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A network of prayer

WE continue to be overwhelmed by all your support
and encouragement for Prepare the Way. We are also
aware at times of the carrying power of your prayers
for this ministry. Thank you!
We feel that the reach and effectiveness of Prepare
the Way needs to be extended into the establishment
of an international prayer network in order to pray
for urgent prayer needs in the Body of Christ. As we
unite in prayer, we believe we will see the Lord do
great things.
If you feel the call to be part of this intercessory
network, then please turn to Page 7 for details.
If you have urgent and pressing prayer needs, then
please e-mail them to us at: prayer@prepare.co.za

Subscribe... and save!

Enjoy the convenience of having every copy of Prepare the Way delivered to your
home – and save on the cover price, too!
For only R110,00 (including postage and packaging)
you will receive the next 12 issues
(Valid for SA only: all other areas R300 for 12 issues).
Please ﬁ ll out the form below and post it to:
Prepare the Way
Box 377
Merrivale 3291
Bank account details for internet transfers:
Prepare the Way, Standard Bank, Howick branch.
Branch code: 058-325 Account No: 05 244 9815

Your name….....................................................................................
Address……….….........……….…………………....…….……..….......
……………….…………......….................Postal code…………………
Phone Number….…………...........…………..…………………………
Name & address to which subscription must be posted (if diﬀerent to
above):
……………………....……………….........…………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………......……
……………………............................Postal code....….……...........
Enclosed, please ﬁnd my cheque/postal order for R110,00 to Prepare the Way

Bulk Orders

The most cost-eﬀective way of buying Prepare the Way is to order
in bulk (5 or more copies posted to one address) at only R6 per
magazine. Please contact us for more details
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When it is needed,
when it can be expected
by Charles Finney (paraphrased and
modernised)
Will You not Yourself revive us again, That
Your people may rejoice in You (Psalm
85:6)?”

WHEN is revival needed?

1. When there is a lack of brotherly
love among Christians, then a revival
is needed.
2. When there is dissension, and
jealousy, and evil speaking among
Christians, then there is great need of
a revival.
3. When there is a worldly spirit in
the church. When you see Christians
conform to the world in dress, trappings, parties and seeking worldly
amusements.
4. When the church ﬁnds its members
falling into gross and scandalous sins,
then it is time for the church to awake
and cry to God for revival.
5. When sinners are careless, stupid,
and sinking into hell unconcerned, it is
time the church should stir itself. It is as
much the duty of the church to awake,
as it is of the ﬁremen to awake when a
ﬁre breaks out in the night in a great
city. The fact is, Christians are more to
blame for not being revived than sinners are for not being converted.
6. If a minister ﬁnds he has lost the
conﬁdence of his people, and he ﬁnds
his brethren cold towards him, there is
only one way to remedy it. It is by being
revived himself, and pouring out from
his eyes and from his life the splendour
of the image of Christ. This spirit will
catch and spread in the church.

When can revival be
expected?

1. When God indicates that a revival
is at hand. The indications of God’s
Prepare the Way

divine intervention are sometimes so
plain. There is a chain of events that
open the way, a preparation of circumstances to favour a revival, so that those
who are looking out can see revival is
imminent.
2. When the wickedness of the wicked
grieves and humbles and distresses
Christians, when the conduct of the
wicked drives Christians to prayer,
and makes them sorrowful and tenderhearted.
3. A revival may be expected when
Christians have a spirit of prayer for
a revival. That is, when they pray as
if their hearts were set upon a revival.
Sometimes Christians are not engaged
in prayer for a revival; their minds are
on something else and not for a revival
among themselves.
4. A revival may be expected when
Christians begin to confess their sins
to one another. At other times, they
confess in a general manner. They
may do it in eloquent language, but it
doesn’t mean anything. But when there
is an honest pouring out of the heart in
confessioning their sins, the ﬂoodgates
will soon burst open, and salvation will
ﬂow over the place.
5. A revival may be expected whenever
Christians are found willing to make
the sacriﬁce necessary to carry it on.
They must be willing to sacriﬁce their
feelings, their business, their time, to
help forward the work. Ministers must
be willing to lay out their strength,
and to jeopardise their health and life.
They must be willing to oﬀend the
unrepentant, and perhaps oﬀend many
members of the church who will not
give themselves to the work.
I knew a minister who had a young
man labouring with him in a revival.

The young man preached plainly, and
the wicked did not like him. They said,
We like our minister, and we want him
to preach. They ﬁnally said so often
that the minister told the young man,
“Mr. Such-a-one, who gives so much
towards my support, says so and so. Mr.
A. says so, and Mr. B. says so. They
think it will break up the church if you
continue to preach, and I think you had
better not preach any more.” The young
man went away, but the Spirit of God
immediately withdrew from the place,
and the revival stopped.
6. A revival may be expected when
ministers and believers are willing to
have God promote it by what instruments he pleases. Sometimes ministers
are not willing to have a revival unless
they can have the management of it,
or unless they can be conspicuous in
promoting it.
I should say that when all these things
occur, a revival, to some extent, already
exists. In truth a revival should be expected whenever it is needed. Whenever the church needs reviving they ought
and may expect to be revived, and to
see sinners converted to Christ.
Brethren, you know whether you
need a revival in your church, and in
your city; and whether you are going
to have one or not. What do you say?
Do you need a revival? Do you expect
to have one?
You see why you have not a revival.
It is only because you do not want one.
Because you are not praying for it;
nor anxious for it, nor putting eﬀort
into it.
If God should ask you this moment:
“Do you want a revival?” would you
dare to say, Yes? “Are you willing
to make the sacrifices?” would you
answer, Yes? “When shall it begin?”
would you answer, Let it begin today
– let it begin here – let it begin in my
heart NOW? Would you dare to say
so to God, if you should hear his voice
today?
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What exactly is it you are after...

God’s
blessing,
or God’s
approval?

4

by Zac Poonen
THERE are two types of believers – those who seek only God’s
blessing and those who seek God’s approval; and there is a world of
diﬀerence between the two.
In Revelation 7:9-14, we read of a great multitude of believers – so
vast that they cannot even be numbered. Their testimony is that they
owe their salvation to their God (verse 10) and that their robes are
washed white in the blood of Christ (verse 14); or in other words,
that God has blessed them. This is good, no doubt. But it is a vastly
diﬀerent testimony from that of the group of believers mentioned in
Revelastion 14:1-5.
There we read of a small group that can be numbered. In fact they are
only 144 000 – a small number, when you consider that they have been
selected out of the billions of people who have lived on earth. Their
testimony is that they followed Christ totally on earth, no guile was
found in their mouth, and they kept themselves from being deﬁled by
“women” (that is, the women mentioned in Revelation 17 – Babylon
and her daughters). Or in other words, they pleased God.
Notice the contrast. The ﬁrst group received God’s blessings. The
second received God’s approval. We get what we seek. If we are satisﬁed with God’s blessing, then that is all
we will get. And if we are satisﬁed with
God’s material blessings alone, then we
will not even advance to getting His
spiritual blessings.
Most believers are satisﬁed with being
blessed by God – and that, too, mostly
in the material realm alone. That is why
Christian book stores are ﬂooded with
books on how one can be healed of one’s
sicknesses and become wealthy by tithing,
etc. The emphasis is on physical and material well-being – health and prosperity.
This is the clearest symptom of a selfcentred life. And yet, we read in God’s
word, that Jesus died in order that we
should no longer live for ourselves but
only for Him (2 Corinthians 5:15); or in
other words, not to please ourselves but
only Him.
Or to put it in yet another way, Jesus
died in order to deliver us from a selfcentred life, and to bring us into a Godcentred life.
One of the things that can puzzle us
these days is the way God blesses a lot
of Christian work that is so thoroughly
compromising in its character. Does this
mean that God is not disturbed by the
compromises and the deviations from
His word? No, it certainly does not mean
that. God blesses many ministries that
He cannot totally approve of.
Even when Moses disobeyed God’s
word and struck the rock (when God
had told him to speak to it), God still
“blessed” that disobedient ministry. In
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fact, two million people were blessed
through it. Yet God dealt with His
disobedient servant severely afterwards
(Numbers 20:8-13).
God blessed that ministry because He
loved those two million needy people,
and not because He approved of what
His servant did. It is even so today.
Many ministries are blessed because
God loves the needy people who need
salvation, healing, etc. But He certainly
does not approve of much that goes
on in the name of Jesus today. He will
certainly punish the compromising
preachers in due time.
The only condition to be fulﬁlled in
order to get God’s material blessing is
that one must be either good or evil!
For Jesus said that God sends sunshine
and rain on both the righteous and the
unrighteous (Matthew 5:45). Material
blessing is, therefore, no sign of God’s
approval on one’s life.
Two million Israelites disobeyed God
for 40 years in the wilderness – so
greatly that God was angry with them
(Hebrews 3:17). Yet God gave them
food and healing throughout all those
years – and that, too, miraculously
(Deuteronomy 8:2). Even miraculous
answers to prayer in the physical realm
are therefore no indication that God is
happy with a person’s life.
God’s approval, on the other hand,
rested on Jesus when He was 30 years
old, only because of one reason: Jesus
had faithfully overcome temptation
during all those years. He had lived a
life centred in His Father and not in
Himself.
He never did what pleased Himself
(Romans 15:3). At His baptism, the
Father testiﬁed, “This is My beloved
Son, in whom I am well pleased” and
not “This is My well-beloved Son
whom I have blessed.” The latter testimony would have meant nothing. It
was the former, indicating God’s approval, that meant everything for Jesus.
To follow Jesus is to seek for the same
testimony ourselves.
As children of Adam, we are all born
self-centred. We grow up expecting
everything to revolve around us and to
serve us. When we get converted, we
expect God also to serve us and bless
us in various ways. We come to Him
initially to be blessed with His forgiveness, and then go on to seek the blessing
of healing, answer to prayer, material
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prosperity, employment, housing, a
marriage partner, and so on.
But it is possible for our lives to still be
self-centred, even when we are deeply
“religious” in our own and other people’s eyes. God becomes just one more
person in our “orbit,” and we seek to
get what we can out of Him.
The prodigal son came back in order
to get food from his father; but the
father still received him. God receives
us even when our motives are utterly
selﬁsh. He loves us so much that He
longs to receive us even when we come
to Him with an obviously self-centred
motive.
His hope, however, is that we will
mature quickly to realise that true
spirituality is to partake of His own
nature, which is to give rather than to
receive. With the vast majority of His
children, however, God is never able to
realise that purpose. They live and die
in their self-centredness thinking only
of I, Me and Mine and of material and
physical blessings.

