Prepare Way
the

Answering the upward call of God in Christ Jesus

Issue No. 29
Price: R12 (inc. VAT)

Peter Pollock

Though the
fig tree does
not bud...
Your

assignment
has changed!

Welsh revival

What happened
to Evan Roberts?
A love letter

29
9 771814 755004

ISSN 1814-7550

to Jesus
Set free
from family
bondages

Internal
External
Eternal

blood of Jesus

Contents
Issue No. 29

3 A love letter
4 Though the fig tree
6 Shaken & running over
8 Free from bondage
9 Personal experiences
10 Praying men
11 Are you ready?
12 Secret of His indwelling
14 Assingment has changed
13 The Wesley test
16 God is a consuming fire
17 Have to grow a beard?
18 Evan Roberts
20 Comfort & chastening
21 Blood of Jesus
22 Look & Listen
23 Watch & Pray
24 Royal invitation
Cover: “Not even Solomon
(Matthew 6:29)...”
Photo by Constantin Jurcut

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; Make straight in
the desert a highway for our God
(Isaiah 40:3).’”

www.prepare.co.za
Editorial team

info@prepare.co.za
John & Helen Gardiner
Peter & Inez Pollock

Editorial & Advertising

Prepare the Way
Box 377
Merrivale 3291
Phone: (033) 3307-135
Fax: 086-5147-404
Cell: 082-499-3174
E-mail: info@prepare.co.za
Skype user-name: preparethewaymag
Prayer requests: prayer@prepare.co.za
You are free to copy any articles in
this magazine for non-commercial
use – except those which carry a
copyright notice.
We do not accept any unsolicited
articles and stories


Take it to the nations!

Through the gifts of our readers, we are now able to send free copies of
Prepare the Way to leaders in many other African nations.
Prepare the Way is a non-profit ministry, which means every cent you
give goes straight towards posting more magazines. If you’re able to help,
kindly fill in the form below and post it to Prepare the Way, Box 377,
Merrivale 3291. Please contact us if you need more details.
Name....................................................................................................................
Address................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................Postal code:...................
I am giving a once-off gift of R….........….. towards the ministry of Prepare
the Way. I am giving a monthly gift of R..…......… towards the ministry
of Prepare the Way
I would like my gift to go towards ☐Prison ministry ☐Leaders in neighbouring countries ☐Missionaries ☐Poorer churches ☐Other (please specify) …………….....……………..................................................................................

Subscribe... and save!

Enjoy the convenience of having every copy of Prepare the Way delivered to
your home – and save on the cover price, too! For only R130,00 (including
postage and packaging) you will receive the next 12 issues (valid for SA only:
all other areas R330 for 12 issues).
Please fill out the form below and post it to:
Prepare the Way
Box 377
Merrivale 3291
Bank account details for internet transfers:
Prepare the Way, Standard Bank, Howick branch.
Branch code: 058-325 Account No: 05 244 9815
Your name…............................................................................................
Address..…….….........……….…………………..................…….……..….......
............……………….…………......….................Postal code…………………
Phone Number….…………........................…………..…………………………
Name & address to which subscription must be posted (if different to
above): ……………………....……………….........................…………………...
……………………………………………………...…..……………......…………….
.........................……………............................Postal code....….……...........
Enclosed, please find my cheque/postal order for R130,00 to Prepare the Way

Bulk Orders

The most cost-effective way of buying Prepare the Way is
to order in bulk (5 or more copies to one address) at only
R7,00 per magazine. Please contact us for more details
Prepare the Way

pour at Your feet its
treasure store; take
my heart, it is Yours,
it shall be Your royal
throne.
Abide with me O
Lord, and make
me one with You,
that the world
may know that
You have come
to receive them
to Yourself, that
the Father would be

Dear Jesus,
My Lord, my Saviour, my Master, my
King. Your name is Wonderful, Precious
to my ears.
My Creator, I adore you above all; my
Redeemer, I trust you completely; my
King, I willingly obey your command;
my Master, I humbly submit to your
perfect will; my Saviour, I praise you
will all my life breath; my Bridegroom, I
love you with an unrivalled, never-ending love.
When I hear Your Name my heart
leaps, but when I hear Your voice, Oh!
how much more my soul and my spirit
rise up to drink from the cleansing fountain of the water of life. Your Words to
me are more to be desired than gold, yes,
than much fine gold, sweeter also than
honey and the honeycomb.
The Voice of my Lord is powerful,
your Voice is full of majesty, your Voice
divides the flames of fire, your Voice
shakes the wilderness, your Voice makes
the deer to calve, and in Your temple I
will speak of Your Glory.
Just as You, O Christ, were raised from
the dead by the Glory of the Father, even
so I also was raised to walk in newness
of life by Your Glory. Bless the Lord, O
my soul, bless Your Holy Name. Oh,
that the world might behold Your Glory,
the Glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth.
My Jesus I love You, I know You are
mine; for You I forsake all the folly of
sin; my gracious Redeemer, my Saviour
You are; if ever I loved You, my Jesus, ‘tis
now. You are worthy O Lord, to receive
glory, and honour, and power, praise,
worship, and thanksgiving.
My life, my love I give to You, Lamb of
God Who died for me; Oh, may I ever
faithful be, my Saviour and my God.
Take my life and let it be, consecrated
Lord to Thee; take my love, my Lord, I
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glorified.
O my Lord, when I was yet in my sin,
bound in the shackles of selfish desire,
following my own way, the alluring
ways of this world, believing the lies of
the devil; when I was weak and without hope, stumbling in the darkness of
pride, You sweetly beckoned, lovingly
whispered, with tender mercy bid me to
come. Come unto Me, you said, come
and receive rest, peace I give to you,
not as the world gives, but holy peace,
abiding peace, pure, lovely, true peace in
loving Me, learning of Me, allowing Me
to make you meek and lowly in heart
that I may abide in You.
My Lord, how can I thank you?
Unworthy, unworthy I am to receive
Your pardon. My heart and my eyes bow
down prostrate before you, O Lord, in
Your Holy Presence. My soul trembles
when I gaze at Your beautiful, blinding majesty. The things of earth grow
strangely dim in the light of Your Glory
and Grace. My eyes fall low in my undoneness, fearing to even glance at the
beauty of Your Holiness; yet You gently,
lovingly lift my face to behold the Rose
of Sharon, the Lily of the Valley, the
Bright and Morning Star.
I would love You, Lord and Saviour,
my Redeemer and my King. I would
love You, I have vowed it, on Your love
my heart is set. While I love You, I will
never my Redeemer’s blood forget. To
think, my Lord, that you, the King of
kings and the Lord of lords, being in the
form of God thought it not robbery to
be equal with God; but made Yourself
of no reputation, and took the form of a
servant. And being found in fashion as a
man, You looked upon a sinful, rebellious wretch of a man such as I, and yet
still You humbled Yourself and became
obedient unto death, even the death of
the cross.
Such humility, such obedience, such
love, such wondrous love. Did ever human tongue find nobler theme than love

divine that ransomed me? That for a wilful outcast such as I, the Father planned,
the Saviour bled and died; redemption
for a worthless slave to buy, who long
had law and grace defied.
Such love, such wondrous love, that
You, my Jesus, should love a sinner such
as I, how wonderful is love like this.
Jesus, Your boundless love to me, no
thought can reach, no tongue declare;
unite my thankful heart to You, and
reign without a rival there. Yours wholly,
Yours alone I am; my soul with constant
love aflame. Oh Jesus, nothing may I see,
nothing desire or seek but You.
As the deer pants after the water
brooks, so my soul pants after You. I
long to lean on Your breast as John did,
to sit at Your feet like Mary, to pour out
all of my ointment from my alabaster
box. Though I’m just an earthen vessel,
I yearn to bring forth perfect worship in
the beauty of holiness, all to please You,
my God.
O my Jesus, that I may know You more
fully, that I may love You more perfectly.
That I may be crucified with You, that
self would no longer live, but You, O
Christ, would live in me. That You
would receive the reward of Your suffering, that You would receive the glory
and honour due to Your Holy Name.
O Lord, forgive me for all that is in me
that has hindered Your work, that has
restricted the outworking of Your Holy
Spirit, for all that has prevented others
from seeing the Brightness and Majesty
of Your Glory.
Thank You, my Lord, for Your abundant grace, that I may present to You
this day my body, heart, soul, mind, and
strength, a living sacrifice unto You.
Prune me, purge me, cleanse me, purify
me, that You may use me in whatever
way you will, that Your Holy Name,
Lord Jesus, may be exalted, high and
lifted up, glorified with all glory. Oh
what a small offering that is compared
to Your sacrifice; love so amazing, so
divine, demands my soul, my life, my all.
Lord, make me more sensitive for the
Honour of Your Glory, more jealous for
Your Name’s sake.
I love You Lord, and I lift my voice, to
worship You, O my soul rejoice. Take
joy my King, in what You hear; may it be
a sweet, sweet sound in Your ear. Thank
you, my Lord, for hearing this feeble,
faltering tongue. Now Lord, You speak,
for Your servant hears.
Love,
Your Adopted Child
3

‘Though
the fig tree…’
by Peter Pollock
“Though the fig tree does not bud and there
are no grapes on the vines, though the olive
crop fails and fields produce no food, though
there are no sheep in the pen and no cattle
in the stalls, yet will I praise the Lord, I will
be joyful in God my Saviour (Habakkuk
3:1&18).”
ERTAINLY this is in one of
the great statements of faith in
the Bible. In essence, it is what being a true believer is all about!
The prophet Habakkuk had a burden. He cried out to God about all the
violence and injustice that was going
on around him. Strife and conflict
abounded. The law seemed to be
paralysed, justice perverted and the
wicked seemed to be hemming in the
righteous.
Habakkuk was at his wits’ end. He
was angry and perplexed. He even resorted to accusing God of not listening
and not caring. He was worried, to say
the least. Maybe he was even doubting,
because his laments were laced with
the kind of rhetoric that suggests unbelief and denial. He certainly wasn’t a
happy prophet!
“Stand back,” says God. “You have
not seen nothing yet.” And then God
promises Habakkuk that he is going to
be utterly amazed. God was about to
boggle his mind and blow his theology!
The plan was simple. God’s intention
was to raise the Babylonians under
Nebuchadnezzar. They were to be
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God’s ruthless, dreaded, self-indulgent,
disrespectful agents for change. They
deride kings! Scoff at rulers! Their only
God is self!
Quite naturally, the prophet is both
shocked and amazed. The Chaldeans?
They are bad news, to say the very
least. Surely, God’s job is to protect
us from such evil enemies? Today, we
would probably argue that this could
not possibly be God. It must be the
devil! But God confirms: “Write it all
down. It is going to happen. It’s revelation!”
When God speaks it is simple,
accurate and edifies the faithful.
“Habakkuk, they will run for their
very lives when they read what you
have written. That is a promise!” God
re-assures.
It is about judgement. Absolutely!
For certain, God is in the judgement
business. And he has no favourites.
Backslidden Judah no doubt was more
righteous than the Chaldeans but that
did not matter one iota. Sin reaps its
consequences.
And God lists all the transgressions
and infringements as he speaks to the
prophet. Pride. Arrogance. Greed.
Lust. Drunkenness and boozing.
Theft. Extortion. Animal cruelty.
Idolatry. Lies. Hypocrisy. Corruption.
Any form of unjust gain. Murder and
violence. Sexual immorality. Shedding
of blood.
God does not tolerate any of these
things.

