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Feed My sheep

THREE times in John  Jesus impressed upon Peter the urgent
need to feed His sheep. While some see this command as relating
to physical food, and run numerous feeding schemes in obedience
to this, we at Prepare the Way know our call is to feed Jesus’ sheep
with the enduring food of the written word.
And what a gratifying call it is! Daily we receive letters, e-mails
and phone calls testifying to the life-transforming power of the articles in this magazine. And almost as frequently, we receive the call
from countries throughout Africa and those in need in our own
nation: “Please send more magazines!”
So, this is a simple invitation to ask you to help us feed more of
Jesus’ sheep. No manipulation. No inﬂated promises of partnership
and being able to tap into some mighty anointing. Sorry, not even
the promise of “free” gifts.
Just an invite to enable us to feed more sheep.
This is a completely non-proﬁt ministry. No one even draws a salary from of it. We keep things as simple as possible to ensure every
cent that comes in goes straight towards distributing more magazines and feeding more sheep. Which means that if you phone our
oﬃces, you won’t be greeted by smooth-voiced secretaries and fancy
music.
So, I’m asking you to ask the Lord whether or not this is one of the
ways in which He wants you to help feed His sheep. If it is, please
give us a call. With every blessing in Him – John Gardiner
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Enjoy the convenience of having every copy of Prepare the Way delivered to
your home – and save on the cover price, too! For only R10,00 (including
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Grieving the Spirit
by G. D. Watson
RUE revival is a work of the
Holy Spirit, and the depth and
magnitude of the work depends
largely on the number of people who
are in perfect union with the Holy
Spirit. In times of revival all spiritual forces come to a crisis, both good
and bad.
Satan is on hand to muster all his
children against a thorough work of
grace. He will also be busy in society,
devising all sorts of things against
revival. He will influence all weak,
half-hearted believers in every way
against a thorough work. He will do
everything to discourage workers. He
will make them sick or cripple their
zeal, or tempt them in some way to
grieve the Holy Spirit.
The Spirit is more grieved by hidden
things than by visible things. In times
of revival it’s almost impossible to get
six people in a large community who
agree perfectly. There may be an outward profession of unity, yet the human heart is so deceitful, and perfect
harmony requires such utter unselfishness and transparency of spirit, that
very few people ever comply with this.
The following are some of the things
that grieve the Holy Spirit and hinder
Him in revivals:
1. A critical spirit. I don’t mean the
open rebuke of sin, for this is commanded in God’s Word. Neither do I
mean the rebuke of ill-behaved people
in a meeting, for this is a necessity, and
no company of worshippers should be
disturbed by misconduct.
I mean those who claim to be for
God’s work, yet they have a critical spirit against the leaders of the
meeting, or the methods used. Even
though this criticism is not spoken, it
greatly hinders the Holy Spirit. There
is often in the church a fault-finding
disposition. A watching for defects
among God’s children, a picking out of
blemishes in the singing, or the praying, or the preaching. All this forms
an enormous barrier to the flow of the
Holy Spirit. Such people are deceitful,
hard to please, and they are a definite
hindrance to God’s work. There is
always a company of evil spirits that
cluster around such people to neutral-
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ise any good they attempt to do.
2. The spirit of fear. Timidity, moral
cowardice, the fear of public opinion,
the fear of relatives and friends, all
prevent people from taking a bold, decisive part in the church. This prevents
them from leading in prayer, or giving
public testimony, or speaking to others
on personal salvation. All this fearfulness greatly grieves the Holy Ghost.
Some are afraid God will overburden
them with work, or make demands of
consecration beyond their strength,
and so they fail to yield themselves
fully to the Lord. While they may try
to help in the church, that hidden fearfulness of heart, which is disobedience
in the sight of God, greatly hinders the
power of the Spirit!
3. Self-opinion. Many a revival is
utterly prevented because prominent
ones in the meeting stubbornly hold
on to wrong opinions. Some may
have anti-scriptural views about sin,
or heart purity, or the annihilation of
the wicked. Others may be prejudiced
against the manifestations of the Spirit, or divine healing. These things are
hindrances to the Spirit. Teachableness
and a perfect willingness to have only
scriptural views, is a prerequisite for
the coming of the power of God.
4. A spirit of reserve with God. In
every revival there are so many who are
cautiously conservative, who persistently hold back from full abandonment to God and His work. They will
boast of wanting such wonderfully
great things. Yet there is an unexpressed unwillingness to be and do
all the Lord wants, or to suffer all the
Lord wants them to suffer.
They are consciously holding themselves back, lest they should slide down
some steep place and get drowned in
the ocean of God’s will. This holding
back not only prevents their own full
salvation, but hinders the Spirit from
using them to bless others.
5. Self-planning as to God’s work.
At the beginning of most every revival, it is almost a universal thing
for those involved to form some
plan in their own mind as to
how God ought to come
and how the work ought
to be done. Each one

forms an opinion as to who should
lead the work or how it ought to be
conducted, or what divine demonstrations should occur.
So there are a large number of mental
schedules which are invisible to mortal
eyes, but which bristle like antagonistic bayonets before the all-seeing eye,
and the blessed Holy Spirit who reads
the thoughts and interests of the mind,
finds Himself dictated to, by the very
people who outwardly profess that
they want God to have His way.
6. Having a limited view of Christ’s
power. Often God wants to begin
with the leaders of a meeting and lead
them into a fresh baptism of fire or
into a new depth of self denial. But
their rigid and narrow views of God’s
saving grace is a definite hindrance to
the Spirit’s power. As a result, the people under such leadership often suffer
with limited views of Christ’s saving
and sanctifying power.
7. When tests of obedience are
shunned. It may be a question of restitution or reconciliation, or the confession of a backslidden state, or the
giving up of some indulgence. There
have been meetings where two or three
conspicuous people utterly failed to
obey God on some test, and the work
was a failure; the Spirit was grieved
away, satan and his black angels triumphed and the work of God was put
back for years.
8. Our unwillingness to go beyond
others. God often wants some of us to
go out into His will in areas of prayer
and faith and obedience, even beyond
what others will consent to. When He
calls, if we stop to measure ourselves
with others, and compare ourselves
among ourselves, we greatly hinder
a work of grace. God can overcome
the open and recognised hindrances
to His work a great deal easier than
He can the hidden barriers in the
hearts of His people.



The funeral march
by Peter Pollock
N a world of great uncertainties, the one absolute certainty is
death! It is going to happen. Even
those who have had miraculous
healings are going to die one day. It
is the great inevitable. We all are going to die once and then face God!
Death, too, tends to take by surprise.
Life is a sort of “planned obsolescence”
but we tend, through pride and its
ensuing denial, to be the very last to
want to recognise this gradual process
of decay. Or else we would rather like
to believe that as our bodies systematically fade away, part of the deal is a
built-in preparation for what comes
next eternally. And if there is a “hereafter,” we would like to believe that we
are on track!
My pseudo-christian-pagan-theology-philosophy once contended that
God is a God of love, therefore we all
will go to heaven. The good guys, when
they die, will go straight there but
the bad guys, like me, would go to a
special place to be “dusted down” and
“cleansed” and would join up later! All
this, of course, over time and at our
convenience!
The blunt truth: it is rather more
fleeting and abrupt. Here today, gone
tomorrow – that’s life. Believe it! And
when that ultimate day comes, the
greatest of all truths will devastatingly
hit home – you can’t die without Jesus
Christ! Indeed, you can attempt to live
this life here on earth without Jesus,
and believe that all is okay, as many
people do. But you just can’t die without Jesus as your Lord and Saviour.
Some rude shocks are in store. We
live in a world of half-truths, even in
the church. And these half-truths the
devil uses very cleverly to “pad” our
denial or confirm our deception. Millions believe that “Christianity” is the
answer to the world. It isn’t, but Jesus
Christ is. And there is a massive difference between the two!
How diabolically subtle. Christianity in the modern context has become
a “religion” based on the Bible and on
some of Christ’s teachings. The ones
we don’t like or that don’t fit into our
way of thinking, life or cultures, we ei
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ther disregard or simply toss away. We
seek to be broad-minded and liberal,
and at the same time incorporate as
much of the Bible as possible!
However, being born again and
knowing Jesus has nothing to do with
religion, rules or being a prohibitionist. It is a relationship. “Christianity” is
not an organisation. It’s an organism.
The Bible tells us that “In Him, we live
and move and have our being (Acts
17).”
Similarly, going to church doesn’t
mean that you have actually heard
the Gospel. The Gospel is not about

applying scripture to modern socioeconomic or political problems – as
interesting or challenging as that
might be – but about sin, repentance
and regeneration.
In a nutshell, life is a funeral march!
Let me explain.
First, a look at scripture. In Ezekiel
37:12-14, God speaks through His
prophet saying: “I will open your
graves. I will put my spirit in you and
you will live.” God promises that He
will open our graves and that He will
put His spirit in us and we will live!
In other words, if He does not put His
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spirit in us, we remain dead!
1 John 5:12 tells: “He who has the
Son has life; he who does not have the
Son of God does not have life.” You
can’t get much more blunt than that!
In John 5 we read about “crossing over
from death to life” and in 1 Corinthians 15:22, we are told that “as in Adam
all die, so in Christ we are all made
alive”. And there are many other scriptures spelling out the same truth.
In the Garden of Eden, and it all
started there, God made man – Adam
first and then Eve. Mind, body and
spirit were the components of man and
God was pleased with what he made.
He gave Adam and Eve dominion over
all things and God decided also to give
them their own will. It was a will that
entitled them even to go against God!
The extent of their will was established and tested by God making one
stipulation that “you must not eat
from the fruit of the tree that is in
the middle of the garden.” The consequences of disobedience would be that
“you will die,” promised Almighty
God.

Eat and die
God does not lie. If they ate of the
fruit they would die! And we all know
the story. Along came the devil with
his nuances and “surely nots” – and
bingo, man succumbed!
And they died, not in the mind or
the body but spiritually. Dying spiritually meant that man became separated
from God. That is the real death!
Bodily death is not the big issue. It is
only when we die spiritually that we
become disconnected from God. That
is an eternal spiritual catastrophe of
the greatest magnitude.
If I wanted to check that I was alive
and thoroughly “compos mentis,” I
would have a check-up with a physician and a psychiatrist. These two, in
worldly terms, represent the fullness
of man’s medical science, progress and
knowledge. Hopefully, they would
pronounce me alive and well!
Now, had these two experts been
available in the Garden of Eden after
Adam and Eve had eaten of the forbidden fruit, they would have pronounced
them alive, too. But God had said:
“You will die.” They had died, but not
to man’s understanding. God and the
spiritual realm are above man’s science
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and of course this is a source of much
frustration. We can’t get a tag or a label
on the Spirit and so we would prefer to
disregard it or at the very least, underplay its role and significance.
When Adam and Eve disobeyed,
man(kind) died spiritually. Man
became “mortal,” meaning subject to
death. It was the start of the “Adamic”
race, dead and sinful human beings
who have lost the image of God and
incurred His wrath!
In fact from that moment on, life did
become a funeral march, a one-way
ticket to the grave, that grave being
eternal separation from God. In simple
terms, thanks to Adam and Eve, each
one of us is born “dead” spiritually.
We live our physical lives and then
we die “dead” spiritually – a funeral
march indeed! I was once asked: “How
do you get to hell?” “Simple,” was my
answer, “just keep walking!”
Psalm 23 talks about walking
through the valley of the shadow of
death – that is the funeral march I am
talking about. Yes, man had created a
problem for himself and the world became a godless mess. But God so loved
us that he had a plan.
This plan was not to fix up the world
but to restore the spiritual link. And
so God sent Jesus! Jesus had a job to
do and finally when He died on the
cross and paid the price for our sin and
rebellion, Jesus in fact restored that
spiritual link for those who choose to
believe in Him as Lord. Jesus, at the
same time, loosed the grip the devil
has on us through physical death and
our misunderstanding, or disinclination to understand, the spiritual
dimension and implications of God’s
truth.
Jesus Christ is the only way! Only
Jesus brings life! Jesus is the truth!
Nobody comes to the Father except
through Him!
So, if life is a funeral march, only
Jesus can stop that funeral for you and
me. He needs to intervene. Jesus is the
only rescuer. To confirm, it is interesting to note that the Bible records Jesus
attending three funerals. What happened at them?
Jairus’ daughter was dead (Matthew
9, Mark 5) and Jesus was asked to
come. The professional mourners had
gathered and were weeping and chanting. There was much wailing and commotion. Jesus arrives and pronounces

that the girl is not dead. The wailing
turns to mocking, scorning, laughing
and unbelief, but Jesus puts the mockers out and raises the dead girl.
The next involved the widow of
Nain (Luke 7). On the outskirts of the
village, Jesus’ followers met up with
the funeral procession. The dead were
always carried out of the village or beyond the city walls. There was a crying
widow: she had lost her husband, and
now her son was gone. Jesus stopped
the procession and raised the dead boy.
Finally there was Lazarus (John 11).
He had been dead for four days. “Roll
the stone away,” commanded Jesus and
then He called: “Lazarus, come forth.”
He did! They removed the grave
clothes and let him go.

