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Th ere Is No Substitute!
THERE’S no doubt we’re in a time of heightened spiritual activity – almost 
daily the media attacks Christianity and the person of Jesus Christ.

And my concern isn’t what the world is spewing out, but how the church is reacting. 
Recent issues of America’s top Christian magazines were fl ooded with response to 
the release of Th e Da Vinci Code movie. Samplings from just two magazines included: 
answers to the fi ve big questions on Da Vinci; preaching helps, Bible studies and a 
complete online course on Da Vinci; movie reviews; “Th e Gospel Code vs Th e Da 
Vinci Code;” and an article entitled “Jesus Out of Focus,” which stated that “Th e Da 
Vinci Code is raising issues that go to the heart of the Christian faith – and it’s start-
ing to confuse us all!”

I don’t know about you, but my only confusion is why the church is ignoring God’s 
direct command in 1 Timothy 6:20 to “turn away from the profane and empty bab-
blings and opposing views of what is falsely called ‘knowledge.’”

Our reaction as the church boils down to an indictment on our lack of power. A 
church without power demands to be given equal treatment, just like all the other re-
ligions; A church without power resorts to the newspaper columns to defend itself; A 
church without power  simply reacts to what the world is saying and doing; A church 
without power writes books and “equips” its people with the big fi ve questions about 
Da Vinci; A church without power keeps trying harder and harder to become like the 
world in order to try and win the world.

� is is not what you were called out of darkness into! We’ve substituted the words, 
arguments and courses for the power of God. What people cannot argue with, what 
they have no answer for is evidence of the resurrection life of Jesus Christ in His 
people. Th ere’s no arguing against a demonstration of the power of God. Th ere is no 
substitute for the power of God! 

What we see being played out in the media is evidence that people are seeking and 
searching for spiritual reality – but they’re not fi nding it in a church that has failed to 
realise that you cannot have the fi re of God while trying to be cool – John Gardiner
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by Paul Proctor
HAVE you noticed how obsessed 
the church has become with the 
letter “P” lately? It seems that eve-
ryone who professes Christ these 
days must be assessed for his or her 
P-factor. Apparently, the more Ps we 
possess, the more Christian we are. 
It’s as if P has become the new meas-
ure of all things sacred and divine, 
which may explain why almost every 
widely acclaimed ministry, message 
and religious product for sale these 
days – be it from a preacher, pastor, 
author, speaker, singer, celebrity, 
consultant, or media personality 
– has as its focal point the letter “P.” 

According to the enlightened experts 
of our day; if we wish to be produc-
tive, we must be passionate, person-
able, persuasive, pertinent, pithy, 
plausible, pleasing, polished, polite, 
popular, positive, powerful, practi-
cal, pretty, profi table, progressive, 
prolifi c, prosperous, purpose-driven 
and of course, a possibility thinker. 
It doesn’t hurt to have a PhD by your 
name either. 

Anyone who’s anyone in church 
circles today knows the power of P. 
It is the new paradigm for Christian 
living. Suffi  ce it to say, if you’re P-less, 
you’re pitiful and of little or no value 
to the church – much less the world 
around you. So, according to those 
in the know, you’d better be a good 
P-wrangler and start rounding up your 
Ps ASAP if you know what’s good for 
you. 

It’s funny though; I don’t recall 
the Bible ever addressing the P-fac-
tor. Certainly Christ and those who 
followed Him occasionally displayed 
one or more of the above P-traits but 
there were numerous times when they 
clearly did not. Among those written 
of in the Old Testament, I see even less 
of the P-factor present. Why then is it 
so important now for believers to be 
P-conscious? 

In our persistent pursuit of all things 
P, could it be we have bypassed Th e Big 
O? What’s Th e Big O, you ask? Why, 
it’s that obnoxious, obscene, obscure, 

obsessive, obsolete, obtrusive, odious, 
off ensive, oppressive, ordinary, out-of-
date, outrageously overbearing obsta-
cle to discovering oneself, of course. 
I’m talking about Obedience. 

Is it possible that all of this P-talk 
has caused us to put the cart before 
the horse or, if you will, the P before 
the O? From what I can ascertain in 
scripture, one can possess all of the Ps 
this world has to off er but without Th e 
Big O, our Ps are worthless. 

In fact, I would go so far as to say 
that Hell is P poor and the devil is 
the prince of Ps. Aft er all, who’s more 
passionate, personable, persuasive, 
pertinent, pithy, plausible, pleasing, 
polished, polite, popular, positive, 
powerful, practical, pretty, profi t-
able, progressive, prolifi c, prosper-
ous and purpose-driven than the 
president of perdition? Isn’t that why 
he’s called an angel of light? 

Frankly, it only stands to reason, 
since he does not have the authority 
of God, he desperately NEEDS the P-
factor to successfully seduce his slaves 
into satanic service. It goes without 
saying that the one thing you won’t 
fi nd in his personality profi le is Th e 
Big O. 

You see, Th e Big O is practically 
everywhere in the Bible and almost 
nowhere in society or the church 
today. Every one of us is born with an 

aversion to the word “obey” and yet 
it is the only acceptable response to 
God’s commands – from the least to 
the greatest. Without it, He cannot be 
pleased and none of us can enter into 
eternal life, regardless of how prag-
matic we might be. 

Why then do the pulpits preach only 
Ps? Is it because our P-driven pastors 
know that we are all P-addicts; that 
Ps are perfect for drawing crowds and 
selling product. And as long as we 
focus on the Ps, nobody has to face 
Th e Big O? Bringing up Th e Big O on 
Sunday sure can mess up a lot of big 
plans around the church. In fact, if we 
started preaching Th e Big O on Sun-
day, almost everything would change 
and a lot of P-thinkers would be forced 
to rethink their Big O problems. 

Wouldn’t it behoove us all to take 
another, more discerning look at those 
who so shrewdly redefi ne the Chris-
tian life as a P thing rather than an O 
thing? You see, to practice the P-factor, 
one really doesn’t need to know all 
that much about God’s Word, just a 
lot about the fl esh and its “felt needs.” 
If, on the other hand, one chooses to 
confront Th e Big O, then they have 
no choice but to read and study the 
scriptures intently to know what the 
Lord requires of them. 

Maybe you’re a prolifi c P person in 
the post-modern church. If so, I would 
remind you that the Omniscient, Om-
nipotent and Omnipresent One will 
accept nothing less than Th e Big O 
from those of us who call Him Lord. 
All of those Ps we’re passing around 
are just a diabolical distraction fash-
ionably designed to change the subject 
again and again and keep you and I 
perpetually preoccupied from actually 
knowing and doing the will of God. 

“Not everyone who says to Me, 
‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom 
of heaven, but he who does the will 
of My Father who is in heaven will 
enter. Many will say to Me on that 
day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not proph-
esy in Your name, and in Your name 
cast out demons, and in Your name 
perform many miracles?’ And then 
I will declare to them, ‘I never knew 
you; depart from me, you who practice 
lawlessness (Matthew 7:21-23).”
© 2 Paul Proctor

O
The big
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by Peter Pollock
WE live in a world of CVs! Our cur-
riculum vitae – the brief account of 
our qualifications and achievements 
– is our passport. It’s all about suc-
cess. Success, in fact, covers all! 

Respect and admiration more and 
more seems to revolve around achieve-
ment, and the way it might have been 
gained seems unimportant. 

In a nutshell, the end justifies the 
means and, as we often used to say in 
cricketing parlance, look in the book! 
That’s what counts. The bottom line 
is winning, runs and wickets. That’s 
what lives on in the record books, not 
what happened between the lines.

Anyway, like it or not, success is the 
major, if not the only criterion. It’s 
the key element in the “great Ameri-
can dream” and when we have made 
the grade we are seemingly entitled 
to boast about it in our CVs! And, 
of course, if we are successful we like 
to portray ourselves as well-rounded 
achievers, suggesting that we have it 
pretty well sewn up in most aspects of 
life.

We know that God hands out the 
talents. In His sovereign awesomeness, 
God has chosen to give some only one 
talent and others five. Finally, one day 
we will have to account for what we 
did with those talents. If it was one 
we were given, hopefully we have not 
buried it. But if it was five, then we 
could be in for some hefty disappoint-
ment when the rewards are handed 
out, because to whom much is given, 
much is expected!

The top echelons of world achieve-
ment see all these gifted “five-tal-
ent” men and women competing in 
an arena where no quarter is asked 
or given. And not too many admis-
sions are made in terms of weakness 
or inadequacy. It is just not done to 
admit that you haven’t got it all under 

control.
That is what really grabbed me about 

Jesus’ encounter with the rich young 
ruler. This young man was obviously 
a respected achiever. He had money, 
religion and a CV!

But, more important, he was hon-
est. Why? Because he was prepared 
to admit that, despite all his worldly 
success, something was still missing in 
his life. 

If all had been okay, he certainly 
wouldn’t have approached Jesus. But 
he was earnest about his soul; he was 
convinced that he had lost the plot 
somewhere along the line. This takes 
tremendous honesty. 

I recall way back in 1965 when we, as 
Springbok cricketers, achieved a life-
time goal, beating England in a series 
in England. It was almost obsessive for 
us “colonials” to beat the mother coun-
try and we achieved it at Trent Bridge, 
in Nottingham. What a party! 

We were the heroes
Telegrams poured in, even one from 

the State President. The champagne 
and the beer flowed. We were the he-
roes. We had achieved the ultimate! 

But the next morning as we bussed 
from Nottingham to London, if we 
had been honest with ourselves, we 
would have looked each other in the 
face and asked the forbidden question: 
“What’s the big deal?” Something was 
still missing. 

A few weeks later we arrived back 
at Jan Smuts airport to be greeted 
by thousands of backslapping fans. 
Exhilarating! Invigorating! But again, 
if we had been honest with ourselves, it 
would have been that same taboo ques-
tion. Yes, something was still missing! 

But you can’t admit it because you are 
an idol and achiever in the system, and 
you just can’t put your hand up and 
suggest there’s a deficiency. You can’t 

dare suggest that the emperor doesn’t 
have any clothes on!

As King Solomon lamented, it is 
meaningless, a chasing after the wind. 
All the fame, success and money in the 
world doesn’t suffice. You never have 
enough power, money or influence. 
When you achieve a goal in life, it’s 
never enough. Someone always moves 
the goalposts and that someone is 
usually you, thanks to your pride and 
greed!

The young ruler needed an answer. 
He was desperate. He knew specifical-
ly that he didn’t have eternal life. Very 
interesting! He was religious but knew 
he didn’t have spiritual fulfilment. You 
can’t keep fooling yourself, rationalis-
ing or simply running away from this 
issue. Thanks to the Holy Spirit, it 
nags away continuously. 

But thankfully, the young man was 
not in denial. “What must I do?” was 
the simple plea. Jesus’ first response 
was to admonish him. Why did he call 
Him good? How many times must 
God tell us that nobody is good? Good 
is an unspiritual view. It is a worldview. 
It is a religious view! Nobody is good. 
We are all sinners, some saved. 

We all have pimples and warts. But, 
unfortunately, we hold on to good 
things, worship good things and make 
idols of good things. Even our good 
choices are very seldom God choices, 
penned Oswald Chambers. Indeed 
the church isn’t about good, but about 
the grace, mercy, love and unmerited 
favour of God, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.

The young man had religion since he 
was a boy. He could have been a South 
African, because it almost seems that 
Christianity is hereditary here. We 
seem to think we just get born into 
a denomination and automatically 
become Christians. Nothing could be 
further from the truth. 

Money, religion...
and a great CV!
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And this “religion” produces self-
righteousness, as evidenced by the 
young ruler who claimed to not only 
know the commandments, but to keep 
them. What deception! 

Then came the coup de grace. 
“Just one thing” he lacked. He would 

have been excited to hear that it was 
as simple as doing “just one thing” 
because we live in a world of glib one-
liners. Problems are usually a compli-
cation of things but we prefer to be 
able to pronounce an instant solution 
– like, in the world of sport, firing the 
coach when the team has not per-
formed! But it’s never as simple as that.

