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When ‘gods’
die...
by Paul Proctor

I

LIVE in an area of America where a
number of celebrities reside. Seeing
them in stores, restaurants, churches
and in the car next to you is as common
here as running into friends or family
in a small town. In fact, many celebrities from other parts of the country
have moved here to “Music City” and
surrounding areas, in part, because we
don’t really have paparazzi – at least
not yet – and people generally leave
them alone.
This allows them to exercise their godhood elsewhere, take their profits and
praise from starry-eyed ticket buyers out
on the road and return home to a semi
state of normalcy – something that is
undoubtedly necessary for both sanity
and survival.
The sudden and tragic death of Michael
Jackson, like many other superstars before
him, underscores that need. Unfortunately, like drugs and alcohol, those who
become addicted to fame are all too often
destroyed by it. And strangely, celebrities
themselves, and those around them, can
often see it coming, but do little to stop
it.
In Michael Jackson’s case, his ex-wife,
Lisa Marie Presley, reportedly recalled
him saying to her years ago that he
expected to meet the same end as her
father, Elvis – and that it was Michael’s
self-destructive behaviour that eventually
compelled her to leave him.
Watching a star fade is a lot like witnessing a terrible hangover or someone undergoing detox. It isn’t pretty – but then, ugly
sells tabloids and TV shows, doesn’t it? So
the market for shameless behaviour and
self-destruction is huge.
The fact that a large segment of our
society would find entertainment value
in depravity, suffering and death only
signifies how near the end we are. After
all, what’s worse: being eaten alive in the
coliseum by lions or being devoured day
after day by the media and the masses? At
least, with the lions, it’s all over in a few
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terrifying moments.
It must be excruciating to descend from
the mountaintop of
celebrity worship and
adoration into the
cruel and crowded
streets of apathy
and indifference to
finish living a once
glorious life as a
has-been, or worse,
a laughingstock.
And, the younger
you are, the longer that terrible torment
and withdrawal must be endured – which
probably explains why so many child stars
have self-destructed over the years trying
to regain what they lost.
Yet, one need only look at a few of the
American Idol TV show auditions to see
how desperately people want that kind
of stardom. They will cry for it, lie for it,
curse for it and die for it.
And sadly, many have.
Still, we applaud those that succeed and
pity those who fail – making ourselves
part of the problem rather than part of the
solution, which is giving glory and honour
to Whom it is due: the Lord Jesus Christ.
He is worthy of praise and adoration and
we are not; and the moment we think we
are, the lions are loosed and our fears and
fragility are revealed for all to see.
Like many others, I was recently moved
by the video performance and inspiring story of Susan Boyle from the show,
Britain’s Got Talent – only to be shocked

and saddened by how severely the pressure of the contest adversely affected her
later. The moment her anticipated win
was threatened by the outstanding voice
of another highly praised contestant,
she lost it emotionally and never fully
recovered – and her endearing image was
forever changed.
Even now her handlers and counsellors
help her cope day to day as she struggles
her way to stardom. She’s living the dream
– or, at least, trying to, while those around
her hope and pray that it won’t become a
nightmare.
If only the world’s star chasers and stargazers would see that there’s real peace and
joy in living a quiet life for God. The Bible
encourages us to do just that. The view
may not be as breathtaking, but we’re a lot
less likely to lose our minds in the madness
or die from the fall.
© 2009 Paul Proctor - All Rights Reserved

“He has told you, O man, what is good; And
what does the Lord require of you But to do
justice, to love kindness, And to walk humbly
with your God (Micah 6:8)?”
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Shocked! Shattered to the very core!
It is important for us to understand that
Paul was not just disappointed or just a
little bit put out. He was very disturbed.
You were running so well! What happened?
You have become estranged. You have fallen
from grace!
Obviously these things can and do happen and it should be a source of major
concern to those holding leadership office
in the modern church. And just as Paul
responded, so we should not get offended
when God’s men grieve with similar passion and concern about the state of the
church. Paul was distraught and did not
hide his feelings.
A little leaven affects the whole lump!
Yes, it doesn’t take much worldliness to
cause chaos. Leaven is a pervasive transforming influence, a Christian cancer,
and it abounds. Continuously we have
flesh lusting against the spirit and the
spirit against the flesh and all this needs is
a little bit of help from the devil’s friends
and allies.

They had forgotten about Jesus

by Peter Pollock

O

H, you foolish Galatians! How
could you let it happen?
These are the somewhat distraught words
of Paul as he faces the truth regarding this
precious group of believers. Who has bewitched you? Strong words, indeed!
You have stopped “obeying” the truth.
Such foolishness. Such madness! You had
such a great start in the spirit but now you
are operating in the flesh. Have you “suffered” all this in vain?
What an indictment. And yet so horribly
prevalent in our modern church.
Paul dons the gloves from the very start
of this letter. He was an apostle of God
and certainly he makes it very clear that
he was not appointed by man or by any
institution!
Paul had been given the Gospel direct
from God and he was determined to
preach it as he had received it. He wasn’t
going to allow the Gospel to be manipulated by any socio-economic or political
4

expediency, nor would he allow different
cultures to pick and choose what suited
them. I am not ashamed of the Gospel, he
wrote to the Romans!
No greater privilege can be bestowed
than to be called of God to truly represent
His Word. Paul was very aware of that
esteemed honour. “I did not confer with
man,” he states emphatically. He did not
have to go to the “head-office” at Jerusalem to find the Gospel.
Paul also doesn’t pull any punches in his
relationships. This “mighty man” of God
was not faintly impressed by men and their
ministries. In fact, he dared to challenge
Peter, accusing him of being a hypocrite.
And he included Barnabas in his criticisms by suggesting that they both feared
man. Peter was not straight-forward, said
tenacious Paul!
The Gospel is simple, in fact almost
offensively simple to the complicated
intellectual. A different Gospel was being preached. I marvel. I am astounded.

Maybe we should be reminded of the
Church at Ephesus. “I know your works”
says the Lord, “that you have persevered,
laboured and not become weary.” They
had chalked up many good works that had
benefited and impressed the community,
not to mention that they had also exposed
some false prophets. But they had lost
their first love. They had forgotten about
Jesus in all their eagerness to serve and
minister.
It is a huge problem when you have forgotten about Jesus. Repent, or else you will
lose your lampstand. It was as serious as
that. The Galatians were foolish, senseless!
They had been unwise and fickle and had
not obeyed the truth.
From the days of the early church till
now, the devil has been hard at work. He
operates in many and varied ways but the
major undermining influences revolve
around “legalistically” plying his trade
with the do’s and don’t and all the heavy
religious stuff or else getting involved
with and encouraging those so deceived
by “cheap grace” and unconditional “freedom” that they become easy targets for
what can only be described as charismatic
witchcraft and fortune-telling!
The devil’s strategy has always been
to join in something genuine and then
simply take it over the edge! Today, we
seem almost too ready, almost obsessive,
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about something new. Fancy ministries
and “mountain top” experiences are all
too alluring as we frenetically seek God
to move and bring revival.
But the Gospel message is and always has
been, simple and clear. It is not by works.
It is not about religion. It is not about the
church business or fancy ministries. But
it is by faith, and faith alone and that in
turn is solely and profoundly about Jesus
Christ and Him Crucified. Jesus is faith.
Jesus is hope. He is life. He is truth. Jesus
is the only way! There is no access to God,
the Father and His love, outside Jesus.
As Paul states: “I have been crucified
with Christ. It is no longer I who live but
Christ in me.” In other words Paul had
died to self. His great ego problem that
saw him hound and fight against “the
way” had been laid at the foot of the cross.
Only “these of faith” are the true sons of
Abraham.
Paul had given up his independent right
to himself as he declared: “God forbid
that I should boast except in the cross of
our Lord Jesus Christ through whom the
world has been crucified to me and I to
the world.”
If you leave the Cross out, you have
nothing. Jesus did not come to be a good
example. Jesus did not come to “fix up” the
world or to be a “quick fix” in anybody’s
life. Jesus did not come to be our magic genie, to serve our every whim and fancy.
But Jesus did come to deliver us from sin!
To deliver us from the curse of the law.
To deliver us from our egos. To deliver us
from the love of the world. To get us born
again. To baptise us in the Holy Spirit.
And to see our lives bear fruit.
As Paul states, we received the Spirit
by the hearing of faith. The Gospel is
the power unto salvation for those who
believe. There is a process. We hear the
Word preached. We have “listening” ears.
Then follows conviction of sin, thanks to
a soft heart. Repentance follows and then
salvation and regeneration!

How easy it is to get led astray
Bewitched! How easy it is to get led
astray. The false teachers, who bend ears,
and false prophets who tickle ears, are
roundly condemned by Paul. He denounces them as “troublers” who “pervert”
the truth. Let them be accursed, says Paul
outrightly. “Don’t yield to them for one
hour.”
Again, that is very interesting reaction
against the modern inclination to just
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let everything false or questionable, just
ride in the hope that it will die a natural
death if it is not truly from God. That was
Gamaliel’s advice but I do sense that when
the wise man uttered these words he was
more than just a little convicted that what
they were witnessing in and through those
early disciples was genuinely from above.
Such is the concerted, all-round, endtime attack on true Christianity that
false teachers and prophets are almost on
every street corner propounding their pet
philosophies and opinions hidden in the
sort of Christian mystic mist that currently pervades.

A noisy freedom
that has no basis
And many are scared to oppose what
seems a bit freaky just in case they might
be “quenching the spirit!” How the devil
loves zealots who lack discernment. Paul’s
major Galatians’ hassle was against legalism, liturgy, formal rights and rigid
religion but it is just as bad when that
type of “religion” is replaced by a noisy,
undisciplined “super-spiritual” freedom
that really has no basis in God’s truth.
Indeed, on our knees in sheer repentance,
we should be asking God to forgive us for
the things we have made it. Every great
move of God we have managed to turn
into “religion” – noisy or otherwise.
The bottom line of our humanistic declaration is that it’s God’s job to bless and
protect us. The sin of presumption sees
us mould and manipulate God’s Word.
God says look up but the devil counters by
telling us to look down, and around and
Satan aids and abets our deception as we
try to turn spiritual truth into material
and physical blessings.
The world ministers powerfully. Ask
King Solomon how he managed to turn
a great CV, a great inheritance, a great
ministry, all the wisdom and money in
the world into an absolute debacle. Simply,
he gained the world and lost God! It took
him 13 years to build his palace and only
seven years to build God’s temple, a selfdestructing ratio!
Are we spending more time on our own
“palaces” than God’s “temple” in our
lives?
Solomon’s wisdom became a problem.
Initially he was quick to acknowledge God
as the source of his brilliant ideas, schemes
and judgements, but later he started taking this wisdom for granted. Finally it all

produced rather sad fruit.
King Solomon, who in the youth of his
great relationship with God wrote the
inspired Proverbs, became the old king
writing about “chasing the wind” in a
“meaningless” world in the book of Ecclesiastes!
It is becoming increasingly harder to
believe. Original sin was motivated by the
offer of being like God and knowing the
difference between good and evil. That is
what was available to Adam and Eve. And
thanks to their fall, this intellectual challenge continues to muddy the water.
Our own “will” and “intellect” is a gift
from God but we subsequently have made
it our God! We worship our individuality
and our right to think and believe what
we like. The irony, of course, is that we
make God answer to our wills and intellects. The simple bottom line is nothing
ever happens in our lives and in our relationship with the Lord until we give up
our independent right to our wills and
intellects.
Unbelief is a problem! Worldliness is a
problem! Becoming lukewarm or backsliding is not like catching the annual
dose of flu.