Death becomes
life in Jesus
Jesus had raised one who had just
died; one on the way to the burial and
one who had been buried for four days.
Death becomes life in Jesus Christ.
Only Jesus reverses God’s promise that
“you will surely die” because only Jesus
is God! Jesus earned life, brings life
and is life.
After the resurrection, the disciples
were accused of stealing Jesus’ body.
They were accused of being grave-robbers. But there is in reality only one
grave-robber! And He is the Lord Jesus
Christ. Only Jesus robs the eternal
grave on our behalf. Only Jesus can
intervene on our funeral march. It is
a matter of life and death but it is a
spiritual thing.
The passing away of our bodies, the
conclusion of our earthly sojourn is
only significant because it is “time up”
on the period we have been accorded
down here on earth to make a decision.
One day, all the other things that got
us so engrossed and obsessed about,
will be seen for their unimportance in
terms of the real issue of life – deciding
about Jesus!
“This day I call heaven and earth as
witnesses. I place before you life and
death. Now choose life.” That’s God
speaking in Deuteronomy. It is all
about spiritual death in the Garden
of Eden thanks to Adam and Eve and
rebirth in Jesus Christ. Life is a funeral
march that only Jesus can turn into joy
and triumph!


“But I fear, lest somehow, as
the serpent deceived Eve
by his craftiness, so your
minds may be corrupted
from the simplicity that
is in Christ ( Corinthians :).”
by Helen
Gardiner
THE Gospel of
Jesus Christ is
extremely simple. A
child can understand
it – often times more
easily than an adult. Jesus
Christ Himself goes so far
as to say in Matthew 18:3:
“Assuredly, I say to you, unless
you are converted and become as
little children, you will by no means
enter the kingdom of heaven.”
At the very centre of the Christian
faith and walk, at the very core and
foundation, stands the rock of the two
commandments which Jesus Christ
gave His disciples to keep. These two
commandments are so simple to understand, but so hard to do, it seems.
When one truly comes to the place
of living out or fleshing out these two
commandments, I would go so far as
to say, one has come to the place of
maturity and even perfection.
Here in Jesus’ words, are the two
commandments: “Jesus said to him,
‘You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul,
and with all your mind.’ This is the
first and great commandment. And
the second is like it: ‘You shall love
your neighbour as yourself.’ On these
two commandments hang all the Law
and the Prophets (Matthew 22:7-0).”
Some years ago, the Lord gave me a
simple revelation about the physical
cross of Jesus Christ: He showed me
that the vertical bar of the cross represents the first commandment and the
love relationship the disciple has with
Him. It is the first foundation stone of
the Christian faith. The horizontal bar
represents the second commandment;
the reaching out, to love others. If we
only have the vertical bar or the vertical love relationship, we have religion;
if we only have the horizontal love
relationships, we have humanism. The
second commandment, so absolutely
vital, is always rooted in the first commandment; where it is not so, we end
up with compromise of truth.
Jesus Christ, whose fullness we are
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pursuing, epitomises both bars of
the cross. Often we find, within the
Church, people emphasise the one
commandment, at the expense of the
other; so we have religious groups and
we have humanistic denominations
– neither of which are the heart of
Jesus Christ.
Prophetically motivated people
generally find it easier to keep the
first commandment; while pastorally
motivated people find it easier to keep
the second commandment.
At this time, Jesus the bridegroom
and the Head of the Church, is looking to perfect His love in His people.
Perfection of His love is His highest
and ultimate work of sanctification.
Recently, within our women’s discipleship group in the local church, we
took a closer look at the second commandment – having spent, in the past,
much time on focussing on the living
out of the first commandment.
Obviously, the first commandment is
the first foundation stone which has to
be in place. Fulfi lment of that means,
very simply, that we need to love the
Lord, first and foremost; He must
be the first love of our lives. We need
to love Him, more than anyone else
or anything else (see Luke 1:26, for
example).
We also understand that, in the
Christian walk, love and obedience
go hand-in-hand. It’s no good and it
profits us little, if we are always merely
telling the Lord how much we love
Him, and yet we do not back up that
declaration of love with obedient
action. Jesus Christ, and in fact the

whole Trinity, Father, Son and Holy
Spirit, are to have the position of
Lordship over our lives, and that
requires our obedience to such
authority.
Jesus says in John 1:21: “He
who has My commandments
and keeps them, it is he who
loves me (read to the end of verse
2).” This passage gives us one of
the major keys to intimacy with
Jesus and the Father – obedience.
When we obey His commandments
because we love Him, Jesus says, “I
will love him and manifest Myself to
him (verse 21b)” and “We (Father and
Jesus) will come to him and make Our
home with him (verse 2b).”
One of the main qualities prevalent
in the Bride of Jesus Christ is that He
is the first love of her life. She loves
Him passionately and longs to be with
Him. She entertains no idols that vie
for that first-love position which He
fi lls.
Now, moving on to Jesus’ second
commandment, I found the Holy
Spirit needed to bring clarity, and
unpack it some more. Many of us, like
a “certain lawyer,” want to understand
(for sincere or devious reasons) just
“who is my neighbour?”
Jesus seeks to answer that question
for the “certain lawyer,” in the parable
of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:27. Do read it.

We understand from this parable
that our neighbour is anyone and
everyone, irrespective of race, culture,
religion. This man, in the parable, had
fallen prey to thieves and had been
wounded, stripped and robbed. Sadly
we see the religious, represented by
the priest and the Levite, observed
the scene and “passed by on the other
side.” These two, I reckon, were probably trying to live their lives, obeying
the first commandment, but how they
fell short by not reaching out and
showing mercy, as the good Samaritan
did. Jesus praises the Good Samaritan
and holds up his example as the one we
should follow.
We need to note here that the Samaritan gave the robbed man, physical
and practical help. So we need to do,
for everyone we encounter, who needs
such – no matter what race, culture
or religion they are. We may, under
the leading of the Holy Spirit, pray for
Prepare the Way

such needy ones, even lead them to
Christ, but the first priority is to help
them physically and practically. We
are to show mercy to any and every
neighbour, no matter what their race,
culture or religion.
Let’s translate that into another,
but similar scenario. Your next door
neighbours are very worldly and nonChristian. One day they are robbed
and left stripped and wounded. As a
Christian neighbour, and in the light
of the parable of the Good Samaritan,
you need to give them all the practical
and physical help you can give them,
and not “pass by on the other side.”
Show mercy. Don’t think, “They are
just getting what they deserve because
they are such ungodly sinners.”
On the other hand, Jesus is not likely
to want you to have the same worldly
neighbours over for a braai every weekend, as best friends, unless they are
seeking Him and His ways, in which
case, you can be His witnesses. James
4:4 says: “Friendship with the world is
enmity with God.” We need to be able
to divide rightly the word of truth.
Now, if those physical neighbours
were brethren, part of the body and
brotherhood of Jesus Christ, you
would want to spend more time with
them. Love for the brethren is a special
love, and is a “laying down of one’s
life” kind of love. The book of 1 John
expounds in great detail on this, and
should be sincerely studied by all of
us, and sincerely lived out. Especially
helpful is the passage of 1 John 3&4.
At the end of chapter 4, we find the
shocker, “If someone says, ‘I love God,’
and hates his brother, he is a liar, for he
who does not love his brother whom
he has seen, how can he love God
whom he has not seen? And this commandment we have from Him, that he
who loves God must love his brother
also (verses 20&21).”
But, who is my Christian brother?
One who names the name of Christ?
One who goes to my Church? One
who has the same doctrine as I do?
One who believes in the baptism of the
Holy Spirit/or not, as I do? The Pentecostal/charismatic/conservative/traditional churchgoer? No, to all of the
above. Again, 1 John makes it clear: it
is the one who “practises righteousness
(see chapter 3).”
In everyone who is genuinely born of
God there is a hungering and thirsting
after righteousness. So we can discern
the brethren by their fruit. Especially
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the fruit of love and righteousness.
Love among the brethren is like true
family love. And because it is genuine,
love among the brethren incorporates
rebuke and discipline, to be exercised
by those in pastoral authority. But love
is to be the motivation for discipline
within the church. God disciplines
those whom He loves and receives. Hebrews 12:3-11 deals with this issue. As
we walk with the Lord, we do find that
He very often uses people to chasten or
discipline us.
We discover, for instance, that while
our God is a great comforter, He’s not
One who seeks to feed our self-pity.
Writing in her book, To Live Again,
author Catherine Marshall tells of the
time she had long been languishing in
bed because of tuberculosis:
“During the years when I was in bed
with tuberculosis, a good friend came
one day to the Manse to call. Anita
was a tall, stately woman, always exquisitely dressed, who was married to one
of Washington’s wealthiest men. She
was also a spirited woman with the gift
of a rare discernment. On this particular afternoon, Anita did not walk into
my bedroom – she marched in. She did
not even bother to sit down.
“Standing in the middle of the big
room, she cleared her throat as for
a speech. Her eyes were sparking as
much light as the star sapphire on her
right hand. ‘Catherine, you’ve been on
my mind for days. I’ve been tempted to
feel sorry for you. I’ll be damned if I’ll
feel sorry for. Forgive the language, but
I feel that vehemently about it.
“‘Pity wouldn’t help you a bit. Besides, why should I pity you? You have
all you need – the strength and the
guidance of God.’
“Her words were flung at me like ice
water striking my face. I might have resented them, but I didn’t. In fact, when
I had recovered from the first shock
of the ice water, I felt exhilarated,
even as Anita had hoped I would. My
thoughts raced… All right, don’t pity
me, then… See if I care! I’ll show you!
Enough of this weakness and secluded
life… I’m going to get out of here. And
courage mounted in me like mercury
rising in a thermometer in the sun.
“From that visit I learned something
important about comfort. During
those years, I had hundreds of sickroom calls. Yet that one of Anita’s
towers like a mountain-top above the
others.”

