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Recently the Lord revealed an important truth to me: Passion is no substitute
for purity.
You see, we can easily slip into thinking that if we get pumped up enough
about God, and get everyone else pumped up enough about Him, that we’ll
all go all the way with Him.
But all the passion in the world is no substitute for purity of heart.
Who is it, according to Jesus in Matthew 5:8, who will see God? The passionate? No, the pure in heart.
And who will go all the way, right on up to the very top of God’s holy hill?
Yes, says Psalm 24, it’s those who have clean hands and pure hearts.
Passion sounds like a good idea to a generation just looking for something,
anything, to get excited about – including Jesus. But scripture doesn’t have
much good to say about our ﬂeshly passion: in fact it’s lumped in with impurity in Colossians 3:5.
I’m all for getting excited about Jesus, but don’t let’s ever be deceived into
thinking that our noise, zeal and enthusiasm can ever short-cut, by-pass or
paper-over the desperate need in these days for God’s people to
be a people of ever-increasing purity. “Above all else, guard your heart, for
it is the wellspring of life. Put away perversity from your mouth; keep corrupt talk far from your lips. Let your eyes look straight ahead, ﬁx your gaze
directly before you (Proverbs 4:23-25).” – John Gardiner

Subscribe... and save!

Enjoy the convenience of having every copy of Prepare the Way delivered to your
home – and save on the cover price, too!
For only R110,00 (including postage and packaging)
you will receive the next 12 issues
(Valid for SA only: all other areas R300 for 12 issues).
Please ﬁll out the form below and post it to:
Prepare the Way
Box 377
Merrivale 3291
Bank account details for internet transfers:
Prepare the Way, Standard Bank, Howick branch.
Branch code: 058-325 Account No: 05 244 9815

Your name….....................................................................................
Address……….….........……….…………………....…….……..….......
……………….…………......….................Postal code…………………
Phone Number….…………...........…………..…………………………
Name & address to which subscription must be posted (if diﬀerent to
above):
……………………....……………….........…………………………..…
………………………………………………………………………......…
………………………............................Postal code....….……...........
Enclosed, please ﬁnd my cheque/postal order for R110,00 to Prepare the Way

Bulk Orders

The most cost-eﬀective way of buying Prepare the Way is to order
in bulk (5 or more copies posted to one address) at only R6 per
magazine. Please contact us for more details
Prepare the Way

The bride of Christ

By John Wright Follette (1883-1966)
EVE was taken OUT of the body
of Adam. Notice that it was not the
whole body of Adam which made
the bride. So, too, out of the Body of
Christ can come His Bride.
This also is brought about by a separation. He calls the overcoming group
His Bride. The whole group, or body, is
not the Bride. The highest expression in
God’s thought, He calls the Bride.
God is using the world to hammer out
a Bride. They Cruciﬁed Jesus. Do you
think we are going to have any more
glorious ending? Don’t worry; we will
have to know something of the fellowship of the suﬀerings and defeat of the
Bridegroom. He went home in shame
and disgrace, without the applause and
satisfaction of the world – He went out
in darkness. Do you think the Bride is
going home on a bandwagon? A lot
of people are trying to get that bandwagon painted up now, so it will play
real good.
Where will the Bride – the overcomers
– be in this picture? She will be identiﬁed with a slain Bridegroom, and the
Bride will know something of being
slain. The Bride of Christ will know the
slain life, and she will go home as a slain
Bride in union with the Bridegroom.
She comes from the desert, leaning. As
long as there is an ounce of ﬂesh, she
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will stand in her own strength. God has
to reduce and deplete her, and bring her
to complete exhaustion of self-eﬀort. In
the Song of Solomon we read: “Who is
this that cometh up from the wilderness, leaning upon her beloved?”
In Hosea 2:14 it says, “I will allure
her, and bring her into the wilderness,
and speak comfortably unto her.” He
charms her and allures her into the
wilderness so that He can speak love
words to her. It is a love scene; a trysting, so that He might speak love words
to her; to have her whole attention; to
have her whole heart.
Leaning means dependence. We see
John at the Last Supper leaning on Jesus’ bosom; there is a language between
them. Jesus waits for somebody to come
near enough to hear His heartbeat
– breaking.
In the Song of Solomon, toward the
end, the Bride becomes so intense with
longing for her Bridegroom, that she
dares to speak. I suppose as we, too, go
on with God, we become so bold in our
resistance to the world that we become
almost oﬀensive to people. They will
say: “Where are your interests? Don’t
you have any feeling for the world?
Can’t you be absorbed in it?” We just
say, “We can’t. We have none.” Our
interests are not here. They are over
there with Him.

The Bride, right in the presence of
that King, declares it, as he turns and
describes her beautifully as she really is.
He describes her, and the world knows
there is something peculiar, because
she won’t come under the philosophy
of this world, but under the philosophy
of the Spirit.
“Forget thy people;” (human contacts)
who have served us. The time comes
when God won’t let us have a crutch to
stand on. He wants to be the satisfying
portion.
“Forget thy people” --it doesn’t mean
we don’t like them any more, but we
don’t let them have an inﬂuence in our
life. We become independent of them;
released. We keep them in their proper
place.
“Forget thy people and thy father’s
house” – a separation as was the case
with Rebekah (Genesis 24). “My father’s house” is our natural concept of
life; the natural ﬂesh concept.
If we dare to lean, we will hear! He
is wooing us again to a mystical union
with the eternal heart of God.
The Church is holding us back from
the coming of the Lord. “Let us be glad
and rejoice, and give honour to Him:
for the marriage of the Lamb is come,
and His wife hath made herself ready
(Revelation 19:7).”
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The Four Soils
by Peter Pollock
WILL I ever forget that initial excitement when I got “born again?” Not
likely! Avidly I started reading the
Bible. I couldn’t get enough videos,
tapes, fellowship, church services or
sermons. I was going to convert the
world in two weeks. It was the greatest
news ever. Jesus Christ is Lord! He is
coming back again!
But I was pretty soon facing reality.
Most others were not nearly as excited
– and I am even talking about church
people. Some shook their heads. Others
made disparaging remarks like “lock
him up for six months!” or “you’re chasing people away” or “hopefully he will
mature one day.”That was the viewpoint
of some.
But the crowds were just not rushing
into the church. There was no revival. In
fact, the opposite was happening, with
many falling away, glibly owning up
to “backsliding” or being “lukewarm.”
I read, too, horror stories about how
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many pastors and preachers didn’t even
last 10 years and how Sunday morning
attendance was decreasing in the U.S.
church.
What’s wrong, Lord? I would ask in
my quiet time. The answer? Simple! All
that I was “perceiving” was accurate in
the biblical context. The road is narrow
and few are saved. It’s about a remnant.
That’s the truth of it!
And the scripture that came to mind
to conﬁrm this was the “four seeds”
in the parable of the Sower (Luke 8:
5-18). Actually, the parable is more
speciﬁcally about “the soils” because the
Sower and the seeds are the same each
time, but it is the soil, the response, that
diﬀers. There were four soils and four
reactions!
And this sadly represents what we
currently experience and has been seen
in the church down the ages in terms
of the diﬀerence between “religion” and
“membership,” and truly being born
again. The alarming aspect is that only

one soil – a quarter, a mere 25 percent
– responds wholeheartedly, and gets
truly saved.
Fifty percent – two of the soils – end
up as nominal and untouched churchgoers having a degree of knowledge and
understanding but not living in the fullness of what God has to oﬀer. Having
a form but denying the power!
Thus it is no small wonder that we see
so many fall away, drop out and lose
interest; why “nominalism” and unbelief
is so rife and – most tragic of all – why
lives just don’t change.
Let’s look more closely at the four
soils.
The ﬁrst one is the wayside, the hard
path. The Bible tells us that the devil
has a great inﬂuence, that he blinds
and binds the minds of the unbelievers.
It is tough out there, and it’s very easy
to get one’s heart hardened by worldly
education and inﬂuence.
It is not being super-spiritual or
“freaky” to suggest that the devil actuPrepare the Way

ally “steals” away the truth of the Gospel
with his innuendos, subtle or otherwise.
As in the Garden of Eden, the devil
sows doubt. It’s nonsense! Naïve! Too
simple! Foolishness!
Aided and abetted by our own ego,
pride, arrogance and “wisdom” we become easy targets. Man is incurably religious, and the devil wallows in that. He
thrives on false doctrines, philosophies
and cults. He is able to deﬂect us with
religion and good works – anything to
keep us away from Jesus.
Satan is the great imposter. He is the
deceiver, a master copycat, and his strategy revolves around undermining the
truth. He knows that there is abundant
life for the believer in the Spirit and so
he relentlessly targets this aspect and in
so doing he leaves “death,” even though
structurally there might be people, a
building and an organisation. He is out
there, and his diabolical conspiracy is
working. Believe it!
The hard path can also often be the
result of life’s circumstances and the
bad experiences that come our way.
Tragedies might overwhelm us and
cause our hearts to harden as we blame
God. Sadly, the due consequences of
such blasphemy are all too evident
around us.
The second soil is the rocky, stony
ground. We like listening to the Word
being preached and though we know it
is true, it does not get through.
It fails to impact us, mostly because
we don’t want to obey or get ourselves
too involved or committed. We “sort
of ” believe, but when things get tough
we lose interest and heart. We love the
“promise” box but hate the “obedience”
box!

Believing includes
obeying
Believing actually incorporates obeying. Jesus reminded us that if we love
Him we will do as He says. But that is
something we are disobediently working through! We receive with “joy” but
there is no root, and our joy in the main
is from the contemplation of blessings
and beneﬁts rather than the consideration of any cost.
Glibly we convert spiritual truths
into material and physical gain and
prosperity, and with heavy emphasis on
Prepare the Way

the experiential and emotional, we are
looking for continuous highs. We even
strive and obsess for this success, blatantly ignoring the biblical injunction
that our strength will be in quietness
and conﬁdence.
The third soil has the thorns! We will
listen and even intellectually absorb
what is said, but our faith is “choked”
by the worries, riches, responsibilities
and pleasures of the world.
We have become paranoid about
money because it does buy power,
inﬂuence and friends. We have learnt
the golden rule – he who has the gold
rules! And we try to justify taking our
Christian walk down that road. We
don’t even fear tangling with the “love
of money” ogre! But, “let no debt remain
outstanding save the debt of love” says
Romans 13:8. It falls on the deaf ears of
those who are hell-bent on defying the
biblical odds as they try to prove that
they can serve both God and money.
We need to get out of debt. You can’t
have what you can’t afford. But the
devil just loves keeping us tied up, and
he does this by extending credit – one
of his greatest iniquities. Proverbs conﬁrms that “the borrower will always be
servant of the lender” and that “the rich
will always govern the poor.”
Owing money is a bad place to be in.
The devil just loves to lend so you can
worry about paying it back. What a
great nightmare, facing a jury of your
bank managers and creditors.
Today, the more accounts you have,
the deeper in debt, the easier it is to get
more credit. The brotherhood of debt
is just getting bigger every day and we
fool ourselves into believing that it’s all
part of a boom.
Money problems and debt pull the
trigger on most suicides, murders and
divorces. Money feeds greed, pride and
our covetous spirit – and the devil is
laughing all the way to the bank. Get
out of debt!
Another great obsession is sex. We do
live in a world of lies and exaggerations.
We don’t have to look much further
than advertising claims and the activities of politicians to recognise that truth
is a rare commodity. The daily “soapies”
preach their immorality and the viewers become more and more attuned to
amorality.
Adultery and pornography have es-

tablished a foothold in society, not to
mention that even what the Bible regards as an abomination is now acceptable. Sin has fancy names and medical
justiﬁcations. But, believe it or not, sex
is a special sin (1 Corinthians 6:9-19)
and carries consequences.
In the Old Testament there are laws
galore, and the ones concerning sex
abound. Read Leviticus 18 about fornication, homosexuality and incest, and
Proverbs about adultery.