Anticipating the 
one thing

Anyway, our young friend must have 
eagerly anticipated the “one thing.” 
Then Jesus delivered the thunderbolt. 
Go and give it all away! And it wasn’t 
the money. You can be the richest guy 
in town, go and give all your money 
away and die a few hours later and you 
will still go to hell. 

Giving money away doesn’t get you 
into heaven. What Jesus was underlin-
ing was that he needed to go and die 
to self and bury his ego. He needed 
to “take up the cross and follow Me.” 
Taking up the cross is a huge, tough 
and radical decision. 

The Cross knows no compromise. It 
has always stood for death and only in 
Jesus is it turned to life. Except that 
we die with Christ we don’t rise with 
Christ! The scripture tells us that as 
Jesus delivered this coup de grace, he 
looked at the young man and “loved 
him.” 

Jesus was 
the full-
ness of the 
love of God 
and the love 
of the Holy 
Spirit. In that 
fullness he 
loved the young 
man so much 
that 

he told him the truth! It was a two-
edged sword. Jesus didn’t pull any 
punches. It was not a band-aid gospel. 
It was not a wishy-washy, huggy-smiley 
gospel. In love, it was the truth straight 
and without compromise. 

And it produced a response, as it 
always does when you preach the 
gospel fearlessly. It cut to the core. The 
disciples were amazed. 

Indeed, it is hard for the rich, the self-
reliant and the self-righteous to make 
it. Their problem is that they tend to 
seek solutions in their own strength. 
They rely on their bank managers, con-
tacts and areas of influence rather than 
Jesus. And they will always justify and 
rationalise the extent and employment 
of their self-will and capabilities. 

The disciples were astonished as 
Jesus laid out a gospel that confirmed 
that the road is “narrow” and “few” 
are saved. “Who then can be saved?” 
they asked, suggesting that this was 
rather tough talk – a hard gospel. They 
obviously wanted something more 
user-friendly. But Jesus confirmed 
again that the gospel is not synthetic, 
or man-made! 

It doesn’t matter how clever we are, 
or how many seminars, services, Bible 
studies and cell groups we arrange, 
there is only one way. “I am the way, 
the truth and the life, nobody comes 
to the Father except through Me,” said 
Jesus. It is as plain and 
simple as that.

God does 
not need 
us to 

edit His Bible nor does the Lord Jesus 
Christ need us to apologise for Him. 
It is by the “blood of the Lamb” and 
the “word of our testimony” that we go 
out into all the world, preach the good 
news, make disciples and survive the 
worldly onslaught of these last days. 
The good, old basics! Then we will 
have treasure in heaven.

Not hearing what he 
wanted to hear

The rich young ruler had got it 
straight. His face fell. He was sorrow-
ful because he had great riches and he 
had not heard what he wanted to hear. 
It was a gospel that excluded I, me and 
myself and my wealth. 

There was no self-image or positive-
thinking seminar on offer! It was the 
truth. It was not ear-tickling but heart-
searching.

The young man finally turned his 
back that day on the greatest preacher 
of all time. 

And he was no doubt back in the 
synagogue the following week.

Believe it! You can actually turn your 
back on Jesus and still come to church 
every week.

Many Christians have arranged their 
lives so skilfully as to admit the truth of 
Christianity without being embarrassed 
by its implications, wrote A.W. Tozer.

“The heart is deceitful above all 
things, and desperately wicked; who 

can know it (Jeremiah 17:9)?” 
Challenging, to say 

the least!

Money, religion...
and a great CV!
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by Helen Gardiner
THE more, we follow aft er Jesus 
Christ; the more we come to know 
Him; the more we yield our hearts 
to Him, and allow our souls to be 
redeemed, sanctifi ed and trans-
formed; the simpler our walk 
becomes. Th e simpler our prayers 
become. Th e simpler our theology 
becomes. Th e Christ-walk is mainly 
a heart one, rather than a head one.

While some of the more convoluted 
shadows of the Old Testament may 
amaze our minds in the early stages of 
our walk, we fi nd ourselves increasing-
ly drawn to the more simply expressed 
and radical truths of the New Testa-
ment, as we walk on with Him.

At the very core, we fi nd Jesus’ com-
mandments and teachings, providing 
us with the keys to the Kingdom – a 
Kingdom He wants us to live in, even 
this side of eternity.

Right at the very heart, we fi nd the 
prayer which Jesus taught His disciples 
to pray. Matthew 6:9-15 records the 
so-called Lord’s Prayer:
“Our Father in Heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
Your Kingdom come,
Your will be done
On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors.
And do not lead us into temptation,
But deliver us from the evil one.
For Yours is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory forever.
Amen.”

Th ere is a lot contained within that 
prayer. Th ere is proclamation, exulta-
tion, yieldedness and request. Th ere is 
also one thing, and only one thing that 
I, the one praying, am undertaking to 
do myself… “As we forgive our debt-

ors” is my pledge to Him.
Th e sincerity of my pledge, though, is 

so crucial. Th e measure of my forgive-
ness or lack thereof, determines the 
measure of His forgiveness back to me.

Th is is paramount. Th e most para-
mount condition of the Good News of 
the Gospel. Do we really understand 
this – in our hearts? It is so impor-
tant, that Jesus even sees fi t, further 
on in this passage to expound and 
emphasise further (in verse 1�): “For if 
you forgive men their trespasses, your 
heavenly Father will also forgive you. 
But if you do not forgive men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father 
forgive your trespasses.”

Our forgiveness from God is condi-
tional on our forgiveness of others.

Do we fully understand this?
Th e devil does understand this very 

well – which is why the evil one goes 
out of his way to ensure that Chris-
tians are infl icted with as much hurt 
as possible. By God’s grace, His little 
ones know they have to forgive, and 
many manage to do so over and over 
again. But the enemy doesn’t give up, 
for he hopes that sooner or later, there 
will be the proverbial straw that breaks 
the camel’s back.

I have discovered that so many, if not 
most, Christians have pockets or ves-
tiges of unforgiveness in their hearts. 
Th is creates a blockage to the grace 
of God being able to operate in their 
lives. Many a greatly gift ed man and 
woman of God have been sidelined 
in terms of usefulness to the Master, 
because of unforgiveness.

When forgiveness is not extended, 
bitterness follows. A root of bitterness 
within someone causes trouble and de-
fi les many, according to Hebrews 12:15.

We all know the parable of the 
wicked servant who was released of a 
large debt, but then refused to release 
his fellow servant from a smaller debt. 
In Matthew 18:32-3� we read the Mas-
ter’s response: “’You wicked servant! I 
forgave you all that debt because you 
begged me. Should you not also have 
had compassion on your fellow serv-
ant, just as I had pity on you?’ And his 
master was angry, and delivered him 
to the torturers until he should pay all 
that was due to him.”

Th en Jesus adds in verse 35, “So My 
heavenly Father also will do to you if 
each of you from his heart, does not 
forgive his brother his trespasses.”

Unforgiveness is major cause of 

Desire it
Forgiveness
with all your heart
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demonic torment, oppression and pos-
session. Until the tormented one, can 
forgive “from his heart,” he or she will 
continue to be tormented.

Having a heart of forgiveness like Je-
sus, is a divine and supernatural work. 
Desire it, with all your heart. Your 
spiritual well-being depends on it.

You know, often times, the passionate 
disciple of Jesus Christ cries out some-
thing like this, “Oh Jesus, I want to 
be just like You.” This is a wonderful, 
spiritual prayer. It is in line with God’s 
heart for you, which is to conform you 
to the image of Jesus. He will surely 
receive such a prayer, and set about 
making you like Jesus.

Opportunities to 
exercise the virtue

We do need to understand, though, 
that probably the greatest virtue our 
Lord had and has is His ability to 
forgive. You want to be like Him. So 
you can expect to be presented with an 
abundance of opportunity to exercise 
that virtue yourself.

To lay hold of  heart forgiveness, 
often takes time and is a process – but 
it is a process, we must be absolutely 
committed to.

How do we know when we have 
forgiven someone from the heart? 
Divine, heart forgiveness, throws away 
the record of the hurt. In Jeremiah 
31:3�: God says, “I will forgive their 
iniquity, and their sin I will remember 
no more.”

One finds that when forgiveness has 
been perfected in our hearts, we can 
no longer recall the specifics of hurtful 
incidents. You will have no desire or 
ability to recall and record (in diary or 
book form) the pain-filled incidents 
of your life. You will be healed and 
released of them. Your perpetrators 
will be released and you will no longer 
be demonically bound to your perpe-
trators. 

And the best news of all – God will 
forgive your sins.

God gave me an illustration recent-
ly… 

Imagine, if we come to Him to 
confess some sin we have committed. 
We often do, and, we presume and 
expect that His forgiveness is im-

mediately given to us. Imagine if He 
had the attitude that many of us have 
towards those who have sinned against 
us, “Well, I know I have to forgive you, 
but it is going to take me a little while 
to work through this hurt…”

We’ve all encountered people who 
say, “I’ll forgive, but I won’t forget.” In 
Christ, there is no such thing. If you 
are willing to forgive, you had better 
prepare to forget.

One of the major strategies of the 
enemy in this day and age, is to give 
children horrific childhoods, so they 
can never come free of the web of un-
forgiveness. But they can, with Jesus’ 
help – and they must.

How do you release forgiveness to 
others ? The best way is simply to do it 
quietly before God. Writing letters to 
those who have hurt you is not the best 
way. Often, in airing our forgiveness, 
we are seeking to inflict accusation and 
hurt. If you need to ask someone else’s 
forgiveness, on the other hand, by all 
means, humble yourself and air your 
repentance and contriteness, expecting 
nothing in return.

Understand this, too… Scripture 
clearly reveals God as a just judge, 
and an avenger of the innocent, and 
especially of those who have caused his 
dearly loved “little ones” to stumble 
(Matthew 18:6&7). The Old Testa-
ment is rife with instances of God 
dealing with the enemies of His 
people. 

In the New Testament, Paul writes 
in Romans 12:19-21: “Beloved, do not 
avenge yourselves, but give place to 
wrath, for it is written, ‘Vengeance 
is Mine, I will repay,’ says the Lord. 
Therefore ‘if your enemy is hungry, 
feed him; if he is thirsty, give him a 
drink; for in so doing you will heap 
coals of fire on his head.’ Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil 
with good.”

God plainly indicates that He is the 
Judge and the avenger. Jesus, when He 
comes again is coming to judge, not to 
save, as He did the first time around.

Meanwhile, as I live on the earth I 
need to emulate the example of Jesus 
when He walked the earth. In work-
ing out my personal salvation I need 
the humility and grace of total heart 
forgiveness. I need to seek to have the 

heart of Jesus towards my enemies, 
praying “Father, forgive them for they 
know not what they do.” Rather than 
thinking something like this, “Let me 
do them a good turn so that God will 
put burning coals on their heads” or 
“Boy, am I looking forward to the day 
when God really zaps them because of 
what they did to me.” 

Jesus was subjected to hurt and rejec-
tion and persecution and even death, 
and so we must expect the same for 
our lives if we would be His disciples. 
The disciple is not above his Master. 
However, He works out the bad and 
evil done against us, for His and our 
ultimate good.

Current day preacher T. D. Jakes 
writes in his book, Naked And Not 
Ashamed: “We all want to be sur-
rounded by a friend like John, whose 
loving head lay firmly on Jesus’ breast. 
We may long for the protective in-
stincts of a friend like Peter, who stood 
ready to attack every negative force 
that would come against Jesus. In his 
misdirected love, Peter even withstood 
Jesus to His face over His determina-
tion to die for mankind. 

“But the truth of the matter is, Jesus 
could have accomplished His goal 
without Peter, James or John; but 
without Judas He would never have 
reached the hope of His calling. 

Leave my Judas
“Leave my Judas alone. I need him 

in my life. He is my mysterious friend, 
the one who aids me without even 
knowing it. When you encounter a 
Judas in your life, remember it is his 
actions that carry out the purpose of 
God in your life! Look back over your 
life and understand that it is persecu-
tion that strengthens you. It is the 
struggles and the traumas we face that 
help us persevere.”

Jesus Christ Himself released forgive-
ness to His killers on the cross, as did 
the first martyr, Stephen. How can we 
not do the same?

