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The second mile
“Whoever forces you to go one mile, go with him two (Matthew :).”
THE fi rst mile is the mile of obligation, of duty, of doing what must be done, 
of you will and you have to, and you’ d better, or else…

Th e fi rst mile is the religious and petty pacing out of every step, down to the 
very last inch, a fulfi lling of the law, perhaps occasionally even with a self-satis-
fi ed sigh of I’ve done my bit at the end of it all.

But it’s only the second mile that can lead you from the drudge of obligation 
into the joy of the spontaneous, from I have to to I choose to, from must I really? 
to please allow me to.

And the undiscovered truth is that you have people in your life right now 
who are only ever going to be reached and touched in the second mile. It’s only 
the second mile that will cause certain hard hearts to become soft . To cause 
them to stop what they’re busy with and say: Perhaps what you have does work; 
maybe, aft er all, this One you’ve spoken of so many times is Who He says He is!

Some of the doors that we’ve pounded away at in 
futile frustration are doors that are always 
going to stay shut in the fi rst mile, and 
it’s only, ever in the second mile 
that the key will be found.

How many miles will you go today? 
John Gardiner
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by Michael Edds

AMANDA Berry Smith 
was born as a slave in 

Maryland near Baltimore, 
USA in 1837. She was the 
oldest of 13 children. To 
save her from being sold 
away from her family, her 
father worked many long 
late hours to buy her free-
dom. 

Amanda’s life was marked 
by loss and tragedy. Her fi rst 
husband died during the Civil 
War, while serving in an Af-
rican American military unit. 
She lost her second husband 
and all of her children except 
one to death. To survive, 
Amanda worked long hours 
into the night washing and 
ironing clothes. 

She had a passion to truly 
know God. She locked herself 
in her basement and told 
those close to her to not open 
the door. She was determined 
to know God or die. She 
came out of that basement 
shouting, having received her 
heart’s desire.

Amanda had little education 
but God blessed her with an incredible 
singing voice and a powerfully anoint-
ed preaching ability. She became well 
known in camp meetings throughout 
America. Th ey called her “Th e Singing 
Pilgrim” and “God’s Image Carved in 
Ebony.” During her early 30s, Amanda 
began in preaching in New York City 
area, receiving inspiration at a local 
African Methodist Episcopal Church. 
She became a charter member of the 
Women’s Christian Temperance 
Union in 18�5, and was associated with 
the African American Women’s Clubs. 

Before 1880 she embarked on a 12-
year missionary trip through Europe, 
Asia, and Africa. Her faith was incred-
ible. She went to the port in New York 

with her bags packed to leave for Eng-
land as God had directed her. How-
ever, she had no money for the fare. 
As she stood there, a white Christian 
brother recognised her. He walked 
up to her and told her that God had 
directed him to give her something. 
He placed into her hands the exact 
amount needed for the passage to 
England! She had told no one but God 
of her need! 

She spent eight years in Liberia and 
West Africa, establishing churches and 
temperance societies. She awed the 
nobility and populace of Great Britain 
with her incredible singing and power-
ful preaching. In India, she stopped 
a vicious mob attack by Hindus on 

Christian missionaries by 
dropping to her knees in 
the midst of the riot and 
praying. Th e mob instantly 
became silent and left .

She moved to Chicago 
in the late 1890s. Amanda 
raised a large amount of 
funds to open one of the 
fi rst orphan homes for Af-
rican American children in 
America. During this time, 
Harvey, Illinois, was being 
developed and marketed by 
business friends of Dwight 
L. Moody as a community 
with high moral, religious, 
and temperance character. 
Smith purchased prop-
erty there in 1895, and her 
orphan’s home opened in 
Harvey in 1899. Her ability 
to raise the necessary fi nanc-
es permitted the school and 
home to operate without 
government funding. 

Amanda died in Florida in 
1915. Christian businessmen 
and leaders had her body 
transported by train back to 
Chicago. One of the largest 
gatherings for a funeral in 

Chicago history was when the masses 
gathered to meet the arrival of her 
body back to Chicago. She was buried 
in Harvey, Illinois.

What an incredible life she lived! She 
rose from slavery, poverty, rejection, 
loss, sorrow, hunger and loneliness to 
shake America, Great Britain, Liberia, 
and India for God. Th e great mantle 
of ministry that she carried was not 
buried with her. It was only placed on 
hold until a generation would be born 
that could relate to that mantle and 
pick it up. Th at generation now exists 
today. Th at mantle of ministry is about 
to be picked up and placed upon a 
chosen servant of God today to fi nish 
what Amanda started long ago!
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Author unknown 

YOU are not really my enemies 
at all... in reality you are some 

of the best friends I have. You who 
have lied about me, and about this 
ministry, who have tried to destroy 
people’s faith and confidence in me, 
who have spread false and damaging 
rumours about my life and teach-
ings... through your efforts there 
has been a work of grace wrought in 
this heart of mine that could never 
have happened without you. 

My friends have been many, and 
loyal, and faithful to stand with me 
in many hours of trial and need. 
They have been strength to my weak-
ness, added joy to my heart in time 
of sorrow, and have girded up my 
faith amidst raging doubts. They have 
brought me before the throne of grace 
innumerable times in their seasons of 
prayer. I could not have continued long 

in this spiritual conflict without these 
wonderful friends. 

But, believe me, I speak in sincerity 
and truth, there can be no perfection 
in the lives of God’s elect without the 
chastising work of a real enemy. For 
when a bitter, vicious person begins 
to do all they can to destroy me and 
my work for God, then there is a work 
done that brings out all the wrong and 
evil attitudes and spirits that lie hid-
den and deeply rooted in my heart. 

When a friend extols all my good vir-
tues and praises me from their heart of 
true friendship, I feel nothing but love 
for them. But, when I hear of an enemy 
who has unjustly brought shame upon 
me, there rises up a spirit of defending 
myself, and a spirit of “righteous indig-
nation” to refute the enemy. 

It is then that the precious Holy 
Spirit does His office work and reveals 
to me the wrongness of my own spirit. 

I see in me then, the things I did not 
know were there before. With repent-
ing and sorrow of heart I cry to God, 
and He delivers me from that which 
I have seen in my life. It was hidden, 
lying dormant, until you, my beloved 
enemy, brought it to light with your 
crucifying process. 

The prophets of old would never 
have had the glory of being stoned for 
the Word of God – and no martyr’s 
crowns could ever have been won by 
the early Christians without their real 
enemies. 

You see, I cannot crucify myself, and 
friends will not do it. So it takes you, 
my enemy, to bring me to the cross. 
And to the cross I must come, if ever I 
am to come to the glory of perfection. 
But I have much progress yet to make 
before coming to the image of my 
lovely Jesus. 

There is so much I must yet learn. 

A word to my 

enemies 
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And, my enemy, you are teaching me. 
I have learned that the road to glory 
is by way of the cross. Without you I 
would not have found the way. 

Someone had to crucify my Jesus. 
Not his friends, not his disciples, and 
He could not do it Himself. So satan 
and the princes of this world stirred 
up hatred in the hearts of His enemies, 
and the work was done. Had they 
known that they were bringing Him 
into His glory, and bringing about the 
salvation of lost mankind, they would 
not have done it. 

And I’m sure that if you knew the 
good your eff orts are working out in 
my life, you would not want to help me 
so much. But the work is being done, 
and I have learned to love you because 
of it. “Love your enemies,” He said, 
and I wondered how I could do it. But 
you have taught me. For because of 
you I have grown in God, increased in 
His Grace, and partaken of His divine 
nature. 

Also, because of you many have been 
turned away and refused to hear the 

truths imparted to this vessel. Th eir 
ears have been fi lled with lies, and no 
doubt have thought, “No good thing 
could possibly come from such a one.” 
But even here I have seen the hand of 
God. For those who have had ears to 
hear the voice of the Spirit have not 
believed the lies you have told them, 
and they have opened their hearts to 
the message for these last days. Th us, 
God has weeded out the chaff  from the 
wheat, and is in the process of separat-
ing His own unto Himself. All things 
are working together. 

So, my friends – for in reality I have 
no enemies in fl esh and blood – your 
work has been sharp and cutting, and 
many times I was hurt and wounded 
deeply. But out of these trying experi-
ences I have come forth a better Chris-
tian, and further on my way to being 
an overcomer. 

I doubt that you will receive any 
rewards for your lies and your eff orts 
to destroy me, for “Woe unto them 
through whom these off ences come.” 
But I want you to know that though 

your loss may be great in the Day of 
Judgement, I love you and appreciate 
the ministry you have had in perfect-
ing this life of mine. 

To all who read this: I trust you have 
understood that this word has not 
been applicable to me only, but should 
apply as well to all of God’s dear 
children. May the Spirit speak to your 
heart and open your eyes to this great 
truth – that without chastisement 
and the work of enemies we can never 
come into full sonship. 

And when we see how much our 
persecutions and affl  ictions mean to 
us in maturing our spirits and bring-
ing us into His image, then we can 
truly “Love our enemies,” and “bless 
those who curse us.” Praise God for 
His marvellous plan! And remember: 
all the enemy can destroy in the fi res 
of persecution is “hay, wood, stubble,” 
and all they will melt and bring into 
His image is the “gold, silver, precious 
stones.” So let’s be willing to burn 
what can burn, so those things which 
will not burn may stand forever! 
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by Peter Pollock

MOTIVATIONAL speaking 
is much in demand these 

days! For top sportsmen, successful 
business achievers or high profile 
personalities from any walk of life, 
it is very lucrative to get on the “mo-
tivational circuit.” Giving testimony 
on success, and sharing the object 
lessons on the how to get there and 
stay there, will always have a ready 
market and audience.

There are many, too, who have not 
really achieved but, because they are 
good communicators, have also man-
aged to jump on to this motivational 
bandwagon. People are suckers for 
flattery and just love speakers who are 
going to churn out the sort of encour-
aging stuff their ears want to hear! 

It’s all about the power of positive 
thinking and persuading people to 
take up a position of “positive denial” 
about anything faintly negative. Of 
course, this type of philosophy has also 
crept into the church, parading itself as 
faith. Certainly it seems nowadays that 
it’s all about whipping up enthusiasm 
and emotion and getting the combat-
ants all hyped up. 

The world of sport confirms the im-
portance of pep talks and motivation. 
Sport is a massive, highly visible arena 
with a huge audience, and the TV 
cameras help elaborate the glory and 
the glamour. It’s all about money and 
winning, and there is plenty of work 
and fancy pay for the motivational 
gurus. They give their spiels. Players 
respond. And it works! That’s for sure.

But, bearing all this in mind, we are 
rudely reminded of the great differ-
ence between the world and what Jesus 
Christ stands for, when we read Mat-

thew chapter 10 and compare modern 
motivation with the “pep talk” given 
by our Lord. In the modern context 
there is absolutely no doubt that Jesus 
would have been given a thumbs down 
for this motivational effort. This was 
tough stuff! It was straight-from-the-
shoulder truth that was more likely to 
chase them away than encourage them 
for the huge task ahead. 

Indeed, who, on this evidence, would 
be foolish enough to rush out and em-
ploy Jesus as coach or invite him to be 
the speaker at the next annual confer-
ence at Sun City? Not surprisingly the 
world’s presidents, politicians, business 
tycoons and sporting magnates do give 
Jesus, and what He stands for, a wide, 
wide berth. Let’s examine precisely 
why, and for the sake of up-dating 
many of the points into more modern 
jargon, I take the liberty of translations 
from Eugene Peterson’s The Message. 

Painting a rather 
gloomy picture!

Jesus had just picked his disciple-
ship team. He sat them down and 
painted a picture, a rather gloomy 
one! He pulled no punches. He told it 
as it was. No doubt most of us would 
have handled it differently. Maybe we 
would have prefixed our remarks with 
a “soft-soap” introduction, pointing 
out to the incumbents that this was a 
“worst case” scenario.

But Jesus didn’t do that. They were to 
be His apostles, His messengers. They 
were disciples who had, of their own 
volition, committed themselves to a 
life of discipline for the Gospel and the 
Kingdom. 

They were not hirelings. They were 
ambassadors. 

It was not a job, a programme, an 
institution or a good idea. It was a way 
of life. 

This calling was the greatest privilege 
and honour that could ever have been 
accorded these men. It was not a game. 
It was a battle. A matter of life and 
death! And it was not time for any-
thing but the solid truth.

First, Jesus told them that they had to 
start with their own at home. Interest-
ing! It was not some fancy overseas trip 
with a glamorous entourage but it was 
their own people who were confused, 
lost and deceived. And they needed 
to begin there. No doubt it is easier to 
focus on yonder problems and others’ 
sin and misbehavior and neglect to 
address the issues that God wants to 
highlight in our own lives and on our 
own doorsteps and backyards. Indeed, 
nothing has changed.

