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by Horatius Bonar

A CHRISTIAN is a copy of 
Christ. His inner and outer 

man are to be copies of Christ. It is 
Christ’s footsteps he is to walk in. It 
is Christ’s image that he is to reflect. 
It is not Paul, nor Peter, not Luther, 
nor Calvin that he is to copy, but 
Christ Himself. Other models may 
illustrate this, and so help in the 
imitation of Christ; but only in do-
ing this are they useful; otherwise 
they are dangerous. What then is a 
Christian man (or woman)?
1. He is a man of faith.

It was by giving credit to God’s word 
that he became a Christian; for it is 
by faith that we become sons of God. 
And his whole life is to be a life of 
faith. As Christ lived by faith on the 
Father, so does he. Christ is his model 
as a believing man. The more that he 
understands of Christ’s life, the more 
will he see the faith that marks it, and 
will learn to copy it, to live, act, speak, 
and walk by faith.
2. He is a man of prayer.

In this, too, he follows Christ. 
Christ’s life was a life of prayer. In 
the morning we find Him praying, a 
great while before day. All night we 
find Him praying more. No one, we 
would say, less needed prayer; yet no 
one prayed more. And the disciple 
imitates the Master in this. He prays 
without ceasing. He is instant in 
supplication. His life is a life of prayer 
– constant intercourse with God.
3. He is a man of hope.

Christ looked to the joy set before 
Him, and so endured the cross. He 
anticipated the glory, and so was a 
man of hope. There is the hope, the 
same glory, the same joy for us. Our 
prospects are bright, and we keep 
them ever in view. The kingdom, the 
crown, the city, the inheritance, these 
are before our eyes. They cheer, and 
sustain, and purify us. Were it not 
for the hope, what would become of 
us? What would this world be to us? 
Learn to hope as well as to believe.
4. He is man of holiness.

He is the follower of a holy Master. 

He hears the voice: Be holy, for I am 
holy. He knows that he is redeemed to 
be holy, to do good works, to follow 
righteousness, to be one of a peculiar 
people. He is not content with being 
saved; he seeks to put off sin, lust, evil, 
vanity, and to put on righteousness, 
holiness, and every heavenly charac-
teristic. He seeks to rise higher and 
higher; to grow more unlike this world 
– more like the world to come. He 
marks Christ’s footsteps, and walks in 
them. He studies the Master’s mind, 
and seeks to possess it; mortifying his 
members and crucifying the flesh. He 
aims at shining as He shone, testifying 
as He testified.
5. He is a man of love.

He has known Christ’s love, and 
drunk it in, and found his joy in it. So 
he seeks to be like Him in love; to love 
the Father, to love the brethren, to love 
sinners, to show love at all times, in 
word and deed. His life is to be a life 
of love, his words the words of love, his 
daily doings the outflow of a heart 
of love. He is to be a living 
witness of the gospel of 
love. Love – not 
hatred, nor 
coldness, 
nor 

malice, nor revenge, nor selfishness, 
nor indifference. Love such as was in 
Christ – that he endeavors to embody 
and exhibit.
6. He is to be a man of zeal.

“The zeal of Your house has con-
sumed Me,” said Christ. His life was 
one of zeal for God – zeal for His 
Father’s honour and His Father’s busi-
ness. So is the disciple to be “zealous of 
good works.” Zeal, steady and fervent 
– not by fits and starts; not accord-
ing to convenience, but in season and 
out of season; prudent, yet warm and 
loving; willing to suffer and to sacri-
fice; not sparing self or the flesh, but 
ever burning. Zeal for Jehovah’s glory, 
for Christ’s name, for the Church’s 
edification, for the salvation of lost 
men. This is to give complexion and 
character to his life.

These things should mark a Chris-
tian. He must not be content with less. 
He’s to grow in these things; not to be 
barren, not to stagnate, not to be luke-

warm, but to increase in resemblance 
to his Lord; to be transformed 

daily into His likeness, that 
there may be no mis-

take about him 
as to who or 

what he 
is.

What is a Christian?
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By Peter Pollock

THE Prophet Samuel was dis-
traught! The people demanded 

a king. The behaviour of his sons 
had contributed hugely to this 
demand but he was nevertheless 
aghast. Shaken to the very core, he 
cried out to God in disgust. 

Maybe there was just a hint of rejec-
tion in his disappointment? But God 
had been expecting this. Through Mo-
ses, God had spoken prophetically in 
terms of the “monarchy” issue, so this 
all came as no surprise. God allayed 
any feelings of inadequacy that Samuel 
might have felt by stating emphatically 
that the people were rejecting Him 
(Almighty God) not Samuel, when 
they sought a king!

However, God did tell Samuel to 
warn the people about kings. This the 
prophet duly did at some length, but 
the populous were still adamant. They 
wanted a king, someone to fight their 
battles. They wanted to be like the 
other nations!

As tough as this might be to accept 
in the context of the way we live, plain 
and simply we reject God when we 
seek a king. When we search for a 
ruler, a sovereign king, we are in fact 
undermining God! 

At the very least, we are attempting 
to “downsize” God, relegate God to 
our level, when we replace Him with 
men and systems. And yet it is the only 
way we know! It is a huge problem, 
this issue of leadership. Untold damage 
and suffering has resulted from lead-
ers, their power and their influence. 
And this is particularly scary when it 
happens in the “church” with the way 
we worship and idolise men and their 
ministries. 

There are no answers and solutions 
down here or outside Jesus Christ, irre-
spective of how profound or dynamic 
any individual might appear!

Anyway, despite the gravest warn-
ings, the people were determined to 
have a king, so God relented. Give 
them a king, he told Samuel. What 
God did, in fact, was to hand them 
over to the consequences of their god-
less desires. We are the product of our 
choices, the sum total of our desires, 
and so, as the people demanded a king, 
the “Saul syndrome” was ushered in!

Saul was tall and handsome, physi-
cally imposing, and that was a good 
start. We humans are that way in-
clined. We judge by the outward 
appearances and we like it best the 

Hollywood way! The Spirit then came 
upon the tall and handsome Saul and 
he was transformed into a new and 
different man. The prophet Samuel 
declared: “God is with you” and then 
flowed the anointing. Saul was blessed. 
He prophesied, and this rattled a few 
cages! Signs abounded and battles were 
won and Saul was firmly entrenched as 
monarch. 

It is interesting to note, however, that 
while God had graciously acceded to 
the people’s wishes, and given them a 
king, the prophet, God’s mouthpiece, 
still nagged and warned: “You will 
realise the evil thing that you did when 
you asked for a king.” 

Indeed it is important to realise 
that while God may relent in allow-
ing something to happen, it still does 
not alter His opinion on the matter 
nor does it negate its negative effect! 
Indeed the kings of Judah and Israel 
present a long and sad tale of woe and 
misery. Some �2 kings came and went 
with only a handful of relative “suc-
cesses!”

It was not the way God wanted it. 
He is immutable, meaning that he 
does not change His mind, or need to! 
So we have to accept that even today, 
man’s way of ruling, whatever we may 
want to call it, or however we want to 
label and package it, is still woefully 
inadequate!

The people wanted a king. God gave 
them Saul and graciously supplied all 
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the necessary attributes. Saul ruled for 
�2 years and finally committed sui-
cide. He fell on his sword!

What happened? And what can we 
learn from his demise?

His first big mistake occurred at 
Gilgal, as they awaited a confronta-
tion with their traditional enemy, the 
Philistines. The Israelites were quak-
ing in their boots with fear as they 
anticipated the arrival of Samuel to 
make the burnt offering. The men were 
becoming a bit agitated, as was Saul, so 
the king chose to go ahead and do the 
offering himself. 

Just as he had finished, Samuel ar-
rived. “What have you done?” asked a 
bewildered Samuel. Saul had chosen to 
do his own thing. He had overstepped! 
Saul had “intruded” on God’s awe-
some domain and he would pay dearly. 

Maybe we don’t think today that 
we can “trespass” holy ground but I 
believe that we do just that when we 
undermine or misrepresent God’s holi-
ness. God is awesome; is to be utterly 
revered, and to be feared. And that has 
never changed! Saul thought he could 
offer sacrifices in Samuel’s stead. What 
arrogance! What presumption! 

Saul had made “light” of it, had “be-
littled” the awesome things of God. 
And there would be steep consequenc-
es. I believe we need to be very careful 
that we do not do the same, offering 
“profane” fire like Aaron’s sons. Samu-
el’s sons also had been “dishonest” and 
“perverted!” God does not tolerate 
arrogance and presumption. God still 
does select and anoint his own and 
does not abide impostors. They come 
to grief, sooner or later. Believe it!

Impatience was also Saul’s problem. 
He just could not wait. The “right-
now-Lord” brigade is still going strong. 
Patience and persistence are two 
hallmarks of faith but we want it right 
now. And, of course, when things go 
awry we are quick with the same expla-
nations that Saul offered. I “thought” 
and I “felt compelled” – haven’t you 
heard that before? The bottom line is 
that there is flagrant presumption and 
just no fear of God.  We are taking 
God for granted!

God is not there just to rubber-stamp 
our fancy ideas or plans. And Jesus 
Christ is not a magic genie just wait-
ing to be of service to fulfil our carnal 
dreams, fancies and fantasies! God is 

in charge, not us. Patience is a virtue, 
a fruit of faith. Saul had also compro-
mised with King Agag and the Amale-
kites. God had told him to “totally, ut-
terly destroy” and “do not spare them.” 
Along comes the devil with his “surely 
not” philosophies. Wiping them all 
out? Surely not! That’s a bit harsh for a 
God of love, grace and mercy! 

“I saved the best as a sacrifice” was 
Saul’s lame explanation. But then 
finally, when that excuse fell flat, he 
blamed the soldiers! Once again it was 
arrogance and self-justification. Obedi-
ence is better than sacrifice! Rebel-
lion is as witchcraft! Stubbornness is 
idolatry! That was the nub of Samuel’s 
answer from God.

Presumption! Compromise! Diso-
bedience! And God cuts Saul off. He 
removes the Spirit.

God does do these things. Believe 
it! Saul responded with remorse, not 
repentance. And there was the inevi-
table explanation. “I feared the peo-
ple… I obeyed their voice” –claimed a 
pathetic Saul. Indeed, people-power is 
still the devil’s greatest ally. 

Interesting, too, that at this point 
Saul grabbed Samuel’s robe. People in 
Saul’s spiritual state continue to do the 
same thing as they shoot the messen-
gers! They attack the “church” and the 
“preachers” when they recognise that 
God has either left them or never been 
with them.

 
But Samuel was not intimidated. 

The true prophet always stands firm. 
God never relents on His Word. Now 
comes the second interesting response 
from Saul. “Okay! So be it! I may not 
have God but I must keep up my ap-
pearances. I have got my pride. At least 
honour me before the elders and the 
people!” – that was Saul’s sickening 
plea.

God had left. Samuel had left. But 
the “king” lives on. He always does! 
The “king” in each of us is the ego, 
that “I-me-and-myself ” monster, that 
even settles for being without God, but 
keeping up pretences!

Moody and depressed, that was Saul’s 
regular disposition, though he did get 
temporary relief when David came 
along and played the harp. Music can 
“soothe” but it can never eradicate the 
problem. Jesus is a permanent solution 
not a temporary crutch. “Soothing” 
tends to be a seeker-friendly temporal 

solution while the permanent solu-
tion is a considerably more substantial 
gospel!

Envy and jealousy plagued Saul. The 
anointing that rested on David con-
sumed Saul with bitterness and hatred. 
He made 21 attempts on David’s life 
and even turned on his own son, 
Jonathan! Saul hated God’s man. He 
recognised him as a threat and fought 
him, even though he knew that God’s 
favour rested upon his foe! Ridiculous, 
isn’t it?

Saul lost control, making some bad 
decisions. Anger and resentment were 
constant companions, thanks to that 
distressing spirit that came from God. 
Discontented! Ever critical. Pointing 
fingers. Moaning! And utterly de-
ceived. Yes, he even believed that God 
had delivered David into his hands. 
What deception.

