
Gospel is very specifically about Jesus
Christ, the cross, sin, repentance and
being “born again.”

The freedom we search
for is nothing less than
rebellion and anarchy
in God’s eyes
To me, one of the classic Gospel presentations is the story of the prodigal son.
Let’s highlight some aspects that very
seldom get their rightful emphasis.
First and foremost is the son’s approach to the father. “Father, give me
what I am due, what falls to me, my
inheritance” was his plea or demand.
The Gospel does start right there. Give
me! It is all about me! The biggest problem we all have in our relationship with
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God is I, me and myself.
Believe it or not, this is the hardcore
trinity of sin. It’s all about me. It all revolves around what I want, even down
to what God can give me, or how He
can serve me or bless me. We all have
an ego problem and if we have had any
sort of success or fame, that ego becomes a veritable ogre! I define modesty as a relative ability some people
have compared with others in hiding their
egos.

We all want freedom for I, me and
myself! We want freedom from discipline, respect and obedience. These,
however, are biblical principles that
need to apply in our lives, societies and
nations. But the individual wants nobody
to discipline him; he doesn’t want to
respect anyone and certainly does not
want to listen to anybody! The freedom
we search for is nothing less than rebellion and anarchy in God’s eyes.
Anyway, the prodigal son wanted his
Prepare the Way

inheritance and so the father gave it to him. God,
in fact, does exactly the
same. In reality the father
was handing his son over
to the consequences of
his godless desires and
values. God does the
same.
In Romans 1, it tells us
that as we look around us
the fact that God exists
is pretty obvious. There
is no excuse! But Man,
thinking himself so wise
became a fool as he decided rather to do his own
thing. God therefore
handed us over to the
consequences of this desire so that hopefully as
we incur the problems
we will turn back to Him.
We will inherit in ourselves the fruits of godlessness. And we are seeing that all around us. Indeed we are where we
have chosen to be, each
and every single one of
us. We are exactly where
we have chosen to be in
our relationship with God.
Our fate is our choice,
never more so than in our
walk with God!
So the prodigal son is
handed over and he
makes a startling discovery. The harsh reality in
a fickle world of fairweather friends soon hits
him square on. Superficiality abounds, as does deception amidst the
pseudo-synthetic value
systems. A famine arises,
as it always will in these circumstances.
Literally, figuratively and spiritually we
will discover that worldly compromise
and powerlessness are inseparably
linked in the Christian walk. The more
we submit to the ways of the world the
less power there will be in our lives. And
by power I don’t mean signs, wonders
and miracles but rather what I term the
real power of the Christian walk – the
Habakkuk 3 power! That’s the power
that reveals a joy and a peace beyond
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the understanding of the world even
though all has collapsed around you.
There is no milk, no meat, no olives, no
nothing; yet will I praise the Lord. That’s
the real power of the resurrected life!
The dictionary defines a famine as a
hunger, a shortage of something. In the
Garden of Eden man sinned and died
spiritually. Thanks to Adam and Eve we
all have this spiritual void, that emptiness that emanated from that fateful
decision. It is a void that can only be
filled by Jesus. We all know that something is missing but we don’t want to
admit it as we try to fill the emptiness
with fame, success, drugs, drink, denial
and deception.
Anyway, the prodigal son had ended
up in the pigsty. He was down and out,
feeding the swine, and that was certainly not a “kosher” place for a Jewish
youngster. He had “joined” the world!
The ultimate degradation in God eyes
is to be “in” the world and “of” the
world. As believers, we are called to
be “in” but not “of” the world. When
we are in the former place we are living outside God; we are spiritually dead
and disconnected and we are, to all intents and purposes, figuratively and spiritually in the pigsty. Of course we don’t
want to hear that.

A bit of help from the
smell and the grunts!
At least the prodigal son knew where
he was, with a bit of help from the smell
and the grunts! Finally the penny
dropped. He came to himself. And so
followed the most profound of confessions. “I have sinned. I am unworthy.”
At long last he realised that he was
the cause of his problems, nobody else.
We just love blaming everyone else! We
excuse ourselves and rationalise our
philosophies to the total exclusion of our
own culpability. And that’s why we
never get to a point of sinner revelation.
Only when we ultimately accept that
sinful self is the greatest stumbling block
in our search for God, will we do anything about it. It is only then that we
will vacate the throne of our lives, totally abdicate and hand over to the Lord
Jesus Christ. No excuses, no alibis, no
ifs, no buts, just utter repentance.
Only the dead self truly submits and

only then does a life change. Only then
are spiritual eyes truly opened to reveal
the truth about the world around you
and its delusions That is why the pigsty
perspective is so vital on the road that
needs to be travelled as we seek the
pearl of great price. The son had wanted
his “inheritance” but when he got it he
found that it had nothing to do with
wealth, fame and material things. We
need treasure in heaven.
The father declares that his son was
“dead” but he is now “alive.” Again we
don’t want to get this perspective! It is
a matter of life and death. As in Adam,
the Bible tells us, we all died spiritually
but in Jesus Christ we all come “alive”
spiritually. Spiritual “death” in the Garden of Eden and “rebirth” in Jesus Christ
is the crux of the Gospel.
The father also declared that he was
“lost” but is now found. Profound, for
outside Christ we are lost! He is the
only way, the light and the truth. Nobody comes to God any other way than
through Jesus. The father’s arms are
always open. God’s grace and mercy
is amazing and there is always great
rejoicing when the prodigal sons come
home.
When this sermon is preached it usually concentrates on God’s grace, love
and mercy. But seldom is there much
said about the son’s road to repentance
and glory. The path to the Cross – repentance -- is the reason why the Holy
Spirit convicts us on sin, righteousness
and judgment. Because the Gospel is,
in essence, about individuals seeing the
truth about self and sin — and picking
themselves up to make the biggest decisions of their lives. The prodigal son
“arose” and “came” to his “father.” It’s
a massive choice, a decision of the heart
and will. There is no shortcut or quick
fix.
It is the real Gospel. And it works!