Then came the first mind-boggling 
challenge. Don’t worry about money, 
clothes or your provision. And don’t 
worry about what to say. Yes, you don’t 
need that fund-raiser and all that 
equipment. Just travel light and don’t 
get greedy. 

You don’t have to set up that sup-
port system. You don’t have to go to 
the seminary. The message is straight 
forward. The Kingdom of God is near. 
Go tell them. Don’t argue! Don’t 
debate! Don’t get your knickers in a 
knot! 

It never glorifies the Kingdom or the 
Gospel when the messengers are trying 
to convert people to their own way 
of thinking, culture, lifestyles or pet 

A divine
pep talk
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doctrines. That is usually when bitter-
ness, strife and personalities get in the 
way. Jesus just insisted that they “keep 
it simple stupid.” He assured them that 
anyone who listens and receives will 
be blessed and those who don’t want 
to hear the truth, well, that’s their 
problem. Dust your feet. Doff your 
hat. And move on!

My calling has been as an evangelist. 
In short, it is a gift of communication. 
In a nutshell I have, when I preach a 
message, �5 minutes of someone’s life 
and attention. In that short period of 
time I need to convey, in a language 
and a context that is easily understood, 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God; 
that He is the only Way of salvation; 
that you must get “born again” and 
ultimately that when Jesus comes 
into a life that life will never be the 
same again. It is simple! It needs to be 
preached straight and with no compro-
mise. It is about sin, repentance, the 
Cross, heaven and hell and the Second 
Coming. 

It needs to be 
conveyed with 

conviction & urgency
It is radical! It is fundamental! Eve-

rybody needs to be told that you just 
can’t afford to die without Jesus. That 
needs to be conveyed with conviction 
and urgency. The Spirit of God will 
supply the power behind the words. 
That is the promise of His anointing 
and His favour.

Jesus told the disciples that they 
needed to be shrewd, not naïve. There 
is constant, ever-present danger out 
there. The devil is like a roaring lion 
and we must not give him any “ledges” 
in our lives otherwise he can make 
things really difficult, even more un-
comfortable than normal. 

We need to avoid meddling in evil, 
however much we might have con-
vinced ourselves that we are in God’s 
will. Don’t dash in where angels fear 
to tread. So often in our foolhardy zeal 
we mistakenly get involved without 
God’s permission. There is a huge dif-
ference between doing what God calls 
us to and humanly following a task we 
have proudly determined to complete 
for God. 

Be on your guard against men, warns 
Jesus. Don’t fool yourself about the 
world. You are going to be like sheep 
running through a wolf pack, so don’t 
call attention to yourselves. Be as cun-
ning as a snake and as inoffensive as a 
dove. They will hate you. They will im-
pugn your motives, smear your reputa-
tion and look to trip you up wherever 
possible. You are not going to have it 
any easier than Me, promised Jesus. If 
the world acknowledges you and hon-
ours you, beware because something is 
definitely wrong!

Indeed. if we are truly representing 
Jesus, not just filling up with good 
works, we are not going to be popular. 
If they called Jesus the devil, then what 
are they going to call us? Certainly not 
heroes! 

We should not fear those who can 
kill the body. Jesus is clearly underlin-
ing that the death of the body isn’t the 
big issue we make it. But that is not so 
easy for human consumption or diges-
tion. That type of talk, suggesting mar-
tyrdom, is hardly something to keenly 
anticipate. Hardly motivational!

Declare Me before man. The promise 
is that if we speak out publicly, Jesus 
will confess us before the Father. But if 
we don’t, then He is not going to stand 
by us. “Stand up for me against world 
opinion and I will stand for you before 
my Father in heaven. If you turn tail 
and run don’t think I will cover for 
you,” says The Message. 

Now that is a huge challenge. The 
modern church is full of “secret 
agents,” so-called Christians who are 
absolutely petrified to make any sort of 
stand! They are scared of what family 
or friends might think and, certainly 
from a business point of view, they are 
worried about what effect any hint of 
radical Christianity will have on the 
bottom line. 

Then there are all those caught up in 
backsliding, lukewarmness, apathy and 
passivity. We have become conditioned 
to believing that these are minor, par-
for-the-course offences, covered by the 
unlimited grace and mercy of God. 
This pep talk does not bode well for 
this view. 

Furthermore, there are hordes of 
“believers” who really battle to put Je-
sus number one in their lives. Anyone 

who loves father or mother, daughter 
or son, more than Jesus is not worthy. 
Jesus tells them very directly that He 
did not come to bring peace. 

“Don’t think that I have come to 
make life cozy for you,” is the down-
to-earth translation from Eugene 
Peterson. Jesus would be setting a 
man against his father and a daughter 
against her mother. Indeed, it will hap-
pen that a man’s greatest enemies will 
be those of his own household. 

Finding life through 
losing life

The call is to take up the cross daily 
and that means constantly having to 
put our inner “ego” problem down. 
Daily we need to die to self. We have 
to come to the end of ourselves before 
we are worthy of serving Christ. We 
will only find life if we lose it. 

There is absolutely no way we can 
argue, debate, rationalise or manipu-
late our way out of understanding the 
direct hard-hitting impact of all these 
statements. No false promises or glib 
one-liners. No dilution. No watering 
down, just bang on the truth.

“If your first concern is to look after 
yourself, you will never find yourself. 
But if you forget about yourself and 
look to Me, you will find both yourself 
and Me. If you don’t go all the way 
with Me through thick and thin you 
don’t deserve Me.”

The disciples had been given it 
straight. They had not been promised 
an easy path but the Lord would be 
with them always, even until the end 
of the age. And that is the nub of it! 
Simply, like the disciples, if you are 
called and have truly met the Lord 
Jesus Christ, you don’t need any fancy 
motivational speeches or presenta-
tions to fire you up. You don’t have to 
have any pretty pictures painted for 
you. You don’t have to be “conned” 
by preachers falsely manipulating and 
presuming about God’s promises. You 
don’t have to be promised fancy mate-
rial and financial gains and benefits. 

The only motivation you need as a 
genuine soldier of God is the truth. 
Life is a battleground. You are a for-
eigner and an alien. And, it is all about 
Jesus. Nothing else!



Prepare the Way8

by Britt Gillette

ALMOST 2 000 years ago, the 
apostle Peter prophesied that in 

the last days scoff ers would appear, 
arguing against the possibility of 
Christ’s return. Th e very argument 
he said they would use is today one 
of the most common among scep-
tics:
“Most importantly, I want to remind you that 
in the last days scoff ers will come, mocking the 
truth and following their own desires. Th ey 
will say, ‘What happened to the promise that 
Jesus is coming again? From before the times 
of our ancestors, everything has remained the 
same since the world was fi rst created (2 Peter 
3:3&4).’”

In addition to ignoring Christ’s own 
promise to return, this argument is 
built upon a faulty premise: that “from 
before the times of our ancestors, eve-
rything has remained the same since 
the world was fi rst created.” Is this 
really true?

In light of Bible prophecy, simple 
observation would argue otherwise.

Just as Peter prophesied, this is the 
most common argument put forth by 
the non-believing public. Th ey argue 
that the same signs of Christ’s return 
have appeared to previous generations 
– all of whom believed Jesus would re-
turn in their lifetime. But is this true?

Th is is such an absurd position that, 
in order to argue it, one would have to 
believe that the following modern-day 
events are not unique, as history would 
otherwise suggest:
1) Th e Gathering of the Jews in 
Israel

Numerous biblical prophecies fore-
told of the re-gathering of Israel as a 
nation. About 2 �00 years ago, God 
revealed to the prophet Ezekiel a “Val-

ley of Dry Bones.” God spoke of these 
bones (the Jews) gathered together 
and covered with fl esh and muscles 
(re-gathered from the nations) with 
life being breathed into them (a dead 
nation brought to life once again).
“Th en he said to me, ‘Son of man, these bones 
represent the people of Israel. Th ey are saying, 
‘We have become old, dry bones – all hope is 
gone.’ Now give them this message fr om the 
Sovereign Lord: O my people, I will open 
your graves of exile and cause you to rise 
again. Th en I will bring you back to the land 
of Israel. When this happens, O my people, 
you will know that I am the Lord (Ezekiel 
37:11-13).”

Beginning in the late 19th Century, 
the birth of the Zionist movement cul-
minated in the gradual emigration of 
Jews from all over the world to reset-
tle the land of Israel. Each decade the 
number of returning Jews increased, 
until fi nally the nation of Israel came 
to life once again in 19�8.

Th e claim that “everything has 
remained the same” since Christ fi rst 
appeared doesn’t account for the na-
tion of Israel. 
2) Israel Becomes a Nation in a 
Single Day

In addition, the Bible prophesied that 
when Israel became a nation again, it 
would do so in a single day:
“‘Who has ever seen or heard of anything as 
strange as this? Has a nation ever been born in 
a single day? Has a country ever come forth in 
a mere moment? But by the time Jerusalem’s 
birth pains begin, the baby will be born; the 
nation will come forth. Would I ever bring 
this nation to the point of birth and then not 
deliver it?’ asks the Lord. ‘No! I would never 
keep this nation fr om being born,’ says your 
God (Isaiah 66:&).”

Th is event occurred in our genera-

tion, on May 1�, 19�8. From the year 
A.D. �0 to 19�8 – the overwhelming 
majority of the time since Christ fi rst 
appeared – Israel did not exist as a 
nation.

Th e claim that “everything has 
remained the same” since Christ fi rst 
appeared just doesn’t make sense. Th e 
nation of Israel exists once again and, 
just as the Bible stated, it came into 
existence in a single day.
3) Jerusalem and Judah Will Be-
come a Burden to the World

Th e Bible prophesied that, in the 
last days, Jerusalem and Judah would 
become a burden to the world. In 
fact, they would become irresistible 
targets to neighbouring nations who 
would send their armies to besiege and 
conquer:
“I will make Jerusalem and Judah like an 
intoxicating drink to all the nearby nations 
that send their armies to besiege Jerusalem. 
On that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy 
stone, a burden for the world. None of the 
nations who try to lift  it will escape unscathed 
Zechariah 12:2&3).”

Th is prophecy is being fulfi lled right 
before our eyes. Since 19�8, the nation 
of Israel has been besieged, at one time 
or another, by every neighbouring na-
tion. Against great odds, the modern 
state of Israel has fought and survived 
four major wars – in 19�8, 195�, 19��, 
and 19�3 – as well as numerous violent 
confl icts. Today, the City of Jerusalem, 
and Israel itself, are the epicentre of 
world attention. Th e Arab threat of 
war over Jewish possession of Israel 
and Jerusalem is a constant threat to 
world peace and international stability, 
making this geographic area a heavy 
burden on the world’s leaders.

Despite its historical prominence, 

‘But things have stayed 
just the same…’
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Jerusalem has never been “a burden for 
the world” until our generation.
4) Th e Rise of the Gog/Magog Al-
liance

Th e Bible prophesies that, in the last 
days, Russia and a coalition of Muslim 
nations led by Iran will gather a horde 
of armies together in an eff ort to wipe 
Israel off  the map. Israel will appear 
defenceless in the face of this massive 
invasion force with none of its worldly 
allies willing to come to its defence. 
However, God is Israel’s greatest ally, 
and He vows to make his presence 
known to the entire world by super-
naturally destroying the armies allied 
against Israel:
“Th erefore, son of man, prophesy against Gog. 
Give him this message fr om the Sovereign 
Lord: When my people are living in peace in 
their land, then you will rouse yourself. You 
will come fr om your homeland in the distant 
north with your vast cavalry and your mighty 
army, and you will cover the land like a 
cloud. Th is will happen in the distant future. 
I will bring you against my land as everyone 
watches, and my holiness will be displayed by 
what happens to you. Th en all the nations will 
know that I am the Lord (Ezekiel 3:14-16).”

Is this business as usual? A coali-
tion of these particular nations has 
never existed in history – until the 
present generation. Today, Russia and 
Iran are integral partners in a strate-
gic anti-Western alliance. Th e other 
nations mentioned by Ezekiel are all 
anti-Western Muslim nations, and 
it’s not unreasonable to believe they 
would join Russia and Iran in a quest 
to destroy Israel.
5) Calls for Global Government

Th e Bible also prophesies that, in the 
last days, one man will rule the world 
via global government: 
“And he was given authority to rule over every 
tribe and people and language and nation 
(Revelation 13:7).”

Although this prophecy has yet to be 
fulfi lled, our generation has been wit-
ness to unprecedented global co-opera-
tion and interdependence. Ours is the 
fi rst generation in history that could 
seriously consider global government. 