It’s not about earning
but about loving
Disobedience is also problematic. If you
love Me you do as I say, says the Lord. We
obey because we love Jesus not because
of any rules of disqualification. This is
subtle but vital, a key to understand. It is
not about “earning” but about “loving”
Him so much.
The fear of God is the same. Fear revolves
around just how awesome God is, not the
rules and regulations.
Instead of analyzing Galatians verse
by verse, chapter by chapter, just read it
through from beginning to end in one sitting rather like you would read a book. Do
this a few times and you will profoundly
see Galatians in the context of being a
letter from a very concerned father in the
faith earnestly baring his heart.
Christians can fall from grace. They can
be removed from Christ. You can lose your
lampstand, like the Ephesians. You can
get spewed out, like the Laodiceans. You
can get blotted out, like those at Sardis.
God will not be deceived. God will not be
mocked. As you reap, you will sow.
Oh, that we would not be foolish Galatians!
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The Ark of the Covenant

Has it
been found?

by Dr David R. Reagan

T

HE Patriarch of the Orthodox
Church of Ethiopia announced
that on Friday, June 26, 2009, he would
unveil to the world the Ark of the Covenant. Then the following Monday the
Patriarch supposedly denied he had
announced the unveiling.
There has been a legend for many years
that the Ark of the Covenant is in the
Saint Mary of Zion Church in Axum,
Ethiopia (pictured below). In recent years
this legend has been popularised in the
writings of Grant Jeffrey, a Canadian Bible prophecy writer who often specialises
in the sensational.
This legend is based on a bizarre story
that the Ark was smuggled out of Jerusalem by Menelik I, the supposed son of a
union between the Queen of Sheba and
King Solomon. Supposedly, a replica of
the Ark was left in the Holy of Holies in
the Temple in Jerusalem. The motivation
for moving the Ark was to protect it from
King Manasseh, one of the most ungodly
kings in the history of Judah.
There are all kinds of problems with this
legend. For one thing, it is doubtful that
the Queen of Sheba ruled over Ethiopia. It
is more likely that her realm was modernday Yemen.
Regarding Menelik I, he ruled over
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Ethiopia around 950 B.C., according to
tradition. Manasseh did not become king
of Judah until 253 years later.
Harry Atkins, an Ethiopian historian,
contends that there is no record of this
legend in Ethiopian history until the end
of the 13th Century. At that time there
was a dispute over who should be king,
and one of the contenders claimed to be
a descendant of King Solomon and the
Queen of Sheba. Atkins says it was at that
point that the legend of the Ark entered
into Ethiopian history.
The insurmountable problem with the
Ethiopian legend is that 2 Chronicles 35:3
states that the Ark was still in the Temple during the time of King Josiah who
reigned from 640 to 609 B.C.
Rabbi Slomo Goren, former Chief Rabbi
of Israel (now deceased), spent his life
studying the Temple Mount, the Temple,
and the Ark of the Covenant. He always
argued vehemently that it would have

been impossible for anyone, including the
priests of the Temple, to have unguarded
access to the Ark. He dismissed the whole
story as a “foolish suggestion” and a “joke.”
Modern-day rabbis in Israel also consider
the story to be ridiculous. Their consensus
of opinion is that the Ark is hidden in a
secret compartment beneath the Temple
Mount.
No one knows for sure what happened
to the Ark. The last time it is mentioned
in Scripture is in 2 Chronicles 35:3. That
passage makes it clear that the Ark was
still in existence at the time of the spiritual
revival led by the boy king, Josiah. Within
22 years after Josiah died, Judah fell to
the Babylonians (586 B.C.), and the Ark
disappeared.

No one knows for sure
No one knows for sure what happened
to the Ark. Some scholars believe it was
simply destroyed when the Temple was
burned. Others believe it was captured as
a prize of war, taken to Babylon, and probably melted down for its gold. This latter
theory seems to be substantiated by the
Scriptures. For example, in 2 Chronicles
36:18 it states that when the Babylonians
destroyed the Temple, they took “all the
articles of the house of God, and broke
down the wall of Jerusalem and burned
all its fortified buildings with fire, and
destroyed all its valuable articles.”
The strongest tradition is that the Ark
was taken out of the Temple by Jeremiah
and hidden. Some are convinced he hid
it in the ground on the Temple Mount.
But most who hold to the Jeremiah rescue
theory believe he either hid the Ark in a
great cavern beneath the Temple Mount
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(known today as Solomon’s Quarry) or
that he hid it somewhere near Mt Nebo in
the modern day nation of Jordan.
The latter theory finds support in the
apocryphal book of 2 Maccabees. The
narrative in that book says, “the prophet,
warned by an oracle, gave orders for the
tabernacle and the ark to go with him
when he set out for the mountain which
Moses had climbed to survey God’s heritage. On his arrival, Jeremiah found a cave
dwelling, into which he brought the tabernacle, the ark, and the altar of incense,
afterwards blocking up the entrance (2
Maccabees 2:4&5).”
Another theory regarding the fate of the
Ark is that it was translated or raptured,
being taken up to Heaven to prevent it
from falling into the hands of the Chaldeans. This theory is based upon a reference to the Ark in Revelation 11:15. This
passage is a flash forward to the end of the
Tribulation when Heaven opens and Jesus
returns in wrath.
The writer states that when Heaven
opened “the ark of His covenant appeared

in His Temple.” Those who reject this
theory argue that the Ark seen in Heaven
in this passage is the heavenly reality of
which the Ark of the Covenant was only
an earthly shadow or copy (Hebrews
8:5).
Regardless of what happened to the Ark,
the Scriptures suggest that it will never be
found again. This comes as quite a shock
to some Christians who have assumed that
the Ark must be found before the Tribulation Temple can be built and animal
sacrifice reinstituted. Others have simply
assumed that the Ark would be replaced
in the Holy of Holies when the Lord’s
Millennial Temple is built.
But Jeremiah says point blank that “the
ark of the covenant of the Lord... shall not
come to mind, nor shall they remember it,
nor shall they miss it, nor shall it be made
again (Jeremiah 3:16).” The context of this
passage is the Millennial reign of Jesus, so
it does not rule out the possibility of a discovery prior to that time. Conceivably, the
Ark could be discovered, and Satan could
use its discovery to incite the rebuilding

of a Temple where an apostate sacrificial
system would be reinstituted. We know
that such a Temple will be built, but I
doubt if its construction will be motivated
by the discovery of the Ark.
The important point to keep in mind
here is that the rediscovery of the Ark
is not essential to the rebuilding of the
Temple. After all, the Temple was rebuilt
by Zerubbabel following the Babylonian
captivity, and the Ark had already been
lost by that time. There was no Ark in the
Holy of Holies during the time when Jesus
worshiped in the Temple.
Nor is the Ark needed for the Millennial Temple. Ezekiel describes the Temple
in great detail (chapters 40-42), and he
never mentions the Ark. There is a Holy
of Holies (Ezekiel 41:4), but it is empty,
and it is not separated from the Holy Place
by a veil.
The Ethiopians may have an object they
venerate and consider to be the Ark.
But I personally believe there is no possibility that it is the original Ark of the
Covenant.

Muller’s way of finding God’s will
by David Wilkerson
ECENTLY I reread the life story of George Muller
who, in the mid-1830s, cared for more than 2 000
orphans in England – all by faith in God.
Muller was a known as the man who got answers to his
prayers. Before he died, he had listed in his journals more
than 50 000 answers to prayer.
When asked how he determined the will of God on any
matter, Muller listed the following steps he believed were
necessary:
1. “I get my heart into such a state that it has no will of its
own in regard to any
particular matter.”
2. “I do not leave the
result to feelings or
simple impressions.
That can make one
open to great delusions.”
3. “I seek God’s will
through, or in connection with, his Word. If
you look to the Spirit
without the Word,
you open yourself to
delusion.”
4. “I consider providential (God-controlled) circumstances.”
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5. “I ask God in prayer to reveal his will to me.”
6. “I make sure I have a clear conscience before God and
man.”
7. “Every time I listened to men instead of God, I made
serious mistakes.”
8. “I act only when I am at peace, after much prayer, waiting
on God with faith.”
Those who walk by faith, seeking only God’s perfect will,
are often sorely tested and tried. More and more in my own
life, I am finding out how important diligent prayer and
Bible reading are. Sadly, not many of God’s people pray diligently nowadays. Instead, there is much
TV viewing and very
little of waiting on
God.
When I give myself
to prayer, my faith
rises. And when I
feed on God’s Word,
my confidence in his
power to lead and
help me increases.
The Lord becomes
my banker, my advisor, my attorney.
May you find Him
doing the same for
you.
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T
he
Heavenly Dove

repelled by corruption
by A.W. Tozer

“But the dove found no rest for the sole of her foot
(Genesis 8:9)....”
E must consider the kind of
world which God saw and
judged before the flood. God searched
into the hearts of men and He saw that
mankind was corrupt and wicked, filled
with evil thoughts and imaginations
continually.
And what does He see now? This is a
good place to be reminded of what the
Word of God says about the need of the
Holy Spirit in our world, and the true
evaluation of those whom the world
calls its “good men.”
Why did Jesus say, when He spoke
of the Holy Spirit? “The world cannot
receive, because it sees Him not, neither
knows Him (John 1:17).” There is one
thing that Christians ought to get in
their minds – the fact that the world
knows nothing about the Holy Spirit.
The world knows nothing about the
Spirit, but the world talks about its
good men. The world appreciates a
good man if he gives to colleges and
hospitals. Books are written about him
and he becomes a celebrity if he runs
a clinic to take care of the lepers. The
world knows about good men, but the
world has absolutely no aﬃnity for the
Holy Spirit, because even good men are
under the judgement of God. The best
that we have in the world, our universities, our humanitarian societies, the
best we have apart from the new birth,
apart from the presence of God in the
life of a man, is only corruption, and
the wrath of God is upon it. The world
cannot receive the Spirit of God!

W
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The result of what God saw among men
was grief to His heart – and only love
can grieve. You cannot grieve unless you
love.
Sometimes the kindest thing the physician can do is to call for amputation
– otherwise, the patient will die. God,
who loved mankind, looked upon man
and saw that moral corruption had gone
out into all the bloodstream and was in
all the tissues and cells. He knew that the
patient would die unless He sent kindly
judgement to destroy it. He would save
the few to start over, that the race might
not perish through the weight of its own
sin. God sent a judgement on the earth,
and the waters covered the earth.
After a great number of days, the ark
still floated with the eight people aboard,
the animals, the birds and all the other
creatures. Outside the ark, the water had
long passed the flood stage where people
and things were simply dead. Corruption
had already started to set in.
Noah opened the ark when it settled on
Mount Ararat, and decided to find out
from the bird if there was dry ground
below. He wanted to know if the waters
of judgement had abated. He opened the
window and pushed the raven out.