Finally he sought a “familiar” spirit, 
the witch at Endor! Familiar spirits are 
always available! The devil just loves to 
tickle spiritually dead and deaf ears. 
Satan is always around to fool those 
who want to get tangled in his spiritu-
al spider-web. The Bible tells us that we 
can’t contact the dead or speak to our 
ancestors. The Holy Spirit will never 
go that route or endorse that doctrine, 
so we know that it is direct from the 
pit of hell! Diabolical. Demonic. 
Monstrous. An abomination! It was 
all those things!

And the consequences are self-de-
struction, as witnessed with Saul. It is 
an individual choice. Literally, figu-
ratively, spiritually and symbolically, 
Saul fell on his own sword! 

The Saul Syndrome is highly recog-
nisable. Saul and David still co-exist in 
the church. They are not just the goats 
and the sheep, but are more specifically 
found in the leadership echelons. It’s 
a deeper resentment because the spirit 
of Saul really does hate the spirit of 
David! It is a spiritual difference that 
ensures that the house remains divided 
against itself. 

But God moves on! “I will not always 
contend with man,” said God. “Let 
the dead bury the dead,” said Jesus. He 
never chased after the rich young ruler.

As God said: “Samuel! Stop mourn-
ing. Fill your horn with oil.” Go find 
the Davids. Those who have a heart 
after me. Don’t be misled by appear-
ances. Don’t chase after the Sauls. They 
will surely go the way of the world!

Dictionary definition of “syndrome:” 
concurrent symptoms of disease!
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by Helen Gardiner
“Arise, shine;
For your light has come!
And the glory of the Lord is risen upon you.
For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth,
And deep darkness the people;
But the Lord will arise over you;
And His glory will be seen upon you.
Th e Gentiles shall come to your light,
And kings to the brightness of your rising 
(Isaiah 6:1-).”

THIS Scripture is one which has 
been brought many times in 

recent years. Prophetic people have 
seen it as pertaining to the Church 
of Jesus Christ in these last days.

Well, we are certainly seeing the 
ever-increasing spiritual darkness of 
the spirit of antichrist permeating the 
earth, and also a surge of birth pangs 
(in the form of wars, natural disasters, 
catastrophe and lawlessness) heralding 
the fi nal hour. Now, at last, too, the 
glory and the power of the risen Lord 
is arising upon those who are Christ’s.

Th is year, 200�, is so crucial. At 
the beginning of the year, the Lord 
spoke to me about this being a year of 
perfection, completion and Sabbath 
rest for His people. Th ere needed to be 
a striving to enter that personal rest of 
full salvation, where the land within 
God’s people could be fully taken and 
possessed by the Holy Spirit. 

Th e time of visitation had to transi-
tion into transformation and ulti-
mately habitation – not just for one or 
two, or a handful of God’s people, but 
for very many.

Here we are now more than mid-

way through the year, and yes, that is 
beginning to happen. His beauty and 
radiance is beginning to be seen upon 
His passionate little ones. Th is, in 
preparation for a fi nal harvest, before 
the Church is taken out, at the rap-
ture.

I have noted, in accounts I have read, 
how oft en God’s people, when they 
are close to going to be with Him, are 
overtaken with the radiance of His 
glory. Consider the account of many 
a martyr. So, it is and will be for the 
Church in her fi nal hour. What a time 
we are living in!

I know that this work of the Lord’s 
is primarily His workmanship, but 
nevertheless it requires our active co-
operation. It is not a time to be passive.

Quite a time ago, my husband John, 
found a copy of an old manual of the 
“Possess Th e Land” course. Th is course 

was devised by counsellor, pastor and 
missionary from the United States, 
Carroll Th ompson. 

When John brought the manual 
home, I looked through it briefl y; 
decided it was “jolly good” and put it 
away in a bottom drawer.

Many years ago, in the late ‘80s, I 
had fi rst encountered the course. We 
had just moved to Amanzimtoti, and 
joined a church pastored by Ian and 
Rosanne Gourlay. At that time, a visit-
ing Bible college principal and pastor, 
Fiona Desfountaine, had just com-
pleted conducting this course during 
mid-week sessions with the people of 
the church.

I personally never got to experience 
the course, but the people were very 
much abuzz about it. What seemed 
to have had the most impact was the 
section about occult roots; and people 
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were very concerned with seeing to it 
that their homes were rid of any and 
all occultic objects. I remember one 
woman was concerned about the soy 
sauce bottle in the fridge because it 
had a picture of a Chinese dragon on 
it.

We ourselves were later involved in a 
ministry to those in the occult – and 
occultic objects were a point of con-
cern. With hindsight, I think I was 
overly concerned with sifting out gnats 
in those days. I was immature; as were 
many in the Church. 

I think in those days, we were not 
capable of tackling strong meat. And 
“Possess The Land” does have strong 
meat, especially in dealing with the 
taking of the ground of the soul, the 
land within.

Much of the church 
is passive

Sadly, much of the Church today 
is passive. In the introduction to the 
course, the author says, “God gave the 
land of Canaan to the Israelites. The 
giving was God’s part, the taking was 
Israel’s part. The land was theirs but 
they had to possess it. What is given is 
not automatically yours… The Church 
has occupied a rather passive role as if 
it has a defeated attitude in the face 
of the enemy that rules in the world. I 
believe God is saying to His Church, 
‘Rise up and rule in the midst of your 
enemies!’”

So, some weeks ago, I felt led to pick 
up that old manual, and felt that I 
should work through it and teach it, at 
the women’s discipleship group in the 
local church…

Now, most of these women have 
walked long with the Lord, and are 
devoted to Him. They are sincere and 
committed disciples.

We began to tackle the course, and 
for many there was a receiving of a 
flood of light, especially into areas of 
deception and passivity. Interestingly, 
those who had done the course before, 
in years gone by, found they had un-
derstood and digested little back then.

So, this is a course which really is 
worth revisiting at this time. I found, 
in teaching it, I was able to add quite a 
lot from personal revelation, testimony 
and experience, to the bones of the 

notes.
I chose to skip the one section on in-

ner healing, and especially the practice 
of invoking Jesus’ presence and re-
walking a painful memory with Him.

I do believe at times, as we walk 
with Him, He takes us back to pain-
ful memories and gives us the grace 
to forgive and be healed of the hurts, 
wounds and bruises.

I also realise that many of us as chil-
dren were not raised by born-again, 
committed Christians, and neither 
were we ourselves seeking to walk with 
the Lord sincerely, so in a sense the 
Lord was something of a helpless on-
looker upon those painful experiences. 

Once we are born again, however, 
and He lives in us by His Spirit, He 
certainly proves Himself to be the 
God of all comfort who gives us His 
love to bear all things.

As a discipleship group, we also did 
not study or focus on the informa-
tion in the course, given about various 
occultic practices, simply because I felt 
we had received light in the past in 
these areas, and such bondages gener-
ally had already been dealt with.

I have found that there are some 
sincere disciples in the Church today, 
who have a great desire to be truly 
spiritual, and yet they have fallen prey 
to the deception of the enemy. They 
think true spirituality means passivity 
and an emptying of one’s own mind 
and will. They do not understand that 
the Holy Spirit does work within the 
fullness of all man’s faculties. 

While the spirit of man is meant to 
dominate, over the soul (comprising 
mind, will and emotions) and flesh, 
the latter faculties are not to be va-
cated by that man. We are not meant 
to be vacuous zombies or spiritualistic 
mediums, in the way that the occult 
works. We are not meant to “empty” 
our minds or ourselves as occult practi-
tioners do. 

Jesus comes in by His Spirit and 
works with what we have and what we 
are and He changes, renews and re-
educates the matter within, to become 
like Him and renewed in accordance 
with the Truth of His Word.

Deception, possibly wrought be-
cause of a latent inherited occultic 
mediumistic ability, has caused people 

to open themselves up to demonic op-
pression and possession, even thinking 
they were opening themselves up to 
the baptism of the Holy Spirit.

“Possess the Land” explains these 
things and is laden with Scripture, 
and is so helpful, and, I would really 
recommend that discipleship groups 
lay hands on this course and work 
through it at this time.

The Lord has been and is still so 
empowering His Church with the su-
pernatural, but we need to understand 
all about the Lord’s supernatural, and 
also the enemy’s supernatural, so we 
can discern the difference – operating 
in the former and rejecting and resist-
ing the latter.

In order for the glory of the Lord to 
arise upon His people; there is a need 
for us to be flooded with light, and for 
there to be no darkness at all: not the 
darkness of sin and wickedness, nor 
the darkness of deception and passiv-
ity, nor the darkness of hurt, rejection 
and unforgiveness. Christ needs to fill 
all in all – within me, within you.

As we co-operate with Him in this, 
we receive full salvation, the salva-
tion or redemption of our souls. That 
brings “joy inexpressible and full of 
glory (1 Peter 1:8&9).” So His King-
dom comes into us and into our lives, 
and with it, the power and the glory of 
that Kingdom which is His. A glory 
visible even to Gentiles or non-believ-
ers and kings, as espoused in the pas-
sage of Scripture from the beginning 
of Isaiah 60.

His glory, His beauty, 
His radiance

Right now, as I look upon the pas-
sionate Bride, who follows the Lamb 
wherever He goes, I am beginning to 
see His glory, His beauty, His radi-
ance…

Many are awaiting a coming revival; 
looking for that external cloud “small 
as a man’s hand,” but I think that 
revival may be kindled as God’s power 
and glory arises upon His people, and 
the inner rivers of life within each one 
begin to flood the banks and impact 
the surrounding wilderness and dark-
ness of the world.

It is Christ within, who is our hope 
of glory. The hope of glory, visible even 



Prepare the Way8

to the world in these days of darkness.
A number of years ago, author, 

teacher and pastor Francis Frangipane 
brought a prophetic word which to 
this day still holds good…

“We live within a time frame the 
Bible calls the ‘periods of restoration 
(Acts �:21).’ Since the reformation, the 
truth of Christ has been progressively 
restored to His Church. Since the dark 
ages, every time Christ’s Presence has 
been more fully revealed, it is because 
a ‘virgin church’ has been in labour to 
bring Him forth. 

“Th e Holy Spirit impregnates a 
Martin Luther or a John Wesley, a 
housewife or a teenager in Bethlehem 
– a person whom God knows will 
continually say ‘yes’ to Him – with a 
vision of the Living God. Th e vision 
spreads to others where it is tested 
with persecutions and refi ned with 
fi re, but it spreads. 

“Yes, those people are fl awed. Truly, 
not one of them is perfect. But along 
the way their vision of God possesses 
their souls. Th ey become the ‘woman 
clothed with the sun,’ the virgin 
church who is ‘…in labour and in pain 
to give birth.’

“As Her hour nears, this virgin 
church lays aside her many tasks to 
focus on Her one great commis-
sion. Th rough intense prayer and the 
agonising of the Holy Spirit, in groan-
ings too deep for words, she embraces 
her appointed destiny – until the very 
voice of Christ Himself is heard again 
through her prayers: ‘Lo, I have come 
to do Th y will, O God!’ 

“Birthed in His Spirit and in His 
power, fused together through love 
and suff ering, this holy people be-
comes as it were a ‘body (God) hast 
prepared.’

“Even now, hell trembles and the 
heavens watch in awe. For I say to you 

– once again, ‘the virgin is with child.’
“Before Jesus Himself returns, the 

last virgin church shall become preg-
nant with the promise of God. Out 
of her travail the body of Christ shall 
come forth, raised to the full stature 
of her Head, the Lord Jesus. Corpo-
rately manifested in holiness, power 
and love, the Bride of Christ shall arise 
clothed in white garments, bright and 
clean. 

“During this last and greatest move 
of God, great darkness shall cover the 
earth. Even as in the judgement of 
Egypt, it will be a darkness that can 
be felt. Yet, in the midst of darkness, 
the visible, powerful glory of the Lord 
Jesus shall rise upon the virgin church.

His glory shall be 
seen upon them 

“His glory shall be seen upon them. 
Nations shall be drawn to their light, 
kings to the brightness of their rising. 
Radiant shall they appear, for their 
hearts shall possess the beautiful Star 
of the Morning. In holy array, from 
the womb of the dawn, their light shall 
exult like the dew.”

In recent years, the enemy has done 
so much to divide and splinter the 
corporate body of Christ, the “virgin 
church” mentioned above. Th ere is a 
need for networks of unity in these 
days, and this magazine hopes to foster 
that unity. We need to ensure that 
each one of us is joined to the body, 

and not seeking to function as a sepa-
rate or individual part.