Perfect love is written of in 1 John 
�:17-19. Perfect love incorporates per-
fect forgiveness. By these virtues, fear 
and torment is banished.

Job was blessed with a double portion 
of restoration, when he prayed for his 
friends. He needed to be in a place of 

Forgiveness
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forgiveness to be able to pray 
for his friends.

Jesus teaches us in Luke 
17:3&�, that when someone 
repents and asks forgiveness 
from us, we need to give it 
– repeatedly.

What if a person doesn’t 
repent or ask forgiveness of 
you. Forgive anyway. Mark 
11:25&26 says, “And whenever you 
stand praying, if you have anything 
against anyone, forgive him, that your 
Father in heaven, may also forgive you 
your trespasses. But if you do not for-
give, neither will your Father in heaven 
forgive your trespasses.”

Many in the body of Christ today 
are sick because God has not forgiven 
them their sins, simply because they 
have not forgiven the sins of others.

We are also encouraged, by Jesus, that 
if we have anything against a brother, 
we should go and speak to, or confront 
that one (Matthew 18:15). Bring things 
into the open, walk in the light. Oft en 
our off ences are imagined, rather than 
being real. Misunderstanding is a ma-
jor cause of off ence and unforgiveness.

So much for your personal walk 
and the outworking of your personal 
salvation in this life, which is daily 
and ongoing. Th is is applicable to 
every disciple. It applies as much to the 
personal walk of those in leadership in 
the Church, as to those who are not in 
leadership.

If God has placed you in a position of 
leadership or shepherding responsibil-
ity for others, you will need to exercise 
discipline at times, for the sake of oth-
ers, for the sake of the sheep. Th is has 
nothing to do with personal forgive-
ness. Do not allow the enemy to per-
vert the full counsel of God. Do not 
allow an unrepentant “wolf ” back into 
the fl ock in the name of forgiveness. 
You need to have a heart of forgive-
ness, but also to protect the fl ock.

Here is another scenario where we 
need to guard against the enemy’s per-
version of God’s forgiveness… you are a 
mother of small children, your hus-
band is sexually abusing the children. 
Do not turn a blind eye “in the name 
of forgiveness.” You need to confront 
and take action – for the sake of the 
children.

If you have been placed in authority 
over God’s precious ones, you have to 
exercise just authority and discipline.

But in your own walk and for your 
own sake, do not avenge. Instead, 
pursue Jesus’ heart of perfected for-
giveness.

Finally, here is a story to inspire us 
in our own lives… In a book entitled 
Blessings by Mary Craig, we read: 

“In the concentration camp of Raven-
sbruck, that graveyard of so many hu-
man hopes and desires, an unknown 
prisoner wrote this prayer on a torn 
scrap of wrapping-paper, and left  it by 
the body of a dead child: ‘O Lord, re-
member not only the men and women 
of good will, but also those of ill will. 
But do not remember all the suff ering 
they have infl icted on us; remember 
the fruits we have bought, thanks to 
this suff ering – our comradeship, our 
loyalty, our humility, our courage, 
our generosity, the greatness of heart 
which has grown out of all this, and 
when they come to judgement, let all 
the fruits which we have borne, be 
their forgiveness.”

Desire it
Forgiveness
with all your heart
Continued...

The humble place
by A.W.Tozer
I HAVE met two classes of Christians; the proud who imagine they are 
humble, and the humble who are afraid they are proud! 

Th ere should be another class: the self-forgetful men and women who leave 
the whole thing in the hands of Christ and refuse to waste any time trying to 
make themselves good. Th ey will reach the goal far ahead of the rest. 

Th e truly humble person does not expect to fi nd virtue in himself, and when 
he fi nds none he is not disappointed. He knows that any good deed he may do 
is the result of God’s working within him. When this belief becomes so much 
a part of any man or woman that it operates as a kind of unconscious refl ex, 
he or she is released from the burden of trying to live up to the opinion they 
hold of themselves. Th ey can relax and count upon the Holy Spirit to fulfi l the 
moral law within them. 

Let us never forget that the promises of God are made to the humble. Th e 
proud man by his pride forfeits every blessing promised to the lowly heart, and 
from the hand of God he need expect only justice!
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by Robert Murray M’Cheyne
“For just as the lightning comes from the east 
and flashes even to the west, so will the com-
ing of the Son of Man be (Matthew 24:27).”
WHAT a solemn and glorious 
event is spoken here: the coming 
of the Son of man! His first com-
ing was infinitely wonderful, 
when He left His Father, emp-
tied Himself of His glory, and 
took our sins on His own body 
on the tree. His second coming 
will be very different, but still 
infinitely wonderful. “Christ… 
will appear a second time for sal-
vation without reference to sin, 
to those who eagerly await Him 
(Hebrews 9:28).”

May we be among the number 
of those who “love his appearing,” 
who are “looking for that blessed 
hope,” and who are “waiting for 
His Son from heaven, even Jesus, 
Who delivered us from the wrath to 
come.” Surely those who do not burn 
with desire to see the fair brow that 
was crowned with thorns only have 
cold love for Jesus. 

1. Christ’s coming will be terrible as 
lightning to His enemies. Nothing 
is more terrific than lightning. It is so 
powerful, so sudden, so deadly. The 
strongest man is like a straw before it. 
Much more terrible will Christ’s ap-
pearing be to all unbelievers. 

To His own dear people it will be 
like the approach of summer. When 
they see the signs of His coming, they 
will say to one another, “the summer is 
near (Matthew 2�:32).” “He shall come 
down like rain on the mown grass, as 
showers that water the earth (Psalm 
72:6).” To waiting believers He shall be 
“as the light of the morning when the 
sun rises, a morning without clouds (2 
Samuel 23:�).” To those that fear God’s 
name in this dark world, “The Sun of 
righteousness shall rise with healing in 
his wings (Malachi �:2).” The cry shall 
be one of ineffable joy to them, “Be-
hold the Bridegroom comes!”

How different that day shall be to 
unconverted souls! “Alas, you who are 
longing for the day of the Lord, For 
what purpose will the day of the Lord 

be to you? It will be darkness and not 
light (Amos 5:18).”

That day shall burn as an oven to 
them. “The Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels, 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on 
them that do not know God, and that 
do not obey the gospel (2 Thessaloni-
ans 1:7-8).” Then will be fulfilled that 
awful word, “all the tribes of the earth 
will mourn over Him (Revelation 
1:7).” 

Oh! You who do not obey the gospel, 
where will you hide from the lightning 
of His eye? You will say, Ah! There He 
is – the crucified One whom I lightly 
esteemed. Oh! Mountains and rocks 
fall on me and hide me from Him 
Who sits on the throne, and from the 
wrath of the Lamb. 

2. Christ’s coming shall be sudden as 
lightning. What can be more awfully 
sudden than the lightning? A curtain 
of dark lowering clouds hangs over the 
sky. A death-like silence reigns over 
all nature. Not a leaf is stirred by the 
wind. When suddenly, “the voice of 
the Lord divides the flames of fire.” 
“The lightning comes out of the east, 
and shines even to the west.” And 
the loud pealing thunder shakes the 
wilderness. So shall the coming of the 
Son of man be. 

Whenever that glorious event 
shall take place, one thing is 
certain, that it shall be awfully 
sudden. A thief does not send 
word of what hour he is coming 
to break up the house. “The day 
of the Lord comes as a thief in 
the night.” It shall come “like 
travail on a woman with child,” 
“As a snare shall it come on all 
those who dwell on the face of 
the whole earth.” Many will be 
saying, I think the Saviour will 
not come at such and such a time. 
What does the Word say? “The 
Son of man comes at an hour 
when you do not think He will.” 

Am I ready to meet him? Would 
it be a grief and terror to me if 
Christ were to come now? Do I 
love His appearing? Am I a wise 
or foolish virgin? Have I not only 

a lamp, and wick, and flame, but 
oil in the lamp? 

All these are infinitely momentous 
questions. Happy is the soul that can 
answer, “Even so, come, Lord Jesus.” 

3. Christ’s coming shall be conspicu-
ous as lightning. Lightning cannot 
be hidden. It is seen by all at the same 
moment. The labourer in the field, the 
artisan in the workshop, the servant 
of the mill – all see the flash. But in a 
far more perfect manner shall be the 
coming of the Son of man. “Behold he 
comes with clouds; and every eye shall 
see him, and also those who pierced 
him.” 

Jesus said to the high priest and all 
his accusers, “hereafter you will see the 
Son of Man sitting at the right hand 
of power, and coming on the clouds of 
heaven (Matthew 26:6�).” And again 
it is written, “they shall look on him 
whom they pierced”. 

Oh amazing truth! Those who will 
not look to Christ now must look 
then. Those who will not “behold 
the Lamb of God” to be saved by 
Him, must behold the Lamb coming 
in wrath to destroy them. O happy 
believer, you shall cry in that day, “This 
is our God, we have waited for him,” 
“This is my Beloved, and this is my 
Friend,” “My Lord and my God.”  
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by Carrie Judd Montgomery (1858-1946)
AN essential part of divine healing 
has to do with the right use of the 
lips. Many Christians get out of the 
place of blessing through the wrong 
use of their tongues; so the Lord 
deals with them and allow them to 
be sick because they have not used 
their tongues to His glory.

Turn to Psalm 139:�: “Even before 
there is a word on my tongue, Behold, 
O Lord, You know it all.” If the Lord 
Jesus were personally visible to us, we 
would be very careful about our con-
versation. If we could see Him walk-
ing by our side, how careful we would 
be about our words; but because we 
do not fully realise His presence with 
us, we are not as careful as we should 
be. 

We speak the hasty and impetuous 
words, words that are not as kind and 
tender as they ought to be, and the 
Holy Spirit is so faithful in reproving 
us. Sometimes we are not loving and 
tender in our speech because we mis-
understand others. The Lord wants 
us to be meek, and leaning upon Him 
every moment so that He will not let 
us judge by our eyes or ears. 

I often pray this prayer, “O God, 

don’t let me 
judge after the 
sight of my eyes, 
but let me know 
about everything 
as the Holy 
Spirit reveals it 
to me.” 

“He shall teach 
you all things.” 
This means 
He will teach 
us moment by 
moment, and we 
are not to judge 
things by our 
own understand-
ing. How solemn 
to realise that 
Jesus is listen-
ing to our every 
word! 

Now we will 
look at Proverbs 
18:21. Here we 
read these re-
markable words: 
“Death and life 
are in the power 

of the tongue.” If we disobey Him and 
speak words that divide God’s chil-
dren, or if we speak words that grieve 
God’s little ones and wound them to 
the heart, God is greatly displeased. 

I believe that if sick people would 
let God search them, He would often 
show them that years ago there was 
a time when they wounded God’s 
little ones, or they caused separation 
among some of God’s children, so that 
God’s heart was greatly grieved; and 
He would show them that they are 
suffering for it today. Repentance and 
confession and trust in the cleansing 
blood will bring them to the place of 
blessing and healing. 

I believe we are not filled enough 
with the Word of God. The psalm-
ist said, “Your word have I hidden in 
my heart, that I might not sin against 
You.” If we are filled with His Word 
we shall walk softly, and our tongues 
will be controlled by the Lord. 

In Proverbs 12:18 there are two dif-
ferent kinds of speech: “There is one 
who speaks rashly like the thrusts of 
a sword, But the tongue of the wise 
brings healing.” How sad it seems to 
think that any of God’s children could 
speak like the piercing of a sword, but 
if the tongue is not sanctified it will 

sometimes speak in that sharp way 
and pierce the hearts of some of God’s 
children. 

Then we read of the other kind of 
a tongue – the tongue of the wise 
that brings healing. Do you want to 
have a tongue that brings health to 
yourself and to everybody around you 
– through which Jesus can speak His 
words of love and life? 

Even if God shows you that another 
soul needs to be dealt with about some 
sin, let us be so tender with them that 
we can say in the words of the Master, 
“Neither do I condemn you.” 

Proverbs 15:�: “A wholesome tongue 
is a tree of life: but perverseness therein 
is a breach in the spirit.” A wholesome 
tongue is a tree of life in your own 
being and also in the one to whom you 
are speaking. You say, “I would like to 
have a tree of life in me.” Christ is the 
tree of life, and when we have Christ 
fully formed in us we have His life for 
soul and body. 