Why is God so
explicit?
Why is God so explicit about sexual
sin? Because it is so important and there
needs to be no doubt or confusion! The
marriage bed is sacred. Why is there
that “emptiness” after adultery? Why
do we feel dirty and deﬁled after illicit
sex? Because it is wrong!
Five minutes of lust has ruined so
many lives. These are thorny issues that
maintain a stranglehold on multitudes
of church adherents and prevent them
from gaining any release as believers.
Finally, there is the good soil. It is in
this soil that we ﬁnd the soft hearts.
Their ears are wide open to hear. They
are honest with themselves, recognising
their inadequacies. It is not easy to come
to this point of self-realisation – that we
are sinners, lost and heading for hell!
The hearts in the “good soil” are not
in denial, not hard and egotistical, but
wide open to listen. Listening is so
important, because it is not a natural
inclination for the human being. Jesus,
the Sower and the seed, is received with
open arms.
It is a decision of the heart and will,
and these respondents bear fruit. They
can’t get enough and they cling on
for dear life to the greatest discovery
of their lives. Their commitment and
conviction causes them to “spread,”
aﬀecting and infecting those around
– 30 times, 60 times, 100 times. That’s
transformation and fruit!
What about that 50 percent? That
is the great “untapped” resource for
revival. In the church aisles and pews,
that’s where the unadulterated uncompromised Gospel needs to be preached
to replace those “feel-good” messages
that are having no aﬀect on the “rocky”
and “thorny” soils!
5

Jesus Christ,
my healer
by A.B. Simpson
ALL that I know of divine healing, the
Lord had to teach me Himself in my
own life. I was not permitted to read
anything but His Word on this subject
until long after I had learned to trust
Him wholly for myself. For more than
20 years I suﬀered from many illnesses
and disabilities.
I became, at 21, the ambitious pastor of a large, city church. Plunging
headlong into my work, I broke down
with heart trouble and had to go away
for months of rest, returning at length
– as it seemed to me at the time – to die.
Rallying, however, and slowly recovering in part, I laboured on for years with
the help of constant remedies.
While in Europe I ventured to the top
of the Righi in Switzerland by rail, and I
tried to climb the high Campanile stairs
in Florence. As the terror of imminent
suﬀocation swept over me, I resolved
that I would never venture into such
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peril again. God knows how many hundred times in my earlier ministry, when
preaching in my pulpit or ministering
by a grave, it seemed I would fall in the
midst of the service or drop into that
open grave.
Several years later two other lengthy
illnesses came, and again and again
during these terrible seasons it seemed
that the last drops of my life were ebbing out.
I struggled through my work most of
the time and was considered a hard and
successful worker, but my good people
always thought me so “delicate,” and I
grew weary of being sympathised with
every time they met me.
A few months before I took Christ as
my Healer, a prominent doctor in New
York spoke to me about my health and
told me I wouldn’t last more than a

few months. He recommended I take
immediate measures in order preserve
my life.
I went for a time to Saratoga Springs
and while there, one Sunday afternoon,
I wandered out to where the jubilee
singers were leading the music in an
evangelistic service.
Suddenly, I heard the chorus: “My
Jesus is the Lord of lords: No man can
work like Him.” The singers sang it
over and over again: “No man can work
like Him.”
It fell upon me like a spell. It fascinated me. It seemed like a voice from
heaven. It possessed my whole being. I
took Him to be my Lord of lords, and
went forth from that old-fashioned
service remembering nothing else, but
strangely lifted up forevermore.
A few weeks later I went with my family to the beach. While there, I lived on
the very seashore and went occasionally
to the meetings on the campground but
only once or twice took part in them.
I had not yet committed myself fully
to the truth or experience of divine
healing, but I had been very interested
in it for years. Several years before this
I had given myself to the Lord in full
consecration and taken Him for my
indwelling righteousness.

Advised that it was
presumption
Soon afterward I attempted to take
the Lord as my Healer, and for a while,
as long as I trusted Him, He sustained
me wonderfully. But afterward, being
advised by a devout Christian physician
that it was presumption, I abandoned
my simple dependence upon God
alone and so ﬂoundered and stumbled
for years. As I heard of isolated cases,
I never dared to doubt them or question that God did sometimes heal.
For myself, however, the truth had no
practical power.
But that summer I heard a great
number of people testify that they had
been healed by simply trusting the
Word of Christ, just as they would for
their salvation. It drove me to my Bible.
I determined that I must settle this
matter one way or the other.
At His feet alone, with my Bible open
and with no one to help or guide me, I
became convinced that this was part of
Christ’s glorious Gospel for a sinful and
Prepare the Way

suﬀering world and the purchase of His
blessed cross for all who would believe
and receive His Word. That was enough.
I could not believe this and then refuse
to take it for myself, for I felt that I dare
not hold any truth in God’s Word as a
mere theory or teach to others what
I had not personally proved. And so
I made to God these three great and
eternal pledges:
I solemnly accept this truth as part
of Your Word and of the Gospel
of Christ, and, God helping me, I shall
never question it until I meet You.
I take the Lord Jesus as my physical life for all the needs of my body
until my lifework is done.
I solemnly agree to use this blessing for the glory of God and the
good of others, and to speak of it and
minister it in any way in which God
may call me in future.
It had only been a few moments, but I
knew that something was done. Every
ﬁbre of my soul was tingling with a
sense of God’s presence. I do not know
whether my body felt better or not; I
didn’t care to feel it. How glorious it
was to simply believe and to know that
He had it in hand.
I saw that when a thing was settled
with God, it was never to be unsettled.
I think in the early days of the work of
faith to which God afterward called me,
I was as much helped by a holy fear of
doubting God as by any of the joys and
raptures of His presence or promises.
These little words often shone like
a living fire in my Bible: “But my
righteous one will live by faith. And if
he shrinks back, I will not be pleased
with him (Hebrews 10:38).” What the
enemy desired was to get me to doubt
the certainty and completeness of the
transaction, and God mercifully held
me back from it.
The next day I started to New Hampshire. Nearby was a high mountain; I
was asked to join a small party that
was to climb it. I shrank back at once,
remembering the dread of heights that
had always overshadowed me.
Then came the solemn, searching
thought, If you fear or refuse to go, it
is because you do not believe that God
has healed you. If you have taken Him
for your strength, need you fear to do
anything to which He calls you? I felt it
was God’s thought. I felt my fear would
be pure unbelief, and I told God that in
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His strength I would go.
And so I ascended that mountain. At
ﬁrst it seemed as if it would take my
last breath. I felt all the old weakness
and physical dread; I found I had in
myself no more strength than ever. But
over against my weakness and suﬀering, I became conscious that there was
another Presence. There was a divine
strength reached out to me if I would
have it, take it, claim it, hold it and
persevere in it.

The wolf and the Shepherd
walked on either side
On one side there seemed to press
upon me a weight of death, on the other
an inﬁnite Life. I became overwhelmed
with the one or uplifted with the other
just as I shrank or pressed forward,
just as I feared or trusted. I seemed to
walk between them, and the one that
I touched possessed me. The wolf and
the Shepherd walked on either side,
but the blessed Shepherd did not let
me turn away.
I pressed closer, closer, closer to His
bosom, and every step seemed stronger
until, when I reached that mountaintop,
I seemed to be at the gate of heaven,
and the world of weakness and fear
was lying at my feet. Thank God, from
that time I have had a new heart in this
breast, literally as well as spiritually, and
Christ has been its glorious life.
With deep gratitude to God I can
truly say – hundreds being my witnesses
– that for many years I have been permitted to labour for the dear Lord in
summer’s heat or winter’s cold without
interruption, without a single season
of protracted rest, and with increasing
comfort, strength and delight. Life has
had for me a zest and labour, an exhilaration that I never knew in the days of
my childhood.
A few months after my healing, He
called me into the special pastoral,
evangelistic and literary work which
has since engaged my time and energy
and which I can truthfully say has involved fourfold more labour, than any
previous period of my life. Yet I desire
to record my testimony to the honour
and glory of Christ, that it has been a
continual delight and seldom any burden or fatigue and very much easier in
every way than the far lighter tasks of
former years.

However, I have been conscious all
the time that I was not using my own
natural strength. I would not dare to
attempt to do for a single week in my
own strength what I am doing now.
With every breath I am intensely aware
that I am drawing my vitality from a
directly supernatural source and that it
keeps pace with the calls and necessities
of my work.
Hence, at the close of a day of double
labour, I will often be conscious of
double vigour and feel like beginning
again and, indeed, almost reluctant to
have even sleep interrupt the delightful
privilege of service.
I believe and am sure that it is nothing
else than the life of Christ manifested in
my mortal ﬂesh (2 Corinhians 4:11).
Once or twice since I took the Lord
for my strength, I have felt so wonderfully well that I began to trust in the
God-given strength. In a moment I
felt it was about to fail me, and the
Lord instantly compelled me to look to
Him as my continual strength and not
even depend upon the strength He had
already given. This is a life of constant
dependence on Christ, physically as
well as spiritually.
I know many others who have entered
into the same blessed experience. I only
want to consecrate and use it more and
more for Him. I feel it is a sacred and
holy trust. And I so wish that my weary,
broken-down and overladen brethren
could but taste its exquisite joy and its
all-suﬃcient strength.