“Live as though
Christ died
yesterday, rose from
the grave today, and
is coming back
tomorrow.”
Theodore Epp
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by Matt Redman
EVERY posture in worship says something of both the worshipper and the One
being gloried in. The raising of hands
tells of a soul stretched out high in praise
and the worth of the One being exalted.
Joyful dancing interprets a grateful
heart and points in adoration to the
source of that joy.
When it comes to expressing our worship, what we do on the outside is a key
reflection of what’s taking place on the
inside. Out of the overflow of our heart
we speak and sing, we dance, and we
bow. God reveals, and we respond. God
shines, and we reflect. In the very same
way, facedown worship is the overflow
of a heart humbled and amazed by the
glory of God.
Facedown worship always begins as
a posture of the heart. It’s a person so
desperate for the increase of Christ that
the person finds him- or herself decreasing to the ground in an act of reverent
submission. When a soul is so captivated
by the Almighty, to bend low in true and
total surrender seems the only appropriate response.
On several different occasions, the
Bible allows us a glimpse into an open
heaven. Each is a window of revelation through which we discover more
of what worship looks like before the
heavenly throne. And there’s a whole
lot of facedown worship going on.
In Revelation, John encounters the
risen and exalted Jesus, whose eyes
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blaze like fire and whose face is shining like the sun in all its brilliance. Overwhelmed to the core, John shrinks to
the ground in reverence and fear (see
Revelation 1). A few chapters later, the
elders too are falling down in holy devotion. And as we journey further into
this heavenly flow of praise, we find
even more facedown worshippers: All
the angels were standing around the
throne and around the elders and the
four living creatures. They fell down
on their faces before the throne and
worshipped God (Revelation 7:11, emphasis added).
The book of Ezekiel gives us another
glimpse into an open heaven, and we
find more of the same. The prophet
beholds the “appearance of the likeness
of the glory of the Lord (1:28).” There
can be only one response:
When I saw it, I fell facedown (1:28,
emphasis added).
The reflex of his soul was reverence
and submission. Facing up to the glory
of God, Ezekiel soon found himself falling facedown in awe and astonishment.
Daniel gives us another Old Testament
glimpse of this heavenly scene. He sees
a vision of the Lord Almighty, whose
face shines like lightning and whose
eyes blaze like flaming torches. Undone
by this divine encounter, he is another
worshipper who cannot stay on his feet:
I bowed with my face toward the
ground and was speechless (Daniel
10:15, emphasis added).

So many clues as to what our congregational gatherings should look like are
found in these encounters of the heavenly throne. When it comes to worship,
the throne always sets the tone. Each
time we gather together, we don’t just
journey to a church building — we journey to the very throne of God. To lose
sight of this is to lose sight of the majestic in worship.

The throne above all
thrones
Every kingdom has a king, and every
king has a throne. And the kingdom of
God is no exception. He is the King
above all kings, and He has the throne
above all thrones. There is no higher
seat of authority, power and splendour
in the whole of the universe. The elders
bow low there, the angels encircle it,
and the whole host of heaven arrange
themselves around it (see 1 Kings
22:19).
One day, a countless multitude, from
every nation, tribe, people and tongue,
will gather there (see Revelation 7:9).
As Ron Owens tells us, “When we
come to worship, we come to a throne...
and everything else arranges itself
around that throne.”
Journeying through the Bible, we find
a whole host of facedown worshippers.
Abram becomes one as the Lord God
Almighty appears to him (see Genesis
17:3). Moses and Aaron fall facedown,
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too, as they encounter His glory (see
Numbers 20:6). King David also adopts
the posture, in an act of humble repentance (see 1 Chronicles 21:16). And
overwhelmed by the radiance of the
transfigured Jesus, Peter, James and
John are also found amongst the ranks
of the facedown (see Matthew 17:6).
Throughout Scripture, countless worshippers meet with God — and soon
reposture themselves before His splendour.
And it’s not only the willing who find
themselves facedown in an encounter
with the Living God. In the book of 1
Samuel, the Philistine nation captures
the Ark of the Lord. Unaware of the
power involved with this embodiment
of God’s presence, they carry it into their
temple and place it beside the idol of
Dagon.

When we face the glory
of God, we find ourselves facedown in
worship
Early the next morning, they find the
idol facedown on the ground before the
Ark of the Lord (see 1 Samuel 5:1-5).
As my friend Louie Giglio comments,
“If you find your god bowed facedown
on the floor before another God, then
it’s time to get a new one!”
Somehow, the Philistines didn’t quite
get the message, and they have the audacity to lift Dagon up, putting him
neatly back in place. Big mistake. The
next day they arrive at the temple, and
there’s Dagon, back on the ground,
facedown before the Ark of the Lord.
Only this time his head and hands have
been broken off, too — and he’s lying
in pieces.
No power set against our Almighty
God can stand in His presence. And
those who dare to set themselves up
against Him are setting themselves up
for a fall — a facedown fall.
A few years ago, I saw a powerful
example of facedown devotion at a
gathering in Memphis, Tennessee.
Hosted by the Passion movement of
college students, this was a sacred assembly — a time set apart to worship,
fast and seek the Lord. Thousands of
students gathered on the field that day
to consecrate themselves and pursue the
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glory of God in the nations of this world.
Large events aren’t automatically the
most profound, but this one truly was.
There were moments of heightened celebration, as we rejoiced in the Saviour.
There were times of “Selah,” when we
quieted our hearts and let the stillness
remind us He is God. And there were
moments of facedown worship.
Part way through the day, I saw a sight
I shall never forget. It was pouring with
rain, and the ground was getting pretty
saturated. Yet all around me were students, face to the ground in the dirt, offering up their lives to God. They were
not concerned about the downpour or
the mud — or even the fact they’d already been in that field for many hours.
Here were a people consumed with the
glory of God, and everything they saw
of Him propelled them to their knees in
an extended act of lowly worship. The
movement called Passion lived up to its
name that day. It was passion accompanied by reverence, celebration accompanied by submission.
We see this fusion of joy and reverence many times throughout the Bible.
The second psalm counsels us to “rejoice with trembling (verse 11).” To
delight in the welcoming mercies of His
great love, yet all the while quaking in
the depths of our hearts at the astonishing beauty of His holiness. In the
same way, in Psalm 95 we begin by singing for joy to the Lord — yet before
long find ourselves bowing down low in
worship. As Charles Spurgeon comments on these verses, “Joyful noise is
to be accompanied with the lowliest
reverence.”