“Out of the abundance of the heart 
the mouth speaks,” so if you are quite 
full of divine love, you will never say 
anything but loving words. Then peo-
ple who are hungry-hearted will feel 
Christ’s love in you, and even those 
who are in error will feel this love and 
will desire to be taught the way of life. 

Guard your mouth, 
preserve your life

Turn to Proverbs 13:3: “The one who 
guards his mouth preserves his life.” 
If we guard our mouth from all evil 
speaking and from all guile, our physi-
cal life as well as our spiritual life will 
be kept by the Lord. When you are 
sick and cannot get healed, wait on 
God and let Him search you. Do not 
try to search out things yourself, but 
let the light of heaven stream in. As the 
Lord shows you your failure to keep 
your lips under the blood, repent and 
confess to Him and to those whom 
you have injured. 

Psalm 15 is a wonderful psalm. It 
opens in this way: “Lord, who shall 
abide in Your tabernacle? Who shall 
dwell in Your holy hill?” Then follows 
a description of the kind of person 
who abides in His tabernacle – in the 
secret place of the Most High; and you 
know that if we abide in Christ we 
may ask what we will and it shall be 
done unto us. 

Divine 
healing & the 
use of our lips
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The second verse reads: “He who 
walks uprightly, and works right-
eousness, and speaks the truth in his 
heart.” And the third, “He does not 
slander with his tongue, Nor does 
evil to his neighbour, Nor takes up a 
reproach against his friend.” We are 
to dwell continually in that secret 
place of His holy hill where we do not 
slander with our tongues and we do 
not take up a reproach against another. 
Those who take up a reproach tell it to 
somebody else – until it is cast abroad 
like the seeds of a poisonous weed.

I heard of one lady who, when any-
body brought her an evil report, would 
say, “Come, let us go together to that 
one and see if it is true.” This stopped 
people from coming to her with their 
backbiting. 

The Word is so plain to us that if 
we have anything against another, we 
are to go to that one alone. The devil 
will bring up a thousand reasons why 
we cannot do this, but we must obey 
God – and usually we will find that 
the trouble will fade away like the mist 
before the sun. 

Next we will read 1 Peter 3:10: “The 
one who desires life, to love and see 
good days, must keep his tongue from 
evil and his lips from speaking deceit.” 
The company we read of in Revelation 
1�, who followed the Lamb wherever 
He went, had this characteristic: “In 
their mouth was found no guile.” That 
means no deceit – not changing things 
just a little, but letting the One who is 
true dwell in us and speak through us. 

“I am the... truth,” Jesus said; and the 
Holy Spirit is called the Spirit of truth. 
As we are filled with the Spirit He will 
make us true and cause us to speak the 
exact truth. 

“He that will love life, and see good 
days...” Our days are not good days 
if they are full of sickness. If we keep 
our tongues from evil and if we speak 
no guile, we may claim from the Lord 
good days – full of His joy, and full of 
His life and health. 

Turn to James 1:26: “If anyone thinks 
himself to be religious, and yet does 
not bridle his tongue but deceives 
his own heart, this man’s religion is 
worthless.” This is one of the most sol-
emn verses that we have read. A person 
may “seem” to be very religious but use 
his tongue in a wrong way, and God 
says, “This man’s religion is worthless.” 
Such a man is deceived, and has no real 

heart-religion. 
James 3:8, “But no one can tame the 

tongue; it is a restless evil and full of 
deadly poison.” No man can tame the 
tongue, but God can tame it. It is sub-
dued and tamed through being saved 
and filled with the Holy Ghost. How 
precious that God can use a sanctified 
and yielded tongue to give forth His 
wonderful messages of life. 

If we have a bottle of deadly poison 
in the house we put a label on it, with 
skull and cross-bones; and if those who 
go around speaking evil and backbit-
ing could be labelled deadly poison, 
people would be on their guard; unfor-
tunately, they do not wear a label. 

People who do such things need not 
think that they will go free, for God 
will surely deal with them. Now notice 
verse 13 of this same chapter: “Who 
among you is wise and understanding? 
Let him show by his good behaviour 
his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.” 
Our conversation shows where we 
stand spiritually.

Very solemn
Look at Psalm 101:5: “Whoever 

secretly slanders his neighbour, him I 
will destroy.” I believe God sometimes 
cuts off from the earth those who will 
not yield to Him when He disciplines 
them for slandering others. This is very 
solemn. May God search His people 
along these lines – and have mercy 
upon them. 

Turn to Song of Solomon 5:13. No-
body can understand this book unless 
the Holy Spirit explains it. It must be a 
very spiritual heart and mind that ap-
proaches it, and it is full of instruction 
for the bride of Christ. We read in the 
latter part of this verse, which refers 
to Jesus, “His lips like lilies, drop-
ping sweet smelling myrrh.” Earlier, 
in �:3, we read of the lips of His bride 
as being “like a thread of scarlet.” The 
blood must be over her lips, but His 
lips are like lilies; and when our lips 
are covered with the scarlet blood they 
will bring forth the lilies of His own 
purity. 

In Isaiah 6, Isaiah saw the King and 
realised that his own lips were unclean. 
Minnie Abrams told us about a girl 
in India, at the time of a great revival 
there, who kept crying out, “O Lord, 
You are holy, but I am vile.” She had a 
vision of the King; and when we have 

that vision of the Lord in the beauty 
of His holiness, we see what we are in 
ourselves and how we need His blood 
to cleanse us. 

How were Isaiah’s lips cleansed? 
One of the seraphim took a live coal 
and laid it on his lips, and his sin was 
purged. We all need the coal of fire 
from off Christ’s altar of sacrifice to 
touch our hearts and our lips. 

What kind of lips does God want us 
to have? See Ephesians 5:18-20. God’s 
command is to “Be filled with the 
Spirit.” And when we are filled with 
the Spirit, what shall we be doing? 
“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody in your heart to 
the Lord; Giving thanks always for all 
things to God and the Father in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

“Giving thanks always for all things.” 
We will have a tongue full of worship, 
full of thanksgiving to God, praising 
Him for everything that He allows 
– even for the trials – because they are 
all going to work together for good to 
them that love God. 

In Matthew 21:15-16 we read of “the 
children shouting in the temple, “Ho-
sanna to the Son of David.” And we 
read that the chief priests and scribes 
“became indignant and said to Him, 
‘Do You hear what these children are 
saying?’” How those untrue men hated 
the praise of the little children. Jesus 
said, “Yes; have you never read, ‘Out 
of the mouth of infants and nursing 
babies you have prepared praise for 
yourself?’”

The Lord was quoting from Psalm 8. 
The wording here is wonderful: “From 
the mouth of infants and nursing 
babes You have established strength 
Because of Your adversaries, To make 
the enemy and the revengeful cease.” 
So we can put the two things together 
– praise and strength; that is, if we will 
praise God it will make us strong. God 
gives strength through praise, and this 
praise stills the enemy and the avenger. 

I believe we have not fully under-
stood how much praise means in the 
winning of a battle. We must get to 
the place where we pray through – and 
get on to praising ground. 

Let us seek to be filled with the love 
described in 1 Corinthians 13 – and 
when our hearts are filled with this 
love our lips will be also.
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grand; it is glorious!
God wants us to have far more than 

that which we can handle and see, and 
so He speaks of the substance of things 
hoped for, the evidence of things not 
seen; but with the eye of faith, we may 
see it in all its beauty and grandeur. 

God’s Word is from everlasting to ev-
erlasting, and “faith is the substance.” 
If I should give some of you ladies a 
piece of cloth, scissors, needle and 
thread, you could produce a garment. 
Why? Because you had the material. If 
I should provide some of you men with 
wood, saw, hammer, and nails, you 
could produce a box. Why? Because 
you had the material. 

But God, without material, spoke the 
Word and produced this world with 
all its beauty. There was no material 
there, but the Word of God called it 
into being by His creative force. 

With the knowledge that you are 
begotten by this incorruptible Word, 
which lives and abides forever, you 
know that within you is this living, 
definite hope, greater than yourself, 
more powerful than any dynamic force 
in the world – for faith works in you 
by the power of the New Creation of 
God in Christ Jesus. Therefore, with 
the audacity of faith we should throw 

ourselves into the omnipotence of 
God’s divine plan, for God has said to 
you, “If you can believe, all things are 
possible to him who believes (Mark 
9:23).”

It is possible for the power of God to 
be so manifest in your human life that 
you will never be as you were before; 
for you will be ever going forward, 
from victory to victory, for faith knows 
no defeat.

Faith brings you 
to the open door

The Word of God will bring you into 
a wonderful place of rest in faith. God 
means for you to have a clear concep-
tion of what faith is, how faith came, 
and how it remains. Faith is in the 
divine plan, for it brings you to the 
open door that you might enter in. 
You must have an open door, for you 
cannot open the door; it is God who 
does it, but He wants you to be ready 
to step in and claim His promises to 
all the divine manifestation of power 
in the name of Christ Jesus. 

It is only thus that you will be able to 
meet and conquer the enemy, for “He 
that is within you is greater than he 
that is in the world.”

Living faith brings glorious power 
and personality; it gives divine abil-
ity, for it is by faith that Christ is 

by Smith Wigglesworth 
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, 
the evidence of things not seen. For by it the elders 
obtained a good report (Hebrews 11:1-2).”
GOD has moved me to speak on 
the marvellous, glorious reality of 
God’s Word. How great should be 
our faith, for we cannot be saved 
except by faith. We can only be kept 
by faith; we can only be baptised by 
faith. We will be caught up by faith; 
therefore, what a blessed reality is 
faith in the Living God.

What is faith? It is the very nature 
of God. Faith is the Word of God. It 
is the personal, inward flow of divine 
favour, which moves in every fibre of 
our being until our whole nature is 
so quickened that we live by faith, we 
move by faith, and we are going to be 
caught up to glory by faith, for “Faith 
is the Victory!” 

Faith is the glorious knowledge of a 
personal presence within you, chang-
ing you from strength to strength, 
from glory to glory, until you get to the 
place where you walk with God, and 
God thinks and speaks through you by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. Oh, it is 

A Living Faith
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manifested in your mortal flesh by 
the Word of God. I would not have 
you miss the knowledge that you have 
heard from God, and to realise that 
God has so changed you that all weak-
ness, fear, inability, and everything 
that has made you a failure has passed 
away. Faith has power to make you 
what God wants you to be; only you 
must be ready to step into the plan and 
believe His Word.

The first manifestation of God’s plan 
was the Cross of Calvary. You may 
refuse it; you may resist it. But God, 
who loves you with an everlasting love, 
has followed you through life and will 
follow you with His great grace that 
He may bring you to a knowledge of 
this great salvation. God, in His own 
plan for your eternal good, may have 
brought something into your life that 
is distasteful; something that is caus-
ing you to feel desperate, that your life 
is worthless. 

What does it mean? It means that the 
Spirit of God is showing you your own 
weakness so that you might cry out to 
Him, and when you do He will show 
you the Cross of Redemption. Then 
God will give you faith to believe, for 
faith is the gift of God.

God, who has given us this faith, has 
a wonderful plan for our lives. Do you 
remember when God brought you to 
this place of salvation, how the faith 
He gave you brought a great desire to 
do something for Him, and then He 
showed you that wonderful open door? 

I was saved more than 67 years ago, 
and I have never lost the witness of 
the Spirit. If you will not allow your 

A Living Faith human nature to crush your faith and 
interfere with God’s plan in its won-
derful divine setting, you will mount 
up like the eagles. 

Oh the wonderful effectiveness of 
God’s perfect plan working in us with 
the Divine Trinity flowing through 
humanity changing our very nature to 
the extent that we cannot disbelieve. 
Instead, we act faith, talk faith, and in 
faith sing praises to the Lord. 

Faith is always 
triumphant

There is no room for anything that is 
not faith, for we have passed beyond 
the natural plane into a new atmos-
phere – God enclosed and enclosing 
us. Faith is an increasing position, 
always triumphant. It is not a place of 
poverty but of wealth. If you always 
live in fruitfulness you will always have 
plenty. 