Th e prospect of a truly global govern-
ment has never been realistic, but for 
our generation, it remains a very real 
possibility.
6) Th e Increasing Power of Human 
Technology

Is human technology the same now 
as it was in past generations? Prior to 
our generation, most students of Bible 
prophecy found it extremely diffi  cult 
to comprehend certain end-times 

prophecies. However, with the de-
velopment of advanced technologies, 
many students can now see how such 
prophecies could be fulfi lled.

For instance, how could the whole 
world “stare at the bodies” of the two 
witnesses in Revelation 11? 
“And for three and a half days, all peoples, 
tribes, languages, and nations will come to 
stare at their bodies. No one will be allowed 
to bury them. All the people who belong to 
this world will give presents to each other to 
celebrate the death of the two prophets who 
had tormented them (Revelation 11:&1).”

For the fi rst time in history, this 
prophecy can be fulfi lled through 
worldwide satellite coverage on news 
networks. 

Th e amazing increase in the power of 
human technology in our generation 
opens the door for the fulfi lment of 
such prophecies as the world looking 
at the bodies of the two witnesses, the 
Antichrist controlling world com-
merce, and the Antichrist conquering 
the entire world in a short period of 
time. Th erefore, with each passing 
day, the notion that “everything has 
remained the same” since Christ fi rst 
appeared continues to lose its cred-
ibility.
7) A Dramatic Increase in Travel 
and Knowledge

Over 2 �00 years ago, it was revealed 
to the prophet Daniel that the end 
times would be marked by a noticeable 
increase in travel and knowledge:
“But you, Daniel, keep this prophecy a secret; 
seal up the book until the time of the end. 
Many will rush here and there, and knowl-
edge will increase (Daniel 12:4).”

Not only have transportation and 
knowledge increased, but their power 
and widespread use have done so expo-
nentially. 

Knowledge and transportation are 
now more widely available than at 
any other time in human history. In 
generations past, most people never 
wandered more than a short distance 
from their childhood homes. Today, 
people routinely fl y to the other side 
of the globe. In generations past, the 
world’s collective knowledge could be 
summed up in a few hundred books. 
Today, millions of books and billions 
of Internet documents illustrate the 
unprecedented explosion in human 
knowledge.

How can anyone buy into the no-
tion that “everything has remained 
the same since before the times of our 
ancestors?”
Conclusion

Th e seven prominent events outlined 

above are not the only ones unique to 
our generation, yet they serve as a clear 
signal that ours is the generation that 
will witness Christ’s return:
“Just as the gathering of vultures shows there 
is a carcass nearby, so these signs indicate that 
the end is near (Matthew 24:2).”

For hundreds of years aft er Christ 
fi rst appeared, the world was relatively 
unchanged. Today, there’s no denying 
it is signifi cantly diff erent.

Christ commanded us to be alert to 
this time – to be alert to the signs of 
His coming. In fact, He rebuked the 
Pharisees for not recognising the signs 
of His fi rst coming, for they had full 
knowledge of the Old Testament Mes-
sianic prophecies, yet still chose not to 
believe in Him (Matthew 1�:1-3).

Jesus fully expected the world to 
be waiting and to recognise the time 
of His fi rst coming. As we patiently 
await His second coming, He holds 
our generation to the same standard of 
accountability. We have full access to, 
and knowledge of, the prophecies of 
His second coming. 

Th e signs of His return are loud and 
clear. Th ey are all around us. Israel is 
once again a nation. Travel and knowl-
edge have increased exponentially. Th e 
Gog/Magog Alliance is forming, and 
scoff ers are abundant.

People who argue Jesus isn’t com-
ing back because “ever since His time 
things have remained exactly the 
same” regard themselves as clever and 
discerning. Th ey view those of us who 
hold this hope as fools engaged in 
wishful thinking. Yet, it is their logic 
which is foolishness in the eyes of 
God. 

For just as Peter prophesied that 
scoff ers would use a faulty premise in 
arguing against Christ’s return, he also 
affi  rmed Christ’s promise that the day 
of the Lord will certainly come:
“But you must not forget this one thing, dear 
fr iends: A day is like a thousand years to the 
Lord, and a thousand years is like a day. Th e 
Lord isn’t really being slow about his promise, 
as some people think. No, he is being patient 
for your sake. He does not want anyone to be 
destroyed, but wants everyone to repent. But 
the day of the Lord will come as unexpectedly 
as a thief (2 Peter 3:-1).”

Jesus is coming soon. Th e wise person 
will take note and make preparations 
accordingly.
“See, I am coming soon, and my reward is 
with me, to repay all according to their deeds. 
I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and 
the Last, the Beginning and the End (Revela-
tion 22:12&13).”

‘But things have stayed 
just the same…’
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by Vance Havner 
“Blessed is he who keeps from stumbling over 
me (Matthew 11:6).”

WE are familiar with the beati-
tudes of the Sermon on the 

Mount. We are also acquainted with 
other beatitudes of our Lord, such 
as “Blessed is that servant whom his 
Lord when he comes shall find so 
doing;” “Blessed are they that hear 
the word of God and keep it.” 

But here is a little beatitude, short 
and sandwiched between longer verses, 
so that we are in danger of passing it 
up altogether: “Blessed is he who keeps 
from stumbling over me.” 

John the Baptist was in prison. That 
rugged, ascetic Elijah of the New Tes-
tament, prophet of the outdoors, was 
certainly out of place in a damp, dark 
dungeon. No wonder he had the blues. 
One day his feelings hit a record low 
and he sent a delegation to Jesus to ask, 
“Are You the Expected One, or shall 
we look for someone else?” 

Now, that was a serious doubt for 
John the Baptist. The very thing he 
had preached like a living exclamation 
point had become a question mark 
to the preacher himself. It was not 
the first or last time that a preacher’s 
affirmation has become, in a dungeon, 

a preacher’s interrogation. It reminds 
us of another prophet of the dungeon, 
Jeremiah, who cried to God from the 
depths, “Will You be altogether to me 
as a liar and as waters that fail?” 

But our Lord did not reprimand 
John the Baptist. It is noteworthy that 
two of the strongest characters in the 
Bible had something akin to a nervous 
breakdown. Elijah, in the Old Testa-
ment, collapsed under the juniper, and 
God had to feed and rest him. More 
than one Christian, exhausted, with 
nerves on edge, has imagined that he 
is the last survivor of the saints. And 
usually he needs not reproof but rest. 

Then here is John the Baptist of the 
camel’s hair vestments and victuals 
of locusts and wild honey, who could 
reprove kings and call religious people 
sons of snakes; here is John the Baptist 
down in the dumps even as you and I! 

It is one thing to stand on Jordan and 
give it, another thing to stay in jail and 
take it! 

But what did Jesus do? Did he bit-
terly reprove the troubled prophet? 
Did He say, “I’m ashamed of you, 
disappointed in you. What will people 
think?” He did nothing of the sort. 
He didn’t even send John a tract on 
“How To Be Happy In Jail!” On the 

contrary, on the day that John the 
Baptist made his poorest remark about 
Jesus, Jesus said the best thing about 
John the Baptist: “Among those born 
of women there has not arisen anyone 
greater than John the Baptist!” For 
Jesus knew his frame and remembered 
that he was dust. 

John had preached a victorious 
Messiah with fan in hand, purging 
His floor, gathering His wheat into 
the garner but burning the chaff with 
unquenchable fire. And here was Jesus, 
not carrying on that way at all but 
meek and lowly, going about doing 
good. And John couldn’t figure it out. 
The devil got in his doubts as in Eden. 
John began wondering and then wor-
rying, for one begets the other. 

Our Lord’s answer to John’s question 
is simple. The blind are seeing, the deaf 
are hearing, the lame are walking, the 
lepers are being cleansed and the poor 
have the Gospel preached to them. In 
other words, “I am running on sched-
ule and carrying out my programme as 
planned. It may not be as you expected 
but do not be upset by it.” 

This is a day of dungeons, and many 
saints are in the clutches of Giant 
Despair. There is comfort here for us. 
If a husky Lion Heart like John the 
Baptist could faint, “brethren, think 
it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial that is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened to you.” Your 
temptation is common unto man and 
there is a way of escape. 

John’s trouble, like most trouble, 
did not come singly, it was twofold. 
There was depression and there was 
doubt. Dungeons bring depression and 
depression brings doubt. 

Are you in a dungeon? Not behind 
visible lock and key perhaps, but while 
“stone walls do not a prison make nor 
iron bars a cage,” it is also true that 
other things than prison walls do a 
prison make and other than iron bars 
may form a cage. 

Is your trouble financial? Maybe your 
blood pressure is up and your bank ac-
count down. Maybe you are physically 
ill but you keep going and everyone 
thinks because you are walking you 
are well! Maybe you have lost a loved 
one and a shroud of melancholy hangs 
heavy on your soul. 

Perhaps you dread to see night fall 
and search for rest as men seek for hid-
den treasure. Dungeons bring depres-
sion and from depression it is easy to 

The forgotten



Prepare the Way 11

Take the Gospel to places you may never go
Prepare the Way impacts thousands of lives with God’s simple, life-changing 
truth. It’s also a source of teaching and exhortation for many who don’t have 
access to these resources. So we’d like to invite you to help us send the magazine 
to prisons, believers who can’t afford to buy their own copies, leaders in other 
African countries and missionaries.
Prepare the Way is a non-profit ministry, which means every cent you give goes 
straight towards distributing more magazines. If you’re able to help, kindly fill 
in the form below and post it to Prepare the Way, Box 3��, Merrivale 3291. Please 
contact us if you need more details.
Name.................................................................................................................................
Address.............................................................................................................................
.................................................................................................Postal code:......................
I am giving a once-off gift of R….........… towards the ministry of Prepare the Way. 
I am giving a monthly gift of R…......… towards the ministry of Prepare the Way
I would like my gift to go towards ☐Prison ministry ☐Leaders in neighbouring 
countries ☐Missionaries ☐Poorer churches ☐Other (please specify) ……………....
.……………...........................................................................................................................

move into doubt, even doubt about 
Jesus. Then we are upset and offended 
and we need to learn the Forgotten 
Beatitude.

It is nothing new to be offended in 
Jesus. More people have been offended 
in Him than in any character in his-
tory. Away with this milk-and-water 
preaching about Jesus! He has caused 
more offence than any other person 
who ever lived. He is either a sanctuary 
or a stumbling stone (Isaiah 8:1�). 

He was an offence to His own nation 
and still is (Romans 9:33). He offended 
the Pharisees (Matthew 15:12). He 
offended the people of His own home 
town (Matthew 13:5�-58). He offended 
superficial disciples (John �). His cross 
is an offence (1 Corinthians 1:23). And 
even true disciples may be offended in 
Him (Matthew 2�:31-35). 

Sound believers sometimes get into a 
dungeon and pout with the Lord and 
say, “It is vain to serve God, and what 
profit is it that we have kept His ordi-
nances and walked mournfully before 
the Lord of Hosts.” 

Don’t you look pious, for we all have 
done it! We have murmured that we 
pray and do not receive. We gave our 
tithe and now we are in adversity. We 
were faithful to the Lord’s house and 
landed in a hospital. We prayed for our 
children and they became worldlings. 
We craved joy and peace but we are 
despondent. Across the street is an un-
godly family that has suffered no loss, 
while our dearest was taken. 

“There is no use in praying. It reads 
very lovely in the devotional books but 
I seem unable to make it work.” We 
were in distress, and the Lord “abode 
where he was” and when He did ap-
pear we grumbled like Martha when 
she said, “If you had been here my 
brother would not have died.” 

All such grumbling means that we 
have not learned the Forgotten Beati-
tude. Anybody can believe during fair 
weather. There is a deeper experience 
and a higher state which not many 
reach, a state in which, no matter 
what happens, we are never offended 
in the Lord, a state in which, whether 
it makes sense to us or not, we still 
believe Romans 8:28. 

Habakkuk started his book pouting 
and ended it praising. And blessed is 
the man who can say: “Though I don’t 
get what I want: though I may sow 
much and reap little; though others 
get the plums and I get the sack, I will 

rejoice in the Lord, I will be joyful in 
the God of my salvation.” 

When Thomas asked for visible evi-
dence of the risen Lord, he was asking 
for a smaller blessing than he already 
had, the privilege of believing without 
seeing, for “blessed are they that have 
not seen and yet have believed.” God 
wants us to trust Him, no matter what 
He does. 

There is a heavenly carelessness that 
leaves it all with Jesus and doesn’t 
become upset when He does things 
contrary to what we expected. And 
there will be plenty of things that just 
don’t make sense. 

He can raise the dead, why 
can’ t He get me out of jail?