Catherine Marshall goes on to point
out that the word “comfort” is derived
from the word “fortis” – which means
strong.
So, I have discovered, there are
almost like three categories of loving
others, within the second commandment:
Firstly, there is physical, practical
showing mercy for our neighbour in
need – anyone and everyone.
Then, there is the “laying down of
your life” kind of love for the brethren
– those who pursue Christ’s love and
righteousness.
Finally, there is the third category
which is, I believe, love for one’s enemies. Please read Luke 6:27-36, which
spells it out for us.
Oh yes, what a challenge to us. Jesus’
own words and teachings, as always,
present us with the greatest challenges,
and we need to embrace the fullness of
heart of them always. Such is the case
with His teaching about loving our
enemies.
I have found that whenever I come
across a “hard” teaching of Jesus; I
need always to receive it, rather than
reject it. I need to seek to “hide it in
my heart,” asking the Holy Spirit to
keep on watering the seed, that it may
spring to life and bear fruit in my life,
in time.
As one reads of the inspirational lives
of those sincere and committed disciples who have gone before us, down
through the ages, there is a common
thread. They have had many enemies.
The enemy always opposes the uncompromising prophet, the workers of
signs and wonders and anything “sensational.” Love for enemies has always
been severely tested, for so is God’s
school, if we are to come forth as gold
and be like Jesus Christ.
The early apostles and the Church of
the book of Acts were sensational in
Spirit and in Truth. You don’t turn the
world upside down without stirring up
hornets’ nests of enemies. Are we ready
to love our enemies and to bless and
pray for those who persecute us? Oh
roll on, perfection of love and fullness
of Christ…
From Ephesians 3:17-19: “That Christ
may dwell in your hearts through
faith; that you, being rooted and
grounded in love, may be able to
comprehend with all the saints what
is the width and length and depth and
height – to know the love of Christ
which passes knowledge, that you may
be filled with all the fullness of God.”


Glorifying God in the FIRE!

by George Whitefield (1714-1770)
IRE, my brethren, not only
burns and purges but you know
it separates one thing from another,
and is made use of in chemistry and
mechanical business.
What could we do without fire? It
tries metal to purify it. God Almighty
knows, we are often purged more in
one hour by a good sound trial, than
by a thousand manifestations of his
love. It is a fine thing to come purified,
to come pardoned out of the furnace of
affliction. It is intended to purge us to
separate the precious from the vile, the
chaff from the wheat: and God, in order to do this, is pleased to put us into
one fire after another, which makes me
love to see a good man under afflictions, because it teaches something of
the work of God in the heart.
We glorify God in the fire when we
bear it patiently.
It is a dreadful thing when we are
saying with Cain, My punishment is
greater than I can bear. But the language of a soul that glorifies God in
the fire is this, Shall I, Lord, shall I a
sinful man, complain for the punishment of my sins? It is a glorious thing
when we can say with a good man,
one of whose particular friends told
me more than once, that when he was
racked with pain, and groaning all
night with trouble, he would often say,
Lord, I groan; Lord, I groan; Lord I
groan; but Lord Jesus, I appeal to You,
You know I do not grumble. Then we
glorify God in the fire, when, though
we feel pain and anguish, we at the
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same time say, Lord, we deserve this
and ten thousands times more.
We glorify God in the fire also,
when we are really and fully persuaded God will not put us in the
fire except for our good, and His
own glory.
We glorify God in the fire when we
say, Lord don’t let the fire go out till
it has purged away all my dross.
Then we glorify God when we wish
for the good of the fire, and not to
have it extinguished; when the soul
can say, Here I am, my God, do with
me as seems good in Your sight. I know
I shall not receive one stroke for which
You will not give me a plaster and let
me know why You are contending with
me.
You glorify God in the fire when
you are not grumbling, but humbly
submitting to his will.
A humble spirit walks not in sulkiness and stubbornness. There are some
spirits too stout, they will not speak.
When that awful message was brought
to Eli, what does he say? It is the Lord,
let Him do what seems good to Him; let
my children be killed, whatever be done
it is the Lord’s doing; only, Lord, save
my soul at last.
We glorify God in the fire, when
in the midst of the fire we can sing
God’s high praises.
Thus the children of Israel glorified the Lord. The song of the three
children in the fiery furnace is a sweet
song! As are all that are made in the
fire. O all the works of the Lord, praise
and magnify Him forever!

Then we glorify God in the fire when
we rejoice in him, when we not only
think but know it’s for the best, and
can thank God for striking us; can
thank God for whipping us; can bless
God for not letting us alone; thank
God for not saying, let him alone. This
is to glorify God in the fire. Not only
so, says the apostle, but we glory in
tribulation, knowing that tribulation
works patience. In a word, we glorify
the Lord in the fire when we have
exercised patience, meekness, humility; learning more to distrust ourselves,
having a deeper knowledge of our own
weakness, and of God’s omnipotence
and grace.
Happy are we when we can look back
and say, Thus have I been enabled to
glorify God in the fire. Happy are you
that you have got into Christ’s fire!
Happy are you that you have found his
fires in your soul! I believe many souls
have.
O that the Lord Jesus Christ will
help you to glorify Him in whatever
fires He shall be pleased to send you,
and into what furnaces He shall be
pleased to put you. We shall then sing
“the church triumphant,” much better
than we sing now. We shall see Jesus
Christ ready to help us when we are in
the furnace.
O that this thought may make every
poor sinner say, By the help of God I
will be a Christian; by the help of God,
if I must burn, it shall be burning with
the love of Christ. I will say then, O
Lord, glorify Yourself by snatching me
as a brand from the devil’s fire. O that
this might be the cry of every heart!
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How to preach without results

by Charles G. Finney
1. Let your supreme motive be to increase your own popularity – then, of
course, your preaching will be suited
for that purpose, and not to convert
souls to Christ.
2. Avoid preaching doctrines that
are offensive to the carnal mind, lest
they should say to you, as they did to
Christ, “This is a hard saying, who can
hear it?”
3. Make no distinct points, and do not
disturb the consciences of your hearers, lest they become alarmed about
their souls.
4. Avoid all illustrations, repetitions,
and emphatic sentences that may
compel your people to remember what
you say.
5. Avoid all heat and earnestness
in your delivery, lest you make the
impression that you really believe what
you say.
6. Address the emotions, and not the
conscience, of your hearers.
7. Be careful not to testify from your
own experiences of the power of the
Gospel, lest you should produce the
conviction upon your hearers that you
have something which they need.
8. Do not awaken uncomfortable
memories by reminding your listeners
of their past sins.
9. Denounce sin in general, but make
no reference to the specific sins of your
present audience.
10. Do not make the impression that
God commands your listeners here
and now to obey the truth. Do not let
them think that you expect them to
commit themselves right on the spot
to give their hearts to God.
11. Leave the impression that they are
expected to go away in their sins, and
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to consider the matter at their convenience.
12. Dwell much upon their inability
to obey, and leave the impression that
they must wait for God to change their
natures.
13. Preach salvation by grace, but
ignore the condemned and lost condition of the sinner, lest he should
understand what you mean by grace,
and feel his need of it.
14. Preach the Gospel as a remedy, but
conceal or ignore the fatal disease of
the sinner.
15. Do not speak of the spirituality
of God’s holy law (by which comes
the knowledge of sin), lest the sinner
should see his lost condition and flee
from the wrath to come.
16. Make no appeals to the fears of sinners, but leave the impression that they
have no reason to fear.
17. Preach Christ as an infinite amiable and good-natured being, but ignore
those scathing rebukes of sinners and
hypocrites which so often made His
hearers tremble.
18. Admit, either obviously or casually,
that all men have some moral goodness
in them, lest sinners should understand that they need a radical change
of heart, from sin to holiness.
19. Say so little of hell that your people

will think that you do not believe in
its existence yourself.
20. Make the impression that, if God
is as good as you are, He could not
send anyone to hell.
21. Make no disagreeable references to
the teachings of self denial, cross bearing, and crucifixion to the world, lest
you should convict and convert some
of your church members.
22. Do not rebuke the worldly tendencies of the church, lest you should hurt
their feelings, and finally convert some
of them.
23. Do not rebuke extravagance in
dress, lest you should make an uncomfortable impression on your vain and
worldly church members.
24. Encourage lots of church socials,
and attend them yourself.
25. Make it your great aim to be personally popular with all your hearers.
26. Aim to make your hearers pleased
with themselves and pleased with you,
and be careful especially not to wound
the feelings of anyone.
27. Especially avoid preaching to those
who are present. Preach about sinners,
but not to them. Say “they,” and not
“you,” lest anyone should take your
subject personally and apply it to their
own life, securing the salvation of their
soul.
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and missionaries.
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You will have

to fight
by Henry Frueh
E live in the midst of a vicious
war being fought in many
battlefields with an array of weapons
and armaments. Do not be deceived,
most professing Christians are content to attend a local church which
meets their needs and the needs of
their family, but as far as entering
and participating in this Spiritual
war they are blissfully and voluntarily ignorant and absent.
This is not a battle over moral issues,
no matter how serious. Abortion, gay
marriage, and all the other convenient
issues are only a mirage compared with
the larger and eternal issues that are
slipping away before our very eyes and
with which the church has become
complicit. You and I will one day give
an account before the Master and
Author of salvation.
We live in the midst of a doctrinally
ignorant and pacifist church that has
mistaken love for the acceptance of
grievous error that is tearing the very
heart out of the Gospel. You shall know
the truth and the truth shall make you
free. The truth is changing within the
church without much resistance from
the ones who should be the guardians
of truth: God’s servants.
Bible study, if any, centres on us rather than Him. What can God do for
me and my situation is the self-serving

W

teaching – not what God commands
from me and the privilege it is to be
His servant.
But what many don’t know or wish
to know is that the message of salvation is slowly and not so slowly being
redefined, repackaged, and ultimately
rendered eternally useless. And there
seems to be a slumbering spirit that
has enveloped the church while the
spirits of anti-christ boldly plunder the
faith once delivered to the saints.
If you want to please the Heavenly
Father and be found a faithful follower
of Jesus Christ you will have to fight.
Oh yes, the enemy is upon us and the
kingdom of heaven suffers violence
and only the violent take it by force.
Does that mean we are to become
abrasive and unkind? No, we are still
to have the aroma of God’s Spirit in
our speech but we must make a glorious and unswerving commitment to
God’s Word that sends us voraciously
to the dining room of the Almighty’s
feast of truth. Reading, praying, meditating, learning, comparing, memorising, speaking, sharing, and living the
uncompromising truth of God’s Word
must be our lives, if we truly believe it
is the Word of God.
Awake, says God’s Spirit, and pick up
the Sword of the Spirit to both circumcise our own hearts and to wield
it in battle. How can the majority of
pew-dwellers arrive at the building on
Sunday mornings with a clear con-

science about treating God’s Word so
despicably during the week, much less
that very morning? And they leave the
service happy and content with their
Spiritual walk after having listened to
a sermon purchased on the internet.
Oh yes, my friend, what we are doing
will never win the victory either personally or ecclesiastically. We will have
to push away from the world’s table,
rejecting its entertaining delicacies,
and put on the whole armour of God
and His Word. And do not think that
because an article like this one speaks
against the falling away that it can
serve as a substitute for personal devotion and obedience to the Word. No,
that is another deception of the evil
one when we feel that because we have
spoken against the deteriorating truth
within the church that it relieves us
from following hard after the Saviour
in our personal lives.
In so doing we become as sounding
brass and tinkling cymbal and our
words are fleshly echoes of a hollow
Spiritual life. The Spirit is calling all of
us to join the battle by drawing closer
to our Wonderful Lord and Saviour
by sacrificially committing our time to
His Word.
Here are some of the issues that have
doctrinally veered off course and now
lie broken in the streets:

The Incarnation

Men of theological ill repute are
questioning the divinity of the Lord
Jesus by removing the essential nature
of the incarnation and allowing for
different perspectives.