What does it say in this scripture? 
“The elders obtained a good report!” 
The man who lives in faith always has a 
good report. The Acts of the Apostles 
were written because the lives of the 
Apostles bore the fruit of active faith. 
To them faith was an everyday fact. If 
your life is in the divine order, you will 
not only have living, active faith, but 
you will always be building up some-
one else in faith.

What is the good of preaching with-
out faith? God intends that we should 
so live in this glorious sphere of the 
power of God, that we will always be 

in a position to tell people of the act 
that brought the fact. You must act 
before you can see the fact. 

What is the good of praying for the 
sick without faith? You must believe 
that God will not deny Himself, for 
the Word of God cannot be denied. I 
believe this message is given in divine 
order, that you may no longer be in 
a place of doubt but will realise that 
“faith is the substance!” 

Beloved, even with all the faith we 
have, we are not even so much as 
touching the hem of God’s plan for 
us. It is like going to the seashore and 
dipping your toe in the water, with the 
great vast ocean before you. God wants 
us to rise on the bosom of the tide, 
and not keep paddling along the shore. 
Oh to be connected with that sublime 
power, that human nature may know 
God and the glory of the manifesta-
tion of Christ!

The Word of God is eternal and can-
not be broken. You cannot improve 
on the Word of God, for it is life, 
and it produces life. Listen! God has 
begotten you to a “lively hope.” You 
are begotten of the Word that created 
worlds. If you dare to believe, it is pow-
erful. God wants us to be powerful 
– a people of faith – a purified people. 
God wants a people who will launch 
out in Him and dare to trust Him in 
glorious faith which always takes you 
beyond that which is commonplace to 
an abiding place in God.
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Oh that

You 
would
rend the
heave$s
“Oh, that You would rend the heavens 
and come down, � at the mountains 
might quake at Your presence – As � re 
kindles the brushwood, as � re causes 
water to boil – To make Your name 
known to Your adversaries, � at the 
nations may tremble at Your presence! 
When You did awesome things which 
we did not expect, You came down, the 
mountains quaked at Your presence 
(Isaiah 64:1-3).”
THIS article is adapted � om a 
teaching by Duncan Campbell that 
chronicled some of his experiences 
and insights related to the revival 
� om 1949-1953 in the Hebrides Is-
lands o�  the coast of Scotland.

I never read that third verse without 
my mind going back to what actually 
happened in the parish of Barvas on 
the island of Lewis. At the outset, let 
me make it clear that I did not bring 
revival to the Hebrides. I had the privi-
lege of being there and in some small 
way leading the movement for about 
three years but God moved in the par-
ish of Barvas before I set foot on the 
island. Revival is still a sign which is 
spoken against, and you cannot believe 
every story you have heard about the 
Lewis Awakening. Down through the 
years things have been said which have 
no foundation in fact. However, facts 
are powerful things.

How did this gracious movement 
begin? In 19�9, the local presbytery 
issued a proclamation to be read 

on a certain Sunday in all the Free 
Churches on the island of Lewis. Th is 
proclamation called the people to con-
sider the “low state of vital religion... 
throughout the land... and the present 
dispensation of Divine displeasure... 
due to growing carelessness toward 
public worship... and the growing in-
fl uence of the spirit of pleasure which 
has taken growing hold of the younger 
generation.” 

Th ey called on the churches to “take 
these matters to heart and to make 
serious inquiry what must be the end 
if there be no repentance. We call 
upon every individual as before God to 
examine his or her life in light of that 
responsibility which attends to us all 
and that happily in divine mercy we 
may be visited with a spirit of repent-
ance and turn again to the Lord whom 
we have so grieved.” 

I am not prepared to say what eff ect 
the reading of this declaration had 
upon the ministers or people of the 
island in general, but I do know that in 
the parish of Barvas a number of men 
and women took it to heart, especially 
two old women. I am ashamed to 
think of it – two sisters, one 82 and 

one 8�, the latter blind. Th ese two 
women developed a great heart con-
cern for God to do something in the 
parish and gave themselves to waiting 
upon God in their little cottage.

One night God gave one of the sisters 
a vision. Now, we have got to under-
stand that in revival remarkable things 
happen. It is supernatural; you are not 
moving on human levels; you are mov-
ing in divine places. In the vision, she 
saw the churches crowded with young 
people and she told her sister, “I believe 
revival is coming to the parish.” 

Not a single young 
person in church

At that time, there was not a single 
young person attending public wor-
ship, a fact which cannot be disputed. 
Sending for the minister, she told him 
her story, and he took her message as a 
word from God to his heart. Turning 
to her he said, “What do you think we 
should do?” 

“What?” she said, “Give yourself to 
prayer; give yourself to waiting upon 
God. Get your elders and deacons 
together and spend at least two nights 
a week waiting upon God in prayer. If 

Hebrides Revival: 1949-1953



Prepare the Way 15

you will do that at your end of the par-
ish, my sister and I will do it at our end 
of the parish from 10 o’clock at night 
until 2 or 3 o’clock in the morning.” 

So, the minister called his leaders 
together and for several months they 
waited upon God in a barn among the 
straw. During this time they pleaded 
one promise, “For I will pour out water 
on the thirsty land And streams on the 
dry ground; I will pour out My Spirit 
on your offspring And My blessing on 
your descendants (Isaiah ��:3).”

This went on for at least three 
months. Nothing happened. But one 
night a young deacon rose and began 
reading from Psalm 2�, “Who may 
ascend into the hill of the Lord? And 
who may stand in His holy place? He 
who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
Who has not lifted up his soul to false-
hood And has not sworn deceitfully. 
He shall receive a blessing from the 
Lord And righteousness from the God 
of his salvation ( verses 3-5).”

Closing his Bible, he addressed the 
minister and other office bearers: “It 
seems to me so much humbug. To 
be waiting as we are waiting, to be 
praying as we are praying, when we 

ourselves are not rightly related to 
God.” Then, he lifted his hands toward 
heaven and prayed, “O God, are my 
hands clean? Is my heart pure?” 

Then, he went to his knees and fell 
into a trance. Now, don’t ask me to 
explain the physical manifestations 
of this movement because I can’t, but 
this I do know, that something hap-
pened in the barn at that moment in 
that young deacon. There was a power 
loosed that shook the heavens and an 
awareness of God gripped those gath-
ered together.

Now, I wasn’t on the island at the 
time. I was in another area when word 
came asking me to come to Lewis for 
10 days. I had other meetings sched-
uled and wrote back that I would put 
Barvas on my calendar for the follow-
ing year. However, due to circumstanc-
es I won’t go into, my other meetings 
were cancelled, and I found it possible 
to go to the islands as requested. 

Arriving by boat, I was met by the 
minister of the church and one of his 
office bearers. As I stepped ashore, the 
office bearer came to me and said, “Mr 
Campbell, may I ask you a question? 
Are you walking with God?” I was 
happy to be able to respond, “I can say 
this at any rate, I fear God.”

They had arranged for me to address 
the church at a short meeting begin-
ning at 9 o’clock that night. It was a 
remarkable meeting. God sovereignly 
moved, and there was an awareness of 
God which was wonderful. The meet-
ing lasted until � o’clock in the morn-
ing, and I had not witnessed anything 
to compare with it at any other time 
during my ministry. 

Around midnight, a group of young 
people left a dance and crowded into 
the church. There were people who 
couldn’t go to sleep because they were 
so gripped by God. Although there 
was an awareness of God and a spirit 
of conviction at this initial meeting, 
the real breakthrough came a few days 
later on Sunday night in the parish 
church. 

The church was full, and the Spirit of 
God was moving in such a way that I 
couldn’t preach. I just stood still and 
gazed upon the wondrous moving of 
God. Men and women were crying out 
to God for mercy all over the church. 

There was no appeal made whatsoever. 
After meeting for over three hours, I 
pronounced the benediction and told 
the people to go out, but mentioned 
that any who wanted to continue the 
meeting could come back later. 

A young deacon came to me and said, 
“Mr Campbell, God is hovering over 
us.” About that time the clerk of the 
session asked me to come to the back 
door. There was a crowd of at least 600 
people gathered in the yard outside the 
church... Someone gave out Psalm 102 
and the crowd streamed back in to the 
church which could no longer hold the 
number of people. 

Is there nothing 
left for me

A young school teacher came down 
front crying out, “O God, is there 
nothing left for me?” She is a mission-
ary in Nigeria today. There was a bus 
load of people coming to the meeting 
from 60 miles away. The power of God 
came into the bus so that some could 
not even enter the church when the 
bus arrived. People were swooning all 
over the church, and I cannot remem-
ber one single person who was moved 
on by God that night who was not 
gloriously born again. 

When I went out of the church at 
� o’clock in the morning there were 
a great number of people praying 
alongside the road. In addition to the 
school teacher, several of those born 
again that night are in foreign mission 
work today.

From Barvas, the move of God 
spread to the neighbouring districts. 
I received a message that a nearby 
church was crowded at 1 o’clock in the 
morning and they wanted me to come. 
When I arrived, the church was full 
and there were crowds outside. Com-
ing out of the church two hours later, 
I found a group of 300 people, unable 
to get into the church, praying in a 
nearby field. One old woman com-
plained about the noise of the meet-
ings because she could not get to sleep. 
A deacon grabbed her and shook her, 
saying, “Woman, you have been asleep 
long enough!”

There was one area of the islands 
which wanted me to come but I didn’t 
feel any leading to accept the invita-
tion. The blind sister encouraged me 
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to go and told me, “If you were living 
as near to God as you ought to be, 
He would reveal His secrets to you!” 
I agreed to spend a morning in prayer 
with her in the cottage. As we prayed, 
the sister said, “Lord, you remember 
what you told me today that you 
were going to save seven men in this 
church. I just gave your message to Mr 
Campbell and please give him wisdom 
because he badly needs it.” 

She told me if I would go to the vil-
lage, God would provide a congrega-
tion. I agreed to go, and when I arrived 
at 7 o’clock, there were approximately 
�00 people at the church. Th e people 
could not tell what it was that had 
brought them; it had been directed 
by the Spirit of God. I spoke for a few 
minutes on the text “And the times 
of this ignorance God winked at; but 
now commands all men everywhere to 
repent (Acts 17:30).” One of the min-
isters stopped me and said, “Come see 
this.” At one end of the meeting house, 
the most notorious characters in the 
community were on their faces crying 
out to God.

On a trip to a neighbouring island I 
found the people were very cold and 
stiff . Calling for some men to come 
over and pray, I particular requested 
that a young man named Donald ac-
company them. Donald, who was 17 
years old, had been recently saved and 
then baptised in the Holy Spirit about 
two weeks later on a hillside. 

As we were in the church that night, 
Donald was sitting toward the front 
with tears falling off  his face onto the 
fl oor. I knew Donald was in touch 
with God in a way that I was not. So 
I stopped preaching and asked him 

to pray. Donald rose to his feet and 
prayed, “I seem to be gazing into an 
open door and see the Lamb in the 
midst of the throne and the keys of 
death and hell on his waist.” Th en he 
stopped and began to sob. Aft er he 
composed himself, he lift ed his eyes 
toward heaven, raised his hands, and 
said, “God, there is power there. Let it 
loose!” And at that moment the power 
of God fell upon the congregation. 

On one side of the room, the people 
threw up their hands, put their heads 
back and kept them in that position 
for two hours. It is hard to do this 
for 10 minutes, much less two hours. 
On the other side, the people were 
slumped over, crying out for mercy. 
In a village fi ve miles away, the power 
of God swept through the town and 
there was hardly a house in that village 
that didn’t have someone saved in it 
that night.

Bitter opposition
In one area of the district there was 

bitter opposition to the movement 
because I preached the baptism of the 
Holy Spirit as a separate and distinct 
occurrence following conversion. 
Th ose who opposed me were so suc-
cessful in their opposition that very 
few people came to the meetings. One 
night, the session clerk came to me and 
said, “Th ere is only one thing we can 
do to the correct the situation which 
now prevails. We must give ourselves 
to waiting upon God in prayer. I have 
been told there is a farmer who said 
we could meet in his home. He is not a 
Christian and his wife isn’t saved, but 
they are God-fearing people.” 