The wow and the woe
My favourite example of this mix of
celebration and awe is found in the book
of Leviticus. The glory of the Lord appeared and fire came out from His presence. When the people of God saw this,
they “shouted for joy and fell facedown
(Leviticus 9:24).” An amazing picture.
It is the wow and the woe of worship.
A joyful shout was lifted high to celebrate the goodness of God, followed
by an Isaiah-like woe as they tremble
at His greatness.
There’s a whole lot of shouting for joy
to be found in some of our worship gatherings, but how much face-to-theground devotion do we see? The Scrip-

tures show us that the most profound
and wholesome worship contains elements of both.
The beautiful news is this: When God
draws near in worship, we don’t have
to head for the door — God loves to
meet with His people. Yet sometimes it
can be a pretty wise move to head for
the floor — we must stay ever mindful
of the glory of the One we are encountering.
Yes, when we truly face up to the glory
of God, we’ll find ourselves facedown
in worship. And every heart will have
to face up to Him sooner or later. C. S.
Lewis, talking about the second coming of Christ, put it brilliantly:

To worship facedown is
the ultimate outward
sign of inner reverence
“Christians think that He is going to
land in force. We do not know when,
but we can guess why He is delaying.
He wants to give us the chance of joining His side freely. God will invade...
But what is the good of saying that you
are on His side then? When you see
the whole natural universe melting away
like a dream and something else comes
crashing in. Something so beautiful to
some of us, and so terrible to others,
that none of us will have any choice
left... it will strike irresistible love or irresistible horror into every creature. It
will be too late then to choose your side.
There is no use saying you choose to
lie down, when it has become impossible to stand up.”
One day we will all find ourselves
facedown in the worship of Jesus. Every
willing and unwilling knee will be bowed
in humility. Every artificial power and
authority will be forced to the ground,
just like the crumbled idol of Dagon. Rebellious tongues will not be merely silenced but will urgently confess that
Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of
God the Father. It
will be impossible to
stand up on that
day.
From Facedown,
© 2004 by Matt
Redman. Published
by Regal Books .
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Signs of a ripening saint
by John Hames
WHENEVER a ship puts out to sea the
pilot judges his speed and directions
mostly by buoys, lighthouses, and the
shore lights, but when he gets out into
the deep all of these things are left behind, and he has to depend on the stars,
his compass, and log for his course.
There is a similarity to be noted in this
and the spiritual progress of a growing
saint. In the early stages the young
Christian lives a great deal on his emotions. He judges his spiritual progress
by his feelings, but when he launches
out into the ocean of God’s love and
into a life of unlimited faith, he depends
less on his human feelings and more on
the inward, hidden life.
There are three stages in the believer’s life. The first stage is the new birth.
It is then that the soul is quickened into
a new life, new affections, new emotions, and love. In the second stage is
when the heart is purified from indwelling sin, and the Holy Spirit sheds abroad
the love of God in the purified soul. The
third stage pertains to maturity, where
the soul becomes rooted and grounded
in love, and all the graces and fruits of
the Spirit ripen for the heavenly world.
We want to notice some marks of a
growing soul:
1. The soul reaches a state in the
heavenly life to where it is dissolved in
divine love. The old writers of the early
Holiness Movement had much to say
16

about being “lost in God,” “sunk in a
sea of divine peace,” and “dissolved in
love,” and they consistently spoke of this
as being the place where the soul entered after its first fervours of sanctification, and after the faith had undergone many trials.
What is meant by being dissolved in
love? “When the tried soul is dissolved
in love the mental faculties are turned
into a gentle, loving action so that judgements, opinions, and decisions are
formed slowly, discreetly, with instructive kindness. It is one thing to have a
clean heart, and a very different thing
to have all the faculties so subdued and
pervaded with divine love as to have
them act as if by instinct from the heart
of Christ.”
Furthermore, to be dissolved in love is
to have everything hard, harsh, and
flinty melted out of the heart and to have
the Holy Ghost flood the affections and
all the inner faculties like a warm gulf
stream. Let us not forget that divine love
is the sum and substance and the very
heart and marrow of the Christ-like life.
Without this all of our religious activities count for nothing.
2. Another sign of a ripening saint is
to reach a state in divine things to where
the soul can take Romans 8:28 to mean
exactly what the inspired Word says:
“And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God.”
If God’s people everywhere would only

believe this without any mental reservation, it would work miracles in their
lives.
But please notice that no one can lay
claim to this passage except on the condition of heart holiness. “When these
heavenly conditions are fully met and
maintained then nothing can ever occur in the universe that will not be for
our good and advancement. Every disappointment will cause us to lean harder
on the everlasting arm; every shock will
make us sink deeper into the unshakable rock; every conflict with temptation will make us hate sin more deeply;
every unkind blow from our fellowmen
will render us more lowly and intent on
doing the world good; every dollar we
lose will spur us to lay up treasures in
heaven; every criticism of our spirit or
conduct will drive us to scrutinise our
inner being before God to see if we are
indeed washed in the blood of the Lamb.
Abuse only humbles us, and flattery and
praise sink us to still deeper self-abasement; and death of our loved ones only
trims our lamps for the coming of the
Bridegroom, and every teardrop adds
lens to the telescope of heavenly vision.
If we are holy, all things are ours.”
3. Another evidence of a growing
saint is the ability to make a clear distinction between true and false religion.
This is the great argument for Christian
perfection in the letter to the Hebrews.
The writer pointed out that the differPrepare the Way

ence between the baby state and the
fully illuminated believer was the ability
to distinguish between poison and soul
food. Hebrews 5:14 states that solid food
is for those who are perfect, and who,
by use of their inner senses can make a
clear distinction between the false and
the true, or good and evil.
Just as a new-born baby does not
know how to use its natural senses, so
an imperfect believer does not know
how to make a clear distinction in spiritual things. “When the spiritual senses
are purified and strengthened, the soul
is able to discern the difference in the
moral realm corresponding to the physical senses discerning the sights and
sounds, the colour and magnitudes, the
bitter and sweet of the physical word.”