Not what we can get out Him,
but what He can get out of us...
To be mature is to have our mind
renewed so that it is no longer centred
on what we can get out of God, but
rather on what God can get out of us
in our one earthly life. This renewing of
our mind is what brings transformation
(Romans 12:2). This is what qualiﬁed
the 144 000 (in Revelation 14) to stand
with the Lamb on Mount Zion.
True spirituality is not just getting
victory over anger, irritability, lustful
thoughts, love of money, etc. It is to
cease living for oneself. It is to cease
seeking our own – our own gain, our
own comfort, our own convenience, our
own will, our own rights, our own honour and even our own “spirituality.”
When the disciples asked Jesus to
teach them to pray, He taught them
a prayer that does not contain the
words I, Me or Mine in it even once
(Luke 11:1-4). He taught us there to
be concerned ﬁrst about the Father’s
name, kingdom and will, and then to
be concerned as much about our fellow
believers (their material and spiritual
welfare) as about ourselves (us, us, us
and not me, me, me).
It is easy to learn that prayer by heart
and to repeat it like a parrot. But to

learn that lesson in our heart requires
that we truly forsake all and put God
in the centre of our heart. The law
that we will ﬁnd most frequently in
our members (Romans 7:22), if we are
honest in judging ourselves, will be the
law of selﬁshness, the lust to seek our
own convenience and our own rights
all through life.
Jesus taught us to seek the kingdom
of God ﬁrst – that is to dethrone “Self ”
and to put God and His interests in
the centre of our life. Jesus gave up the
comfort of heaven in order to do His
Father’s will on earth. Paul gave up the
comfort of being a Christian businessman living luxuriously in Tarsus, in
order to be an apostle facing hardships
for the Lord.
Every one of the apostles lived that
sacriﬁcial God-centred life. They gave
their all for the promotion of God’s
kingdom on earth, unlike many of
today’s “tourist preachers.”
A holiness that still leaves us seeking
our own comfort and convenience is a
false holiness – even if we have overcome anger and dirty thoughts. This is
what many have not realised; and hence
satan has been able to deceive them.
Many Christians travel or migrate
to diﬀerent countries seeking conveniences and comfort and wealth. They
can still have God’s blessings upon
their lives, but not God’s approval
– for no one can serve both God and
mammon (that is, wealth, pleasure,
comfort, etc.).
If we think that God’s blessing on our
lives and on our children is an indication that He is also happy with us, then
satan has truly deceived us.
God’s blessing and God’s approval
are two totally diﬀerent things. At the
end of our earthly lives, the testimony
that we have should be the testimony
that Enoch had before he left the earth:
“He pleased God (Hebrews 11:5).”
Only three words – but no one can
have a more powerful testimony to his
earthly life.
This is the testimony that Jesus and
Paul had. To merely have a testimony
that “He was blessed by God” is worth
nothing, for millions of unbelievers,
too, can have that testimony.
God looks for those who will seek His
approval, and not just His blessing.
Copyright: Zac Poonen. Webpages: http://
poonen/org/zac and www.cfcindia.com
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Looking for leaders
by Helen Gardiner
SPIRITUALLY sensitive discerners
of the times, within the Church, have
for some time been picking up the
stirrings of climax and fulfilment,
for the present-day earthly Church
of Jesus Christ. Leaders have been
aware of their Moses/Joshua role to
help take the people into fullness of
maturity and Christ-likeness (Ephesians 4:11-16) and also fullness of
destiny (Isaiah 60 and 61). Many are
believing God for a ﬁnal mighty outpouring of the Holy Spirit in gracious
revival – before judgement.
God is just doing so much to utterly
save and sanctify, and prepare the Bride
of this generation. He is also raising up
leaders who can be entrusted with an
outpouring of the Holy Spirit, without
measure.
Leaders and vessels of honour are having to learn (sometimes the hard way)
that they have to be utterly consecrated
and set apart, and obedient 100 percent
to His speciﬁc instructions.
A worship leader and prophetic
psalmist, with whom I am well ac-

6

He can trust

quainted, shared with me a personal
experience. She was approached by a
former music pupil and a local school
teacher to help them to work on the
music of a middle-of-the-road secular
pop group. My friend, God’s vessel,
hesitated and was reluctant. Then a
little voice spoke in her head, “Oh, you
are just being religious – you can and
must help them.”
So they went to her home. She has
two keyboards. They went to use the
ﬁrst one, a top-of-the-range model, and
it malfunctioned totally. So they tried
the smaller, more basic model – and
it blew up! The upshot and result was
three shocked people. My friend was
heart-wrenchingly repentant.
Here is another recent personal account, indicative of God’s workings
and dealings in these days:
“I was just emerging from a very
great spiritual battle and victory in the
Lord. He was so especially close to me.

I was preparing for a small meeting I
needed to oversee, and the Lord gave
me something to share. As I considered
the detail of what precisely I should say,
the Lord told me what to say, and He
also told me what not to say (omission
of detail which would bring a little
personal glory).
“I am sad to say, I ended up sharing
what He had instructed me to keep to
myself. His judgement fell, and His
presence went from the meeting.
“I was so mortiﬁed – not because the
meeting was a disaster, but because I
had hurt Him and been disobedient.
“I couldn’t wait to get before Him in
repentance. I prayed like never before,
from my heart, the ﬁrst part of Psalm
51. It was the restoration of His presence I longed for. Frankly, I could not
have cared if I was never used again to
minister anything. Finally, my repentant tears were spent.
“I expected my Lord to send me
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to Coventry and give me the cold
shoulder for some time, hopefully not
forever. That night, I got into bed, and
as I closed my eyes, I felt the warmth
of His loving and forgiving presence
– humbled and joyful I wept even more,
resolving deep within, never again to
be disobedient.”
In reﬂecting on such episodes, the
Lord took me to the account of Moses’
error at Kadesh in Numbers 20:7-12:
“Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying,
‘Take the rod; you and your brother Aaron,
gather the congregation together. Speak to
the rock before their eyes, and it will yield
its water; thus you shall bring water for
them out of the rock, and give drink to the
congregation and their animals.’ So Moses
took the rod from before the Lord as He
commanded him. And Moses and Aaron
gathered the assembly together before the
rock, and he said to them, ‘Hear now, you
rebels! Must we bring water for you out
of this rock?’
“Then Moses lifted his hand and struck
the rock twice with his rod; and water
came out abundantly, and the congregation
and their animals drank. Then the Lord
spoke to Moses and Aaron, ‘Because you
did not believe Me, to hallow Me in the
eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you
shall not bring this assembly into the land
which I have given them.’”
From the passage above, I felt the
Lord was wanting leaders to glean, to
hear and heed the following:
Firstly, do not allow the people you
are leading or overseeing drive you
into frustration and ﬂeshly anger. Your
anger does not produce the righteousness of God (James 1:20). Anger also
produces a lack of self-control, a loose
tongue and words that will later be
regretted.
Secondly, be obedient to the speciﬁc
instructions of the Holy Spirit, to the
last detail. Do not seek to hallow yourself in the sight of the people; do not
try to share or take for yourself God’s
glory.
Leaders thoroughly purged of such
inner iniquitous urgings, He can trust
with the torrent of Holy Spirit power,
in full measure.
Recently, I was dipping into the book,
The Gentle Breeze of Jesus, a sequel to
Like A Mighty Wind, written by Mel
and Nona Tari, about the revival in
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Indonesia. I came across the following
words, written by Nona Tari in the
preface to the book:
“Indonesian Christians do not talk
about miracles – except to the person
they consider their spiritual advisor. An
example of this occurred in January of
1973. Shortly after New Year’s day the
Lord once again changed water to wine
for a Communion service. Eight hundred people participated. But nobody
talked about the miracle the Lord had
just performed…
“When a stranger questions the team
members, they are very hesitant to talk

about the wonderful things they’ve
seen God do. For one thing, they are
shy and ﬁnd it diﬃcult to talk about
personal matters with someone they do
not yet know and trust. The Indonesian
Christians also have a fear of robbing
God of some of this glory by setting the
persons He has used on a pedestal...
“I believe God has been able to do
so many astounding things in Timor
because the people do not talk about
His miracles. There is always a danger
that Christians will take their eyes oﬀ
the Lord and instead fasten them on
what He does.”

Introducing the
Prepare
the Way
prayer
network

“Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on earth about anything that they may ask, it shall be done for them by My Father
who is in heaven .”
(Matthew 18:19)

AS part of the ministry of Prepare the Way, we are in the process of establishing
an international prayer network, so that urgent prayers needs can be sent out
to as many believers as possible in the shortest time possible.

If you would like to be part of this network, please e-mail us at
prayer@prepare.co.za and simply ask to be included in the prayer
network. Your e-mail address will, obviously, be kept completely
conﬁdential and will not be visible to other members of the network.
E-mails with prayer needs will be sent out as and when the need arises,
and depending on the urgency of the requests.
If you have an urgent prayer need please e-mail us at the same e-mail
address, giving as much, or as little information as you like. E-mails
can be completely anonymous, simple initials can be used or, if there
is no need for conﬁdentiality, then more comprehensive details can
be given. Your e-mail address will not be sent to people in the prayer
network, only the prayer request details.
Let’s be ready to be amazed at what God can and will do through
this network in the years to come!

prayer@prepare.co.za
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The
slippery
slope

to compromise...

by Peter Pollock
COMPROMISE might well be a key
element in diplomacy, politics and
human relationships but in God’s
eyes, compromise is unacceptable!
Holiness is, in fact, separation unto
God.
And it doesn’t matter how much
we debate the issue or rationalise and
liberalise in our views, worldliness and
godlessness are just not acceptable. In
fact, they are inseparably linked in their
constant and eﬀective onslaught on
Christian witness and testimony. You
just can’t link arms with the “world”
and its values. Dire consequences are
as sure as tomorrow’s sunrise!
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In the days of Joshua, land was apportioned but because the Israelites
did not drive out the local inhabitants
“completely,” they suﬀered for being
unequally yoked. God was just underlining that the world and its ways
provides a constant threat to our relationship with Him. It’s just too easy to
become assimilated and inﬂuenced by
satan, the god of this age.
We see much the same with the many
kings of Israel and Judah. Forty-plus of
them reigned and ruled between Saul
and the ﬁnal banishment, exile and
captivity. These kings didn’t exactly
cover themselves with glory – except
for about half a dozen notable excep-