About 30 of us, ministers and elders 
from the district, met in this farmer’s 
house. I felt the going very, very hard. I 
prayed. All the ministers prayed. One 
felt that the very powers of hell were 
unleashed. About midnight I turned 
to one of the elders and told him I 
thought the time had come for him 
to lay hold of God. Th is man rose to 
his feet and prayed for about half and 
hour. (Of course, you must remember 
that we were in revival, and in revival 
time doesn’t exist. Nobody was look-
ing at the clock.)

Th e man paused, lift ed his hand 
toward heaven and said, “God, did You 
know that your honour is a stake? You 
gave the promise that You would pour 

water on the thirsty and fl oods upon 
the dry ground, and You are not doing 
it.” I wonder how many of us could 
approach God with words like that on 
our lips? 

Th en he said, “Th ere are fi ve min-
isters in this meeting, including Mr 
Campbell, and I don’t know where 
a one of them stands in Your Pres-
ence. But if I know anything about 
my own heart, I think I can say that I 
am thirsty for a manifestation of Your 
power.” He paused again, then cried 
out in aloud voice, “God, Your honour 
is at stake and I now challenge You to 
pour water on the thirsty and fl oods 
upon the dry ground.” 

And in that moment the stone-built 
house literally shook like a leaf. I 
immediately went to the Acts of the 
Apostles where it is recorded that they 
prayed and the place where they were 
assembled was shaken. As soon as this 
dear man stopped praying, I pro-
nounced the benediction a little aft er 
2 o’clock in the morning and went 
out to fi nd the whole village ablaze 
with God. I went into one house and 
found nine women on their knees in 
the kitchen crying out to God. One 
woman saved that night has written 
some of the fi nest Gaelic hymns in our 
Gaelic hymnal. 

On the following Sunday, the road 
was black with the people walking 
two miles to the church. Th e drinking 
house in that particular village closed 
that night and has never reopened 
since. Th is is God at work. A God sent-
revival is always a revival of holiness.

It takes the supernatural to break 
the bonds of the natural. You can 
make a community mission-conscious. 
You can make a community crusade-
conscious. But only God can make a 
community God-conscious. Just think 
about what would happen if God came 
to any community in power. I believe 
that day is coming. May God prepare 
us all for it. Amen.
Duncan Campbell (1898-1972) was raised 
in the Highlands of Scotland. He came to 
the Lord as a teenager and served congre-
gations of the Presbyterian church and 
as an itinerant evangelist. In 
addition to his involvement in 
the Lewis Awakening, he was 
much in demand as a speaker 
throughout the British Isles.

Continued...
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by Helen Gardiner
BACK in the mid-‘90s, when we 
were still involved with Joy! maga-
zine, a book came into my hands, 
entitled Quenching � e Spirit by 
William DeArteaga. 

I read it, esteemed it highly, and cat-
egorised it as: “A Christian 
book well worth keeping 
in my bookshelf.”

Recently, I pulled it 
out of my bookshelf 
and dipped into it 
again. I have really 
concluded that this 
is a book that 
should not sim-
ply remain in 
the bookshelf, 
but should be 
promoted 
and read 
by as 
many 
Chris-
tians 
as 
pos-
sible, 
especially by 
humble, hungry, sincere 
seekers aft er fullness of truth; 
fullness of life in Jesus Christ and full-
ness of the Holy Spirit and the Word.

It is a book that is of humble and 
meek spirit, written in everyday lan-
guage, understandable for both the lay 
and theological. Quenching Th e Spirit 
is also a thorough and scholarly tome, 
which deserves to be a best-seller.

It was fi rst published in 1992, and 
then updated and revised in 1996. It 
certainly deserves constant reprinting.

On the cover, the book is described 
as, “Th e most coherent, well-docu-
mented and balanced defence to date 
of charismatic belief and practice.” 

It has been widely endorsed and 
praised by well-respected and known 
men and women of God.

Francis Frangipane, well-known 
author and senior pastor of River 
of Life Ministries in Cedar Rapids, 
Iowa, writes: “Satan’s deception dur-

ing a move of God is both subtle and 
powerful because the devil’s disguise is 
a religious spirit. He cloaks his activ-
ity by honouring what God HAS 
done, while fi ghting what God IS 
doing. Brother DeArteaga thoroughly 
exposes this stronghold of pharisaical 
religion.”

R. Loren Sandford, senior pastor 
of new Song Fellowship 

in Th ornton, 
Colorado, 
writes: 

“As a 
member of 

a pioneering 
family in char-

ismatic renewal, 
I rejoice in this 

balanced and 
scholarly response 

to what has oft en 
been unbalanced and 

unsound criticism. 
William DeArteaga 

accurately identifi es the 
real issues and puts the 

debate on solid ground 
historically and Biblically.”
DeArteaga looks closely 

and thoroughly at topics like: 
The Great Awakening; Spiritual 

Gift s in the Early Church; Th e 
Truth and Error in the Catholic Min-
istry of Healing; Th e Rise of Dispensa-
tionalism; Th e Evangelical Healers of 
the s; Materialism; Th e Spiritual 
side of Quantum Physics; New Th ought 
and New Age; Prosperity Teaching; 
Spiritual Laws; Visualisation; E.W. 
Kenyon; Th e Reproof of Charles Farah 
Jr; Th e Critiques of D. R. McConnell, 
Dave Hunt and Hank Hanegraaff ; and 
“Messy” Revivals. He also evaluates 
modern Pharisaism.

In his book, DeArteaga makes the 
point: “Th e Pentecostal/charismatic 
tradition occupies the Biblical mid-
dle ground between Pharisaism and 
Gnosticism. Pharisees recognise the 
role of doctrine and tradition in reli-
gion but disdain spiritual experiences 
and power as dangerous to ‘sound 
doctrine.’ Gnostics revel in experiences 

but disdain traditions and believe 
that current experiences or revelations 
can override Scripture. Spirit-fi lled 
Christians accept spiritual experiences 
bounded by discernment and Scripture 
yet also revere the theological heritage 
of the church. Th is charismatic mid-
dle ground has been little recognised 
because consensus orthodoxy has long 
leaned toward Pharisaism…”

Writing about the merging of power 
and holiness, DeArteaga says, “If the 
failure of traditional Catholic and 
Protestant (including evangelical) the-
ologies was that they emphasised piety 
without sustaining spiritual power, 
then the problem of much charismatic 
theology is that it rediscovered spir-
itual power but minimised piety. Bibli-
cal Christianity subordinates neither 
one…

“When Christians agree that the 
goal of life is Christlike holiness, then 
other things fall into proper perspec-
tive. Th is proper perspective is devel-
oped as a spirit of appreciation comes 
to the fore. Specifi cally, charismatics 
and Pentecostals will appreciate their 
rich devotional literature… Conversely, 
if the evangelicals also focussed on 
Christlike holiness, they would ap-
preciate the recovery of the gift s of the 
Spirit because gift s that are used prop-
erly empower holiness and facilitate 
missionary work and evangelisation…

“In doing the revision for this book 
I was brought to study the writings 
of Phoebe Palmer and leaf through 
years of Carrie Judd Montgomery’s 
magazine, Triumphs of Faith (read an 
article by Montgomery on page 1 of this issue). 
It was both a shock and inspiration to 
see how passionately that generation 
sought aft er holiness and Christlike 
character. Contemporary Christians 
pale in comparison. Recovery and 
recirculation of their writings should 
be a priority of the current charismatic 
leadership.”

Quenching Th e Spirit by William 
DeArteaga is published by Creation 
House. You may fi nd it at your Chris-
tian bookstore. If not, you can buy it 
on the Internet at Amazon.com.

A must-read book...
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“Our God is a consuming fi re 
(Hebrews 12:2).”
by Zac Poonen
WE HAVE oft en seen the words 
“God is love” hanging on the wall 
in many homes. But have you ever 
seen the words “God is a consuming 
fi re” hanging anywhere? Both these 
verses are in the New Testament. 
But we don’t like to think of God as 
a consuming fi re. And therefore our 
concept of God is imbalanced. And 
when our concept of God is imbal-
anced, our Christian life will be 
imbalanced too – and carnal! 

In Isaiah’s prophecy we read the 
following words: “Sinners in Zion are 
terrifi ed; trembling has seized the god-
less (hypocrites, KJV). Who among 
us can live with the consuming fi re? 
Who among us can live with continual 
burning? He who walks righteously, 
and speaks with sincerity, he who 
rejects unjust gain, and shakes his 
hands so that they hold no bribe; he 
who stops his ears from hearing about 
bloodshed, and shuts his eyes from 
looking upon evil (Isaiah 33:1�&15).”

Here we read that there are both 
sinners and hypocrites in Zion (the 
church)! And then it goes on to ask 
who can live with the consuming 
fi re? If the Lord is really present in a 
church, there will be a consuming fi re 
and a continual burning there at all 
times. 

Many churches today claim to be 
“New Testament churches,” because of 
certain distinctive features like “believ-
er’s baptism,” “speaking in tongues,” 
“praise and worship,” “weekly breaking 

of bread” etc. But none of these are 
the identifi cation mark of a truly New 
Testament church. Th e mark of a true 
New Testament Church is this that 
God is in its midst as a consuming fi re 
– a fi re that terrifi es sinners and makes 
hypocrites tremble. 

I am not surprised when carnal peo-
ple leave our church, or fall away – be-
cause this is proof that the consuming 
fi re is still burning in our midst. When 
hypocrites and carnal people leave a 
church, that is a good sign. It is a sign 
that God is working in power in such a 
church. It is when spiritually-minded, 
God-fearing people leave a church, 
that the church should sit up and take 
stock of its position. 

 
 

If the fi re is not burning in our midst, 
then many people will continue to 
remain with us. But I am absolutely 
certain of one thing: As long as God 
is present in our midst as a consum-
ing fi re, one day or the other, all such 
hypocrites will be exposed, if they do 
not repent and set matters right. Th ere 
is no partiality with God – He will 
even expose hypocritical elders, as we 
see in Revelation 2&3. 

God is longsuff ering, but His pa-
tience will come to an end one day. 
Th e one who defi les the church of 
God will himself be destroyed by God 
– that is certain (1 Corinthians 3:17). 
God does not remove those who are 
imperfect, or those defeated by sin. 

But He removes the insincere. 
Th e fi rst qualifi cation to dwell with 

this consuming fi re mentioned here is: 
“He who walks righteously and speaks 
with SINCERITY (Isaiah 33:15).” Th at 
refers to those who walk according to 
the light they have, in sincerity in their 
private lives. Th ey may not be perfect, 
but they are SINCERE. Th ey are not 
hypocrites. 

If there is one thing that we must fear 
more than anything else in the church, 
it is giving people an impression about 
our spirituality that is not true. Do 
you give others the impression that you 
pray a lot, when you don’t pray at all? 
Do you give them the impression that 
you fast much when you don’t actually 
fast that much? Do you want others 
to consider you as wholehearted when 
you are not? Th en you are in danger of 
falling away – not because you are im-
perfect, but because you are insincere. 
God desires truth in our inward part. 
Th e hypocrites in Zion tremble, be-
cause they are afraid of being exposed. 

Th e second qualifi cation to live with 
the consuming fi re is “rejecting unjust 
gain (Isaiah 33:15)” – in other words, 
being righteous and faithful in money 
matters. We may have thought that the 
alternative master to God is satan. But 
Jesus Himself stated in Luke 16:13 that 
that alternative master to God was 
mammon (money and material riches)! 
No believer imagines that he can love 
God and satan at the same time. But 
there are multitudes of believers who 
imagine that they can love money and 
God simultaneously. Th ey don’t realise 
that mammon draws a person away 
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from the true and living God. 
Th e third qualifi cation to live with 

the consuming fi re is shutting our ears 
from hearing about bloodshed (Isaiah 
33:15). Th is is more than avoiding gos-
siping. Th is refers to not wanting to 
HEAR even someone else gossiping. 
A God-fearing man will shut his ears 
not only to the main Accuser of the 
brethren (Revelation 12:10), but to the 
Accuser’s agents as well! 

If we could look at this earth from 
heaven’s standpoint, we would see 
millions of people all over the world, 
tearing others to pieces with their 
tongues from early morning to late at 
night, every day. But if you want to 
live with God, the consuming fi re, you 
must discipline yourself not to listen to 
such accusations. 