Nowadays, we may battle with the
concept that captivity, exile and banishment was God’s plan for God’s people. But it was because God hates sin
and He is definitely more concerned
about our character than our comfort.
Maybe we should refresh our minds
about some of God’s absolutes. He is
utterly awesome and to be feared. The
Holy Spirit’s job is in fact to encourage
this healthy fear. God is jealous, He
told us that Himself. He is also a consuming fire! God is very definitely in
the discipline and judgement business
and He is immutable, meaning that
He never changes.
God does not make mistakes nor
does He have to re-assess His position
or opinions on anything. He certainly
does not have to apologise! God has
set into the world system His biblical
principles and they work, whether you
happen to be a believer or not.
In other words, we should all ensure
that we never ever make decisions or
do things that run contrary to these
principles, because inevitably they are
bound to fail. It is as simple as that.
His scales are evenly balanced. God
does not lie. It is impossible for Him to
tell fibs, untruths or even “white lies”
and what God promises will always
happen. It is so, because God says so!
One of God’s profound commandments is: Thou shalt not kill! God
declares that absolutely and irrevocably
and ever since Cain took out Abel, it
been a huge problem for mankind – a
bad mark!
Certainly my experience suggests
Prepare the Way

that something real bad happened in
the spiritual realm during the Second
World War, between 1939 and 1945,
when millions of lives were lost. The
lives and hearts that were hardened
by the experience and the minds that
became bitter and twisted surely indicates that it was a tragic time for the
world, not just physically and emotionally, but spiritually.
We just have to read about the horror
of Vietnam and see the many psychological movies that have emanated for
further evidence of the grim horror
of killing. The Bible tells us that the
shedding of innocent blood pollutes
the land and that “no atonement can
be made except by the blood of him
who shed it.” We have something like
20 000 murders a year in South Africa.
What an abomination and curse is
that, not to mention that we are fast
approaching 600 000 legal abortions.
Any wonder we’re living in such a mess?
In truth, nobody ever gets away with
murder. We might think we have
escaped retribution here on earth,
thanks to a smart lawyer, a kind judge
or insufficient evidence, but before
Almighty God we are just fooling ourselves to think we got away with it.
King David was told rather forthrightly that he could not build a
temple for God because there was too
much blood on his hands. You can’t
build the temple of God with blood
on your hands, however worthy you
might think your particular cause.
Also, David never truly recovered from
the Bathsheba adultery and the subsequent murder of Uriah, the Hittite.
God lists many abominations in His
Word. There is “no entry for anything
that defiles or causes abomination or
a lie,” says Revelation 21:27. Let us list
some of these abominations: contacting the dead, witchcraft, ancestral
worship, consulting spirits, casting
spells and sorceries. Homosexuality
and lesbianism fall into this category
and sexual sin like incest, adultery and
rape is abhorrent to God. Just look
around! Read the newspapers. Watch
the television news programmes.
We are living in a godless mess.
Murder abounds and fornication has
become the national sport! All these
sins and consequences were laid out
succinctly for Habakkuk as God spoke
to him and explained why such drastic
action was in store.
We make so much about cultures,
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and yet God told his people “do not
learn to follow those nations and
people around you. Do not do as they
do. They just do what is right in their
own eyes.”
The book of Romans tells us very
plainly that God has handed us over
to the consequences of our sinful and
godless desires. Thinking ourselves
so wise we have become fools. I was
powerfully impacted the other morning as I was reading God’s promises
regarding blessings and curses. What
struck me was that there was no middle ground. In other words, we get
blessed for following God’s ways and
we get cursed if we reject Him. There
is no “middle” or “gray” area where we
can just float around unnoticed and
in ignorance relying on his grace and
mercy.
I also got to thinking about nations
that declare that they are “secular”
states – in other words, not prepared
to acknowledge God. If God is truly
the awesome God of the Bible then
surely there cannot be a worse place
than declaring you do not recognise
Him.

Prayer that
availeth nought!
In godless circumstances prayer also
is rendered ineffective. The prophet
Ezekiel stated that persistent unfaithfulness reaps consequences and that it
would not make any difference as they
prayed even to have Noah, Job or Daniel on the intercession team! Simply,
unrighteous prayers “availeth nought!”
Evil carries the seeds of its own
destruction. Sin always reaps consequences. Together evil and sin dictate
the spiritual climate. They author our
demise and are the demons of our
downfall.
All this was clearly illuminated for
Habakkuk. Believe it! God does allow
bloodthirsty pagans to be His agents
for judgement and retribution. And it
is no good complaining or questioning
God for using such wicked instruments. He has merely allowed them
to wreak their inevitable havoc as He
“hands us over” to “inherit in ourselves” the rewards of evil and godlessness.
Interestingly enough, He ensured
that the Chaldeans didn’t escape either. He dealt very severely with them,
having foretold that after their success

in defeating Judah, they would ascribe
greatness to themselves and that would
lead to their own undoing. Oops!
Yes, just another biblical principle at
work. Nations, no matter their size, are
merely a “drop in the bucket” just as
leaders are “wheat and chaff.”
As high as the heavens are above the
earth so are God’s ways above our understanding. We need to stop playing
amateur providences in other peoples
lives. And we need to understand that
to get angry with God is not okay,
it just shows our gross ignorance of
biblical and spiritual truth. God is not
a protector of our social or political
structures. He is not there to rubber-stamp our good ideas. And God
certainly does not prop up the devil’s
kingdom. He is only interested in His
Kingdom!
All this came through loud and clear
to the prophet, Habakkuk. And he
was all ears, listening intently. “I will
stand my watch. Set myself on the
rampart. And watch and see what God
will say to me. And what I will answer
when I am corrected,” said Habakkuk.
Indeed he was ready to step aside. To
make way, to prepare the way for the
Lord.
Finally, his response! There were
no ifs and buts and no queries, just a
heart-felt prayer. “I have heard! I am
afraid! You are the Holy One,” he
spoke, acknowledging God’s awesome
attributes. There was no concern about
himself, his well-being and his prosperity. It was all about God. His body
trembled. His lips quivered. He was
gob-smacked, totally aware of his own
rottenness. Conviction of sin is a sure
sign of the presence of the Holy Spirit.
“No figs! No grapes! No nothing!
Yet will I praise the Lord! He is my
strength!” What a profound moment
for him. One we all need to experience.
Some conclusions? Life is a bit different in reality as against theory. Suffering and evil is par for the “complex”
course we travel as believers. We always
need to ask God, never to blame or
argue with Him. That’s blasphemy!
The righteous shall live by faith
but will never achieve moral perfection. The earth will be filled with the
knowledge and the glory of the Lord.
And finally: The Lord is in His holy
temple, let the earth keep silence
before Him.
Awesome. Mind-boggling. Lifechanging!


Shaken Together
& Running Over
by William Booth-Clibborn
“For by your standard of measure it will be
measured to you in return (Luke 6:38).”
HERE is a scripture that contains four promises of God’s
“too much” measure, all in a row.
This passage is so beautiful, so limitless, that I will quote it in full:
“That Christ may dwell in your
hearts by faith; that you, being rooted
and grounded in love, may be able to
comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth and length, and depth, and
height; and to know the love of Christ
which passes knowledge, that you
might be filled with all the fullness of
God. Now to Him that is able to do
Exceedingly – too much No. 1;
Abundantly – too much No. 2;
Above all – too much No. 3;
That we ask or think – too much No. 4.
“According to the power that works
in us. To Him be glory in the church
by Christ Jesus throughout all ages,
world without end. Amen (Ephesians
3:17-20).”
I wish we could get the measure of
the majestic immensity of this unlimited promise into our souls, then we
would rise to live on a higher plane, in
another world. That last phrase proves
it’s possible – “according to the power
that works in us.”
I am going to preach the “too much”
to you till you drown in Ezekiel’s river
of blessing and power (Ezekiel 47). Till
you go past ankle deep, that will bring
your walk under the control of the
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Spirit of God. Then till the waters are
above your knees, that will acquaint
you with the true prevailing prayer life
of the Christian.
Then till the tide has reached your
heart and all your affections and
desires are subdued and brought under
the sway of God’s Will and Word.
Finally, let’s hope you will go in so
far that you’ll not touch bottom any
longer for there will be “waters to
swim in” and your hands, a figure
of all your work, your eyes, a symbol
of your vision, and your mouth and
tongue will all be filled with water
under the control of God’s Spirit.
Oh, Hallelujah! Then you will shout
with the Psalmist: “They shall be
abundantly satisfied with the fatness of
Your House and You shall make them
drink of the river of Your pleasures
(Psalm 36:8).”
Are you going to swim where the full
tide will sweep over your body, spirit
and soul?
Speaking of the visitation to come
in the last days upon the people of
God, Joel prophesies: “Be glad then,
you children of Zion, and rejoice in
the Lord, your God; for He has given
you the former rain moderately (notice
that!).
“And He will cause for you to come
down the rain, the former rain, and
the latter rain in the first month (both
rains together, a double portion at the
same time), And the floors shall be full
of wheat, and the vats shall overflow
with wine and oil (Joel 2:23&24).”

Here is “too much” wheat, the Word
of God – our food; “too much” wine,
joy unspeakable – our strength; and
“too much” oil, filled to overflowing
with the Holy Spirit – our very life.
All of these promised us in one text!
Who could ask for more?
But there are hindrances to our
enjoying this desirable condition. I will
point them out.
There is one word of Christ that has
been a well of life to me. I must pass
it on to you! It is of vital importance
when the question arises, “Why can’t
I obtain the Promise of God?” Here
is the answer in Luke 6:38: “Give, and
it will be given to you. They will pour
into your lap a good measure – pressed
down, shaken together, and running
over. For by your standard of measure
it will be measured to you in return.”
Now, this Scripture has two applications. One to our relations with man,
and the other – by far the greater application – in reference to our relations
with God. It has so often been handled
in the first aspect that its larger meaning has been almost obscured. Let this
arrow strike you! If it’s true that in
the proportion you mete out to your
fellow man, he shall mete out to you
in return; then it is twice as true that
God – who can not lie – will press
back into your bosom more than the
measure you mete out to Him.
We are so incurably stingy, so small
in all our dealings with God, that it’s
no wonder our whole experience is so
miserably wanting. No life overflowing
for us – we are too mean, too miserly
with our worship and waiting on God.
Oh! How we are exhorted to:
“Give thanks always for all things
(Ephesians 5:20.)”
“Rejoice evermore (1Thessalonians
5:16).”
“Pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians
5:17).”
“Seek His face continually (1 Chronicles 16:11).”
“Set the Lord always before us (Psalm
16:8).”
“Watch, therefore, and pray always
(Luke 21:36).”
“Always abound in the work of the
Lord (1 Corinthians 15:58).”
Only seven of a multitude of similar
verses! But our conduct contradicts
most of them. We sandwich a few
minutes’ prayer between other things.
As to rejoicing we may say “Praise
the Lord” a time or two – and we are
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done. Plenty of excuses: it is late; I am
tired; I don’t feel well. God sees that
smallness that begrudges Him the full
surrender of our lips, our love, and the
right of way in our lives. No wonder
the heavens are brass above us and God
withholds the blessing.
We try to get by with giving as little
as possible. We have to be coaxed and
forced to prayer, which should be our
chief delight. Our praise is not the
welling up of a thankful heart. We
live far from these words: “I will bless
the Lord at all times: His praise shall
continually be in my mouth (Psalm
34:1).” “My tongue shall speak of Your
righteousness and of Your praise all
the day long (Psalm 35:28).”
Rather than praise, we grumble and
growl and find fault with everything.
We begrudge God our lips and our
time. Instead of making Him feel at
home in our hearts, we shove Him in a
corner. We are incurably stingy.
Listen to the Proverbs: “He that has
a bountiful eye shall be blessed (22:9).”
“The liberal soul shall be made fat; and
he that waters shall himself be watered
(11:25).”
Paul made it stronger in 2 Corinthians 9:6: “But this I say he who sows
sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and
he who sows bountifully shall reap also
bountifully.” That is our whole trouble
in a nutshell. We are not willing to risk
and gamble as much as the farmer does
when in good faith he stakes everything on the future and sows his fields
with the best seed.
“There is one who scatters, and yet
increases all the more (Proverbs 1:24),”
but this is not considered very wise
by the world. Those who scheme, and
who hoard riches are looked up to.
Yet when we are lavish with God and
abandon ourselves to His service, to
His praise and witness, we never lack,
we increase, we flourish. Then we
squander again and give right and left
all the more, and still we increase.
The more we spend and are spent,
still greater is our replenishing, our
refreshing from on High. And to us is
fulfilled the promise: “Cast your bread
upon the waters; for you shall find it
after many days (Ecclesiastes 11:1).”
It is useless being liberal with man
if we are small with God. Though we
bestow all our goods to feed the poor
and lack in true love to God, we are
nothing! It is only as a consequence
of our loving God with all our heart,
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strength and mind, that we may love
our neighbours as ourselves. God first!
Shall we cheat Him out of the measure
that is His due?
Days of Heaven on earth were experienced in the Welsh revival where
people never thought of time or mere
food and sleep, so engrossed would
they become in the things of God. The
surge of the rapids of that true revival
would sweep them off their feet. Every
great move forward has been stamped
with this characteristic. Work has to
wait, business is laid aside, all other
demands on our time have to take a
back seat.
Liberality manifests itself in many
respects. Are we forgiving? Or is there
a root of bitterness and hatred against
someone, destroying our peace of
soul? Jesus said we should forgive our
brother 77 times a day – sounds like
“too much!”
Do we confess our sins as much
as we ought? We can be extremely
microscopic removing the mote in our
neighbour’s eye, but what of the beam
that has almost blinded us? We will
strain at his gnat but will swallow our
camel, and look innocent.