tions. But even those who did well,
battled with one major obstacle, namely
removing those dreaded “high places!”
And, sadly, it is still those self-same
“high places” that eat away at the establishment of God’s kingdom in our
lives.
Perhaps the most challenging example was King Solomon. If the modern
world was looking for a biblical hero,
surely we would not need to go beyond
the richest and wisest man ever!
We do live in a world of heroes.
Whether it’s politics, sport, business
or even family life, we are constantly
searching for these role models and
then we take them and idolise them.
They might have succeeded in one
area but we then make them experts
in other ﬁelds, like taking a top golfer
and having him give some ﬁnancial advice, or some tips on personal hygiene!
Testimony advertising works. Yes, take
some famous personality and have him
brandish your product and the masses
will buy it.
We are hero-worshippers. Of course,
we don’t like to be told that we are not
“independent” thinkers and our “own”
man or woman, but the truth is that we
are so easily brain-washed by the media
and the spin-doctors.
Unfortunately the same thing happens in Christianity where we see the
unhealthy worship of men and their
ministries, and this leads to all sorts of
disunity and disarray not to mention a
whole lot of cults and sects. To me it all
smacks rather of a type of “anti-Christ
conditioning” – getting us lined up to
seek our spiritual solutions from man
or man’s systems.
Granted, God does work through
man and his systems, but ﬁnally it is
Jesus Christ, not man, who should be
the only hero! Anyway, it is for sure that
the world we live in is obsessed by two
things – money and wisdom. Solomon
had both. You can’t ask for more than
that. What a natural hero!
But lets take a closer look at the life
of Solomon. He couldn’t have started
better. What a fantastic CV. His father
was David, much loved of God. David
had a heart after God, says the Bible,
and he was much blessed as a leader
of men.
Solomon’s mother was Bathsheba who
was obviously a very beautiful woman.
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There was much notoriety surrounding
the early days of this relationship, but
after much pain and soul-searching,
Solomon was born to be a king. Indeed,
he was chosen and anointed and three
times God actually spoke to him, conﬁrming his special status.
David had wanted to build God a
temple but God had set this task aside
for Solomon. David’s problem was that
there was too much blood on his hands
and you just can’t build the temple of
God with blood on your hands, even if
you are David! So this was Solomon’s
special ministry.
And the young king further endeared
himself by asking for wisdom, not
power and riches, as he prayerfully
communicated his desire to be a worthy king. Everything was in place.
Certainly everything was lined up for
Solomon to be the greatest king of all
time.

A chasing after wind
But something happened. In the book
of Ecclesiastes, mighty King Solomon
looks back at his life. Vanity! Meaningless! A chasing after the wind! These
were some of the exasperations of the
man who had the money and means
to do everything and the wisdom, in
retrospect, to see it all in true context.
Where had he gone oﬀ the rails? The
answer, very simply, was with those
high places! And these high places
were not necessarily the religious ones!
Solomon “gained” the world and “lost”
God.
The ﬁrst indication of something going amiss, his values going astray, was
that it took him seven years to build the
temple but 13 years to build his palace.
Double the time on his own comfort!
Granted, he had acquired himself some
1 000 wives and concubines and they
all needed to be luxuriously accommodated, but things had already got
out of kilter.
With all his business interests he obviously got busier and busier and had less
and less time for God. He would have
rationalised his position and argued
that he was fulﬁlling his duties but he
was only fooling himself. His wisdom
was making an impact. His judgments
and observations were the talk of the
town. People were queuing to hear him
in court as he solved one problem after
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the other.
Just imagine when those two prostitutes came in arguing about whose
child had not been smothered. The
King suggested they get a sword, cut
the live baby in half and give each
mother half. What brilliance, as the
real mother was exposed. Imagine the
newspaper headlines! Imagine the talk
at the cocktail parties!
There must have been times when
Solomon uttered something and then
afterwards, as he thought about it, he
would perhaps have been shattered
by the brilliance or genius that had
left his lips. Initially he might have
acknowledged God as the author, but
being human he would have started to
take some of this wisdom for granted
and, tragically, to his own account. A
slippery slope indeed!
The Queen of Sheba travelled many
miles to hear his brilliance and then
told him that, though his reputation
had gone before him and she had heard
so much about him, he was even greater
in person. All this type of ﬂattery and
ear-tickling input can only have dire
consequences.
He would have started to believe in his
own invincibility. His word would have
become law; right would have been
synonymous with his will and wrong
would have been anything contrary
to his wishes. Of course his numerous
wives were a problem because he had
to accommodate their various religions.
But the “high places” did extend beyond religion!

Caught in the system
More dangerous is the very subtle and
deceptive way we get caught up in the
world’s value system, and how easily we
can be waylaid down the road of own
fulﬁlment and self-aggrandisement.
Way back, the prophet Samuel had
been delivered a low blow when the
people asked for a king. Samuel had
done a good job but his sons had let the
ministry down. More importantly, the
Israelites wanted to be like the other
nations. They wanted a King. Samuel
was distraught but God eased his disappointment by assuring that it was
not him (Samuel) they were rejecting,
but Him!
It’s interesting that in Deuteronomy
17, Moses talks prophetically about the

future and kings and he says speciﬁcally
that kings should not have too much
money, too many wives and import
horses from Egypt. That was Solomon’s
hobby! Indeed, 400 years in advance
Moses was talking very specifically
about Solomon because his story and
testimony is a key example and lesson
for us all.

If it happened to him,
it can happen to us
Solomon got caught up in the world.
Despite a very ﬁrm foundation that
had been laid in his life, family-wise
and spiritually, Solomon became easy
prey for the world. Through his own
weaknesses and – even more alarmingly – his strengths, he took a mighty
tumble. If it could have happened to
mighty Solomon it can so easily happen
to you and me.
An interesting indicator is that Solomon, writer of the large majority of
the proverbs, was also the author of
Ecclesiastes. The one was authored in
the youth and fullness of his early relationship with God, and it is brimful of
insight and encouragement; the other
was penned in his sometimes despairing twilight years when the ravages of
worldly compromise had eaten away
much of that early ﬁrst love, had doused
that get-up-and-go vigour and had diluted that abiding conviction that is the
hallmark of God’s great servants.
Solomon, in his latter days, watched
God raise enemies against him. Yes, it
wasn’t the devil; it was God! Solomon’s
heir saw the once mighty kingdom collapse, with only Judah remaining, and
that, incidentally, only because God
had made a promise to David.
The Bible tells us that as Solomon
grew old “his heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God, as the heart of
his father David had been. Solomon did
evil in the eyes of the Lord, he did not
follow the Lord COMPLETELY.”
He had done much good work. Said
some beautiful prayers. Had contributed on just about every level. But, he
had compromised himself. In Ecclesiastes Solomon concludes that there is
only one duty for man – to fear God
and keep his commandments. This is a
testimony that should not go unheard
or unheeded!
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frozen ground at night, wrapped in
a bear’s skin, and spitting blood, and
crying to God to save the Indians. God
heard him, and converted and sanctiﬁed those quarrelsome, drunken beings
by the scores and hundreds.
The night before Jonathan Edwards
preached the wonderful sermon that
started the revival which convulsed
New England, he and some others
spent the night in prayer.
A young man named Livingstone, in
Scotland, was appointed to preach at
one of the great assemblies. Feeling his
own utter weakness, he spent the night
in prayer, and next day preached a sermon, and 500 people were converted.
Glory to God! Oh, my Lord, raise up
some praying people!

by Samuel L. Brengle
“The eﬀective prayer of a righteous man
can accomplish much (James 5:16).”
ALL great soul-winners have been
men of much and mighty prayer, and
all great revivals have been preceded
and carried out by persevering, prevailing knee-work in the closet. Before Jesus began His ministry, when
great multitudes followed Him, He
spent 40 days and nights in secret
prayer and fasting (Matthew 4:111).
Paul prayed without ceasing. Day and
night his prayers and pleadings and
intercessions went up to God (Acts
16:25; Philippians 1:3-11; Colossians
1:3,9-11).
The Pentecostal baptism of the Spirit
and the 3 000 conversions in one day
were preceded by 10 days of prayer
and praise and heart-searching and
Bible-searching. And they continued
in prayer until, on another day, 5 000
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were converted, and “a great company
of the priests became obedient to the
faith (Acts 2:4-6; 4:4; 6:4-7).”
Luther used to pray three hours a day,
and he broke the spell of ages and set
captive nations free.
John Knox used to spend nights in
prayer, and cry to God, saying, “Give
me Scotland, or I die!” and God gave
him Scotland.
Baxter stained the walls of his study
with praying breath, and sent a tide of
salvation through all the land.
Over and over again, Mr Wesley in his
Journals – which, for lively interest, are
next to the Acts of the Apostles – tells
us of half and whole nights of prayer,
in which God drew near and blessed
people beyond expectation, and then he
and his helpers were empowered to rescue England from paganism and send a
revival of pure, aggressive Christianity
throughout the whole earth.
David Brainerd used to lie on the

Mr Finney used to pray till whole
communities were put under the spell
of the Spirit of God and men could
not resist the mighty inf luence. At
one time, he was so prostrated by his
labours that his friends sent him on a
voyage of rest to the Mediterranean
Sea. But he was so intent upon the
salvation of men that he could not
rest, and, on his return, he got into an
agony of soul for the evangelisation of
the world. At last, the earnestness and
agony of his soul became so great that
he prayed all day, till in the evening he
got a restful assurance that God would
carry on the work.
On reaching New York, he delivered
his “Revival Lectures,” which were
published at home and abroad, and
resulted in revivals all over the world.
Then his writings fell into the hands of
Catherine Booth and mightily inﬂuenced her, so that the Salvation Army
was, in part, God’s answer to that man’s
agonising, pleading, prevailing prayer
that God would glorify His own name
and save the world.
There was a young evangelist in
America who was saved from Roman
Catholicism. Everywhere he went a
“revival tornado” struck the place and
hundreds of people were converted. I
wondered wherein lay the secret of his
power; till a lady at whose house he
stopped said he prayed all the time. She
could hardly get him to his meals from
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his mighty wrestlings with God.
I was one day talking with Dr Cullis,
of Boston, that man of simple, wonderworking faith. He was showing me
some photographs, and among them
was one of Bramwell Booth, the Chief
of the Staﬀ of the Salvation Army.
“There,” said the doctor, “that man
leads the mightiest holiness meetings in all England.” He then told
me about those famous Whitechapel
meetings. When I went to England, I
determined, if possible, to ﬁnd out the
secret of them.
“For one thing,” said an oﬃcer, “Mr
Bramwell used to conduct young men’s
meetings at headquarters at that time,
and he used to ask each saved young
fellow to spend ﬁve minutes alone with
God every day, wherever they could
get it, praying for those Friday night
meetings. One, who is a Brigadier
now and was then employed in a large
warehouse, had to squeeze himself into
a great wicker packing case to get a
chance to pray for ﬁve minutes.”
God has not changed. He waits to do
the will of praying men.
Mr Finney tells of a church in which
there was a continuous revival for 13
years. At last the revival stopped, and
everybody feared and questioned why,
till one day a tearful man arose and told
how for 13 years he had prayed every
Saturday night till after midnight for
God to glorify Himself and save the
people. But two weeks before, he had
stopped this praying, and then the revival had stopped. If God will answer
prayer like that, what a tremendous
responsibility rests on us all to pray!