A difference between
cheerfulness & frivolity
Let us give a few examples. There is
a difference between cheerfulness and
frivolity. Cheerfulness may be a fruit of
the Spirit and is to be encouraged and
cultivated, but frivolity and foolish jesting are evil and hurt the soul when too
freely indulged in.
There is a difference between being
sober-minded and self-denying, and
being of a sour, caustic, severe sort of
religion. “The work of holiness has been
greatly damaged in many places by its
teachers insisting upon a rigid, severe,
butcher-knife type of religion, not knowing the difference between severity and
Christian soberness.”
We should be able to make a clearcut distinction between impulses and
being led by the Spirit. Failing to make
this distinction is the sandbar on which
many a soul has run aground. One of
the tricks of the devil is to get sanctified people to where they are led by
impressions. You can always tell these
impressions are from the wrong source
by the wildness which is about them.
“God the Holy Spirit, in all His leadings,
never leads people in an abnormal way.
God does not strain you; He does not
put the thumbscrew on you and strain
your muscles until they crack and snap;
but the devil does. When we are led by
the Holy Spirit, there will be a subdued
tranquil, and well-regulated state of
natural sensibilities.” He who is led by
the Spirit of God will experience a sense
of inward rest. When all the leprosy of
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inbred sin is burned out, and all the soul
faculties are harmonised, what hinders
us from having rest?
One more evidence of being led by
the Spirit is a well-rounded Christian
character. Ever since the fall of man,
humanity has been more or less lopsided. We see this not only in the business world, but in the Christian world
as well. Mr Wesley stated: “Some may
say that you are sanctified but I do not
if you are lacking in gentleness, goodness, meekness, longsuffering and patience.”
Our holy religion is a thing of temper,
disposition and Christlikeness. It is all
right to be uncompromising on every
line, but it is wrong to become intolerant. Some stress the doctrine of selfdenial beyond scriptural teaching and
become ascetics and monks. “Avoiding lightness and frivolity they land in
the middle of an Egyptian gloom of spirit
and darkness of countenance.”
Dr B. Carradine so beautifully brings
out this thought on the well-balanced life
in his book, Beulah Land, that we quote
from his pen:
“A fourth meaning buried in the words
is the evenly and properly balanced life,
suggested in the verbal combination
‘corn and wine.’ It is most blessed and
profitable to have both in the soul and
in the life.
“Some Christians have strength and
force as typified in the first word, but
lack what is implied in the second. They
have character, but no glow; principle
but no warmth. Truth and uprightness
are seen in every line of their existence,
but their faces never light up, their lips
never respond to burning gospel messages, they never seem to realise or
exhibit a rush of feeling from heaven to
the soul, or from the soul to the eye and
the tongue. They somehow chill you
with all their strength and steadfastness.
They have corn, but no wine. And one
could but wish that a dash of the heavenly intoxication would come upon them
at least once in awhile.
“There are other Christians who seem
to have the wine, but not the corn. They
overflow and bubble and laugh and shout
at a moment’s warning, but they also
lack in the strength, power, steadiness
and endurance which belong to the
Christian character. They have an abundance of feeling, but often lack principle. They get happy, but cannot bear
contradiction and persecution. They

have ecstasies but also bear grudges.
They shout, but also scold. They see
visions, but likewise behold motes,
beams, rafters and whole sides of
houses in their brothers’ eyes. They
abound in the wine of jubilation, but are
woefully lacking in the corn, or strength,
faithfulness and steadfastness of the
Christian life.
“Blessed is the man who possesses
the corn and wine combination; who has
character and emotion, principle and
feeling, can pray and pay, glow and
grow, shout as loud as God wants him,
and yet live a life fully and truly up to
the measure of his loudest shout.”
God wants to plant within us every
grace and fruit that flourished in the
bosom of Jesus. “When Jesus beheld
our hearts in their natural state, they
were like stony, sterile, frozen fields of
the frigid zone; but when they have been
broken by repentance, thawed by regeneration, and every stump removed
by sanctifying power; when they have
been planted with the seed of His word,
enriched and watered with the crystal
streams of His Spirit, cultured by His
hand, and ripened in the summer of His
love, every inch of the soul waves the
golden fruit of righteousness.”

Honey from the rock,
sweetness from trials
Finally a growing soul should be making steady advancement on all spiritual
lines. He should have a deeper faith to
where he will laugh at impossibilities and
cry that it shall be done. There should
be an increasing sweetness of spirit so
that the soul draws honey out of the rock
and sweetness from every trial. There
should be a deeper joy and a wellspring
of gladness to where the heart can rejoice in the Lord always
This kind of joy holds good at a funeral or a wedding. There should be
greater victories. We should not only
take Jericho, but we should possess the
whole land of Canaan. We should scale
the mountains of joy, penetrate its valleys of rest, drink of its rivers of pleasure and possess the land to the going
down of the sun.
May God help us not to rest satisfied
with present attainments but to go on to
perfection until we possess all the mind
which was in Christ Jesus and the
golden graces of the sanctified life.
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by John Gardiner
“May the God of peace himself
sanctify you wholly; and may your
spirit and soul and body be kept
sound and blameless at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ (1
Thessalonians 5:23).”
IT IS evident from scripture that there
are three types of Christian. Firstly, there
are those whose bodies fully rule over
the soul and the spirit. Then there are
those whose soul is in the ascendancy
over the body and the spirit. Both of
these types of Christians are what Paul
calls “carnal.”
Finally, there is the spiritual man or the
spiritual woman, whose spirit is constantly in full authority over the soul and
body.
It is important to understand that your
body, soul and spirit all have gates or
entry points to them.
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Christians who are ruled by the body
have wide-open gateways or doors into
their lives through the body. These are
very obvious: what you see, hear, feel,
taste and smell.
Some believers have a major problem
with the see, taste and smell part, and
unfortunately one soon begins to see the
evidence! “Their god is the belly
(Philippians 3:19).”
On the other hand you have those
who are very obsessed with what they
see in the mirror in the morning. So they
go and take out a subscription to the
gym and eat all the health foods and
get a face-lift or a tummy-tuck.
These are those who love to misquote
1 Corinthians 6:19. Well you know, my
body is the temple of the Holy Spirit
so I have to look after it. Nonsense!
That’s the last thing Paul was talking
about when he wrote to the church at

Corinth. He was talking about keeping
yourself pure from sexual immorality –
not Virgin Active subscriptions and plastic surgeons and honouring God by
wearing the latest fashions and eating
soya sausages that taste like mashed
cardboard!
“Flee from sexual immorality. All other
sins a man commits are outside his body,
but he who sins sexually sins against
his own body. Do you not know that
your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit,
who is in you, whom you have received
from God? You are not your own; you
were bought at a price. Therefore honour God with your body (1 Corinthians
6:18-20).”
Jesus and the apostles were very, very
clear and straight on how to treat our
bodies.
“If your right eye causes you to sin,
gouge it out and throw it away. It is
better for you to lose one part of your
body than for your whole body to be
thrown into hell. And if your right hand
causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it
away. It is better for you to lose one
part of your body than for your whole
body to go into hell (Matthew 5:29&30,
see also Matthew 6:25).”
Jesus also scolded the Pharisees because they were obsessed with cleaning the outside of the cup, while He was
far more interested in the inside of the
cup.
“I put this in human terms because you
are weak in your natural selves. Just as
you used to offer the parts of your body
in slavery to impurity and to ever-increasing wickedness, so now offer them
in slavery to righteousness leading to
holiness (Romans 6:19).”
“No, I beat my body and make it my
slave so that after I have preached to
others, I myself will not be disqualified
for the prize (1 Corinthians 9:27).”
Christians who are ruled by their bodies also often struggle in the area of
health. If you are overly concerned
about this pain and that ache, the devil
knows he has a major entry-point into
your life. And if he gets away with it
once, he’ll just keep on doing it!
You get sick, you’re double-minded,
so you go to the doctor, then you feel
guilty. Or you pray for healing, God
doesn’t heal you, and that just confirms
your belief that God doesn’t really love
you and doesn’t answer your prayers.
And every time God begins to move
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in your life, and Spirit begins to stir, the
devil is waiting with a little cough and
an ache and a whatever – just to sideline you and wash you back to the shallows.
So with the Christian who is ruled by
his or her body, much of what goes on
in the mind or the soul depends on what
the body is seeing, feeling, hearing,
touching, tasting or smelling. The mind
is constantly being fed and activated and
titivated by the body.
The soulish Christian is one who is
ruled by the mind, will and emotions.
The gateways to the soul are what is
fed to it by the body, but also things such
as suggestions, thoughts, desires, lusts,
emotions and fears.