The Word

Many now view the Bible as an overview narrative of God’s dealing with
mankind and rejecting the specific
doctrinal teaching essence of the Scriptures. They enjoy the Gospel narratives
and the Old Testament history but
soften the specific, apostolic teaching
of the Apostle Paul. And inerrancy is a
non-essential.

Salvation

The elements of true salvation are
vague and nebulous at best, and the
salvation of people who never heard
the Gospel is now a possibility. The
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Roman Catholic Church, liberal
mainline Protestant denominations,
and unbelieving Jews are now part of
the body of Christ.

Jesus

Many now teach that we should not
concentrate so much on the divinity
of Christ and His redemptive mission,
but we need to start to accentuate His
humanitarian efforts and downplay
the cross.
While we slept, the enemy has come
in and sown seeds in God’s own fields
over which we were to be watching
and ploughing. Just outrage will not
please God. No, only personal repentance with a corresponding revival will
please the Father.
And one of the main battlefields, the
prayer closet, has been fully captured
by the enemy, which has cut off the
supply line to our only power. Without
me you can do nothing!
Go ahead and consider this article
“melodramatic” and “over the top” but
eternity will show that it is far worse
than we can all know. The Word calls
us by the Spirit. Will we hear and heed
the call?
If you desire to follow in His steps

you’re going to have to fight.
It is a glorious fight that started way
before we arrived at His camp, but it is
now on our watch and passivity means
defeat. We need an awakening that
allows the Spirit of God to interject
Himself into our self-centred lives and
break up the fallow ground in order
to furiously plant a harvest of God’s
Word.
God has given us His Word, His Son,
and graciously put Him in written
form so that we might understand
Who God is, namely, Jesus the Christ.
How can we allow strangers to play
intellectual checkers with the Holy
Scriptures? And more personally, how
can we treat God’s Word as a Spiritual
curiosity rather than our very life?
Before the creation was spoken into
being, God made a promise which
He swore by Himself. Before the dust
swirled into Adam, God had made
a promise. Before Bethlehem, God
had made a promise. On Bethlehem’s
night, God kept His promise. Through
Moses, Samuel, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Matthew, Mark, Paul, John, and others
God taught us about His promise, the
Word.
From the seed of the woman in Gen-

esis to Isaiah 53 to John the Baptist’s
identification of God’s Lamb, God has
kept His Word. Through the scrolls
of the New Testament writers, the
sacrifice of faithful scribes, all the way
to Gutenberg’s press, God was diligent
in offering His Word, keeping His
promise.
From the early church, to the reformation, to the first and second awakening, and through many small revivals, and using many faithful servants
both renowned and unknown, God
was continuing to keep His promise,
His Word. From the first creative
Word to the year of our Lord 2007,
God has faithfully kept His Word
and continued to offer it to those who
desperately need it.
God has kept His Word… but we
have not.
And when the modern church movements tamper with and wrest the Holy
Word they are in reality attacking the
Lord Jesus Himself while the church
plays the lethargic fool.
Repent.
Make no mistake, you are going to
have to fight to follow.
But first you will have to surrender...

Warrior’s code for Christ

by Paul Walker
RECENTLY we suffered the loss of our first grandson
(second grandchild), Isaac, after eight days here on earth.
Any who have lost a child truly understand the depth of
this grief.
This has also been a time of renewal in my own life. In
times like these as God winnows away the chaff, the Master
makes clear what He regards as important. My temporal happiness is not of great importance to Him, but holiness is. As a
result, I’ve been working on a list of what is important to me
and, I believe, to my God.
It’s a very short list. The list of the unimportant is growing
longer very quickly. I find that my short list reflects the list of
the great Reformers.
1. Sola Scriptura (Scripture alone). Translation: Don’t bore
me with the latest Church Growth/Self-help/Goal setting
manual. Not interested, won’t read it. Only clear Biblical
doctrine is important to my faith.
2. Solus Christus (Christ alone). Translation: Salvation is
in Christ alone, the Christ of Scripture. No social gospel, no
works based “servant evangelism,” just the genuine Jesus of
the Bible, period.
3. Sola fide (Faith alone). Translation: I’m not interested in
methodologies, only the one given by Christ, “go into all the
world and preach the Gospel to every creature.”
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4. Sola gratia (Grace alone). Translation: Salvation is only
by His grace, not new-age meditation, not purpose-driven
works, not numbers based strategies. Just God’s grace.
5. Soli Deo gloria (For God’s glory alone). Translation:
Don’t bother me with politics, church or secular. If you
want to wield authority, if you want to “build the kingdom,” if you want to play church, if you want to discuss
modern culture, I’m simply not interested because God’s
Word is timeless and unaffected by all these things. He will
establish His kingdom and it is not of this earth. And all
things exist solely for His glory.
From now on, all that matters to me is in the preceding
list. My decisions will be based on whether any issue is
compatible with these. I will no longer waste time worrying about numbers, whatever is being counted – whether
money, members, success, or whatever.
I will no longer fret about hurting feelings. Whether or
not this hurts some is of no great consequence. I must obey
my God, not “the tyranny of the urgent.” I have heard a
higher call and I must follow Christ Jesus, our Great Shepherd.
If you are like-minded, come alongside and we’ll travel
together. If you’re of another mind, please get out of the
way. For it is written: “Can two walk together, except they
be agreed (Amos 3:3)?” SOLI DEO GLORIA!
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God And

Mammon

by Zac Poonen
T is interesting to see that even
though Jesus referred to satan
as “the ruler of this world (John
14:30).” He never referred to satan
as the alternative master to God,
whom people have the choice of
serving.
When Jesus spoke of two masters
whom men could serve, He said that
the two were God and Mammon
(Luke 16:13). In Christendom, generally speaking, preachers have always
urged people to choose between God
and satan. Jesus, however, urged people
to choose between God and Mammon.
Satan is a master schemer. He knows
that if people are told to choose
between God and satan, no one will
choose satan. But when the choice is
between God and Mammon, satan
knows that even believers will find it
difficult to make a decisive choice.
Satan knows that most Christians
choose their jobs and their place of
residence, etc., based on their passion
for Mammon (property and money)
rather than on any desire for the
promotion of God’s kingdom. Satan
knows that all such believers are useless for God’s purposes, irrespective of
the amount of religious activity they
engage in.
Satan also knows that most of the
Christian work in the world is more
dependent on Mammon (money and
property) than on the power of the
Holy Spirit. Satan knows that all such
Christian work will not have any
eternal value – even if the reports of
such work appear impressive when
presented attractively by “public relations experts” in colourful Christian
magazines!
We must not be ignorant of satan’s
wiles. It is against satan’s wiles that we
are told to stand firm, and not against
12
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his wrath (Ephesians 6:11). Satan’s
wrath has never hindered the work
of God at any time. Persecution has
only made the church of Jesus Christ
flourish in every country and at all
times. But satan has often succeeded
with his wiles, where he has failed to
accomplish anything with his wrath
(see Revelation 12:11&12).
Satan is happy to be hidden, out of
sight, because he knows he can deceive
people better that way. He knows very
well that when a believer is influenced
by the love of mammon in his decisions, he is actually serving the prince
of Mammon, even if he imagines that
he is serving God!

Part of a system our
lord came to destroy
When a believer’s attitude to Mammon is wrong, he will be wrong in
every other area, too – because he then
becomes a part of this world system
that our Lord came to destroy. Such a
man is a traitor to the Lord’s cause on
earth, even though he may not realise
it. He is actually working on satan’s
side, without knowing it. This is the
fundamental problem with many
believers today. They have not understood satan’s schemes.
Before Jesus went to the cross, He
told His disciples, “The prince of this

world comes and he has no power over
Me (John 14:30).” Mammon had no
power over Jesus. And so satan could
find no foothold in Him and could
not touch Him in any way. But satan finds plenty of foothold through
Mammon in the lives of most believers. Thus he is able to divert them from
God’s perfect plan for their lives.
Throughout the last 20 centuries,
the greatest opposition for the Lord’s
servants has always come from “Christians” and so-called “believers” who
are Biblical in all their doctrines except
the doctrine of “the love of money!” It
is not at all surprising that “believers”
who worship Mammon oppose God’s
true prophets. Jesus Himself faced
such opposition from the leaders of
the Pharisees who had all their other
doctrines right (Matthew 23:3), but
who loved and served Mammon (Luke
16:14).
Christians who pursue Mammon
have plenty of money to travel whenever they like, and wherever they like.
They also have enough to buy whatever
they like, whenever they like. Only
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lovers of Mammon can afford such
expensive habits. But those who have
an extravagant lifestyle can never be
witnesses for the Lord in the midst of a
suffering world.

Beyond what we need
It is dangerous to have money far
beyond what we need. It was because
Jonah had plenty of extra money that
he could afford to buy a ticket to go
to Tarshish – in plain disobedience to
the Lord’s command. How safe Jonah
would have been from such a temptation, if he did not have any excess money available with him at that time.
It was to save His apostles from such
temptations, that Jesus left them poor
in the world. The Lord Who made Job,
Abraham and David rich could easily
have made His apostles rich, too. But
He didn’t. Why? Because new-covenant apostles, unlike Old Testament
saints, had to wage war against satan.
And when satan came against them,
it was essential that satan should find
“no love for Mammon in them.” Otherwise the Lord’s purposes could never
have been fulfilled through them.
What about you? When satan comes
against you, does he have power over
you, because he finds the love of Mammon in you?
The battle against satan is not fought
on earth, but in “the heavenlies (EphPrepare the Way

esians 6:12).” It is there that satan’s
power has to be bound by us (Matthew
18:18). Only those who are heavenlyminded can fight this battle. Those
who love Mammon are earthly-minded and are useless in this battle. Satan
knows that very well, even if believers
don’t.
In heaven, the saints walk on golden
streets. Heaven has been prepared for
those who have learned to put gold
under their feet even on earth. Our
fasting and praying cannot accomplish
God’s purposes, if we love Mammon
and are earthly-minded. It is only the
prayer of “a righteous man” – one
who has been freed from attachment
to earthly things, like Elijah – whose
prayers are effective before God (James
5:16&17). This is why God allows us at
times, to lose large amounts of money
– to deliver us from the love of Mammon and to make us effective for Him.
It will be very difficult for a disciple
of Jesus, if he is totally honest and
wholehearted, to become rich through
his business in a world that is under
the dominion of satan. To become
a wealthy man in such a world, one
would have to follow satan’s principles
in some area or the other, and disobey
the principles of God’s Word.
The Bible clearly says, “Those who
want to get rich fall into temptation
and a snare and many foolish and
harmful desires which plunge men
into ruin and destruction (1 Timothy 6:9).” One who seeks to be “rich
towards God” can never become “rich
in this world (Luke 12:21; 1 Timothy
6:17).”
This applies also to preachers who
become rich through preaching the
Gospel and selling Christian books
and tapes. Another gimmick these
days is to conduct tours to Israel (“the
holy land?”). If a preacher can gather
10 people for a trip to Israel, the travel
agent will give him one free ticket. All
such preachers are worshipping “the
golden calf” and are servants of Mammon, and not of the Lord Jesus Christ.
(Someone asked me once if I had ever
been to the holy land. I told him I was
walking there every day!)
The “prosperity gospel” was invented
in the latter half of the 20th century
by Mammon-loving preachers who
had to find some “Scriptural” explanation to justify their extravagant

lifestyles and the immense amount
of wealth that they had accumulated
from the tithes and offerings of their
“devotees.” So they hunted up Old
Testament promises that God had
given to Israel and began to proclaim
those promises as the unfailing mark
of God’s blessing today. And moneyloving believers gladly lapped up this
new Gospel!