Able to accomplish more
than ever
I would like to add that I have found
the same divine help for my mind and
brain as for my body. Having much
writing and speaking to do, I have given
my pen and my tongue to Christ to
possess and use, and He has so helped
me that my literary work has never been
a labour. He has enabled me to think
much more rapidly and to accomplish
much more work than ever before.
It is very simple and humble work,
but it is all through Him and, I trust,
for Him only. I believe that, with its
simplicity, it has been more used to help
His children and glorify His Name than
all the elaborate preparation and toil
of the weary years that went before. To
Him be all the praise.
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When

prayer
brought revival
by J. Edwin Orr.
DR A. T. Pierson once said, “There
has never been a spiritual awakening
in any country or locality that did
not begin in united prayer.” Let me
recount what God has done through
concerted, united, sustained prayer.
Not many people realise that in the
wake of the American Revolution (following 1776-1781) there was a moral
slump. Drunkenness became epidemic.
Out of a population of ﬁve million people, 300 000 were conﬁrmed drunkards;
they were burying 15 000 of them each
year. Profanity was of the most shocking
kind. Women were afraid to go out at
night for fear of assault, bank robberies
were a daily occurrence.
What about the churches? The Methodists were losing more members than
they were gaining. The Baptists said
that they had their most wintry season.
The Presbyterians in general assembly
deplored the nation’s ungodliness.
The Lutherans were so languishing
that they discussed uniting with the
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Episcopalians who were even worse oﬀ.
The Chief Justice of the United States,
John Marshall, wrote to the Bishop
of Virginia, James Madison, that the
Church “was too far gone ever to be
redeemed.” Voltaire stated and Tom
Paine echoed, “Christianity will be
forgotten in 30 years.”
Take the liberal arts colleges at that
time. A poll taken at Harvard had
discovered not one believer in the
whole student body. They took a poll
at Princeton, a much more evangelical
place, where they discovered only two
believers in the student body, and only
ﬁve who did not belong to the ﬁlthy
speech movement of that day.
Students held a mock communion
at Williams College, and they put on
antiChristian plays at Dartmouth. They
took a Bible out of a local Presbyterian
church in New Jersey, and they burnt it
in a public bonﬁre. Christians were so
few on campus in the 1790s that they
met in secret and kept their minutes in
code so that no one would know.

How did the situation change? It came
through a concert of prayer.
This movement had started in Britain
through William Carey, Andrew Fuller
and John Sutcliﬀe and other leaders
who began what the British called the
Union of Prayer. Hence, the year after
John Wesley died (he died in 1791),
the second great awakening began and
swept Great Britain.
In New England, there was a man of
prayer named Isaac Backus, a Baptist
pastor, who in 1794, when conditions
were at their worst, addressed an urgent
plea for prayer for revival to pastors of
every Christian denomination in the
United States.
Churches knew that their backs were
to the wall. All the churches adopted
the plan until America, like Britain
was interlaced with a network of prayer
meetings, which set aside the ﬁrst Monday of each month to pray. It was not
long before revival came.
When the revival reached the frontier
in Kentucky, it encountered a people
really wild and irreligious. Congress
had discovered that in Kentucky there
had not been more than one court of
justice held in ﬁve years. The decent
people in Kentucky formed regiments
of vigilantes to ﬁght for law and order,
then fought a pitched battle with outlaws and lost.

Weeping & mourning
There was a Scottish/Irish Presbyterian minister named James McGready
whose chief claim to fame was that he
was so ugly that he attracted attention.
McGready settled in Logan County,
pastor of three little churches. He wrote
in his diary that the winter of 1799 for
the most part was “weeping and mourning with the people of God.” Lawlessness prevailed everywhere.
McGready was such a man of prayer
that not only did he promote the concert of prayer every ﬁrst Monday of the
month, but he got his people to pray for
him at sunset on Saturday evening and
sunrise Sunday morning. Then in the
summer of 1800 come the great Kentucky revival. Eleven thousand people
came to a communion service.
Out of that second great awakening,
came the whole modern missionary
movement and its societies. Out of it
came the abolition of slavery, popular
education, Bible Societies, Sunday
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Schools, and many social beneﬁts accompanying the evangelistic drive.
Following the second great awakening, which continued into the turn of
the 19th century, conditions again deteriorated. America was seriously divided
over the issue of slavery, and people
were making money lavishly.

More than a million
converted
In September 1857, a man of prayer,
Jeremiah Lanphier, started a businessmen’s prayer meeting in the upper
room of the Dutch Reformed Church
Consistory Building in Manhattan. In
response to his advertisement, only six
people out of a population of a million
showed up. But the following week
there were 14, and then 23 when it was
decided to meet everyday for prayer. By
late winter they were ﬁlling the Dutch
Reformed Church, then the Methodist Church on John Street, then Trinity Episcopal Church on Broadway at
Wall Street. In February and March of
1858, every church and public hall in
downtown New York was ﬁlled.
Horace Greeley, the famous editor,
sent a reporter with horse and buggy
racing round the prayer meetings to see
how many men were praying. In one
hour he could get to only 12 meetings,
but he counted 6 100 men attending.
Then a landslide of prayer began,
which overﬂowed to the churches in the
evenings. People began to be converted,
10 000 a week in New York City alone.
The movement spread throughout New
England, the church bells bringing people to prayer three times a day.
More than a million people were
converted to God in one year out of
a population of 30 million. Then that
same revival jumped the Atlantic, appeared in Ulster, Scotland and Wales,
then England, parts of Europe, South
Africa and South India. It sent mission
pioneers to many countries. Effects
were felt for 40 years. Having begun in
a movement of prayer, it was sustained
by a movement of prayer.
That movement lasted for a generation, but at the turn of the century there
was need of awakening again. So all
around the world believers were praying that there might be another great
awakening in the 20th century.
In the revival of 1905, I read of a young
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man who became a famous professor,
Kenneth Scott Latourette. He reported
that, at Yale in 1905, 25% of the student
body were enrolled in prayer meetings
and in Bible study.
As far as churches were concerned, the
ministers of Atlantic City reported that
of a population of 50 000 there were
only 50 adults left unconverted. Take
Portland in Oregon: 240 major stores
closed from 11 to 2 each day to enable
people to attend prayer meetings, signing an agreement so that no one would
cheat and stay open.
That is what was happening in the
United States in 1905. But how did
it begin?
Most people have heard of the Welsh
Revival which started in 1904. It began
as a movement of prayer.
Seth Joshua, the Presbyterian evangelist, came to Newcastle Emlyn College where a former coal miner, Evan
Roberts aged 26, was studying for the
ministry. The students were so moved
that they asked if they could attend
Joshua’s next campaign nearby.
So they cancelled classes to go to
Blaenanerch where Seth Joshua prayed
publicly, “O God, bend us.” Evan Roberts went forward where he prayed with
great agony, “O God, bend me.”
Upon his return he could not concentrate on his studies. He went to the
principal of his college and explained,
“I keep hearing a voice that tells me I
must go home and speak to our young
people in my home church. Principal
Phillips, is that the voice of the devil
or the voice of the Spirit?”
Principal Phillips answered wisely,
“The devil never gives orders like that.
You can have a week oﬀ.” So he went
back home to Loughor and announced
to the pastor, “I’ve come to preach.”
The pastor was not at all convinced,
but asked, “How about speaking at the
prayer meeting on Monday?”
He did not even let him speak to the
prayer meeting, but told the praying
people, “Our young brother, Evan Roberts, feels he has a message for you if you
care to wait.” Seventeen people waited
behind, and were impressed with the
directness of the young man’s words.
Evan Roberts told his fellow members,
“I have a message for you from God.
You must confess any known sin to
God and put any wrong done to others
right. Second, you must put away any

doubtful habit. Third, you must obey
the Spirit promptly. Finally, you must
confess your faith in Christ publicly.”
By 10 o’clock all 17 had responded.
The pastor was so pleased that he asked,
“How about speaking at the mission
service tomorrow night? Midweek
service Wednesday night?”
He preached all week, and was asked
to stay another week. Then the break
came. Suddenly the dull ecclesiastical
columns in the Welsh papers changed:
“Great crowds of people drawn to
Loughor.”
The main road between Llanelly and
Swansea on which the church was situated was packed with people trying to
get into the church. Shopkeepers closed
early to ﬁnd a place in the big church.

No ordinary
gathering
Now the news was out. A reporter
was sent down and he described vividly
what he saw: a strange meeting which
closed at 4.25 in the morning, and even
then people did not seem willing to go
home. There was a very British summary: “I felt that this was no ordinary
gathering.”
Next day, every grocery shop in that
industrial valley was emptied of groceries by people attending the meetings, and on Sunday every church was
ﬁlled.
The movement went like a tidal wave
over Wales, in ﬁve months 100 000
people were converted throughout
the country. Five years later, Dr J. V.
Morgan wrote a book to debunk the
revival, his main criticism being that,
of 100 000 joining the churches in ﬁve
months of excitement, after ﬁve years
only 75 000 still stood in the membership of those churches!
The social impact was astounding.
For example, judges were presented
with white gloves, not a case to try;
no robberies, no burglaries, no rapes,
no murders, and no embezzlements,
nothing. District councils held emergency meetings to discuss what to do
with the police now that they were
unemployed.
The revival swept Britain, Scandinavia,
Germany, North America, Australasia, Africa, Brazil, Mexico, Chile. As
always, it began through a movement
of prayer.
9

The rapture is coming:

believe it or not

by Paul Proctor
THERE is an enormous controversy
brewing among professing Christians
today as to whether or not there is
going to be a Rapture of the Church.
Many who criticise those who believe
in the Rapture do so, not out of an
understanding of scripture but rather
out of a zealous resentment for lazy,
complacent and irresponsible Christians shirking their duty to resist evil
in the world.
I couldn’t agree more that there is
a systemic failure on the part of the
church today to confront evil and
rebuke sin. Satan has clearly made
capitulating cronies out of many postmodern Christians, convincing them
that “turning the other cheek” actually
means looking the other way, when it
comes to addressing overt transgres10

sions against God and man, leading the
Church at large into an immoral pact
of sorts that says: For the sake of Results
and Relationships, I won’t criticise your
sin if you won’t criticise mine.
But friends, this is nothing short of
organised crime against The Almighty
for the gratiﬁcation, gloriﬁcation, and
justiﬁcation of sinful man. It encourages
us to convert God’s grace into spiritual
spinelessness so we can have our cake
and eat it too and be called a Witness
for Jesus Christ without actually having
to act like one or suﬀer any personal
loss or adverse consequences for our
professed faith in the only begotten
Son of God.
Scripture, in fact, teaches something
totally diﬀerent:
“Those who continue in sin, rebuke in
the presence of all, so that the rest also

will be fearful of sinning (1 Timothy
5:20).”
“And have no fellowship with the
unfruitful works of darkness, but rather
reprove them (Ephesians 5:11).”
These scriptures illustrate with crystal
clarity the illegitimacy of the church
growth movement and its new reformation of sin-tolerant love; a seeker sensitivity that seduces Churchaterians into
an eﬀeminate faith that hides behind a
positive-only, chit chat, save-my-selfesteem spirituality so as to protect and
promote those sacred Results and Relationships that grow apostate fellowships into mega-mausoleums for the
living dead by cordially inviting visitors
and prospects to “connect” or “plug in”
rather than “repent,” and “take up your
cross” to follow Jesus as He commands
(Matthew 4:17 & Mark 10:21).
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However, do not let those who have
rightly condemned the reckless neglect
of cowardly Christians convince you
that there will be no Rapture of the
Church. It is not a handy escape from
persecution, but rather a glorious deliverance from God’s Wrath. Persecution
and Wrath are two entirely diﬀerent
things; so don’t make the mistake of
confusing the two, even though they
may seem similar. That’s where much
of the confusion lies.