If you want
God’s best...
Be liberal if you want God’s best.
Repent properly. Confess “too much”
rather than too little. Call it a sin
and not a mistake. “Turn to Me with
all your heart, and with fasting, and
with weeping and with mourning and
rend your heart... and you shall eat in
plenty, and be satisfied (Joel 2:12-26).”
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
commanded: “Whoever compels
you to go a mile, go with him two.”
But what if God asked you to do this,
would you go two? May the Spirit
of God so convict you that you will
cry out for His Grace to convert you
and change you, that you become like
Christ who gave unstintingly, unreservedly, wholeheartedly, His body
and His blood on the cross for you.
Go too far rather than not far
enough. Always do a little extra, a little
more than what’s required, for the very
love you owe Him, and I promise you
before God and all His holy angels in
heaven, your barrel of meal shall not
fail, your cruse of oil shall never run
dry.
That’s the key to the door of God’s
treasure house, the “pleasant places” of

Psalm 16, where we exclaim, “In Your
presence is fullness of joy; at Your Right
Hand there are pleasures forever.”
Many churches have dried up because
they have become thrifty, saving and
reserved. The pool that has no outlet stagnates. It becomes a stinking
swamp.
But revival changes all of that, we
risk, we dare, we become reckless and
more than willing. We lose ourselves
in a beautiful abandonment to the
supreme cause – the salvation of souls
– and lavish all we have to that most
happy end. We dare do things never
attempted before. The prayer meetings are never too long. The preaching
never wearies us. The offering baskets
run over. Wherever you run into the
rapids of revival, everything has an enthusiasm that carries everyone with it.
The Lord says in Malachi 3:10: “‘Bring
the whole tithe into the storehouse, so
that there may be food in My house,
and test Me now in this,’ says the Lord
of hosts, ‘if I will not open for you the
windows of heaven and pour out for
you a blessing until it overflows.’” Look
at that! Floods are promised! And the
proposition is a good bargain. “If you
are liberal with Me,” says God, “I will
be liberal with you.”
In Proverbs 3:9&10, again He strikes
the bargain: “Honour the Lord with
your substance, and with the firstfruits
of all your increase; so your barns shall
be filled with plenty, and your presses
shall burst out with new wine.” That’s
“too much” with a vengeance.
But we hardly ever prove God in this
matter. When the collection plate
comes around, we have a clenched fist.
And we think we will receive God’s
blessing when we withhold God’s
tithes and offerings!
We never need be dry, spent or withered. If we get rid of our miserliness;
if we wait upon Him; if we seek His
Face; if we give ourselves to prayer and
offer Him the sweet sacrifice of willing praise and supplication, He will
descend upon us, turn our weakness
into strength, put His Arms round us,
refill, requicken, rebaptise us with His
divine power and glory.
Then we shall cease to eke out a
miserable Christian experience, just
barely conquering, as the survivors of
a besieged city; but we shall become
more than conquerors, shall overcome
the world, the flesh and the devil and
that, with “too much” to spare! Hallelujah!


Being freed from generational
bondage

by Francis MacNutt
E at Christian Healing Ministries have a renewed excitement in the healing ministry of our
Lord Jesus. We always have the joy
of seeing the elation on people’s
faces when Jesus heals them, and we
also are learning constantly so many
new things about what God heals
and how He heals. Although prayer
for healing was so long neglected
among God’s people, it now seems
excitingly new to us.
One area of prayer for healing that
is particularly appropriate to consider
during this period in history is generational healing. When I first learned
about healing in the ‘60s, I didn’t hear
anything about generational healing,
but in recent years more and more
leaders in the healing ministry have
discovered how important it is for
most people’s lives, including their
own. As we look toward the future,
it is important for us to consider our
past.
Most of us are familiar with the
Scripture in the Old Testament where
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God is giving Moses the third commandment: “I the Lord your God am
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers on the children, and on
the third and the fourth generations
of those who hate Me, but showing
loving kindness to thousands, to those
who love Me and keep My commandments (Deuteronomy 5:10).” If you
have committed your life to Christ,
you probably aren’t too worried about
the sins of your ancestors affecting
you.
But we have discovered there is
much more to it than that, and we
have found several very practical areas
where Jesus can free us.
Certainly, we know that physical
traits and illnesses can be passed down
from generation to generation. In addition, we have learned that spiritual
generational influences can affect us
– for good or evil. Many world cultures, such as Asian, Native American,
and African believe ancestral influences can dramatically affect living
individuals, and their tribal religions
deal with freeing them from harmful

ancestral influences. Even Dickens’ A
Christmas Carol reflects this belief.
Let me suggest to you that you write
out a simple spiritual family tree,
mapping out the positive spiritual
influences that you recognise in your
forebears, but also listing the negative
patterns. This is very similar to what
we do every time we go to a doctor’s office and are asked to check off a list of
physical diseases that run in our family. For example, doctors want to know
if there is a pattern of heart disease,
cancer or stroke in a family, because if
so, the patient might be subject to the
same physical weakness.
The same is true of spiritual weaknesses. Patterns can run through an
entire family. On a larger scale, we
realise that entire ethnic groups are
predisposed to certain problems,
such as the Irish to alcoholism and
the Africans to sickle cell anaemia. If
you look at the characteristics of your
own ancestry, especially your parents,
your grandparents, your brothers and
sisters, your aunts and uncles, you
probably will observe certain patterns
Prepare the Way

of behaviour.
When the patterns are positive, such
as with a godly heritage, we thank God
– especially for how He has gifted us
through our parents and grandparents.
When we find patterns of weakness
or sin, we can pray for healing. The
good news is that Jesus can break that
inherited pattern or disposition as it
affects us and our children. Jesus came
to set the captive free (Luke 4:16-22),
and that captive may lie within us, a
prisoner of the past.
The first step in the healing process is
simply to recognise that your family’s
history may affect you and you need
healing. Sometimes this influence
may even be demonic and can descend
from generation to generation until it
is finally broken. But most of what we
experience is far more ordinary.
When I outlined my generational
family tree, I was surprised to see the
patterns that emerged. I found that my
family reveals a history of abandonment, primarily through death and
sickness. My parents and grandparents
grew up in many ways as orphans, and
this pattern has gone back for generations. The effect upon me is that I was
a lonely child who felt more comfortable being alone and preferred to do
everything by myself. In some ways, of

course, this has been a blessing (for instance, in writing books), but in other
important ways, it has made it hard
to fulfil Jesus’ great commandment to
love others and to go out to them. It
has taken a lifetime, but God has been
faithful to gradually change that excessively introverted side. Whenever we
discover such a harmful pattern, Jesus
desires to free us.
The following is a prayer that you
might say for yourself (or a friend):
“Lord Jesus, gently reveal to me,
through the Holy Spirit, those ways
in which I may be living out certain
patterns of inherited weakness or sin.”
(Here wait to see what you receive in
prayer.)
“Now, Jesus, if there is any predisposition in me to ..........................
(alcoholism, lust, etc.) that has come
down to me through my ancestry, I
ask you through your power to set me
free. Send your Holy Spirit, and by the
power of your Spirit and by the sword
of the Spirit, cut me free from that
disposition to ...................................
“For any sins I have committed – or
my ancestors committed – in this
regard, I ask your forgiveness, Lord.
In the name of Jesus Christ and his
precious blood, set me free, heavenly
Father.

“And now, Lord Jesus, in place of this
weakness, fill me with the power of
your Spirit; fill me with your spirit of
(self-control, courage, sobriety or whatever gift counteracts the weakness you
have). And Lord, I ask you also to cut
my children free from any harmful disposition they may have inherited from
me or my ancestors.”
If there seems to be an evil spirit connected with this trait, you can simply
command that spirit (for example, a
spirit of rejection) to leave. “I command
you, spirit of .........................................,
to leave in the name of Jesus Christ.
And I command you to go to Jesus
Christ to dispose of as He will.” Of
course, you can also ask a minister or
friend to pray these kinds of prayers
for you.
It is a great help to pray for generational healing within the context of a
celebration of the Lord’s Supper, for it
is through Christ’s death and resurrection that we are able to obtain freedom
and forgiveness.
I encourage you to consider what
generational patterns and areas in your
life as a whole are in need of the Lord’s
healing touch. Remember: Jesus came
to set the captives free!
With grateful acknowledgements to Christian
Healing Ministries.