Oh, for a holy soldier in every town
and a believing member in every
church, who would spend half of every
Saturday night in prayer! Here is work
for people who cannot go into Christian work because of insurmountable
diﬃculties. You can do some needed
knee-work.
But let no one imagine that this is
easy work. It is diﬃcult and amounts
sometimes to an agony, but it will turn
to an agony of joy in union and fellowship with Jesus. How Jesus prayed!
William Bramwell, who used to see
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hundreds of people converted and sanctiﬁed everywhere he went, prayed six
hours a day, and yet he said he always
went to secret prayer reluctantly. He
had to pull himself up to it. And after
he began to pray, he would often have
dry seasons, but he persevered in faith,
and the heavens would open, and he
would wrestle with God until the victory came. Then, when he preached,
the clouds would break and rain down
blessings on the people.

One man asked another the reason
why Mr Bramwell was able to say such
new and wonderful things that brought
blessings to so many people. “Because
he lives so near the Throne that God
tells him His secrets, and then he tells
them to us,” said the other.
John Smith, whose life, William
Booth once told me, had been a marvellous inspiration to him, like Bramwell,
always spent much time in prayer. He
always found it hard to begin, and then
got so blessed that it was hard to stop.
Everywhere he went, mighty revival
waves went also with him.
This reluctance to secret prayer may
arise from one or more of several
causes:
1. From wicked spirits. I imagine the
devil does not care much to see the
majority of cold-hearted people on their
knees in public, for he knows they do
it simply because it is proper and the
fashion. But he hates to see one on his
knees in secret, for that man means
business, and, if he perseveres in faith,
is bound to move God and all Heaven
in the interests he represents. So the
devils oppose that man.
2. From the sluggishness of the body
and mind, caused by sickness, loss of
sleep, too much sleep, or overeating,
which unduly taxes the digestive organs
and dulls all the higher and nobler
powers of the soul.
3. From a failure to respond quickly
when we feel led by the Spirit to go to
secret prayer. If, when we feel we should
pray, we hesitate longer than is necessary and continue reading or talking
when we could just as well be praying,
the spirit of prayer will be quenched.
We should cultivate gladness at the

thought of getting alone with Jesus in
secret communion and prayer, as much
as lovers expect pleasure and joy in each
other’s company.
We should promptly respond to the
inward call to prayer. “Resist the devil
and he will ﬂee from you,” and, “Keep
our bodies under, lest after having
preached to others we ourselves should
be castaways.”
Jesus said, “Men ought always to pray,
and not faint (Luke 18:1);” and Paul
said, “Pray without ceasing (1 Thessalonians 5:17).”
One reckless, praying, believing man
can get the victory for a whole city or
nation sometimes. Elijah did on Mount
Carmel. Moses did for backsliding
Israel; Daniel did in Babylon. But if
a number of people can be led to pray
in this way, the victory will be all the
more sweeping.
Let no one imagine, in a wicked heart
of unbelief, that God is grudging and
unwilling to answer prayer. He is more
willing to answer those whose hearts
are right with Him than parents are to
give bread to their children.
When Abraham prayed for Sodom,
God answered till Abraham stopped
asking (Genesis 18:22-33). And is He
not often angry with us because we ask
so timidly, and for such small blessings,
just as the prophet Elisha was angry
with the king who smote but three
times when he should have smitten ﬁve
or six times (2 Kings 13:18-19)?
Let us come boldly to the Throne of
Grace and ask largely, that our joy may
be full (Hebrews 4:16)!

PtW on the web

Our website is now up
and running (with some
bits still to be added).
Check it out at:

www.prepare.co.za
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A Kingdom Manifesto

by Chip Brogden
“And seeing the multitudes, Jesus went
up on a mountain, and when He was
seated, His disciples came to Him. Then
He opened His mouth and taught them,
saying (Mathew 5:1&2)…”
THE Sermon on the Mount, as it is
commonly known, begins with what
some people refer to as The Beatitudes: “Blessed are...” What follows
is a kind of Kingdom Manifesto, some
foundational truths that will help us
to better understand what life is like
in this Kingdom of God.
The Scriptures clearly teach that the
saints will rule and reign with Christ,
yet nowhere in the Bible do we ﬁnd
instructions on how to rule the nations
or how to conquer the world. We ﬁnd
out instead how a disciple is to rule his
own heart and conquer his own natural
instinct by denying Self and taking up
the Cross daily to follow Him. Only
then will it be possible to sit with Christ
in His throne and rule the nations
(Revelation 3:21).
Although it will cover the earth, this
Kingdom does not begin with global
domination. It begins inwardly, invisibly, and secretly within the hearts and
minds of individual disciples. Jesus will
not move at once to seize the world.
Instead, He will train men and women
to function in His Kingdom as kings
and priests. He is involving them in
the process, preparing them, taking
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them out of the world one by one, and
transforming them into His likeness
over the process of time.
Where does it all begin? It begins with
the heart-attitude of a king-in-training,
the mindset of an apprenticed disciple.
It is a training programme designed
to produce a diﬀerent sort of king and
priest, quite a contrast to the “kings
of this world,” and like all Kingdom
conundrums, it reveals how diﬀerently
Heaven operates from Earth.
Let us look at each characteristic individually and then ask: how far along
are we in our Kingdom training?

1

SPIRITUAL
POVERTY: THE
DECREASE OF SELF

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs
is the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew
5:3).”
This spiritual poverty is the result
of recognising that apart from Him
we can do nothing. It is a willingness
to be broken and reduced to spiritual
bankruptcy, which implies not only
losing everything we once enjoyed but
also making a fresh start with a clean
slate and all our debts erased. It is the
second universal spiritual principle,
which states: “I must decrease (John
3:30b).”
This decreasing, or as I like to say,
this reducing to Christ, is the first
requirement. If we are unwilling to be

emptied then we cannot have the riches of
the Kingdom of Heaven. We will be like
the Laodicean church, who said they were
“rich and increased with goods and have
need of nothing” yet in God’s sight they
were poor, blind, naked, and miserable
(Revelation 3:17).
So the Kingdom belongs to those who
readily admit right from the beginning
that “a man can have nothing unless he
receives it from heaven (John 3:27).”

2

REPENTANCE:
GODLY SORROW

3

MEEKNESS: THE
ABSENCE OF SELF

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall
be comforted (Matthew 5:4).”
What are they mourning over? One
deﬁnition says this kind of mourning
means to grieve over your own sins and
the sins of others. This godly sorrow
leads to repentance and a desire to see
others brought into a right relationship
with God.
Those who cry out in anguish over the
evil they see taking place around them
are the ones God is looking for as potential kings and priests in His Kingdom.
A person who mourns is a person who
sees and a person who cares. They will
be comforted, and they will be able to
comfort others with the same comfort
they have received.

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit
the earth (Matthew 5:5).”
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The idea of the meek inheriting the
earth is found throughout the Book of
Psalms. When someone is poor in spirit
and mourns over his own sins and the
sins of others, pride and arrogance are
eliminated. A person who knows he is no
better than the rest will not be easily lifted
up above his brothers and sisters.
But this meekness does not imply lack of
power, or spineless passivity. It is power,
but it is power under the control of love
and without the poison of self-interest
and self-seeking. To have power, and
to use that power only for the good and
well-being of others, is meekness. Jesus
perfectly demonstrates how power that
operates through meekness cannot be
quenched, whereas temporal power and
people who play politics always come to
a bad end.
There is no room in His Kingdom for
the politics of man and all the ﬂeshly manipulation and abuse of power of position
that inevitably accompanies it. Instead,
those who will inherit the earth will be
broken people, meek people, people who
can be trusted to inherit the earth without
ruining it. This is an altogether diﬀerent
kind of government, the likes of which
we have never seen.

4

INSATIABLE
DESIRE FOR THE
UNIVERSAL RULE OF
CHRIST

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for
righteousness, for they shall be ﬁlled (Matthew 5:6).”
To hunger and thirst for righteousness
is to have an insatiable desire and drive
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to see this Kingdom established, and
to see Jesus having the manifest preeminence over all things. There is only
one way for this hunger and thirst for
righteousness to be quenched, and that
is for Christ to rule and reign over the
earth, for “a sceptre of righteousness is
the sceptre of Your Kingdom (Hebrews
1:8).”
The idea of the Kingdom being inescapably linked to righteousness is
introduced later by Jesus, Who says
we are to “seek ﬁrst the Kingdom of
God and His Righteousness (Matthew
6:33).” Only those who are hungry and
thirsty for it will seek it.
To hunger and thirst for righteousness
it is to look forward to the promise of
new heavens and a new earth (2 Peter
3:13): to long for it, to desire it, to pine
for it, to seek it, to prepare for it and to
keep praying for it until it arrives.
It implies that we are not content with
things just the way they are, and we are
not satisﬁed to just let things go along
as they always have. We hate sin, we
hate the aﬀects of sin upon this earth,
and we mourn the consequences of
man’s inhumanity to man and rebellion
towards God; but we have hope for a
better day, a better life, a better world
where Righteousness Himself is living
among us.
Until such time, we are hungry and
thirsty for more of what we have only
just begun to taste.

5

DEMONSTRATING
THE MERCY OF
GOD: FORGIVENESS

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall

obtain mercy (Matthew 5:7).”
God is “rich in mercy (Ephesians
2:4).” Entry into His Kingdom is established upon the principles of grace,
mercy, and forgiveness. To live in His
Kingdom is to experience the grace,
mercy, and forgiveness of God on a
daily basis.
The nature of the Kingdom reﬂects
the character of its King. If this is so,
how can we claim to be representatives
of this Kingdom of Love and refuse
to forgive as freely as we have been
forgiven? If we have been forgiven by
God then we have an obligation to
forgive others – not for their sake, not
for our sake, but for the sake of the
Kingdom.
It would be inconceivable to claim
to be a king and priest of a Kingdom
based on forgiveness of sins and, at the
same time, allow unforgiveness and
bitterness to remain in our personal
life. It will be diﬃcult for people to
believe God can forgive them if His
own people are unable or unwilling to
forgive one another.
A brother who struggled to forgive
ﬁnally came to the understanding that
his actions were not accurately reﬂecting the Kingdom and the King he
claimed to represent. When he came to
this knowledge he was able to release
those who had hurt him in the past and
show them mercy. Experiencing a new
freedom and release, he wrote:
Now I know where the joy of our salvation comes from. It comes from the
knowledge that God is not holding my
sins against me, and I am not holding
anyone else’s sins against them. This is a
13
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Continued from previous page

small taste of what it means to live in a
Kingdom where everything is fresh, where
His mercies are new each morning.
According to Vines, “Mercy is the
outward manifestation of pity; it assumes need on the part of him who
receives it, and resources adequate to
meet the need on the part of him who
shows it.”
Ideally, forgiveness is based on repentance; but whether or not a person
repents and asks for forgiveness, they
are still in need of mercy (even if they
do not deserve it). If nothing else, we
can pray that a merciful God will open
their eyes and show them their true
condition.
The question is not whether or not
someone deserves mercy, but whether
or not they need mercy, and whether or
not my spiritual life is rich enough to
extend it to them.