An overactive soul is a
very draining thing...
People who are ruled by their souls
are exhausting to be around. There’s
much smoke and dust, much analysing
and dissecting. An overactive soul is a
very draining thing: for the person who
has the overactive soul, and even more
so for the people around them.
People who are ruled by their soul have
this constant movie going on in their
heads, and sometimes there are three
or four movies playing at the same time!
Imagining themselves in different circumstances, imagining what people will
say and think, imagining they had this
dream or that vision, imagining what it
would be like to have an affair or relationship with this one or that one.
Soulish Christians can also switch to
other extreme of complete passivity. You
can have soulish Christians who, out in
the world, are very active and do a lot,
say a lot. But when they come to
church, they’re absolutely passive.
They go to a prayer meeting and don’t
have a thing to say. They sit and watch
TV for hours and hours, but when they
pick up their Bible, suddenly they can’t
keep their eyes open.
It’s also very difficult to minister to
soulish Christians.
“But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for
they are foolishness to him; neither can
he know them, because they are spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14).”
Try and minister to a soulish Christian,
and you end up casting pearls before
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swine, because you’re trying to impart
spiritual things to a natural man. And
the Word says this is impossible!
You give them spiritual truth, they say
they understand it, and they go away
and do the exact opposite.
At the fall in the Garden of Eden,
man’s spirit became subject to his soul.
Today, the soul is the sphere of all satanic attack, and the body can often
become the servant of the soul under
the influence of satan.
David had a clear understanding of the
need to pull your soul into line – to call
it into order.
“Why are you downcast, O my soul?
Why so disturbed within me? Put your
hope in God (Psalm 42:5).”
“I have stilled and quietened my soul;
like a weaned child with its mother, like
a weaned child is my soul within me
(Psalm 131:2).”
Paul, Peter and John also had a very
clear understanding of the soul.
“But I, brethren, could not address you
as spiritual men, but as men of the flesh,
as babes in Christ. I fed you with milk,
not solid food; for you were not ready
for it; and even yet you are not ready,
for you are still of the flesh. For while
there is jealousy and strife among you,
are you not of the flesh, and behaving
like ordinary men (1 Corinthians 3:1)?”
What a terrible indictment: behaving
like ordinary men!
“We have this hope as an anchor for
the soul, firm and secure. It enters the
inner sanctuary behind the curtain (Hebrews 6:19).” Perhaps that’s why some
Christians are unhinged: because their
souls aren’t anchored in hope.
“Dear friend, I pray that you may enjoy good health and that all may go

well with you, even as your soul is getting along well (3 John 1:2).”
Then we come to those Christians
whose lives are fully under the authority of the spirit. Here are some scriptures about the spirit of man (not the
Holy Spirit):
“Blessed is the man whose sin the Lord
does not count against him and in whose
spirit is no deceit (Psalms 32:2).”
“A man’s spirit sustains him in sickness, but a crushed spirit who can bear
(Proverbs 18:14)?”
“Yet a time is coming and has now
come when the true worshippers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth,
for they are the kind of worshippers the
Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshippers must worship in spirit and in
truth (John 4:23).”

Gateways brought under
the authority of the spirit
What happens in a spiritual man or
woman? Well, the gateways or doorways of the soul and of the body have
been brought under the authority of the
spirit, and filtered through the gateways
of the spirit.
So in the spiritual man or woman, everything concerned with the body – what
you’re seeing, feeling, hearing, touching, tasting or smelling – has to first pass
through the gateway of the spirit before it’s allowed to have any impact on
your life.
The things of the soul – those suggestions, thoughts, desires, lusts, emotions
and fears, the activities of the mind –
all have to pass first through the gates
of the spirit.
When David says in Psalm 131 “I have
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The Elders
at the Gate
Continued from page 17
stilled and quietened my soul,” it means
he’s brought his soul under the full authority of his spirit.
Now, in Old Testament times the
elders used to judge and reprove at the
gates or entrances to the city. For example, Proverbs 31:23 says, “Her husband is respected at the city gate, where
he takes his seat among the elders of
the land.”
At the gates of the city they used to
pass judgements, they used to make
wise decisions concerning the wellbeing of the city, and they used to decide
who and what was to be allowed into
the city. For example in Nehemiah 13:1922 and Jeremiah 17:21-27 animals and
people weren’t allowed to bring all their
stuff into the city on the Sabbath.
Let’s look at 1 Corinthians 2:15: “The
spiritual man makes judgments about all
things, but he himself is not subject to
any man’s judgement.”