A dark bird sailing
Here we have a sight which is probably
hard to visualize or understand. We see
a dark bird sailing across the desolation.
Now what was that desolation? What did
it add up to? It added up to the judgement
of God. The angry displeasure of God was
on the world. The waters of judgement,
the boiling silt, the floating corpses, all
of the dead things over the waters are
the marks of the judgement of God on
the world. The dark bird sailed across the
desolation, and his dark heart felt at home
there, for he was a carrion eater, and he
felt at home among the carrion. As the
raven sailed away from the warm, lighted
ark and from the presence of Noah, he
croaked with delight.
The evidence of death and judgement
should have been a repulsive and horrible
sight, but the raven was built for it. Something in his dark heart loved it, because he
lived on it. He immediately sailed down
and lighted on a near and likely corpse.
He began to tear hunks of half-rotten
flesh with his strong claws and beak. This
was what his heart wanted. Corruption
and desolation, silt and dirt, rotten flesh
and dead things – all fitted his disposition and his temperament. He fed on the
floating dead.
This is a brilliant illustration of how
things are in the world today. When
man sinned, and God deserted him and

he deserted God, he went out from Eden
and began to propagate himself, even
though he had the judgement of God
upon him. “For in the day that you eat of
it you shall surely die (Genesis 2:17).” “It
is appointed unto men to die once, but
after this the judgement (Hebrews 9:27),”
God promised.
God says that He is displeased with every
man, and unless we repent, we shall all
perish. All the nations of the world shall
be turned into hell. God is displeased with
the nations of the world. He is displeased
with the East, and He is displeased with
the West. He will send His judgement
on oppressive governments, and He will
send His judgement on the so-called free
nations of the world as well.
The great judgement of God is upon
mankind – red, yellow, black, white,
educated and uneducated, cultured and
uncultured, cave men and learned men.
Yet it doesn’t seem to bother people because man has in him that thing we call
sin. It doesn’t bother him at all, because
he is just as the raven was – at home in the
desolation. His dark heart had an affinity
for judgement and desolation. Man also
finds himself at home in a world under
the judgement of God.
There was only one good Man that ever
came to the world. He managed to stay
alive just 33 years – then they took Him
out and nailed Him on the cross. The
better a man is, the more he is despised by
those who love the desolation, the darkness and the sin of the world.
Just as the raven didn’t come back to the
ark, but lived out there in the desolation,
so men have built their civilisation upon
floating death. We like to think otherwise.
We are proud of our culture. We are proud
of our bridges, our roads, our education
and all the things we can do. God looks
on the heart and says, “The world is filled
with violence.”
I think that the most terrifying thing
that the sensitive Christian heart can hear
is the whirring of the wings of God. God
wants to come down. He wants to get into
our houses of Parliament, our Congress
and Senate. He wants to get into our
United Nations. God wants to get in, but
He can’t get in because the judgement –
His wrath – is upon men. His fury is upon
a corrupt, violent and vicious world.
The Holy Spirit is restless and He can’t
come down. He would come down, for
He loves mankind. He loves the blackest
sinner in all the world, and that might be
you or me. Sin is of the heart as well as of
the body and of conduct.
I wouldn’t be speaking about all this if
all I had to say was that the world could
not receive the Holy Spirit. That which
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gives me the most concern is that the Holy
Spirit cannot even light upon Christians.
Now, every Christian has a measure of
the Holy Spirit. Let’s get that straight.
When the Holy Spirit convicts a man and
regenerates a man, there’s a deposit of the
Holy Spirit in that life.

That’s quite another thing
The Holy Spirit is in some measure
resident in the breast of everyone who
is converted. Otherwise, there wouldn’t
be conversion. The Holy Spirit doesn’t
stand outside a man and regenerate him;
He comes in to regenerate him. But it’s
quite another thing for the Holy Spirit
to come down with His wings outspread,
uninhibited, free and pleased to fill lives,
and to fill churches, and to fill denominations. That’s quite another thing.
The Holy Spirit wants to come down, as
the dove wanted to land on the dry ground
and could find no place for the sole of
her foot. In our day, too, the Spirit seeks
a resting place for His feet, and we have
called these visitations “revivals” – and
we’re languishing for the lighting down
of the Spirit!
The simple truth is that unless we have a
lighting down upon evangelicalism, upon
our churches, unless the Dove of God can
come down with His wings outspread and
make Himself known and felt among us,
that which is fundamentalism will be
liberalism in years to come.
The Spirit is seeking a rest for the sole of
His foot. He is seeking it, and I hear the
fluttering of holy wings, and I hear the
mourning sound of Him who is grieved
and quenched. I see Him looking for signs
of repentance, for signs of sorrow of heart
and the lifting of the judgement of God
from the Church. When God judges the
world, it will be terror and fire, but God
wants to judge the Church. He wants
to judge you and me – His children. He
wants to begin at the house of the Lord,
and He wants to begin to judge us, and
the absence of the full power of the Holy
Spirit is perpetual condemnation.
Now, what are the marks of God’s displeasure upon His people? Well, let me
name a few of them for you. There are sins
of act and habit, sins of selfishness, such as
revelling in wealth while the world starves,
living like kings while millions perish –
and sins of the heart such as lust.
You know, you can be a Christian, or
at least you can belong to a good church
and still have lust in your heart. You can
belong to a good church and still have spite
in your heart. You go before the pastor or
the elders or deacons, and they cannot
look in your heart to find out whether you
have lust in there.
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We have all cultivated the religious
smile, and we manage to look pious when
the occasion comes. When we apply for
membership, we smile piously, and they
say that he’s a fine young man – but in his
heart there is lust.
God hates it, and the Dove won’t come
down!
Resentment in the heart of a man is just
as bad as adultery! I’ve met people who
lived year after year with resentment, but I
just will not stay mad at anybody. I refuse
to have resentment and ill will and an unforgiving spirit eating at my vitals. Yet we
have spite, we have jealousy, we have envy
and we have pride – pride of person, pride
of creed, pride of possession, pride of race
and pride of accomplishment.
We also have coldness of heart toward
the Godhead. We sing about God and
we pray, but it lacks warmth. We worship
coldly and stiffly.
Then there’s the poor sick world out
there. I, for my part, do not want to be
happy while the world perishes. Nobody
loves the world quite enough.
Much of our Christianity is social
instead of spiritual. We should be a
spiritual body with social overtones, but
most of our churches are social bodies
with spiritual overtones. The heart of the
Church ought always to be Christ and
the Holy Spirit. The heart of the Church
ought always to be heaven and God and
righteousness.
I have met men who wouldn’t talk to
you about anything but God. There was
a Canadian named Robert Jaffray, whose
family published the Toronto Globe and
Mail. He became a Christian and withdrew from his family and went to the
mission field.
Robert Jaffray got to the place where
you couldn’t talk to him and just discuss
common things. You couldn’t do it – he
would look down and answer and then
begin to talk about God and missions.
I have met saints like that – people who
were so interested in the things of God
that nothing else mattered. My brother
and sister, the Holy Spirit loves people like
that. He loves that kind of spirit, and He
is quick to come, to fill, to take over and
to take charge.
Now God is looking for a people who
want to be right. He is looking for a little
spot where the waters of His displeasure
are dried up, where there is no more
judgement, no more death, where the silt
and filth are all cleaned away and where
the blessed Holy Spirit can come down
in power. He wants to do that beginning
with us and for all of us!
Let me share a true story with you. I was
travelling on the train at one time, when

a man I knew got on and sat down beside
me. He was a missionary, and he seemed
very tender and broken.
He said, “I’d like to ask you something,
Mr Tozer. I am troubled, and this is my
problem. A number of years ago, a strange
thing happened on our mission compound
in India. The missionaries got together for
a conference, and the local Christians were
there, as well. We were all sitting around
together, and a Presbyterian missionary
was asked to preach to us. He preached
and he sat down.
“Mr Tozer, I will never be able to describe what happened, and I don’t know
why it happened, but suddenly there came
down on that assembly something like a
wave of love and light that broke us up
completely.
“One missionary ran to another and said,
‘Forgive me, forgive me,’ and another ran
to another, and they wept and hugged each
other. As a result of this experience, my
home has been completely transformed.
Home is heaven now.
“But this is what bothers me. Since that
time, I weep so easily that it bothers me.
When I get up to preach, I am just as likely
as not to break down and cry. I never was
that way before, but since the coming
down that day, the sudden, wonderful
visitation in India, I just cry so easily.

I couldn’t finish my sermon
“Coming home on the ship, they asked
me to take chapel one morning. They told
me there were some communists who
would be present in the service. I took my
text and there it came again, the memory
of all the glory came down on me, and I
just began to cry and couldn’t finish my
sermon.”
I said, “What did the communists think
of it? Did they make fun of you?”
“Oh, no,” he said. “They were very reverent about it.”
Then I said to my friend, “You have asked
me for advice on how you can overcome
your tender heart. Brother, don’t try it!
We have too many dry preachers. We have
so many dry preachers and so many men
who never shed a tear. If you can keep the
tears of God on you and can keep your
heart tender, keep it! You have a treasure
you should never give up.”
Do you know how he got that way? The
coming down, the lighting down – and
they got right with one another. They
got cleaned up – they got trouble out of
their hearts, and they got sins put away.
Even missionaries got their sins put away,
and when there was no more evidence of
the displeasure of the Almighty God, the
Holy Spirit came down!
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Holy Spirit
by G.D. Watson

T

tears

EARS have a language just as definite and emphatic as smiles or gestures. Words are not the only language
we speak. There is a language in our
gait, our tones of voice, our eyes, smiles,
gestures, and our physical movements,
in our laughter, facial expression – and
in our tears.
The Bible is full of tears. See how the
patriarchs “lifted up their voices and
wept.” Read in the prophets how the
tears poured down their cheeks night
and day. Go through the New Testament
and see Jesus weeping with His friends at
the grave of Lazarus. Read Paul’s Epistles
where the burning tears fell on the page
as he wrote.
What a vast ocean of heart life and pathos and feeling pervades the whole Bible.
It is not a stoical, human, philosophical
book; it throbs with deep feeling from beginning to end. It is a wonderful blessing
to any human soul to have the Holy Spirit
plough up the deep, interior fountains,
and melt all the emotions, and cause the
heart to pour itself out in tears.
There are different types of Holy Spirit
tears. There are the tears which flow from
conviction of sin, especially when we see
the sin in the light of God and look at it in
contrast with the Divine compassion and
longsuffering toward us. All truth, to be
forcible, must be seen with its two sides as
a whole and not as a half truth.
And so the sight of our sins, would not
on its own break up the depths of the
heart into weeping. But when this vision
of sin is seen in connection with God’s
longsuffering and compassion towards us,
we get a little glimpse into the tenderness
and merciful feeling of God for sinners.
Then sin seems heart-breaking, and so the
conscience is touched to the quick, which
produces a flow of tears.
It was this kind of weeping that Mary
Magdalene poured out over the feet of
her precious Lord. It was this kind of tears
that flowed thick and fast from the eyes
of Peter when he heard the cock crow. No
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sinner can be made to weep by a mere cold,
formal sight of his sins. Mount Sinai made
the Jews tremble, but did not make them
weep, and so the denunciation of sin or
the portrayal of it can never of itself produce repentant tears. It is only when the
sins are seen under the soft, melting light
of infinite pity and love that the heart is
broken and the tears flow.
Law may reveal sin, but nothing in the
universe except love will make a man hate
his sins. Water may be locked up in ice, but
you cannot drink it till it is melted, and it
takes the warmth of the tenderest love to
bring forth the waters of repentance.
There are tears we shed out of an intense
desire of seeing God, of beholding Jesus.
These are tears of a still higher order.
These are tears such as David shed when
he longed for the courts of the living God
during his banishment and when he said
his soul thirsted for God as the panting
deer after the water brooks. These are
the tears Mary shed when she sat at the
empty tomb of Jesus with an unspeakable longing to find her dear Lord. There
are no tears that give us such a deep and
beautiful insight into the preciousness
of Christ’s person and character as these
tears of holy longing.