The prosperity
gospel worked...
A secular journalist in the U.S.A.,
who heard of such a church where
the “prosperity gospel” was being
preached, wanted to find out if this
teaching really worked. So he went to
the church’s parking lot and checked
out the makes of the cars parked there.
He found that the cars parked in the
spots reserved for the “Pastor” and
“Assistant Pastors” were expensive
cars! But most of the other cars were
cheap ones! He concluded that the
“prosperity gospel” did work – but
only for those who lived off the tithes
and offerings of the congregation.
The rest of the congregation remained
in the same condition that they had
always been in!
Even in poor countries like India,
preachers are becoming rich off the
tithes and offerings of poor people,
through this counterfeit gospel.
What must the Lord think of the
Christian “church” and its leaders
today, who have pursued Mammon,
become tolerant of sin, and thus made
themselves powerless in the battle
against satan. The gates of Hell have
prevailed against this “church.” And
that is the clearest proof that this
“church” is not the church that our
Lord is building – for the powers of
darkness can never prevail against that
church (Matthew 16:18).
Whenever a genuine Holy-Spirit
revival comes anywhere, it will be a
revival that delivers believers from the
love of Mammon. Only such a revival
will drive the prince of Mammon out
of the church.
Any other so-called “revival” is a
counterfeit. He who has ears to hear,
let him hear.
Copyright: Zac Poonen. Webpages:
http://poonen/org/zac and www.cfcindia.
com
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What
is the

Gospel?

by Harry Ironside
“Now I make known to you, brethren, the
gospel which I preached to you, which also you
received, in which also you stand, by which
also you are saved, if you hold fast the word
which I preached to you, unless you believed in
vain. For I delivered to you as of ﬁrst importance what I also received, that Christ died
for our sins according to the Scriptures, and
that He was buried, and that He was raised
on the third day according to the Scriptures (
Corinthians :-).”
T might seem superﬂuous to
answer a question like this. We
hear the word, “Gospel” used many
times. People talk of this and that
as being “the Gospel,” and I often
wonder what they mean by it.
First I should like to say what it is
not. The Gospel is:
Not The Bible. Often when I inquire,
“What do you think the Gospel is?”
people reply, “Why, it’s the Bible, the
Word of God.” Undoubtedly the Bible
is the Word of God, but there’s a great
deal in that Book that is not Gospel.
The word “gospel” means the good
tidings, the good news. The Gospel is
God’s good news for sinners. The Bible
contains the Gospel, but there is a
much in the Bible which is not Gospel.
Not The Commandments. The Gospel is not just a message from God telling man how he should behave. “What
is the Gospel?” I asked a man, and he
answered, “It’s the 10 Commandments
and the Sermon on the Mount, and if
a man lives up to them he’s all right.”
Well, I imagine he would be; but did
you ever know anybody who lived up
1
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to them? The Sermon on the Mount
demands a righteousness which unregenerate man cannot produce. The law
is not the Gospel; it is the very antitheses of the Gospel. In fact, the law was
given by God to show men their need
of the Gospel (Galatians :2).
Not Repentance. The Gospel is not a
call to repent, amend our ways, make
restitution for past sins, or promise to
do better in the future. These things
are important, but they don’t constitute the Gospel. The Gospel is not
good advice to be obeyed, it is good
news to be believed.
Not Giving Up The World. Nor is
the Gospel a demand that you give
up the world, that you break off bad
habits and try to cultivate good ones.
You can do these things, and still
never believe the Gospel and so never
be saved.
Not Comparative Religion. Men
compare different religious systems
with each other, but the Gospel is not
one of them. All the different religions
in the world can be studied comparatively, for they are all alike; they all
have man trying to earn his own salvation and earn his way into the favour
of God. This is in vivid contrast with
the Gospel, for the Gospel is the glorious message that tells us what God has
done for us so that guilty sinners may
be saved.
The seven designations of this Gospel are called:
1. The Gospel Of The Kingdom. It
is only through believing the Gospel
that men are born into the Kingdom

of God. But neither Nicodemus, nor
you, nor I could ever bring this about
ourselves. We had nothing to with
our first birth, and can have nothing
to do with our second birth. It must
be the work of God, and it is wrought
through the Gospel. That is why the
Gospel is called the Gospel of the
Kingdom, for, “Except a man be born
again he cannot see the Kingdom of
God (John :,7).” (See also 1 Peter
1:2-2)
Paul and the other apostles preached
the Gospel of the Kingdom of God,
and they showed that the only way to
get into that Kingdom was by a second
birth, and that the only way the second
birth could be brought about was
through believing the Gospel.
2. The Gospel Of God. He is the
source of it, and it is totally of Himself.
No man ever thought of a Gospel like
this. The fact that all the religions of
the world make man try to work for
his own salvation indicates the fact
that no man would ever have dreamed
of such a Gospel as that which is revealed in this Book.
It came from the heart of God; it
was God who “so loved the world that
He gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believes in Him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.”
And because it is the Gospel of God,
God is very jealous of it. He wants it
kept pure. He doesn’t want it mixed
with man’s theories or laws; He doesn’t
want it mixed up with religious ordinances or anything of that kind.
3. The Gospel Of His Son. Not merely because the Son went everywhere
preaching the Gospel, but because He
is the theme of it. “We preach Christ
crucified... the power of God, and
the wisdom of God (1 Corinthians
1:2&2).”
No man preaches the Gospel who
does not exalt the Lord Jesus. It is
God’s wonderful message about His
Son. I have gone to meetings where
they told me I would hear the Gospel, and instead I heard a bewildered
preacher talk to a bewildered audience
about everything and anything but the
Lord Jesus Christ. The Gospel has to
do with nothing else but Christ.
4. The Gospel Of Christ. The Apostle Peter preaching on the day of Pentecost of the risen Saviour, says, “God
has made that same Jesus, whom you
have crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
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He speaks of Him as the anointed
One, exalted at God’s right hand.
The Gospel is the Gospel of the Risen
Christ. There would be no Gospel for
sinners if Christ had not been raised.
“If Christ has not been raised, your
faith is worthless; you are still in your
sins (1 Corinthians 15:17).”
We are not preaching the Gospel of a
dead Christ, but of a living Christ who
sits exalted at the Father’s right hand,
and is living to save all who put their
trust in Him. That is why those of us
who know the Gospel never have any
crucifixes in our churches or in our
homes. The crucifix represents a dead
Christ hanging on a cross of shame.
But we are not pointing men to a
dead Christ; we are preaching a living
Christ.
5. The Gospel Of The Grace Of God.
It leaves no room for human merit. It
brushes away all man’s pretension to
deserve anything except judgement.
It is the Gospel of grace, and grace is
God’s free unmerited favour to those
who deserved the opposite. “If by
grace, then it is no more works... but if
it be of works, then is it no more grace
(Romans 11:6).”
6. The Gospel Of The Glory Of God.
I love that name. It is the Gospel of the
Glory of God because it comes from
the place where our Lord Jesus has entered. The veil has been rent, and now
the glory shines out; and whenever this
Gospel is proclaimed, it tells of a way
into the glory for sinful man, a way to
come before the Mercy Seat purged
from every stain. It is the Gospel of the
Glory of God, because, until Christ
had entered into the Glory, it could
not be preached in its fullness but,
after the glory received Him, then the
message went out to a lost world.
7. The Everlasting Gospel. It will
never be superseded by another. No
other went before it, and no other will
come after it. Were this world to go on
a million years, it would never need
any other Gospel; the Gospel which,
throughout the centuries has been saving guilty sinners.
THE GOSPEL DECLARED
There is such a thing as merely believing with the mind when the heart has
not been reached. But wherever men
believe this Gospel in real faith, they
are saved through the message.
The Gospel was no new thing in
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God’s mind. It was predicted throughout the Old Testament. It began in
Eden when the Lord said, “The seed of
the woman shall bruise your head.” It
was typified in every sacrifice offered.
It was portrayed in the wonderful
Tabernacle, and in the Temple.
We have it in the proclamation of
Isaiah, “He was wounded for our
transgressions, He was bruised for
our iniquities, the chastisement of our
peace was upon Him: and with His
stripes we are healed.” All through
the Old Testament, the Gospel was
predicted, and when Jesus came, the
Gospel came with Him. When He
died, when He was buried, and when
He rose again, the Gospel could be
fully told out to a lost world.
CHRIST’S DEATH - NOT HIS
LIFE
I was preaching in a church, and a
minister prayed, “Lord, grant Your
blessing as the Word is preached tonight. May it be the means of causing
people to fall in love with the Christlife, that they may begin to live the
Christ-life.” I felt like saying, “Brother,
sit down; don’t insult God like that,”
but I felt I had to be courteous, and I
knew that my turn would come, when
I could get up and give them the truth.
The Gospel is not asking men to
live the Christ-life. If your salvation
depends upon you doing that, you’re
heading for Hell, for you never can live
it in yourself. It is utterly impossible.
But the message of the Gospel is the
atonement of Christ. He didn’t come
to tell men how to live so they might
save themselves; He didn’t come to
save men by living His beautiful life.
He came to die. He “was made a little
lower than the angels for the suffering
of death.” Christ Jesus gave Himself
a ransom for all. There is no Gospel if
the vicarious death of Jesus is left out,
and there is no other way whereby you
can be saved than through the death of
the blessed spotless Son of God.
Someone says, “But I do not understand it.” If you don’t see that there’s
no other way of salvation for you,
except through the death of the Lord
Jesus, then that tells the sad story that
you are among the lost. You are not
merely in danger of being lost in the
Day of Judgement; but you are lost
now. But, thank God, “the Son of Man
is come to seek and to save that which

was lost,” and seeking the lost He went
to the cross.
THE NECESSITY OF DEATH
He had to die, to go down into the
dark waters of death, that you might
be saved. Can you think of any ingratitude more vile than that of a man or
woman who ignores the life offered by
the Saviour who died on the Cross for
them? He was held by death for three
days and nights, until God’s appointed
time had come. Then, “He was raised
again the third day according to the
Scriptures.” That is the Gospel, and
nothing can be added to that.
Some people say, “Must I repent?”
Yes, you must repent, but that is not
the Gospel. “Must I be baptised?” You
ought to be baptised, but baptism is
not the Gospel (1 Corinthians 1:17).
This is all there is to it. “Christ died
for our sins according to the Scriptures, and was buried, and rose again
on the third day according to the
Scriptures.”
THE GOSPEL ACCEPTED
If you believe the Gospel, you are
saved; if you believe Christ died for
your sins, that He was buried, and that
He rose again, God says you are saved.
Do you believe it? No man ever believed that except by the Holy Spirit. It
is the Spirit of God that overcomes the
natural unbelief of the human heart
and enables a man to put his trust in
that message. When Jesus said, “It is
finished” the work of salvation was
completed. A dear saint was dying, and
looking up he said, “It is finished; on
that I can cast my eternity. Upon a life
I did not live, Upon a death I did not
die; Another’s life, another’s death, I
stake my whole eternity.” Can you say
that, and say it in faith?
THE GOSPEL REJECTED
The Lord Jesus said to His disciples,
“He who believes and is baptised shall
be saved; but he who does not believe
shall be damned (Mark 16:16).”
He who does not believe shall be
judged, condemned, lost. Have you
believed? Have you put your trust
in the Gospel; is it the confidence of
your soul? Or have you been trusting
in something else? If you have been
resting in anything short of the Christ
who died, who was buried, who rose
again, I plead with you, turn from
every other refuge, and flee to Christ
today. Repent, and believe the Gospel.
15