Personal experiences in generational healing
by Judith MacNutt
WO prayer experiences in relation to healing of generational influences have touched
me profoundly. You see, my dad is a nearly fullblooded Cherokee, descended from those ancestors who fled into the forests 150 years ago in
order to escape the tragic Trail of Tears, when so
many Cherokees died on the long march to Oklahoma. I am proud of my Cherokee heritage.
Yet, I had a disturbing experience about 25 years
ago. At that time, I was a missionary in Jerusalem and had
fallen victim to a mysterious fever that would not respond to
medical treatment. To my surprise, a female missionary whom
I scarcely knew came bustling into the room where I lay in
bed. Although she had no natural means of knowing about
my Native American ancestry, she proceeded to ask me if I
was Cherokee. When I said yes, she told me she believed God
was leading her to pray for me to be healed of the generational
effects of witchcraft related to my Cherokee ancestors’ occult
involvement. When I gave her permission to pray, this woman
uttered a powerful prayer of deliverance. Immediately my
fever disappeared.
Twenty years later, a beautiful generational blessing followed
this healing. Our friends, George and Rena Larson were pray-
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ing for me to receive an inner healing. Unexpectedly, God gave me a vision in which I clearly saw
the Cherokees, suffering as the soldiers forced them
West along the wintry roads. Naturally, I responded
by praying for my people.
Then the vision ended with the scene changing:
Jesus appeared to me after He had brought me in
prayer to my favourite childhood spot – a natural
stone bridge overlooking the Red River Gorge in
my native Kentucky. Stretching out his arm over the
luxuriant forests below, Jesus turned to me with great love
and majesty and said, “All this is yours.” When I asked what
this meant he added, “This is your inheritance.”
I believe the Lord was telling me through this vision that
He had released me from the negative effects of that part
of my family background but was continuing to bless me
through the holy and godly parts of that same ancestry.
These two powerful experiences in generational healing
were remarkable moments in my life. One broke the negative effects passed down to me through my ancestors’ occult
involvement. The second balanced the breaking of the curse:
Jesus blessed and affirmed the beautiful part of my Cherokee
heritage!
With grateful acknowledgements to Christian Healing Ministries


Praying men are
God’s greatest leaders

by E. M. Bounds
RAYER is the mightiest agent
to advance God’s work. Only
praying hearts and hands can do
God’s work. Prayer succeeds when
all else fails. Prayer has won great
victories and rescued, with notable
triumph, God’s saints when every
other hope was gone. Men who
know how to pray are the greatest
blessing God can give to earth. They
are the richest gift earth can offer
heaven. Men who know how to use
this weapon of prayer are God’s best
soldiers, His mightiest leaders.
Praying men are God’s chosen leaders. The distinction between the leaders God brings to the front to lead and
bless His people and those leaders who
owe their position of leadership to a
worldly, selfish, unsanctified selection
is this: God’s leaders are pre-eminently
men of prayer. Prayer distinguishes
them and is the simple, divine attestation of their call, the seal of their
separation by God.
Whatever other graces or gifts they
may have, the gift and grace of prayer
towers above them all. In whatever else
they may share or differ, in the gift of
prayer they are one.
What would God’s leaders be without prayer? Strip Moses of his power in
prayer, a gift that made him eminent
in pagan estimate, and the crown is
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taken from his head, the food and fire
of his faith are gone. Elijah, without
his praying, would have neither record
nor place in the divine legation. His
life would be insipid, cowardly; its
energy, defiance, and fire gone. Without Elijah’s praying, the Jordan would
never have yielded to the stroke of
his mantle, nor would he have been
honoured with the chariot and horses
of fire.
The argument that God used to
quiet Ananias’s fears and convince
him of Paul’s condition and sincerity
was, “Behold, he prayeth (Acts 9:11).”
This was the epitome of Paul’s history,
the basis for his life and work. Paul,
Luther, Wesley, what would these
chosen ones of God be without the
distinguishing and controlling element
of prayer?
They were leaders for God because
they were mighty in prayer. They were
not leaders because of their brilliance,
their inexhaustible resources, their
magnificent cultured or natural gifting. They were leaders because they
could command the power of God by
the power of prayer. Praying men are
not just men who say prayers or men
who pray by habit. Praying men are
men with whom prayer is a mighty
force, an energy that moves heaven
and pours untold treasures of good on

earth.
Praying men are the men who spend
much time with God. Praying men
always feel a great need and desire to
be alone with God. Though very busy
men, they always stop at some appointed time for communion with God.
They have spent much time alone with
Him and have found that the secret of
wise and powerful leadership for God
is in these seasons of special access and
grace.
Praying men are men of the single
eye. They have been so much alone
with God, have seen so much of His
glory, have learned so much of His
will, have been fashioned so strongly
after His image that He fixes and fills
their gaze. All else is too insignificant
to engage their attention, too little to
catch their eye.
A double vision – one for self, and
the other for God – mightily hinders
prayer. Praying men are men of one
book; they feed on God’s Word; it
lives in them in vitalising force and
abides in them in full authority and
faith. They are Bible men. The Bible inspires their prayers and quickens their
faith. They rest on its promises as on a
globe of granite.
Praying men are the only productive workers for God. True prayer is
a working force, a divine energy that
must come out, that is too strong to be
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still. The work of praying men achieves
the best results because it is done by
God’s energy. Praying men have His
direction and do His work for His
glory, under the full and cheering
beam of His presence, His Word, and
His Spirit.
Praying men serve to protect the
Church from the materialism that
affects all its plans and polity and
hardens its lifeblood. A secret, deadly
poison circulates, convincing the
Church that it need not be so dependent on purely spiritual forces as it used
to be. Changed times and changed
conditions have brought it out of its
spiritual straits and dependencies and
put it where other forces can bear it to
its climax. A fatal snare of this kind
has lured the Church into worldly embraces, dazzled her leaders, weakened
her foundations, and deprived her of
much of her beauty and strength.
Praying men save the Church from
this material tendency. They pour into
it the original spiritual forces. They
lift it from the sandbars of materialism and press it out into the ocean
depths of spiritual power. Praying men
keep God in the Church in full force.
They keep His hand on the helm as
He trains the Church in strength and
trust.
The number and efficiency of the labourers in God’s vineyard in all lands
is dependent on the men of prayer.
By the divinely arranged process, the
number and success of the consecrated
labourers depend on the power of
prayer. Prayer opens wide the doors of
access, prepares the labourer to enter,
and gives holy boldness, firmness, and
fruit. Praying men are needed in all
fields of spiritual labour.
There is no position, high or low, in
the Church of God that can be well
filled without prayer. There is no position where Christians are found that
does not demand a faith that always
prays and never faints. Praying men
are needed in the house of business as
well as in the house of God that they
may order and direct trade, not according to the maxims of this world, but
according to Bible precepts and the
maxims of the heavenly life.
Men of prayer are needed especially
in the positions of church influence,
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honour, and power. The leaders of
church thought, church work, and
church life should be men of signal
power in prayer. It is the praying heart
that sanctifies the toil and skill of the
hands and the toil and wisdom of the
head. Prayer keeps work aligned with
God’s will and keeps thought aligned
with God’s Word.
The solemn responsibilities of leadership in God’s Church, in a large or
limited sphere, should be so hedged
about with prayer that between it and
the world there would be an impassable gulf. Leaders should be so elevated
and purified by prayer that neither
cloud nor night would stain the radiance or dim the sight of a constant
meridian view of God.

Vain and paltry in the work
of bringing glory to God
Many church leaders seem to think
that if they can be prominent as men
of thought, of plans, of scholarly
attainments, of eloquent gifts, and
conspicuous activities, that these are
enough and will atone for the absence
of the higher spiritual power that

comes from much prayer. But these are
vain and paltry in the serious work of
bringing glory to God, controlling the
Church for Him, and bringing it into
full accord with its divine mission.
Praying men are the men who have
done so much for God in the past.
They are the ones who have won the
victories for God and spoiled His foes.
They are the ones who have set up His
kingdom in the very camps of His
enemies. There are no other conditions
for success today. This century has not
suspended the necessity or force of
prayer. There is no substitute by which
its gracious ends can be secured.
Only praying hands can build for
God. Men of prayer are God’s mighty
ones on earth, His master builders.
They may be destitute of all else, but
with the wrestlings and prevailings of
a simple-hearted faith they are mighty
– the mightiest for God. Church
leaders may be gifted in all else, but
without this greatest of gifts they are
as Samson shorn of his locks, or as the
altars of the temple where heavenly
flame has died without the divine presence.

Are you ready?

by Leonard Ravenhill

Let the heathen rage and the people imagine a vain thing.
Let iniquity abound and the love of many wax cold.
Let the seas roar and the land be shattered by earthquakes.
Let governments continue to dismantle the Ten Commandments.
Let the scoffers in or outside the “church” continue to cry: “Where is the promise of
His coming, all things continue even as they were before?”
Let the “church” continue in her worldliness.
Let hell enlarge her mouth to swallow the multitudes.
Let believers wallow in more carnality, pray less fervently, and live more worldly.
Let fat preachers parade a thin theology.
Let us now total up this mess and mass of end-time disobedience and rebellion,
THEN REMEMBER THIS: “God has allowed us to know the secret of His plan,
and it is this: He purposes in His sovereign will that ALL HUMAN HISTORY
SHALL BE CONSUMMATED IN CHRIST, that everything that exists in Heaven or earth shall find its perfection and fulfilment in Him. And here is the staggering
thing – that in all which will one day belong to Him we have been promised a share
(Ephesians 1:9-11, J. B. Phillips).”
The outlook on the world just now is exceedingly dark.
But! The uplook is exceedingly glorious – the King IS coming!
These are the incentives for His coming:
To witness, “The Gospel must first be preached to all nations.”
To sacrifice, “My reward is with me (Revelation 22:12).”
To patience, “Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the Lord.”
To prayer, “Watch and pray.”
To holiness of life, “He that has this hope in him purifies himself.”
Are you ready for His coming?
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The
secret of
Christ’s
indwelling
by F.B. Meyer
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E are under a great obligation
to Paul as the Apostle of the
Gentiles. It is to him that we owe, under the Spirit of God, the unveiling of
two great mysteries, which specially
touch us as Gentiles.
The first of these wrought a revolution
when first preached by the Apostle in
the face of the most strenuous opposition. Till then, Gentiles were expected
to become Jews before they were Christians, and to pass through the synagogue
to the church. But he showed that this
was not necessary, and that Gentiles
stood on the same level as Jews with
respect to the privileges of the Gospel
– fellow heirs, fellow-members of the
body, fellow-partakers of the promise in
Christ Jesus through the Gospel (Ephesians 3:6).
The second deserves our further
thought, for if only it could be realised
by the children of God, they would
begin to live in so Divine a way as to still
the enemy and avenger, and to repeat
in some small measure the life of Jesus
on the earth. This mystery is that the
Lord Jesus is willing to dwell within the
Gentile heart.
That He should dwell in the heart of a
child of Abraham was deemed a marvellous act of condescension; but that
He should find a home in the heart of a
Gentile was incredible. God was pleased
to make known through Paul “the riches
of the glory of this mystery among the
Gentiles; which is CHRIST IN YOU,
the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27).”
“Master, where do you stay?” they
asked of old. But if we address the same
question to Him now, He will point,
not to the splendid structure of stone
or marble, but to the happy spirit that
1

loves, trusts, and obeys Him.
“Behold,” He says, “I stand at the door
and knock. If any man hears My voice,
and opens the door, I will come in to
him.” “We will come,” He said (John
14:23), “and make our abode with him.”
He promised to be within each believer as a tenant in a house; as sap in
the branch; as life-blood and life-energy
in each member, however feeble, of the
body.
1. THE MYSTERY
Christ is in the believer. He indwells
the heart by faith, as the sun indwells
the lowliest flowers that unfurl their
petals and bare their hearts to its beams.
Not because we are good. Not because
we are trying to be wholehearted in our
consecration. Not because we keep Him
by the tenacity of our love. But because we believe, and in believing, have
thrown open all the doors and windows
of our hearts. And He has come in.
He probably came in so quietly that we
failed to detect His entrance. There was
no footfall along the passage. The chime
of the golden bells at the foot of His
priestly robe did not betray Him. This
is the way of Christ. He does not strive,
nor cry, nor lift up or cause His voice
to be heard. His tread is so light that it
does not break bruised reeds, His breath
so soft that it can re-ignite dying sparks.
Don’t be surprised, therefore, if you
cannot tell the day or the hour when the
Son of Man came to dwell within you.
Only know that He has come in. “Or do
you not recognise this about yourselves,
that Jesus Christ is in you – unless
indeed you fail the test (2 Corinthians
13:5)?”
It is very wonderful. Yes, the heavens,
with all their light and glory, alone seem
worthy of Him. But He is not more at