If the eyes are dry,
so is the heart
When we get an opportunity for long
seasons of secret prayer and pour out our
hearts to our Heavenly Father, and then
leave ourselves open for the Spirit to work
in us as He pleases, He begins to draw
us out in pure heart-longings after God.
It is glorious beyond description to have
Him give us glimpses of Himself that
seem to entice our souls almost out of the
body, and draw us away with such inward
pantings, that the heart seems to leap and
bound upward into the Heavenly world.
We seem in spirit to be running with all
our might to get closer to His blessed face,
and at every bound it seems our hearts will
break with desire after the living God, till

the great fountain of tears is broken up
and they flow like hot salt streams down
our cheeks. Then the soul cries out, “O my
Lord! My Love! Infinitely blessed, tender,
precious God; when shall I see You in Your
glory, and when shall I drink myself full
of Your eternal blessedness!”
These tears give to our inner eyes telescopic visions into the beauties of God
as they are clustered and set forth in the
meek and lowly Jesus. These tears are supernatural, and float us, like Noah’s flood,
above the highest mountain tops of earth
into the deep blue dome of the peace and
joy of God.
Another kind of spiritual tears are those
we shed out of pure love for our fellows,
when we weep over the sins of mankind,
the calamities of our neighbours, and
out of a heart sorrow, for the salvation of
souls. Such are the tears Paul shed over the
wayward Galatians, and over those people
who had made shipwrecks of their faith.
It was tears like this that Samuel shed,
when the Lord told him that Saul had
turned away from God, and was rejected
from being king, and the great loving
prophet wept all night long. It was such
holy, loving tears as these that fell from the
eyes of Jesus as He sat on Mount Olivet,
and looked over His beautiful but illfated Jerusalem, and said, while the tears
trickled down His cheeks, “O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, how often would I have gathered you, as a hen gathers her chicks under
her wings, and you would not.”
These were the kind of tears the weeping
prophet, Jeremiah, poured out all his life
over the sins and desolations of his people.
These are the tears that soul-winners who
are filled with holy love shed over the souls
they are seeking to save. These are the Holy
Ghost tears which the humble and holy
ones pour out in the silent night watches
before God over the awful backslidings in
the churches, over worldly ministers, and
over cold, lifeless congregations.
Perhaps these tears take us down deeper
in the heart of Jesus because they bring us
into the plan of His sacrifice for others and
knit us in sympathy with His soul over the
lost. There are many professed Christians
who seldom weep; in fact, many of them
speak mockingly of tears, but such people
are leagues away from the true Bible life.
May God pity the dry eyed Christian,
for if the eye is dry, the heart behind the
eyes is dry also.
While we must not be attached to our
tears, we are to thank God that He gives
them to us, and above all things, we are
to seek that inward tenderness of nature,
that lowly contrition of heart, that interior
union with the Christ life out of which
Holy Spirit tears may flow.
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The reason in both cases is just the same:
They are proud and seek the honour of
men.
Jesus said to the Pharisees, “How can you
have faith who receive honour from one
another and do not seek the honour that
comes from God (John 5:44).” Those who
live before the face of men, seeking their
own honour can never receive revelation
on the true meaning of the Scriptures,
for God blinds them to the truth (Matthew11:25).
God has written the Scriptures in such
a way that the wise and intelligent will
not be able to understand it, if they do
not humble themselves. That cannot be
said about any earthly book. There is no
book in the world that requires humility
as an essential qualification in order to
understand it, except the Bible.

It’s foolishness

The
humble
receive grace & revelation
by Zac Poonen

“You younger men, likewise, be subject to your
elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God is opposed to
the proud, but gives grace to the humble (1Peter
5:5).”
ERE Peter speaks about the importance of learning submission
to spiritual authority in our younger
days. If a young man is saved by the age
of 20, it is usually God’s purpose that
he should have an effective ministry by
the time he is 35 years old. But for this
to be fulfilled, that man should learn
the all-important lessons of brokenness
and humility by the time he is 35.
And those lessons can be learnt only as
he submits to spiritual authority. Only
thus can He receive grace to exercise
spiritual authority later in his home and
in the church. Young people who do not
submit to spiritual authority invariably
end up losing the ministry God had in
mind for them.
This does not mean that we don’t have
to humble ourselves once we are older!
Subjection to elders must be learnt when
we are young. But following Jesus along

H
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the way of humility is something that we
have to keep on doing until our dying day.
That is the only way to keep on receiving
grace until the very end of our lives.
Bible-knowledge cannot give us grace.
It is an amazing fact that our Lord was
crucified by Bible-believing Jewish zealots, and not by the heathen Romans or
Greeks who had no knowledge of the
true God. The leaders of the only true
religion on earth in Jesus’ day (Judaism)
and the scholars of the only true Scriptures
(Genesis to Malachi), were the ones who
called Jesus a deceiver, a heretic and the
prince of devils.
Those scribes and Pharisees were intelligent, Bible-believing, well-educated and
ardent for the truth of the Scriptures. Yet
they were totally blind spiritually. They
did not get grace. Why? The answer to that
question is important, because history
has repeated itself again and again in the
Christendom. Ardent Bible scholars even
today, are totally blind to the true Jesus
of the Scriptures and to the true grace of
God. Like the Pharisees of old, they too
are unable to receive the hidden wisdom
of God (1 Corinthians 2:7-10).

The natural mind (no matter how clever)
will consider the revelation of the Spirit
that comes forth from a humble brother
as foolishness (1 Corinthians 2:14). One
requires grace to understand God’s Word.
Proud theologians today proclaim many
different interpretations of the Scriptures.
But they are totally unaware of their
blindness.
We have to humble ourselves before the
face of God, and finish with seeking the
honour and approval of men. Then God
will reveal to us what He hides from
others.
God resists the proud, but He gives grace
to the humble. If we are proud, then even
if all our doctrines are right, we shall end
up like the Pharisees, deceived and blind
concerning spiritual realities. Then we
shall not be able to recognise the true
prophets of God in our day, any more than
the Pharisees could recognise Jesus, the
True Prophet of the Lord in their day.
All sin has its origin in pride and selfishness. In the same way, all the virtues
of Christ have their origin in humility
and selflessness. The more we humble
ourselves, the more we will receive grace
from God. Then we shall live in victory
and manifest Christ’s character more and
more in our lives.
If anyone does not have victory over sin,
that would indicate clearly that he has
not humbled himself – because all who
humble themselves will certainly receive
grace (1 Peter 5:6), and all who come under God’s grace will certainly get victory
(Romans 6:14).
There are many false ideas of humility
in Christendom. But this is the test by
which we can evaluate ourselves unfailingly: Have we got victory over sin and is
the character of Christ being manifested
increasingly in us?
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The life on

Wings
by Hannah W. Smith

T

HE life hid with Christ in God has
many aspects. There is one aspect
which has been a great help and inspiration to me, and I think may be also to
some other longing and hungry souls.
It is what I call the life on wings.
Our Lord has not only told us to consider
the “flowers of the field” but also the “birds
of the air (Matthew 6:28; 8:20),” and I have
found that these little winged creatures
have some wonderful lessons for us. The
Psalmist, after enumerating the darkness
and bitterness of his life in this earthly
sphere of trial, cries out, “Oh, that I had
wings like a dove! I would fly away and
be at rest. Behold, I would wander far
away, I would lodge in the wilderness. I
would hasten to my place of refuge from
the stormy wind and tempest (Psalm
55:6-8).”
This cry for “wings” is as old as humanity.
Our souls were made to “mount up with
wings,” and they can never be satisfied
with anything short of flying. Like the
captive-born eagle that feels within it the
instinct of flight, and chafes and frets at
its imprisonment, hardly knowing what it
longs for, so do our souls chafe and fret,
and cry for freedom. We can never rest on
earth, and we long to “fly away” from all
that so holds and hampers and imprisons
us here.
This discontent comes through seeking
an outward escape from our circumstances or from our miseries. We do not
at first recognise the fact that our only way
of escape is to “mount up with wings,” and
we try to “flee on horses,” as the Israelites
did, when oppressed by their trials (Isaiah
30:16).
Our “horses” are the outward things
upon which we depend for relief, some
change of circumstances, or some help
from man – but the soul is not made that
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it can “flee upon horses,” but must make
its flight always upon wings.
Moreover, these “horses” generally carry
us, as they did the Israelites, out of one
trouble, only to land us in another. It is
as the Prophet says, “As when a man flees
from a lion And a bear meets him, Or goes
home, leans his hand against the wall And
a snake bites him (Amos 5:19).”
How often have we also run from some
“lion” in our pathway only to be met by a
“bear,” or have hidden ourselves in a place
of supposed safety, only to be bitten by a
“snake!” No, it is useless for the soul to
hope to escape by running away from its
troubles to any earthly refuge, for there are
none that can give it deliverance.
Is there, then, no way to escape for us
when in trouble or distress? Must we just
plod wearily through it all and look for
no relief? No, there’s a glorious way of
escape for everyone of us, if we will only
mount up on wings, and fly away from it
all to God. It’s not a way east or west, or
north or south, but it is a way upwards.
“Yet those who wait for the Lord Will gain
new strength; They will mount up with
wings like eagles, They will run and not
get tired, They will walk and not become
weary (Isa. 40:31).”
All creatures that have wings can escape
from every snare that is set for them, if
only they will fly high enough, and the
soul that uses its wings can always find
a “way to escape” all that can hurt or
trouble it.

The two wings of trust & surrender
What, then, are these wings?
Their secret is contained in the words,
“They that wait upon the Lord.” The soul
that waits upon the Lord is the soul that
is entirely surrendered to Him, and that
trusts Him perfectly. Therefore we might
name our wings the wings of Surrender

and of Trust.
I mean by this, that, if we will only surrender ourselves utterly to the Lord, and
will trust Him perfectly, we shall find our
souls “mounting up with wings as eagles” to
the “heavenly places” in Christ Jesus, where
earthly annoyances or sorrows have no power
to disturb us.
The wings of the soul carry it up into a spiritual plane of life, into the “life hid with Christ
in God,” which is a life utterly independent of
circumstances, one that no cage can imprison
and no shackles bind.
The “things above” are the things the soul
on wings cares about, not the “things on the
earth”; and it views life and all its experiences
from the high altitude of “heavenly places
in Christ Jesus.” Things look very different
according to the standpoint from which we
view them. The caterpillar, as it creeps along
the ground, must have a very different “view”
of the world around it, from that which the
same caterpillar will have when its wings are
developed, and it soars above the very places
where it once crawled.

The crawling soul sees things diﬀerently
And similarly, the crawling soul sees things
very differently from the soul that has
“mounted up with wings.” The mountain
top may blaze with sunshine when the valley
below is shrouded in fog, and the bird whose
wings can carry him high enough, can mount
up out of the gloom below into the joy of the
sunlight above.
And this is what the soul on wings does. It
overcomes the world through faith. To overcome means to “come over,” not to be crushed
under. The soul on wings flies over the world
and the things of it. These lose their power to
hold or bind the spirit that can “come over”
them on the wings of Surrender and Trust.
That spirit is made in very truth “more than
conqueror (Romans 8:37).”
Birds overcome the lower law of gravitation
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by the higher law of flight, and the soul on
wings overcomes the lower law of sin and
misery and bondage by the higher law of
spiritual flying. The “law of the spirit of life
in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:2)” is a higher and
more dominant law than the law of sin and
death. Therefore the soul that has mounted
into this upper region of the life in Christ
cannot fail to conquer and triumph.
But it may be asked how it is, then, that all
Christians do not always triumph. It is because a great many Christians do not “mount
up with wings” into this higher plane of life.
They live on the same low level with their circumstances. Instead of flying over them, they
try to fight them on their own earthly plane.
On this plane the soul is powerless. It has no
weapons with which to conquer there. Instead
of overcoming, or coming over, the trials and
sorrows of the earthly life, it is overcome by
them and crushed under them.
Trials assume a very different aspect when
looked down upon from above, than when
viewed from their own level. What seems like
an impassable wall on its own level, becomes
an insignificant line to the eyes that see it from
the top of a mountain. The snares and sorrows
that assume such immense proportion while
we look at them on the earthly plane, become
insignificant little motes in the sunshine
when the soul has mounted on wings to the
heavenly places above them.
A friend once illustrated to me the difference
between three of her friends in the following
way. She said, if they all came to a spiritual
mountain which had to be crossed, the first
one would tunnel through it with hard and
wearisome labour. The second would meander around it, hardly knowing where she was
going, and yet, because her aim was right, get
around it at last. But the third, she said, would
just flap her wings and fly right over.
I trust, if any of us in the past have tried
to tunnel our way through the mountains
that have stood across our pathway, or have
been meandering around them, that we may
from henceforth resolve to spread our wings
and “mount up” into the clear atmosphere
of God’s presence, where it will be easy to
overcome, or come over, the highest mountain
of them all.
I say, “spread our wings and mount,” because
not the largest wings ever known can lift a
bird one inch upward unless they are used. We
must use our wings, or they avail nothing.
It’s no use crying out, “Oh that I had wings,
and then I would flee!” – because we have the
wings already. What is needed is not more
wings, but only that we should use those we
have. The power to surrender and trust exists
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in every human soul, and only needs to be
brought into exercise.
With these two wings we can “flee” to
God at any moment, but, in order to reach
Him, we must actively use them. We must
not merely want to use them, but we must
do it definitely and actively. A passive surrender or a passive trust will not do.
We shall not “mount up” very high if
we only surrender and trust in theory or
in our especially religious moments. We
must do it definitely and practically about
each detail of daily life as it comes to us.
We must meet our disappointments, our
thwartings, our persecutions, our malicious enemies, our provoking friends, our
trials and temptations of every sort – with
an active and experimental attitude of
surrender and trust.