The

unequal

Yoke

by C. H. Mackintosh (condensed &
modernised)
O ONE who sincerely desires
true discipleship can possibly
consider the Christianity of today
without an indescribable feeling
of sorrow and heaviness. Its tone is
low, its aspect sickly, and its spirit
enfeebled.
“The love of Christ,” says the apostle, “constrains us.” This is the most
powerful motive of all. The more the
heart is filled with Christ’s love, and
the eye filled with His blessed Person,
the more closely shall we seek to follow
in His heavenly footsteps.
Nothing can be more selfish than,
having received salvation as the fruit
of Christ’s agony and bloody sweat, to
then keep as far from Him as we can
without forfeiting our personal safety.
“Provided I escape hell-fire, I’m not
interested in discipleship.” Don’t you
detest this sentiment? If so, flee from
it and let your heart be: “Provided that
my blessed Master is glorified, it matters little about my personal safety.”
Oh, that the Holy Spirit would raise
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up a band of separated and consecrated
followers of the Lamb, bound by the
cords of love to the horns of the altar!
Now, among the obstacles to this
thorough consecration of heart to
Christ, “the unequal yoke” has a very
prominent place.
“Do not be unequally yoked with
unbelievers. For what partnership does
righteousness have with lawlessness?
And what fellowship does light have
with darkness? And what agreement
does Christ have with Belial? Or
what part does a believer have with
an unbeliever? And what agreement
does a temple of God have with idols?
For you are a temple of the living
God, even as God said, ‘I will dwell
in them and walk among them, and
I will be their God, and they shall be
My people.’ Because of this, ‘come out
from among them and be separated,’
says the Lord, ‘and do not touch the
unclean thing, and I will receive you.
And I will be a Father to you, and you
will be sons and daughters to Me,’ says
the Lord Almighty. (2 Corinthians
6:14-18).”
Under the law, we learn the same
principle. “You shall not sow your
vineyard with two kinds of seed, or
all the produce of the seed which you

have sown and the increase of the
vineyard will become defiled. You shall
not plough with an ox and a donkey
together. You shall not wear a material mixed of wool and linen together
(Deuteronomy 22:9-11).”
These scriptures set forth the evil of
an unequal yoke. No one can be an unshackled follower of Christ who is, in
any way, “unequally yoked.” He may be
a saved person, he may be a true child
of God – but he can’t be a thorough
disciple.
“Come out... and I will receive you...
and you shall be my sons and daughters.” That is to say, “Get your neck out
of the unequal yoke, and I will receive
you, and there shall be the full, public,
practical manifestation of your relationship with the Lord Almighty.”
God cannot fully and publicly own
those who are unequally yoked together with unbelievers, for, were He
to do so, it would be a vindication of
the unequal yoke. He cannot acknowledge “darkness,” “lawlessness,” “Belial,” “idols,” and “an unbeliever.” How
could He! So, if I yoke myself with any
of these, I am morally and publicly
identified with them, and not with
God. I have put myself in a position
which God cannot own and, therefore,
He cannot own me! But if I if I take
my neck out of the unequal yoke then,
and only then, can I be publicly and
fully received and owned as a “son or
daughter of the Lord Almighty.”
God’s grace is infinite, and can meet
us in all our failure and weakness; but
if our souls desire a higher order of
discipleship, we must at once cast off
the unequal yoke, cost what it may.
There are four areas in which the
unequal yoke is found – the domestic,
the commercial, the religious, and the
charitable.
1. First, the marriage yoke. What
pen can portray the mental anguish,
the moral misery, the harm to spiritual
life and testimony flowing from a
Christian’s marriage with an unconverted person?
Nothing can be worse than the condition of one who discovers, too late,
that he has linked himself for life to
one with whom he can’t have a single
thought or feeling in common. One
desires to serve Christ, the other can
only serve the devil: one breathes after
the things of God, the other sighs for
the things of this present world: the
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one earnestly seeks to mortify the flesh
with all its desires, the other only seeks
to minister to and gratify these very
things.
The sheep longs to feed on green
pasture in the field, while the goat
craves the brambles growing in the
ditch. If they are yoked together both
are starved – unless the goat succeeds
in forcing his companion to remain
among the brambles, there to languish
and die.
It will be found, almost without
exception, that in cases of the unequal
marriage yoke, the Christian is the
sufferer, as evidenced by the bitter
fruits of a bad conscience, a depressed
heart, a gloomy spirit, and a desponding mind.
I question if any one can give a more
devastating blow to his spiritual life
than by assuming an unequal yoke.
A racer in the Olympic games might
just as well expect to gain the crown
of victory by attaching a dead body to
himself!
Morally, too, the consequences are
truly miserable. Two people have
come together in the closest and most
intimate relationship, with tastes,
habits and desires diametrically opposed. They have nothing in common;
so in every area they grate against
each other. It is dishonouring to God,
destructive to spiritual prosperity, and
entirely hostile to domestic peace and
blessing.
Its effect upon children, is equally
sad. These are almost sure to flow in
the current with the unconverted parent. “Their children spoke half in the
speech of Ashdod, and could not speak
in the Jews’ language, but according
to the language of each people.” There
can be no union of heart in the training of the children. One desires to
bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord, the other desires
to bring them up in the principles of
the world, the flesh and the devil.
When the soul is in full communion
with God, it sees things as He sees
them, calls them what He calls them,
and not what the devil or his own
carnal heart would call them. In this
way, the believer is protected from a
false profession of faith by the person
he desires to marry. This is very common! The heart is treacherous enough
to make a profession of faith in order
to gain its end. And the devil, who is
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“transformed into an angel of light,”
will lead to this false profession in
order to entrap a child of God.
Alas! Experience soon opens the
eyes to the reality. It is discovered that
the profession was all a show, that the
heart is entirely in and of the world. A
terrible discovery! Who can detail the
bitter consequences of such a discovery: the anguish of heart, the bitter
reproaches and cuttings of conscience,
the shame and confusion, the loss of
power and blessing, the forfeiting of
spiritual peace and joy, the sacrifice of
a life of usefulness? Who can describe
these things?
The Christian awakens to the awful
reality that he is yoked for life with
“Belial!” Yes, this is what the Spirit
calls it. If you are in danger of entering into such a yoke, let me solemnly
entreat of you to pause first, and weigh
the matter in the balance, before you
go any further on such a fatal path. Let
nothing induce you to yoke yourself
with an unbeliever!
Where conversion takes place after
marriage, it’s a different matter. There
will be difficulty, trial, and sorrow but
one can far more easily bring the trial
and sorrow into the Lord’s presence.
To such a one the Spirit of God has
given specific direction and blessed encouragement in 1 Corinthians 7:12-16.
2. We shall now consider the unequal yoke in commerce and business partnerships. When a Christian
yokes himself with an unbeliever in
business or when he becomes a member of a worldly firm, he surrenders his
individual responsibility. The acts of
the firm become his acts, and it’s out
of the question to think of getting a
worldly firm to act on heavenly principles.
They will compel him to do business
as others do or else leave, at great loss
to himself and his family. Where the
eye is single, there will be no hesitation as to which option to choose. A
man whose eye was single could not
possibly have yoked himself with an
unbeliever for the purpose of making
money in the first place!
The Christian who errs in this matter may try to persuade himself that
everything is alright. But this will be
found to be false. A servant of Christ
will be hampered in a hundred ways by
his worldly partnership. If he isn’t met
with open hostility, he will encounter
the enemy’s constant effort to dampen

his zeal.
He eventually becomes weary of
the constant resistance. The current
becomes too strong, and he gradually
yields and is carried along by it. Finally, the man settles down in complete
worldliness, exemplifying the prophet’s touching lament, “Her Nazarites
were purer than snow, they were whiter
than milk, they were more ruddy in
body than rubies, their polishing was
of sapphire: their visage is blacker
than a coal; they are not known in
the streets; their skin cleaves to their
bones; it is withered, it is become like a
stick (Lamentations 4:7&8).” The man
once known as a servant of Christ is
now only known as a bargain-making
man of business.
If I am a Christian, my Christianity
must show itself as a living reality, and
if it cannot show itself there, I ought
not to be there! If you are thinking of
getting into partnership with an unbeliever, flee from it – even if it promises
you a fortune!
If you are already in the yoke, disentangle yourself as quickly as you can.
Don’t lose a moment in seeking to
throw off the yoke. This must be done
before the Lord, on His principles, and
by His grace. It is easier to get into a
wrong position than to get out of it. A
partnership can’t be dissolved in a moment. It must be done calmly, humbly,
and prayerfully, in the sight of the
Lord, and entirely to His glory.
I can dishonour the Lord as much
in getting out of a wrong position as
by getting into it in the first place. If a
man gets entangled in a net, it is not by
violent plunging that he will extricate
himself. No: he must humble himself
and confess his sins before the Lord.
As with the marriage yoke, it is very
different in the case a partnership
entered into prior to conversion. Not
that this would justify continuing in
it. The same word that says “Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers” also says “render, therefore, to all
their dues,” “owe no man anything,”
“provide things honest in the sight of
all,” “walk honestly toward them that
are without.” If I have wronged God
by getting into partnership with an
unbeliever, I must not wrong man in
my way of getting out of it.
3. We find numerous passages in
scripture setting forth the spirit of
separation which ought to characterise the people of God. In the Old
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Testament we have God’s dealings
with His earthly people, Israel, in the
New Testament we have His relationship and dealings with His heavenly
people, the Church. We find the same
truth set forth: The entire separation
of those who belong to God.
Throughout the entire Pentateuch,
Israel was instructed, warned, and
admonished about this. And in the
Psalms and the Prophets we have the
record of their failure to maintain this
separation, bringing the heavy judgements of God. The same is true, on
much higher ground, with God’s heavenly people, the Church. They, too, are
a separated people.
There’s a great difference between
being separate on the ground of what
we are, and of what God is. The former
makes a man a Pharisee; the latter
makes him a saint. If I say to a fellow
sinner, “Stand alone, I am holier than
you,” I am a detestable Pharisee and a
hypocrite. But if God, in His perfect
grace, says to me, “I have brought you
into relationship with Myself in the
person of My Son Jesus Christ, therefore be holy and separate from all evil;
come out from among them and be
separate,” I am bound to obey. My obedience is the practical manifestation of
my character as a saint.
Pharisaism and sanctification are two
very different things: yet they are often
confused. When God calls men to be
separate, it is on the ground of what
He has done for them on the cross. But
if I separate myself on the ground of
what I am in myself, it is presumption.
God commands His people to be holy
on the ground of what He is: “Be holy,
for I am holy.”
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Some think they can attain true
humility by looking at self, but it can
only be reached by looking at Christ.
The soul that loses itself in the blaze of
Christ’s glory is truly humble. A child
of God should only refuse to be yoked
with an unbeliever because God tells
him to be separate, and not because of
his own personal holiness.
This will be termed intolerance,
bigotry, narrow-mindedness and exclusiveness. However, provided we keep
ourselves separate for right reasons and
in a right spirit, we may safely leave all
results with God.
No doubt, the remnant in the days
of Ezra, must have appeared intolerant in refusing the co-operation of
the surrounding people in building
the house of God; but they acted on
divine principle (Ezra 4:1-3). They kept
themselves separate, even though they
exposed themselves to the accusation
of being a bigoted, narrow-minded,
uncharitable bunch.
So, also, in Nehemiah, we read, “And
the seed of Israel separated themselves
from all strangers, and stood and
confessed their sins, and the iniquities
of their fathers (Nehemiah 9:2).” This
was not sectarianism, but obedience.
It may be argued that we are told not
to judge, that we can’t know the heart.
To this I reply that there is hardly
a passage in the New Testament so
misunderstood and misapplied as Matthew 7:1: “Judge not, that ye be not
judged.” In the very same chapter we
read, “Beware of false prophets by their
fruits ye shall know them.” How are
we to “beware,” if we do not exercise
judgement?
I would press upon you to exercise
judgement as to whom you yoke yourself spiritually. If you persist in disobedience after having been warned, you
can’t possibly expect God’s blessing
and presence with you, no matter how
important the matter. “To obey is better than sacrifice, and to hearken than
the fat of rams.”
4. We now consider the charitable
arena of the unequal yoke. Many will
say, “I admit we shouldn’t mix with
unbelievers in the worship or service
of God, but we can freely unite with
them in feeding the hungry, clothing
the naked, providing hospitals for the
sick, places of refuge for the homeless and everything that promotes the
comfort of our fellow man.”