Not appointed to
wrath
“For God has not appointed us to
wrath, but to obtain salvation by our
Lord Jesus Christ, Who died for us,
that, whether we wake or sleep, we
should live together with Him (1 Thessalonians 5:9-10 ).”
It is said: “If you want to know what
God will do in the future, just look at
what He has done in the past.” That is
why it is so crucial that we study the
scriptures for answers to the issues of
life rather than cite the latest poll or
embrace the latest church teaching.
God’s Work and Will among men are
recorded there for our instruction. But
one has to believe God and search the
scriptures faithfully to know what that
instruction is; otherwise they will likely
be led astray by the fashionable theories
and passions of renowned men and ﬁnd
themselves ensnared by Machiavellian
machinations that come from the heart
of rebellion.
Noah endured the wicked world
around him; yet when it came time for
God’s Wrath to be poured out upon
the Earth in the form of a great ﬂood,
he and his family were delivered from
it in an Ark that the Lord commanded
him to build. This is a type and shadow
of the Rapture – an illustration for our
ediﬁcation of God protecting and rescuing His Own from judgement.
“For the coming of the Son of Man
will be just like the days of Noah. For
as in those days before the ﬂood they
were eating and drinking, marrying and
giving in marriage, until the day that
Noah entered the ark, and they did not
understand until the ﬂood came and
took them all away; so will the coming
of the Son of Man be. Then there will
be two men in the ﬁeld; one will be
taken and one will be left. Two women
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will be grinding at the mill; one will be
taken and one will be left. Therefore be
on the alert, for you do not know which
day your Lord is coming (Matthew
24:37-42).”
A tormented Lot was patiently escorted out of Sodom and Gomorrah
along with his family shortly before
God’s Wrath rained down fire and
brimstone from the heavens. He too
suﬀered for his faith in a wicked place;
but in the end was Raptured away to
safety in a Divine deliverance from
God’s Wrath.
“It was the same as happened in the
days of Lot: they were eating, they
were drinking, they were buying, they
were selling, they were planting, they
were building; but on the day that Lot
went out from Sodom it rained ﬁre and
brimstone from heaven and destroyed
them all (Luke 17:28-29).”
The Lord didn’t command Moses to
return to Egypt to, conquer it, “transition it” or “transform it” into a godly
place. Nor was he instructed to ﬁnd
common ground with Pharaoh, strike
a deal, make friends or even learn how
to get along with him for the sake of
Results and Relationship. No, he was
sent back to lead God’s Chosen out of
that wicked place because it was His
Will that they be delivered; and it is
still His Will today.
So as it was, so shall it be; the Rapture
of God’s Own; not from the growing
persecution and hardship around us;
but from the terrible Wrath that is
coming upon the Earth as described
in Revelation.

The kingdom
they build will
soon be ruled by
the antichrist
Those who endeavour to “change the
world” and make it a better place for
Christ and His Church or take it back
by force or persuasion to build God’s
Kingdom here on Earth, by and large,
reject or downplay the notion of a coming Rapture because it doesn’t ﬁt their
global agenda or Dominionist worldview. Thinking they do God service,
they in fact condemn those who look
toward that glorious day of deliverance,
not realising, in their pride and delusion that the kingdom they build will

soon be ruled by the antichrist, where
many who call themselves Christians
will worship and serve him thinking
he is the Christ. Because they did not
know or believe the Word of God but
instead allowed themselves to be guided
by their own pride, wisdom, emotions,
ambitions and senses, they will be left
to receive the “wages of sin.”
“And for this cause God shall send
them strong delusion, that they should
believe a lie: That they all might be
damned who believed not the truth,
but had pleasure in unrighteousness (2
Thessalonians 2:11-12).”
But still our Saviour returns; and in
the Father’s time, to deliver those of us
who are not ashamed at His coming!
“For the Lord himself shall descend
from heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in Christ
shall rise ﬁrst: Then we which are alive
and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be
with the Lord (1 Thessalonians 4:16
-17).”
The Rapture is not provided so Christians can sit smugly on the sidelines
with a smiley face and wave bye-bye
to a Hell-bound world. It is the hope
of deliverance from the Wrath of God
held by those who courageously stand,
speak out and proclaim the Word of
God at the risk of alienation, persecution, torture and death that they may
be counted worthy witnesses for Jesus
Christ.
“Behold, I show you a mystery; We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed (1 Corinthians 15:51-52).”
© 2006 Paul Proctor – All Rights Reserved

“That very church
which the world likes
best is sure to be that
which God abhors.”
Charles Haddon Spurgeon
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Much
to
rejoice
over...
by Helen Gardiner
“The wilderness and the wasteland shall
be glad for them,
And the desert shall rejoice and blossom
as the rose;
It shall blossom abundantly and rejoice,
Even with joy and singing (Isaiah
35:1&2).”
“Many shall be puriﬁed, made white, and
reﬁned, but the wicked shall do wickedly;
and none of the wicked shall understand,
but the wise shall understand (Daniel
12:10).”
WATCH out for that ! Don’t do this. Deal
with that wickedness. Repent of such sin.
So goes the heart-cry of the John the
Baptist type of prophetic ministry.
Such ministry is absolutely vital in
these days, and may these mouths
never be stopped, as the Lord uses
such to point the way of truth, light
and maturity to the Body of Christ;
and to prepare His Bride to become,
even in the eyes of the world, a Bride
without spot and blemish.
However, in the midst of all that is
wrong and needs to be righted, Christ’s
Body on earth needs to be fuelled with
faith, hope, trust and rejoicing in a
God, whose Morning Star is certainly
arising in the hearts of those who truly
are His.
Yes, there is much to despair over – but
there is so much more to rejoice over.
There is sometimes talk of a faithful
remnant in the Church over whom the
Lord rejoices; those whom the Lord
is using mightily for the extension of
His Kingdom, or ones whom the Lord
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is preparing for service. But, one of the
wonderful things I have learnt, through
the ministry of this magazine and when
I have had the privilege of ministering
personally to the Body at large, is how
big that remnant actually is.
Truly, the Lord has His people everywhere, and this ﬁlls me with such hope
and expectation of a glorious moving
of His Holy Spirit before, even, King
Jesus returns.

Wooing, healing and
restoring
God’s people are hungry for Him, passionate for Him, desirous of His truth
and His ways… why? Because He has
been doing a work by His Spirit and
His Word. He has been wooing them
with His love, healing and restoring
them, establishing Himself as the Great
Lover; then revealing Himself as the
Almighty and Glorious King, worthy of
all worship, honour and reverence.
He has been recreating willing bond-

slaves of love whose greatest passion is
to love and obey their King.
The elect, who have made it their
business to come to know Jesus Christ,
will not be deceived. In John 11:27-29,
Jesus says, “My sheep hear My voice,
and I know them, and they follow
Me. And I give them eternal life, and
they shall never perish; Neither shall
anyone snatch them out of My hand.
My Father, who has given them to
Me, is greater than all, and no one is
able to snatch them out of My Father’s
hand.”
Let’s consider 1 John 2:18-21: “Little
children, it is the last hour, and as you
have heard that the Antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have
come, by which we know that it is the
last hour. They went out from us, but
they were not of us, for if they had been
of us, they would have continued with
us, but they went out that they might
be made manifest, that none of them
were of us.
“But you have an anointing from the
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1 John 2:26-27: “These things I have
written to you concerning those who try
to deceive you. But the anointing which
you have received from Him abides in
you, and you do not need that anyone
teach you; but as the same anointing
teaches you concerning all things, and
is true, and is not a lie, and just as it has
taught you, you will abide in Him.”

He will ensure they
are fed the right food

Holy One, and you know all things. I
have not written to you because you
do not know the truth, but because
you know it, and that no lie is of the
truth.”
When we truly belong to the Lord, He
gives us “an anointing from the Holy
One” and that gives us the discernment
to distinguish the voice of the Good
Shepherd, from the lying impostor, or
antichrist spirit.
How often, do we ﬁnd ourselves sitting under teaching or counsel, and that
anointing within is operating. There
is a discerning going on within. The
stuﬀ you are hearing with the outer
ear, you’re busy dividing through the
anointing within. There may be things
said that, while you know they are appealing to your ﬂesh, are contrary to the
way of the Spirit and the Word. So you
reject them. The preacher may be telling
you that you should be getting excited
about what’s being said, but there is no
“Amen” in your spirit.
John in his epistle goes on to say in
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So our Lord, knows those who are
His, and He is committed to them and
He will ensure that they are fed the
right food, that they grow and mature
and become the beautiful Bride He
wants them to be. All that, He will do
– despite the reality of apostate and
false teachers, and every wolf in sheep’s
clothing.
Incidentally, John is not here seeking
to contradict Paul’s instruction on the
ﬁve-fold ministry of Ephesians 4:11-16
– “And He Himself gave some to be
apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers,
for the equipping of the saints for the
work of ministry, for the edifying of the
body of Christ, till we all come to the
unity of the faith and of the knowledge
of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to
the measure of the stature of the fullness
of Christ…”
John is rather pointing out that in
the absence of a true teacher, or in the
presence of a false one, His anointing
will still teach and lead His disciples
into all truth.
So, as we look at this net of the Church
on the earth today, we need to know we
are looking at wheat and chaﬀ together,
good ﬁsh and bad ﬁsh together; good
ﬁgs and bad ﬁgs together, four diﬀerent
type of soil, only one of which is going
to produce a harvest; sheep and goats,
along with wolves in sheep’s clothing,
genuine disciples and churchgoers, and
so on.
God alone knows the true state of any
heart, which is why we need to leave
the separating of the good and bad,
the true and false, to His angels, at the
end of the age.
Meanwhile, God continues to honour
and reveal Himself to all sincere seekers
after the truth in these days. Increasingly more, I hear of instances where
Jesus has personally revealed Himself

to some sincere God-seeker, who may
be on a wrong path, pursuing a false
religion. Jesus is well able to do His
own evangelising.
I remember a few years ago, we were
hosting a conference at our local church;
Greg Hinnant was the guest speaker
and teacher. Before the conference, John
and I received a call from a young man,
Johannes. He told us that we were like
a spiritual father and mother to him,
because since coming to the Lord, he
had received much instruction and
input through Joy! magazine.
This young man lived truly in the
rural sticks, but he caught a bus and
came to the conference. Johannes, as
it transpired, was one whom the Lord
had personally evangelised. One day,
the Holy Spirit simply convicted him,
when he was all on his own, of the fact
that he was a sinner, needing to repent,
receive forgiveness through Jesus Christ
and follow Him.
When Johannes tried to tell his
friends about his experience, they told
him, “It is only you, Johannes, who are
a sinner, and who needs to do this.” He
later found a Church to attend, and
began to read Joy! magazine.
It was easy for us to ﬁnd a special place
in our hearts for Johannes, with his
sweet, gentle and teachable spirit. New
experiences for Him, during his time
with us, included seeing TV on a bus,
eating a McDonald’s hamburger, and
being baptised in the Holy Spirit.