They will lose their power to harm us
We must spread our wings and “mount
up” to the “heavenly places in Christ”
above them all, where they will lose their
power to harm or distress us. For from
these high places we shall see things
through the eye of Christ, and all earth
will be glorified in the heavenly vision.
How changed our lives would be if we
could only fly through the days on these
wings of surrender and trust! Instead of
stirring up strife and bitterness by trying,
metaphorically, to knock down and walk
over our offending brothers and sisters, we
should escape all strife by simply spreading
our wings and mounting up to the heavenly region where our eyes would see all
things covered with a mantle of Christian
love and pity.
Our souls were made to live in this upper atmosphere, and we stifle and choke
on any lower level. Our eyes were made to
look off from these heavenly heights, and
our vision is distorted by any lower gazing.
It is a great blessing, therefore, that our
loving Father in Heaven has mercifully
arranged all the discipline of our lives with
a view to teaching us to fly.
In Deuteronomy we have a picture of
how this teaching is done. “Like an eagle
that stirs up its nest, That hovers over its
young, He spread His wings and caught
them, He carried them on His pinions.
The Lord alone guided him, And there
was no foreign god with him (Deuteronomy 32:11&12).”
The mother eagle teaches her little ones
to fly, by making their nest so uncomfortable that they are forced to leave it and
commit themselves to the unknown world

of air outside. And God does the same to
us. He stirs up our comfortable nests, and
pushes us over the edge, and we are forced
to use our wings to save ourselves from
fatal falling. See your trials in this light,
and see if you can’t begin to get a glimpse
of their meaning. Your wings are being
developed.
With this end in view we can surely
accept with thankfulness every trial that
compels us to use our wings, for only so
they can grow strong and large and fit for
the highest flying. Unused wings gradually wither and shrink, and lose their flying
powers. If we had nothing in our lives that
made flying necessary, we might perhaps
at last lose all capacity to fly.
But you may ask, are there no hindrances
to flying, even where the wings are strong,
and the soul is trying hard to use them?
Yes.
A bird may be imprisoned in a cage, or
it may be tethered to the ground with a
cord, or it may be loaded with a weight
that drags it down, or it may be entrapped
in the “snare of the fowler.” Hindrances
like these in the spiritual realm may make
it impossible for the soul to fly until it has
been set free from them by the mighty
power of God.
One “snare of the fowler” that entraps
many souls is the snare of doubt. The
doubts look so plausible and often so
humble that Christians walk into their
“snare” without dreaming for a moment
that it is a snare at all until they find themselves caught and unable to fly. There is no
more possibility of flying for the soul that
doubts than there is for the bird caught in
the fowler’s snare.

The wing of trust is harmed
The reason of this is evident. The wing
of trust is entirely disabled by the slightest
doubt. Just as it requires two wings to lift a
bird in the air, so does it require two wings
to lift the soul. A great many people do
everything but trust. They spread the wing
of surrender and use it vigorously and
wonder why it is that they do not mount
up, never dreaming that it is because all
the while the wing of trust is hanging idle
by their sides. It is because Christians use
one wing only that their efforts to fly are
often so irregular and fruitless.
Look at a bird with a broken wing trying
to fly, and you will get some idea of the
kind of motion all one-sided flying must
make. We must use both our wings, or not
try to fly at all. (Continued overleaf...)
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The life on
Continued...

It may be for some that the “snare of the
fowler” is some subtle form of sin, some
hidden lack of consecration. Where this is
the case, the wing of trust may seem to be
all right, but the wing of surrender hangs
idly down. Both wings must be used or no
flying is possible.
Or perhaps the soul may feel as if it
were in a prison from which it cannot
escape, and consequently is debarred
from mounting up on wings. No earthly
bars can ever imprison the soul. No walls,
however high or bolts however strong,
can imprison an eagle as long as there is
an open way upward. And earth’s power
can never hold the soul in prison while
the upward way is kept open and free. Our
enemies may build walls around us as high
as they please, but they cannot build any
barrier between us and God. If we “mount
up with wings,” we can fly higher than any
of their walls can ever reach.
If we find ourselves imprisoned, then
we may be sure of this, that it is not our
earthly environment that constitutes our
prison house – for the soul’s wings scorn
all paltry bars and walls of earth’s making.
The only thing that can really imprison
the soul is something that hinders its
upward flight.
The Prophet tells us that it is our iniquities that have separated us from God,
and our sins that have hid His face from
us (Isaiah 59:2). Therefore if our soul is
imprisoned, it must be because some indulged sin has built a barrier between us
and the Lord, and we cannot fly until this
sin is given up and put out of the way.

Cares & anxieties
But often where there is no conscious
sin, the soul is still unconsciously tethered
to something of earth and so struggles in
vain to fly. As well might an eagle try to
fly with a hundred-ton weight tied fast to
its feet as the soul try to “mount up with
wings” while a weight of earthly cares and
anxieties is holding it down to earth.
When our Lord was trying to teach His
disciples concerning this danger, He told
them a parable of a great supper to which
many who were invited failed to come be14

cause they were hindered by their earthly
cares (Luke 14:18-20).
Wives, or oxen or land or even very much
smaller things may be the cords that tether
the soul from flying or the weights that
hold it down. Let us then cut every cord,
and remove every barrier, that our souls
may find no hindrance to their mounting
up with wings as eagles to heavenly places
in Christ Jesus.
When the Prophet declared that though
all the world should be desolate, yet he
would rejoice in God and joy in the God
of His salvation, his soul was surely on
wings (Habakkuk 3:17-18). Paul knew
what it was to use his wings when he found
himself to be “sorrowful, yet always rejoicing (2 Corinthians 6:10).” On the earthly
plane all was dark to both Paul and the
Prophet, but on the heavenly plane all was
brightest sunshine.

Do you know anything of this life?
Do you know anything of this life on
wings, dear reader? Do you “mount up”
continually to God, out of and above
earth’s cares and trials to that higher plane
of life where all is peace and triumph? Or
do you plod wearily along on foot through

the midst of your trials and let them overwhelm you at every turn?
Do not think that by flying I mean every
joyous emotion or feeling of exhilaration.
There is a great deal of emotional flying
that is not really flying at all. This is the
type flying a feather accomplishes when
it’s driven upward by a strong puff of
wind but flutters down again as soon as
the wind stops blowing.
The flying I mean is a matter of principle,
not a matter of emotion. It may be accompanied by very joyous emotions but it
doesn’t depend on them. It depends only
upon entire surrender and absolute trust.
Every one who will honestly use these two
wings and will faithfully persist in using
them, will find that they have mounted
up with wings as an eagle no matter how
empty of all emotion they may have felt
themselves to be before.
The promise is sure: “They that wait
upon the Lord shall mount up with wings
as eagles.” Not “may perhaps mount up,”
but “shall!” It is the inevitable result.
May we each one prove it for ourselves!

The Window and the Mirror
A

very rich young man went to see a rabbi in order to ask his advice about what
he should do with his life. The rabbi led him over to the window and asked
him:
“What can you see through the glass?”
“I can see men coming and going and a blind man begging for alms in the street.”
Then the Rabbi showed him a large mirror and said to him:
“Look in this mirror and tell me what you see.”
“I can see myself.”
“And you can’t see the others. Notice that the window and the mirror are both made
of the same basic material, glass; but in the mirror, because the glass is coated with a fine
layer of silver, all you can see is
yourself. You should compare
yourself to these two kinds of
glass. Poor, you saw other people
and felt compassion for them.
Rich – covered in silver – you see
yourself. You will only be worth
anything when you have the
courage to tear away the coating
of silver covering your eyes in
order to be able to see again and
love your fellow man.”
Prepare the Way

Our gathering together is soon…
by Helen Gardiner

“Now, brethren, concerning the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to
Him, we ask you, not to be soon shaken in mind
or troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had
come. Let no one deceive you by any means; for
that Day will not come unless the falling away
comes first, and the man of sin is revealed, the
son of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself
above all that is called God or that is worshiped,
so that he sits as God in the temple of God, showing
himself that he is God.
“Do you not remember that when I was still with
you I told you these things? And now you know
what is restraining, that he may be revealed in his
own time. For the mystery of lawlessness is already
at work; only He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out of the way. And then the lawless
one will be revealed, whom the Lord will consume
with the breath of His mouth and destroy with the
brightness of His coming. The coming of the lawless one is according to the working of Satan, with
all power, signs, and lying wonders, and with all
unrighteous deception among those who perish,
because they did not receive the love of the truth,
that they might be saved. And for this reason God
will send them strong delusion, that they should
believe the lie; that they all may be condemned
who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in
unrighteousness (2 Thessalonians 2:1-12).”
ELOVED, we stand on the threshold. Our gathering together to
Him is soon coming. We are living in
the midst of the falling away from truth

B
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and righteousness in the Church and
the “strong delusion” is rife.
The man of sin, however has not yet been
revealed, so we can safely say, Jesus is not
coming today.
There are upon the earth, two types of
churches which are pleasing to God as
typified and defined by, the church in
Philadelphia (Revelation 3:7-13) which
is the faithful church; and the church in
Smyrna (Revelation 2:8-10), the martyr
church which is urged to be faithful to
death, in order to receive the crown of life.
The church in Philadelphia is promised
reward for her perseverance. “I also will
keep you from the hour of trial which shall
come upon the whole world, to test those
who dwell on the earth (verse 10).”
The church in Philadelphia is the one to
be raptured.
Read also Luke 21:34-36: “But take heed
to yourselves,” (Jesus speaking here)”lest
your hearts be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness, and cares of this life,
and the day come on you unexpectedly.
For it will come as a snare on all those
who dwell on the face of the whole earth.
Watch therefore, and pray always that you
may be counted worthy to escape all these
things that will come to pass, and to stand
before the Son of Man.”
The parable of the wise and the foolish
virgins is also relevant here. Read Matthew 25:1-13.
The oil represents the Holy Spirit which
we receive by baptism for empowering for

service, and also through everyday continued infi lling as we walk in ever-increasing
obedience and yieldedness.
Not all who name the name of Jesus
Christ will be raptured but those who are
ready. Not those who are too caught up in
the world, too attached to it, in financial
debt to it. Those who remain will be tested
in the Great Tribulation.
There is a church that comes through.
We read of them in Revelation 7:14:
“These are the ones who come out of the
great tribulation, and washed their robes
and made them white in the blood of the
Lamb.”
The exhortation, in these days, is to
ensure you are a part of the rapture,
rather than having to go through the great
tribulation.
Right now the true church of Jesus
Christ and the Holy Spirit is restraining the mystery of lawlessness to some
measure, but once she (church) and He
(Holy Spirit) are taken out, life will be
unbearable.
They cry goes out, “Let us make ourselves
ready.”
Meanwhile, in the midst of counterfeit
revival, true revival dawns, with truth of
doctrine; exemplary fruit in the lives of
its overseers and instruments, and signs
and wonders. The wonders will not be the
main or only feature. In fact, if we place
too much emphasis on these, we shall be
prey for the lying signs and wonders of the
evil one.
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God’
s
trouble-makers
G