John the Baptist must have won-
dered, “If Jesus can raise the dead, why 
can’t He get me out of jail?” The little 
boy who couldn’t understand why 
God put so many vitamins in spinach 
and didn’t put them all in ice cream 
was already beginning to see that 
things just don’t work out as we’d like 
for them to. There is much that is baf-
fling, but if we can’t understand it, by 
grace we can stand under it, we can see 
to it that we are not offended, and that 
is better than understanding it! 

Some things we are to know (Mat-
thew 13:11) and some things we are not 
to know (Acts 1:�), and we would be 
happier if we spent the time we waste 
on trying to fathom the unknowable 
in learning the knowable. 

God did not explain suffering to Job. 
He gave him revelation, which was 

better than explanation. Better than 
having all our questions answered is to 
say, “The Lord knows what He is doing 
and I will not be offended.” 

In this dark hour of world distress 
not a few believers are in the dumps. 
Jesus seems not to be carrying on 
as expected. The world is not being 
converted. Has Christ failed? He isn’t 
transforming the social order. Is He 
the One or shall we look for another? 

Many have been mistaught and 
have misunderstood His mission, His 
motive, His message, His method. It 
is true that He is not converting the 
world. He didn’t say He would. But 
He has not failed, He is running on 
schedule. Blind eyes are opening to the 
Light of the world. Deaf ears are hear-
ing His voice. Lame souls are taking 
up their beds and walking. Lepers, like 
Naaman of old, are dipping in Jordan 
and coming up with flesh like that of a 
little child. The dead in trespasses and 
sins are awaking to Christ, their Life 
and Light, and to the poor the Gospel 
is still begin preached. 

Christ is carrying on as intended. He 
has never missed an appointment. He 
may seem slow but He is never late. We 
need not be offended because He is not 
converting the world. He didn’t prom-
ise to, but He did promise to return 
in clouds of glory and reign until all 
enemies are put under His feet. Let us 
therefore take our stand on His Word 
and hide it in our hearts, for “great 
peace have they who love your law: 
and nothing can make them stumble 
(Psalm 119:1�5).” 
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by A.B. Simpson
“Now these are the kings of the land whom 
Joshua and the sons of Israel defeated beyond 
the … in all, 31 kings (Joshua 12:7-24).”
“Arba was a great man among the Anakims 
(Joshua 14:15).”
“Caleb drove out the three sons of Anak, 
Sheshai, Ahiman and Talmai (Joshua 15:14).”
“For the love of Christ controls us, having 
concluded this, that one died for all, therefore 
all died; and He died for all, so that they who 
live might no longer live for themselves, but for 
Him who died and rose again on their behalf 
(2 Corinthians 5:14-15).”

THESE words describe the great 
conflict of the higher Christian 

life in the Land of Promise. This is 
not a conflict with the grosser forms 
of sin, for we leave them behind us 
when we cross the Jordan and come 
into the land of holiness, obedience 
and rest.

Surely it should go without saying 
that no consecrated Christian would 
dare to indulge in wilful disobedience 
or sin. But there are other foes more 
subtle, and these are symbolised, I be-
lieve, by these kings with whom Joshua 
made war for so long.

There are various forms of self-life 
which, while not perhaps directly and 
wilfully sinful, in the grosser sense 
are yet as contrary to the will of God, 
and as necessary to be subdued and 
slain, before the soul can be in perfect 
harmony with the Divine will. They 
are all tyrants, which, if allowed to 
remain, will ultimately bring us into 
subjection to sin and separate us 
from the Lord.

They belong 
to one fam-
ily, and 

the father of them all is Arba, who has 
numerous offspring, no less than 31 of 
them; so there is a foe for every day in 
the month in the Christian’s calendar.

The name Arba means “the strength 
of Baal.” This represents the strength 
of the natural heart. Baal was the 
ancient god of nature, and Arba stands 
for the natural heart, in all the force of 
its self-will and self-sufficiency.

The name of his son, Anak, signifies 
in Hebrew, “long-necked,” and every-
body knows that a long neck suggests 
pride and self-will; so that these two 
names express the character of the 
whole family.

The other three sons whose names are 
mentioned, Sheshai, Ahiman and Tal-
mai carry out the family resemblance.

Sheshai means “free,” suggesting the 
idea of the license in which selfish-
ness delights. Talmai means “bold,” 
representing the independence of the 
self-life, which tolerates no control. 
Ahiman means “brother of men,” and 
expresses aptly the humanitarianism 
which ignores God, and would make 
humanity a god unto itself, expressing 
the self-sufficiency of the race, rather 
than of the individual.

Shall we look at these kings of the old 
Self Dynasty, and see if we can recog-
nise any of them in our own experi-
ence?
1. SELF-WILL

This is old Arba, the head of the 
dynasty. It expresses its decrees in the 
personal pronoun and the active verb 

– I will, I shall. It recognises no 
king except its own choice.

Arba must die before Hebron can be won 
by Caleb. Self-will must be slain before 
love can reign. Yield yourself to God, is 
the watchword at the gate of holiness and 
peace.

It is not only the evil will, but the self-will 
that must die. Things that it would be right 
for us to have, God cannot give us when 
we want them wilfully, and therefore He 
often has to crucify us to our own will, for 
no other reason than to break us, and make 
us self-surrendered and wholly subjected to 
His control.

So God had to take Isaac from Abraham, 
and then give him back as no longer Abra-
ham’s Isaac, but God’s Isaac.

The surrendered will becomes a stronger 
will, because it is now not our will, but His 
within us; and when we choose, we choose 
with the strength of God, and choose 
forever.

Have we yielded our will and received His 
in return? Has the city of Arba become the 
city of Hebron, and the home of His love?
2. SELF-INDULGENCE

This is the gratification of self in any of its 
forms. 

Is it wrong to eat and drink, and indulge 
our appetites? No, the act may not be 
wrong in itself, but it becomes wrong when 
we do it for the sake of the indulgence. I 
am not to eat because it gratifies me to eat; 
I am not to drink because I enjoy the act; 
but I am to eat and drink for the glory of 
God; that is, with the distinct thought and 
purpose of pleasing Him and ministering 
to my bodily wants that I may be strong to 
serve and glorify Him.

So the commonest acts of life are to be 
wholly consecrated to Him and done unto 
Him, and thus they become sacred and 
holy. Have we learned the secret of living 
for His glory, and dying to ourselves?

KINGS
the victory over self
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3. SELF-SEEKING
This is one of the forms of self-life which 

must be surrendered. “Love seeks not her 
own.” Her object is not to accomplish 
some personal end, but to benefit another 
and to glorify God.

The great business of the people of this 
world is to seek their own ends, honours 
and pleasures. But a consecrated life has 
only one purpose: to “seek the kingdom 
of God and His righteousness,” and then 
to rest in His will, knowing that “all these 
things shall be added.”
4. SELF-COMPLACENCY

This is the spirit of Anak, the long-
necked one. It is the spirit of pride; the 
pride that takes delight in our own quali-
ties and rests with satisfaction in ourselves.

It is very different to vanity, which seeks 
the approval of others. Self-complacency 
is so satisfied with itself that it cares little 
for the opinion of others, and has a lofty 
independence about it that even scorns 
their criticism and rises above their praise. 
It is a god unto itself.

It is one of the most subtle forms of self-
life, and has a sort of lofty grandeur which 
blinds its possessor to its danger and its 
deep sinfulness.
5. SELF-GLORYING

This is the opposite. It seeks the praise of 
others, rather than its own. 

Self-glorying vaunts itself and inflates 
its little bubble because it is so small. The 
truly consecrated life wants none of this. It 
is conscious of its nothingness, and knows 
that it is dependent on God alone for all 
it can ever possess, and therefore it covers 
its face with the veil of His loveliness, and 
robes itself in His own righteousness, and 
then hides in His bosom, saying, “Not I, 
but Christ.”

6. SELF-CONFIDENCE
This is a form of self-life which relies 

upon its own wisdom, strength and 
righteousness. It is Simon Peter, say-
ing, “Though all men shall deny You, I 
will not.”

This is your man of strong common 
sense and self-reliance. He believes in 
his own opinion. He relies upon his 
own judgement. He laughs at the peo-
ple who talk about Divine guidance 
and the Spirit’s leadings.

This must die before we can become 
established in the strength of Christ. 
Therefore, the strongest natures have 
often to fail in order to bring them 
to the end of self, and lead them, like 
Peter, to lean on God, and like Jacob, 
with wounded thigh, to go forth de-
pending henceforth on the strength of 
God. Closely allied to this is
7. SELF-CONSCIOUSNESS

This is the self that is always think-
ing of itself and covered with its own 
shadow. Every act and look and word 
is studied. Every feeling and inward 
state is morbidly photographed upon 
the inward senses.

We carry about with us continually a 
morbid consciousness of our functions 
and conditions. All the simplicity is 
taken away. We are bound to ourselves 
like a man with his hand on his own 
collar, trying to pull himself along.

This is a dreadful bondage. God 
wants us to have the freedom of a sim-
ple child, that acts without thinking 
from spontaneous impulses and with 
a beautiful liberty. He does not want 
us to be conscious of our holy acts, or 
to make a note of every sacrifice and 
service. 

How shall we get out of this wretch-
ed self-consciousness? Only by 
getting into a higher conscious-

ness, even the presence of our Lord, 
and a purpose and object beyond 
ourselves, to live for God and others, 
and realise that He is living for us, and 
living in us, in those sweet spontane-
ous impulses that are the true springs 
of action.

An exaggerated form of self-con-
sciousness is
8. SELF-IMPORTANCE

This is very offensive and yet very 
common. Some people carry it in their 
very gait and bearing, as they walk 
along the street, and almost tempt one 
to step up to them and ask the ques-
tion which Sidney Smith used occa-
sionally to ask people whom he saw on 
the street, “Excuse me, sir, but may I 
ask if you are anybody in particular?”

This is not the usual accompaniment 
of true greatness, but it is very com-
mon in very small men and women, 
who make up for their lack of real 
weight by an immense amount of self-
assertion and swaggering assumption.

True humility consists not so much 
in thinking meanly of ourselves, as in 
not thinking of ourselves at all. The 
ripe head of wheat always hangs down 
in proportion to its weight.

Closely allied to this is
9. SELF-DEPRECIATION

This is just as bad as the other. Some 
people are overly conscious of their 
own shortcomings and inability. It 
keeps them from useful service, and 
is always thrusting its littleness and 
nothingness upon every situation.

If it sees its name in print, it is afraid 
of being puffed up. If asked to be seat-
ed on the platform, it will blush and 
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shrink, and hide away. If called upon 
to do some service, it will refuse on the 
ground of inability. This is all self.

A truly-surrendered heart hasn’t got 
any name to see in print, any person to 
be conscious of, any power to serve. Its 
name has been given to Christ, and if 
He wants it used let Him have it, and 
blaze it before the universe in fame or 
infamy. 
10. SELF-VINDICATION

This is the self that stands for its own 
rights and avenges its wrongs. It is 
quick to detect an injury or an offence, 
and to express its awareness of it in 
some clear way.

It is directly contrary to the spirit 
of Christianity and the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The very idea of His incarna-
tion was the renunciation of all His 
rights. Being in the form of God, He 
was entitled to be equal with God, but 
we are told He did not count this a 
prize, but “He emptied Himself and 
made Himself of no reputation.”

The very essence of Christ’s humilia-
tion was that He gave up all His heav-
enly rights, and when He came down 
to earth He gave up all His earthly 
rights, and made it the business of His 
life to let go, until there was nothing 
left to give up, but even His very life 
was yielded.

You have not begun to deal with 
the question of self-surrender until 
it reaches your dearest rights, and 
you let them go into His hand as a 
glorious deposit; and every time you 
do so, He puts it down in your bank 
account, and when the interest has all 
accumulated, oh, how He will pay you 
back,–much of it in this world, but 
how much more in the day of eternal 
recompense!

I solemnly believe that most of the 
blessings that have been given to me 
in my life and ministry have come 
because of the evil things people have 
said of me, and because God made me 
willing to allow them to do it.

11. SENSITIVENESS
This is one of the most painful forms 

of selfishness.
I think here of people I have seen 

who have been all bright and radiant 
for a time, but something touched 
them that was offensive, uncongenial, 
or humbling, and they suddenly disap-
peared and shrank into such hard, dry, 
leafless sticks that there was no point 
of contact with them. They seemed to 
have become all at once like Egyptian 
mummies, ready for a glass case. What 
is the matter? Self!
12. SELF-SEEING

There are some people who always see 
things from their own side. How does 
this affect me? You see your own side of 
it, but if you would wait and see your 
brother’s side, if you would be willing 
to believe that there is another side, 
you would be saved from a thousand 
misunderstandings.