Bigger and smaller...
So, yes, Jesus Christ, the Head of
the true Church is still on the Throne.
While His Church is certainly smaller
than the apostates would have us believe, His true Church is also a whole
lot bigger than those who can only see
the negative, would have us believe.
The other day, the still, small voice
of the Holy Spirit whispered to me…
“Helen, you know the true state of My
Church is not all sour balls and lemons… there is actually so much that I
can rejoice over. Open your eyes and
have more faith in Me.”
For behold, “The wilderness and the
wasteland shall be glad for them, and
the desert shall rejoice and blossom as
the rose; It shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice, even with joy and singing
(Isaiah 35:1&2).”
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The
monkey
on your
back!

by Ray Comfort
S O M E O N E re cently sent me an
article titled “Getting The Monkey
Off Your Back,”
whic h had been
published in a respected Christian magazine. In the
article the author freely confessed
that he had never once witnessed to
a stranger, bravely admitting, “I’m
chicken.”
Then he said, “My mom was chicken
too. When she was in the last months
of her life after a long bout with breast
cancer, I visited her in her hospital room
late one night. It was quiet, except for
the hiss of the oxygen ﬂowing through
the tube. I was bent over her bed, holding her hand, when I noticed a silent
tear slip down her cheek.
“I whispered, ‘Hey, what’s the matter?
What are these tears for?’ ‘I’ve never
talked to anyone about their soul,’ she
said with a touch of shame. There
was my mom – a selﬂess, godly, little
old lady, not sure she would make it
through the night – worried that she
had failed at evangelism. She was ﬁghting the monkey on her back.”
He then said that he had heard
preachers talk about witnessing to
strangers on planes, implying that each
of us could share with the unsaved. That
left him with a monkey on his own
back. Then he said, “Well, maybe you
can, but my bet is you won’t. Even more,
I’ll bet the guy beside you on the plane
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will be better oﬀ if you don’t try.”
Why would unsaved people be better
oﬀ if we didn’t try to witness to them?
He believes it’s because they have no
“felt need” for God. “They thrive on
self-suﬃciency. They don’t need God,
and they don’t have time to think
about it.”
He maintained that they won’t listen
“until there’s a disruption, such as an
illness, unemployment, a failing marriage, a child in crisis, or a serious accident.” Therein lies the tragic fruit of
the methods of modern evangelism. It
keeps quiet until there is a disruption.

Wait for the Oar to
Break
Recently, a friend told me that a
Christian woman went into her house,
closed the door, fell on the ﬂoor, and
pleaded with God to forgive her. Her
ﬁancé’s father had suddenly committed
suicide. There were no warning signs.
He wasn’t saved, and she had never
bothered to witness to him. A disruption never came.
The “Disruption Theory” is about as
credible as the theory of evolution.
The monkey on the back eventually
evolves into a chicken in the heart. This
happens as a natural result of forsak-

ing the proven principles of biblical
evangelism.
Think of a man who is rowing a boat
that is being pulled downstream by a
strong current. He doesn’t know that
just over the river’s horizon is a 100metre waterfall that violently drops on
to jagged rocks. You know where he’s
heading so you quickly throw a rope
toward the boat, and sigh with relief
as it falls across its bow. But to your
amazement the man ignores it and
keeps vainly rowing against the strong
current.
He is being pulled closer and closer to
the massive falls. You know that he will
die if he keeps rowing. All he needs to
do to be saved is to stop rowing and take
hold of the rope, and from there you can
pull him to safety. So do you think that
you should call out a warning about the
100-metre waterfall? The author of the
article says that you shouldn’t. Don’t say
a word. Simply wait and hope that perhaps one of his oars will break, or possibly his boat will spring a leak. Maybe
then he will consider taking hold of the
rope... if he has a mind to.
The article’s author encourages you
to keep your mouth shut, which is the
exact opposite of what Scripture commands us to do. We are told to “warn
every man (Colossians 1:28)” and to
“preach the gospel to every creature
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(Mark 16:15).” Paul said, “Woe is me
if I do not preach the gospel (1 Corinthians 9:16),” and he asks for prayer,
“that utterance may be given to me,
that... I may speak boldly, as I ought to
speak (Ephesians 6:19).” Then he says,
“Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ
(1 Corinthians 11:1).”
God Himself admonished Ezekiel of
the need to warn the lost. He said, “Son
of man, I have made you a watchman
for the house of Israel; therefore hear a
word from My mouth, and give them
warning from Me: When I say to the
wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ and you
give him no warning, nor speak to
warn the wicked from his wicked way,
to save his life, that same wicked man
shall die in his iniquity; but his blood
I will require at your hand (Ezekiel
3:17,18).”
Paul took that divine warning personally, telling his hearers that he was free
from their blood, because he didn’t hold
back from declaring to them “the whole
counsel of God (Acts 20:27).”

Our Bounden Duty
The “monkey” that weighs heavy on
my back, pressuring me to speak to a
stranger in a plane, is my conscience. It
burdens me because I know that if the
person dies in his sins he will go to an
everlasting hell. That thought horriﬁes
me. I speak to him because I identify
with Paul’s statement, “Knowing, therefore, the terror of the Lord, we persuade
men (2 Corinthians 5:11).” I know that
if the ultimate disruption of death suddenly snatches a sinner into eternity, it
will then be too late to warn him.
Shortly before his death, Dr Bill
Bright, founder of Campus Crusade
for Christ, said, “I have never felt the
need to focus on telling people about
hell. However, as a result of... a growing indiﬀerence to the afterlife, I have
come to realise the need for a greater
discussion of hell... I have thus come to
see that silence, or even benign neglect
on these subjects, is disobedience on my
part. To be silent on the eternal destinations of souls is to be like a sentry failing
to warn his fellow soldiers of impending
attack.” A sentry who fails to warn his
fellow soldiers of an impending attack
is usually shot as a traitor.
A. W. Pink said, “It is our bounden
duty to warn sinners of their fearful perPrepare the Way

il and bid them ﬂee from the wrath to
come. To remain silent is criminal...”
The First of Ten Commandments begins with the words “I am the Lord your
God.” Hundreds of times in Scripture
we see that same phrase repeated; right
up to where an unbelieving Thomas fell
to his knees before Jesus and cried, “My
Lord and my God ( John 20:28)!”
Thomas lacked faith in the Saviour,
but that changed the moment he bowed
the knee to the Lordship of Jesus
Christ. That’s what happened at my
conversion. As an unbeliever, I bowed
to the Saviour and said, “My Lord,
and my God.” From that moment, He
became my Lord, and so I do what He
commands me to do. That means I will
speak to the stranger on the plane.
Sure, the chicken often lifts its ugly
and cowardly head, and there’s a
temptation to be ashamed. When I am
waiting on a plane I often ﬁnd myself
subconsciously praying for the person
who is going to sit next to me – I’m
praying that he won’t show up. But if I
care about the lost, I have to wring the
chicken’s neck. I have to deal with my
fears by thinking of the sinner’s eternal
welfare.
I must be a Good Samaritan. I can’t
play the hypocrite and pass by on the
other side. I am commanded to love my

neighbour as myself and so I must warn
him of his terrible danger. To do so, I
take the time to open the Commandments, helping him see his sinfulness
before a holy God, warning him of
the coming Day of Judgement and the
reality of hell. Suddenly he has a “felt
need” for God – he understands that
he needs the righteousness found only
in Jesus Christ.
That also means that when I lie on my
deathbed I won’t weep in shame that I
buried my talent, and failed to do what
my Lord commanded me to do.

And what kind of habitation
pleases God? What must our
natures be like before he can
feel at home within us?
He asks nothing but a pure
heart and a single mind. He
asks no rich panelling, no
rugs from the Orient, no art
treasures from afar. He desires but sincerity, transparency, humility, and love.
He will see to the rest.
A. W. Tozer
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A Holy Priesthood
by David Smithers
THROUGH the perfect sacrifice
of Jesus Christ the Church has been
called out and anointed to be a kingdom of priests. This royal priesthood
is much more than merely a religious
title.
Through the blood of Jesus the believer has not only been forgiven, he has
also been given God’s unmerited power
to live in holiness. As a royal priesthood
the Church has been especially set apart
and equipped to love and worship Jesus
with a pure heart.

A Reasonable Sacrifice
1 Peter 2:5&9 outlines the Christian’s
priestly calling. “You also, as living
stones, are being built up a spiritual
house, a holy priesthood, to oﬀer up
spiritual sacriﬁces acceptable to God
by Jesus Christ... But you are a chosen
generation, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, His own special people, that you
should show forth the praises of Him
who called you out of darkness into his
marvellous light.”
It has been said that where there is no
sacriﬁce, there is no priesthood. Verse
5 refers to God’s holy priests oﬀering
an acceptable sacriﬁce. What is this acceptable sacriﬁce? Romans 12:1&2 tells
us. “I beseech you therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that you present
your bodies a living sacriﬁce, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service. And do not be conformed
to this world: but be transformed by the
renewing of your mind, that you may
prove what is that good, and acceptable,
and perfect, will of God.”
A consecrated life set apart for Christ’s
sake through faith, is the sacriﬁce God
desires and accepts.
Notice that the scripture declares that
this sacriﬁce is reasonable. The sacriﬁce
of a holy life is never to be esteemed as
harsh and unreasonable. Such a life is
the only natural response to the unfailing love of Jesus.
A sacriﬁcial life of obedience is what
every true follower of Jesus longs for
and desires. Sad to say, this is not the
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case in many of our most popular
churches. Many who claim to be devoted followers of Christ cannot bear to
even be reminded of God’s command,
to be holy. Among others the message
of holiness, at best, seems only to be
tolerated.
I’m afraid there are many who desire
priestly power and position and yet
shun priestly purity. It is impossible to
have the one without the other, they are
two diﬀerent sides of the same divine
coin. Without the imprint of purity, one
is left deceived, cheated and impoverished. “Follow peace with all men, and
holiness, without which no man shall

see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14).”
In Exodus 28 is found a list of the garments the high priest was commanded
to wear. Each one of these priestly garments are full of types and metaphors
that can instruct the New Testament
believer in his holy calling. From head
to toe the high priest was clothed in
the ﬁnest linens, jewels and gold. Chief
among all of his royal garments was his
crown or mitre.