even stoned: but always one
or two who had received his
words would rescue him,
and so he slowly built up a
band of followers. On several
occasions his wounds were
miraculously healed.
Within a short time he had
been imprisoned three times.
At one of his trials he had
urged the court to “tremble
at the word of God”, and the
judge scornfully termed him
a “Quaker” – the name by
which his followers have been
known ever since.
In 1652 George was in Lancashire when he felt led to
climb Pendle Hill. At the
top he had a divine vision
of thousands of souls coming to the Lord. He set off
in the direction shown in
the vision and, as a result,
came into contact with the
Westmoreland Seekers (in
present day Cumbria). These
were groups of Christians
disenchanted with denominational churches, who met
together to pray and study
the scriptures.
One sermon was preached to around a
thousand of these Seekers at Firbank Fell,
and a plaque there declares this to be the
birthplace of the Quaker movement.
Margaret Fell, wife
of a local circuit judge
i n Cu m br i a e mbraced the Quaker
cause together with
all her family. In later
years, after the judge’s
death, she became
Fox’s wife. Swarthmoor Hall became
the first centre of the
movement and the
place from which it
sent out its first missionaries abroad. It is
still a Quaker centre
today.
Wherever he went,
there was turmoil.
The “common people” heard him gladly,
Quakers being led to execution in Massachusetts Bay Colony in the s
but many of the gen16
EORGE Fox was born in 162 in
Leicestershire, England, the son
of a weaver. His parents were devout
churchgoers and one ancestor had been
martyred for his faith under Queen
Mary.
Fox records how from an early age he
was disgusted with all religious hypocrisy
and longed for a Christianity that would
consume his whole being.
Apprenticed to a shoe-maker, George
could not settle, but drifted around the
country in a search for God. He sat in
orchards and read the Bible, which convinced him that the only true church was
the gathering of reborn people. He found
no biblical grounds for special buildings,
Sunday religion and paid clergymen.
At the age of 23 he finally found salvation
through Christ, and with it an experience
that today we would probably call being
baptised in the Holy Spirit. He saw a vision of heavenly glory, an ocean of light
and love flowing out to cover an ocean of
darkness. He felt himself made pure within, knew the inspiration and revelations
of the Holy Spirit, and was overwhelmed
with a longing to save the lost.
This new life, allied to a bold and
outspoken nature, was very volatile! He
often wandered into a church service
and addressed the people after the vicar
had ended the sermon. He then fearlessly
declared the narrow way of following
Christ. Frequently he was set upon by
the congregation, beaten, put in stocks,

try and clergy did all they could to oppose.
At Ulverston, for example, a churchwarden urged the mob to seize Fox. He
was kicked and beaten inside the parish
church! – and then whipped by constables
outside, before being turned over to the
crowd, who beat him unconscious.
It is characteristic of Fox that he did his
best to wash off the blood, walked three
miles to a friend’s house where he arrived
scarce able to speak. He had no interest in
bringing the ruffians to trial.
Other Quaker evangelists endured terrible suffering for the sake of the gospel.
They were beaten unconscious, flogged
and imprisoned. Quakerism was born in
blood. But the more they were persecuted,
the more they were sought out – especially
by the poor.
George Fox records in his journal that
during his imprisonment in Carlisle in
1653 (when he came near to being hanged),
the rich came to gawp and triumph, while
vermin-infested beggars and thieves
showed him love. In time, many of these
poor, uneducated folk were transformed
by the Holy Spirit into valiant missionarPrepare the Way

ies for Jesus Christ.
Most of the first group of Quaker missionaries were weavers, tailors, servinggirls or shopkeepers. Many of them were in
their twenties, some their teens, a handful
over 40. Few had any real education, let
alone theological training. They relied on
the infilling of the Holy Spirit the “inner
light” that Fox knew and preached – and
burned with faith and zeal for Christ.
This group became known as the “Valiant
60.”
Their main targets were London, Bristol
and Norwich, at that time the three largest cities of England. Teams consisting of
one more experienced and one younger
pioneer were sent to each city. Other teams
went here and there as they felt guided.

They invariably
caused uproar
Everywhere they proclaimed new birth
in Christ and turned people from lifeless religious traditions. They invariably
caused uproar.
John Camm had tuberculosis but laboured in Bristol until he had no strength
left. On his arrival in the town he had been
attacked by the mob, but by the time he
died in 1656, the meetings had grown so
large that they had to meet (summer or
winter) in an orchard.
Richard Hubberthorne, undersized and
rather frail, was put in the stocks at Cambridge (a town where two Quaker women
had also been publicly flogged) and jailed
at Wymondham in Norfolk. He never
reached his destination of Norwich and it
was left to 18 year old George Whitehead
to pioneer the work there in the face of
implacable hostility.
Elizabeth Fletcher was from a more
comfortable background than many, but
left it all when she was filled with the
Holy Spirit. With another sister she was
set upon by a gang of students at Oxford
and so badly beaten that she never fully
recovered. After a brief service in Ireland,
she died of her injuries, aged 19.
George Harrison was a fearless evangelist. He once ran after John Lilburne,
a well-known political figure, and told
him he was too proud for God’s grace.
The mortified Lilburne said later that
he felt he had been boxed on the ears; he
repented and became a Quaker! Harrison,
however, soon afterwards died a martyr’s
death, beaten up and stoned by the mob
at Haverhill.
In the new colonies of America it was
worse: the death penalty was used against
Quakers. Any ship’s captain landing them
Prepare the Way

in Boston faced heavy fines. Nevertheless
Dorothy Waugh, a Quaker serving-girl,
felt the Lord call her to go. Nobody would
take her. Undeterred, she found that
another Quaker owned a small vessel, so
she gathered some companions and set
sail. With no seafaring experience and in
a craft not intended for Atlantic crossings,
they nonetheless reached America and
began a work there.
Mary Fisher went one stage further. She
felt the Spirit prompt her to evangelise
the Sultan of Turkey, whose armies and
pirate fleets terrorised Europe. She duly
set off for Smyrna but was sent back by the
British consul, who thought she must be
mad. Mary persevered and set off, alone
and on foot, to Adrianople. The grand
Vizier, amazed at her audacity, arranged
an audience, and the servant-girl from
Welby preached the gospel to the entire
court. The Sultan was not convinced, but
Mary, her mission accomplished, refused
lavish presents and walked home.
The ranks of these first pioneers thinned
fast. Hubberthorne and Burroughs died
of disease in London’s Newgate Prison.
Howgill died in jail at Appleby. Soon
there was only a handful of the original 60
left, mostly in prison. William Dewsbury
spent 19 years in Warwick jail.
And yet soon after they fell, new ones
arose. These were often friends they had
won through their preaching and pain,
men and women who now carried the
torch forward.
The noted Puritan, Richard Baxter, gave
the 60 a grudging tribute when he wrote
of how, in an age where many Christians
were cowed by fear and met in secret,
“many tumed Quakers because the Quakers kept their meetings open and went to
prison for it cheerfully.”
With grateful acknowledgements to the Jesus
Army
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Does God always answer prayer?
by “An Unknown Christian”

T

HIS is one of the most important
questions that any man can ask.
Very much depends on the answer. Let
us not shrink from facing the question
fairly and honestly.
Does God always answer prayer?
Of course, we all believe that He does
answer prayer – some prayers, and sometimes. But does He always answer true
prayer. Some so-called prayers He does not
answer, because He does not hear them.
When His people were rebellious, He said,
“When you make many prayers, I will not
hear (Isaiah 1:15).”
But a child of God ought to expect answers to prayer. God means every prayer to
have an answer; and not a single real prayer
can fail to have an effect in heaven.
And yet that wonderful declaration of
Paul – “All things are yours, for you are
Christ’s (1 Corinthians 3:21)” – seems to
be so plainly and so tragically untrue for
most Christians. Yet it is not so. They are
ours, but so many of us do not possess our
possessions.
The owners of Mount Morgan, in Australia, toiled arduously for years on its
barren slopes, eking out a miserable existence, never knowing that under their feet
was one of the richest sources of gold the
world has ever known. There was wealth,
vast, undreamt of, yet unimagined and
unrealised. It was “theirs,” yet not theirs.
The Christian, however, knows of the
riches of God in glory in Christ Jesus,
but he does not seem to know how to get
18

them.
Now, our Lord tells us that they are to
be had for the asking. May He indeed
give us all a right judgement in “prayerthings.” When we say that no true prayer
goes unanswered we are not claiming
that God always gives just what we ask
for. Have you ever met a parent so foolish
as to treat his child like that? We do not
give our child a red-hot poker because he
clamours for it!
Why, if God gave us all we prayed for,
we would rule the world, and not He!
And more than one ruler of the world is
an absolute impossibility!
God’s answer to prayer may be “Yes,” or it
may be “No.” It may be “Wait,” for it may
be that He plans a much larger blessing
than we imagined, and one which involves
other lives as well as our own.
God’s answer is sometimes “No.” But
this is not necessarily a proof of known
and wilful sin in the life of the suppliant,
although there may be sins of ignorance.
He said “No” to Paul sometimes (2 Corinthians 12:8&9). More often than not the
refusal is due to our ignorance or selfishness in asking. “For we know not how to
pray as we ought (Romans 8:26).”
That was what was wrong with the
mother of Zebedee’s children. She came
and worshipped our Lord and prayed to
Him. He quickly replied, “You know not
what you ask (Matthew 20:22).” Elijah, a
great man of prayer, sometimes had “No”
for an answer. But when he was swept up
to glory in a chariot of fire, did he regret

that God said “No” when he cried out “O
Lord, take away my life?”
God’s answer is sometimes “Wait.” He
may delay the answer because we are not
yet fit to receive the gift we crave – as with
wrestling Jacob. Do you remember the
famous prayer of Augustine – “O God,
make me pure, but not now.” Aren’t our
prayers sometimes like that? Are we always
really willing to “drink the cup” – to pay
the price of answered prayer? Sometimes
He delays so that greater glory may be
brought to Himself.
God’s delays are not denials. We do not
know why He sometimes delays the answer and at other times answers “before
we call (Isaiah 65:24).” George Muller, one
of the greatest men of prayer of all time,
had to pray over a period of more than 63
years for the conversion of a friend! Who
can tell why?
“The great point is never to give up
until the answer comes,” said Muller. “I
have been praying for 63 years and eight
months for one man’s conversion. He is
not converted yet, but he will be! How can
it be otherwise? There is the unchanging
promise of Jehovah, and on that I rest.”
Was this delay due to some persistent
hindrance from the devil (Daniel 10:13)?
Was it a mighty and prolonged effort
on the part of Satan to shake or break
Muller’s faith? For no sooner was Muller
dead than his friend was converted – even
before the funeral.
Yes, his prayer was granted, though the
answer tarried long in coming. So many
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of George Muller’s petitions were granted
him that it is no wonder that he once
exclaimed, “Oh, how good, kind, gracious and condescending is the One with
Whom we have to do! I am only a poor,
frail, sinful man, but He has heard my
prayers ten thousands of times.”
Perhaps some are asking, How can I
discover whether God’s answer is “No” or
“Wait?” We may rest assured that He will
not let us pray 63 years to get a No! Muller’s
prayer, so long repeated, was based upon
the knowledge that God desires that none
should perish and “He desires all men to
be saved (1 Timothy 2:4).”
Again may I urge you to hold on to
this truth: true prayer never goes unanswered.
If we only gave more thought to our
prayers we would pray more intelligently.
Some dear Christian people seem to lay
their common sense and reason aside
before they pray. A little reflection would
show that God cannot grant some prayers.
During war every nation prays for victory.
Yet it is obvious that all countries can’t be
victorious. Two men living together might
pray, the one for rain and the other for fine
weather. God can’t give both these things
at the same time in the same place!
Has God has granted all my prayers? No,
He has not. To have said “Yes” to some of
them would have spelt curse instead of
blessing. To have answered others would
but have fostered spiritual pride and selfsatisfaction. How plain all these things
seem now, in the fuller light of God’s
Holy Spirit!
As we look back and compare our eager,
earnest prayers with our poor, unworthy
service and lack of true spirituality, we see
how impossible it was for God to grant the
very things He longed to impart! It was
often like asking God to put the ocean of
His love into a thimble!
And yet, how God just yearns to bless
us with every spiritual blessing! How the
dear Saviour cries again and again, “How
often would I... but you would not (Matthew 23:37)!”