6

HEART-DEVOTION
TO THE ONE
THING THAT IS
NEEDED

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they
will see God (Matthew 5:8).”
A pure heart is an undivided, undistracted heart that is devoted to one
thing. It is the heart of Mary, who sat
at the feet of Jesus and heard His Word,
even while Martha was demanding her
to come and help in the kitchen.
Jesus said Mar y had discovered
the One Thing that is needed (Luke
10:42).
Singleness of purpose and purity of
heart are required of kings and priests.
This is why satan desires to lead us
astray from the simplicity of Christ
(2 Corinthians 11:3). The opposite
of simplicity is complexity, and when
a disciple forsakes the One Thing to
14

follow “another Gospel” then they are
not ready to be a king and priest in a
Kingdom where Christ receives all the
attention. The pure in heart will see
God, and others can see God reﬂected
through that purity and simplicity.

7

AGENTS OF GRACE
AND PEACE

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
will be called the sons of God (Matthew
5:9).”
Notice the difference between a
peacemaker and a peacekeeper. A
peacekeeper is charged with enforcing
the law and punishing those who break
it. This has been the usual and customary duty of religion for centuries, but it
is beyond the scope of kings and priests
in the Kingdom of God. Thankfully,
we are not called to keep the peace, or
enforce the law – the King of Kings has
that responsibility.
Peacemakers are simply agents of
grace, showing people the way to the
Prince of Peace. Peacemakers are ambassadors sent to represent the King
and His Kingdom. What is the message? It is the message of reconciliation,
the message that all is forgiven, the
message of hope, and love, and grace,
and a thousand other good things (see
2 Corinthians 5:17-21).
It is the most awe-inspiring mission a
human being could ever have: to represent Heaven in the midst of Hell; Light
in the midst of Darkness; Liberty in the
midst of Bondage; to proclaim the preeminence and Lordship of Jesus when
we do not yet see all thing submitted
to Him (Hebrews 2:8).
And to do all this in a way that does
not drive people away or turn them oﬀ,
but causes them to fall in love with Him
and make their peace with Him – not
through forced submission, manipulation, or fear – but willingly, gladly.

HURT, BRUISED,
AND PERSECUTED

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven (Matthew 5:10).”
It seems hardly fair that a king and
priest in this wonderful Kingdom of
God should suffer at all for simply
carrying out the Will of their King
and faithfully representing His Kingdom. Yet we must remember that the
King of Kings Himself was despised,
rejected, and cruciﬁed; so it follows
that “all those who will live godly in
Christ Jesus will suﬀer persecution (2
Timothy 3:12).”
Persecution should come as no surprise
to those who seek ﬁrst the Kingdom
of God, because that kind of singlehearted pursuit for things Above will
only antagonise those earthly-minded
folk who cannot comprehend that level
of Righteousness where Jesus is really
All and Everything.
Persecution for the sake of that allencompassing Righteousness, that
universal dominion of Christ on His
Throne, is the best proof we could possibly give that we really are kings and
priests. The depth of our suﬀerings reveals the depth of our relationship with
God, and if our suﬀering is light then
our relationship is certainly shallow.
When we can take up the Cross daily
and follow after Christ then the centurions of this world will be able to look
at us and say, “Surely this person is a
son or daughter of God. Not only do
they represent Him with their life, they
represent Him with their death.”
Lord, You have shown us how diﬀerently Your Kingdom is from the kingdoms of this world. You call us kings and
priests, but in outward appearance we
are children in need of training. We are
unﬁt to rule and reign with you as we
are now. We have sinned against Heaven
and against You and are no longer worthy
to be called sons and daughters, much
less kings and priests. Forgive us, Lord.
Conform us to the image of Christ and
show us how to rule and reign over our
own selves. Let Jesus be increased and
let us be decreased. Let your Kingdom
be enlarged and expanded, beginning
with each disciple, then with the Church,
and then with all Creation. Apart from
You we can do nothing; but with You we
can do all things. Let it be done for Your
Kingdom and Power and Glory and not
for us. Amen.
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A vision of
the rising
river..

ON January 3 this year, Derek
Crumpton, who heads up Foundation Ministries and was one of the
leading ﬁgures in the Charismatic
renewal in this nation, had a vivid
dream or night vision. Derek felt it
was one of the few major prophetic
revelations given to him during his
many years of ministry:

I was standing in a river about 20 to 30
metres wide. The water I was in was knee
deep. Deeper, further in, the water was
ﬂowing tranquilly. I was looking upstream
where grass, bush and young trees grew
on the banks.
As I stood, I became aware the level was
rising slowly, almost unnoticed. Looking
upstream I could see no sign of a surge.
Nevertheless, it was slowly, gently rising.
As it rose I felt uncomfortable. My clothes
were getting wet. So I climbed a small rise
of ground in the river, steadying myself
against a young sapling about 15 centimetres in diameter.
Now I was intently looking upstream for
the reason, but it seemed the river was rising in itself – quietly, steadily. Then almost
without warning a powerful, turbulent
stream came surging into the river from
behind the vegetation on the right and
joined the river upstream. It moved with
such force and vigour that it seemed to
surge past me, riding on top of the water
of the existing river before absorbing it
further down stream.
The appearance of the frontal water:
white, boiling, turbulent, no debris
– nothing destructive, unlike the tsunami.
As I looked back upstream the original
river still seemed to be ﬂowing quietly as
before until it struck the new forceful ﬂow
from the side.
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And then it appeared as if a further part
of the new ﬂow broke in further up – not
as wide or vigorous but still clearly of
the same source and strength, combining
fairly swiftly with the original stream as
it ﬂowed now strongly, deeply past me,
with the new untamed wild waters still
on the far side of the river, before merging
further down.
All of this was so clear – as a series of
digital colour video clips. At no time did it
seem threatening or frightening but clear,
factual, certain. This is how it will be.
The river of God’s present move continues
to ﬂow. The faithful, obedient lovers and
worshippers are in the river and their
responses will keep the river coming from
the source – strong, ﬂowing quietly, almost
imperceptibly deepening and rising as they
keep looking dependently upstream to its
source.
But then, seemingly without warning, a
most unexpected deluge will burst in upon
the river from its right hand side, where no
evidence of a river previously existed. The
waters will seem wild, turbulent, seething
and bubbling with force and vigour. Seemingly it joins the river, but initially it is
so powerful it rides overwhelmingly over
its course, submerging the existing stream

before they intermingle.
The later, smaller breakthrough is of the
same kind, quality, power, but is more
easily absorbed higher up stream with less
threat and upheaval.
It speaks to me of a few simple insights:
1. Faithful, obedient, loving worshippers
can not only maintain but ensure a steady
increase in depth in the river.
2. The next move will burst upon us unexpectedly with great power, force and great
speed – seemingly beyond our ability to
grasp or control, while we struggle to hold
our familiar ground in the old river.
3. As it continues we will see it all merges
as it ﬂows on – past, present, future contributing to God’s final outpouring of
supernatural grace.
4. The way it happens will take us by surprise – as well as where it has it origins.
5. The sapling we cling to on the little rise
marks the previous high point of the last
move to which we will naturally gravitate, believing that nothing more than
that will happen and that there we will
be safe, but only as spectators – bewildered
spectators of the new move sweeping past
us and even then, only until the merging
higher up in the river bears down upon us
– at which point I saw no more.
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Like children

who can’t be pleased!
by Greg Hinnant
“This generation… is like unto children
(Matthew 11:16-19).”
SOMETIME after Israel had suﬃcient exposure to Jesus’ and John the
Baptist’s heavenly words and works,
Jesus began issuing warnings and
rebukes to those who rejected them.
And as He often did, He framed one
of His rebukes in the form of a parable:
“But whereunto shall I liken this
generation? It is like unto children sitting in the market places, and calling
unto their fellows, And saying, We
have piped unto you (playing ‘wedding’), and ye have not danced; we have
mourned unto you (playing ‘funeral’),
and ye have not lamented. For John
came neither eating nor drinking, and
they say, He hath a demon. The Son
of man came eating and drinking, and
they say, Behold a man gluttonous, and
a winebibber, a friend of tax collectors
and sinners. But wisdom is justiﬁed by
her children (Matthew 11:16-19).”
We should easily identify with what
Jesus described here. When we were
children, we played various “grown
up” games around the house with our
brothers, sisters, and friends.
For instance, we played “dress up,” in
which we donned our parents’ oversized
clothes, hats, and shoes. Or we played
“doctor,” giving and receiving dubious diagnoses to feigned illnesses and
injuries and recommending remedies
or procedures to our young patients.
Or we played “store,” selling lemonade, cookies, toys, old clothes, or just
plain junk to whichever neighbour
for the moment pitied us. And the
more religious of us played “church,”
preaching ﬁre and brimstone sermons
to our wide-eyed younger siblings and
playmates and calling them to repent
and receive Jesus.
In Jesus’ day, children played similar
games. Those He cites in this passage
are “wedding” and “funeral,” in which
Jewish children playfully re-enacted
the respective wailing and rejoicing
of these two ceremonies. The funeral
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“mourning” He spoke of represented
the solemn ministry of John the Baptist
(Matthew 11:7-15), while the joyful
“piping” of a Jewish wedding alluded
to His own ministry.
Though Jewish custom taught bystanders to join in when funeral or
wedding processions passed by, the
religious leaders of Jesus’ day persistently refused to join either John’s or
Jesus’ ministerial processions. Hence
Jesus likened them to unreasonable
children who couldn’t be pleased and
stubbornly refused to cooperate with
God’s messengers.
And why didn’t they join in when
John “mourned” and Jesus “piped?”
They had objections to both leaders.
John’s message of repentance was like
a funeral dirge, sombre and sobering.
His appearance was austere, his diet was
poor, and his lifestyle was separated to
the point of being unsociable. Though
the Pharisees also preached and practiced a separated lifestyle (“Pharisee”
meant separated one), they refused to
accept John or repent (“lament”) at
his preaching when he bewailed their
sins and challenged them to produce
hard evidence of genuine repentance.
Apparently, John was too radical and
unsociable for the Jewish leaders. So
God sent Jesus to them.