This seems fair enough; for I may be
asked if I wouldn’t help a man to get
his cart out of the ditch? Certainly I
would! But if I were asked to become
a member of a mixed society for the
purpose of getting carts out of ditches,
I would refuse – not because of my superior sanctity, but because God says,
“Be not unequally yoked together with
unbelievers.”
The servant of Christ is commanded
“to be ready to every good work,” “to
do good to all,” “to visit the fatherless
and the widows in their affliction.”
But then, it is as the servant of Christ,
and not as the member of a society or
a committee in which there may be all
sorts of wicked and godless men.
Also, we must remember that all
God’s charity is to do with the cross
of the Lord Jesus Christ. That is the
channel through which God will bless.
The Christian can readily yoke himself
with all who understand the worth of
the cross, but not with any other.
The men of the world may seek reformation, but it is reformation without
Christ. They may promote improvement, but it is improvement without
the cross. How, then, can the Christian yoke himself with them? They
want to work without Christ, the very
One to whom he owes everything.
Peter could heal a cripple by the
power of the name of Jesus. But what
would he have said if asked to join a
society to help cripples, on condition
that he left that name out altogether?
His whole soul would recoil from such
a thought. He only healed the cripple
for the purpose of exalting the name of
Jesus, and setting forth His excellency
and glory.
May the Holy Spirit clothe His own
Word with heavenly power, and make
its edge sharp to pierce the conscience,
that so the saints of God may be
delivered from everything that hinders their “running the race that is set
before them!”
Time is short. The Lord Himself will
soon be here. Then many an unequal
yoke will be broken in a moment;
many a sheep and goat shall then be
eternally separated. May we be enabled
to purge ourselves from every unclean
association and every unhallowed influence so that, when Jesus returns, we
may not be ashamed, but meet Him
with a joyful heart and an approving
conscience!
Prepare the Way

Will you be

Enlarged?
by Greg Hinnant
N these perilous times, God
needs Christians with great
hearts – men and women enlarged
by His Spirit to fully identify with
His large purposes, plans, and passion for His people. But enlarging
them will not be easy.
In Psalm , David reveals that
God enlarges our souls by putting us
through stressful situations: “Thou
hast enlarged (freed) me when I was in
distress (hemmed in) (verse 1).”
One interpretation of this verse is
that whenever David was in great
distresses, God faithfully “enlarged,”
or released, him. Another is that God
“enlarges” us, or increases our spiritual
capacity, during stressful tests of faith
and patience. This was the way He
made the psalmist a greater man.
After calling David, God put him
through a demanding decade of disillusioning rejection, demeaning reproach, discouraging delays, deflating
humiliation, diminutive fruit, developmental labours, and dangerous persecution. Yet there his dependency on,
closeness to, communication with, and
confidence in God were permanently
forged. And David emerged “enlarged”
– wide-hearted, humble, merciful,
wise, taught of God, and ready for
higher service.
No accident, this is also how God
made Joseph’s soul large, Paul’s heart
big, Moses’ character colossal, and
Daniel’s inner man magnanimous.
He put them into stressful trials,
preserved, guided, and taught them,
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and later released them, enlarged and
ennobled to lead. To deny this is to be
unfaithful to the biblical record and
its Inspirer’s chosen method of making
great souls.
Jesus used this method. He enlarged
His disciples’ faith during Lazarus’
strange sickness and death, explaining,
“I am glad for your sakes that I was
not there, to the intent ye may believe
(trust me more henceforth)…” He was
“glad” at their stressful bereavement
only because He knew that at trial’s
end their confidence in Him and His
help would be larger and stronger.
Then they would be ready to help others restfully trust Him when for long
periods His actions were unexplainable and their troubles unresolved.

Small-hearted Christians
can’t be great leaders
Tests enlarge not only our faith, but
also our patience, love, loyalty to God,
knowledge of His ways, and viewpoint
on life, the church, and the world. But
if we won’t endure our tests, we remain
small-hearted – set on our own little
way, driven by our own little ambitions, and wrapped up in our own
little world. And small-hearted Christians cannot be great leaders.
Try as we may through cleverness,
popular methods or other new things,
nothing else will enlarge us. Study,
prayer, fasting, anointings, worship,
laying on of hands, blessings, promotion, association with great souls, none

of these things by themselves enlarge
us.
We must go through the stressful
challenges God sends us. There our
close fellowship and unerring communication with Him is founded. There
our implicit trust in Him, His wisdom, and His ways is forged. There He
takes away our smallness and gives us
His largeness of heart. “God so loved
the world…” “Jesus saw many people,
and was moved with compassion toward
them…”
Today the church needs great hearts
desperately. Why? Great blessings are
coming – unprecedented outpourings of the Spirit, many conversions,
marvelous deliverances, powerful
healings, fresh revelations, the turning of nations – and with them, great
trials. For these we need great leaders
with large hearts. They alone can lead
and teach us to do great things in great
trials: “The people that do (deeply)
know their God shall be strong, and
do exploits (bold deeds). And they
that understand… shall instruct many
(Daniel 11:2&).”
Where are this generation’s leaders of
Maccabean courage and commitment?
Wherever and whoever they are, God
is enlarging them right now.
So if He’s enlarging you in distress,
do as the psalmist instructs, “Offer the
sacrifice of righteousness, and put your
trust in the Lord (Psalm :).” Look
up and say “thank you” to the Enlarger
and let the enlarging go on.
© Copyright: Greg Hinnant Ministries, www.
GregHinnantMinistries.org
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A quake that shook England

by Greg Gordon
“George Fox alone has, without human
learning, done more than any other reformer
in Protestant Christendom towards the
restoration of real, primitive, unadulterated
Christianity and the destruction of priest
craft, superstition, and ridiculous, unavailing
rites and ceremonies (Leonard Ravenhill).”
S an earthquake shakes the
earth bringing keen awareness
to its activity, so George Fox quaked
with such force that England was
made aware of this young firebrand
in the hand of the Lord. With no
man as his teacher, but God, he
brought messages to common folk
and priests alike. With prophetic
force and unction this man’s voice
shattered the religious status quo
of the day. As Leonard Ravenhill
remarks of this man, “Though he
made others shake, no man could
make him shake.” Clothed in a
leather suit, boots and hat, he appeared much like a John the Baptist
character to the church in England.
In the beginning of the Journal of
George Fox he explains the reason of
writing the accounts of his life: “That
all may know the dealings of the Lord
with me... to prepare and fit me for the
work unto which he had appointed

A
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me.” George Fox was God-appointed,
His calling by the Spirit of God, His
life was wholly given to Christ the saviour of men’s souls. He took no heed to
professors, books and men but, being
numb to the things of earth, he desired
earnestly for reality and truth in God.

Stranger to al l

George Fox was born in 162, and
was raised in a religious home in the
shoemaker trade. Being keenly aware
of the spiritual, he had many experiences of God in his heart as the Spirit
of God was wooing this young man
to Himself. At the age of 19 he was acquainted with some puritans who one
day at a tavern invited him to drink,
and their worldly actions grieved
George Fox to a point of leaving and
not being able to sleep that entire
night.
As He sought the Lord with tears the
Lord spoke to his servant saying: “You
see how young people go together into
vanity, and old people into the earth;
you must forsake all, young and old,
keep out of all, and be as a stranger to
all.” And this he did!
Obeying the voice of the Lord he left
his town, his family, his life. Without
any notice or farewell’s this desperate young men left as Abraham of old

left “and he went out, not knowing
whither he went.” Passing from town
to town, people were keen to speak
to this unusual young man but as he
confesses in his journal, “I was afraid
of them: for I was aware they did not
possess what they professed.”
For the next few years his time was
spent in agony of body and soul, being
grieved at the state of religion and
man’s hearts, so much that at times he
wished in his own words: “I had never
been born.” Then came a voice to him
as clear as the one that called him from
his home: “There is one, even Jesus
Christ, Who can speak to your condition.” And he says “When I heard it,
my heart leapt for joy.”
David Smithers, a revival historian,
shares some great insight into this
remarkable life: “Soon after George
Fox began to preach, he had a remarkable spiritual experience that lasted
1 days. A certain Mr Brown, while
on his death bed, prophesied many
great things concerning Fox. ‘When
this man was buried,’ says Fox, ‘a great
work of the Lord fell on me.’ During
this mighty baptism of the Spirit, Fox
received a remarkable gift of discernment. He seemed to be able to read the
character of men by looking at them.
“Miraculous healing also
accompanied his ministry.
Through prayer and the
laying on of hands, the
sick were often healed and
devils were cast out to the
glory of Christ.
“When George Fox
preached men would shake
and tremble. The name
Quaker was given to Fox
and his followers because
of the quaking of the men
who came to scoff but
stayed to pray.
“This remarkable power
seemed to accompany
the preaching of Fox
wherever he went. Fox
preached that Jesus
Christ is the author of
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a faith which purifies and gives victory
over sin. He fervently exhorted men
to pursue complete holiness rather
than empty religious ceremonies. As a
result, he was often beaten, stoned and
driven out of town.
“It is estimated that perhaps no other
man since the time of the Reformation was persecuted and imprisoned as
often as George Fox. He usually went
about the country on foot, dressed in
his famous suit of leather, which it is
believed he made himself. He often
slept outside under a tree or in some
haystack.
“Fox also often pointed out that what
was commonly called the Church was
only a building. He boldly declared
that only the fervent believers of
Christ were the living stones of the
true Church.”