In praying for the Church at this 
time, I have found a couple of Scrip-
tures to be a point of focus:

“Let those who love Him be like the 
sun when it comes out in full strength 
(Judges �:�1).”

“But the path of the just is like the 
shining sun, Th at shines ever brighter 
unto the perfect day (Proverbs �:18).”

Here is how our risen King appeared 
to John on the island of Patmos…

“He had in His right hand seven 
stars, out of His mouth went a sharp 
two-edged sword, and His counte-
nance was like the sun shining in its 
strength (Revelation 1:16).”

Worship leader Robin Mark has 
brought out a new CD entitled East Of 
Th e River. Th e album begins with an 
instrumental piece, entitled Some Place 
East Of Th e River. I fi nd the presence 
of God invoked by this piece over-
whelming. Th e tears fl ow profusely 
and the sobs wrack as I see with the 
eye of the Spirit, a breath-taking vision 
of the most magnifi cent clear river I 
have ever seen; it is so full and fl ow-
ing. Th e waters are iridescent as a full, 
unclouded sun rises upon its waters.

Lovers of Christ, Bride of Christ, 
“Arise and shine…”

Continued....

Send us your 
prayer requests
THE Prepare the Way Prayer 
Network is a fast and eff ective 
way of getting urgent prayer 
requests out to the wider 
church – and we are grate-
ful to the Lord for a number 
of answered prayers in recent 
months. 

If you have a prayer request 
for yourself or on behalf of 
others, please e-mail us at 
prayer@prepare.co.za, giving 
as much or little detail as you 
would like. And if you would 
like to be part of the network, 
please e-mail us at the same 
address.
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by Basilea Schlink

EVERYTHING that is an en-
emy of love is sin. Indeed, the 

sin against love is the greatest sin, 
because love is the greatest achieve-
ment of Jesus’ redemption.

Self-pity is one of the sins against 
love. Having compassion for others is 
an attribute of love. But when we pity 
ourselves, we only love ourselves, not 
others. Our love is on the wrong track; 
it has a false object. Although our love 
should really belong to our neighbours, 
we withdraw it from them and become 
guilty of withholding love from them. 
Self-pity belongs to the “ego-illnesses.” 
We pamper our egos, in which this sin 
sits; yet this sin will have to die if the 
new man is to arise.

This is especially evident during 
times when God chastens and judges 
us. During such times we often pity 
ourselves. It is especially dangerous, 
because we usually do not recognise 
it as a sin and do not realise that our 
self-pity strengthens our “old man.” 
It places us in the enemy’s hand and 
deprives us of the possibility of over-
coming in our fight against sin.

The root of self-pity is our reluctance 
to admit that we are sinners, who need 
to be chastened. If we recognised our 
sins and mistakes, we would be grate-
ful when God begins to attack them, 
when He judges and chastens us, 
even though it might hurt. Instead of 
pitying ourselves and complaining, we 
would only find that what we have to 
suffer in the way of chastening is much 
too little.

Those who pity themselves do not 
have the right attitude towards sin. 
Although they do not realise it, they 
cannot admit their sin. When they get 
into trouble, they accuse God instead 
of themselves and thus they set up a 

barrier against God, they even call 
down His wrath upon themselves and 
forfeit their heavenly glory. Those who 
pity themselves do not act according 
to the words of Scripture, “Strive... for 
the holiness without which no one will 
see the Lord (Hebrews 12:1�).”

They are not consumed by the desire 
to attain holiness and see Jesus. Rather, 
they are fascinated by their own egos. 
When they are being chastened and 
judged by God, they complain that 
things are not going well with them. 
That makes them incapable of seeing 
that it is the chastening that will help 
them “share his holiness (Hebrews 
12:10).” 

Nor can they see that satan is stand-
ing behind them, laughing scorn-
fully when they complain and pity 
themselves. For now he has attained 
his goal, they have fallen prey to an 
idol: their own egos. Satan knows that 
self-pity furthers every other sin and 
therefore it is a triumph for him.

Yes, with our self-pity we are react-
ing just the opposite of how the Holy 
Scriptures say we should act. We 
should judge ourselves. That means 
that we are supposed to judge ourselves 
especially severely when God judges 
and chastens us. 

The Apostle Paul writes, “But if we 
judged ourselves truly, we should not 
be judged. But when we are judged by 
the Lord, we are chastened so that we 
may not be condemned along with the 
world (1 Corinthians 11:�1&�2).”

The Holy Scriptures are challeng-
ing us to take a stand against our “old 
man,” to condemn it with its sin so 

that God does not have to do this one 
day. “It is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God (Hebrews 
10:�1)” for God, the judge, is a consum-
ing Fire. That is why our goal must 
always be to let ourselves be judged for 
our egoistic sins like self-pity. We must 
condemn ourselves so that the judge-
ment of God, His severe punishment, 
will not strike us in eternity.

We must renounce our self-pity with 
complete resoluteness. We cannot af-
ford to give any room in our hearts to 
self-pity, which nourishes many other 
sins.

At the very first thought of self-pity 
that comes to us, we must call upon 
the blood of the Lamb and say aloud, 
or to ourselves:

I do not want to have anything more 
to do with self-pity; I am a sinner and 
need this judgement and chastening. I 
am receiving a lenient punishment for 
what my deeds are really worth.

For the sake of Your redemption, Jesus, 
I will not let You go unless You change 
my self-pity into compassion for others. 
I want to condemn my self-pity ever 
anew, so that You will not have to judge 
me for it one day.

Then Jesus will have compassion on 
us; then He will finish His work of 
education in us and take us out of this 
school again at His timing. When we 
take measures against our self-pity 
without sparing ourselves, God the 
Father will spare us and lovingly treat 
us like His own Son. 

Self-pity and making excuses are the 
soil that nourishes our sin. Whoever 
wants to be set free from his sin must 
pull it out of this soil no matter how 
high the price.

Extracted from You Will 
Never Be The Same 

by Basilea Schlink

Recognise it for what it is...



Prepare the Way10

ONE hundred years ago Wales 
was gripped by one of the most 

powerful movements of God in his-
tory. Wales has periodically been a 
land of religious revivals. Griffi  th 
Jones, Hywel Harris, Daniel Row-
land, William Williams (the “Welsh 
Charles Wesley”) led earlier awak-
enings in the 1th century. 

But nothing matched the spiritual 
intensity and social transformation 
produced by the Revival of 190�-�. 
Th is was a divine intervention that 
drastically changed life in churches, 
homes, mines, factories, schools and 
even places of leisure and entertain-
ment.

In February, 190�, in a meeting in 
New Quay, the earnest, sincere words 
of 1�-year-old Florrie Evans, who 
simply stated: “I love Jesus with all my 
heart,” were electrifying. Person aft er 
person arose and made full surrender 
to Jesus. Th e news of the service spread 
throughout the area as young people 
testifi ed in other churches.

When, seven months later, Seth 
Joshua visited West Wales, he found a 
remarkable “revival of spirit.”

Th at same month, Evan Roberts 
was returning to Newcastle Emlyn to 
prepare for the Christian ministry. 
Roberts came from Loughor, a village 
between Swansea and Llanelli. Now 
aged 26, he had been praying for 1� 
years for the power of the Holy Spirit. 
When he became a collier, at the age 
of 12, the Bible had been his constant 
companion and prayer his continuous 
recreation. While a young coal miner, 
a page of his Bible was scorched during 
an explosion underground. Th e page 
that was burned was 2 Chronicles 6, 
where Solomon prayed for restoration. 
Th is desire for revival became his pas-
sion.

As a result of his long and persist-
ent yearning aft er God, he had a 
life-changing encounter with God 
in the spring of 190�. Th is was the 
launch-pad for his later ministry: “At 
one o’clock in the morning, suddenly 
I was awakened up out of my sleep, 
and I found myself, with unspeakable 
joy and awe, in the very presence of 

Almighty God. And 
for the space of four 
hours I was privileged 
to speak face to face with 
Him as a man speaks face 
to face with a friend... it 
was every morning for three or four 
months. I felt it changed my nature. I 
knew that God was going to work in 
the land, and not this land only but in 
all the world.”

At the close of an early morning 
meeting at Blaenannerch, Seth Joshua 
prayed, using the words, “Bend us,” 
and in the 9 o’clock meeting those 
words burned in the heart of Evan 
Roberts. He fell on his knees, with his 
arms on the seat in front, and his tears 
felt like blood gushing from his face. 
Aft er two terrible minutes, he cried 
out, “Bend me! Bend me! Bend me!”

Aft erwards he wrote: “It was God 
commending His love that bent me, 
and I not seeing anything in it to 
commend. Aft er I was bent a wave of 
peace fi lled my bosom… I was fi lled 
with sympathy for the people who will 
have to bend in the Judgement Day, 
and I wept. Aft erwards, the salvation 
of souls weighed heavily on me. I felt 
on fi re to go through the length and 
breadth of Wales to tell about the 
Saviour, and had such a thing been 
possible I was ready to pay God for be-
ing allowed to go!”

At a meeting held during 
his fi rst week back at Loughor, he 

made known the four things that he 
considered necessary for revival: 

Confession of known sin 
Removal of everything doubtful 
Entire commitment to the Spirit 
Public confession of Christ
Th e meetings continued in the 

second week and on Sunday, Novem-
ber 1�, Evan Roberts began a lengthy 
fi rst tour through Glamorgan. He was 
consumed with a passion to see Wales 
transformed by Jesus.

Simultaneously, revival was breaking 
out in many other places and spread-
ing like wild-fi re all over Wales.

In the next 1� months, Evan made 
four prolonged journeys throughout 
Wales, seeing remarkable conversions. 
Also, hundreds of overseas visitors 
fl ocked to Wales to witness the revival 
and take it back to their own lands.

Amazing happenings repeatedly 
occurred in meetings. Young men and 
women testifi ed fearlessly; others were 
bowed in prayer; some sang songs of 
Zion or traditional hymns. Tears, sobs 
and songs of praise were intermingled, 
continuing until the early hours of the 
morning. A key note was simple spon-
taneity. Th ere were no hymn books 
– folk had learned hymns in child-
hood – no choir, for everybody sang; 

Wales, 
‘The dynamite is working!’
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no collection and no advertising.
Evan Roberts was ready to be to-

tally radical and obedient to the 
Holy Spirit. James Ogden, an English 
visitor, commented on a meeting in 
Merthyr Tydfil:

“Evan Roberts stood up, said some-
thing in Welsh, and immediately every 
window in the place was smashed. 
It appeared Evan Roberts had told 
those who were near windows to break 
them: the cool air was admitted and 
the crowd outside could see inside, and 
took part in the singing. The Revivalist 
said that the salvation of one soul was 
of more importance than the fabric 
of the chapel… Evan Roberts never 
prepares an address, but speaks as the 
Spirit gives him utterance… Another 
striking fact was that two-thirds of the 
congregation consisted of men, and 
nearly half were young men.”

His spirit was often a joyful one He 
would walk up and down the aisles, 
swinging his arms and clapping his 
hands, jumping up and down at times 
and always smiling warmly at each 
new arrival. He often played down his 
own importance. “This movement is 
not of me, it is of God. I would not 
dare direct it… It is the Spirit alone 
which is leading us.”

Evan Roberts’ work was essentially 
that of a catalyst, moving quickly 
from meeting to meeting, spreading 
the fire and leaving others to continue 
the blaze. He was not so much a Bible 
expositor or an eloquent preacher (as 
in previous Welsh revivals) but a man 
with a burden. God had sent him to 
warn, exhort, invite and plead lovingly. 
Underlying this was a great compas-
sion. He was heard to cry out on one 
occasion, “How can I repay Him for 
the privilege of going through Wales 
to proclaim His love?”

“In Wales today all is spontaneous. 
The dynamite is working, explosion 
follows explosion, and already scores of 
thousands of rough, hard stones have 
been loosened from the quarry of cor-
rupt humanity… Is it to be wondered 
at that there is tumult and confusion? 
Better the confusion of the city than 
the order of the cemetery…” This was 
the assessment of Jessie Penn-Lewis, 
the well-known writer and speaker 
who founded the Welsh Keswick Con-
ference and the Overcomer magazine, 
written in the heat of the Revival.