Put yourself in your brother’s place. 
Take into consideration his circum-
stances, his views. Think how you 
would act if you felt as he feels, saw 
with his eyes, were placed as he is 
placed. 
13. INTROSPECTION

Our morbid and excessive self-exami-
nation is one of the forms of self-life 
that causes much pain and works 
much injury in our Christian life.

There is a right, but there is a wrong 
self-examination. God alone can truly 
search us. Let us commit our own 
way to Him, and honestly say, “Search 
me, O God, and know my heart; try 
me and know my thoughts, and see if 
there be any wicked way in me, and 
lead me in the way everlasting.”
14. SELF-LOVE

This is the root of all these forms of 
the self-life. It is a heart centred on 
itself, and so long as this is the case, 
every affection and every power of our 
being is turned inward and self-ward.

God is essentially love, and lives not 
for Himself, but for others, and when 
we become self-centred we are the 
opposite of God, and really assume 
His Throne, and become gods unto 
ourselves.
15. SELF AFFECTIONS

These are the natural fruit of self-life. 
We love our own friends and families 
and the people who minister to our 
pleasure; and even those we love, we 
love not so much for the blessing that 
we can be to them, as for the pleasure 
they minister to us.

Love that ends with ourselves is self-
ish and degrading. The love that seeks 
another’s blessing is elevating and 
divine.
16. SELFISH MOTIVES

These can enter into the highest acts 
and mar and pervert them to their 
inmost core.

It is not only what we say and do, but 
why. God sees the very thought and 
purpose, and He judges the act by its 
intent. The natural heart cannot do a 
good thing without some selfish object 
which perverts and destroys its purity.
17. SELFISH DESIRES

They spring up in the old natural 
heart, and even if they never reach 
fruition, or ever become choices, acts 
or facts, we want to be free from the 
very wish, and have God so give us 
our desires that they shall spring from 
Him, and be prompted by His love.

The spirit of covetousness is a selfish 
desire, and God has pronounced it 
idolatry and most dreadful sin.
18. SELFISH CHOICES

These are even more serious, for the 
will is the spring of human actions, 
and determines all our words and 
deeds.

We want a rightly directed will, 
which chooses not its own gratifica-
tion, but because of “Him who works 
in us to will and to do of His good 
pleasure.”
19. SELFISH PLEASURES

There are two kinds of enjoyment: 
one, which we seek for its own sake, 
and this is selfish; the other is the 
pleasure that comes to us from doing 
good, and because we are in harmony 
with God and with our own being, 
which is the truest enjoyment. Selfish 
pleasure, the desire that seeks its own.
20. SELFISH POSSESSIONS

The worldly person seeks to gain the 
world, and calls his possessions his 
own. The true child of God has noth-
ing for himself, but holds all as a sacred 
trust for God. “For there was not a 
needy person among them.”

The true Christian conception of 
property is stewardship; the holding 
of the gifts of God for His service, and 
subject to His direction, and for His 
glory.
21. SELFISH FEARS AND CARES

Nearly all our cares and anxieties 
spring from pure selfishness.

If we were wholly yielded to God, 
and recognised every moment of our 
lives as absolutely His, we would have 

KINGS
the victory over self

Continued...
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no anxiety, but would regard ourselves 
as His property and under His safe 
and constant protection. 

The Lord has said, “You cannot serve 
God and Mammon,” and has added, 
with strange logical suggestiveness, 
“Therefore, I say to you, take no anx-
ious care for tomorrow.”

That little word, “therefore,” reveals 
the link between Mammon worship 
and anxious care.
22. SELFISH SORROWS

Much of our grief and heartbreak 
spring from selfishness, wounded 
pride, ambition, self-love, or the loss of 
something which we should not have 
called our own.

The death of self blots out a universe 
of wretchedness and brings a heaven 
of joy.
23. SELFISH SACRIFICES AND 
SELF-DENIALS

These are as real as they are para-
doxical. A man “may give all his goods 
to feed the poor, and his body to be 
burned, and have not love.” He may do 
it all for the gratification of his vanity 
or the display of his orthodoxy, and 
the advancement of his own beliefs 
and opinions.
24. SELFISH VIRTUE AND 
MORALITY

The Pharisees were virtuous, but their 
virtue was a selfish cloak, intended for 
display, and therefore worthless, or 
worse. It was simply an advertisement, 
and its motive destroyed its value.

The lady who walks the street with 
her skirts held carefully away from the 
touch of her fallen sister may be an ici-
cle of selfish propriety; while her poor 
sister, with all her faults, may have a 
generous heart. And while this does 
not remove her sin, it may make her a 
nobler character than even the virtu-
ous one who scorns her.
25. SELF-RIGHTEOUSNESS

This seeks to justify itself before God 
by its own religious works, and thus 
forfeit His righteousness and salva-
tion. It is not our sins alone, but even 
of our righteousness, that He has said 
are “as filthy rags,” and they must be 
laid down and we, as helpless, worth-
less sinners accept the righteousness 
of Christ for our justification before 
God.
26. SELFISH SANCTITY AND 
SANCTIFICATION

We can be so absorbed in our re-
ligious experience that our eye will 
be taken off Jesus and centred upon 

ourselves, and thus we shall become 
offensive exhibitions of religious self-
consciousness.

True sanctification forgets itself and 
lives in constant dependence upon the 
Lord Jesus as its Righteousness and 
All-sufficiency.
27. SELFISH CHARITY AND 
SELFISH GIFTS

The greatest generosity and the big-
gest offerings of money may be only 
an advertisement of ourselves, and 
prompted by some motive which cen-
tres on our own interest or honour.
28. OUR CHRISTIAN WORK 
MAY BE SELFISH

We may preach because of the intel-
lectual pleasure it gives us. We may 
work for the church because we like 
the church, the minister, or the peo-
ple. We may engage in a benevolent or 
Christian profession because it enables 
us to make a comfortable livelihood, 
and gives us congenial employment. 
Or we may do our religious work on 
selfish principles, and from religious 
selfishness.
29. SELFISH PRAYERS

There is nothing that sounds so self-
ish as the prayers of many Christians.

They travel in a circle about the size 
of their own body and soul, their fam-
ily, and perhaps their own particular 
church, and the suffering household 
of faith and the perishing world are 
scarcely ever touched by their sympa-
thies or their intercessions.

The highest prayer is the prayer of un-
selfish love, and as we learn to pray for 
others, and to carry the dying world 
upon our hearts, we shall find our-
selves enriched in return, a thousand 
fold, and prove, indeed, that “it is more 
blessed to give than to receive.”
30. SELFISH HOPES

The future of many people is as self-
ish as their present. They live in the 
dreams of coming joys and triumphs, 
and their vision is all earth-bound.

The true Hope of the Gospel swal-
lows up all these selfish visions and 
earthly hopes. Looking for that blessed 
Hope and the glorious appearing of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, we 
hold all other prospects subordinate 
and subject to that Supreme prospect. 
31. OUR LIFE

Our very life must be held not as a 
selfish possession, but as a sacred trust. 

“Neither count I my life dear to 
myself,” is the true spirit of consecra-
tion; “but that I may finish my course 

with joy and the ministry which I have 
received of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

That is the meaning of life, and the 
only object for which it should be 
cherished. So we find the same apostle 
saying, “For me to live is Christ, and to 
die is gain”; and he adds, “Therefore, I 
know that I shall continue with you all 
for the furtherance of your faith.”

The unselfish life is a safe life, and it 
is immortal till its great purpose shall 
be fulfilled.
CONCLUSION

How shall we overcome these giant 
Anakim? How shall we win the vic-
tory over self? How shall we possess 
Hebron, the city of love?

1. We must definitely and thoroughly 
enter into the meaning of the mighty 
word, “You are not your own.” We 
must surrender ourselves so utterly 
that we can never own ourselves again.

We must hand over self and all its 
rights in an eternal covenant, and give 
God the absolute right to own us, con-
trol us, and possess us forever.

2. We must let God make this real 
in detail, as each day brings its tests 
and conflicts, and we come face to face 
each of these 31 kings. Step by step, we 
must be established in the full experi-
ence of self-renunciation and entire 
consecration.

As each of these issues meets us, God 
is asking us the question, “Are you 
your own, or are you Mine?” 

3. We must receive the great antidote 
to self – the love of Christ.

The love of Christ, and that alone, 
can slay the strength of self-love, and 
enable us to say, “The love of Christ 
constrains me; for I thus judge that if 
One died for all then all died; and He 
died for all, that they which live should 
not henceforth live unto themselves, 
but unto him who died for them and 
rose again.”

4. Finally, we need not only the love 
of Christ but the Christ Himself.

It is not a principle, nor an emotion, 
nor a motive, that is to transform our 
life and conquer these determined 
foes, but it is a living person.

Christ will put His own heart into 
us, and so live in us, and we so live in 
His life, love in His love, and think, 
speak and act in Him, in all we do, 
that it shall be “not I, but Christ that 
lives in me.”

So let us receive Him, the Antidote 
of self, the Lord of love, the Conqueror 
of the heart.
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by Greg Gordon

GOD is raising up a new breed 
of preachers in our day. People 

are sick of modern-day soft preach-
ing that doesn’t move our conscienc-
es anymore than a worldly movie 
would. 

God is going to raise them up. They 
will not be bred in seminaries or Bible 
colleges. They will speak against the 
whole system that is raising anaemic 
preachers and teachers. Their messages 
will be bold, strong, pointed. It will 
offend many but save many. 

Their preaching will bear witness to 
their calling. God will be in their mes-
sages and the fear of God will come 
with their message. God has always 
been faithful to have a voice in every 
generation. 

Surely we find ourselves in a time as 
the Psalmist lamented: “There is no 
longer any prophet, Nor is there any 
among us who knows how long (Psalm 
��:9).” Yet they will come! They will 
come with messages that will sear our 
consciences. 

Oh, how we need a modern-day 
prophet. Will the modern-day prophet 
agree with all the theology of our com-
fortable Christianity? No, his message 
will so contradict all of what we know 
of Christianity that we will hardly 
believe he is from God. 

Jeremiah was a prophet who heard 
from God and he prophesied: “Behold, 
I will make My words in your mouth 
fire, and this people wood, and it shall 
devour them.” These new breed of 
preachers will be men who are shut-in 

with God and hear from him and their 
words will be as “fire” and the people 
“wood.” 

D.M. McIntyre spoke of this same 
heavenly principle: “Before the great 
revival in Gallneukirchen broke out, 
Martin Boos spent hours and days 
and often nights in lonely agonies of 
intercession. Afterwards, when he 
preached, his words were as flame, and 
the hearts of the people as grass.” 

Oh these men will be “much with 
God” and “little with men.” The 
things of earth to them will grow 
strangely dim. They will be strange 
men to the ways and systems of the 
world. They will speak against the hy-
pocrisy in the pews and the hirelings 
in the pulpits. The fear of man will not 
have any hold on these men, the holy 
fear of God will be their overwhelm-
ing vision. They will speak the “word 
of the Lord” in due season and not 
refrain from being a mouthpiece in the 
hand of the Lord. 

A.W. Tozer spoke of this new breed 
of preachers in his short article Pro-
phetic Preaching. This is the need of 
our day and it will come: “If Chris-
tianity is to receive a rejuvenation, it 
must be by other means than any now 
being used. If the Church is to recover 
from the injuries she suffered, there 
must appear a new type of preacher. 

“The proper, ruler-of-the-synagogue 
type will never do. Neither will the 
priestly type of man who carries out 
his duties, takes his pay and asks no 
questions, nor the smooth-talking 
pastoral type who knows how to make 
the Christian religion acceptable to 
everyone. All these have been tried and 
found wanting. 

“Another kind of religious leader 
must arise among us. He must be of 
the old prophet type, a man who has 
seen visions of God and has heard 
a voice from the Throne. When he 
comes (and I pray God there will be 
not one but many), he will stand in flat 
contradiction to everything our smirk-
ing, smooth civilisation holds dear. He 
will contradict, denounce and protest 
in the name of God and will earn the 
hatred and opposition of a large seg-
ment of Christendom. 

“Such a man is likely to be lean, rug-
ged, blunt-spoken and a little bit angry 

A new breed of preachers 
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with the world. He will love Christ 
and the souls of men to the point of 
willingness to die for the glory of the 
One and the salvation of the other. But 
he will fear nothing that breathes with 
mortal breath. This is only to say that 
we need to have the gifts of the Spirit 
restored again to the Church. And it 
is my belief that the one gift we need 
most now is the gift of prophecy.”