A free Gospel

The calling out of hirelings in the
church was something that George
Fox did regularly. He had a peculiar spiritual gifting of being able to
discern true and spurious profession.
He seemed to trumpet this message against the selling of Christ and
religion with a burdened, jealous heart
– much in the likes of Christ Himself
toppling the moneychangers’ tables.
The worldly spirit of the priests made
him suffer: and when he heard the
bells ring to call worshippers to the
steeple-houses, it struck him to the
heart, “for it was just like a marketbell to gather people together that the
priest might set forth his ware to sale.
Oh, the vast sums of money that are
gotten by the trade they make of selling the Scriptures, and by their preaching... notwithstanding the Scriptures
were given forth freely, and Christ
commanded his ministers to preach
freely.”
Another point that touches at the
very heart of George Fox’s ministry
was telling people that God has come
to teach them Himself. It is brought
out clearly in his journal when he says:
“These things I did not see by the help
of man, nor by the letter, though they
are written in the letter, but I saw
them in the light of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and by his immediate Spirit
and power, as did the holy men of
Prepare the Way

God, by whom the Holy Scriptures
were written.”
He further illustrates this important
truth of not just having the scriptures
for teaching but the Holy Spirit Himself who is the one that the scriptures
came from and He is the one that leads
into all truth. He gave this truth to
a congregation in 1649: “And when I
came there, all the people looked like
fallow ground, and the priest, like
a great lump of earth, stood in his
pulpit above. He took for his text these
words of Peter, ‘We have also a more
sure word of prophecy, whereunto
ye do well that ye take heed, as unto
a light that shineth in a dark place,
until the day dawn, and the day-star
arise in your hearts.’ And he told the
people that the Scriptures were the
touchstone and judge by which they
were to try all doctrines, religions, and
opinions.
“I was made to cry out and say, ‘Oh,
no, it is not the Scriptures.’ But I told
them what it was, namely the Holy
Spirit, by which the holy men of God
gave forth the Scriptures, for the Spirit
led into all Truth, and so gave the
knowledge of all Truth. For the Jews
had the Scriptures, and yet resisted the
Holy Ghost, and rejected Christ and
took upon them to try their doctrines
by the Scriptures, but erred in judgement, and did not try them aright,
because they tried without the Holy
Ghost. Now as I spoke thus amongst
them, the officers came and took me
away and put me into prison, a pitiful
stinking place.”

Holy men’s words

George Fox taught one subject very
strongly, for which he faced much
opposition – and that is, purity and
holiness of the Christian life. Hear the
lament of Fox over this opposition to
the truth: “But they could not endure
to hear of purity, and of victory over
sin and the devil. They said they could
not believe any could be free from sin
on this side of the grave. I bade them
to cease babbling about the Scriptures,
which were holy men’s words, whilst
they pleaded for unholiness. Then
I bade them to stop talking of the
Scriptures, ‘For,’ said I, ‘the holy men
who wrote the Scriptures pleaded for

holiness in heart, life, and conversation
here; but since you plead for impurity
and sin, which is of the devil, what
have you to do with the holy men’s
words?”
He had a boldness before men because he had a familiarity with God.
Therefore he could say: “When the
Lord sent me forth into the world,
He forbade me to put off my hat to
any, high or low.” To live for the glory
of God was his supreme desire over
worldly vanity and success. The Lord
spoke directly and clearly to his heart
and he walked in that revelation.
“The Lord showed me that he did
not dwell in these temples which men
had commanded and set up, but in
people’s hearts... his people were his
temple, and he dwelt in them.” Oh to
realise the boldness and zeal that Fox
preached and lived in was because of
the surety of the voice of God that he
heard.
Are you hearing God? Has he given
you a clear, strong word? God desires
to speak and anoint men for His
purposes in our day. Oh, how we need
many George Fox’s to rise up and
speak against the modern contraption
of church and proclaim fearlessly the
apostolic truths long lost.
Thomas Ellwood a fellow “friend”
speaks of George Fox: “This Holy man
was raised up by God in an extraordinary manner, for an extraordinary
work, even to awaken the sleeping
world. He was valiant for truth, bold
in asserting it, patient in suffering for
it, unwearied in labouring in it, steady
in his testimony to it; immovable as a
rock.”
William Penn one of the early leaders
of the Quaker movement wrote of
Fox: “His ministry and writings show
they are from one that was not taught
of man... Nor were they notional or
speculative, but sensible and practical truths, tending to conversion and
regeneration and the setting up of the
kingdom of God in the hearts of men.
He had an extraordinary gift in opening the Scriptures. He would go to the
marrow of things. But above all, he
excelled in prayer.”
The impact of his life can be hardly
measured, his name carries along with
it the life that was burnt out for God.
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by David Gardiner

The Glory of His Presence
Terry Macalmon
I can still
remember
the excitement with
which
someone
presented
us with Terry’s first two
CDs a few years back – that
person being convinced
they’d found something
unique. And how right they
were, for Mr Macalmon
has a worship sound like
no other, with that flowing piano underpinning his
simple worship lyrics. Ideal
for quiet contemplation on
the beauty of the Lord.
If, like many people, you
already have all five of his
first albums you’ll not be
getting anything new from
this CD, as it is simply a
collection of 10 songs from
those albums, but it’s a
perfect introduction to his
particular style of worship.
It’s soft, slow and majestic
and if you like your worship
with a more classical sound
then you will love the music
of Terry Macalmon.
Example Lyrics:
Lord I thirst for you
There is no one else who

satisfies
My soul it longs for you
Like the deer panting for the
water
Now I wait for you
Take me to your courts of
glory
Fall upon me oh Lord
(How we need the river)
Similar artists: Don Moen
Other Albums by the same
artist: You’re My Glory, The
Sound Of Heaven

Everything Glorious
Passion

Ever since
the start of
the Passion
events in
America
they
proved
that it’s not only the UK
that could host huge Christian youth events. And
judging from the crowd
noises you can hear in the
background, there was a
huge enthusiastic mass of
young worshippers present
when this CD was recorded.
Chris Tomlin, Matt Redman, David Crowder,
Charlie Hall and others all
contribute songs – and on
the last track they all join
forces with the crowd to
sing the words “Our God
Reigns, forever your king-
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dom reigns” over and over
again for a rousing finale.
A good CD for people
looking to add some uptempo songs to their church
worship in the same style
as the Soul Survivor series,
or for those who enjoy the
music of some of the worship leaders featured.
Example lyrics:
We have all we need in You
And all we need is You
All we need is you
Rich or poor, God, I want
you more
Than anything that glitters
in this world
Be my all, all consuming fire
(All we need)
Similar Artists: Soul Survivor series, David Crowder,
Chris Tomlin
Other albums in the same
series: How Great Is Our
God, One Day Live

A Collision
David
Crowder
Band

A Collision is not
a worship
album in the conventional
sense. From the cover picture of an atom to the short
fill-in songs and quirky
titles, it’s anything but
traditional. There are not really any songs that could be
considered congregational
tunes and yet the whole
album is an expression of
worship with a broad range
of sounds such as the simple
call to worship Come And
Listen, the hillbilly I Saw
The Light, and joyful Here Is
Our King.
It will be enjoyed more by
those who like a modern
sound but still want lyrics
that are God focussed and

worshipful. And it definitely wins the prize for the
most original album produced in a long time, with
everything tying together to
make a cohesive package.
Example lyrics:
And He set me on fire,
And I am burning alive
With His breath in my lungs
I am coming undone
(You are my Joy)
Similar Artists: Passion
Worship series, Third Day
Offerings albums.
Other Albums by same
artist: Illuminate, Can You
Hear Us?

What Jesus Demands
From
The
World
John
Piper

In the
Gospels,
Jesus
makes
numerous demands. Not
the cruel demands of a slavedriver, but the loving cries
of a father determined to
save his children in mortal
danger. In this book, John
Piper examines 50 of those
demands, and this makes
fascinating reading for both
new believers and mature
Christians alike.
What Jesus demands from
the world, says Piper, can be

“The Hem of
His Garment”
Israel Tours
For more
information
contact
M. Heyman,
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or 082 641 3510
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Faith endures in
Burma

The Karen, Karenni and
Shan people of Burma are
despised, persecuted, tortured and displaced and yet
when asked what they most
need they say, “Love!” Second
on their list is the desire for
the outside world to know of
their plight, they do not want
to suffer silently.
Nathan Willis, the Australian National Director for
Partners Relief & Development, has spoken recently
of the enduring faith and
courage of these people. In
particular, he tells of their
ability to endure and their
ability to find joy in the
midst of turmoil. “They have
not given up on the promises
of God,” he said, “even after
experiencing 50 years of oppression.”
Using brute force and systematic annihilation strategies, the Burmese military
leaders send their soldiers
in to destroy village after
village, killing and displacing hundreds and thousands
of civilians as they go. This
merciless war endorses rape,
torture, enforced slavery, human sacrifice and landmines.
Assist New Service

Elderly Chinese
Christian imprisoned

A Beijing house church activist was sentenced to two years
in prison by the District People’s Court on February 26.
China Aid Association
(CAA) says Hua Huiqi’s
77-year-old mother, Shuang
Shuying, was sentenced to
two years imprisonment on
the charge of wilfully damag-

ing public and private property. CAA says the Court
only spent an hour hearing
this case and quickly sent the
verdict.
The advisory states: “Since
the trial date was set on the
first work day after the Chinese New Year period, her
lawyer was not able to collect
any evidence to defend her.
She was arrested when she
walked to the Chongwen
district office to seek information about her son, pastor
Hua Huiqi, who was arrested
on January 26.
“We are shocked by the
injustice done to this elderly Christian lady,” said
CAA’s Bob Fu, who formerly
worked with Hua. “It definitely represents a new low
on the so-called rule of law
in China, especially in the
host city of the 2008 Summer
Olympics.”
Assist News Service

Christian advances in
Hollywood

A survey of films made in
1985
could
find only
one movie with a
positive
reference
to Jesus
Christ.
In the
decade
of the ‘80s, one study found
only 13 faith-friendly films.
But this year, movies with
positive Christian content
abound.
The Nativity Story and The
Pursuit of Happyness earned
top honors at the 15th Annual Movieguide Faith &

Prepare The Way days for 2007

This year there will be two more Prepare The Way days at
our home church, Mount Zion, in Merrivale – on July 22
and November 4.
We’d love to see you there! What’s more, you’re even
invited to stay for a free braai and fellowship afterwards.
Please phone us for more details on (033) 3307-135.
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Values Awards Gala, held
in Beverly Hills, California.
Charlotte’s Web won best
family film of the year, and
the top film for mature audience went to The Queen.
“The amazing thing is this
event is very dedicated to
lifting up Jesus Christ,” said
Dr Ted Baehr, founder and
publisher of Movieguide.
“The whole event is
oriented to presenting the case for
Christ.” Baehr observed many studio
insiders who openly
discussed their
faith at the event.
“We had top people
from the industry
and many of them
came up and talked
about their faith,
about growing up
in church, and a lot
of them gave thanks
to God.”
At one point
in the evening, a
montage of film
clips spotlighted
poignant moments
of faith transferred

to celluloid. One shining example was from World Trade
Center, when Jesus appeared
to a Port Authority policeman trapped in the underground rubble. There were
other examples from We Are
Marshall and Rocky Balboa.
“Those Christ-moments are
the key to this event,” Baehr
noted.
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Crucifixion &
Resurrection
O LORD,
I marvel that You should become
incarnate,
be crucified, dead, and buried.
The sepulcher calls forth my adoring
wonder,
for it is empty and You are risen;
the fourfold Gospel attests it,
the living witnesses prove it,
my heart’s experience knows it.
Give me to die with You that I may rise to
new life,
for I wish to be as dead and buried
to sin, to selfishness, to the world;
that I might not hear the voice of the
charmer,
and might be delivered from his lusts.
O Lord, there is much ill about
me – crucify it,
much flesh within me – mortify it.
Purge me from selfishness, the fear of
man, the love of approval,
the shame of being thought
old-fashioned,
the desire to be cultivated or
modern.
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Let me reckon my old life dead
because of crucifixion,
and never feed it as a living thing.
Grant me to stand with my dying Saviour,
to be content to be rejected,
to be willing to take up unpopular truths,
and to hold fast despised teachings until
death.
Help me to be resolute and
Christ-contained.
Never let me wander from the path of
obedience to Your will.
Strengthen me for the battles ahead.
Give me courage for all the trials, and
grace for all the joys.
Help me to be a holy, happy person,
free from every wrong desire,
from everything contrary to Your mind.
Grant me more and more of the
resurrection life:
may it rule me,
may I walk in its power, and be
strengthened through its influence.

From The Valley of Vision – A collection of Puritan
Prayers & Devotions
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