The “dynamite” impacted society 
in remarkable and far-reaching ways. 

Judges were presented with white 
gloves signifying no cases to be tried. 
The police became “unemployed” in 
many districts as crime fell drastically. 
One story is told of policemen who 
closed their station and formed a choir 
to sing at the Revival meetings! Long-
standing debts were paid, and family 
feuds were healed.

Alcoholism was halved. The bars 
were deserted; dance halls, theatres 
and football matches all saw a dra-
matic decline in attendance. Gamblers 
and others normally untouched by the 
ministry of the church came to Christ. 
Public confession of sin and stubborn-
ness became commonplace in meet-
ings as the Spirit of conviction spread 
through gatherings.

In many places, shop-keepers closed 
their businesses in order to hurry to 
chapel for meetings that might con-
tinue for many hours (though some, 
like miners on shifts, were able to 
“come and go”). “This is the finger of 
God,” revivalist speaker, Gipsy Smith, 
reported: “It is the Acts the Apostles 
up to date.”

Springing to new life
So many miners had been converted 

that pit ponies stopped work because 
they could not understand what was 
being said to them, so used were they 
to being sworn at and receiving blows! 
Revival prayer meetings before shifts 
became commonplace with hymn 
singing and testimonies, and there 
were frequent “underground” conver-
sions. Remarkably, industrial produc-
tion spiralled upwards.

“Everything sprang into new life. It 
was the young people who responded 
with the greatest alacrity to the chal-
lenge of absolute surrender and con-
secration to the service of the Lord… 
With ever-increasing momentum, 
the movement advanced, creating 
unprecedented excitement among the 
churches and the secular institutions 
outside (David Matthews, I Saw The 
Welsh Revival).”

National newspapers also reported 
the events. The Times in London ob-
served that “The whole population had 
been suddenly stirred by a common 
impulse. Religion had become the 
absorbing interest of their lives.” Local 
newspapers, like the Western Mail, 
daily carried reports of revival happen-
ings and messages, including numbers 
of converts from different towns and 

villages!
Lloyd George, who later became Brit-

ish Prime Minister, saw one of his po-
litical rallies taken over by the Welsh 
Revival. He was deeply impressed as 
one girl prayed in the presence of 2 
000 people. He became a firm sup-
porter of the revival, longing for the 
effects to reach the political, social and 
economic life of the nation.

Some of the characteristics of the 
revival could not have been anticipated 
– the role of women, for example, who 
were inspirational in the gatherings 
and testimonies and often became the 
mainstay of the ongoing prayer life of 
local chapels. Women were also active 
in outreach, social and pastoral care:

“Young women knelt with vagabonds 
of the road who had casually turned 
in for a night’s lodging… they visited 
the homes also and cottage meetings 
became the vogue. In this way the 
influence of the revival was felt in the 
poorest dwellings… Monetary assist-
ance was promptly given to dress ne-
glected children and feed half-starved 
families… This was not the exclusive 
influence of any one locality. Cities, 
towns and villages throughout Wales 
felt the same (David Matthews).”

Within the church, many who had 
counted themselves Christian knew 
life-changing experiences. There was 
also a new unity of purpose felt across 
the denominational divides. For some 
years afterwards, throngs of people 
filled all types of churches to capacity.

Remarkably, within six months, an 
estimated 100 000 souls were con-
verted to Christ. However, the ripples 
in the pond spread far and wide. Many 
came from other nations to witness 
personally what was happening. 

The Revival was the farthest reach-
ing of all revival movements. In time, 
it affected the whole of the evangeli-
cal cause in India, Korea and China, 
renewed revival in Japan and South 
Africa and sent a wave of awakening 
over Russia, Africa, Latin America, 
parts of Europe and the South Seas.

We leave the last word to one report-
er on the Revival: “Today the dynamic 
is working. Is it a marvel that there are 
explosions? And where there are explo-
sions is it a marvel that there is confu-
sion? Out of the chaos will emerge the 
cosmos; out of the confusion, order 
and beauty and life (S.B.Shaw).”
With grateful acknowledgements to Jesus Army 
fellowship
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by Henry Frueh
“But God forbid that I should glory save in 
the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ (Galatians 
6:14).”

CHRISTIANITY. In secular 
dictionaries it is described as 

one of the world’s great religions 
started by a man named Jesus about 
2 000 years ago. The world sees it as 
a religion of love and one whose fol-
lowers try to emulate Jesus. They see 
many different denominations with 
many different beliefs and practices. 

Throughout the centuries movements 
and denominations and even cults 
redefined and altered the essence of 
Christianity. Some, like the Jehovah’s 
Witnesses, denied the divinity of 
Christ and teach a salvation of works. 
The Mormon church again changed 
Jesus and have a host of bizarre teach-
ings. The Seventh Day Adventists at-
tempted to combine the Old and New 
Testament as a modern-day practice 
including Sabbath worship and food 
laws. The Roman Catholic Church 
claims to be the true church built 
upon the Apostle Peter and they also 
teach a salvation through works. And 
there are many, many more offshoots 
of the true faith with every day seeing 
the birth of new ones.

But sometimes under the radar dur-
ing even the most apostate times was 
the true and invisible church of Jesus 
Christ. These believed that the church 
of Jesus Christ was built upon the 
Rock which is Christ Himself, and 
that entrance into this body was by 
grace through faith in the Lord Jesus 

Christ. Without being born again no 
one would see the kingdom of God, 
and to believe on the Lord Jesus was 
to surrender your life and pick up His 
cross and follow in His steps.

Becoming a believer was to also be-
come a follower, the two substantiated 
each other and a life of sacrifice was 
taught from the Word itself.

But today we see a rushing mighty 
wind of change without the power of 
the Spirit or the tongues of holy fire. 
This is the wind of man. Religious men 
write books of intricate and thought-
provoking spiritual nonsense that has 
much of the immature church spell-
bound by its post-modern newness. 

The modern “theologians” can no 
longer abide a cross centred Christian-
ity with the atonement at the centre. 
Today’s writers take a more liberal and 
humanistic view of Christianity that 
has at its forefront deeds of man rather 
than the deed of God. Christianity has 
now been dismantled and the many 

different streams of doctrine are carving 
out a course which runs downstream and 
eventually fully emptying into the ocean 
of a man made-religion that uses, not fol-
lows, the Lord Jesus.

Peruse the bookstores, the sermons, or 
the blog nation and search for writings 
that centre and speak of the cross. Do you 
find many? The centre of Christianity, in 
fact the centre of all history, is the cross. 

Repulsive and unsophisticated to today’s 
menu of intellectualism, the cross is more 
jewellery than reality. But any Christian-
ity that downplays the cross is not Chris-
tianity at all, it is a collection of teachings 
that are missing the single mooring that 
must authenticate them all. 

The Lamb that was slain before the 
foundation of the world has His most 
sacrificial and redemptive act of love 
relegated to a doctrinal nod and not the 
centre of our very lives. Without the cross 
you have the sounding brass and tinkling 
of carnal man.

If you had to define Christianity in two 

I will 
glory 
in the 

Cross
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words they would be Jesus, and the cross. 
And those two words, one the Author the 
other His act, are being maligned, twist-
ed, and contoured to fit conveniently into 
this new age of post-modern Christianity. 
And the sing-song musings that sound so 
nice and present themselves as exciting 
explorations of refreshing perceptions of 
those two words are actually dismantling 
them both. 

I cannot imagine the Lord God Al-
mighty anything but angry at what men 
are doing to the immutable essence of His 
Son and His cross.

Since the first creative Word, God’s eyes 
were fixed upon Golgotha. Now I believe 
in the orthodox view of the Trinity, but 
I have often wondered if God always 
existed in separate Personhoods. I wonder 
if God separated Himself for us, so He, 
God, could come to this earth without 
leaving His heavenly dwelling place. It 
doesn’t matter, but this I know, God 
embraced the cross before He even came 
as the Lord Jesus.

So instead of dwelling and loving and 
bowing and meditating and weeping 
before the cross, we find it struggling 
to find a place in our preaching, much 
less our conversation. When was the 
last time you saw a brother or sister in 
the grocery store and as you fellow-
shipped you made a remark about the 
cross? People would think you were 
unbalanced. Have you ever picked up 
the phone and called a friend to share 
how much the cross means to you? 

We speak of that blessed tree in the 
abstract as a point of doctrinal order, 
but can we speak with quivering lips 
and broken hearts over the glory of 
God’s suffering gift to us? Nothing can 
cast a shadow over the cross, it has cast 
an eternal shadow over all of creative 
history, and the glory of His wounds 
remind all of heaven that the cross has 
provided the redemptive triumph that 
gained us the entrance into His resur-
rected presence.

Can you fathom it? We will be 

afforded an entrance into the very 
presence of the Risen Christ, for ever 
and ever. The very words seem so su-
perficial because we are still bound by 
this body of sin, but I cannot imagine 
trying to find words with which to 
worship the Lamb that was Slain. 

The cross. God on the cross. God 
on the cross for me. God on the cross 
suffering for me. God on the cross suf-
fering for me and enduring my sinful 
shame. Who can really know it, and 
if we ever actually caught a definitive 
glimpse of the cross would our knees 
buckle no matter where we were? As I 
pumped petrol and the Spirit afforded 
me an unusual picture of the Crimson 
Tree would I fall to my knees immo-
bilised, or would I retain my precious 
composure?

I was walking in utter darkness seek-
ing my own pleasure-filled existence, 
a rebellious enemy of God with my 
fleshly eyes set on my own. And one 
day, in March of 19��, I saw the cross, 
and Him who suffered upon it. 

Poor representations 
of its glory

The Spirit quickened my understand-
ing and suddenly I saw all the crosses 
on churches, and around the necks 
of men and women, and painted on 
buildings, and I saw them all as poor 
representations of the glory that was 
the cross. 

A good Jew on a Roman cross sud-
denly exploded into my understanding 
as Saviour and Lord. 

I was drawn to Jesus and His cross, 
and then one glorious day I realised 
it was for me, He suffered for me. Oh 
wonderful day, the day I saw the cross 
and the Lamb it carried for what it 
was: my redemption. I was nothing, I 
had nothing, and suddenly I felt like 
I was His, which was all I have ever 
wanted or needed.

So let all the new movements rel-
ish their intellectual gyrations, their 
innovative doctrines, their disman-
tling etymologies, and their mercurial 
banter, I will glory in the cross. 

Simple, but forever glorious.
So I desire this little musing to do 

one thing: raise high the cross of Jesus 
for all to bow before and again, afresh 
and anew, say “Precious Lord, You and 
You alone are worthy to receive all the 
glory. We see Your cross and are amazed 
at our sin and Your blameless suffer-
ing… for us.”
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by Greg Gordon
“Help, Lord, for the godly man ceases to be, 
For the faithful disappear fr om among the 
sons of men (Psalm 1:1).” 

THE psalmist penned this 
startling observation in his day 

but how true for us as it speaks of 
our current situation. As another 
translation states: “have vanished 
from amongst men.” Spurgeon 
states on this verse: “For the godly 
man ceaseth; the death, departure, 
or decline of godly men should be a 
trumpet call for more prayer.” 

Where are the men of God in our 
generation who are likened to the 
apostles, prophets, and believers of 
God in the Scriptures? Th ose who 
walked aft er God in the power of His 
might. 

I want to say fi rstly we are called to 
be strangers in this world a people 
set apart to God and His purposes. 
Secondly, there are many who claim 
to be “people of God” yet are false and 
malign the Name of God. And thirdly, 
God is willing even today to work in 
your life to make you a person He can 
call His own and do great exploits 
through. 

I can name so many who have 
reached that “high-calling” in Christ 
Jesus in the recent past. Men like: 
Moody, Finney, Wesley, Whitefi eld, 
Payson, Bounds, Ravenhill, dare I 

go on? It seems like there has been 
an ending of a line of men who were 
born not of this world, peculiar to the 
ways and habits of this world. Men 
of another sort who were so heavenly 
minded they were of no earthly use. 

Just looking at the list found in He-
brews 11 gives you a picture of a people 
God could unashamedly call His own. 
God desires to make a Name for Him-
self in the earth. Is the world worthy 
of you? Are you accepted? Th ink of 
Christ who was mistreated, maligned 
and murdered! How can the world 
accept you if it didn’t accept Him? 
Does the Spirit of Christ truly have its 
abode in you? 