The Crown of Holiness
The mitre was a turban to which a gold
plate was attached by blue cords. On
this plate or crown of gold was engraved
Prepare the Way

the words, “Holiness unto the Lord
(Exodus 28:36-38).” This mitre was to
continually rest on the forehead of the
high priest.
Like the high priest of old, the new
covenant priesthood needs to continually have holiness engraved on
the forefront of their thoughts. A true
priest never grows weary of hearing the
Father’s call to holiness.
“Therefore gird up the loins of your
mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully
upon the grace that is to be brought to
you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
as obedient children, not conforming
yourselves to the former lusts, as in
your ignorance; but as He who called
you is holy, you also be holy in all your
conduct, because it is written, Be holy;
for I am holy (1 Peter 1:13-16).”
Another metaphor of the believers
need to continually be reminded of holiness is found in Deuteronomy 11:18
“Therefore you shall lay up these words
of mine in your heart and in your soul,
and bind them as sign upon your hand,
and they shall be as frontlets between
your eyes.”
In this passage God commanded the
children of Israel to continually lay up
His law in their hearts. As a sign to
remind them of this, they were to tie
small leather compartments to their
foreheads and hands. These small compartments contained portions of God’s
holy and eternal law.
Again the symbolism is clear: God’s
people should always be reminded
of the Father’s heart-cry for holiness.
Holiness should always be before our
eyes. Who can argue that in these days
of perversion and lawlessness that
the standard of holiness needs to be
continually raised? Why then do so
many professing believers still regard
holiness as something unpleasant and
oﬀensive?

The Beauty of Holiness
The Scripture declares that holiness
is beautiful (Psalm 96:9). Exodus 28:2
states that the priest’s garments were
made “for glory and for beauty.” Yes,
even the crown of holiness was to be
regarded as glorious and beautiful. To
despise the beauty of holiness is to despise the beauty of Jesus Christ.
If you do not consider perfect holiness
as something beautiful and desirable,
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then you have either confused TRUE
holiness with the doctrines and traditions of men, or you have become deceived by your own rebellious heart!
Holiness is not merely a list of external
duties; no, holiness ﬁrst and foremost
is a heart issue. To be holy is to be exclusively reserved and set apart for the
love of the Bridegroom, Jesus Christ. It
means being separated from the world,
pure and chaste as a betrothed virgin.
The Church has been called to be a
secret garden, sealed and prepared for
the Saviour’s delight (Song 4:12-15).
Jesus desires the Church to be pure for
His own sake. Is it unreasonable that
Christ should expect as much from the
Church as any husband would from his
loving bride?

The State of the Church
Brethren the modern Church is not
suﬀering today because she is too holy
and strict. No, the Church is suﬀering
because She has opened Her doors to
unclean and deceiving spirits. From the
pulpit to the pew, many of our modern
churches have brought grief and shame
to the heart of Jesus. Not since the Dark
Ages has the Church suﬀered so much
because of Her own ungodliness.
In times past newspapers reported the
victories of the Church’s most anointed
evangelists. Today the newspapers
report the perversions of the Church’s
most popular preachers. It is time to
once again welcome the preaching of
holiness in our pulpits.
Jesus is waiting for us to yield to
His heart’s desire. All the provision
has been made through the cross of
Christ. Through faith in Jesus Christ
we can abundantly enjoy the daily experience of holiness in bridal love. By
God’s GRACE we can be, and must
be HOLY.
“For the GRACE of God that brings
salvation has appeared to all men,
teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly, in this
present world; looking for that blessed
hope, and the glorious appearing of
the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ; who gave Himself for us, that
He might redeem us from all iniquity,
and purify unto Himself a peculiar
people, zealous for GOOD WORKS
(Titus 2:11-14).”
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Commandments

on money

by Zac Poonen
HERE are my “10 Commandments” on money that all fulltime workers will do well to take
heed of:
1. Never make your financial
needs known to anyone but God
(Philippians 4:19).
2. Never accept money from unbelievers (3 John 7).
3. Never expect any gifts from
anyone (Psalm 62:5).
4. Never allow anyone to control
you or inﬂuence your ministry by
giving you money.
5. Never accept money f rom
those who don’t receive your
ministry.
6. Never accept money for your
personal or family needs, from
anyone poorer than you.
7. Never be dependent on any
man for your ﬁnancial needs.
8. Never handle God’s money in
a way that would cause others to
suspect mishandling (2 Corinthians 8:20&21).
9. Never be excited when you
receive money.
10. Never be depressed when you
lose money.
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Are you being

TesTed
or
Trained?
by David Wilkerson
GOD takes no delight in the testings
of his children. The Bible says Christ
is sympathetic toward us in all our
trials, being touched by the feelings
of our inﬁrmities.
In Revelation 2:9 he tells the church, “I
know thy... tribulation, and poverty...”
He’s saying, in essence, “I know what
you’re going through. You may not understand it, but I know all about it.”
It is essential that we comprehend this
truth, because the Lord does test and
try his people. Scripture says, “Thou
hast tried us, as silver is tried (Psalm
66:10).” “Your faith... be tried with ﬁre
(1 Peter 1:7).” “The Lord trieth the
righteous (Psalm 11:5).”
Indeed, everyone who follows Jesus is
going to face aﬄictions. The Psalmist
writes, “Many are the aﬄictions of the
righteous (Psalm 34:19).” Paul speaks of
having “much aﬄiction and anguish of
heart... with many tears (2 Corinthians
2:4).” And Hebrews describes saints
who are “destitute, aﬄicted, tormented”
and “enduring a great ﬁght of aﬄictions
(Hebrews 11:37, 10:32).”
The fact is, the Bible says a great deal
about suﬀering, trials and troubles in
the lives of believers. According to the
Psalmist, “My soul is full of troubles:
and my life draweth nigh unto the grave
(Psalm 88:3).” Likewise, David writes
of enduring “great and sore troubles
(71:20).”
I can’t name a single follower of Jesus
who hasn’t endured all of these things
that Scripture mentions: trials, tribulations, troubles, aﬄictions, anguish. I
know I can say along with David, “I
have endured sore and great troubles
and trials.” And I know that many
others reading this message can say,
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“That sums up my life right now. I’m
facing several anguishing trials and
aﬄictions.”
For this reason, every Christian has
to know and accept that God has a
purpose in all our suﬀerings. No test
comes into our lives without his allowing it. And one of God’s purposes
behind our trials is to produce in us an
unwavering faith.
Peter writes, “That the trial of your
faith, being much more precious than
of gold that perisheth, though it be tried
with ﬁre, might be found unto praise
and honour and glory at the appearing
of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:7).” Peter calls
these experiences “ﬁery trials (4:12).”

AfflicTed yeT finishing
Paul testiﬁes of being aﬄicted with
trials yet ﬁnishing his course having
won the faith test. He writes, “I have
fought a good ﬁght, I have ﬁnished my
course, I have kept the faith (2 Timothy
4:7).” Of course, Paul knew he still had
much work to do.
There were great trials and suﬀering
ahead for him. But he was able to honestly say: “I may not have apprehended
Christ as I wanted, and I haven’t been
perfected. But when it comes to faith,
and trusting God through every trial, I
know whom I have believed and I am
persuaded. When the enemy comes in
like a ﬂood, I know the Lord will raise
a standard against it. And I learned all
of this in the furnace of aﬄiction.”
I share this testimony with Paul. By
the grace of God, the Holy Spirit has
enabled me to come through a number
of trials in recent years, the hardest

being the death of our 12-year-old
granddaughter, Tiﬀany. The Lord provided strength and faith through that
excruciating ordeal, and I came out of it
saying, “I know whom I have believed,
and I know he has a plan. God would
not allow this kind of deep hurt to
come upon me or my family without a
purpose behind it all. Oh, Lord, I give
this over to you by faith.”
Think about your own present ordeal
or trial. Have you had doubt, fear or
anger as you’ve endured it? Have you
accused God of putting too much on
you, of placing you in your trial needlessly? Are you on the verge of giving
up, thinking, “I’ve been faithful to pray,
to read the Bible, to go to church, but
nothing is working”?
Or, can you still look to heaven and
say, “I know the Lord is good. And I’m
going to trust him through this. I won’t
live in doubt. He will bring me out, to
his glory.”
If this describes you, then your faith
has endured the ﬁre. But if it doesn’t,
I have to ask you: how many more
trials and aﬄictions will you endure
before being able to say, “My faith has
prevailed”?
The truth is, not all of our trials are
tests of faith.
Often, the Lord is after something
more when we’re in the furnace of
aﬄiction. Indeed, the closer you walk
with Christ, and the deeper your trials,
the more he is working in you to accomplish something other than faith.
Yet, don’t misunderstand: whenever
our faith wavers, tests of faith will come.
We will never be completely beyond
such testing. But there is another of
Prepare the Way

God’s purposes in our trials: The Father
is preparing a bride for his Son. And he
wants more from us in our trials than
greater faith.
This bride is going to be tried severely,
and her love for the Bridegroom will
come through the ﬁre. Her trust in
him will be reﬁned through ﬁres, ﬂoods
and aﬄictions. Yet these trials aren’t a
matter of testing her love and devotion.
Rather, they’re about reﬁning a love
that is already fully committed. Let
me explain.
I believe many reading this message
are fully committed to Christ. Jesus is
the great love of your life, and your trust
in him is ﬂourishing. Certainly, there
still are times when that trust is tested.
But God is looking for something else
from you, something more. His preparation of the bride requires that he do
a supernatural work in you.
This bride – Jesus’ chosen beloved
– must be consumed with a longing to
be with her Bridegroom. She has to be
weaned from all other attractions. She
must be obsessed by a desire to always
be in His bodily presence. Paul refers to
this longing when he writes of his own
desire “to be absent from the body, and
to be present with the Lord (2 Corinthians 5:8).” “For me to live is Christ,
and to die is gain (Philippians 1:21).”
This was not a morbid ﬁxation with
death on Paul’s part.