As joyful as a Jewish
wedding
Compared to John’s sad message,
Jesus’ happy teaching and preaching
(“piping”) was like a joyful Jewish wedding, complete with music, singing,
and dancing. He prophesied that the
Kingdom was at hand and proclaimed
its King present. He claimed that salvation was freely available to all who
would simply repent and receive the
King. He demonstrated repeatedly
that supernatural deliverance was also
available to everyone who needed it,
even those helplessly bound by demonic
oppression or possession.
The very Bridegroom of heaven had
come to His intended bride, Israel,

and was ready and eager to be received
by her (John 3:28-30). Unlike John’s
sombre gatherings, Jesus’ meetings
were hilarious with joy. There were
loud shouts of praise, heartfelt songs
of love, prostrations of thanksgiving,
and spontaneous dances of sheer joy,
as the hopelessly sick were healed,
crazed demoniacs were delivered,
and tormented captives of every kind
experienced instantaneous dream-like
liberation!
Everywhere Jesus went it was nothing less than heaven on earth, with
impossible things suddenly becoming
possible. In contrast with John’s, Jesus’
appearance and diet were quite normal. And His lifestyle was distinctly
more social: “Then the Son of Man
came, enjoying life (Matthew 11:19,
Phillips).”
Indeed, while John spent his adolescence and young adulthood alone in
the wilderness, Jesus lived in Nazareth
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with brothers and
friends and attended the synagogue there regularly. While John
didn’t attend celebrations, Jesus
attended lively
Jewish weddings
( J o h n 2 :1-2 ) .
While John protested the current
priestly hierarchy
and its unequal
yoking with the
corr upt Herod
dy nast y, Jesus
regularly attended the great Jewish feast days in
Jerusalem. While
John hunted wild
honey and chased
grasshoppers for
his sustenance,
Jesus ate typical
Jewish fare and
feasted sumptuously at Matthew’s house in
religiously questionable company
(Luke 5:29-30).
But despite
these wide diﬀerences, the Jewish
leaders rejected
the King just as
they had His harbinger. Why? He was too casual and
social for their overtly religious and
separatist tastes.
Jesus’ parable is His Father’s answer
to the Pharisaic folly that found fault
with both the Messiah and His divinely
appointed forerunner. To God, the
Pharisees were childishly ﬁckle and
inexcusably stubborn.
Their attitude seemed to be, “Whomever you send, Jehovah, we’re going to
discover something over which to reject
him and his message!” And, indeed,
the Old and New Testament records
show consistently that the Jews did
just that: they always found a reason to
reject their prophets rather than receive
them. How could the Jews do that!
We should know. Christians also
reject their ministers at times without
cause. Some of us are relentless fault
ﬁnders, critical of every little thing
about our minister’s person, lifestyle,
appearance, family, friends, interests,
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pastimes, etc., that doesn’t suit us
– when we should instead focus on their
words of heavenly wisdom and receive
and respond to them.
Like the Jews of old, some of us seem
to search for reasons to reject ministers
rather than receive them. While there
may be any number of reasons for such
an implacable attitude – intellectual
pride, unbelief in biblical truth, secretly
held sins, envy, rejection of certain
doctrines, or religious, racial, or gender
prejudice – one is undoubtedly the failure to understand what Jesus is saying
to us in this passage.

God’s messengers aren’t
all the same
His brief sermonette underscores the
fact that God’s messengers are not all
alike, that, in fact their personalities,
appearances, preferences, and lifestyles
may be very diﬀerent, just as John’s
and Jesus’ were. Some live outwardly
separated lifestyles and voluntarily
sacriﬁce many pleasures and liberties
for the sake of their work. Others enjoy
more of life’s normal pleasures without
being indulgent and engage moderately
in acceptable social activities, though
they are inwardly detached from and
unmoved by them, as Jesus was.
Ministers also have diﬀerent ways
of communicating with God’s people.
Most are speakers, some are writers,
and still others use both mediums with
equal ease and regularly. Some excel
at teaching, while others are gifted
preachers, and still others are inspired
exhorters. Some are patient, sensitive,
Spirit-led counsellors, while others are
deeply discerning, far-seeing, inspired
prophets.
Christian speakers have their own
personal styles of delivery. Some speakers use well-organised lecture notes,
while others use only a few talking
points, and still others use no notes at
all. (Some assume a speaker without
notes is not well prepared and one
with them is; others judge that only
the spontaneous speaker is inspired and
the orderly lecturer cannot be. All such
presuppositions are wrong.)
Some speakers are calm and soft-spoken, while others are loud, emotional,
and demonstrative. Some walk while
they’re speaking, and others stand virtually still. Some are obviously highly
intelligent and well read, while others
are less well informed but sincere,
soundly scriptural, and unquestionably

sent by God. Some are from our own
native land and culture, while others
hail from foreign lands and sound and
look the part.
Some speakers are very well known
to us and their honours precede their
homilies. Others are virtual unknowns
to us – but not to God. Some sound
and act ministerial, while others conduct themselves as laypersons. Some
are business-like in demeanour and
straightforward and eﬃcient in manner
of speech, while others are more conversational and sometimes ramble.
Some speakers are very informative,
while others are more insightful. Some
bring out the literal, historical, and cultural meanings of biblical texts, while
others address only their figurative
applications to Christian living today.
Some are eloquent and polished lecturers, while others are plain speaking and
less grammatically precise.
Some dress in robes, while others prefer business suits, and still others casual
attire. Some are men, while others are
women. Some are young, while others
are older. Are any of these factors important? Isn’t the vital issue that these
ministers bring a true and timely word
from God?

Piping the more
comforting parts
The themes ministers speak on also
diﬀer. Some “pipe” the more joyful
parts of the Bible, the good news of
forgiveness and salvation by grace,
the optimistic promises of God, or
comforting psalms and uplifting
prophecies. Others “mourn” to the
body of Christ concerning the more
sober subjects of repentance, testing,
chastening, judgement, perilous times,
and suﬀering for Christ’s sake.
But despite these diﬀerences in God’s
messengers and their messages, one
common factor is always present: All
God’s ministers are right with Him,
chosen by Him, anointed with His
Spirit, given heavenly wisdom from
His Word, and sent to edify the saints
– unless they reject them.
So let’s not reject ministers without
cause. Instead, let’s remember that
God’s messengers diﬀer widely and are
not obligated to ﬁt our preconceived
notions of what they should look and
sound like – but we are obligated to receive and obey their words of heavenly
wisdom.
© Copyright: Greg Hinnant Ministries,
www.GregHinnantMinistries.org
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Many infallible proofs!
from a sermon by Leonard Ravenhill
“In the end of the Sabbath, as it began to
dawn toward the ﬁrst day of the week,
come Mary Magdalene and the other
Mary to see the sepulcher. And behold,
there was a great earthquake; for the angel
of the Lord descended from heaven, and
came and rolled back the stone from the
door, and sat upon it. His countenance was
like lightning, and his raiment white as
snow; And for fear of him the keepers did
shake, and became as dead men.
“And the angel answered and said to the
women, Fear not ye; for I know that ye
seek Jesus, which
was crucified. He
is not here; for he
is risen, as he said.
Come, see the place
where the Lord lay.
And go quickly, and
tell his disciples that
he is risen from the
dead; and behold, he
goeth before you into
Galilee; there shall
ye see him: lo, I have
told you (Matthew
28:1-7).”
I THINK it was
Campbell Morgan who said that
the resurrection
is the most stupendous, supernatural miracle
that the world has
ever known. It supersedes everything
else – because if He is not risen from
the dead then everything else collapses!
Think of this as a great pyramid the
apostle Paul built through the writing
of his 14 epistles, including Hebrews:
then he turns that great pyramid over
and he balances the ﬁne point on one
thing! It is this awesome verse in the
15th chapter of 1 Corinthians. He
says, “If we have hoped in Christ in
this life only, we are of all men most to
be pitied.”
There are many philosophies about
the resurrection of Jesus Christ, but the
Scripture is the ﬁrst, the foremost, and
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If Christ is not risen from
the dead then everything
else collapses!
the ﬁnal word.
There are those who say that Jesus
never died. All He did was faint, because He had been up all night, and
pushed around, and He had lost some
blood. They put Him into a tomb and
then He revived in the cool tomb and
He came out again. Well, the apostles,
of course, shatter all that argument

absolutely.
Remember that this is the thing that
got the apostles into trouble! If Jesus
wasn’t risen from the dead, I think they
could have gone back to the temple and
said, “Look, He was a good man, we
saw miracles, and He was a marvellous
man, but He didn’t come through on
the last thing. He said, ‘I’m going to rise
from the dead under My own power.’
We’re sorry He didn’t make it, but we
still feel that we have something we
should share with you...”
You know, I think in the temple they
could have started a new school, and
a new sect of Jesus followers, and had
no trouble. But the thing right out in

the open was that these men who had
trembled and run away, who forsook
Him and ﬂed, had become as bold as
lions.
Why? Because they knew that Jesus
had risen from the dead, that’s why!
It says in the Acts 1:3, “To whom also
He showed Himself alive after His
passion by many infallible proofs, being
seen of them forty days, and speaking
of the things pertaining to the kingdom
of God.” Now look, if it was a fallacy,
as the world says, why do this bunch
of men stand up and live in danger of
their lives? Can
these men have
had ha l lucinations for 40 days
in succession?
“He showed
Himself alive after His passion by
many infallible
proofs.” I can’t
ﬁnd one modern
version of scripture that includes
the word infallible. Man hates
that word infallible.
He showed
himself alive. To
who? Oh, to a
whole bunch of
people; as many
as 500 in broad
daylight. Can you see visions in broad
daylight? Suffer hallucinations? He
showed Himself alive, by many infallible proofs!
What were the infallible proofs? The
infallible proofs were, “we have touched
Him, we have seen Him.”
Peter testiﬁes to that later in his ﬁrst
epistle, doesn’t he? He says, “We don’t
follow cunningly devised fables, we
have seen Him, we handled Him, we
heard Him.” For 40 days He conﬁrmed
their faith.
Oh, that’s wonderful. Yes, it’s wonderful! But to me it’s also terrible, you see,
because the world hadn’t believed Him
for three years, for the next 40 days He
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said, “Get out of it, world, I am not
appearing to you.”
He could have won the world in a day!
All He had to do was go to Pontius
Pilate at one o’clock in the morning
and tap him and say, “Hey, what are
you going to do now?”
Then go down the road to Caiaphas’
house, stand by his bed and only say,
“Well? Well?” Oh, he’d have shuddered
in his bed and had to say, “Oh, my God,
have mercy on me.” Or go to the village
cemetery and shout over the wall, “I am
the resurrection and the Life.”
The resurrection is not part of my
theology, the resurrection is a person.
“I am the resurrection.” He is as much
my Resurrection as he is my Saviour,
and my Lord and my King!
Now it says that on the road to Emmaus He appeared to them in another
form. That’s right, and they didn’t
understand. How many forms did He
appear in?
He appeared as a little baby. God
appeared as a babe. He appeared as
a great teacher. Their ears must have
burned when He preached the Sermon
on the Mount. They said, “This is the
most marvellous thing man has ever
uttered. Is this possible?” He appeared
as their teacher, as He had appeared as
a babe.
He appeared as a servant, to their
embarrassment. One day He put a
towel around His waist, and took some
water, and He knelt, and washed their
feet. He appeared one day on a cross,
as the atoning Lamb to take away the
sin of the world.
And now He appears in another form.
They were walking down that road,
just seven miles from Jerusalem on the
Emmaus road and He overtook them.
Their feet were heavy, but their hearts
were heavier still.
You know what? I think the resurrection morning was the most disappointing morning in the life of the Son of
God. You know why? Because if one
of them had believed Him they would
have been lined up outside of the tomb
waiting for Him, but not one of them
turned up.
He’ll appear to you in diﬀerent forms...
the way you need Him. Sometimes He
comes in tenderness and compassion
when you have a wounded heart and a
wounded spirit, and He binds up the
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brokenhearted. Sometimes He will
come and pierce the heart. Because
He loves us, He will come and pierce
us. Sometimes He will come in overwhelming majesty, you have to bow at
His feet in adoration.
He doesn’t have to come in one form
or another, He appears as He wants
to appear.
He showed Himself alive to His
disciples with many infallible proofs.
Oh, I think they enjoyed it when He
broke bread, you know, when He called
one morning and they were tired after
ﬁshing, “Hi boys!” Actually the Greek
says, “lads, come here.” And they went,
and as the hymn says, “they met their
heart’s desire, bread and ﬁsh upon the
ﬁre.” That was the greatest breakfast
ever cooked.