Leonard Ravenhill said he could read 
Hebrews 11 everyday and weep over it. 
“Of whom the world was not worthy!” 
they wandered around, sojourning as a 
diff erent race of men. 

“Not accepting deliverance!” Oh the 
stubbornness of their testimony and 
belief in Christ, they were not willing 
to accept defeat knowing they were 
serving the Lord Jesus Christ who was 
victorious. “Th ey were stoned, they 
were sawn asunder.” Imagine it! Can 
we accept this as normal Christianity? 
Are we willing to suff er for the Lord 
Who suff ered for us?

And when I hear about the next 
man of God, it usually ends in disap-
pointment. How can God bless men 

of God with such a powerful enduing 
of power only to have them quite soon 
aft er fall into gross sin, or teach such 
heretical and devilish doctrines? Th ere 
are so many people in the last �0 years 
who have had an appearance of godli-
ness, but it’s questionable whether they 
truly walked in the Spirit. 

God does not entrust an abundance 
of His Spirit with a person who would 
not be a good caretaker of the respon-
sibility given. He entrusts Himself 
with people who have been tested and 
shown faithful with the small things. 
How many of the leaders and so-called 
anointed men of God these days 
would lay on their sides for �0 days if 
God told them too! Ah! But faithful 
Ezekiel did! 

How many cry day and night over 
the sins of their nation. Forget money, 
size of ministries, spiritual gift s, Lord 
give us even a small portion of the 
burden that Jeremiah had for the lost. 
Th ese are desperate times and require 
desperate measures. Help us to see the 
world that is burning alive before our 
eyes as we apathetically sit back in our 
pews not alarmed over the urgency of 
the matter. Give us eyes to see, awake 
us from our slumber! 

Rise up, men of renown, not in 
earthly wisdom or stature, but renown 
for their faith. People willing to go 
anywhere, do anything! A generation 
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of believers like Jacob who will not let 
go until you move God. 

The Lord desires to move on our 
generation... He is hovering over the 
waters... let the burden of prayer and 
pleading get heavy and the Lord will 
break through. 

There is a restlessness in my soul and 
many others for the Lord to show 
Himself strong on our behalf. I do not 
want to be as much in the world as I 
can, and still call myself a “Christian.” 
No! Ten thousand times No! I want to 
be separate and holy before the Holy 
God I serve. We have to be a different 
type of people, seeking those things 
which are above. How long will the 
Church go on till it realizes that it’s in 
the world and not being effective for 
Gods Kingdom? 

Horatius Bonar once wrote: “I looked 
for the Church and I found it in the 
world, I looked for the world and I 
found it in the Church!” Surely we 
must not feel comfortable in this world 
– we are aliens, foreigners, strangers in 
the world. We are to be salt and light 
in this dark and perverse generation in 
which we live. Oh for men that are so 
heavenly they are of no earthly use. 

These are the type of men needed in 
these days – a different race of men.

We need desperateness for the times 
we live in. The world needs revival or 
it’s over! There is such a falling away of 
any moral standard or rules, people are 
doing what they wish, or what seems 
right to them. God is being taken out 
of the governments, and nothing but 
a nation-wide awakening of souls will 
stop this landslide of immortality and 
filth. 

Start today. Stop tempting God, and 
make it your supreme desire to have 
Christ reign in His rightful place in 
your life. Be honest with yourself, 
wake up out of your complacency and 
see your nakedness. And dare I say to 
you Christians: “Repent! For the time 
is short and we will stand before the 
One to whom we must give account 
for every word spoken and every deed 
done.”

Surely you will have the words of 
Jesus ringing in your ears “Blessed is he 
who hears the words of God and obeys 
them.” God is a holy God and we need 
to be a holy people. A different people 
set apart to God, strange to the world 
yet precious in the sight of Christ. 
“He who has an ear, let him hear what 

the Spirit says to the churches.” God 
is calling for a different race of men! 
Will you hear this call?

The Church historian David Smith-
ers retells the lives of two spiritual gi-
ants from the past. Oh, to realise that 
we can walk in their same ways. They 
were men of like passions! Consider 
these two saintly lives: Robert Murray 
M’Cheyne and William Bramwell. 
Surely they were a different race of 
men.

“‘It is not how long you live, but how 
you live that counts.’ Robert Murray 
M’Cheyne was a living example of this 
often neglected truth. At 2� years old 
he was ordained and inducted into the 
church of St Peters at Dundee. At �0 
years of age he finished his course, dy-
ing in the spring of 18��. 

“Like John the Baptist and the 
Saviour Himself, M’Cheyne ushered 
in Christ’s kingdom in just a few short 
years. It was during his brief public 
ministry that Scotland experienced 
one of its greatest revivals. 

better acquainted with 
jesus than any man

“M’Cheyne’s power in the pulpit was 
the result of his intimate knowledge of 
Jesus. He could boldly say, ‘I am better 
acquainted with Jesus Christ than I 
am with any man in the world.’ Often 
as he preached the entire congregation 
was brought to tears. 

“M’Cheyne’s diary and letters de-
scribe for us some of these precious 
meetings. He wrote, ‘It was like a pent-
up flood breaking forth; tears were 
streaming from the eyes of many, and 
some fell on the ground groaning and 
weeping and crying for mercy.’ 

“At other times men and women were 
so overcome with grief and conviction 
that they literally had to be carried out 
of the church. ‘In some areas whole 
congregations were frequently moved 
as one man, and the voice of the min-
ister was drowned out by the cries of 
anxious souls.’

“M’Cheyne’s voice, eyes and gestures 
spoke of the tenderness of Christ. It 
was not Robert Murray M’Cheyne the 
people saw, it was Jesus. M’Cheyne 
declared, ‘A man cannot be a faithful 
minister, until he preaches Christ for 
Christ’s sake – until he gives up striv-
ing to attract people to himself and 
seeks only to attract them to Christ.’” 

“The life of William Bramwell is 

a vivid picture of one who followed 
hard after God and as a result truly 
lived. Motivated by a fervent love and 
a haunting view of eternity, William 
Bramwell sought the face of Jesus with 
all his heart. 

“It is in a letter written by Mr 
Bramwell in 180� that we get a glimpse 
of the driving passions that motivated 
his life and ministry. He writes, ‘Pray, 
O pray, my brother! Never, never quit 
your hold of the fullness of God; for 
time is nearly over, and if this full-
ness be lost it will be lost forever. I am 
astonished that we do not pray more, 
yea, that we do not live every moment 
as on the brink of the eternal world, 
and in the blessed expectation of that 
glorious country.’

“Again he writes, ‘I grieve that my 
love is no stronger, and that I am no 
more like Him. I wonder at His glory, 
and sink before Him with shame. 
How is it that the soul being of such 
value, and God so great, eternity so 
near and yet we are so little moved?’ 

“William Bramwell sought to re-
deem every moment for the kingdom 
of God. Therefore he gave himself to 
prayer and intercession literally day 
and night. He would spend two, three, 
four, five and sometimes six hours in 
prayer and reflection. He often entered 
his room at nine o’clock in the morn-
ing and did not leave till three in the 
afternoon.” 

Leonard Ravenhill laments: “Do the 
Pentecostals look back with shame 
as they remember when they dwelt 
across the theological tracks, but with 
the glory of the Lord in their midst? 
When they had a normal church 
life, which meant nights of prayers, 
followed by signs and wonders, and 
diverse miracles, and genuine gifts of 
the Holy Ghost? When they were not 
clock-watchers, and their meetings 
lasted for hours, saturated with holy 
power? Have we no tears for these 
memories, or shame that our children 
know nothing of such power?” 

How far we have fallen. There has 
been a whole generation that has been 
raised on a form of insipid Christian-
ity. Oh how we need men of another 
sort to arise! Lord raise up a race of 
different men! 

Men who are 
willing to count 
the cost with Jesus 
Christ.
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by Keith Green 

THERE I was, seated in row 17, 
flying from Dallas to Los Ange-

les. I began to day-dream, thinking 
about a friend of mine who had once 
treated me (what I thought was) 
unfairly in a financial dealing we’d 
had. As I turned the whole incident 
over in my mind, I remembered how 
I had originally consoled my bruised 
feelings by thinking to myself, 
“Well, that’s okay, it’s God’s money 
anyway – God will deal with him.” 

But flying on that jet through the 
night, I started to get an uneasy feeling 
inside, almost like vengeance. All of 
a sudden, it wasn’t enough to put the 
whole thing in God’s hands. I found 
myself thinking, “I sure hope the Lord 
brings that whole thing up when so-
and-so stands before Him on the day 
of judgement.” 

And then, immediately, the Lord 
broke into my thoughts and said to me, 
“I’ll be glad to bring it up – as long as 
you don’t mind Me bringing up all the 
stupid things you’ve done!” 

I burst out laughing, right there in 
row 1�. 

All at once I saw the sad hilarity of 
it all. I had never really forgiven him 
at all! Even with all my spiritualising 
about the Judgement Seat, what I was 
really saying in my heart was, “He’ll 
get his!” With one sentence, the Holy 
Spirit showed me gross unforgiveness 
in my heart – not only toward this 
brother, but toward many others who 
had hurt or offended me. 

In an instant, I completely under-
stood Jesus’ words, “If you do not for-
give men, then your (heavenly) Father 
will not forgive your transgressions 
(Matthew 6:1�).” 

In Matthew 18:2�-��, there’s an 
incredible tale about this guy who 
owed the king a whole lot of money. 
“And... there was brought to him one 
who owed him 10 000 talents (worth 
more than ten million dollars today). 
But since he did not have the means to 
repay, his lord commanded him to be 
sold, along with his wife and children 
and all that he had, and repayment to 

be made. 
“The slave therefore falling down, 

prostrated himself before him, saying, 
‘Have patience with me, and I will 
repay you everything.’ And the lord of 
that slave felt compassion and released 
him and forgave him the debt.” 

I think the most beautiful part of this 
story is the fact that the king forgave 
him the debt... over ten million dollars 
worth! The main reason he cancelled it 
was that even though the slave prom-
ised to eventually repay it, it was obvi-
ously an impossible amount of debt to 
ever work off in one’s lifetime. 

Therefore, when the king released 
him from it forever, he went and did 
the same... or did he? Let’s read on... 

It says immediately in the very next 
verse (verse 28), “But that slave went 
out and found one of his fellow slaves 
who owed him a hundred denarii; and 
he seized him and began to choke him, 
saying, ‘Pay back what you owe.’ So 
his fellow slave fell down and began 
to entreat him, saying, ‘Have patience 
with me and I will repay you.’ He was 
unwilling, however, but went and 
threw him in prison until he should 
pay back what was owed.” 

Can you imagine the nerve? You’ve 
just been forgiven ten million dollars, 
and instead of going out and celebrat-
ing, you go and find some poor Joe 
who owes you 18 bucks! He’s prob-
ably heard about your good fortune 
through the grapevine and thinks 
you’re going to invite him to the party, 
when all of a sudden you start stran-
gling the daylights out of him. And 
when he asks you to be patient and give 
him a few days to repay you, you refuse 
and throw him in jail. 

It might not sound like something 
you’d do, but I bet you’ve done it 
before. You see, if your sins have been 
forgiven by Jesus, you’ve had an in-
credible debt erased. Any bitterness or 
unforgiveness in your heart, after the 
total amnesty you’ve received, makes 
you as bad as the unmerciful slave. His 
unforgiveness was not only stupid, it 
also blew the whole deal with the king! 

“When his fellow slaves saw what had 

happened, they were deeply grieved 
and came and reported to their lord... 
Then summoning him, his lord said to 
him, ‘You wicked slave, I forgave you 
all that debt because you entreated me. 
Should you not also have had mercy on 
your fellow slave, even as I had mercy 
on you?’ And his lord, moved with 
anger, handed him over to the tortur-
ers until he should repay all that was 
owed him.” 

Then Jesus adds the stinger... “So 
shall My heavenly Father also do to 
you, if each of you does not forgive 
his brother from your heart.” 

Jesus certainly couldn’t have made 
Himself any clearer about how upset 
our Father in heaven gets when, after 
forgiving us for an eternal debt of 
sin, we hold some little five-and-dime 
grudge against someone else “for 
whom Christ died.” 