 

A fourth qualifi cation that is men-
tioned here, to live with the consum-
ing fi re, is shutting our eyes from 
looking upon evil. One who lives with 
the consuming fi re does not look upon 
what will defi le his spirit. 

Only when you allow God to con-
sume all that is worldly and that can 
be consumed in your life, will you be 
able to live with Him Who is a con-
suming fi re. Whatever is left  in you 
then will be incombustible! God is 
going to populate heaven with such 
people – who have nothing combusti-
ble left  in them. 

Can we willingly say to the Lord, 
“Lord, I only want those things left  in 
my life, that cannot be burned, so that 
You and I can live in fellowship with 
each other forever.” 

1 Corinthians 3:11-15 tells us that in 
the fi nal day the Lord will test every-
thing by His fi re. Everything that is 
combustible – wood, hay and straw 
will be burnt up. Only those things 

that cannot burn – gold, silver and 
precious stones – will remain. Since 
this is going to be so, what a wonder-
ful privilege it is to receive the fi re of 
the Holy Spirit now, so that all that 
is combustible in us can be burnt up 
before that day. 

Jesus has come to baptise us with the 
fi re of the Holy Spirit (John 1:29), so 
that the Spirit can enter every part 
of our lives with His burning fi re 
and burn up everything in us that is 
worldly – all the wood, hay and straw. 

God’s Word is a fi re that can burn up 
and eliminate many things in our lives 
(Jeremiah 23:29). But there are many 
things that God’s Word doesn’t speak 
about, that still need to be burnt up in 
us. Th erefore we must be careful to be 
sensitive every day to all that the Holy 
Spirit tells us. Th e only one who can 
live with God the consuming fi re is the 
one who is always listens to the Holy 
Spirit and acts in the fear of God. 

It says in 2 Th essalonians 2:11 that 
God will send a deceiving infl uence on 
those who don’t love the truth (about 
themselves) so as to be saved. Th at 
verse teaches us that God will also al-
low evil spirits to deceive all those who 
do not love the truth and permit them 
to believe the Lie (NASB margin). 

 

What is “Th e Lie?” Th ere are many 
types of lies, but there is one lie, that 
is called “Th e Lie” in Scripture. “Th e 
Lie” is the fi rst LIE that a human be-
ing ever heard! It was satan’s word to 
Eve saying, “You will not die (Genesis 
3:�).” Eve believed the lie that be-
cause she was made in God’s image, 
she would not die spiritually, even if 
she disobeyed God and sinned. And 
the devil is still telling people today 
that they will not die, because they 
accepted the Lord, or because they 

were baptised in water or because they 
speak in tongues, or because they at-
tend meetings regularly.

God will allow all those who don’t 
love the truth about themselves to 
believe this Lie. And there are millions 
of so-called “believers” believing this 
lie today. Th ey believe that they will 
never die spiritually, even if they live in 
sin. And so, they are careless with sin. 
Th ey don’t fear God. Th ey don’t hate 
sin. Th ey don’t throw into the consum-
ing fi re, all that needs to be burned up 
in their lives. Th ey are not sincere or 
upright, but hypocritical. Th ey play the 
fool with sin. Th ey accuse others and 
listen to accusations. Th ey look at evil 
things with their eyes. And yet they 
imagine that they will live forever in 
heaven with “the consuming fi re.” 

How did they come to believe such a 
lie? Th rough the master-plan of satan 
who has made them believe that if 
their doctrines are right, it does not 
matter how they live! 

God says in His Word, “I gave them 
time to repent.” How good God is! 
He does not judge at once. He gives 
us time to repent. But if we don’t love 
the truth about ourselves so as to be 
saved from sin, then God Himself will 
not be able to help us. So, brothers and 
sisters, let me plead with you to love 
the truth about yourself and seek to be 
saved from everything un-Christlike 
in your life. 

When God speaks to us – directly 
by His Word, or by the Holy Spirit, or 
through another brother, or perhaps 
even through an enemy – and we hear 
the truth about ourselves, what do we 
do? Do we justify ourselves or do we 
judge ourselves? 

I have received many letters of accusa-
tion in my life (that is the appointed 
lot of all who serve the Lord). I usu-
ally throw them all into the garbage 
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bin. But before doing so, I read them 
and ask the Lord, “Lord, is there some 
truth in what my enemy is saying? 
Perhaps there is. Please show me.” Our 
enemies oft en tell us more truths about 
ourselves than our friends do. 

But I never allow any letter to make 
me feel condemned, because I know 
there is NO condemnation for me, 
because I am in Christ. But I do allow 
the Lord to speak to me at such times. 
It is like getting a free “scan” of our 
bodies. An MRI scan of our body can 
cost a lot of money in medical diag-
nostic laboratories. Isn’t it wonderful, 
then, that someone scans our heart 
freely for us! And if it is our enemy 
who is off ering us such a scan, let us 
praise the Lord and subject ourselves 
to such a scan. If there is no sickness 
in our hearts, we can lose nothing by 
“scanning” ourselves even with a letter 
written by an enemy. 

Remember that it was an ungodly, 
heathen man (Abimelech) who once 
rebuked Abraham for lying (Genesis 
20:9). Abraham was a prophet chosen 
by God. But he had to be rebuked for 
his sin by a godless man! Today, Abra-
ham is in heaven and Abimelech may 
be in hell, but it was Abimelech who 
helped Abraham to see his sin. 

Humble yourself then. Maybe some 
heathen man can help you, too, to see 
something in your life that may help 
you to cleanse out some evil habit from 
your life. 

In the fi nal analysis, we will discover 
that there are only TWO categories 
of people before God - not those who 
do right and those who do wrong, but 
those who are HUMBLE and those 
who are PROUD, or in other words, 
those who followed Jesus in His hu-
mility and those who followed satan in 
his pride. 

It is the pride in our hearts that 

God is constantly seeking to burn 
up with His consuming fi re. It is the 
proud, haughty ones whom He seeks 
to remove from Zion. Th e Lord says, 
“I will remove from your midst your 
proud, exulting ones, and you will 
never again be haughty on my holy 
mountain (Zephaniah 3:11).” And then 
the church will be left  with “a humble 
and lowly people” (Zephaniah 3:12). 
Th is is the church that will triumph 
over satan. 

 

In the fi nal day, we will fi nd many 
people who did right being rejected 
by God because they were proud. And 
amazingly, we will also discover that 
some people who made serious mis-
takes in their lives are still accepted by 
God, because they were humble and 
sincere. 

If we live in humility and brokenness 
before God, never esteeming ourselves 
as better than anyone else, but always 
recognising ourselves as the chief of 
sinners; if we never seek to lord it over 
others and never seek to grab anything 
on earth (not even a ministry); if we 
are willing to walk “the second mile;” 
and if we are ready to forgive those 
who have done us the greatest wrong, 
then God will cover up our failures 
and continue to bless us, no matter 
what men think about us or do to us. 

Humility has tremendous value 
before God. It says in 1 Peter 3:� that 
a meek and gentle spirit is extremely 
precious to God. Jesus Himself had a 
humble and gentle heart and told us to 
learn these virtues from Him (Mat-
thew 11:28). 

A gentle and a quiet spirit is one 
that is not agitated or in unrest. Some 
washing machines have what is called 
an “agitator”. It turns one way and 
then the other way – perpetually. It 
is never at rest, it is always 

 
 

“agitating!” In the hearts of all who are 
born of Adam too, there is an “agita-
tor.” If anyone rubs them the wrong 
way, the agitator starts “agitating.” But 
those who are humble and gentle in 
spirit have got rid of this agitator. Th ey 
are not off ended or hurt when anyone 
says or does something to them , or 
when they don’t say or do something 
that was expected of them. Th ey have 
put their “agitator” on the cross.

When Jesus told His disciples that 
their righteousness must exceed that 
of the scribes and the Pharisees, what 
did He mean? He meant what I have 
just been talking about. Th e righteous-
ness of the Pharisees was a matter of 
“right” and “wrong”. But Jesus wanted 
the righteousness of His disciples to 
comprise of more than that. It was to 
include humility, brokenness, gentle-
ness and quietness of spirit as well. He 
told them that otherwise they would 
NEVER enter the kingdom of God. 
I don’t know how many of us really 
believe what Jesus said. 

A humble person can never fall, 
because he is already at ground-level! 
How then can he fall down!! When 
God’s Word says, “He is able to keep 
you from falling (Jude 2�),” it is thus 
that the Lord keeps us – by keeping 
our faces in the dust before Him. Th en 
it becomes impossible to fall. 

God is a consuming fi re Who is 
determined to consume every bit of 
pride from every corner of our hearts 
– if we will let Him. He will arrange 
people and circumstances in such a 
way that every particle of pride is to-
tally consumed. Let us cooperate then 
with Him and allow the Spirit to do a 
perfect work within us. 
Copyright: Zac Poonen. Webpages: 
http://poonen/org/zac and 
www.cfcindia.com 

Continued...
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THIS is a contemporary account of 
the martyrdom of Polycarp in ad 
155 or 156. Polycarp was bishop of the 
church in Smyrna, and a personal 
disciple of the Apostle John:

Th ree days before he was apprehend-
ed, as he was praying at night, he fell 
asleep, and saw in a dream the pillow 
catch fi re under his head, and then be 
consumed. On awaking, he related the 
vision to those about him, and proph-
esied that he would be burnt alive for 
Christ’s sake. 

Th e pursuers, having arrived late in 
the day, found him gone to bed in 
the top room of the house. Hearing 
that they had come, he came down, 
and spoke to them with a cheerful 
and pleasant countenance: so that 
they were wonder-struck. Having 
never known the man before, they 
now beheld his venerable age and the 
gravity and composure of his manner, 
and wondered why they should be so 
earnest for the apprehension of so old 
a man. 

He immediately ordered a table be 
laid for them, and exhorted them to 
eat heartily, and begged them to allow 
him one hour to pray without molesta-
tion. Th is being granted, he rose and 
began to pray, and was so full of the 
grace of God, that those who were 
present and heard his prayers were as-
tonished, and many now felt sorry that 
so venerable and godly a man should 
be put to death. 

Now, as Polycarp was entering into 
the stadium, there came a voice from 
heaven, saying, “Be strong, and show 
yourself a man, O Polycarp !” No one 
saw who it was that spoke to him; 
but those of our brethren who were 
present heard the voice. 

When he was brought to the tribu-
nal, there was a great tumult as soon as 
it was known that Polycarp had been 
apprehended. Th e proconsul asked 
him if he were Polycarp. When he 
assented, the former counselled him to 
deny Christ, saying, “Consider your-
self, and have pity on your own great 
age” and many other similar speeches. 

Th e proconsul then urged him, 
saying, “Swear and I will release you 
– deny Christ.”

Polycarp answered, “I have served 
him 86 years, and he never once 
wronged me; how then shall I blas-
pheme my King, Who has saved me?’

Th e proconsul again urged him, 
“Swear by the fortune of Caesar.”

Polycarp replied, “Since you still 
vainly strive to make me swear by the 
fortune of Caesar, as you express it, af-
fecting ignorance of my real character, 
hear me frankly declaring what I am. 
I am a Christian – and if you desire to 
learn the Christian doctrine, assign me 
a day, and you shall hear.”

Th e proconsul then said, “I have wild 
beasts; and I will expose you to them, 
unless you repent.”

“Call for them,” replied Polycarp.
“I will tame you with fi re,” said the 

proconsul, “since you despise the wild 
beasts, unless you repent.”

Do whatever 
you please

Th en Polycarp said, “You threaten 
me with fi re, which burns for an hour, 
and is soon extinguished; but you 
are ignorant of the fi re of the future 
judgement, and of eternal punishment 
reserved for the ungodly. But why do 
you delay? Do whatever you 
please.” 

Th e proconsul sent the 
herald to proclaim three times 
in the middle of the stadium, 
“Polycarp has professed him-
self a Christian.” Th ese words 
were no sooner spoken when 
the whole multitude, both of 
Gentiles and Jews dwelling 
at Smyrna, with outrageous 
fury shouted aloud, “Th is is 
the doctor of Asia, the father 
of the Christians, and the 
subverter of our gods, who has 
taught many not to sacrifi ce 
to them nor adore them.”