The spiritual man judges
at the gates into his life
I have always only seen that in terms
of making judgements about external
things and circumstances. But the Lord
recently began to open me up to the
truth that this is also a lot closer to home.
The spiritual man makes judgements
about ALL things. The truly spiritual
man constantly and diligently judges at
the gateways into his life. He passes
judgements, he makes wise decisions
concerning the wellbeing of his city and
he decides what is allowed into the city
and what is going to be thrown on the
rubbish dump outside the city gates.
He constantly reproves or rebukes at
the gates. And there will be a strong
reaction against this. Amos 5:10 says,
“They hate him who reproves in the
gate.” The devil detests it when you rise
up out of your passivity and start to rebuke and reprove in the gate – and there
will be a reaction against it!
Every single thing wanting to gain access into the spiritual man’s life has to
pass through the gateway of the spirit.
And God has given you access to very
powerful elders to sit at the gateway to
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your spirit: Your conscience; the Word;
and the Holy Spirit of God dwelling in
your spirit.
This is making judgement about ALL
things: does it pass the test of the conscience, does it pass the test of the Word,
does it pass the test of the Holy Spirit?
And ONLY if all three of these elders
are in full agreement, can it then be
welcomed in.
Oh, and there’s another elder sitting
at the city gate, because 1 Corinthians
2 goes on to say in verse 16: “For who
has known the mind of the Lord that he
may instruct him? But we have the mind
of Christ.”
Where does the mind of Christ dwell
in you? Not in your mind, but in your
spirit. Jesus doesn’t come and take control of your mind and make you into a
robot. No, His mind, through His Holy
Spirit, comes and takes up residence in
your spirit! So you can make spiritual
judgements with the very mind of Jesus Christ. Isn’t that incredible?
“For those who live according to the
flesh set their minds on the things of
the flesh, but those who live according
to the Spirit set their minds on the things
of the Spirit (Romans 8:5).” Everything
in their minds, or their souls, has passed
through the gateway of the spirit and
been brought under the authority of,
brought into subjection to, the spirit.
“For to be carnally minded is death,
but to be spiritually minded is life and
peace because the carnal mind is enmity against God, for it is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can it
be. So then they who are in the flesh
cannot please God. (Romans 8:6-8).”
When you have these elders sitting at
the gateway of your spirit, things begin
to change very dramatically.
More and more, you begin to live in

divine health, rather than constantly
needing and seeking divine healing.

Divine health, rather than
seeking healing
There is a world of difference between
divine health and divine healing. If you
get sick, you are in need of divine healing – you need God to heal you of your
sickness.
If you are living in divine health, more
and more you begin to find that sickness doesn’t stick. It no longer has an
open gateway into your life. What used
to take you a week to get over, now
only lasts an hour or two.
Because now instead of having free
access into your body, and in turn being
able to wreak havoc in your mind, sickness has to first pass through the gates
of the spirit. And you have these mighty
elders judging and reproving and rebuking at the gate.
Finally, the spiritual man begins more
and more to see and not look. And I’m
not nitpicking with words here.
“Blessed are the pure in heart: for they
shall see God (Matthew 5:8).”
“But I say to you that whoever looks
on a woman to lust after her has already committed adultery with her in
his heart (Matthew 5:28).”
Do you see the difference? These are
two totally different words, and the New
American Standard Version says the
latter is: A wilful, calculated stare that
arouses sexual desire.
Jesus promised Nathanael that he
would see greater things than these and
that he would see Heaven open, and
the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of man.
A number of years ago I asked the
Lord to enable me to see people as He
sees them. I didn’t want to look at
women with any kind of lust, I didn’t
want to look at people with the natural
eye. Since then I have continued to be
amazed at the difference between looking at the outward shell – this tent as
Peter calls it – and the seeing of the
spirit. This is again why the spiritual man
can judge all things: because he’s seeing instead of looking.
If you seeing in the spirit rather than
looking with the soul, what you see
passes first through the elders at the
gate of your spirit and you become less
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and less contaminated by what you see
around you.
“From now on, therefore, we regard
no one from a human point of view; even
though we once regarded Christ from
a human point of view, we regard him
thus no longer. Therefore, if any one is
in Christ, he is a new creation; the old
has passed away, behold, the new has
come. (2 Corinthians 5:16).” You begin
to see with new eyes.
And the same goes for food. You begin to see food instead of looking at it.
If you are truly walking in the spirit, the
Holy Spirit will fully lead you as to what
to eat and what to drink. And how much
to eat!

Ruled by a
self-proclaimed diet guru
or led by the Spirit?
Would you rather have your eating
ruled by some self-proclaimed diet guru
or be led in this wonderful adventure
by the Living Spirit of the Living God?
If you’re living as a spiritual man or
woman, then everything you eat and
drink has to pass by the elders at the
gate of your spirit. Your body no longer
has the authority to demand this and
demand that, but the Spirit leads and
guides as to what to eat and how much
and when.
And as the elders judge at the gates,
so more and more of your life is brought
under the glorious authority and control
of the spirit! “I say, then, Walk in the
Spirit and you shall not fulfil the lusts
of the flesh (Galatians 5:16).”
Father, I determine daily to bring
my life into Your order: with my soul
and my body in subjection to the
spirit. I actively co-operate with You
in enabling me to walk in the Spirit,
to be led by the Spirit.
I pray, Lord, for an active and aggressive establishing of the elders at
the gateway to my spirit – to make
judgements, to make wise decisions,
to determine what comes in and what
stays out. And give me the great wisdom to not do anything or allow anything until I know that those elders
are in total agreement.
Above all, Father, I ask that you
transform me into a spiritual man/
woman, in Jesus’ powerful name, I
pray.
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by E.M. Bounds
ZEAL is a contagious, but not a popular, element. Our fathers took their tea
piping hot; we take ours iced. Iced
Christianity is more popular and tasteful than iced tea.
We can endure in our churches enough
warmth to take the chill off, but more
than this is offensive. We have added
many good elements to our preaching,
but these cannot make up for the loss
of zeal. The average mind can only be
moved to action by a flame. Some men
may pull through to heaven on a cold
collar, but they are the exception. A
dwindling flame destroys the vital and
aggressive forces in church life.
God must be represented by a fiery
church or he is not truly represented.
God is all on fire, and his church, if it be
like Him, must also be aflame. Zeal
need not be fussy to be consuming and
forceful. Christ was as far removed as
possible from nervous excitability, the
very opposite of intolerant or clamorous zeal, and yet the zeal of God’s house
consumed him.
The lack of ardour in Christian profession or action is a sure sign of the
lack of depth and intensity. The lack of
fire is the sure sign of the lack of God’s
presence. God can tolerate many things
in the way of infirmity or error. He can
pardon much when one is repentant, but
two things are intolerable to Him, insincerity and lukewarmness.
Lack of heart and lack of heat are the
things that He loathes. “I would rather
you were cold or hot. So then because
you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor

hot, I will spew you out of my mouth,”
is God’s judgement on our lack of fire
in the Church.
Fire is the motor that moves the Christian life. Christian principles that are not
aflame have neither force nor perfume.
Flame is the wing by which faith ascends, and fervency is the soul of
prayer. Love is kindled in a flame, and
fire is the air that true religion breathes.
It feeds on fire. Christianity can stand
anything better than a feeble flame.
Christian character needs to be set on
fire. Lack of heat makes more infidels
than lack of faith. Not to be in fiery
earnest about the things of heaven is
not to be about them at all. The fiery
souls are the ones that win in the heavenly fight. Nothing short of red-hot can
keep the glow of heaven in these chilly
times.
We must grasp the live coal and covet
the consuming flame.