home there than He is with the
humble and contrite spirit that
simply trusts in Him. In His
earthly life, He said that the
Father dwelt in Him so completely that the words He spoke
and the works He did were not
His own, but His Father’s. And
He desires to be in us as His
Father was in Him, so our lives
may be channels through which
He, hidden within, may pour
Himself forth upon men.
It is comparatively seldom that
we go into the deeper departments of our being. We are content to live the superficial life
of sense. We eat, we drink, we
sleep. We give ourselves to enjoy
the lust of the flesh, the lust of
the eyes, and the pride of life.
We fulfi l the desires of the flesh
and of the mind. Or we abandon ourselves
to the pursuit of knowledge and culture, of
science and art. But we have too slight an
acquaintance with the deeper and more mysterious chamber of the spirit. This is why the
majority of believers are so unaware of their
Divine and Wonderful Resident, who makes
the regenerated spirit His abode.
It is to be accepted by faith. Our constant
mistake about the things of God is that we
try to feel them. If we feel them, we believe
them; otherwise we take no account of them.
We reverse the Divine order. We say: feeling,
faith, fact. God says: fact, faith, feeling.
With Him feeling is of small account – He
only asks us to be willing to accept His own
Word, and to cling to it because He has spoken it, disregarding what we may feel.
I am distinctly told that Christ, though He
is on the throne in His ascended glory, is also
within me by the Holy Spirit. I confess I do
not always feel Him there.
Often amid the assault of temptation or the
fury of the storm that sweeps over me, I cannot detect His form or hear Him say, “It is I.”
But I dare to believe He is there; not without
but within; not as a transient sojourner for a
night, but as a perpetual inmate; not altered
by my changes from earnestness to lethargy,
from the summer of love to the winter of
despondency, but always and unchangeably
the same.
And I say again and again, “Jesus, You are
here. I am not worthy that You should abide
under my roof; but You have come. Assert
Yourself. Put down all rule, and authority,
and power. Come out of Your secret chamber, and possess all that is within me, that it
may bless Your holy name.”
Catherine of Siena at one time spent three
days in a solitary retreat, praying for a greater
fullness and joy of the Divine presence. Instead of this, it seemed as though legions of
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wicked spirits assailed her with blasphemous
thoughts and evil suggestions. At length, a
great light appeared to descend from above.
The devils fled, and the Lord Jesus conversed
with her.
Catherine asked Him: “Lord, where were
You when my heart was so tormented?”
“I was in your heart,” He answered.
“O Lord, You are everlasting truth,” she
replied, “and I humbly bow before Your
word; but how can I believe You were in my
heart when it was fi lled with such detestable
thoughts?”
“Did these thoughts give you pleasure or
pain?” He asked.
“An exceeding pain and sadness,” was her
reply.
To which the Lord said, “You were in woe
and sadness because I was in the midst of
your heart. It was my presence which rendered those thoughts unbearable to you.
When the period I had determined for the
duration of the combat had elapsed, I sent
forth the beams of My light, and the shades
of hell were dispelled, because they cannot
resist that light.”
2. THE GLORY OF THIS MYSTERY
When God’s secrets break open, they do so
in glory. The wealth of the root hidden in the
ground is revealed in the hues of orchid or
scent of rose. The hidden beauty of a beam of
light is unravelled in the sevenfold colour of
the rainbow.
And whenever the unseen world is revealed
to mortal eyes, it has been in glory. It was
especially so at the Transfiguration, when the
Lord’s nature broke from the strong restraint
within which He confined it and revealed
itself to the eye of man. His face did shine as
the sun, and His garments became white as
light.”
So when we accept the fact of His existence
within us, and make it one of the aims of our
life to draw on it and develop it, we shall be
conscious of a glory transfiguring our life
and irradiating ordinary things.
The wife of Jonathan Edwards had been
subject to great fluctuations in her Christian
walk and frequent depression, till she came
to the point of renouncing the world and
yielding herself up to be possessed by these
mighty truths. As soon as she had done this,
a marvellous change took place.
She began to experience a constant, uninterrupted rest; sweet peace and serenity of
soul; a continual rejoicing in all the works of
God’s hands; a wonderful access to God by
prayer, seeing Him and immediately conversing with Him; all tears wiped away; all
former troubles and sorrows of life forgotten,
excepting grief for past sins; a daily doing
and suffering everything for God, and doing
all with a continual uninterrupted cheerfulness, peace and joy.
Such glory is within reach of all who will
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dare day by day to reckon that Christ
lives within, and will be willing to die
to the energies and promptings of the
self-life so that there may be room for
the Christ-life to reveal itself. “I have
been crucified,” said the greatest human
teacher of this divine art, “Christ lives in
me; I live by faith in the Son of God.”
3. THE RICHES OF THE GLORY
OF THIS MYSTERY
When this mystery or secret of the
Divine life in man is apprehended and
made use of, it gives great wealth to life.
If all the treasures of wisdom, knowledge, power, and grace reside in Jesus,
and He has become the cherished and
honoured resident in us, it is clear that
we also must be greatly enriched. It is
like a poor man having a millionaire
friend come to live with him.
There are riches of patience. Life is not
easy to any of us. No branch escapes
the pruning-knife; no jewel the wheel;
no child the rod. People vex us almost
beyond endurance. Circumstances
strain us till the chords of our hearts
threaten to snap. Our nervous system is
overtaxed by the rush and competition
of our times. Indeed, we have need of
patience!
Never to relax the self-watch; never
to indulge in unkind or thoughtless
criticism of others; never to utter the
hasty word, or permit the sharp retort;
never to complain except to God; never
to permit hard and distrustful thoughts
to lodge within the soul; to be always
more thoughtful of others than self; to
detect the one blue spot in the clouded
sky; to be on the alert to find an excuse
for those who are awkward, to suffer
the aches and pains, the privations and
trials of life, sweetly, submissively, trustfully; to drink the bitter cup, with the
eye fi xed on the Father’s face, without
a murmur or complaint – this needs
patience, which mere stoicism could
never give.
And we cannot live such a life till
we have learnt to avail ourselves of the
riches of the indwelling Christ. The beloved Apostle speaks of being a partaker
of the patience which is in Jesus (Revelation 1:9). So may we be. That calm,
unmurmuring patience which made the
Lamb of God dumb before His shearers,
is ours.
Robert Hall was once overheard saying in the heat of an argument, “Calm
me, O Lamb of God!” But we may go
further and say, “Lord Jesus, let Your
patience arise in me, as a spring of fresh
water in a murky sea.”
There are riches of grace. He makes

all grace abound towards us, so that we
have a sufficiency for all emergencies,
and can abound in every good work. In
His strength, ever rising up within us,
we are able to do as much as those who
have the greatest mental and natural
gifts, and we escape the temptations to
vainglory and pride by which they are
beset.
The grace of purity and self-control,
of fervent prayer and understanding
in the Scriptures, of love for men and
zeal for God, of lowliness and meekness, of gentleness and goodness – all
is in Christ; and if Christ is in us, all
is ours also. Oh, that we would dare to
believe it, and draw on it, letting down
the pitcher of faith into the deep well of
Christ’s indwelling, opened within us by
the Holy Spirit!
If only we would meet every difficulty,
and trial, not saying,“I shall never be
able to go through it,” but saying, “I
cannot; but Christ is in me, and He
can.” We should then find that all trials
were intended to reveal and unfold the
wealth hidden within us, until Christ
was literally formed within us, and His
life manifested in our mortal body (2
Corinthians 4:10.)
(1) Be still each day for a short time, sitting before God in meditation, and ask
the Holy Spirit to reveal to you the truth
of Christ’s indwelling. Ask God to be
pleased to make known to you what is the
riches of the glory of this mystery (Colossians 1:2).
(2) Guard your body as the temple of the
indwelling Lord. Be very careful of anything that would deﬁle the body or soil the
soul. No beasts must herd in the temple
courts. Get Christ to drive them out. “Do
you not know that you are a temple of
God? The temple of God is holy, and so
are you.”
(3) Hate your own life. “If any man does
not hate his own life,” said our Lord,
“ he cannot be My disciple (Luke 4:2).”
And the word translated “ life” is soul,
the seat and centre of the self-life with its
restless energies and activities, its choices
and decisions, its ceaseless strivings at
independence and leadership. This is the
greatest hindrance to our enjoyment of the
indwelling Christ. If we will acquire the
habit of saying “No,” not only to our bad
but our good self; if we will daily deliver
ourselves up to death for Jesus’ sake; if
we will take up our cross and follow the
Master, though it be to His grave, we shall
become increasingly conscious of
being possessed by a
richer, deeper, Diviner life than our
own.
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The
assignment
has changed

by Holly Moody
OMETHING strange happened
to me recently.
I was contacted and invited to do
something publicly that ordinarily my
response to would have been a quick,
“No.” For the simple reason that it
would not have been something I
would have been comfortable doing
and in the past, was something I felt
the Lord had no desire for me to do.
This time, however, I felt a small
hesitation in my spirit. I prayed about
it and felt the Lord said to go ahead
and accept this invitation. So, I accepted the invitation, but in my heart
I was secretly hoping the whole thing
would fall through. Doing what I had
been invited to do would require that
I go beyond my physical abilities and
limitations (my deafness), as well as my
own reticence and not desiring to draw
attention to myself.
I continued to pray about this matter. I even set a fleece before the Lord.
I asked the Lord if this fleece wasn’t
met, to immediately shut down this
entire situation. And that is exactly
what occurred. I had just ventured
through this door, and God closed it. I
have to admit that I felt a great deal of
relief when God did close the door.
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Yet, afterwards, as I was praying
about this situation; I had to wonder
why it had appeared that this invitation was something the Lord had
asked me to accept; only to have the
door closed at the very moment of the
invitation being performed.
Immediately, the Spirit spoke to
me and said, “The assignment has
changed!”
“What assignment, Lord?” I asked.
“There are many of My Children,”
the Lord replied, “whom I have
brought to a sudden and abrupt halt
in what they have been doing for Me.
And now, they are bewildered and
unsure of what I am asking them to
do for Me today. They sense that a
change has occurred and are seeking
how to implement this change in their
lives and in their ministries. What I
asked them to do yesterday is no longer
what I am asking them to do for the
Kingdom today. I have changed their
assignment (1 Samuel 16:1).”
“What is the new assignment, Lord?”
I asked the Lord.
“The new assignment is one of forgiveness and of restoration,” the Lord
replied (Jeremiah 1:10).
“Those things which before I laid on
the hearts of many of My servants to