The key to the church of
Jesus Christ

I think He took some rocks and put
them down and said, “Become bread.”
Then He said to the devil, “I’ll do it
when I want, not when you want.”
Because the devil once said to Him,
“If you are the Son of God, turn those
rocks into bread.” Well, you can never
do the wrong thing at the right time,
but you can do the right thing at the
wrong time, and He said, “No.”
I guess He collected ﬁsh the same way
Peter did under His instruction when
they needed to pay taxes. So, He made

breakfast for His disciples.
Do you think they ever forgot that
breakfast? Did Peter ever forget when
Jesus looked on him in compassion?
Did Thomas ever forget when He said,
“Put your hands in…” Those were wonderful appearances.
But I’ll tell you the thing that was
most wonderful of all: you know why
they were strong enough to do what
God told them? He BREATHED on
them. He BREATHED on a piece
of clay. Oh, Adam was very beautiful
when he was ﬁrst made. As beautiful
as a corpse, because he had no life in
him. Beautiful eyes, ﬁngernails were
perfect, body perfect, and then ﬁnally,
God BREATHED in him, and he
became a living soul.
Remember, He took a man called
Abram, and He BREATHED into
Abram and Abram became AbraHam.
Changed his whole life.
He breathed on them in the upper
room, BEFORE Pentecost, and said,
“Receive the Holy Spirit.” And they
received the Holy Spirit! Because if
a man has not the Spirit of Christ he
is none of His. But they received an
enduement of power, a baptism, in that
upper room.
Many infallible proofs of His Resurrection!
This is the key to the apostolic church.
This is the key to the apostolic church of
Jesus Christ today. All the warranties of
the future are in Jesus Christ, and the
resurrection.
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“To everything there is a season
A time for every purpose under heaven
A time to be born
And a time to die
(please read Ecclesiastes 3:1-8).”
by Helen Gardiner
THE darkness of pre-dawn was
rapidly slipping away; the air bore
the crisp, slight chill of Autumn, as
I moved about quietly in the downstairs of our home.
I was busy with my preparatory
chores for the day: tidying up, feeding dogs, making packed lunches and
early morning coﬀee and tea. It was
just another day in many respects, and
yet, it was diﬀerent and special. It was
special because it was the day of my 50th
birthday, and as I moved about I was
aware of the sweet presence of Jesus,
my Lord.
Under His leading, my mind swept
ﬂeetingly over my life, and thankfulness and abundant love overﬂowed my
heart, towards this very precious Lord
and Saviour who had brought me, and
my loved ones, through so very much.
I became so aware that I was entering
into the third phase of my earthly life,
and the Lord showed me that His heart
is truly for that phase to be “Golden.”
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For all of us.
As I looked back over my life, I rejoiced over the days of youthfulness and
happy memories but realised, too, that
I’d had to learn so many lessons, and
had had to come through so much ﬁre
of purging and reﬁning. I had no longing to go back and live in times past.
That’s all very well, you might think,
but what has all this got to do with
me?

Meant to be a pinncale
It has everything to do, I believe, with
the Lord wanting to raise up something of a banner for the third phase
of earthly life, meant to be a golden
pinnacle, rather than a time that is
dreaded and despised.
For too many people, the ﬁnal phase
of earthly life is approached with
gloom and expectation of increasing
discontent, uselessness and death. Yet,
in Christ, the very opposite should be
our faith and expectation.
Because I live in a town which is an
old age haven, I get to see and rub
shoulders with many elderly people,
and have concluded that old age very
often is a time when people are over-

taken by bitterness and complaining…
and yet, Jesus does not purpose it to
be so. The Christ within and upon a
life, is ever transforming that life from
glory to glory, and the apostle Paul’s
revelation and experience, can, in and
through Jesus Christ, become ours as
well:
“Even though our outward man is
perishing, yet the inward man is being
renewed day by day. For our light afﬂiction, which is but for a moment, is
working for us a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory, while we do not
look at the things which are seen, but at
the things which are not seen. For the
things which are seen are temporary,
but the things which are not seen are
eternal (2 Corinthians 4:16b-18).”
Even physical death itself, in Christ,
has no sting. Do we, as Christians, really believe that? Do we really rejoice
and glory in the revelation that to be
absent from the body, is to be present
with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8)?
Our Saviour Himself exhorts us in
John 11:25&26, “I am the resurrection
and the life. He who believes in Me,
though he may die, he shall live. And
whoever lives and believes in Me shall
never die. Do you believe this?”
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We live in a youth-orientated world,
and many have believed the lie that
old age spells gloom and despair and a
preoccupation with a decaying body…
Beloved of Christ, it is not meant to be
so; but rather to be a time of coming
forth as pure gold.
I remember a number of years ago,
in the Church, the prophetic catch or
buzz phrase was “the Joshua generation.” Now, I think that at the time,
people pictured this generation being
the “young guns” – all youthful zeal,
enthusiasm and passion, rippling muscled bodies, etc.
What a figment of imagination…
the Biblical account reveals to us that
Joshua and Caleb, were old, and the
estimation is that Joshua was in his
80s, when he took the Israelites into the
Promised Land. According to Jewish
historian Josephus, Joshua endured 40
years of cruel slavery in Egypt before
his 40 years in the wilderness.
Having read this, as older or elderly
people, we may ﬁnd ourselves encour-

aged and aﬃrmed. However, some may
ﬁ nd their personal experience is far
removed from the sentiments expressed
above, and the temptation may be to feel
discouraged and condemned.
The latter response and position is not
our Lord’s desire for us. His heart is
to lift us out of the mire of gloom and
uselessness, for the Kingdom of God is
all about righteousness, peace and joy in
the Holy Spirit (Romans 14: 17).

Some practical
suggestions
If you need to be lifted out and up, here
are some practical suggestions:
*Examine and judge your life, past and
present. Confess and repent of sin that
has not been dealt with (1 John 2:9 and
1 Corinthians 11:31). Make right with
people, if God directs you to. One of
the greatest blessings and graces of the
Christian walk, is the washing away of
the ﬁ lth of the sins we have committed
– ever oﬀered out to us, by Jesus, is the

It was not the book...

HERE is a story of the testimony of a life, that was old and handicapped, but
oh, what a blessed life. May it inspire us all…
Several years ago I was privileged to meet an elderly saint, who was then about
87. For over 50 years she had been an invalid and conﬁned to her room, but if ever
I saw anyone who lived face to face with the Lord, she did.
Dozens of pastors throughout that whole valley made their way to this humble
little cottage. The ﬁrst time I went into her room, I had only been there about 10
minutes when I fell on my face on the ﬂoor, for the glory of the Lord was so real
and all I could say was: “Lord, I am unclean!” It seemed that every other phrase
that she spoke was praise to the Lord.
She adopted me as one of her sons. It was strange how, when she read something from the Word of God, things that I had known so well suddenly became
piercing.
She kept reading from a special book when I went to visit her, and one day I
said: “Mother, you may not be here too much longer. Would you give me this
book when you are gone?” Every time she read from it it seemed that God just
cut my heart open.
One day when I went into her room I said: “Mother, it is a shame that you sit
here like this. Don’t you know that God heals people?” She looked up at me with
such sympathy, and replied: “Oh, yes, my boy, I know God would have healed
me a long time ago,” and then in her broken English she said: “And den I would
have runned around like all de oder womans!”
She had no desire to be in any other place, but just dwelling with God and
seeking His face, and I believe she had a ministry that touched more people than
many others I have known.
One day a package came to my home by mail, and when I looked at the return
address in the corner I knew what had happened. I was sorry that she had gone,
but my heart leaped: at last I had this wonderful book! I got alone by myself and
started to read – and I am ashamed to admit this. I discovered that it was not the
book, but the person who made the diﬀerence. I read the book, but it does not
speak to me as she did.
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chance to start afresh with a clean slate,
daily. Today can be a fresh start. Examine your heart especially for bitterness,
resentment and unforgiveness. Forgive
everyone who has ever hurt or harmed
you in any way. Read the parable of
the unforgiving servant from Matthew
18:21 to the end of the chapter. Bitterness is something which can creep into
our hearts and if it isn’t nipped in the
bud, it can grow and overtake us. Read
Hebrews 12:12-15.
*Set aside time each day to pray and
read the Bible. With more time on your
hands than a younger person, you can
pray and intercede for others, delighting in seeing your prayers answered.
Talk to God; be open and honest, like
a child. Develop an intimate, personal,
pure relationship with the Lord. Come
to know Him and His love for YOU.
No-one on the face of the earth will
ever love you more than Him.
*Worship Him. He builds His throne
in our hearts as we worship Him. He
inhabits our praises (Psalm 22:3). Use
music tapes or CDs to do this if necessary.
*If you are mobile, reach out to help
others, seeking to fulﬁl practically Jesus’
second commandment to love others.
Be a servant, emulating Jesus, believing
that it is better and more blessed to give
than to receive. Servanthood deals with
the selﬁshness in all of us.
*Be humble (James 4:10). In the sight
of God, and in the sight of men. Take
the lowly seat (Luke 14:7-14).
*Be thankful. In everything give
thanks. Don’t grumble (1 Thessalonians
5:18). Embrace for your life Philippians
4:4-8.
*Be a blessing to your children and
grandchildren. Do not hide yourself
from your own ﬂesh (Isaiah 58:7d).
*Offer your pearls of wisdom with
grace and humility. Let your tongue be
as choice silver, feeding many (Proverbs
10:20a&21a, and Proverbs 15:1&2).
Don’t let your tongue be used to bring
curse, for gossip and backbiting (James
3:1-12).
*Remember a key principle of the
Kingdom is that what you sow, you will
reap. The measure you use will be measured back to you (Galatians 6:7-10). If
you want the blessings of God on you
and your life, seek to live the Beatitudes
of Matthew 5.
*Finally, focus on the inner man and
try not to be obsessive with your earthly
shell and its aches and pains. The ﬂesh
proﬁts nothing (John 6:63).
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Atheist ﬁnds
abortion harms
women