Revival is a work of
God’s Spirit among
His own people.
What we call
revival is simply
New Testament
Christianity, the
saints getting back
to normal
Vance Havner
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by Christian Ruth
The fear of the Lord is to hate evil
(Proverbs 8:13).”
HOLINESS is not only freedom from
sin, but it also means antagonism to sin.
It is not a mere passive, goody-goody,
sentimental affair, that does not rebuke
sin lest it give offence, but it at once
enlists its possessor in the war against
sin.
A holy heart can no more excuse and
tolerate sin than can a holy God. The
measure of our love and loyalty to God
is determined by our aversion for and
attitude towards sin. No man can be
neutral regarding sin and at the same
time maintain and retain the Bible standard and experience of holiness.
Because the sons of Eli “made themselves vile, and he did not restrain them
(he did not frown upon them),” the
judgements of God came upon him and
all his house (1 Samuel 3:13).
When Jehu was sent by the Lord to
reprove King Jehosaphat, he said,
“There are good things found in you,”
but because Jehosaphat had “joined affinity with Ahab,” Jehu said, “Should you
help the ungodly and love those who
hate the Lord? And by this bring wrath
on you from before the Lord (2. Chronicles 19:2&3).”
To compromise with sin is implicitly a
consent to sin, and makes one a partaker of it.
So it becomes the duty of God’s holy
people, not only to abstain from sin, but
to do as was said to the prophet Isaiah,
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up your voice
like a trumpet, and show my people their
transgression, and the house of Jacob
their sins (Isaiah 58:1).” As Paul
charged Timothy: “Reprove, rebuke,
exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine (2 Timothy 4:2.).”
It is this uncovering and rebuking of
sin that brings opposition and persecution. “They hate him that rebukes in the
gate (Amos 5:10).” It would seem that
even satan himself is not much disturbed
at the preaching of holiness, as long as
22

you do not expose and rebuke sin. His
cry is today, as it was when Christ was
upon earth, “Let us alone (Mark 1:24),”
but Christ would not let them alone, and
neither should we let them alone.
It was this rebuking of sin — this antagonism to sin — that cost John the
Baptist his head. Had he not said to
Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have
your brother’s wife,” it is likely that
Herod would have contributed to the
expense of Brother John’s meetings, for
we read, “he did many things, and heard
him gladly.”
It was when Stephen said, “You stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and
ears, you always resist the Holy Ghost,”
that “they were cut to the heart, and
they gnashed on him with their teeth,”
“and cast him out of the city, and stoned
him” to death.

He objects to the
extermination
business!
Doubtless if he had heeded the advice
of modern theologians, and been more
“tactful” and “discreet,” and more “liberal” and “broad-minded” in his attitude
toward the enemies of God, he could
easily have escaped that shower of
stones. It was this antagonism to sin that
cost Stephen his life, as well as tens of
thousands of others down through the
ages.
We have no sympathy whatever with
this modern view of so popularising the
Gospel that every one will become
charmed and fascinated, and so be captured for Christ. It is a falsehood and a
delusion. “The natural man does not
receive the things of the spirit of God:
for they are foolishness to him: neither
can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians
2:14).”
The facts are, the nearer a man gets
to heaven the farther he is removed
from earth; the more deeply spiritual

and the more Christlike the less this
world will understand and appreciate
him. The devil is not dead; nor has he
been converted; and he who dares to
uncover sin and cry out against sin in
high places as well as in low places
without fear or favour — will soon discover that this world and hell are just
as diabolically opposed to God and holiness today as at any time in the history
of the world.
Satan is not disturbed by a profession
and preaching of holiness that does not
expose and rebuke sin; nor does the “old
man” object to any teaching on holiness
that will give him mercy, and permit him
to stay. It is the eradication and extermination business he objects to.
A holy heart will hate everything that
God hates and love everything that God
loves.
“How can you believe if you accept
praise from one another, yet make no
effort to obtain the praise that comes
from the only God (John 5:44)?”
“That which is highly esteemed among
men is an abomination is the sight of
God (Luke 16:15).”
“Do you not know that the friendship
of the world is enmity with God?
Therefore whoever desires to be a
friend of the world is the enemy of God
(James 4:4).”
“You have loved righteousness, and
hated iniquity; therefore God, even your
God, has anointed you with the oil of
gladness above your fellows (Hebrews
1:9.”
Prepare the Way

‘False Gospel’
leaves
multitudes
‘sealed in
unbelief’

“It’s sin — we’re sinners.”
The authentic Gospel will
bear lasting fruit in the lives
of those God has saved, he
said, encouraging his audience to preach, teach and live
the Gospel.

What is the fastest
growing religion
on Earth?

MULTITUDES have been
misled or given a false assurance of a salvation they
never had by ministers
preaching the wrong Gospel,
author and speaker Voddie
Baucham said recently.
These ministers strip the
Gospel of sin and repentance,
depicting instead a “warm,
fuzzy” Jesus that is foreign
to scripture, said Bauchman,
an adjunct professor at Union University in Jackson,
Tennessee, USA.
Baucham, who preached
from 1 Corinthians 15 at the
Wake Forest, N.C., campus,
said false representations of
the Gospel seek to manipulate people, often with humour, rather than call them to
repentance and faith in
Christ.
“You can make a good living if you know how to manipulate crowds,” Baucham
said. But such “ministry” has
left countless individuals
“sealed in unbelief.”
This type of preaching frequently fails to mention sin,
Baucham said. Instead, society is blamed for man’s failure.
“We don’t just make bad
choices,” Baucham countered. “We weren’t just raised
by the wrong parents in the
wrong neighbourhood.
Prepare the Way

MOST news reports suggest
it is Islam.
But a new
book makes
a compelling case it
is a new, or,
perhaps, old
form of biblically inspired evangelical Christianity that is sweeping through
places like China, Africa, India and Southeast Asia.
In Mega Shift, author Jim
Rutz coins a new phrase to
define this fast-growing segment of the population. He
calls them “core apostolics”
– or “the new saints who are
at the heart of the mushrooming Kingdom of God.”
Rutz makes the point that
Christianity is overlooked as
the fastest- growing faith in
the world because most surveys look at the traditional
Protestant denominations and
the Roman Catholic Church
while ignoring Christian believers who have no part of
either.
He says there are 707 million “switched-on disciples”
who fit into this new category
and that this “church” is exploding in growth.
“The growing core of
Christianity crosses theological lines and includes 707 million born-again people who
are increasing by 8 percent a
year,” he says.
So fast is this group grow-

ing that, under current trends,
according to Rutz, the entire
world will be composed of
such believers by the year
2032.
And what is driving this
movement? Miracles, he
says.
Mega Shift attempts to
document myriad healings
and other powerful answers
to the sincere prayers of this
new category of believer, including hundreds of dramatic
cases of resurrections – not
near-death experiences, but
real resurrections of actual
corpses.
“By tomorrow, there will be
175 000 more Christians than
there are today,” Rutz writes.
© 2005 WorldNetDaily.com