perform,” the Lord continued, “to root
out sin, to pull down and to destroy
that which was not of Me, is no longer
what I am requiring of them to do.
“I am now requiring from them to
build anew according to My will that
which was torn down. I am requiring
them to plant anew in ground that has
been broken-up and uprooted.
“This is a time of ingathering. The
assignment now is to bring back those
whom have been wandering and have
been alienated and isolated from the
rest of the flock; to heal those in need
of healing; to bind up the broken; to
break the bands of those whom have
been oppressed (Isaiah 56:8, Isaiah
58:6,7&12).”
“How will this assignment be accomplished, Lord?” I asked the Lord.
“By those who pray it forth,” the
Lord replied.
I then experienced a brief mini-vision. In this mini-vision, I saw individual people, as well as small groups
of people, praying. These people were
enclosed and were praying in rooms
that were lacking in beauty. These
rooms were hidden rooms, unknown
and unobserved by most eyes. The
people praying in these rooms were
also unknown and unobserved by
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most eyes.
When these people entered into
their prayer rooms, I noticed they
were enveloped in brown capes. Yet,
once they entered within their prayer
room and began to pray, their capes
would change into all the colours of
the rainbow. As I watched these people
praying in these seemingly insignificant rooms, I noticed a glow within
the room. I also saw that as the people
prayed, their countenances began to
shine (Exodus 34:30).
“Who are these people, Lord?” I
asked the Lord.
“They are My unseen warriors,” the
Lord replied. “They do battle through
prayers that no ears hear except My
ears. They seek not to be known of
man, but to be known of Me. What
they may accomplish in public for
My Name is secondary to what they
accomplish in private through their
prayers unto Me. This is their assignment which they have gladly received
from My hand. They have relinquished
any desire to be known or to be praised
by others for what they do for Me. To
be prepared for this assignment, I took
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them through times of intense suffering and trials. This was to bring them
fully to a place of brokenness and of
crucifying their flesh and fleshly desires. They were bruised by the things
they endured, yet they remained faithful (Isaiah 42:3).
“For others, their assignment from
Me will be different,” the Lord continued. “Their assignment will require
them to be seen of men; yet, they will
remain humble and without pride
while doing My will. They will not be
seeking to be known, but to have My
will become known.
“At times, their words will not be
accepted or understood. Their motives
will be questioned because for some, it
will be as if they have done a complete
turn-around. I have given them the
assignment of turning hearts. Their
assignment is to bring together those
who have been divided; to bring peace
where there has been turmoil; to bring
reconciliation where there has been
enmity; to bring wholeness to what has
been broken; to bring healing to where
there has been sickness (Malachi 4:6).
“The new assignments will not come
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without resistance,” the Lord said to
me. “The enemy will not easily allow
those who have been divided in times
past to become reunited without his
trying to keep the wedges in place. It is
the enemy’s desire to keep My children
separated one from another: separated
by misunderstandings; separated by
wrongs which have been committed.
The enemy will seek to keep alive disunity and discord and unforgiveness.
“The plans of the enemy will be overcome through the private prayers of
those whom I have shown unto you. I
am asking those to whom I am assigning to be My private prayer warriors,
to seek their hearts to see if they are
able to allow themselves to be unseen,
unknown, unheralded in order to do
My will (Matthew 6:6).
“Yes, child,” the Lord said to me, “the
assignment has changed. Both those
who will be seen and those who will not
be seen will be working for the same
purpose and goal. They are both needed.
They have both been prepared for their
new assignment. Let them be filled with
My Spirit and arise and go and do what I
have assigned them to do!”

HESE are the 22 questions the members of John Wesley’s
Holy Club asked themselves each day in their private devotions over 200 years ago:
Am I consciously or unconsciously creating the impression that I am
better than I really am? In other words, am I a hypocrite?
Am I honest in all my acts and words, or do I exaggerate?
Do I confidentially pass on to another what was told to me in confidence?
Can I be trusted?
Am I a slave to dress, friends, work or habits?
Am I self-conscious, self-pitying, or self-justifying?
Did the Bible live in me today?
Do I give it time to speak to me every day?
Am I enjoying prayer?
When did I last speak to someone else of my faith?
Do I pray about the money I spend?
Do I get to bed on time and get up on time?
Do I disobey God in anything?
Do I insist upon doing something about which my conscience is uneasy?
Am I defeated in any part of my life?
Am I jealous, impure, critical, irritable, touchy or distrustful?
How do I spend my spare time?
Am I proud?
Do I thank God that I am not as other people, especially as the Pharisee who despised the publican?
Is there anyone whom I fear, dislike, disown, criticise, hold a resentment toward or disregard? If so, what am I doing about it?
Do I grumble or complain constantly?
Is Christ real to me?
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Our God is
a consuming

fire

by Zac Poonen
HERE are only TWO categories of people before God – not
those who do right and those who
do wrong, but those who are HUMBLE and those who are PROUD,
or in other words, those who follow
Jesus in His humility and those who
follow satan in his pride.
It is the pride in our hearts that God
is constantly seeking to burn up with
His consuming fire, first of all. It is the
proud, haughty ones whom He seeks
to remove from Zion. The Lord says,
“I will remove from your midst your
proud, exulting ones, and you will
never again be haughty on my holy
mountain (Zephaniah 3:11).” And then
the church will be left with “a humble
and lowly people (Zephaniah 3:12).”
This is the church that will triumph
over satan.
In the final day, we will find many
people who did right being rejected
by God because they were proud. And
amazingly, we will also discover then
that some people who made serious
mistakes in their lives are still accepted
by God, because they were humble and
sincere. Consider how God rejected
some who committed what we would
call “a small sin” and how He accepted
and blessed some who committed
what we would call “a great sin.”
Take first the case of King Saul. He
committed what we would call “a
small sin:” Instead of killing ALL the
sheep of Amalek, as God had told him
to, he killed only the bad sheep and
kept the good sheep to offer to God as
a sacrifice.
Would you have condemned Saul for
such a mistake? Perhaps not. But God
did punish him – and severely! He
took away the kingdom from Saul.
On the other hand, consider what
King David did. He committed adultery with a man’s wife when the man
was out of town (fighting in David’s
own army). And then to cover up his
sin, David had the man killed on the
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battlefield and married the woman.
What would you do with such a man
as David? You would perhaps send
David to hell immediately? But God
didn’t do that. His ways are not our
ways. God’s ways cannot be understood by our human reason. We divide
people according to whether they do
right or wrong. But God divides them
according to whether they are proud
(and insincere) or humble (and sincere).
And so God accepted David, after
punishing him for his sin. God even
refers to David as a man after His own

heart, who served his generation in the
will of God (Acts 13:22&36). David’s
end was not like Saul’s, just because he
was humble.
In observing Christians and Christian leaders who have fallen, I have
noticed a difference. God allows some
to get exposed but not others. Some
whose crimes are very small (in man’s
eyes) are exposed and humiliated
before everyone. While others (who
I happen to know confidentially have
committed far greater sins), do NOT
get exposed at all! And not only does
God cover up their failures, He even
Prepare the Way

blesses them and uses them greatly!
All this appears unfair to us. But
it is not. Why does God do things
like that? Because He is NOT Pharisaical, like most religious people are!
He divides people into “Humble”
and “Proud” categories and not into
“Those who did right” and “Those who
did wrong” categories.
This is what gives great hope and
encouragement to all of us. If God had
divided people up as men divide them,
then we would have to live in constant
fear lest we accidentally end up in
the wrong group – for all of us make
mistakes and do wrong things, at least
accidentally, if not deliberately.
Men usually come down hard on us,
when we do even one wrong thing.
But thank God, we don’t have to deal
with unmerciful men. We have to deal
only with God our merciful Creator
(Hebrews 4:13).
If we live in humility and brokenness
before God always, never esteeming
ourselves as better than anyone else,
but always recognising ourselves as
the chief of sinners; if we never seek
to lord it over others and never seek
to grab anything on earth (not even
a ministry); if we are willing to walk
“the second mile;” and if we are ready
to forgive those who have done us the
greatest wrong, then God will cover up
our failures and continue to bless us,
no matter what men think about us or
do to us.
1 Peter 2:18&19 tells servants to be
submissive even to unreasonable masters. As long as we live in this world,
we will all encounter people who are
unreasonable. If we can live only with
reasonable people, then we are unfit to
be the disciples of Jesus. It is through
unreasonable people that God consumes away our pride. And when we
deal with unreasonable people, and
we suffer at their hands, God will be
happy with us, if we humble ourselves
and endure our suffering patiently,
because that is how Jesus suffered, too.
You get no credit for being patient,
when you suffer for having done
something wrong. You get ZERO for
that! Why should you get any marks
from God for that? But if you do what
is right and suffer for it – whether in
the office or in the church or anywhere
– and bear that patiently, God is wellpleased with you (1 Peter 2:20).
“Well-pleased” is such a wonderful
phrase! That was the term God used
when He spoke about Jesus, saying,
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“This is My beloved Son in Whom I
am well-pleased.” Humility has tremendous value before God. It says in 1
Peter 3:4 that a meek and gentle spirit
is extremely precious to God – whether found in a woman or in a man.
Jesus Himself had a humble and
gentle heart and told us to learn these
virtues from Him (Matthew 11:28). A
gentle and a quiet spirit is one that is
not agitated or in unrest. Some washing machines have what is called an
“agitator.” It turns one way and then
the other way – perpetually. It is never
at rest, it is always “agitating!”
In the hearts of all who are born of
Adam, too, there is an “agitator.” If
anyone rubs them the wrong way, the
agitator starts “agitating.” But those
who are humble and gentle in spirit
have got rid of this agitator. They are
not offended or hurt, when anyone
says or does something to them, or
when they don’t say or do something
that was expected of them. They have
put their “agitator” on the cross.
Peter says that the beauty of a gentle
and a quiet spirit is “imperishable!”

This is the secret of eternal beauty.
The world is full of women nowadays
who are wanting to look younger.
But what is the beauty that is really
imperishable? It is a gentle and a quiet
spirit. And this is for men, too! This is
what will make you really precious to
God – if you have a gentle, quiet spirit
that is not agitated or offended, that
doesn’t get into bad moods, that is not
grumpy or angry.
You need never lose control of yourself at any time either, for the fruit of
the Spirit is self-control. Let the world
be full of people who have “agitators,”
but that’s not for us any longer. Praise
the Lord, we can get rid of our agitators permanently.
God is a consuming fire who is
determined to consume every bit of
pride from every corner of our hearts
– if we will let Him. He will arrange
people and circumstances in such a
way that every particle of pride is totally consumed. Let us co-operate then
with Him and allow the Spirit to do
a perfect work within us. He who has
ears to hear let him hear.

Do you have to grow a beard?