Weaned from The world
& iTs aTTracTions
The apostle clearly lived a full, useful
life. But, he said, “Something in me
yearns to be with the Lord, where he
is. I long to be with him face to face.”
To make such a claim, Paul had to be
completely weaned from this world and
its attractions.
Right now, God is at work preparing
a new world – a new heaven and a new
earth – for his people. And this new
creation will comprise a New Jerusalem,
including a home for Christ’s bride.
Isaiah saw this new world that God is
creating, and the sight of it must have
overwhelmed him.
God says through the prophet, “Behold, I create new heavens and a new
earth: and the former shall not be
remembered, nor come into mind. But
be ye glad and rejoice for ever in that
which I create: for, behold, I create
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a
joy (Isaiah 65:17-18).”
God is making a powerful statement
here to the bride of Christ. He’s sayPrepare the Way

ing, in eﬀect, “In the midst of your
present trial, ﬁx this truth in your mind:
the present world is not your home.
Everything you see is going to pass
away – earth, moon, sun and stars. I
am creating a new world, where there
are no ﬁres, ﬂoods, devils, trials or afﬂictions.”
Do you get the message? Your trial is
going to end, and your troubles will
pass away. Therefore, focus your eyes
on Christ, and set your aﬀections on
spending eternity with him in the new
world. According to him, the world we
toil in now, with all its pain and sorrow,
will not be remembered when that day
comes. It won’t even enter our minds
(see 65:17)!
Beloved, this tells me that the trial
many are enduring right now isn’t testing – it’s training. We’re being prepared
for a world where there will be no more
pain. And that world is going to be
populated with brand-new bodies.
Paul tells us the body that goes down
into the grave won’t be the one that
comes out of the grave. We’re going to
have a brand-new body, one with the
DNA of Christ himself.
Abraham is an example of one who
was focused on the world to come.
The Bible says of him, “By faith he
sojourned... as (an alien) in a strange
country... for he looked for a city which
hath foundations, whose builder and
maker is God (Hebrews 11:9-10).”
Abraham passed a great test of faith
when, in obedience to God, he oﬀered
his son Isaac as a sacriﬁce. Yet, even
more than his tested faith, Abraham
was weaned from this earth – a fact
proven when he oﬀered up his son.
He had faith that there was a greater
purpose than the one he could see. Here
was a man truly in the world but not
of it, seeing his citizenship in another
world.
Now consider what Hebrews says of
Christ: “He... suﬀered without the gate
(13:12).” Jesus suﬀered as an outsider
– always on the outside of formal religion, outside of accepted society. Yet
Christ was also “outside” in the sense
of having no place here on earth, even
to lay his head. In everything Jesus did,
he always looked to heaven.
Like our Saviour and our forebear
Abraham, “Here have we no continuing
city, but we seek one to come (13:14).”
We live and work on this earth, but we
are aliens here; our true homeland is in
the New Jerusalem. Thus, Hebrews urges, “Let us go forth therefore unto him
without the camp, bearing his reproach
(13:13).” Until we also are “outside” the

camp – outside this world’s lusts and
materialism – we won’t be where our
Bridegroom is.
I live in a nice home and drive a nice
car. But I continually guard against such
material things ever taking hold of my
heart. The fact is, you can have a mighty
faith and still not long for Christ.
“Though I have all faith, so that I could
remove mountains, and have not love, I
am nothing (1 Corinthians 13:2).”

No Longing To be wiTh
Him
Sadly, as I look around today, I see
multitudes of believing Christians
who have overcoming faith, but have
no longing to be with Jesus. Instead,
they’ve set their eyes on the things of
this world and how to obtain them.
I ﬁnd that such people don’t want to
hear about focusing on heaven or being
weaned from this world. To them, such
a message means an interruption from
the “good life” they enjoy here.
Thank God, he has a wonderful way
of pushing us outside the gate. He tells
us, in essence, “If I’m going to give my
Son to you in marriage, there can be no
other attraction in your life. I want to
be sure you’re not lusting for something
or someone other than Christ. Your
most exciting dream, the deepest pull
on your heart, has to be a desire to be
with Christ.”
Beloved, this explains many of the
deep trials of righteous saints who walk
in faith. Think about it: how did God
get the children of Israel out of Egypt?
He had to put them in a furnace of suffering, to bring them to the point where
they cried, “Enough of this! I don’t want
to be here anymore.” Then, when the
time came for God to say, “Go,” they
were ready to uproot and move into his
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Continued...

Promised Land.
God help us to get disengaged from
the materialistic spirit of this age, and
to transfer our every aﬀection to the
New Jerusalem.
Isaiah prophesied that the world God
was creating is a place of praise, where
the inhabitants rejoice.
“Be ye glad and rejoice for ever in
that which I create: for, behold, I create
Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a
joy (Isaiah 65:18).” The Hebrew word
for “create” in this verse means “to bring
into being.” Do you see what Isaiah is
saying? God is creating
not only a new world, but
also a special people. He’s
bringing into existence a
bride who hasn’t just been
weaned from this world,
but has learned to praise
her way through trials.
The fact is, our present
sufferings comprise a
school of worship. And all
the ways we’re learning to
praise Jesus, especially in
our trials, are training for
that glorious day.
What does this mean for
Christians who live with
constant fret and worry?
How can those who live as
if God were dead suddenly know how
to praise their way through a trial?
It is very important how we react in
our present trial.
When Israel was in their hour of
great suﬀering, they gave up hope. They
decided they couldn’t take any more, so
they simply sat down in the dust. Here
were God’s people, with rock-solid
promises, yet they sat there with a chain
around their necks.
Likewise today, some Christians give
up at this point. They don’t abandon
their faith, but they stop pursuing Jesus
with their whole hearts, thinking, “I
can’t live under this kind of intensity.
It seems the closer I get to Christ, the
more I suﬀer.” They wonder how Paul
could say, “I... rejoice in my suﬀerings
(Colossians 1:23-24).”
Here is exactly how Paul could make
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such a claim: he had been taken up
into heaven, and he saw the glory that
awaits us. Because of what he saw, Paul
was able to embrace his trials and afﬂictions in this life, learning to praise
God through every ordeal. He was
determined to learn gladness of heart
no matter what his situation, and he
began practicing praise in preparation
for the world to come.
“If so be that we suffer with him,
that we may be also gloriﬁed together.
For I reckon that the sufferings of
this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall
be revealed in us (Romans 8:17-18).”
In light of the glory that awaits him,
what is his trial in comparison?

focus on whaT’s coming
Likewise, he wants us to turn our eyes
from present sufferings to focus on
what is coming, and that will change
everything. One minute into our new

habitation, Paul says, we won’t remember what came before. His point is to
start praising now, rejoicing over the
joy that awaits us. “By Him ( Jesus)
therefore let us oﬀer the sacriﬁce of
praise to God continually, that is, the
fruit of our lips giving thanks to his
name (Hebrews 13:15).”
God has chosen those “reﬁned... not
with silver; I have chosen thee in the
furnace of aﬄiction (Isaiah 48:10).”
The people to whom Isaiah oﬀered
this vision of a new world had just endured the fury of a raging enemy. Now
they were reeling from their tribulation,
bound by fear and weariness. They felt
God had forsaken them, and they were
afraid of what the future held. So what
word did God send them? It’s the same
word he gives his people today:
“Wake up! You are not undone, as you

think. The Lord, your strength, is still
with you. So, get up out of the dust of
discouragement, and sit down in the
heavenly place I have promised you.
You have not lost your righteousness, so
put on your robe. Shake yourself, talk to
yourself, give yourself a lecture. And tell
the ﬂesh and the devil, ‘I am more than
a conqueror through him who saved me
(Isaiah 52:1-3, paraphrased).’”
Consider the powerful example of the
three Hebrew children, whom King
Nebuchadnezzar threw into the ﬁery
furnace.
These men weren’t being tested over
their faith; the fact is, it was their faith
that put them there. The Lord clearly
was after something else. Think about
it: the heathen Babylonians weren’t
inﬂuenced by these men’s prayers or
preaching. They weren’t impressed by
their wisdom and knowledge or by their
holy living. No, the impact on Babylon
came when the people looked into the
furnace and saw these three men rejoicing, praising God in their
most trying hour.
Jesus appeared in that
furnace, and I believe his
ﬁrst words to the Hebrew
children were, “Brethren, rise up now, for your
bonds are loosed. Let this
heathen government and
godless people see you
rejoicing and praising
your God in your hour of
aﬄiction.”
The men did just that,
and Scripture says Nebuchadnezzar was “astonished” at the sight. He
rose up in haste, crying,
“What’s going on here?
We cast three men into this furnace,
but now there are four and all their
bonds are gone! Look, they’re singing
and praising that fourth man.”
That is the impact our praises bring
during our trials. So, how have you been
reacting in your hour of aﬄiction? Are
you drinking from the cup of trembling,
feeling weak, with no power to resist
the enemy? It’s time to shake oﬀ the
heavy bands and lift up holy hands in
praise to your Redeemer. You are free,
no matter what your trial, so be glad
and rejoice, knowing that the fourth
man is in the furnace with you. Christ
will reveal himself in your trial, and the
ﬁre is going to burn oﬀ all the cords
that bind you.
Most likely you are not being tested
but trained!
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The allure of cool
by John Gardiner
I HAVE a strong suspicion that, mushy as
the thought may be for some, there is no
guarantee you’ll be seeing Jane Fonda
in heaven.
Or Bob Dylan, Mel Gibson, Bono and
Rock Hudson, for that matter. Or a fairly
high percentage of the other high-proﬁle celebrities who’ve made some vague
and fuzzy profession of faith without
any visible shift in lifestyle.
But the problem is not as much with
the celebrities as it is with Christians
who desperately seek a bizarre authentication of their faith through being able to
point to them and say, Hey, look everybody!
They’re one of us. They’ve managed to get
Jesus and keep their cool. So why not come
and join us, and you too can get Jesus and
keep your cool.
And Christians who wouldn’t dream
of allowing the foul-mouthed antics
of monster-in-law Jane Fonda or the
steamy beds scenes of a Mel Gibson
anywhere near their family or their
church, suddenly come over all gooey
at the mention of their names. Why?
Because they’re Christian and they’re cool,
of course!
You see, there’s a nasty little tokoloshe in
many a Christian heart that shies away from the
thought of being counted among the strange, the
diﬀerent and, dare we say it, the uncool! So we
look to a name, a face, a bank balance to vindicate Jesus Christ. Perhaps we don’t go quite as
far as the American church that recently invited that queen of New Age pop psychology,
Oprah Winfrey, to do their Sunday morning
sermon for them. But it’s the same tokoloshe nonetheless.
One day, one of the celebrities of Jesus’ day knelt before Him,
recognising that Jesus could add value to his life. In fact, as
high-proﬁle types go, he’d kept his nose pretty clean. He was
no murderer, womaniser, liar, thief or fraud. And he’d even
been nice to his mom and dad.
But Jesus looked at him (the Mark account also mentions
that He loved him) and said: “One thing you still lack; sell all
that you possess and distribute it to the poor, and you shall
have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”
I’ve read and heard all sorts of theological gymnastics on this
one. Even the margin notes in my NASB Bible decree that the
words of our Saviour deﬁnitely don’t apply to all Christians
today. However, I have it on the best authority that what Jesus
really meant to say was: “One thing you still lack; sell all that
you possess and distribute it to the poor, and you shall have
treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”
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And the rich boy went away very sad
because he was very rich, probably
at least a Mercedes and Virgin Active Premier man. And poor Jesus let
slip a golden opportunity to do some
authenticating and vindicating by giving the rich young celeb a leg-up on to
His bandwagon.
Now, never, by any stretch of the imagination, have I ever been classiﬁed as cutting-edge cool, but the more gripped I’ve
become by Jesus’ radical call to discipleship and the bigger the revelation I have
of Him, the less cool I’ve found myself
becoming. In fact, I have something of
a confession to make: I’m down to my
last pair of Levi’s – and even then, I’m
not sure if Levi’s are in or out at present.
My doctrine on Levi’s is: keep wearing
them, and one day they’re sure to come
back into cool.
And as I scan the scriptures, I ﬁnd not a
hint of cool and fame and celebrity status.
Just a simple call to be in the world, not
of it, not conformed but transferred and
transformed, daily losing a little more of
our lives, daily taking up a cross of His
choosing and following in the footsteps
of the One who never walked the broad and
meandering road of popular opinion and celebrity status, but who for 2 000 years has called
those who would name His name and seek to
follow after Him to walk a very narrow and very
straight path devoid of shortcuts and any whiﬀ
of expediency.
Sorry, I lied. There is one teensy-weensy mention of the cool – they’re those who get spewed
out of the mouth of Jesus in Revelation 3:16.
It never has been cool to be stoned, beaten, shipwrecked,
sawn in two, cruciﬁed or to stand in front of a horde of hungry lions. It never has been cool to swim against the tide of
popular opinion or to be a lone voice somewhere out there
in the wilderness preparing the way for a coming King. The
life Jesus intended for his disciples was never meant for the
cool, the conﬁdent and the comfortably oﬀ.
Jesus never called you or anyone else out of darkness into
His glorious light in order to be cool. But the saddest thing
of all is that the pursuit of cool in the here-and-now robs
you of the real deal.
After all, isn’t the thought of walking on streets of gold;
living in a tailor-made heavenly mansion; worshipping with
the choirs of heaven before a great white throne and a crystal
sea; seeing Him face-to-face; every day, FOREVER, and ever
– just about the coolest thing you ever heard of? Ever?
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Sons of
Encouragement Series
Francine Rivers
Christian Art
Distributors