I think it’s also important to note 
that the debt the king had originally 
called off was now on again – and in 
full! This has many theological impli-
cations; but, since I’m no theologian I 
will safely say, “Whoever has ears, let 
him hear.” 

At any rate, all this goes to warn us 
that if we have anything in our hearts 
against anyone, we should go to that 
person quickly and get the whole thing 
totally cleared up. It might be our 
parents, or an employer, a teacher, or 
even a husband or wife. But in the light 
of this parable, we can see that however 
much anyone has hurt us, it doesn’t 
even compare to the free gift of God’s 
pardon for our sins. 

We must not put that forgiveness 
in danger of being made void by our 
refusal to “go and do likewise.”  

Forgive,
or forget it
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by Zac Poonen

IN each of the 7 glimpses 
of heaven given in the 

book of Revelation, we see 
the inhabitants of heaven 
continuously praising God 
with a loud voice – some-
times as loud as thunders and 
as the noise of roaring rivers. 

Th is is the atmosphere of 
heaven – one of continual 
praise, without any complaints 
or demands. And this is the at-
mosphere that the Holy Spirit 
desires to bring into our hearts, 
our homes and our churches as well. It 
is thus that satan will be driven away 
from all these places.

I read of a fi ery brother (who lived in 
the last century) who used to frequent-
ly praise God with loud “Hallelujahs!” 
One day, one of the lukewarm Chris-
tians around him, who was irritated 
by his spirit of praise, asked him what 
he would do if God fi nally sent him 
to hell. To this the brother replied, “If 
I go to hell, I will keep on shouting 
‘Hallelujah’ and the praises of God 
there, until the devil tells me to get out 
of hell, lest I infect others in hell with 
the spirit of praise!”

No, there is no place in hell for those 
who have a spirit of praise! Th e ones 
who go to hell are those who are full 
of complaints and demands against 
others. Th ey were like that when they 
were on the earth and they carry that 

evil nature with them when they leave 
the earth, too.

Satan has paralysed the vast majority 
of Christians, and made them ineff ec-
tive in spiritual warfare against him, 
because he has got them infected with 
the spirit of murmuring and complain-
ing against their brothers and sisters, 
against their relatives and neighbours, 
against their circumstances, and even 
against God Himself.

We overcome satan, when we obey 
the following exhortations:

“Let the peace of Christ rule in your 
hearts to which indeed you were called 
in one body; and be thankful... I urge 
that thanksgivings be made for all 
men... Always give thanks for all things 
in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ 
to God, even the Father (Colossians 
�:1�; 1 Timothy 2:1; Ephesians �:20).”

We see here that we are exhorted fi rst 
of all to be thankful for all whom God 

has called into Christ’s Body. 
If the choice had been left  to 
us, we might not have called 
many of those whom God has 
called – especially those who 
belong to some other group 
than ours! But God’s wisdom 
being higher than ours, even 
as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, He obviously had 
a diff erent opinion about 
them than we have. And if we 
are wise, we will re-align our 
thinking in line with God’s.

Once we have learnt to be 
thankful for our brothers and sisters 
in Christ’s Body, we can then learn to 
give thanks for all men and then for 
all our circumstances. We know that 
our Heavenly Father sovereignly con-
trols all men and all circumstances. 

If we really believe this, we will cer-
tainly praise God at all times, and thus 
prove that our kingdom is of heaven 
and not of this world. Th en satan will 
lose his power over us. Only then will 
we be able to wage an eff ective warfare 
against him.

Th ere is a wonderful word written 
in Revelation 12:8 that “no place was 
found in heaven for satan and his 
demons.” Th is is how it must be in 
our lives too – in our hearts, in our 
homes, and in our churches: Satan and 
his hosts must fi nd no place in any of 
these places.
Copyright: Zac Poonen. Webpages: http://
poonen/org/zac and www.cfcindia.com

The spirit of praise
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by Vance Havner 

THERE has always been a pe-
culiar charm about sunrise. It 

has been the theme of many popular 
songs like The World Is Waiting For 
The Sunrise. Poems aplenty have been 
written about sunsets, but there is 
a different beauty that belongs to 
sunrise. 

Probably not many of us see enough 
sunrises to enter into their secrets. I 
am not parading myself as an early 
riser. I miss more sunrises than I see. 
But some that I have seen will abide in 
my heart forever. There is something 
about darkness giving way to light, the 
mystery of a new day being born, the 
eastern sky aflush and then aflame, 
that lingers in the soul. 

Sick people can tell us much about 
sunrise, for they have passed many a 
restless night longing for the break 
of day. They know what the Psalmist 
meant when he said, “My soul waits 
for the Lord more than watchmen 
wait for the morning: I say, more than 
watchmen wait for the morning.” They 
understand Job when he said: “When 
I lie down I think, ‘How long before I 
get up?’ The night drags on, and I toss 
till dawn.” 

I remember such a night years ago 

when I was suffering from nervous 
exhaustion and was unable to sleep. 
I spent the night in a cottage beside 
a lovely lake. I was to preach the next 
day in a city church near by, and I 
needed a good night’s rest but could 
not obtain it. Of course, the harder 
one tries to sleep, the less likely he is to 
succeed. 

Toward morning, I gave up and re-
signed myself to watching for the day. I 
remember the first faint intimation of 
coming light. I could not put my finger 
on the clock at any one minute and say, 
“Here began the day.” But there was 
the gentle, gradual fading of the dark-
ness; a few birds chirped in the trees; 
there was soon a glint on the water; 
by and by, the first rosy tint flushed 
the east; and through it all grew the 
mystery of the world waiting for the 
sunrise. 

One who has passed sleepless morn-
ing hours may learn to “meditate 
in the night watches,” to pray if he 
cannot sleep. He begins to understand 
why the saintly fathers rose early for 
a session with God. He knows why 
the New England Pilgrims prayed at 
sunrise. Bradford tells of an Indian 
attack at daybreak while they were so 
engaged. He recalls William Law and 

that he rose at five because he was a 
Christian and, when tempted to stay 
in bed, reminded himself, “I am an old 
man and am far behind with my sanc-
tification.” So he flung himself out of 
bed before the servants had made their 
fires or the farmers had yoked their 
horses, for he thought it a shame to lie 
folded up in bed when life was so short 
and there was so much to do. 

Again, one thinks of Jacob wrestling 
with the angel and crossing Peniel at 
sunrise, limping but having power 
with God and men. Especially does 
one think of the Saviour who, in the 
early morning while it was still dark, 
“got up, left the house, and went away 
to a secluded place, and was praying 
there.” Evidently He found it good to 
wait on God while the world was wait-
ing for the sunrise. 

We are told that during Paul’s experi-
ence in the storm at sea “they cast out 
four anchors and wished for the day.” 
We are passing through one of the 
worst moral and spiritual hurricanes 
in history; multitudes are at sea, and 
many are wishing for the day. 

Whether on beds of pain or bowed 
down with sorrow or burdened with 
the uncertainty of today and dread 
of tomorrow, millions were never so 

Sunrise Tomorrow
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weary of the night and so anxious 
for the day. And never have so many 
been homesick for heaven. They have 
cast their anchor safe and sure and 
are waiting till the day dawns and 
the shadows flee away. “Weeping may 
endure for a night but joy comes in the 
morning.” 

But so many dear souls are not sure 
about the sunrise. There is small com-
fort in a vague hope that “everything 
will turn out all right.” There is little 
solace in a mere Pollyanna optimism 
and a Micawberish philosophy that 
“something will turn up.” Nor will 
Utopian dreams of a better world, a 
brotherhood of man welded together 
by politicians and diplomats, satisfy 
the soul. 

In the account of one of the appear-
ances of our risen Lord it is stated: “In 
the morning, Jesus stood on the shore.” 
The Christian is looking for morning. 
For him “the morning comes.” But 
to him sunrise means Son-rise, it is 
the Son that brings the morning. “To 
depart and be with Christ” is daybreak 
for the saint. Then he says good night 
here and good morning up there. 

But I am thinking of another sunrise 
that is due some tomorrow. It is the 
sunrise the Saviour promised when He 
said, “I will come again.” It is the sun-
rise promised at His ascension: “This 
Jesus, who has been taken up from you 
into heaven, will come in just the same 
way as you have watched Him go into 
heaven.” 

It is the sunrise Paul promised when 
he wrote, “The Lord himself shall de-
scend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel and with the 
trumpet of God.” It is the sunrise Peter 
promised when he said, “The chief 
shepherd shall appear.” It is the sun-
rise promised by John when he wrote: 
“When he shall appear we shall be like 
him for we shall see him as he is.” 

Christ is both Son and Sun, both 
Son of God and Sun of Righteousness, 
of whom it was said that He should 
arise with healing in His wings. He 
was called the Dayspring from on high 
and Peter tells us to take heed unto 
prophecy until the day dawn and the 
Morning Star arise in our hearts. For 
the Son-rise, for the return of Christ 
the world is waiting. Ruined by sin, it 
has never been happy and never will be 
until He shall reign whose right it is. 

The physical world is waiting 
for the sunrise. 

“For the anxious longing of the cre-
ation waits eagerly for the revealing of 
the sons of God. For the creation was 
subjected to futility, not willingly, but 
because of Him who subjected it, in 
hope that the creation itself also will 
be set free from its slavery to corrup-
tion into the freedom of the glory of 
the children of God. For we know that 
the whole creation groans and suffers 
the pains of childbirth together until 
now (Romans 8:19-22).”

This world of tooth and claw, of 
thorn and thistle, of sweat and blood, 
is a world that crashed because of sin. 
The animals that cringe in fear, the 
birds that furtively look around with 
every step they take, all proclaim a 
reign of terror that started with Adam 
and shall end when the Saviour shall 
redeem the earth, when the lion and 
lamb shall lie down together. 

The Scriptures describe such a 
blessed state: “And the wolf will dwell 
with the lamb, And the leopard will 
lie down with the young goat, And 
the calf and the young lion and the 
fatling together; And a little boy will 
lead them. Also the cow and the bear 
will graze, Their young will lie down 
together, And the lion will eat straw 
like the ox. The nursing child will 
play by the hole of the cobra, And the 
weaned child will put his hand on 
the viper’s den. They will not hurt or 
destroy in all My holy mountain, For 
the earth will be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord As the waters cover the 
sea (Isaiah 11:6-9).” Here is a picture 
of a world which we have never seen 
but which we shall see after sunrise, 
when the night is past and the day has 
dawned. 
The political world is waiting 
for the sunrise. 

The politicians do not know it, of 
course. They would try to make the 
day dawn by their efforts around con-
ference tables. But the hope of a better 
day rests with only One, the Lord of 
Glory. Only in Christ can you bring 
men together. 

Capital and labour have no trouble 
when they meet in the Lord. When 
Boaz saluted his labourers by saying, 
“The Lord be with you,” and they an-
swered, “The Lord bless you,” they gave 

us then and there the only solution of 
the labour problem. The white man 
and the black have no trouble when 
they both love the Lord. They have 
most trouble when starry-eyed idealists 
try to solve their problems. 

The rich man and the poor meet in 
Christ: there a Joseph of Arimathea 
stands on equal footing with fishermen 
disciples. The learned and unlearned 
meet in Christ, and an uneducated 
D.L. Moody can work with renowned 
scholars and theologians bound by a 
common love. National lines melt in 
Him with whom there is neither Jew 
nor Greek, bond nor free. 

The scattered pieces of this bleeding 
world can never be put together by 
any conference of experts. Only the 
return of our Lord holds the answer. 
There may be armistices and breathing 
spells while fresh confederacies form, 
but Christ alone will bring an end to 
dictators, just as He will bring an end 
to death and disease and depravity and 
the devil. 
The Christian world is wait-
ing for the sunrise. 

“Not only so, but we ourselves, who 
have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan 
inwardly as we wait eagerly for our 
adoption as sons, the redemption of 
our bodies (Romans 8:2�).” The people 
of God are looking for the Lord. 
Certainly that was the New Testament 
attitude, not only readiness but also 
expectancy, anticipation. They were 
not merely looking for something to 
happen, they were looking for Some-
one to come. “To wait for his Son from 
heaven”’ “To them that look for him 
shall he appear” – that is the note of 
early Christianity. 