Uncompromised, unsettled, unyield-
ing, unmovable, unshakable! These 
men will come with unbelievable 
messages to those steeped in unbelief. 
David Wilkerson said once “only 
praying men touch God.” These men 
will be “men of God” who touch God 
and hear from Him. Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
Ezekiel, Amos, Joel, Hosea, Zechariah 
– these men will find good company 
with the coming prophets. They will 
be fully accepted of God and fully 
rejected by men. God will call them 
“blessed” and men will call them 
“cursed.”

Leonard Ravenhill in his book Amer-
ica Is Too Young To Die speaks of the 
true picture of the coming prophets. 
Oh, how sorely we need them: “The 
prophet in his day is fully accepted 
of God and totally rejected by men. 
The group challenged by the prophet 
because they are smug and comfortably 
insulated from a perishing world in 
their warm but untested theology are 
not likely to vote him ‘man of the year’ 
when he refers to them as habituates of 
the ‘synagogue of satan!’

“He is unpopular because he opposes 
the popular in morality and spiritual-
ity. In a day of faceless politicians and 
voiceless preachers, there is not a more 
urgent national need than that we cry 
to God for a prophet! He has no price 
tags. He is totally ‘otherworldly.’

“He lives in the heights with God 
and comes into the valley with a ‘thus 
says the Lord.’ He is the villain of 
today and the hero of tomorrow. He 
is excommunicated while alive and 
exalted when dead! He walks before 
men for days, but has walked before 
God for years. 

“He announces, pronounces, and 
denounces! God talks to him about 
men. He talks to men about God. 
There is a terrible vacuum in Chris-
tianity today. The missing person in 
our ranks is the prophet. The man 
with a terrible earnestness. The man 
totally otherworldly. The man rejected 

by other men, even other good men, 
because they consider him too austere, 
too severely committed, too negative 
and unsociable. 

“Let him be as plain as John the 
Baptist.

“Let him for a season be a voice cry-
ing in the wilderness of modern theol-
ogy and stagnant churchianity.

“Let him be as selfless as Paul the 
apostle.

“Let him, too, say and live, ‘This one 
thing I do.’

“Let him reject ecclesiastical favours.
“Lim him be self-abasing, non-self-

seeking, non-self-projecting, non-self-
righteous, non-self-glorifying.

“Let him say nothing that will draw 
men to himself, but only that which 
will move men to God. Let him come 
daily from the throne room of a holy 
God, the place where he has received 
the order of the day. Let him, under 
God, unstop the ears of the millions 
who are deaf through the clatter of 
shekels milked from this hour of mate-
rial mesmerism. 

God have mercy, 
send us prophets!

“Let him cry with a voice this cen-
tury has not heard because he has seen 
a vision no man in this century has 
seen. God send us this Moses to lead 
us from the wilderness of crass mate-
rialism, where the rattlesnakes of lust 
bite us and where enlightened men, 
totally blind spiritually, lead us to an 
ever-nearing Armageddon. God have 
mercy; send us PROPHETS!”

The message of these men will seem 
strong and extreme to most. They will 
call for utter, immediate, implicit obe-
dience to the commands of the Lord. 
They will call for a turning away from 
sin and from sinful practices. They will 
preach a God-exalting and men-abas-
ing message. They will not be worried 
about men’s self-esteem or happiness 
but rather their clarion cry will be: 
“Holiness Unto the Lord!”

Their message might sound like 
this excerpt of a message preached by 
Carter Conlon: “Run from gospels 
that focus on your success and prosper-
ity. Run from those who use the name 
of Jesus Christ only for personal gain. 
Run from those who are picking your 
pocket in the name of Jesus. Run! 

“Run from gospels that focus only on 

self-improvement, or on three steps to 
a better personality. Run from church-
es where men and not Christ are 
glorified. Run, get out of that place! 
Run from churches where there is no 
Bible, no cross, no searching Word, no 
repentance from sin. 

“Run when there’s no mention of the 
blood of Jesus. It’s an unclean place, 
so run! Run from churches where the 
worship leaves you cold, where there’s 
no sense of God’s presence, because 
they don’t know God. Run! 

“Run from churches where you’re 
comfortable in your sin. If you enter 
God’s house with sin in your life, but 
you’re not convicted of it, you’re sitting 
at a table of devils. Run! 

“Run from pulpits that are filled with 
politically driven men who use the pul-
pit of God for a personal agenda. Run! 
Run from those who preach division 
between races and cultures. Run! 

“Run! Get out! Turn it off. They 
know nothing of God. Run from 
ungodly, spasmodic movements and 
endless empty prophesying. Beloved 
Church. Run for your life! Run from 
preachers who tell only stories and 
jokes. Run like you’ve never run 
before. 

“Run from those who are only after 
money and use one gimmick after an-
other to get it. One foolish thing after 
another to get your money. Run.”

God is going to get our attention. He 
is going to shake “everything that can 
be shaken.” We should be on our face, 
brothers and sisters. Great times of 
shaking are coming. Are we standing 
firm on truth of God or are we allow-
ing the world and its cares to choke 
our spiritual lives? 

God is going to raise up a new breed 
of preachers who will be uncompro-
mising and unrelenting in their procla-
mation of the heart of God. 

Let us also hear one of Mr Raven-
hill’s often quoted lines: “Our pulpits 
today are occupied with puppets rather 
than with prophets, with organisers 
rather than with agonisers.” 

Does that smite? It is true! Let us 
start praying to see God revive, restore, 
renew and revolutionise the Church 
as we know it. We need a mighty 
touch of God’s Spirit and men who 
will speak with that anointing from 
heaven. God is raising a new breed of 
preachers in these last days. Oh how 
we need them!



Prepare the Way18

by Samuel Logan Brengle

IT is one of the shortest, simplest 
stories ever heard, and yet one of 

the sweetest and most wonderful, as 
told by Luke. 

Jesus had been across the sea and had 
cast a legion of devils out of a poor 
fellow. The devils, by His permission, 
went into a big herd of swine, and the 
swine rushed off down a precipice and 
drowned themselves in the sea. They 
preferred death to devils. Wise pigs! 

When Jesus returned to His own 
side of the sea, He found the people 
all waiting for Him, and they “gladly 
received Him.” 

In the crowd was the ruler of the 
synagogue, Jairus, who “fell down at 
Jesus’ feet, and besought Him that 
He would come into his house: for he 
had one only daughter, about 12 years 
of age, and she lay dying.” Jesus went, 
but “as He went the people thronged 
Him.” It was a crowd bursting with cu-
riosity, wondering what He would do 
next, and determined not to miss the 
sight. Jairus was an important person, 
and that added to the interest. 

But in the town was a poor, pale-
faced, hollow-cheeked, ill-clad woman, 
who had been sick with an issue of 
blood for 12 years. The people, no 
doubt, had grown very tired of seeing 
her shambling along week after week 
to see the doctors, upon whom she had 
spent all her living in a vain 12-year 
search and struggle for health. She was 
just a “nobody.” 

The crowd jostled her, crushed her, 
trampled upon her slow, heavy feet, 
blocked her way; but she had a pur-
pose. If she could only reach Jesus, and 
touch but the hem of His garment, she 
was sure her long struggle for health 
would be ended. And so, dodging, 
ducking under arms, edging her way 
through the jam of the great, moving 
crowd, she at last got close to Him, 
and. stretching forth a wasted, bony 
hand, she touched his travel-stained, 

rough, workman’s 
robe, and – Oh, 
something hap-
pened! Instantly a 
thrill of health shot 
through her, and 
she was well! 

And something 
had happened to 
Jesus! The crowd 
had been pressing 
upon and jostling 
Him, but that 
touch of His gar-
ment had thrilled 
through His rough 
robe, and He said, 
“Who touched Me?” They all denied, 
and then Peter spoke up: “Master, the 
people are crowding and pressing in 
on You.” The multitude had touched 
Him, but one timid touch was differ-
ent from all the rest. Jesus said: “Some-
one did touch Me, for I was aware that 
power had gone out of Me.”

Ah! The nobody had suddenly be-
come “somebody.” And somebody she 
was in very truth from that day forth. 
“When the woman saw that she had 
not escaped notice, she came trembling 
and fell down before Him, and de-
clared in the presence of all the people 
the reason why she had touched Him, 
and how she had been immediately 
healed.”

All eyes were turned upon her now. 
Jairus, the important ruler, was just 
one of the crowd. Other people were 
all “nobodies.” No one in all that 
throng had eyes for anybody else than 
just that shrinking, trembling woman, 
and Jesus. 

And then the sweetest words she 
ever heard dropped from His dear 
lips: “Daughter, be of good comfort: 
your faith has made you whole: go in 
peace.” And in peace she went. 

I think from that hour she was by far 
the most interesting woman in all the 
town. 

Oh, she was now “somebody” eclips-
ing everybody else in town. No, not 
everybody! There was a 12-year-old girl 
who was most interesting and much 
talked about, too – Jairus’ daughter. 
Jesus was on the way to heal her when 
this woman stopped the procession, 
and during the delay the little girl 
died. 

Someone came and told Jairus, say-
ing: “Your daughter is dead; do not 
trouble the Master.” But when Jesus 
heard it, He answered: “Fear not: 

believe only, and she shall be made 
whole.” And He went and raised her 
from the dead. 

Now I am sure that while that wom-
an was the most talked about and most 
interesting woman in the town, that 
girl was the most interesting child. 
Those were the two “somebodies” of 
that whole country round about, and 
the secret was that they had come into 
touch with Jesus. Real faith in Jesus, 
vital union with Him, will always 
make an interesting somebody out of a 
dull nobody.  

The child couldn’t go to Jesus; she 
was dead; so He went to her. But the 
woman had to go to Jesus, and this was 
not easy. The crowd was in the way, 
and possibly some of them purposely 
blocked her way. Others may have 
sneered at her; and asked her what 
she meant by edging in front of folks 
who had as much right on the street as 
she. But she shut her ears; she kept her 
own secrets and pressed on as best she 
could till she touched Him, and that 
touch gave her all her heart’s desire and 
rewarded all her effort. 

So, today, people who go to Jesus do 
not always find it easy. Other people 
get in the way. Sometimes they stoutly 
oppose; sometimes they sneer and 
ridicule. Cares and fears and doubts 
throng and press around the seeker; 
darkness of mind and soul obscures 
the way. 

But there is nothing else to do except 
to press on, right on and on; and the 
one who presses on and on will find 
Him, reach Him, touch Him, and will 
get all his heart’s desire and be reward-
ed above all he asks or thinks. 

It is true! I know it is, for I myself so 
sought and found Him, and was satis-
fied, and He satisfies me still. He is a 
wonderful Saviour! Hallelujah for ever 
and ever! Amen.

How a 
nobody 
became a 

somebody
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by Greg Hinnant

WHEN the Sadducees chal-
lenged Jesus with a test 

question, He responded: “Ye do err, 
not knowing the scriptures, nor the 
power of God.” Consider what He 
actually said:
1. You are deceived (though you profess 
to teach the truth).
2. You are ignorant of God’s Law 
(though you pose as experts in it).
3. You don’t understand how power-
ful God is (though you claim to know 
Him).

And consider to whom He said it: 
the Sadducees were powerful national 
religious leaders. How surprisingly 
bold Jesus was!

He had other options. He could have 
abstained from answering. He could 
have been vague: “You may need to 
review, restate, or even revise, your 
beliefs.” 

He could have veiled His correc-
tion with a parable (as He oft en did): 
“Once there was a group of older, dis-
tinguished Bible teachers who didn’t 
fully understand eternity, miracles, or 
the human spirit. So one day God sent 
a humble, young rabbi to help them see 
the light…” 

He could have soft ened His repri-
mand with euphemisms: “Reverends, 
your teaching needs a few minor 
adjustments.” But on this day He chose 
none of these options.

Instead He opted for boldness. Out 
came a straight, blunt answer – the 
naked truth, real and unvarnished! 
“Take or leave it, but this is the way it 
is! You’re spiritually deceived, biblical-
ly ignorant, and in disbelief of God’s 
power!” 

No wonder the multitudes were 
“astonished” at Jesus’ words! He didn’t 
just ruffl  e these religious leaders’ feath-
ers. He plucked them!

Usually bystanders were “astonished” 
at Jesus’ graciousness. He spoke so 
winsomely to the woman by the well, 
so mercifully to the woman caught in 
adultery, so hopefully to Jairus, and 
so tenderly to the outcast man born 

blind! But He could also speak boldly 
and always did so when the time was 
right. 