Authored by international
best-selling fiction writer
Francine Rivers, Sons of
Encouragement consists of
a series of five novellas:
The Priest; The Warrior; The
Prince; The Prophet and The
Scribe. Each of these titles
seeks to explore the lives
of biblical men who faithfully sought after God in
the shadows of His chosen
leaders.
The first three books are
currently available and explore the lives of: Aaron,
who faithfully served Moses; Caleb, who oﬀered his
bold support to Joshua; and
Jonathan, who humbly stood
behind David. These stylishly
written ﬁctional accounts are
largely based on biblical facts
and make for entertaining
and informative reading.
Also included in each edition
is a Bible study on the life of
the main character – suitable
for individual use or group
discussion. A worthwhile
collection,
sure to
challenge
and inspire.
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New Agers ﬁnd Jesus
in Switzerland

Abortion Study
Causes Stir in
New Zealand

THE director of the Elliot
Institute says a New Zealand study could have a big
eﬀect on abortion around
the globe. The study reports that women who have
abortions have a higher
rate of subsequent mental
problems that couldn’t be
explained by any pre-abortion mental issues.
Dr David Reardon, a prolife researcher from Illinois,
has published reports in the
U.S. on the eﬀects of abortion
on women. He says the lead
researcher of the New Zealand study, Professor David
Fergusson – an abortion
supporter – had a diﬃcult
time trying to publish his
ﬁndings. Reardon explains
why that occurred.
“He ran into (something)
we’ve long known about,
which is that there’s a bias
against any research that
questions that abortion is
the greatest thing since sliced
bread,” Reardon says. “He
had three rejections before he
was ﬁnally accepted.”
Source: AgapePress

“SOME 35 New A gers
found Jesus during the few
days of the PSI Fair in Basel, Switzerland,” reports
pastor Daniel Hari. The
PSI Fair, also known as the
“World Congress for Spiritual Healing,” claims to be
the world’s largest event of
this kind. Hari and Stefan
Driess of Manchester, UK,
rented a stand in the exhibition hall with the title
“Christocentric healing,”
at which they held healing
demonstrations every hour.
Hari explained that Jesus
Christ can still heal today,
and invited the visitors to
experience this for themselves.
“After simple prayer, we
saw a whole series of healings. People felt a sudden
warmth, symptoms vanished,
and a large number were
interested in learning more
about Jesus, including many
who wanted to get to know
Jesus.” The stand became the
most visited in the entire
exhibition, according to several assistants. Stefan Driess
spoke prophetic words over
a woman who works as a
medium and has helped the
police solve several cases; she
was astonished, and was open
for a very personal conversation.
“It’s a good and very interesting sign when spiritual
healers and mediums turn
to Christians for advice,” he
says.

In mid-November 2004,
Hari held a seminar on
“Christocentric Healing” in
the Italian-speaking part of
Switzerland, during which
almost all the New Agers attending found Jesus.
Fourteen were immediately
baptised, including a leading
Swiss ﬁgure in an internationally known sect. Almost
all of the participants experienced some form of physical
healing or release from an
addiction. Several were freed
from a strong addiction to
cigarettes, without any withdrawal symptoms.

God moves among
the Masai

TANZANIA is home to one
of Africa’s crown jewels, the
majestic Mount Kilimanjaro. But at the foothills of this
highest mountain of Africa,
something more majestic is
rising. The sound of ancient
tribal voices praising the
Lord. Tanzania is home to
thousands of people from
the Masai tribe. Tall, slender and athletic, this ancient
warrior tribe, once resistant to the Gospel, is now
witnessing a revival and
abandoning some of their
old religious practices and
traditions.
“We have accepted Jesus
as our Saviour and more
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and more people are turning
towards God,” says Paulina Lysa, one of the Masai
leaders. And Michael Lomayani, a Masai herdsman,
almost shouted: “I am saved!
I am born again! The chains
of bondage have been removed!”
For centuries, those chains
trapped the Masai in various
African religious practices
and dangerous traditions.
Polygamy, promiscuity, adultery, witchcraft, and male and
female circumcision, have all
been part of tribal life. But
as many in the community
have embraced Jesus Christ,
idolatry and old traditions
have been abandoned.
One of the primary causes
of HIV/AIDS spreading
among the Masai was the
Esoto dance, which celebrated adulthood and fertility by
the sharing of wives. Thanks
to Christian humanitarian workers who taught the
Masai about the importance
of abstinence and the love
of Christ, that lifestyle was
directly confronted, and the
Esoto dance was abandoned
in the majority of the Masai
villages.

With the revival, the modern world has also caught up
with the Masai. These days,
when walking through the
ﬁelds of East Africa, one can
come across a Masai leader,
standing next to the Acacia tree, talking on his cell
phone, encouraging others
to follow Christ.

Second internet
evangelism focus day

INTERNET Evangelism
Day this year will be May
7. The purpose of this focus day is to share with
Christians the potential
and strategies for eﬀective
online outreach.
Any church or mission
group can create a custom
program using downloadable PowerPoint, video clips,
dramas, music, handouts and
posters from the site: http://
ied.gospelcom.net/index.
php

Clergy aﬃrm faith
in Darwin’s theory

THOUSANDS of mainline church leaders and pastors in America have signed
a letter rejecting a literal interpretation of the creation
story in the book of Genesis. The “The Clergy Letter
Project” signatories are urging school board members
to “preserve the integrity of
the science
curriculum by afﬁrming the
teaching of
the theory
of evolution as a
core component of human
knowledge.”
University of W isconsin-Oshkosh administrator
Michael Zimmerman, who
founded the project, says
the letter has been signed
by more than 10 000 clergy
members in every state and
territory of the United States.
The signatures from leaders

of Methodist, Episcopal,
Presbyterian and other mainline churches represent a
“groundswell of support for
the compatibility of science
and religion,” he contends.
Source: AgapePress

Activists plan ‘gay
pride’ party in Jerusalem

HOMOSEXUAL activists are planning to stage a
massive “gay pride” party
and parade this summer in
Jerusalem.
Jer usalem Wor ldPride
2006, scheduled for August
6-12, describes itself as “a
massive demonstration of
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender) pride and human rights” and an opportunity for the homosexual
community to make a “global
statement of pride and tolerance.”
“The message sent from
Jerusalem WP will echo
worldwide, redeﬁning LGBT
identity, faith, and vision,”
says the event’s website.

Prepare The Way day
with Peter Pollock

WE will be holding three “Prepare The
Way days” at our home church, Mount
Zion, in Merrivale (near Howick in KZN)
during this year – on April 30, August 27
and November 26. The purpose of these
days is to begin to draw together a team
who can become part of the prayer and
practical support network of this ministry,
and for us to keep you updated on what’s
happening with the magazine.
So, if you consider yourself one of the
“friends” of Prepare The Way, we’d love to
see you there!
At the April 30 event, which starts at
9 am, Peter Pollock will be sharing the
Word. Please phone us on (033) 3307 135
or e-mail preparetheway@telkomsa.net for
directions
Prepare the Way
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Swift as Eagles!
by Greg Hinnant
EAGLES both fly and attack their
prey very swiftly. A Golden Eagle
can ﬂy approximately 90 to 100 km/h
in level ﬂight and 300 km/h in a dive.
The Bible attests to eagles’ swiftness in
ﬂight: “a nation… as swift as the eagle
ﬂieth (Deuteronomy 28:49, emphasis
mine).
A raptor (Latin, “one who seizes by
force”), the eagle is specially created to
seek, seize, and devour prey. In addition to its exceptional size, speed, and
eyesight, it is made with a large, hooked
beak, two large feet, and four very
strong toes capped with sharp, hooked
claws or “talons.”
So when the eagle seeks and seizes its
prey, it’s just doing what the Creator
made it to do – or doing God’s will.
And it does so swiftly.
Flying low over a ﬁeld or body of water, an eagle ﬁrst spots its prey and then
suddenly dives and seizes it without
warning, sometimes killing it instantly
with its sharp talons. Conﬁrming eagles’
speed in hunting, the Book of Job states,
“as the eagle that hasteneth to the prey
( Job 9:26, emphasis mine).”

food (sermons, teachings, books, magazines, tapes, etc.) God provides. As “the
eagle that hasteneth to eat (Habakkuk
1:8),” the Berean Christians swiftly
conﬁrmed Paul’s teachings by their own
personal Bible studies.
They are quick to receive instruction.
Apollos promptly received the vital
doctrinal revelations oﬀered him by
Aquila and Priscilla.
They are quick to correct themselves.
Paul made a sudden about-face when he
realised that he had broken God’s Word
by speaking disrespectfully to the high
priest – despite his disrespectful and
unscriptural treatment of Paul!
And they are swift to forgive penitent
oﬀenders. Joseph immediately received

and comforted his brothers once he saw
that they were changed men.
But what about us?
Are we “swift as eagles” to attack
God’s will, once we know it and have
opportunity to do it? Or are we slow as
crows, sitting around on telephone lines
wasting precious time in idle chatter
and inexcusable inaction?
Be as swift as eagles to do God’s
Will.
Copyright: Greg Hinnant Ministries,
www.GregHinnantMinistries.org

Quick to do His will
As eagles are swift in ﬂight and swift
to attack their prey, so eagle Christians
(overcomers) are quick to do God’s
will.
They quickly see His plans. On Mount
Moriah Abraham suddenly discerned
that God had provided the ram caught
in the thicket as a substitute for Isaac.
They are swift to follow God’s guidance. Paul “immediately” sailed for
Macedonia once he realised it was
God’s will.
They are quick to speak for God. Philip
promptly approached and preached
Christ to the Ethiopian eunuch once
the Spirit told him to “go near.”
They are quick to give to the needy.
The Antioch Christians promptly sent
an oﬀering to the poor Judean saints after Agabus revealed that a great famine
was coming.
They are quick to feed on the spiritual
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