“The words are fire in my belly, a burning in my bones. I’m worn out trying to hold it in. I can’t do
it any longer (Jeremiah 20:9)!”
OES “being prophetic” mean growing a beard (even if you’re a woman)
and spouting King James phrases in a deep voice (“Thus saith the Lord
of hosts, verily...”)? Is it the spiritual gift of pointing out people’s faults?
Do you have to be generally a bit, well, weird?
Certainly, prophets in the Bible weren’t what you’d call conventional (unless
you’d call smashing pottery in public places and going around naked for three
years conventional).
Hosea symbolically married a prostitute. Jeremiah and John the Baptist didn’t
marry at all.
But we completely miss the point if we think that “being prophetic” equals
“being eccentric.” These men weren’t odd – they were consumed with passion.
Passion that sometimes led them to do dramatic things in order to communicate
God’s heart.
That’s what really being prophetic is all about. Caring – really caring, from deep
down, from your guts – about the things God cares about. About justice and
truth. About His Son having a glorious church that’s worthy of Him.
Prophetic people will do the things that Jesus said, and challenge others by how
they live: sometimes they won’t even have to open their mouths. You’ll find them
sharing everything with their brothers and sisters in community. You’ll find them laying down their lives (for real, not
just talk) in lifelong pledges of loyalty. They’ll be alongside
the poor, spending their lives.
They’ll earn the right to challenge others to more commitment and reality, not by the amount of facial hair
they have, but by authentic lives, filled with passion for
the cause of Jesus.
It’s scary being prophetic. But you don’t have to grow
a beard.
From: www.jesus.org.uk
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Evan Roberts

Anchored

within

the veil

by John Gardiner
OR the past hundred years,
one of the great enigmas of the
Christian world has been a man
called Evan Roberts.
Used as God’s primary instrument in
the great Welsh revival of 1904, which
saw 100 000 souls coming to Christ
in just nine months, he blazed a bright
and incomparable path into the annuls
of revival history. “Wherever he went,
hearts were set aflame with the Love of
God!”
The nation of Wales was dramatically
changed, and the revival spread to
many other parts of the world. Then,
seemingly, great calamity struck when,
after a series of physical and “nervous”
breakdowns, Roberts was confined to
spending the rest of his life in obscurity.
All the books and articles I’ve read
about Evan Roberts paint a gloomy
picture of this poor, broken, useless
man who had been used spectacularly
by God for a few short months but had
then had a blow out, from which he
was never to recover.
The opinionated Roberts Liardon,
author of God’s Generals, refers to
Evan Roberts as “the saddest study I
have conducted” and dismissed him
as a victim of “inexperience, limited
revelation and demonic control.”
But what really happened to Evan
Roberts?
In 1906, after his emotional collapses,
Roberts was taken to Woodlands, the
estate of Jessie Penn-Lewis to recuperate. There was great anger and disappointment among the converts of the
revival and Roberts’ complete silence
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fuelled many a wild rumour.
Penn-Lewis and Roberts published
a magazine called The Overcomer for
seven years. Then, even though the
magazine was successful and was being posted all over the world, it was
dramatically closed down in obedience
to a word from the Lord.
A few months ago, I came across
transcripts from the final issue of this
magazine, published in December,
1914. One of the articles, entitled “The
Prayer Ministry of Evan Roberts,” provides a fascinating insight into what
was really happening in the life of this
“poor” recluse:
“Evan Roberts heard the ‘call’ to
prayer in the autumn of 1904, but
when the unexpected happened, and
he found himself on a tide carrying
him into public ministry, the call to
prayer for the time being sunk into
abeyance.”
So, even before the revival, Evan Roberts had heard God’s call to be first

and foremost a man of prayer but then,
in a sense, something called the Welsh
revival interrupted that call!
“The call to prayer came back suddenly one day in the spring of 1907.
He had been praying for two hours or
more, and when the ‘time of prayer’
was over, a ‘drawing’ to prayer came
again, and he said to himself, ‘If I obey
this call, I shall be always praying.’
“He followed the draw to prayer
– and he discovered a spring opened
in his spirit out of which came a prayer
‘stream’ full of unction – just as other
Spirit-taught believers find God opens
the Word to them for the ministry of
teaching or preaching.
“He felt God calling him to stand in
the gap on behalf of the church. The
demon-hosts of hell had swept upon
the Church awakened in the revival,
and truly there was ‘no man’ who
clearly realised the danger, and (was
willing) to ‘stand in the gap’ before the
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Lord, with hands uplifted like Moses
against the unseen foes whilst Israel
battled in the plain. ‘Truth’ was failing
through the lying spirits counterfeiting
every truth of God, and there was ‘no
intercessor,’ for there were none who
saw deeply into the depths of the realm
of counterfeit, and the basic causes of
giving ground to the deceiver in this
new peril to the Church.
“‘If I do not turn it into prayer I
may lose it,’ he would say, and so he
guarded against what he called ‘leakage,’ in prayer, by allowing any thought
in the mind, or burden, or pressure on
the spirit, to escape his stewardship of
prayer.
“By giving himself to co-working
with the Holy Spirit, gradually his
whole being was shut up in the service
of prayer. It took his whole time. It
became the one ‘engagement,’ and the one claim of
his life. He was living in another world, occupied with
service in the unseen realm,
and therefore he could only
have his spirit and mind free
for outer things when God
released him from this service of prayer, by his having
nothing else left to pray for.
“This prayer-work lasted,
without intermission, for
seven years, for even at night
he fell asleep praying, and
awoke in the morning with
his spirit and mind alert for
dealing with God.
“In deep spiritual isolation
the work was done, with a
crucifixion of the personal
life that few could endure, or
understand. Alone and misjudged, his work not understood, the
faithful intercessor ploughed on. Will
power alone would not have enabled
this prayer-labourer to hold on year
after year, with all outer things, both
painful and pleasant, made subservient
to the call
“Others saw and bore witness to the
Divine source of his prayers. No human mind could have conceived them,
for they were Divinely inspired, as if
his spirit was in constant communion
with God, catching His mind concerning men and things, long before
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they reached the outer world.
“The outstanding characteristic
which overshadows all others in Evan
Roberts, is his manifest anchor within
the veil – the inevitable result of a life
of perpetual prayer.
“’Prayer,’ he says, ‘is a definite transaction with God’ – a committal to
Him of everything as it arises; and
once committed, or ‘prayed over,’ that
thing, whether it be work of demons
or sin of men, untoward circumstances, or personal trouble, is transferred
to God to deal with according to His
will.
“And from that moment of ‘committal’ the believer who really commits,
has no further care. Faith – true living
faith – rests on God’s faithfulness.
Faith, anchored in God, holds steady,
and compels the things seen to give

way to the things eternal.
“Let any believer live like this for
years, and there will come upon him,
too, the stamp of the eternal; impetuosity of speech and action will subside;
the fever of haste in manner and gait
will pass away. The ‘anchor’ will hold
even when the nations are shaken,
and no spot of peace on earth can be
found.”
So we have the world’s perspective
of Evan Roberts: what a waste, what
a tragedy that this great man of God
broke down and couldn’t be used any

more – an absolute write-off! And we
have what is, I believe, heaven’s perspective: a man “anchored within the
veil,” locked up with God for at least
eight years, and who knows how many
more after that.
Someone asked him years later,
“What have you been doing all these
years?” Evan Roberts answered, “I have
been praying the prayer of the kingdom.”
Did Evan Roberts lose his anointing to preach? No. Perhaps, he simply
chose to listen to a higher call of God.
Evidence of this lingering anointing
was seen in 1928 at his father’s funeral.
People were doing all the normal
eulogies when Evan stood to his feet
and broke in with two short sentences:
“This is not a death but a resurrection.
Let us bear witness to this truth!”
One of the people at
the funeral said: “Something like electricity went
through us. One felt that if
he had gone on there would
have been revival then and
there.”
I wonder what it was
about Evan Roberts that
brought heaven greater
joy? Nine months of Welsh
revival? Or years anchored
alone within the veil with
God, while the world
outside gossiped and maligned and got angry and
misjudged him and never
forgave him? And he, never
trying to justify or explain
or defend.
A great somebody, willing
to become a nobody.
What is our measure
of the things we do for God, what is
our perspective – heaven’s or earth’s?
Equally importantly, what is our measure of the things others do for God
– the heavenly measure or the earthly
measure?
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The comfort &
the chastening

by Helen Gardiner
“‘My son, do not despise the chastening of
the Lord; nor be discouraged when you are
rebuked by Him; for whom the Lord loves He
chastens, and scourges every son whom He
receives.’
“If you endure chastening, God deals with
you as with sons; for what son is there whom
a father does not chasten? But if you are
without chastening, of which all have become
partakers, then you are illegitimate and not
sons… but He (chastens us) for our profit,
that we may be partakers of His holiness.
Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the
present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward
it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to
those who have been trained by it… Therefore
strengthen the hands that hang down (Hebrews 12:5,6,10,11&12a).”
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and the
God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our
tribulation, that we may be able to comfort
those who are in any trouble, with the comfort
with which we ourselves are comforted by God
(2 Corinthians 1:3&4).”
HESE two passages describe
well the dichotomy of our Abba
Father and Almighty Father God.
As we come to know Him more, and
move into greater maturity and intimacy with God, through Jesus Christ
and the Holy Spirit, we find that the
Lord is ever alternately comforting us
and chastening us.
He loves us and wants to comfort us
in our tribulation, but like a diligent
and perfectly loving Heavenly Father,
He seeks to discipline us when He
needs to do so. Both of these actions
and responses of our Father are motivated by His love for us. We often find
that blessing and comfort are tempered
by tribulation and chastening. In this
way the Lord tries to keep us humble,
but not to break or hurt and harm His
“little ones.”
Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, was
perfected by suffering (Hebrews 2:10 ),
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and even though He had and has His
own identity, apart from the Father,
Jesus reflected His Father’s heart. We
evidence that in Luke 10:17-20. This
is where the 70 disciples return with
great joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in Your name.”
He shares their joy, but cautions
them not to get too buoyed up by the
miraculous, but rather to rejoice that
their names are written in heaven.
Jesus also says in this passage, “I saw
Satan fall like lightening from heaven.”
Yes, He was pleased that the devil had
been overthrown by the disciple’s acts
and prayers, but He was also reminding them that Satan himself had fallen
like lightening because of pride. They
needed to guard against pride. So for
that very reason we will find the Lord
tempering our walk.
In the book of Acts we find Paul and
others were being hailed as gods “come
down to us in the likeness of men”,

and then, immediately afterwards they
were being stoned by the Jews (read the
account in Acts 14:8-20).
Jesus Christ Himself set the example… one moment He was being hailed
by “a very great multitude” who spread
their clothes on the road; cut down
branches and spread them also on
the road and hailed the King sitting
on a donkey, with the cry, “Hosanna
to the Son of David! Blessed is He
who comes in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest (see Matthew
21)!”
Some six chapters later Jesus Christ
died on the cross.
So, dear ones, we will probably always
be experiencing His comfort and
strengthening and also His admonition or chastening, alternately. Actually, though, I long for a day when He
no longer has to chasten us, because
we have been transformed into total
imitators of God.
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eternal

blood of

Jesus
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OST of us are aware that there
is power in the blood of Jesus,
but sometimes we can think it is just
a charismatic or pentecostal term.
We found recently a booklet, written by well-known evangelist Reinhard Bonnke. The book is called
The Secret of the Power of the Blood
of Jesus, published by Christ For All
Nations in 1990. The following is an
extract, which we think will be helpful to our readers, from the chapter
entitled The Mark of the Blood:
Internal, External, Eternal:
I can explain now one of the most
thrilling, often overlooked truths
about the blood of Jesus. It marks
those who trust in Jesus Christ, and
distinguishes them from everybody
else.
1. The first mark is internal, inner
cleansing. When a sinner calls on the
Name of the Lord to be saved, and
takes Jesus Christ personally as His
Saviour, the blood of Jesus does a deep
and thorough work. We are clean in
soul and mind, conscious, subconscious or unconscious. Every evil image
is thrown down. No more nightmares
Prepare the Way

about hell and judgement, but Divine
“visions and dreams.” It is wonderful
to dream about Jesus.
Our past has gone and God remembers it no more. There’s no need to
keep digging it up and asking again for
forgiveness. God never recalls it. This,
however, does not mean that we are
already spiritually perfected Christians. As we feed on the Word of God
we will be led by the Holy Spirit from
dimension to dimension.
2. The next mark is external. I
can explain it in the Bible way, foreshadowed in the Old Testament and
fulfilled in the New Testament.
“Moses slaughtered the ram and took
some of its blood and put it on the lobe
of Aaron’s right ear, on the thumb of
his right hand and on the big toe of his
right foot (Leviticus 8:23).”
This is the New Testament fulfilment. After Jesus has cleansed us inwardly from all our sins by His blood,
an outward mark is impressed upon
us. Just as there was one drop of blood
upon the right ear, on the thumb
and on the big toe, so the born-again
believer is blood-marked.
Of course this is not a sign in our
physical body, but it is one which
heaven and hell can discern. Satan sees
it. When God’s people walk through
the streets the demons can spot them.
We human beings look after our
property and protect it. Be absolutely
sure, God looks after His property

also. We cost God too much for Him
to neglect and lose us. “We are bought
with a price, even the precious blood of
Jesus.” As long as we follow Him He
will save and keep us.
“He who dwells in the shelter of the
Most High will rest in the shadow of
the Almighty (Psalm 91:1).”
“They overcame him by the blood of
the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so
much as to shrink from death (Revelation 12:11).”
Another appropriate Scripture: “‘No
weapon forged against you will prevail,
and you will refute every tongue that
accuses you. This is the heritage of the
servants of the Lord, and this is their
vindication from me,’ declares the
Lord (Isaiah 54:17).”
Also: “Like a sparrow in its flitting,
like a swallow in its flying, a curse that
is causeless does not alight (Proverbs
26:2).”
Reinhard Bonnke lives with this
assurance – I am marked by the blood
of Jesus, and nobody can pluck me
from His hand. Satan cannot kidnap
my soul. It is hidden with Christ in
God, which is a safe in a strong-room,
and bears the seal-mark of the blood
(Colossians 3:3).
3. The mark is eternal. The blood
mark stays there. It does not rub off. It
outlasts time. We need to appreciate
our salvation, though, and keep on following Jesus. The blood of Jesus is no
license to sin. But God has given us an
everlasting salvation, and we are His
forever, not just when we feel well. All
heaven will be filled with the bloodmarked saints and not one in Hell
– not even accidentally.
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The twenty first time
Monk and Neagle