Australians
consider banning
Alpha course
THE Victorian Civil and Administrative Tribunal (VCAT)
met recently to consider a call
to ban Alpha, the internationally known introductory
course to Christianity.
Robin Fletcher, a
self described
witch, called
for the ban
under the
Racial
and Religious Tolerance Act
passed in the
state of Victoria in 2001. This
is the same law that pastors
Daniel Scot and Danny
Nalliah were convicted under
for “inciting hatred” in December, 2004. In that case it
was “hatred” against Muslims.
In this case, Fletcher claims,
it is hatred against witches.
“It constitutes a personal
danger to my health and
safety within the prison sys-

tem,” he said, citing negative
references to witchcraft in the
course material. He is currently serving a 10-year prison
sentence for sexually abusing
two teenage girls.

The Great
Commission
Course
Frontline Fellowship will be
holding a Great Commission
Course in Cape Town from
June 24 – July 14.
The course starts on Friday
24th with the Biblical
Worldview Summit. It will
then be followed up by an intensive training course with
daily outreaches and practical,
hands-on ministry in townships, prisons etc. The “GCC”
also includes a Bible exam,
mission’s exam, and numerous other tests along with assignments, Bible studies to
complete etc. The GCC
stretches minds and muscles
introducing participants to
what real missions is all about.
For more information visit
www.frontline.org.za or
phone: (021) 689-4480 or email admin@frontline.org.za
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The ‘Much More’ Grace of God
than we have ever experienced or have
ever thought it to be.

by Bob Hoekstra
ROMANS 5:15,17&20 speak of the
“much more” grace of God. God’s
grace is “much more” than forgiveness
alone. It provides “much more” than
new birth and justification. God’s grace
is so rich and abundant that it is “much
more” than we have yet experienced
and “much more” than we will ever need
for fullness of life and service in Christ.

Warnings Concerning
Grace

Grace for Daily Victory
Romans 5:17 begins with a reference
to the spiritual deadness that plagues
everyone who is born into Adam’s fallen
race: “For if by the one man’s offence
death reigned through the one.”
Then, this majestic verse holds forth
God’s resources for becoming a person learning to live as a Christ-like spiritual overcomer: “much more those
who receive abundance of grace and
of the gift of righteousness will reign
in life through the One, Jesus
Christ.”
Every believer in Jesus has received
“the gift of righteousness,” which
grants us an acceptance in the family
of a holy God. Yet, not every believer
lives victoriously. In order to increasingly “reign in life,” a Christian must
be drawing by faith upon the “abundance of grace” that is available daily
in the Lord. This abundant grace is
“much more” than sufficient to bring us
victory in our Christian lives.

Grace for Changing Lives
1 Timothy 1:12-14 indicates that the
“much more” grace of God is also available to change lives. Therein, Paul confesses that he “was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man.” Yet, he says the Lord put
him “into the ministry.”
Verse 14 explains the resource that the
Lord used to accomplish this transformation. “And the grace of our Lord
was exceedingly abundant.” God’s
grace is “much more” than sufficient
to transform insolent blasphemers into
fruitful apostles.

Grace for Drawing Lives
2 Corinthians 9:14 tells of one group
of Christians who are praying with
yearning regarding another group of
believers. “And by their prayer for
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you, who long for you.” This verse
closes by revealing what it was that
created this spiritual longing in one
group toward the other group. “Because of the exceeding grace of God
in you.” When the grace of God is
abundantly present in the life of any
believer, others can be drawn by that
grace, yearning to pray for them, to be
with them, to learn from them, to be
impacted by that same grace of God.
Even as I write this, my heart is stirred
concerning various servants of the Lord
world-wide whose lives are filled with
the glorious grace of God. I too pray
for them with longing, desiring to be with
them, wanting to fellowship with them
in that “much more” grace of God. God
is able to make His grace abundant in
our lives, so that others will be drawn
to us to be impacted by that same grace.

Dimensions of God’s Grace
Ephesians 2:7 speaks of “the exceeding riches of His grace.” God’s grace
is rich beyond measure. Ephesians 3:8
refers to “the unfathomable riches of
Christ.” God’s grace is like an infinite
ocean, whose bottom can never be
reached. 1 Peter 4:10 alludes to “the
manifold grace of God.” God’s grace
is like a many-faceted diamond, each
facet sparkling forth another brilliant
aspect of God’s marvellous grace.
The grace of God is so “much more”

The grace of God is so vast and so
vital. We must not relate to it wrongly.
Jude wrote of some who were dealing
inappropriately with God’s grace: “ungodly men, who turn the grace of our
God into licentiousness.” Grace is not
a license for sinning. Romans 5:20 &
6:1-2 speaks in similar terms: “Where
sin abounded, grace abounded much
more... What shall we say then? Shall
we continue in sin that grace may
abound? Certainly not!”
2 Corinthians 6:1 tells of another improper relating to the grace of God: “We
then, as workers together with Him
also plead with you not to receive the
grace of God in vain.” Since we work
with God in ministry (not just for God),
we need His grace as our resource for
service. If we acknowledge God’s
grace, but accept it for other than, or
less than, it is intended to provide, we
are receiving it (at least partially) in vain.
Grace is not only intended for our
cleansing and new birth, it is also intended for our equipping and spiritual
growth. The “much more” grace of
God is BOTH His remedy to forgive
sins and His resource to transform the
sinner.

Conclusion
How do we live by the “much more”
grace of God? It involves humility and
faith. “God resists the proud, but
gives grace to the humble (James
4:6).” God’s grace does not flow into
proud, self-sufficient hearts. “Through
(Jesus) also we have access by faith
into this grace in which we stand
(Romans 5:2).”
Day by day, in any and every issue
we might face, faith in Jesus Christ accesses grace for that need or opportunity. Consequently, we will want to earnestly and consistently heed the invitation of Hebrews 4:16: “Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of
grace, that we may obtain mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.”
At that throne, we will find “much more”
grace than we have ever imagined or
will ever need.
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