The Christian who understands his 
Bible is looking for the sunrise because 
he is looking for the Sun! Men may 
call him a pessimist, but he is look-
ing for morning, not night. He has 
the brightest outlook of all, for he is 
looking for a day when there shall be 
no night. He has the happiest hope in 
all the world, for he anticipates a day 
when all tears shall be wiped from our 
eyes. He has the surest hope, for back 
of it is the authority of God’s Word. 

We are looking for Sunrise Tomor-
row. And it might be today! For 
indeed “the night is far spent, the day 
is at hand!”

Sunrise Tomorrow
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by David Wilkerson.

WE need more troublemak-
ers in the church! I pray that 

every member of the body of Christ 
would become a troublemaker! We 
need an army of troublemakers who 
have become so full of the Holy 
Spirit they will stir up and trouble 
every city around the world; trouble 
their wicked institutions – chal-
lenge the established dead churches 
– trouble the leaders, the mayors, 
the city councils, the community 
leadership! In other words, we need 
Holy Spirit troublemakers mov-
ing in the Spirit, proclaiming the 
kingship of Christ so eff ectively that 
whole cities are stirred!

Paul and Silas were two of the world’s 
biggest troublemakers! Th e Bible 
speaks of “men that have risked their 
lives for the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ (Acts 1�:26).” Paul, Barnabas, 
Silas, and Timothy were such men, 
walking in the power of the Spirit. 

As seen in Acts 16, when the Holy 
Spirit forbade them to speak the Word 
in Asia, they obeyed. When they tried 
to go to Bithynia, but the Spirit would 
not permit them, they went instead 
to Troas, under the Spirit’s direction. 
Paul then had a vision of a man calling 
them to Macedonia, so they set out 
immediately to Philippi, the chief city 
of Macedonia. 

When they arrived, a fortune-teller 
followed them about, crying, “Th ese 
men are bond-servants of the Most 
High God, who are proclaiming to 
you the way of salvation (Acts 16:1�).” 
Aft er enduring it for many days, Paul 
turned and “said to the spirit, ‘I com-
mand you in the name of Jesus Christ 
to come out of her.’ And he came out 
the same hour (Acts 16:18).” Suddenly 
the whole city was in an uproar: this 
fortune-teller was apparently a big 
tourist attraction, but now she was 
healed and praising the Lord!

Paul had upset the status quo. He 

had challenged the devil who had been 
having his way for years. Th e slave-
owners of the delivered woman then 
dragged Paul and Silas into the mar-
ketplace to stand trial before the city 
magistrates. Th e charge was, “Th ese 
men... do exceedingly trouble our city 
(Acts 16:20).” “And the multitude 
rose up together against them: and 
the magistrates rent off  their clothes, 
and commanded to beat them. And 
when they had laid many stripes upon 
them, they cast them into prison, and 
made their feet fast in the stocks (Acts 
16:22-2�).” It looked as though satan 
had won. Th e new converts must have 
been stunned!

But all the power of God is with 
Holy Spirit troublemakers! “And at 
midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and 
sang praises to God... and suddenly 
there was a great earthquake, so that 
the foundations of the prison was 
shaken: and immediately all the doors 
were opened, and every one’s bands 
were loosed (Acts 16:2�&26).” Th e 
jailer, seeing what had happened, even 
fell down before Paul and Silas, saying 
“Sirs, what must I do to be saved (Acts 
16:�0)?”

The last we’ll 
hear of them!

Th ose city offi  cials and religious 
leaders went to bed thinking, “We did 
it to them! Th at’s the last we will hear 
of those vagabond troublemakers. We 
really shut them up and scared them!” 
But what a commotion the next day! 
I can imagine sergeants knocking on 
the doors of the mayor, city council 
members, and the religious leaders, 
telling them, “Quick! Get down to 
city hall – we’ve got a big problem!” In 
a state of shock, the offi  cials probably 
responded, “What? An earthquake? 
Th e prison doors opened? Th eir chains 
all fell off ? Th ey didn’t even try to 
escape? Th e jailer joined their faith? 
Th ey’re Romans!?” 

Now, they were really afraid. It was 
a crime to beat Roman citizens (Paul 
and Silas were both Romans). “What 
do you mean they won’t budge from 
our jail? Th ey demand what? For us to 
come down and apologise and escort 
them out of jail?” “And they came... 
and brought them out... begging them 
to leave the city (Acts 16:�9).”

I love it! Here they were, not fl aunt-
ing their spiritual authority, but merely 
acting as ambassadors of King Jesus. 

I preach a great deal on prayer and I 
believe in the eff ectual, fervent prayer 
of the righteous. But praying alone, or 
even in a large prayer meeting will not 
alone shake a city! Elijah was a man of 
powerful prayer, but it was more than 
his prayers that shook Ahab’s kingdom 
and enraged Jezebel: He called the 
false prophets to Mount Carmel and 
challenged them. Jezebel had slain 
God’s prophets and led Israel into 
apostasy and the horrible idolatry of 
Baal worship – and no one had chal-
lenged her! Seven thousand believers 
had not bowed, but they were silent, 
unknown, and afraid. So along comes 
Elijah, the troublemaker! Ahab called 
him “the troubler of Israel (1 Kings 
18:1�)!” Elijah ended up at the Brook 
Kishon with a sword in his hand, slay-
ing hundreds of Baal’s false prophets 
“in the name of Jehovah.”

Elijah was not a polite gentleman 
with the devil and his crowd. While 
“they leaped upon the altar... Elijah 
mocked them (1 Kings 18:26&2�).” 
Th e church of late has cowered before 
the powers of darkness due to the lack 
of holiness, for the Scripture tells us, 
“Th e righteous are bold as a lion (Prov-
erbs 28:1).” 

Some will say, “But Jesus was meek 
– He never opened His mouth or re-
sisted when they took Him to be cru-
cifi ed!” But that was because the hour 
of darkness had come, the hour He 
was to be given into the hands of the 
enemy. He was not silent in the temple 
when driving out the money-chang-

Troublemakers 
in the 
church!
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ers. He was not silent when calling 
religious leaders serpents, blind guides, 
whited sepulchers, a brood of vipers 
(see Matthew 2�). He even told some 
boldly that satan was their father!

Many churches today are full of 
silent, gentlemanly diplomats, not 
wanting to make waves! Nobody 
wants trouble! So the devil’s kingdom 
goes unchallenged. We have more than 
enough smiling, mousy Christians! 

Let me show you how and where the 
apostolic men of God challenged the 
powers of darkness – the areas where 
we too must act.

“They came to Thessalonica, where 
there was a synagogue of the Jews. And 
according to Paul’s custom, he went to 
them, and for three Sabbaths reasoned 
with them from the Scriptures, ex-
plaining and giving evidence that the 
Christ had to suffer and rise again 
from the dead, and saying, ‘This Jesus 
whom I am proclaiming to you is the 
Christ (Acts 1�:1-�).’” The synagogue at 
Thessalonica had probably conducted 
quiet meetings for years, undisturbed. 
They diligently taught Scripture and in 
outward appearance they seemed very 
holy.

Then Paul, the troublemaker, came 
on the scene and in just three weeks 
of preaching the kingship of Jesus, 
he turned that whole area of Thes-
salonica upside down! He knew from 
experience that only a few devout ones 
would listen to Christ’s demanding 
word, that the majority would not 
give up their hard-shelled religious 
traditions. He also knew they would 
be filled with envy and hate towards 
anything that disturbed their way of 
doing things. 

Paul declared that the preaching of 
his Gospel caused contention: “We 
were bold in our God to speak to you 
the gospel of God with much conten-
tion (1 Thessalonians 2:2).” The New 
American Standard says “with much 
opposition.”

What caused the contention, the 
violent opposition? These religious 
people who had for years acted so de-
mure and God-loving are now enraged. 
They became an angry mob, assaulting 
the house of Jason and troubling the 
people and rulers of the city (see Acts 
1�). The cause of all this contention 
was this one uncompromising word: 
“There is another king... Jesus (Acts 
1�:�).”

Paul’s preaching on the lordship of 
Jesus was not like what we hear on that 

subject today! It wasn’t a cheerleader’s 
slogan or emotional hype. I believe 
Paul stood for hours before those 
religious Jews, laying down the whole 
cost of following Jesus as King. He 
preached the laying down of all idols 
and giving up the pleasures of sin. He 
preached self-denial and suffering for 
Christ’s glory, even to martyrdom. His 
message of Christ’s kingship included 
a warning to no longer follow men or 
teachers or their doctrines, nor be led 
about by men who make merchandise 
of others; but rather, to adopt a life of 
holiness and separation from all ap-
pearance of evil, having no fellowship 
with evil men.

“These who have turned the world 
upside down have come here also (Acts 
1�:6).” Whose world is upside down? 
It is that religious circle where nobody 
takes the kingship of Christ seriously. 

The day you are 
marked as a 

troublemaker
I can assure you from the Word of 

God that nothing shakes up or angers 
dead, compromising churches and 
preachers more than someone moving 
in the fullness of Christ who lives and 
preaches Paul’s demanding Gospel of 
holiness. It’s a reproof! The day you say 
with Paul – “The things of this world 
are as dung. I have turned from idols 
to serve my King. I will no longer serve 
two masters. I have seen a great light 
and have come out from among the 
wicked, the unbelieving, the apostate, 
the workers of iniquity” – that is the 
day you are marked as a troublemaker! 
“The brethren immediately sent away 
Paul and Silas by night (Acts 1�:10).” 
Once again it looked like satan won 
the battle with the two of them having 
to sneak out of town in the dark of 
night. Just imagine the proud boast-
ings of the people on the next Sabbath: 
“Some revival that was! We were here 
before they came and we’re here when 
they’re gone. Let’s go on with God 
with no more interruptions from these 
holiness troublemakers!” 

But Paul and Silas had so turned the 
converts eyes off themselves and on to 
Jesus that they could leave town and 
the body still flourished there. Under 
persecution the church in Thessalonica 
became so strong in faith that they be-
came a powerful witness to all of Asia 
– and the joy of Paul’s heart!

Paul stirred things up right on the 
job by preaching Jesus the King with 
resurrection power “in the market 
daily with them that met with him... 
he preached to them Jesus and the 
resurrection (Acts 1�:1�&18).” If there 
is any one place Christians hide their 
light more than any other place it is in 
their workplace. There are multitudes 
of Christians who sit in God’s house 
proclaiming their intense love for 
Jesus, yet when they go to their jobs, 
they’re timid and ashamed of Christ! 
Like Peter, they say by their silence, “I 
don’t know the man!” They fear losing 
their jobs as well as being ridiculed or 
rejected.

Why is there such cowardly silence 
about Jesus on the job by Christians 
who pray, devour the Word, and walk 
in holiness? It is because, unlike Paul, 
our hearts are not stirred, as we see all 
around us a people given to idolatry 
(see Acts �:16). 

It is not enough to just live right or 
to “set a good example.” For too long 
we have hidden behind the old cliche, 
“Actions speak louder than words.” We 
claim to be silent witnesses living His 
life. The testimony must include the 
spoken Word: “Your watchman shall 
lift up the voice (Isaiah �2:8).” “How 
shall they hear without a preacher 
(Romans 10:1�)?”

You can hear so much preaching 
and teachings that you become “dull 
of hearing (Hebrews �:11).” We pray, 
“Holy Spirit, come!” But for what? To 
simply bless us and meet our needs? Or 
to equip us and reveal to us the broken 
heart of our Lord? The last words of 
Jesus before leaving this earth were, 
“Go into all the world, and preach the 
gospel to every creature (Mark 16:1�).”