He readily gives...
The sadness of it all is that we often ask
and do not receive because of our unworthiness – and then we complain because
God does not answer our prayers! The
Lord Jesus declares that God gives the
Holy Spirit – who teaches us how to pray
– just as readily as a father gives good gifts
to his children.
But no gift is a “good gift” if the child is
not fit to use that gift. God never gives us
something that we cannot, or will not, use
for His glory. I am not referring to talents,
Prepare the Way

for we may abuse or “bury” those, but to
spiritual gifts.
Did you ever see a father give his baby
boy a razor when he asked for it, because
he hoped the boy would grow into a man
and then find the razor useful? Does a
father never say to his child, “Wait till you
are older, or bigger, or wiser, or better, or
stronger?” May not our loving heavenly
Father also say to us, “Wait?”
Rest assured that God never bestows
tomorrow’s gift today. It is not unwillingness on His part to give. It is not that
God is ever straitened in Himself. His
resources are infinite, and His ways are
past finding out.

Let us rely more
upon prayer!
Oh, let us rely more upon prayer! Do
we not know that “He is a Rewarder of
those who diligently seek Him (Hebrews
6:6)?”
The “oil” of the Holy Spirit will never
cease to flow so long as there are empty
vessels to receive it (2 Kings 4:6). It is
always we who are to blame when the
Spirit’s work ceases. God cannot trust
some Christians with the fullness of the
Holy Spirit. God cannot trust some workers with definite spiritual results in their
labours. They would suffer from pride
and vainglory. No! We do not claim that
God grants every Christian everything
he prays for.
There must be purity of heart, purity of
motive, purity of desire, if our prayers are
to be in His name. God is greater than His
promises, and often gives more than either
we desire or deserve – but He does not always do so. So, then, if any specific petition
is not granted, we may feel sure that God
is calling us to examine our hearts. For He
has undertaken to grant every prayer that
is truly offered in His name.
Let us repeat His blessed words: “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do,
so that the Father may be glorified in the
Son. If you ask Me anything in My name,
I will do it. (John 14:13&14)”
“But wasn’t Paul filled with the Holy
Spirit?” you ask, “and did he not say, ‘We
have the mind of Christ?’ Yet he asked
three times that God would remove the
‘thorn’ in his flesh – and yet God distinctly
tells him He would not do so.”
It is an amazing thing, too, that the
only petition recorded of the apostle
Paul seeking something for his own individual need was refused! The difficulty,
however, is this: Why did Paul, who had
the “mind” of Christ, ask for something
which he soon discovered was contrary
to God’s wishes? There are doubtless

many fully-consecrated Christians reading these words who have been perplexed
because God has not given some things
they prayed for.
We must remember that we may be filled
with the Spirit and yet err in judgement
or desire. We must remember, too, that
we are never filled with God’s Holy Spirit
once for all. The evil one is always on the
watch to put his mind into us, so as to
strike at God through us. At any moment
we may become disobedient or unbelieving, or may be betrayed into some thought
or act contrary to the Spirit of love.
We have an astonishing example of this
in the life of Peter. At one moment, under
the compelling influence of God’s Holy
Spirit, he cries, “You are the Christ, the
Son of the living God!” Our Lord turns,
and with words of high commendation
says, “Blessed are you, Simon, for flesh and
blood has not revealed it to you, but My
Father, which is in heaven.”
Yet, a very little while after, the devil gets
his mind into Peter, and our Lord turns
and says to him, “Get thee behind me,
Satan (Matthew 16:17&23)!” Peter was
now speaking in the name of Satan! Satan
still “desires to have” us.
Paul was tempted to think that he could
do far better work for his beloved Master
if only that “thorn” could be removed. But
God knew that Paul would be a better
man with the “thorn” than without it.

More glory to God
Isn’t it a comfort to us to know that we
may bring more glory to God under something which we are apt to regard as a hindrance or handicap, than if that undesired
thing was removed? “My grace is sufficient
for you: for My power is made perfect in
weakness (2 Corinthians 12:9).”
Paul was not infallible – nor were Peter
and John; nor is any other man. We may
– and do – offer up mistaken prayers.
The highest form of prayer is not, “Your
way, O God, not mine,” but “My way, O
God, is Yours!” We are taught to pray,
not “Your will be changed,” but “Your
will be done.”
Mary Slessor, the missionary to West
Africa, was once asked what prayer meant
to her. She replied, “My life is one long,
daily, hourly record of answered prayer
for physical health, for mental overstrain,
for guidance given marvellously, for errors
and dangers averted, for enmity to the
Gospel subdued, for food provided at the
exact hour needed, for everything that
goes to make up life and my poor service.
I can testify with a full and often wonderstricken awe that I believe God answers
prayer. I know God answers prayer!”
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The good

Samaritan
by Jack Kelley

On one occasion an expert in the Law stood up to
test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “What must I do
to inherit eternal life?” “What is written in the
Law,” Jesus replied, “How do you read it?” He
answered: “Love the Lord your God with all your
heart and with all your soul and with all your
strength and with all your mind (Deuteronomy
6:5) and love your neighbour as yourself (Leviticus 19:18).” “You have answered correctly,” Jesus
replied, “Do this and you will live.” But he wanted
to justify himself and so he asked Jesus, “And who
is my neighbour (Luke 10:25-29)?”
N reply to this question, Jesus told
the parable of the Good Samaritan
(Luke 10:30-37) the obvious point of
which is that our neighbour is anyone
in need of our assistance. We all learned
this point of the story as children. But
parables are heavenly stories put into an
earthly context where every character is
symbolic of someone or something else,
and the Parable of the Good Samaritan
is no exception. Therefore we should
also expect to find a glimpse of Heaven
contained therein.
The word parable literally means “to
place alongside” so the obvious “earthly”
story has to be accompanied by a hidden
“heavenly” one. Put another way, if the
obvious story is the children’s version then
the hidden one is the adult version of the
story. Let’s find it.
Who Are The Samaritans?
First, a little background. The Samaritans
were the offspring of marriages between
Jewish farmers the Assyrians left behind
when they conquered the Northern
Kingdom in 721 BC and the pagans they
re-located there. Mixing up the conquered
populations was standard procedure for
the Assyrians because it reduced the threat
of organised rebellion.
The Samaritans were despised by the
Jews because of these mixed marriages
and because they had incorporated pagan
rituals into their worship of God (both
were forbidden by Jewish law). A generation or so before the time of Jesus, a son

I
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of the Jewish High Priest had run off
and married the daughter of the King of
Samaria, built a replica of the Temple on
Mt Gerizim and instituted a rival worship
system which caused a huge scandal. In
her encounter with Jesus (John 4:4-42)
the Samaritan “woman at the well” makes
reference to this (vs. 19).
The region called Samaria was named after the capital city of the former Northern
Kingdom and is located in what’s known
today as the West Bank. Because their laws
prohibit marrying outside their own, the
Samaritan population has dwindled to a
point where only about 700 exist today.
They’re not Palestinians, but they’re not
regarded as Jews either and keep pretty
much to themselves.
Some have equated the Jews’ treatment
of Samaritans during the time of Jesus
with the southern whites’ treatment of
blacks in the 19th century in America,
so to have a Samaritan as the hero of this
story must have gotten the attention of
the Lord’s audience right away. By the
way, the ruins of the Samaritan Temple
were discovered about 10 years ago and are
being excavated for public display.
The old Jericho Road was a steep narrow

passage along one wall of a deep canyon.
In the 27 kilometres from Jerusalem to
Jericho, it dropped 1 000 metres through a
rough wilderness area fraught with danger
from attacks by wild animals in the best
of times. In the Lord’s day there was also
the threat of being attacked by robbers
lurking in the rocks.

The pass of blood

The Temple renovation was nearly complete and many workers had been laid off.
Having lost their source of income, some
turned to stealing to provide for their
families. The people were all too familiar
with reports of violence there, and had
nicknamed this road Adumim, the Pass
of Blood. The area where the canyon
opens up at the bottom, near Jericho, is
traditionally known as the valley of the
Shadow of Death, from Psalm 23.
And now, back to our story…
You know how the story goes. A man
travelling along the old Jericho Road is
beset by robbers who strip him of his
clothes, beat him and leave him half dead.
First a priest and then a Levite pass by, but
simply cross to the other side and ignore
Prepare the Way

him. Then a Samaritan comes along. He
comes to where the man is, binds up his
wounds applying oil and wine, and places
him upon his own donkey. He takes the
man to a nearby inn and cares for him.
The next day he pays the man’s present
and future bill asking the innkeeper to
look after him and promising to pay any
balance due when he returns. The two
silver coins he gave the innkeeper would
have paid a man’s hotel bill for up to two
months in those days.
So, understanding that there’s supposed
to be a glimpse of Heaven here and that
everyone in the parable is symbolic of
someone else let’s look for the hidden
meaning.
“A man was going down from Jerusalem
to Jericho, when he fell into the hands of
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes,
beat him and went away, leaving him half
dead (Luke 10:30).”
The man was an ordinary person who
represents you and me on the road of life.
Who it is that would attack us, strip us
of our clothing and leave us for dead? We
know that our spiritual covering is often
referred to in terms of clothing. “All our
righteous works are as filthy rags,” says
Isaiah 64:6 whereas the Lord clothes us
with “garments of salvation” and “robes
of righteousness” (Isaiah 61:10). So who
would strip us of our covering of righteousness and leave us spiritually dead?
Only Satan, the stealer of our soul.
“A priest happened to be going down
the same road, and when he saw the man,
he passed by on the other side. So too, a
Levite, when he came to the place and saw
him, passed by on the other side. (Luke
10:31-32).”
The priest and the Levite represent
organised religion that in and of itself is
powerless to restore spiritual life and leaves
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us just as dead as when it found us. The
Lord had Isaiah say, “These people come
near to me with their mouth and honour
me with their lips, but their hearts are far
from me. Their worship of me is made up
only of rules taught by men (Isaiah 29:13).”
Jesus didn’t come to start another religion.
He came so that God could be reconciled
to His creation, to restore peace between
the two. But sadly, in some parts of the
Church, the rules of men still carry more
weight than the Word of God.
“But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came
where the man was; and when he saw him,
he took pity on him (Luke 10:33).”