When the ruler of a synagogue indi-
rectly rebuked Jesus for healing on the 
Sabbath, Jesus directly rebuked His 
critical host pastor: “Th ou hypocrite 
(Luke. 13:15)…” When a Pharisee who 
invited him to dinner secretly judged 
Jesus for kindly receiving a sinful-but-
penitent woman, Jesus openly judged 
His dinner host, contrasting his inhos-
pitableness with the woman’s hospital-
ity: “Th ou gavest me no water for my 
feet. But she… Th ou gavest me no kiss. 
But this woman… My head with oil 
thou didst not anoint. But this woman 
(Luke. �:3�-50)…” 

Blunt, but never 
hateful

In His last week, Jesus publicly 
charged the Scribes and Pharisees 
with true allegations – “hypocrites… 
blind… fools… whited sepulchers… 
serpents (Matthew 23:13-3�)” – know-
ing this would prompt them to crucify 
Him. Th ough on these occasions Jesus 
was bold and blunt, He was never 
hateful, contemptuous, self-righteous, 
or arrogant. He just made piercingly 
straight, precisely true statements.

His disciples did the same. When the 
Sanhedrin asked how they had healed 

a crippled beggar, they responded, “By 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, 
whom ye crucifi ed,” and further as-
serted, “there is no other name under 
heaven… whereby we must be saved 
(Acts �:10-12).” 

Th eir bold rebuke of Israel’s jurists 
– who only days earlier had done 
away with Jesus – was not overlooked. 
“When they saw the boldness of Peter 
and John (verse 13)…” Th eir conclu-
sion? Th e surprising boldness of Jesus 
was now surprisingly evident in His 
followers. “…they marvelled, and… 
took knowledge of them that they had 
been with Jesus.” 

To be like them, and Him, we must 
learn how and when to speak boldly. 
“Th ere is… a time to every purpose 
under heaven (Ecclesiastes 3:1).” Just 
as there is a time to speak graciously, 
there is also a time to speak bluntly 
– to shoot an arrow of truth straight at 
someone’s heart. May the Lord help us 
be willing and ready to do so. But not 
too eager! Temerity is as bad as timid-
ity!

When it’s your time to speak with the 
surprising boldness of Jesus, “Speak, 
and hold not thy peace.” Th e life and 
destiny of some David or Esther may 
depend on it.
© Copyright: Greg Hinnant Ministries, 
www.GregHinnantMinistries.org

The boldness of Jesus
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by Robert W. Martin

THE beginning for the Jews in 
Egypt was great. As a favour 

and reward to Joseph, he and his 
family were given the choice land of 
Goshen in which to live, raise their 
families, and enjoy. However, after 
400 years, a Pharaoh would come 
to power who did not know Joseph. 
Perhaps this bit of Egyptian his-
tory was not imparted to this man 
during his rearing. He would come 
to perceive the Jews as a threat, 
inasmuch as they had multiplied 
into millions. Indeed, “But the sons 
of Israel were fruitful and increased 
greatly, and multiplied, and became 
exceedingly mighty, so that the land 
was filled with them (Exodus 1:7).”

Fearing that the millions of foreign-
ers on their soil could possibly join 
forces with an invading enemy, the 
Egyptian leadership was determined to 
foil any future insurrection by placing 
taskmasters to afflict the Jews: “But 
the more they afflicted them, the more 
they multiplied and the more they 
spread out, so that they were in dread 
of the sons of Israel. The Egyptians 
compelled the sons of Israel to labour 
rigorously; and they made their lives 
bitter with hard labour in mortar and 
bricks and at all kinds of labour in 
the field, all their labours which they 
rigorously imposed on them (Exodus 
1:12-1�).”

And, to supplement the plan and 
restrict growth, a policy of infanticide 
was developed. As the men and women 
were enslaved, toiling beyond reason, 
all the male infants were to be taken by 
Egyptian midwives and killed at birth. 
But the midwives feared God and 
would not do as they were instructed. 

Pharaoh then demanded all Egyp-
tians to take the newborn Jewish 
males and throw them into the Nile, 
to summarily drown and to satiate 

the appetites of writhing, voracious 
crocodiles. Of course, as you well 
know, Moses was spared. 

Their lives were bitter; their spirits 
were beaten down; and their lineage 
became fodder for crocodiles. With 
seeming quiet frustration, the Jews 
would gather straw and walk into 
slime pits to make mortar. The mortar 
and slime would literally eat the flesh 
off their legs. 

The pits would devour many of them. 
The muffled moans of enslaved men 
and the heart-stopping screams of 
newborn babies mingled in the sweat 
and humidity of oppressive Egypt, an-
nihilating hope, destroying the future.

Yet, although they were tortured and 
burdened with great hardship, the Jews 
actually did not pose a threat to Phar-
aoh. There is no record of protest, no 
dreams of rebellion. They developed 
no military plans. They were given to 
a slave mentality, and sadly, even when 
their babies were being killed they 
were strangely docile. These Jews, even 
as their babies are being fed to croco-
diles, carry no placards and plan no 
uprising. 

The Bible says that “when Moses 
had grown up, that he went out to his 
brethren and looked on their hard 
labours; and he saw an Egyptian beat-
ing a Hebrew, one of his brethren. So 
he looked this way and that, and when 
he saw there was no one around, he 
struck down the Egyptian and hid 
him in the sand. He went out the next 
day, and behold, two Hebrews were 
fighting with each other; and he said 
to the offender, ‘Why are you striking 
your companion?’ But he said, ‘Who 
made you a prince or a judge over us? 
Are you intending to kill me as you 
killed the Egyptian?’ Then Moses was 
afraid and said, ‘Surely the matter has 
become known (Exodus 2:11-1�).’”

One day Moses is fighting the enemy, 
defending his people. The very next 
day, ironically and tragically, two Jews 
were striving together. Two Hebrews 
were fighting. They would not dream 
of fighting an Egyptian, but here they 
are fighting one another. Although 
beaten down, with the spirit of life 
sucked out of them, they summon 
enough energy to fight one another. 
They are of the same blood; they are 

of the same promise; they are 
of the same covenant; they 

possess the same hopes 
and dreams. Yet they are 

fighting.
Why are they fighting? 

We don’t even know. They 
were enslaved, living in mud 
huts, yet they are fighting 
each other. Pharaoh is sitting 
on his throne, constantly 

issuing threats, killing children, and 
making their lives bitter, but here they 
are fighting each other. 

Brothers shouldn’t be fighting broth-
ers. The enemy is out there, not in here. 
I proclaim to you today, I will not 
fight my brother. My need for those of 
like precious faith is greater than any 
differences. We are born of the same 
Spirit. We have the same blood flowing 
in us. We are brothers. And the enemy 
is trying to kill us and our children, 
our future. I refuse to fight my brother. 
I must save my energy for the real 
enemy. 

We wrestle not against flesh and 
blood but against principalities, 
against powers, against spiritual wick-
edness in high places, evil forces intent 
on destroying us individually and 
collectively. We must keep our eyes on 
the true enemy. We must join forces 
and beat back the tyranny of Egyptian 
bondage. 

Why do Christians fight? Is it over 
who gets credit? Is it over who gets to 
preach? Is it over who sings the lead 
part? We exchange blows over petty 
things when we need to be fighting 
weightier issues – abortion, drugs, por-
nography and perversion, the strength 
and sanctity of marriage. We are too 
easily distracted, and the enemy sits on 
his throne and grins at our ignorance. 

We need one another. We have to 
deal with enough out there. Our 
churches should be places of refuge. 
We shouldn’t be so harsh and judg-
mental of our precious saints. If we 
are not careful, we’ll spend more time 
beating them up than lifting them up. 

I don’t want any of our people to 
leave. I don’t want any of them to be 
lost. Sometimes people suggest, “You’ll 
be better off without them anyway.” 
My soul cries out, “No! They are my 
brothers.” We have the same blood, the 

I will not fight my brother
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same promise. I know we don’t always 
agree; I know offences will come, as 
Jesus said. But disagreements and 
offences don’t have to separate us. We 
can grow from them. We can become 
stronger through them. 

Preachers, love your saints. Feed 
them. Protect them. Fight for them, 
not with them. “Oh, but I’m preach-
ing the truth.” Fine, but preach it with 
love, not with arrogance or on an ego 
trip. Don’t preach it to kill. Preach 
it to heal. Preach redemptively, not 
condemningly. Don’t get so frustrated 
that you take a swipe at a saint of God, 
even if it is behind the pulpit. 

I have a segment of Sunday-morn-
ing-only folks. But I’m not going to de-
stroy them because they don’t come all 
the time. I could make life so miserable 
and bitter for them that they simply 
don’t come at all. But no! I would 
rather they be there some of the time 
than not at all. At least I have a little 
influence. 

Don’t be so angry because every-
one doesn’t get with you all the 
time. Sometimes they don’t get 
with it because you’re not saying 
anything worth getting with you 
about.  

We think saying a few Pente-
costal clichés will do the job. We 
want them to respond just 
because we’re standing there 
hollering at them. Maybe if we 
spent more time praying and studying, 
spent a little more effort to have some-
thing better to preach, they might get 
with us out of excitement rather than 
out of command. Come on preachers, 
let’s lead them to a higher level, and 
not try to beat them there. 

Preacher, you can’t make it your 
agenda to force the harvest. Just do the 
will of God – plant and water – and 
God will give the increase. Love the 
church. It’s Christ’s body. 

I will not fight my brother. I know 
we don’t agree on every issue that is 
discussed. We believe in one God, bap-
tism in Jesus’ name, the infilling of the 
Holy Spirit, holiness, and the develop-
ment of the fruit of the Spirit, and that 
is enough for me. We must accentuate 
our commonalities and refuse to fight 
over the inconsequential. Egypt beats 
us up enough. I refuse to fight my 
brother.

I have grimaced in meetings when I 
have heard preachers attempt to devise 
plans to get rid of a preacher. I’m not 

talking about over immorality or 
false doctrine. I’m talking about just 
because some have a hard time getting 
along – over petty disagreements; over 
castle-building mindsets instead of 
kingdom-building mindsets; because 
of lordly preacher egos that refuse to 
humble themselves to one another; 
over an attitude that I’m always right 
and you are always wrong. 

Let’s work to get preachers in, not 
try to devise means to get rid of them. 
Our potential is limitless, if we don’t 
fight and strive with one another. Let 
us echo what Abraham told Lot, “Let 
there be no strife between us, for we be 
brethren.” We be brethren. Abraham 
was willing to lay aside his pride and 
ego to keep a brother. Sometimes we 
spend too much time defending our 
pride and protecting our ego, and not 
enough time loving and forgiving.

Don’t let your hurt feelings, pride, or 
ego cause you to lash out at a minister. 
Be creative in ways to keep good men, 

not spend time devising means to get 
rid of them because they threaten 
your leadership. Even as we reach 

out to saints in our churches, let us 
reach out to preachers and pastors 
of other churches. I will not fight 
my brother. 

We are deceived when we see en-
emies in our allies. Paul informed 
the Galatians, “You shall love your 
neighbour as yourself. But if you 

bite and devour one another, take care 
that you are not consumed by one 
another. But I say, walk by the Spirit, 
and you will not carry out the desire of 
the flesh (Galatians 5:1�-1�).”

Biting and devouring is birthed from 
lust and carnality. To possess a warring 
spirit is not spiritual, and that applies 
to preacher relationships as well. James 
said, “What is the source of quarrels 
and conflicts among you? Is not the 
source your pleasures that wage war in 
your members (James �:1)?”

We must not fight our brothers. We 
must not bite and devour one another. 
We must not fight and bite and devour 
one another. Rather, we must remem-
ber the words of Christ when he said 
to eat His body and drink His blood. 
I am persuaded that if we have more 
of Jesus flowing through our veins 
and being digested in our spirits, we 
will have less bitterness, unforgive-
ness, warring and lusting, biting and 
devouring flowing out of us. We need 
more of Jesus and less of us. 

One of the 
tragedies of the 
two Hebrews fighting was 
that they turned on Moses, 
causing him to flee to the wil-
derness for �0 years. A whole 
generation was lost because 
two men chose to fight each 
other rather than the real enemy. A 
generation was lost to crocodiles, and 
a generation was lost in the wilderness. 
Deliverance was put off for �0 years. 
The Old Testament had to drag its feet 
for �0 years. Christ’s coming was de-
layed �0 years. Pentecost was delayed 
�0 years. Cornelius and the conver-
sion of Gentiles was delayed �0 years. 
We are already a generation behind. A 
generation was given up because God’s 
people fought each other. 

We don’t have more time to waste. 
Follow peace with all men. Be merci-
ful. Be forgiving. Give the benefit of 
the doubt. Don’t harbour grudges. Let 
go of things holding you back. Be free. 
Promote liberty. We don’t have time to 
fight one another. I will not fight my 
brother. 