Th ey now called on Philip, 
the offi  cial in charge of the 
games, to let loose a lion 
against Polycarp. But he 
refused, alleging that he had 
closed his exhibition. Th ey 
then unanimously shouted 
that he should be burnt alive. 

Th e people immediately gathered 
wood from the workshops and baths. 

When they wanted to fasten him 
to the stake, he said, “Leave me as I 
am; for He who gives me strength to 
sustain the fi re, will enable me also, 
without your securing me with nails, 
to remain without fl inching in the 
pile.”

So he said: “O Father, I bless You that 
You have counted me worthy to receive 
my portion among the martyrs.”

As soon as he had uttered the word 
“Amen,” the offi  cers lit the fi re. Th e 
fl ame, forming the appearance of an 
arch, as the sail of a vessel fi lled with 
wind, surrounded, as with a wall, the 
body of the martyr; which was in the 
midst, not as burning fl esh, but as gold 
and silver refi ning in the furnace. 

We received also in our nostrils such 
a fragrance as proceeds from frankin-
cense or some other precious perfume. 
At length, when those wicked men 
perceived that his body could not be 
consumed by the fi re, they command-
ed an executioner to go near and pierce 
him through with a dagger. And on 
his doing this, there came forth a dove, 
and a great quantity of blood, so that 
the fi re was extinguished.

The Martyrdom of Polycarp
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Please pray for…
This couple from South African are living in a North African 
country. Please pray for them, and pray that each poppy in 
this land would one day represent a blood-bought child in the 
Father’s Kingdom.
“His son has paid the ransom to see them gloriously free. 
Please join us by standing in the gap to see it come to pass. 
Psalm 126:6: Let’s ask Him to make us ‘weepers’ so we can see 
the ‘reapers’ and rejoice together. Thank you for giving to the 
Lord.”
Please send us photos and brief details of friends and family serving in other 
nations so we can ask Prepare the Way readers to pray for them.

Church in 
Jericho set ablaze 

by Michael Ireland, ASSIST News 
Service 
A building housing an 
Evangelical Christian min-
istry in Jericho was recently 
torched by Arab neigh-
bours, apparently Muslims 
angered over the group’s 
religious activities in the 
ancient biblical city. 

The Living Bread Church, 
located in a Palestinian 
refugee camp on the edge of 

town, was deliberately set on 
fire in early June by neigh-
bours opposed to the minis-
try, burning 25 percent of the 
house after a church service 
and rendering the entire 
building unusable, according 
to a report from the Inter-
national Christian Embassy 
Jerusalem (ICEJ). 

Pastor Karen Dunham, 
who founded Living Bread 
three years ago, was upbeat 
regarding the latest in a series 
of attacks on her base of op-
erations, telling friends and 
supporters in an alert that 
“we are a church on fire.” 

The fire marked the third 
time the building has been 
set ablaze in the past three 
years. Dunham arrived in 
Jericho three years ago to 
start a local church and has 

seen dozens of Muslims con-
vert to Christianity despite 
the threats.

Episcopal church 
elects woman 
bishop

The choice of Nevada Bish-
op Katharine Jefferts Schori 
by bishops and delegates to 
the Episcopal General Con-
vention in Columbus, USA, 
makes her the first woman to 
lead any church in the global 
Anglican Communion. But 
her election to be presid-
ing bishop of the Episcopal 
Church in America com-
plicates relations among 
Episcopalians and with other 
Anglicans, which already 
are strained by the Episcopal 
Church’s 2003 confirmation 
of the openly homosexual 
Bishop Gene Robinson of 
New Hampshire.

Many of the world’s An-
glican archbishops believe 
Robinson’s consecration vio-
lated biblical teachings, and 

that women should not even 
be priests, much less bishops. 
Jefferts Schori, who voted for 
Robinson and has supported 
same-sex “blessing” ceremo-
nies, says she cannot stop 
conservatives who disagree 
with her from leaving the 
Episcopal Church. 

Thankful Iranians 
by Michael Ireland, ASSIST News 
Service 
Thousands of Christians 
have responded to a plea 
from the Iranian Church 
to join them in praying for 
Iran, and now believers in 
every continent and in doz-
ens of countries have joined 
a 40-day prayer and fasting 
campaign for Iran. 

Iranian Christians are very 
thankful for the response and 
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church leaders have posted 
the following joint state-
ment on the “Pray for Iran” 
website: “We cannot express 
how deeply encouraged and 
thankful Iranian Christians 
are that so many are standing 
with us in prayer. We believe 
the Lord will hear the cries 
of His people, so we urge 
everyone to carry on pray-
ing and spreading the word 
about this prayer eff ort. Let’s 
see millions pray for Iran and 
let us witness together how 
God can transform a nation,” 
according to a media release 
put out by Sam Yeghnazar, 
Executive Director, Elam 
Ministries, www.elam.com. 

Yeghnazar says the Iranian 
church believes the nation 
could be on the edge of a 
radical spiritual transforma-
tion. 

Calling All 
Nations to worship 
by Wolfgang Polzer, ASSIST News 
Service 
Just six days aft er the soccer 
world cup fi nal the Ol-
ympic Stadium in Berlin 
will see one of the biggest 
worship events in Germany. 
Approximately 3 000 
Christians are expected to 

fl ock to the stadium July 1 
to sing, pray and dedicate 
themselves to mission.

Th e event “Calling All 
Nations” was dreamed up by 
the English worship musician 
Noel Richards. He believes 
that the event will be a truly 
historic gathering. Almost 
exactly 70 years ago, in the 
summer of 1936, the Olym-
pic Games called the youth 
of the world to compete in 
Berlin, which was under Nazi 
rule. 

Today “we are calling the 
youth of the world and the 
young at heart to come and 
worship 
in this 
great and 
strategic 
city of 
Berlin,” 
writes 
Rich-
ards. 
Shortly 
aft er the 
soccer champions will be 
crowned, Christians will be 
declaring “that there is only 
one champion, only one King 
and his name is Jesus Christ.” 

“Calling All Nations” is a 
follow-up to a similar event 
in 1997 when almost �5 000 

people worshipped Jesus at 
Wembley Stadium in Lon-
don, England. Th e event in 
Berlin is supported by a coali-
tion of German evangelicals, 
mainly from charismatic 
and Pentecostal churches. 
For more information go to 
www.callingallnations.com 
Nepal no longer a 
Hindu kingdom

by Roxanne Anderson, Build 
International Ministries
Th e country of Nepal is no 
longer a Hindu nation. On 
Th ursday, May 18, 200, 
the only Hindu kingdom in 
the world was unanimously 
declared by its new govern-
ment to be a secular state.

It began with the country-
wide 19-day revolution by 
the Nepali people. At the 
end of that time, the king 
capitulated and reinstated 
the House of Representatives, 
which he had sacked over a 
year previously. 

Now the House of Repre-
sentatives, headed by its new 

Two more PtW days 
Aft er the successful inaugural event on 
April 30, we will be holding two more 
“Prepare � e  Way days” at our home 
church, Mount Zion, in Merrivale  – on 
August 2 and November 2. Th e purpose 
of these days is to begin to draw together 
a team who can become part of the prayer 
and practical support network of this 
ministry, and for us to keep you updated 
on what’s happening with the magazine. 

So, if you’re one of the “friends” of Prepare 
Th e Way, we’d love to see you there!

Prime Minister Girija Prasad 
Koirala, has made radical 
changes in the government 
of Nepal. Th e House of 
Representatives has passed 
a declaration changing the 
very name of the govern-
ment from “His Majesty’s 
Government” to “Nepal 
government” and the name 
of the army from “Royal 
Nepal Army” to the “Nepali 
Army.” Because Nepal is 
now a secular state, arrange-
ments are also being made to 
change the national anthem 
accordingly.

And this was the mes-
sage that came from Nepali 
Christians to the world in re-
sponse to the changes in their 
country: “Greetings from Ne-
pal! Yesterday the House of 
Representative declared some 
very important things which 
have brought a rejoicing in 
the lives of Nepali Chris-
tians. Many of you have been 
standing with us in prayer for 
many days, months and years. 
Th ank you, thank you, and 
a millions thanks! We the 
Nepali Christians are FREE 
to do our activities in the na-
tion now. We are so grateful 
to God. We welcome you all 
to join with us to celebrate 
this victory!”



Prepare the Way2�

My Dear Friend,
OUR way of making 
extraordinary Chris-
tian leaders is very dif-
ferent from God’s. We 
take a young Christian 
and educate him (or 
her), ordain him, and 
guide him through the 
commonly accepted 
stages of religious 
elevation – associate 
ministry, pastoring, 
speaking, writing, 
missions, ecclesiasti-
cal recognition, etc 
– to the enviable high 
ground of ministerial 
success and acclaim, 
from which, ideally, 
he infl uences many be-
lievers, churches, and 
nations. It is a relative-
ly pain- and humility-
free way of preparation 
and widely accepted as 
God’s own. But it isn’t 
God’s way.

God’s way of mak-
ing powerful leaders is 
His forge. A forge is a 
place where, by the wise handiwork of 
a master smith, repetitive exposure to 
burning heat, cruel blows, and shock-
ing cold transforms otherwise useless 
iron into useful instruments. 

Th e way of God’s forge is best seen 
in the exceptional life and training of 
Joseph. Knowing His people would 
soon face extraordinary adversity in 
Egypt, God set about preparing Joseph 
to lead them through that dark, diffi  -
cult hour (Psalm 105:16-23). Note how 
His training diff ers from ours.

We would have suggested that Joseph 
immediately be given wide favour 
and loyal support. But God ordained 
fi rst that he be “sold” – betrayed by 
his closest family members, and for 
money! We would have placed Joseph 
in a position of authority. But God im-
mediately made him “a servant” – he 
was taught to faithfully and submis-

sively serve a master. 
We would have sent many messengers 

to reassure and comfort him. But God 
ordained that he be “hurt” – wounded 
and forced to suff er unrelieved dis-
comfort and loneliness. 

We would have released him to 
travel widely and minister freely. But 
God ordered that he be “laid in iron” 
– fi rmly restrained in unjust captivity 
and forced to wait for God’s release. 
If we had allowed adversity, we would 
have mandated that it be very short. 
But God let His minister-in-training 
wait a long, long time – so Joseph’s 
faith in His “word” (dream of higher 
service) and his patience and endur-
ance could be fully tested, proven, 
and established. Th e Smith refused to 
release His work until it was fi nished, 
“until the time that his word came.”

But when His appointed “time” 
arrived, Joseph emerged an extraor-

dinary leader ready 
to help God’s people 
survive extraordinary 
adversity. God’s way 
wasn’t fun, but it was 
faithful; it did God’s 
work. And it was fruit-
ful. Very fruitful. 

Joseph’s ministries 
were marvellous and 
manifold:

He commanded, rul-
ing over all the servants 
in Pharaoh’s “house” 
(palace and kingdom). 

He controlled all 
Pharaoh’s substance, 
selling Egypt’s bread to 
increase her wealth. 

He judged, binding 
and loosing Egypt’s citi-
zens with rod-of-iron 
authority. 

He taught, instruct-
ing Pharaoh’s courtiers 
and priests with divine 
wisdom. 

He healed, mollifying 
the deep, self-infl icted, 
long-open wounds that 
tormented his brothers’ 

consciences. 
So, in time, all his bitter suff erings 

bore sweet fruit.
Have you, like Joseph, received a vi-

sion of honourable service with and fo       
r your Lord, and yet, found yourself 
sold out, hurt, restrained, and made to 
serve others? Perhaps God has hon-
oured you by placing you in His forge 
of extraordinary leaders. If so, follow 
Joseph’s example. Give the heavenly 
Smith extraordinary submission, trust, 
and obedience, and He will one day 
bring you forth an extraordinary “in-
strument for His work (Isaiah 5�:16).” 

When Jesus appears, may He fi nd 
us… 
Faithful in His Forge, Fruitful in His 
Service, 
Greg Hinnant
© Copyright: Gr eg Hinnan Minisr ies, 
www.GregHinnantMinistries.org
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