Despised and
rejected by his
countrymen

And that leaves the Good Samaritan.
Though despised and rejected by His
countrymen, He comes to where we are
after we’ve been attacked and beaten by
our enemy, stripped of all our righteousness and left hopelessly dead in our sins,
beyond the ability of all our religious
works to restore us to God’s favour.
“He went to him and bandaged his
wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then
he put the man on his own donkey, took
him to an inn and took care of him. (Luke
10:34).”
He binds up our wounds (Isaiah 61:1),
pours on oil and wine, and carries us to
a place of spiritual comfort where He
personally cares for us. Oil was used to
aid in healing because of its soothing and
relaxing properties. Applying it to the skin
brings comfort. It represents the Holy
Spirit, our Comforter.
Wine was an antiseptic, a cleansing
agent. It symbolizes His blood, shed for

the remission of sin. At the moment of salvation we receive the Holy Spirit as a guarantee of our inheritance and are washed
clean in the Blood of the Lamb. He has
taken up our infirmities and carried our
sorrows (Isaiah 53:4) and will bring us to
a place of comfort. In Matthew 11:28 He
said, “Come to me you who are weary and
heavy laden, and I will give you rest.”
“The next day he took out two silver
coins and gave them to the innkeeper.
‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I
return, I will reimburse you for any extra
expense you may have (Luke 10:35).’”
Before He left this earth He paid the
debt of sin we owe to God (represented
by the innkeeper), entrusting us to His
care. Silver was the coin of redemption
(Exodus 30:12-15) . Please notice that He
also accepted responsibility for all of our
future sins. We weren’t just redeemed up
to the time we became believers, but for all
of our lives. (Colossians 2:13&14)
So the Good Samaritan could only
be the Lord Jesus, our Saviour and our
Redeemer.
And what did the man do to deserve all
of this? Nothing. He neither earned his
rescue nor provided any contribution to
his restoration. It was a gift, a manifestation of the grace in the Good Samaritan’s
heart.
And so it is with us.
“For when the kindness and love of God
our Saviour appeared, he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but
because of his mercy. He saved us through
the washing of rebirth and renewal by
the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on
us generously through Jesus Christ our
Saviour, so that, having been justified by
his grace, we might become heirs having
the hope of eternal life (Titus 3:4-7).” And
now you know the adult version.
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by David
Gardiner
Newsboy
In the hands of God
In the Christian music world
there are certain groups that
somehow seem to just keep on
going year after year. The key to
that, it seems, is moving with
times – something that the
boys from down under have
truly mastered.
Newsboys started out as the
off beat, left-of-centre class
clowns with some catchy pop
numbers and witty lyrics.
Then they shifted to a more
electronic sound, then moved
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back to rock before catching
the “CCM artists do worship”
wave about seven years ago. A
few albums of that, followed
by electro pop worship hybrid
Go, and now this; an album
showing a band that is still
playful and catchy but hasn’t
lost that taste for worship they
acquired.
When it comes to themselves
and mankind in general the
band have a self-depreciating
sense of humour, as evidenced
in the opening song, The Way
We Roll, but with the same
measure the band are serious
about the ways of God and
worshipping Him.
And somewhere in this juxtaposition of catchy tunes and
reverence is a band that stands
as one of few that kids and
their parents could probably
both enjoy. Songs like Glorious and Lead Me To The Cross
would be just as home in a
church as My Friend Jesus or
Dance could be on the soundtrack to a clean teen movie.
Newsboys have always been a
musical example of how Christianity is not a dull existence of
sucking lemons and “judging
the sinners.” As in Ecclesiastes
there is a time for everything
and we can laugh, mourn,
dance, heal the hurting, save
the lost, while still loving
the Lord with all our hearts.
Once again the band have
created an album that shows a
fuller spectrum of what life as
a Christian is like and it’s the
reason why I hope we’ll still
hear plenty more from them

in the future.
John Waller
While I’m Waiting
Do you know what the biggest
independent fi lm in the world
was last year? No it wasn’t
some arty look at drugged up
skaters or one of those where
by the end of the movie absolutely nothing has happened.
Oddly enough it was the movie
Fireproof that despite having
no major studio backing performed the best.
Understandably, then, having one of your songs featured
on the soundtrack of the movie
is going to be a bit of a boost
for the profi le of a fairly unknown musician such as John
Waller and the stickers on the
album’s cover are proud to tell
us this fact.
So, while the focus may be on
that song, (While I’m Waiting), the rest of the album
certainly deserves a listen with
its well crafted CCM worship,
akin to the likes of Mark Harris or Michael W.
John Waller is a songwriter
in the more classic sense, something that’s refreshing to hear
among a lot of modern songwriters where the focus is more
on creativity than the creator,
and a pretty lyric is more important than clarity.
On this album, however,
there is no obscurity and John
shows that even with an upto-date sound you can still
write lyrics that are reverent
and don’t shy away from using God’s name, and using
scripture as the basis for the

lyrics. The results are an album
that is uplifting and will draw
listeners into worship through
its simplicity and sincerity.
The songs may not be quite as
wordy as the old hymns and
the melodies are new but the
heart seems to be the same.
We could definitely do with
more artists like this.
J.I.Packer
Growing In Christ
Originally published in 1994,
and now published locally
by Christian Art Publishers,
this book is the perfect gift
for someone who has recently
made a commitment to the
Lord and
is looking for
the next
steps in
the faith.
The section titles
g i ve a n
idea of
the scope
of the book: “Affirming the Essentials: The Apostles’ Creed,”
“Entering In: Baptism and
Conversion,” “Learning to
Pray: The Lord’s Prayer,” and
“Design For Life: The Ten
Commandments.”
This is not dry doctrine and
theology but a simple, practical
introduction to the glorious
life in Christ Jesus.

Come for a visit!

We’d love you to come and
visit us at this year’s final Prepare the Way day – on November 1 – when we honour the
Lord for His working in and
through the magazine.
Peter Pollock will be preaching, and you are invited to
stay for fellowship and a braai
afterwards. For more details
please contact us by phone
(033-3307-135) or e-mail (info@
prepare.co.za).
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Christian woman
executed in North
Korea

A human rights organisation
condemns reports of ongoing
violations of religious freedom
in communist North Korea
following the recent public execution of a Christian
woman.
Christian Solidarity Worldwide (CSW) reported in a
news release that Ri Hyon
Ok, 33, was publicly executed
on June 16 for allegedly distributing the Bible, and also
for charges of spying for South
Korea and the United States.
CSW said that in accord
with the “guilt by association”
principles used by the regime,
three generations of her close
family are believed to have
been imprisoned following the
execution.
CSW said that in related
news, another Christian woman, Li Mingshun, is now being
detained in Inner Mongolia on
charges of helping to smuggle
61 North Korean refugees into
China. According to CSW
Hong Kong, the Chinese-Korean woman could not afford
to pay a fine of 100 000 Yuan
to authorities in Qingdao.
According to CSW, thousands of have people have tried
to flee North Korea as a result
of the famine and human
rights violations. However,
despite these issues, those who

help refugees are treated very
harshly by the regime, as well
as many neighbouring countries.

Missions pioneer dies
at 98

Robert
“Borneo
B o b ”
W i l liams,
w h o
planted
h u n dreds of
churches
in Indonesia over a 70-year
ministry has died in Fresno,
California, at the age of 98. He
also was one of the three founders of New Tribes Mission,
now one of the world’s largest
missionary movements.
Williams and his late wife
Rena began their missionary career in Indonesia (then
known as the Dutch East Indies) in 1939. Over the next six
decades he established schools,
clinics, a small boat ministry and a seminary that has
trained and sent out hundreds
of native Indonesian pastors,
teachers and evangelists.
His life story was recently
chronicled in the book, A
Promise Kept – the 70-year
Ministry of Borneo’s Jungle
Evangelist.
Williams was born on November 27, 1910, and first came
to faith at an Aimee Semple
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McPherson crusade in his native Denver. He and Rena were
married in 1930 and attended
LIFE Bible College in Los
Angeles before joining forces
with evangelist Paul Rader
and his Courier Ministry.
Rader introduced them to Dr
Robert Jaffray, one of the most
influential leaders in Asian
missions for the Christian &
Missionary Alliance.
Schools in the UK to get
free Humanist DVD
Every school in England and
Wales is to receive a free DVD
to celebrate the Year of Darwin.
Growing Up in the Universe,
is a DVD made by Professor
Richard Dawkins during the
1991 Royal Institution Christmas Lectures for children.
Dawkins is a British atheist,
evolutionary biologist and
popular science author. He was
formerly Professor for Public
Understanding of Science at
Oxford and was a fellow of
New College, Oxford.
The DVD is being distributed by the British Humanist
Association (BHA) with funding from the Richard Dawkins
Foundation for Reason and
Science to celebrate the 200th
anniversary of the birth of
Charles Darwin and the 150th
anniversary of the publication
of On the Origin of Species,
which both fall in 2009.

Christian Shot Eight
Times for Refusing to Pay
Protection Money
A human rights organization
has learned that a Christian
businessman was shot eight
times in the legs while driving through Lahore, Pakistan
after refusing to pay protection
money to a Muslim.
According to a news release from Christian human
rights organisation International Christian Concern
(ICC),Suqlain Shah, a former
policeman, and another man,
Sudia, stopped Ayub Gill’s car
on July 7, as Ayub was going
to buy a property in a nearby
town.
Ayub’s brother Babar was
driving and two other relatives
were in the back seat. Suqlain
pulled out a gun and dragged
Babar out of the driver’s seat,
threatening to kill him.
ICC said Suqlain then got in
the driver’s seat and shot Ayub
eight times in the legs. After
stealing $2 500, they fled on bicycles. Ayub is now recovering
in the hospital, but the doctors
do not know if he will be able
to walk again.
Immediately following the
shooting, Ayub’s brothers
went to the police station to
submit a report, but it was
only accepted after five hours
of delay and harassment. The
police have taken no action to
prosecute this case.
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The unruffled reflection of
by Helen Roseveare

H

holiness

OLINESS should not sound
drab, academic, or out-of-date
to us. It should excite us, for it is God’s
loving plan for our lives. But remember, the devil fights hard to make these
exciting goals seem unnecessary and
unattractive. First-century Christians
laid down their lives, were burned alive
as torches, and torn to shreds by wild
animals for this powerful goal of the
gospel. They were so excited by it and
filled with its power that they were willing to die for it (1 Peter 1:15).
Holiness should be our first priority. “Be
ye holy as I am holy” is more important
than, for example, accepting myself. Holiness is accepting Jesus in me, seeing His
image reflected in me.
When I went to Africa many years ago,
life was very primitive. I saw some things
then that you wouldn’t see today. Once
when I had gone out on a bicycle, about a
120-kilometre journey,
to hold health clinics in
the mountain region
the resident evangelist
said to me, “Would you
like to go with me to
see a gold mine?” That
sounded thrilling: I
had never seen a gold
mine. So I cycled behind him into the most
backwoods part of the
centre of Africa.
When we arrived, I
saw a large, shallow
pit dug in the earth.
It was full of boiling
gold. I had never seen
gold like that before.
I’d seen a gold ring or
bracelet, but here was a
sea of gold – a caldron
of boiling gold.
Beneath the caldron
they had dug an underground brick kiln.
Africans, stripped to
the waist and pouring with sweat, stood
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around stoking the kiln to keep the fire
at top heat and the gold boiling.
When gold boils, the surface blows
bubbles, somewhat like a child blowing
bubblegum. As I stood watching the
fascinating sight, I noticed that the forest
undergrowth had been cut back about 5
metres all the way around the shallow pit.
One lone palm tree was left standing on
one side. From the top of the palm tree
a vine stretched right across the caldron
and was tied to the stump of a tree on the
opposite side.
“What is that for?” I inquired of the
man who was in charge of the work and
also our guide.
“I’ll show you,” he replied. Going to the
palm tree he climbed to the very top. Then
he called to an African workman, “Haul!”
Standing on the other side of the caldron,
the workman began hauling on the vine
until the palm tree bent right over the
caldron. There hung the man on the end

of the treetop. I was terrified! One slip
and he’d have fallen straight down into a
boiling mass of gold.
After a moment he called out “OK”
and the man holding the vine eased off;
the palm tree stood up; and our guide
came down the tree. As he came back to
me I gasped, “What on earth were you
doing?”
“I’m the watchman,” he said simply.
“Fair enough,” I replied, still shaken,
“you’re the watchman. But what of it?”
“Well,” he said, “while there is any impurity left in the boiling gold, the surface
bubbles, and from above I can see nothing
reflected. But, when the last impurity has
been drained from the gold through the
burning fires, even though it is still boiling and the fire’s still burning, the surface
of the gold lies absolutely still. Then, as I
look from above, I can see the unruffled
reflection of my face.”
As I cycled back home that evening, I
thought what a beautiful picture that is of
what God wants to do
in your life and mine. I
thought of all the stoking of the fires necessary to reach that goal.
Usually the most heat is
produced by little sticks
in life. (We usually go
through the big things
pretty well, because all
the world is watching.
And when all the world
is watching, we do the
right thing.) The daily
things that make us
grumble, that irritate,
that’s the firing, the
stoking that purifies.
And God is going to
go on stoking until we
are so purified by Him
that when He looks into
our lives from above He
can see the unruffled
reflection of His face.
That’s holiness.
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