A SELF-DESCR IBED
pro-choice atheist set out
to prove that abortion does
not have any psychological
consequences. He found
the opposite, and the results
were so profound that they
cannot be ignored in the
scientiﬁc ﬁeld or the political arena.
Professor David Fergusson,
New Zealand researcher

at Christchurch School of
Medicine and Health, said,
“From a personal point of
view, I would have rather
seen the results come out the
other way – but they didn’t.
And as a scientist you have
to report the facts, not what
you’d like to report.”
Fergusson and his colleagues were surprised by
the study that followed 500
women from birth to age 25
and revealed that abortive
women were one-and-a-half
times more likely to suﬀer
mental illness.
“Those having an abortion
had elevated rates of subsequent mental health problems, including depression,
anxiety, suicidal behaviours
and substance use disorders,”
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according to the research
published in the Journal of
Child Psychiatry and Psychology.
Numerous journals refused
to publish the research, but
Fergusson defended its relevance saying it would be
“scientiﬁcally irresponsible”
to overlook the ﬁndings.
“To provide a parallel to
this situation, if we were to
ﬁnd evidence of an adverse
reaction to medication, we
would be obligated ethically
to publish that fact,” he explained. “I can see no good
reason why the same rules
don’t apply to abortion.”
Source: AFA Journal

Nepal’s church
growing rapidly

AN interdenominational
Christian organisation that
works for religious freedom
and raise awareness about
human rights abuses against
the Church has launched a
campaign to help the persecuted Christian minority
in Nepal.
Recent reports say Hindu
extremism is on the increase
in that country, and those
who convert to Christianity
face persecution from local leaders and the government.
Nat Moﬀat is chairman of
Christian Freedom International (CFI), an organisation
that is involved in distributing food, medicine, and
Bibles and providing legal
assistance to Christians in
Nepal. On a recent visit, he

says his group spent time
with members of the nation’s underground Christian
church and observed the
conditions they are facing.
“House churches, as in
many other places, are illegal,” Moffat notes. “We
visited one at an undisclosed
location in Katmandu and
found 26 people in a tiny
room. They meet each Saturday, and there are dozens
and dozens of churches just
like this one.
“One of the pastors we
talked to at this house church
has noted that the persecution is getting worse for
Christians, that there are
pastors in custody, and that
many Hindu leaders don’t
want Christianity to spread,
but he says it’s spreading
fast.”
What is happening in Nepal is “a good news-bad
news situation for Christians,” Moﬀat observes. “Yes,
they are being persecuted
terribly,” he says, “but the
community of believers is
growing fast.”
Source: AgapePress

Good reasons to
miss Da Vinci

A WELL-KNOWN profamily media critic advises
Christians to avoid seeing
Prepare the Way

the movie screen adaptation
of Dan Brown’s novel The Da
Vinci Code, and he says they
should warn others to avoid
the ﬁ lm as well.
Dr. Ted Baehr is chairman of the Christian Film
& Television Commission
(CFTC) and publisher of
Movieguide, a biweek ly
journal that reviews and
rates ﬁlms according to their
values and family-friendly
– or unfriendly – content.
And when it comes to the
kind of content viewers will
ﬁnd if they decide to go and
see the The Da Vinci Code,
the Christian movie reviewer
says, “There’s a lot of good
reasons for people not to.”
Baehr says there is a lot
more to The Da Vinci Code’s
plot than just the assertion
that Jesus married Mary
Magdalene. That is minor,
the critic says, compared to
some of the other blasphemous ideas presented in the
story.
“One of the problems,” he
explains, “is that The Da Vinci
Code’s main point is leading
up to Sophie discovering
that the Grand Master’s
invitation into eternal life is

a sexual ceremony where he’s
surrounded in the basement
with his cohorts in the cult
of the Priory, having sex with
the temple prostitute.”
Baehr says he has heard
some prominent Christians
tell other believers to go and
see The Da Vinci Code because
they can use the storyline of
the ﬁ lm as a springboard to
tell people the truth about
Christ. But God ’s Word
tells believers to look upon
the good, the true, and the
lovely, the Christian film
reviewer points out. They are
not told to look upon the evil,
sexual ceremonies that are
contained in the movie.
“In Ezekiel, God tells us
to be a ‘watchman on the
wall,’” Baehr continues, “and
he says if you know that
somebody is going to make
a mistake, you tell them not
to.” Christians should avoid
the movie based on Brown’s
novel, he contends, “because
the book is full of occultism,
Rosicrucianism, Masonic
Satanism, etc – I mean, we
have a lot of material on all
the satanic material, all the
sexual material, all the pornographic material.”
Source: AgapePress

the actual number is much
less than that.
They did a “count-based”
estimate of church attendance – in other words, actual attendance ﬁgures – and
concluded that only about 20
percent of Americans go to a
church on Sunday.
Source: AgapePress

Fewer
Americans than
thought
going to church Europe’s decline
A NEW study concludes the in Christianity
number of Americans attending church every Sunday
is a whole lot less than what
has been reported.
Christianity Today notes
that for years, Gallup pollsters have reported that
40 percent of Americans
– roughly 118 million people
– attend a church every Sunday. But a new study done
by an Episcopal Church
researcher, Kirk Hadaway,
and Penny Marler of Samford University concludes

AU THOR and journalist James P. Gannon says
that in ﬁve European countries – France, Belgium, the
Netherlands, Germany and
Italy – over the last 30 years
regular Christian church
attendance has fallen from
roughly 40 percent of the
population to about 20 percent.
Western Europe has gone
from a Muslim population
of 250 000, 50 years ago, to
20 million today.

Two more PtW days

After the successful inaugural event on
April 30 (thanks to all those who came!)
we will be holding two more “Prepare The
Way days” at our home church, Mount
Zion, in Merrivale – on August 27 and
November 26. The purpose of these days is
to begin to draw together a team who can
become part of the prayer and practical
support network of this ministry, and for
us to keep you updated on what’s happening with the magazine.
So, if you’re one of the “friends” of Prepare
The Way, we’d love to see you there!
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Love’s eternal giving...

THE preparation and the transformation of the vessel of honour God
would use, very often takes Christ’s
disciples on a journey. In her allegorical book Hinds’ Feet on High Places,
Hannah Hurnard captures the heart
and essence of that journey. This book
is a must-read classic for every serious
disciple… but recently we encountered her personal record of a time
spent in Switzerland, just before she
brought forth her best-selling classic.
Writing about the Brumbach Falls,
she records:
The whole neighbourhood is ﬁ lled
with the sound of rushing water pouring down over and between the rocks.
For me, the two falls, the Brumbach
and the Zillbach, are like two glorious
angels of love, leaping down from the
heights to carry life and power to the
valleys far below.
O my Lord! What do you want to
say to me today? Help me to hear your
voice. Teach me to understand the
language spoken by Your creation all
around me. Help me to receive into
my innermost soul the great truth that,
“To whom much is given, of them shall
much be required.”
Lifting my eyes, I look across the
valley at the Brumbach falls and see
the water pouring itself down in an
extraordinary ecstasy of self-abandoned
giving – and I know now that is my
Lord’s message to me.
The first message and lesson His
creation utters is this one. It speaks of
love’s eternal, ecstatic joy in ceaseless,
blissful giving.
The ﬁrst characteristic of true love is
humility: the pouring of oneself down
lower and lower in self-eﬀacement and
self-denial. The message of running
water always is, “Go lower. Find the
lowest place. That is the only way to
true fulﬁ lment.”
The next characteristic of love is giving. The poured-out life gives life and
power to others. The more love gives,
the more it fulﬁ ls itself. For it is Love’s
prerogative to GIVE and GIVE and
GIVE.
The third characteristic of love is service. The Brumbach falls, in the act of
giving themselves, serve the whole valley and far beyond it. The water means
a supply of irrigation, electricity, and
light for many, many homes, gardens,
and orchards. To be utterly abandoned
24

to the goal of giving oneself to others,
and going down lower, is the joy and
ecstasy of love.
“Perfect love casts out fear.” Yes, that
is what the water utters so exultingly
as it rushes toward the great, terrifying rocky lip of the gorge and plunges
over, utterly abandoned and unafraid
of the dreadful depths into which it
must fall, down on to the threatening
rocks below.

Utter rejoicing,
total abandonment

Watching the waters as they leap over
the edge, and following them with my
eyes as they fall downward, I discover
that the whole movement is one of the
most breathtaking examples of utter
rejoicing and of triumphant, almost
delirious abandonment that I have
ever seen.
I never saw motion so utterly expressive of joy! The movement looks like
perfect rapture, fearless surrender to a
hitherto unknown delight, the greatest
it is possible to experience. The downward motion is light, adventurous, and
perfectly happy.
How can one abandon oneself in this
way? Well, the scene before me answers
this question.
The falls come down form the heights.
Before they can do that there must ﬁrst
come the experience of “He makes my
feet like hinds’ feet, and sets me upon
my high places (Psalm 18:33).”

One cannot get a mighty and powerful fall of water if there is only a low
place and a short way for it to fall. It is
the “high places” of faith and obedience
which make the falls of love possible!
The Ortstock, the great seven-pinnacled mountain opposite, is a wonderful
picture of spiritual experience, rising
from height to height and peak to
peak. The summits of the high places
are the powerhouses from which love
pours itself down in joyful surrender.
One can never truly love until, by faith
and surrendered obedience, one reaches
the “high places” and there learns to go
“skipping and leaping” on the mountains of diﬃculty as though they were
an asphalt road!
Everything around me seems to be
designed to emphasise this lesson. I
have been brought to a place where all
God’s creation appears to be uttering
things in a language which only becomes clearly audible and understood
by hearts that have been learning in the
school of suﬀering. It is the language
which one begins to spell out in one’s
innermost soul when one is on a cross
to which self is being transﬁ xed by nails
of pain and anguish of heart.
Have I not been brought here to experience some great readjustment in my
spiritual nature? Instinctively the old
nature at once cries out, “Oh, will it be
very painful? Hasn’t there been enough
of it already, dear Lord Jesus?” And
then I laugh. Shall the clay vessel on
the Lord’s wheel and under His loving,
moulding hands, think of pain in the
last stage of a long, joyous yielding to
His patient fashioning? The only thing
that matters is that the adjustment of
abandonment to selﬂess love be made
perfectly, so that I stop seeking to be
loved and abandon myself to the joy of
giving love to others.
How beautifully someone summed
this up: “Self-sacriﬁce is the ecstasy of
giving the best we have to the one we
love the most.”
The sound of falling water and the
bells of the cows as they graze on the
mountain slopes are the only things audible in this quiet valley. But the sound
of the water is continuous – it never
stops. It is saying over and over again,
“The secret of experiencing true love is
to go lower. Give and give and give, and
serve with joyful abandonment.” O my
Lord! How I thank you!”
Prepare the Way