Our children are counting on us. The 
next time you clench your fists, would 
you look over there – the Egyptians 
are trying to kill our children. Some 
of you have lost children. Some of you 
are dealing with devastating sicknesses 
infecting your children. The crocodiles 
wait on the banks. Come on. Drop 
your weapons and join hands. 

Our marriages are counting on us. 
The next time you clench your fists, 
would you look over there – the Egyp-
tians are trying to destroy our marriag-
es. As we fuss over the insignificant, 
the real enemy is destroying our love 
and commitment. We must love our 
wives. We must embrace our children. 
I will not, I must not, fight my brother. 

Revival is depending on us. The next 
time you clench your fists, would you 
look over there – the Egyptians are 
succeeding in directing more souls to 
hell. Someone else dies and faces eter-
nity while we fight and strive with one 
another. We can’t afford to fight. I will 
not, I must not, fight my brother. 

Would you unclench 
your fists, 
reach out to 
someone close by, 
and pray for your broth-
er? He’s not your enemy. 
Pray for your sister. She’s 
not your enemy.
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by David Gardiner
Greatest Hits
Amy Grant

A little over 30 years ago 
a 15-year-old school girl 
wowed executives at Word 
records with a demo re-
cording her friend, Brown 
Bannister, had put together 
– and the rest is a large 
chunk of Christian music 
history. With enough songs 
to fill a triple-disc “best 
of ” collection, how do you 
begin to narrow it down to 
19 songs? Every Amy Grant 
fan is probably going to have 
one or two personal favour-
ites but for the most part 
this an exceptionally well 
thought out set covering 
everything from her self-ti-
tled debut to 2001’s Simple 
Things with a natural bias to 
her most successful record, 
Heart In Motion, including 
hits such as El-Shaddai and 
Thy Word.

Hardcore Amy Grant fans 
will already have most of 
these songs, but for the un-
initiated this is a good sum-
mary of what that 15 year 
old has done with the rest of 
her life and a reminder as to 
why she is still so well loved 
by many.
Similar Artists: Nicole 
Nordeman, Sara Groves
Previous Albums: Simple 
Things, Behind the Eyes

Brand new Day
Jonathan Butler
Capetonian Jonathan Butler 
is already a household name 
to fans of urban jazz, but 
it’s only in recent years that 
he has 
found 
a whole 
new 
calling in 
bringing 
his sound 
into the worship arena. 
The gospel music genre is 
saturated with sound-alikes, 
so it’s hardly a shock that 
the fresh approach Jonathan 
has taken is capturing atten-
tion, fusing elements of jazz, 
funk, urban gospel and even 
orchestral arrangements. 

Together with good friend 

Israel Houghton, Jonathan 
Butler is moving gospel 
worship into a new era and 
doing it with music that 
doesn’t have to be played 
by a 50-piece orchestra and 
sung by a hundred-strong 
choir. A lot of his peers may 
overkill on the big sound 
and complicated arrange-
ments but this album blows 
most of them away in its 
simplicity and heartfelt lyr-
ics, showing that in worship 
less is often more. 
Similar Artists: Israel 
& The New Breed, Kirk 
Whalum
Previous albums: The Wor-
ship Project, Falling In Love 
With Jesus.

Remedy
David Crowder Band
How do you begin to follow 
up on an album like A Col-
lision? Twenty one tracks 
that took 
you on a 
journey 
through 
hillbilly 
music to 
rock and 
into deep worship without 
breaking stride and without 
shifting focus away from our 
Lord – could it be beaten? 
Rather than try to outdo 
themselves, David Crow-
der Band chose instead to 
surprise everyone yet again 
with a more conventional 
studio album, 10 songs mi-
nus the frills that made its 
predecessor something you 
had to listen to as a whole. 
Is it a disappointment? No, 
far from it. 

Oh, that a dozen other 
bands could mix a modern 
sound with passionate lyr-
ics so easily. There is that 

familiar blending of styles 
from the mild disco beats 
of Can You Feel It? to the 
simple ballad Surely We Can 
Change but worship teams 
will find a lot of the songs 
adapt very well to congre-
gational worship especially 
since Jesus is always so evi-
dent in the lyrics. 

Does it beat Collision? No, 
but it certainly equals it in 
quality. Everything about 
this album has been meticu-
lously put together (even 
down to having the lyrics 
printed as hospital records) 
and although 10 songs may 
seem like short-change, one 
listen and you’ll have got 
your money’s worth.
Similar artists: Chris 
Tomlin, Delirious, Robbie 
Seay Band
Previous Albums: A Col-
lision, Illuminate, Can You 
Hear Us?

Honor’s Reward
John Bevere
Come on now, be honest 
with yourself, when last – or 
when, ever, for that matter 
– did you 
think of 
honour as 
being one of 
God’s spir-
itual laws 
that opens 
up the gates 
of heaven? As only he can, 
John Bevere goes down deep 
into the Word here to reveal 
to us that how we respect, 
honour and value others 
(including parents!) deter-
mines our rewards. 

He also shows us that, 
scripturally, there are three 
levels of reward – full 
reward, partial reward, and 
no reward. A great read on a 
fresh subject!
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Prepare the Way 
days for 2008 

There will be three Prepare 
the Way days at Mt Zion 

Church, Merrivale (KZN) 
this year – on April �, 

August 3 and November 
23. Peter Pollock will be 

preaching at all three events 
and, as usual, you are in-

vited to make a day of it and 
stay for a (free!) braai and 
fellowship afterwards. For 
more details, please phone 

(033) 330� 135.

Mighty men gather 
again
Angus 
Buchan’s 
Mighty Men’s 
Conference 
will take place 
on Shalom 
farm near Greytown from 
April 18-20 with the theme 
“Dying to Live.” Go to 
www.mightymen.org.za for 
an information page and 
registration form. For any 
further queries, contact the 
Shalom office on (033) �1�-
1�95.

All stories courtesy ASSIST 
News Service
The Rotten Banana 
Awards
Movieguide, a family guide 
to movies and entertain-
ment found-
ed in 1985 
by media 
literacy 
teacher and 
pundit Dr 
Ted Baehr, 
has picked 
Oscar win-
ner There Will Be Blood as 
the worst, most anti-Chris-
tian “Rotten Banana” of the 
200� film season. 

“There Will Be Blood has 
one of the worst, most 
superficial stereotype of 

Christian preachers ever 
put on film,” Dr Baehr said. 
“The acting in this movie 
is highly over-rated. It’s 
much easier to play a villain 
like Daniel Day-Lewis’s 
character than to play a 
hero, as Will Smith does so 
effectively in I Am Legend, 
one of the best movies of the 
year.” 

Arab information 
ministers vote to 
limit information
At the request of Egypt and 
with the support of Saudi 
Arabia, the Arab Minis-
ters of 
Infor-
mation 
gath-
ered in 
Cairo 
on February 12, 2008 to 
consider a new charter to 
regulate Satellite TV con-
tent. Entitled “Principles for 
Organising Satellite TV in 
the Arab World,” the char-
ter is both defensive and 
defiant, aimed at protecting 
Arab regimes and Islam, 
whilst defying all advocates 
and sponsors of progress, 
openness and liberty. Qatar 
(home to Al Jazeera TV) 
and Lebanon were the only 
Arab states to object to the 
charter. All other Arab 

states agreed to adopt it, 
with the Egyptian informa-
tion minister, Anas al-Fiqi, 
saying his country would be 
the first to implement the 
charter.

The charter requires that 
satellite broadcasting not 
offend the leaders or na-
tional and religious symbols 
in the Arab world, and not 
damage social harmony, 
national unity, public order 
or traditional values. It must 
conform to the religious 
and ethical values of Arab 
society, taking into account 
its religions, prophets, sects 
and symbols, and it must 
protect Arab identity from 
the harmful effects of glo-
balisation. 

Death of Larry 
Norman
Larry Norman, the original 
“Jesus Freak” has died after 
a long battle 
with heart 
problems. 

With his 
long blond 
flowing 
hair, Nor-
man was a 
true pioneer 
of Christian rock music 
with hits like Why Should 
The Devil Have All The 
Good Music and I Wish 
We’ d All Been Ready. 

For years, he was a 
permanent fixture on 
Hollywood Boulevard, 
where, despite being 
a star with Capital 
Records, he would spend 
his days and nights shar-
ing one-on-on with the 
lost youth of Hollywood 
about the love of Jesus 
Christ. 

He is also credited with 
inventing the “One Way 
To Jesus” finger-pointing 
sign. 

Belarus Imposes New 
Controls on Foreign 
Religious Workers
Belarus has tightened its 
already strict regulations on 
foreign religious workers. 
Belarus is located in Eastern 
Europe, east of Poland. 

According to a story by 
Geraldine Fagan on Fo-
rum 18 News Service, the 
changes – which shadow 
elements of the restrictive 
2002 Religion Law – come 
as Catholics, Orthodox and 
Protestants prepare to sub-
mit over 50 000 signatures 
petitioning for changes to 
that Law to the state au-
thorities. 



Prepare the Way2�

by Carrie Judd Montgomery
“For you have need of endurance, so that when 
you have done the will of God, you may receive 
what was promised (Hebrews 1:36).”

A PECULIAR blessing is pro-
nounced in the Bible upon 

those who, in loving patience, wait 
upon God for the fulfi lment of His 
promises. 

We all know how necessary is the 
faith which overcomes the world. We 
pray, it may be, in great faith, and then 
because God tries that faith, to work 
His beautiful patience in our souls, we 
murmur and allow our faith to waver.

Th rough faith and patience the saints 
of old inherited the promise, and we 
are exhorted to be “followers of them 
(Hebrews �:12).” Abraham’s great 
faith, as recorded in the Scriptures, 
is a marvel to our doubting hearts, 
but have we thought much about the 
wondrous patience of Abraham’s faith? 
Aft er he had patiently endured he ob-
tained the fulfi lment of the promise.

David, the man aft er God’s own 
heart, was blessedly taught by God’s 
Spirit this waiting upon the Lord. 
Again and again he declares his patient 
trustfulness in the Rock of his salva-
tion, in words like these:

“My soul waits in silence for God 
only; From Him is my salvation. My 
soul, wait in silence for God only, For 
my hope is from Him (Psalm �2:1&5).”

“Our soul waits (literally, waits ear-
nestly) for the Lord; He is our help and 
our shield (Psalm 33:20).”

“My soul waits for the Lord More 
than the watchmen for the morning; 
Indeed, more than the watchmen 
for the morning (Psalm 
130:�).”

“I would have 
despaired 
unless I 
had be-
lieved 
that 
I 

would see the goodness of the Lord 
In the land of the living. Wait for the 
Lord; Be strong and let your heart take 
courage; Yes, wait for the Lord (Psalm 
2�:13&1�).”

“I waited patiently for the Lord; And 
He inclined to me and heard my cry 
(Psalm �0:1).”

Th ere are many weary souls whose 
prayers have seemed to return un-
heeded from the throne of God, whose 
hearts are sick with hope deferred, 
and who are almost ready to say, like 
the discouraged King of Israel, “Why 
should I wait for the Lord any longer 
(2 Kings �:33)?”

Will you not, then, dear disheartened 
ones, cease your impatient struggles 
and, having presented your petitions in 
Jesus’ name, rest in the sweet patience 
of faith, and wait in calm expectation 
before the Mercy Seat?

Th e trying of your faith works pa-
tience, and thus the very waiting time 
is developing precious fruit to the glory 
of the Father.

To 

those who in sickness and weakness 
of body are looking for the “goodness 
of the Lord in the land of the living,” 
let the reminder come just now with 
peace and power: “Th ey that wait upon 
the Lord shall renew their strength.” 
And not only shall their former 
strength return, but through the Spirit 
of God quickening their mortal bod-
ies, they shall experience a fullness of 
life which “shall mount up on wings as 
eagles” and which shall enable them to 
“run and not be weary” and to “walk 
and not faint (Isaiah �0:31).”

Nor is this restful waiting upon God 
for the manifest fulfi lment of His 
promise at all inconsistent with that 
active faith which declares the work 
already accomplished by the fi nished 
work of Christ. While we are exhorted 
to the patience of faith, we are warned 
against the slothfulness of unbelief. 
“And we desire that each one of you 
show the same diligence so as to realise 
the full assurance of hope until the 
end, so that you will not be sluggish, 
but imitators of those who through 
faith and patience inherit the promises 
(Hebrews �:11&12).”

Like one of God’s warriors of old, we 
may say in this “good fi ght of faith:” 
“O Lord, our God, we rest on You, and 
in Your name we go against this great 
multitude (2 Chronicles 1�:11).”

“And therefore will the Lord wait 
that He may be gracious to you... 

blessed are all they that wait for 
Him (Isaiah 30:18).”

The 
Patience Of 

Faith
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