“My brethren, be strong in the 
Lord, and in the power of His might” 
(Ephesians 6:10). Satan has made some 
of you afraid: afraid of falling, afraid 
of a besetting sin or a hounding habit, 
and afraid of men. But the Word says, 
“Resist the devil, and he will flee from 
you (James �:�).” You are not the one 
who runs! “And with great power the 
apostles gave witness of the resurrec-
tion of the Lord Jesus (Acts �:��).” 
“Though a host should encamp against 
me, my heart shall not fear: though 
war should rise against me, in this 
will I be confident... For in the time of 
trouble he shall hide me in His pavil-
ion... He shall set me up upon a rock 
(Psalm 2�:�,�).”  
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by David Gardiner
Top Of My Lungs
Phillips, Craig and 
Dean

As if being full-time pas-
tors wasn’t enough work for 
the three men of Phillips, 
Craig and Dean (PCD) they 
somehow fi nd the time to 
make 
beautiful 
music, 
too. Th e 
way they 
can take 
a song 
you might have heard before 
and transform it with some 
amazing three-way harmo-
nising is a rare talent – and 
while they may be singing 
at the “top of their lungs” 
they never hit a sour note. 
As usual, they take their 
songs from a diverse range 
of other songwriters, but 
a little extra oomph seems 
to have been added by the 
producing talents of Nathan 
Nockels. Wrapping things 
up is an 11th bonus track of 
three of the PCD children 
singing the hymn ‘Tis So 
Sweet, showing that the 
talent for good vocals has 
been passed on to the next 
generation. 
Example Lyrics: 
At the top of my lungs

I will sing hallelujah
You’re the one who saved me
Th e one who gave me this life 
I’ ll live
(Top of my lungs)
Similar Artists: Casting 
Crowns, Avalon, �Him
Other albums by the same 
artist: Let Th e Worshippers 
Arise, Let Your Glory Fall
No Limits Live 
Martha Munizzi

Take Darlene Zschech 
and mix her with Is-
rael Houghton & Th e New 
Breed and you’ll get a good 
idea of 
what 
Martha 
Munizzi 
and her 
talented 
worship 
group sound like. Strong 
female vocals meet an urban 
Gospel sound spiced with 
times of preaching and pro-
phetic interludes. Her fi rst 
few self-produced CDs cre-
ated a buzz in Gospel music 
circles, and for her major 
label debut her supporters 
have been rewarded with a 
100-minute long double CD 
that presents a full picture 
of what Martha giving her 
all sounds like. Th e passion 
is hard to ignore and a lot 
of people are going to fi nd 
themselves enjoying the 

dynamic sound of Darlene’s 
funkier “cousin.” 
Example lyrics: 
Th is is the great exchange
I’m trading my sorrows for 
the garment of praise
Heaven is open every time I 
praise
Th is is the great, this is the 
great exchange
(Great Exchange)
Similar Artists: Cece Win-
ans, Darlene Zschech, Israel 
Houghton
Other albums by the same 
artists: Say Th e Name, Th e 
Best Is Yet To Come
King Of Kings, 
Majesty 
Jarrod Cooper

Th anks to the great suc-
cess of the title track, many 
are already very familiar 
with the 
music of 
Jarrod 
Cooper. 
Th is is 
essen-
tially 
a “greatest hits” of his 
previously released songs 
rerecorded, along with 
some new material. He has 
dropped his dabblings in 
the disco beats of some of 
his some previous record-
ings and concentrates on 
making music that is far 
more suited to the worship-
ful lyrics and Jarrod’s own 
soothing vocals. As an 
added incentive, the sheet 
music for a few of the songs 
is included on the disc, 
making this CD hard to 
ignore as a source for new 
songs to sing. 
Example lyrics: 
Visions of glory fi ll my gaze
Touched by your hand, in 
awe, afr aid
Falling in wonder, broken, 
made
I’m lost in your glory

(Lost in your glory)
Similar Artists: Tim 
Hughes, Matt Redman
Other albums by the same 
artist: Days Of Wonder, I 
Tremble
Broken 
Kees Kraayenoord

I wasn’t sure what to 
expect from Kees, but a bit 
of research shows him to 
be one 
of the 
foremost 
worship 
leaders 
in the 
Neth-
erlands. Th e nearest com-
parison I can come up with 
is a mixture between Julius 
Magan and the quieter mo-
ments of Jason Upton, with 
a free-fl owing spontaneous 
sound. Half the songs are 
written by Kees (the others 
coming from sources such as 
Vineyard Music and Chris 
Tomlin) and they all seem 
to blend into each other to 
create an hour-long worship 
session free of the too-clini-
cal studio sound found on 
recordings these days. It’s 
a pity that oft en unknown 
artists get passed over in 
favour of established names, 
so I hope you’ll take time to 
listen to Broken and appreci-
ate something unique com-
ing out of a place not known 
for its worship music. 
Example lyrics: 
But all I need is to be with 
you
Need to know you, need to see
Your love is breaking through
All I want is to spend my life 
on you
Father you are all I need
(All that I want)
Similar artists: Jason Up-
ton, Julius Magan
Other albums by the same 
artist: Th is Is My Cry
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Next Prepare The Way day coming up! 
There will be two more Prepare The Way days at our 
home church, Mount Zion, in Merrivale – on July 22 and 
November 4 – and Peter Pollock will be preaching at 
both of them!

We’d love to see you there. What’s more, you’re even 
invited to stay for a free braai and fellowship afterwards. 
Please phone us for more details on (033) 3307-135.

All articles courtesy Assist 
News Service

Uzbekistan church 
closes
A Pentecostal Full Gospel 
congregation in Uzbekistan 
has decided to close down 
and halt all its activities in 
the wake of official pressure. 

“I and our church leader-
ship decided to close the 
church two months ago 
– it was too dangerous to 
continue to meet,” said 
Bakhtier Tuichiev, pastor of 
the Resurrection Church, in 
the town of Andijan in the 
Fergana Valley. 

“We have faced such 
pressure from the leaders 
of the local urban districts 
and from the prosecutor, 
especially this year. It is too 
painful to talk about all the 
threats and insults we have 
had to endure.” 

Protestant congregations 
elsewhere in Uzbekistan are 
among religious minority 
communities facing a new 
wave of pressure. A growing 
number of active Protes-
tants are on the exit black-
list and cannot leave their 
own country. 

Lausanne III: 
Cape Town 2010
Three hundred and sixty of 
the world’s top evangelical 
leaders, representing more 
than 60 countries, have met 
in Budapest, Hungary to 
begin praying, planning and 
working together in prepa-
ration for Lausanne III: 
Cape Town 2010, to be held 

from October 16-2�, 2010 in 
Cape Town, South Africa. 

Doug Birdsall, Executive 
Chairman of Lausanne, 
challenged the attendees 
during the opening plenary 
session to, like King David, 
fulfil the purposes of God 
in their generations. Birdsall 
also said that this confer-
ence is about much more 
than sharing statistics and 
data, but rather about gain-
ing wisdom and vision from 
church leaders around the 
world in relation to global 
evangelisation. 

This International Con-
gress on World Evangelisa-
tion will be the first in the 
third millennium. “Perhaps 
the most significant out-
come of the meetings so far 
has been the overwhelming 
sense of unity,” said Steve 
Woodworth, Chairman of 
the Lausanne Communica-
tions Working Group. 

In a letter greeting the par-
ticipants in Budapest, Billy 
Graham wrote, “The world 
has changed, the church has 
changed, younger leaders 
have been raised up, but the 
Gospel has not changed, 
and the need for evangelism 
is more urgent than ever 
before.” 
ICEJ aiding 
Sudanese refugees
The International Chris-

tian Embassy in Jerusalem is 
providing room and board 
for �� Sudanese refugees 
until they can be relocated 
to Israeli communities that 
are willing to take them 

on a temporary basis, The 
Jerusalem Post reports. 

Acting in co-ordination 
with Israeli relief organisa-
tions, the evangelical group 
raised $�0 000 in 2� hours 
on behalf of the refugees, 
who were originally going 
to be hosted by the Islamic 
Movement in Israel. 

“The State of Israel gave 
them a refuge and the 
Christian Embassy, with the 
help of thousands of Chris-
tians from all over the world 
who answered our call for 
help, will take care of their 
needs,” said Malcolm Hed-
ding, the executive director 
of the International Chris-
tian Embassy in Jerusalem.

Ruth Bell 
Graham laid to 
rest 
Evangelist Dr Billy Graham, 
surrounded by his five 
children, sister-in-law, Rosa 
Montgomery, and extended 
family and close friends laid 
his wife to rest at a private 
interment. Mrs. Graham 
passed away on June 1�, at 
the age of 8�. 

Ruth Bell Graham was 
buried at the foot of a cross-
shaped walkway 
on the grounds of 
the newly-dedi-
cated Billy Graham 
Library adjacent to 
the Billy Graham 
Evangelistic As-
sociation ministry 
headquarters in 
Charlotte. Her 
casket was built 
by prisoners at the 
Louisiana State 
Penitentiary in 
Angola – former 
hardened criminals 
in prison for life, 
who wanted to give 
a pair of simple 
plywood coffins to 
the Grahams as an 

expression of 
their own 
faith in 
Christ. 

Dur-
ing the 
half-hour 
service, led 
by Dr Rich-
ard White, Mrs Graham’s 
longtime pastor at Montreat 
Presbyterian Church, Billy 
Graham shared fond memo-
ries of his wife of more than 
6� years. “You are such a 
wonderful family – she 
loved you all,” he told them 
reassuringly. “The Bible says 
the Lord has prepared a 
place for us and I know He 
has prepared a home for her 
– I hope she saves a room 
for me. 

“I believe the Lord has 
brought us to this point; 
I am looking forward to 
the day when we’ll have 
the next service here,” he 
concluded, referencing the 
announcement that he and 
Mrs Graham will be buried 
side by side at that location. 

“The graveside is a place of 
great rejoicing for the be-
liever, because we know this 
is not the end,” Dr White 
encouraged those gathered.
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by Greg Hinnant

THE regularity 
and depth of our 

private fellowship 
with God determines 
the strength of our 
personal relationship 
with Him. And the 
strength of our per-
sonal relationship with 
Him determines the 
strength of our life and 
our usefulness to God.

Realising this, satan 
attacks us – with contra-
dictions, delays, disap-
pointments, reproaches, 
and offences – to break 
up our fellowship with 
God, weaken our rela-
tionship to Him, and 
spoil our life and useful-
ness. Sometimes he seeks 
divine permission to 
strip away part or all of 
our blessings. If God lets 
him do so, it is only to 
test our faithfulness to 
Him and His calling.

This testing started long 
ago when satan said of 
Job, “Does Job fear God 
for nothing (Job 1:9)?” 
His insulting insinuation 
was clear: Job, and all of 
God’s people, only serve 
God for the manifest blessings He 
gives them. Take away their blessings 
and they will “curse God, and die,” 
that is, become offended with God and 
fall away from faithfully seeking and 
serving Him.

In Job’s case, God let the enemy 
“clean house” for a season, as every 
blessing near and dear to Job was 
systematically removed: possessions, 
children, health, even the support of 
his wife and friends. Only Job’s spir-
itual life was left untouched, so that, 
if he would, he could still fellowship 

with God.
At issue was this: Would Job be 

the same man when stripped of all 
his blessings? Would he continue to 
thrive spiritually? Would his love for 
God be undiminished and his service 
unchanged? Satan hoped that Job’s 
sudden, strange adversity (which was 
“without cause,” Job 2:�) would end his 
close fellowship with God, weaken his 
relationship to Him, and ruin his life 
and destiny. God hoped it wouldn’t. 
So Job was thrust into his valley of 
testing.

In his howling, hellish examination, 

Job suffered unparal-
leled shock, grief, disap-
pointment, persisting 
perplexity, emotional 
pain, and physical agony 
beyond anything we 
can imagine. Bowed by 
these crushing weights, 
he cried out, questioned, 
complained, and con-
tended, but Job never 
stopped believing in 
God’s faithfulness, love, 
power, and purpose in 
his life. 

At his lowest moment 
he confessed, “Though 
he slay me, yet will I 
trust in him (Job 1�:1�).” 
So he triumphed over 
his tribulation and at 
last was found as faithful 
without the evidence of 
God’s blessings as he had 
been with them.

What if God should 
let us experience just a 
touch of Job’s trial? He 
knows that we will seek 
and serve Him while we 
are prosperous, popular, 
and successful. But will 
we be the same wor-
shippers when we are 
cut back, reduced, and 
stripped of all evidence 

of divine approval? 
Will we cling to God or, offended, 

fall away? Will adversity mean the end 
of our private fellowship with God 
or the beginning of a new depth of 
devotion and commitment? Will we 
draw back to spiritual infancy or go on 
unto maturity? Will we please satan or 
God? Will we prove ourselves faithless 
or faithful? 

Stay faithful, close to God, and 
strong, with or without evidence of 
His blessing!
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Faithful…
with or without evidence of blessing!
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