“Big” sounds are nothing
new but in a time when it’s
so easy to fill a song up with
all the sonic space fillers
you can find it’s rare to find
artists who make it on justa
couple of guitars and sweet
vocal blends. Monk and
Neagle are an unexpected
treat,
making
music that
will have
even those
who don’t
normally listen to adult
contemporary music enjoying it. It could be described
as cheerful fluff, not really
getting into deep theology
or emotions but keeping
it as simple expressions of
praise (Hallelujah Jesus) or
family based songs (What
soldiers do). The title track
talks about us speaking to
those around us about God
and not ignoring them “for
the twenty-first time” and
there’s no ambiguity as to
where their heart is in terms
of serving God.
The vocals and guitars are
always perfectly blended
and this stripped down
sound means you could imagine them sitting in your

living room with their guitars and sounding exactly
the same as on the CD. It
might be light listening but
it is definitely some of the
best I’ve ever heard.
Example Lyrics:
Lover of my heart
God who came to save
Thank You for the cross
And the life You gave
Wonderful, powerful
Jesus is Your name
(Hallelujah Jesus)
Previous albums: Monk
and Neagle
Similar Artists: Shane and
Shane, Bebo Norman, Chris
Rice

We Shine
Fee

This CD opens with a song
that sounded familiar, and
then I remembered that
it’s on the latest Casting
Crowns CD. So I figured
that Fee, as a new band,
were doing a cover of the
Casting Crowns song until
I saw in the liner notes that
in fact it was Fee who wrote
the song. A strange way to
start a CD write-up, perhaps, but the point is to
show how respected Fee’s
song-writing talents are,
despite them being in the
background for a lot of their

The Ma es tro’s Touch

career thus far.
They have been very
involved with the Passion
Worship conferences since
the beginning and released
a few independent albums
prior to this and yet this
is probably the first most
people will
be hearing
of them
– which is
surprising
when you
listen to
the music and the popularity of worship bands like
Hillsongs United and Passion.
They put their songs to a
modern stadium sound that
will appeal to the youth
while still being bold in
their expressions of worship.
Most of their songs are self
penned but they do a carbon
copy of Tim Hughes’ Happy
Day, presumably for the
benefit of American audiences who don’t have much
exposure to his music.
Fee may have been underground for the last few
years but they show they
definitely deserve to be at
the forefront of the current
worship movement.
Example Lyrics:
We are the redeemed
We are the ones who are free

And we belong to Jesus
We are now alive
And in this world we will
shine
Cause we belong to Jesus
(We Shine)
Previous Albums by Fee:
Burn for you, Sacred Space
Similar Artists: The Passion CDs, Hillsongs United, Sonicflood

Questions God Asks
Us
Trevor Hudson

As Christians, most of us
have questions we ask God.
In this book Trevor Hudson
draws our
attention to
the questions
God asks
us. Such as:
Where are
you? Where is
your brother?
What are you
doing here? Who do you say I
am? Do you want to be well?
Why are you crying? Do you
understand what I have done
for you?
Each chapter has practical
suggestions on answering
God’s questions, as well as
questions for study groups.
The book is also very attractively presented with full
colour pictures, making it
a perfect gift for those with
lots of questions for God!
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‘No missionary
work’ during
Beijing Olympics

by Christopher Bodeen, Associated Press

The son of American evangelist Billy Graham has said
he is opposed to missionary work at this summer’s
Beijing Olympic Games.
Franklin Graham, also an
evangelist, was speaking to
reporters during a visit to
Beijing for meetings with
the Communist Party-controlled Protestant church
movement. He said he wanted to encourage authorities
to resolve conflicts with the
church, but would not criticise policies that critics say
limit the church’s independence and religious rights.
While some Christian
groups have said they plan
to proselytise during the
August games, Graham said
he was against that because
Chinese law does not permit such actions. “I would
not support any illegal
activity at all,” Graham said.

Seven Chinese House
Church Leaders
Detained
From China Aid

China has been intensifying its campaign against the
House Church Christians

recently. CAA learned that
on the morning of May 8,
three house church leaders
in Shandong province were
detained while organising
a Bible study group. One
pastor from Taiwan was expelled from China immediately. He will not be allowed
to come back to China for
five years.
Meanwhile,
four other
church leaders from the
same province have been detained since the beginning
of May. One pastor from
Jilin province was beaten up
on May 4 for his independent church activities.

Parents losing
custody for
homeschooling kids
by Bob Unruh, WorldNetDaily

A German couple already
being threatened with jail
time because
they have
been homeschooling
their children say their nation has
taken a turn for the worse,
with a new federal law that
gives family courts the
authority to take custody of
children “as soon as there is
a suspicion of child abuse,”
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which is how that nation’s
courts have defined homeschooling.
“The new law is seen as
a logical step in carving
up family rights after a
federal court had decided
that homeschooling was
an abuse of custody,” said a
letter from Jurgen Dudek to
officials with the U.S.-based
Home School Legal Defense
Association, an international advocacy organisation in
support of homeschooling.
Bangladesh: pastor’s
13-year-old daughter
gang-raped
From Compass Direct News

Muslim villagers in Mymensingh district eager to
rid the area of the Christian
work of a
local pastor
have gangraped his
13-year-old
daughter, the girl’s father
said.
Pastor Motilal Das of
United Bethany Church
said that at around 3 am on
Friday, May 2 the villagers sexually assaulted his
daughter, Elina Das, and left
her unconscious in front of
his house in an attempt to
drive him and his Christian
ministry out of Laksmipur
village in Fulbaria sub-district, 120 kilometres north
of the capital.
Local residents have long
been angry with him for his
ministry and evangelism,
he said, and he has received
death threats.
“I did not pay attention to
any of the threats or hindrances – I continued evangelical and pastoral activities with prayer,” Das told
Compass. “When nothing
stopped me, then they
wanted to leave me scarred
for life, so that I would be

upset and not be able to
show my face to the society
for shame, and therefore I
would leave the village.”
Das, who became the first
Christian in the area in
1986 and has been key in
an increase to more than
250 Christians and the
emergence of 12 churches,
said the brutal attack was
pre-planned and calculated
to stop further expansion
of Christianity in northern
Bangladesh.
Christians urged to stand
by Israel
from Associated Press

As Israel celebrated its
60th birthday, Rev. John
Hagee said the Jewish state
“has never been in greater
danger.”
Hagee,
who heads
Christians
United for
Israel, urged
his fellow Christian Zionists to attend the organisation’s Israel Summit in
Washington this July.
Christians have a biblical
mandate, said Hagee, to
support the Jewish people
and modern Israel, whose
rebirth in 1948 he considers a fulfilment of biblical
prophecy. “We need, as
Christians, to fulfil Isaiah
62, which says ‘for Zion’s
sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake
I will not remain quiet,’”
Hagee explains.

Prepare the Way days
There will be two more
Prepare the Way days this
year – on August 3 and
November 23. Peter Pollock
will be preaching at both
events and you are invited to
make a day of it and stay for
a (free!) braai and fellowship
afterwards. For more details,
please phone (033) 3307 135.
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The Royal invitation
by Frances Ridley Havergal
“Come unto Me (Matthew 11:28).”
HIS is the Royal Invitation. For it is
given by the King of kings. We are so
familiar with the words, that we fail to realise them. May the Holy Spirit open our
ear that we may hear the voice of our King
in them, and that they may reach our souls
with necessary power. Then, “they shall
know in that day that I am the One who is
speaking.”
“Lord, to whom shall we go?” Not “to what
shall we go.” For the human heart within us
craves a personal, living rest and refuge. No
doctrines, however true; no systems, however
perfect; nothing mental, moral, or spiritual,
will satisfy as the answer to this question
of every soul that is not absolutely dead in
trespasses and sins. As surely as you and I are
people, individuals, real separate existences,
so surely must we have a Person, no less real
and individual, to whom to go in our need of
salvation. And so the great word of Invitation, Royal and Divine, is given to us, “Come
unto ME!”
“Unto Me.” Just think what that one word
means! Seek out all the great and wonderful
titles of Christ for yourself, and write after
each one – “And He says, Come unto Me!”
Unto Me, “the mighty God,” nothing less
than that! “Mighty to save” and “ready to
save me.”
Then seek out all the exquisitely winning
beauties of the character and words and ways
of Him who went about doing good, till you
“have heard Him and observed Him” all
through those years of patient and perfect
ministry, and remember all the time that it is
He who says to you, “Come unto Me!” Unto
Him, the man Christ Jesus, full of compassion, and tender yet royal grace.

T



Then look at the great central scene of
the universe – the central moment not of a
world’s history only, but of eternity – look at
the Saviour, who His own self has borne our
sins in His own body on the tree, bowing
His bleeding head under that awful burden,
because His faithfulness was unto the death,
and His love was strong as death!
“Behold your God,” and “Behold the Man,”
who loved you and gave Himself for you;
hear His own touching call, “I said, Behold
Me, behold Me!” Look away from all the
“other things,” look at the Crucified One,
and, as you gaze, remember that He says,
“Come unto Me!”
Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by,
that both from the depth of sorrow and
from the height of glory this Royal Invitation comes to you?
For it is the call not only of Jesus Crucified, but of Jesus Reigning and Jesus Coming. “See that you do not refuse Him who
speaks,” for He is coming to judge the quick
and the dead. He is reigning now, and there
are no neutrals in His kingdom. All are
either willing and loyal subjects, or actual
rebels – those who have obeyed the King’s
call, and come, and those who have “made
light of it,” and not come.
Which are you?
Think of the day when the great white
throne is set, and when the Son of man shall
come in His glory; when all will be gathered
before Him, and He shall separate them one
from another, and know that it is “this same
Jesus” who now says to you, “Come unto
Me!”
Just as I am – without one plea,
But that Thy blood was shed for me,
And that Thou bidd’st me come to Thee,
O Lamb of God, I come!
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