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True Christian Love

by Arthur W. Pink
LOVE is the Queen of the Christian
graces.
It is a holy disposition given to us
when we are born again by God. It is
the love of God shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Spirit. True spiritual
love is characterised by meekness and
gentleness, yet it is vastly superior to the
courtesies and kindnesses of the ﬂesh.
We must be careful not to confuse human sentimentality, carnal pleasantries,
human amiability and aﬀability with
true spiritual love. The love God commands, ﬁrst to Himself and then to
others, is not human love. It is not the
indulgent, self-seeking love which is in
us by nature.
If we indulgently allow our children
to grow up with little or, no Scriptural
discipline, Proverbs plainly says we do
not love them, regardless of the human
sentimentality and aﬀection we may
feel for them. Love is not a sentimental
pampering of one another with a loose
indiﬀerence as to our walk and obedience before the Lord. Glossing over one
another’s faults to ingratiate ourselves in
their esteem is not spiritual love.
The true nature of Christian love is
Prepare the Way

a righteous principle which seeks the
highest good of others. It is a powerful
desire to promote their welfare. The
exercise of love is to be in strict conformity to the revealed will of God.
We must love in the truth.
Love among the brethren is far more
than an agreeable society where views
are the same. It is loving them for what
we see of Christ in them, loving them
for Christ’s sake.
The Lord Jesus Himself is our example.
He was not only thoughtful, gentle,
self-sacriﬁcing and patient: but He also
corrected His mother, used a whip in
the Temple, severely scolded His doubt-

ing disciples, and denounced hypocrites.
True spiritual love is above all faithful to
God and uncompromising towards all
that is evil. We cannot declare, “Peace
and Safety” when in reality there is
spiritual decay and ruin!
True spiritual love is very diﬃcult to
exercise because it is not our natural
love. By nature we would rather love
sentimentally and engender good feelings.
Also, many times true spiritual love is
not received in love, but is hated as the
Pharisees hated it. We must pray that
God will ﬁll us with His love and enable us to exercise it without hypocrisy
toward all.
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Barabbas!

Barabbas!

Barabbas!
Barabbas!

Barabbas!

The people had
spoken! They wanted
to wipe out Jesus.
It rather reminds
us of the incident
with Jesus and the
demons at Gadarene.
They wanted Him to
“go away” and “leave
them alone.” They at
least knew His power,
His place and His
authority. They knew
who He was, unlike
the ignorant mass
standing before Pilate.
But Jesus Christ will
never go away! This is
a divine fact that confronts us hourly, daily,
weekly, monthly and
yearly. We all know
that ﬁnally one day
every knee shall bow
and tongue confess
that He is the Lord.
But while we, and
I mean all those who attend church
regularly, acknowledge this truth, even
talk about it, study it, sing about it and
read about it, many still don’t truly
make Him Lord. Instead, they hover
around the perimeter dabbling in his
saviourship but refusing to bow to his
lordship!
We all want a ticket to heaven, but at
the cheapest price. The saviour route is
much preferred. Lordship is a cost we
don’t want to pay. But sadly Jesus is not
your saviour unless He is your Lord.
And so the life-and-death contest
continues unabated. Unbelief is rife!
Religion is rampant! Sin and hypocrisy
have reached pandemic proportions!
Lives don’t change! The church is powerless! And the Bible is just another
book!
Jesus said that the world hates Me
because I expose evil. He makes people
uncomfortable in their sin. He brings
division. The world hates Spirit-ﬁlled
radical believers.
But the world loves its own. That’s for
sure! The multitude chose Barabbas,
and still does. Causes produce heroes,
no matter what the cost in lives. The
end seems to justify the means. The
diﬀerence between an atrocity and a

The voice
of the people
by Peter Pollock
WHILE we all know that the power
of mammon constantly contends with
God, there is another inﬂuence that
should also be recognised as a hugely
under-rated deception. It is the power
of emotion!
Hollywood recognises its great magnetism; the media are becoming increasingly aware of its beneﬁts and the
politicians absolutely thrive on it. To be
able to control and manipulate emotion does bring much inﬂuence and, of
course, much wealth. No small wonder
that the god of this age is desperately
keen to lay his hands upon the channels that can wield maximum inﬂuence
and response f rom this emotional
resource.
Indeed, the modern spin-doctors have
taken charge, utilising this massive driving force to the extent that nowadays
people power has become, dare I say it,
one of satan’s most potent tools in his
war against Jesus and the real Kingdom
of God.
Two thousands year ago, in unison
there was an anti-Christ chant. “Barabbas! Barabbas! Barabbas!” It was the cry
of the people.
That cry echoes down the corridors
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of human history. It is a heart-wrenching reminder, just as was Mel Gibson’s
Passion ﬁlm, of the weekend, some 2
000 years ago, that shaped the eternal
destiny of mankind.
Matthew 27:15-26 tells how Jesus
had been brought before the governor. It was the custom to release to
the multitude one prisoner. They had
a notorious criminal called Barabbas.
Literally, ﬁguratively, spiritually and
symbolically, Jesus and Barabbas stood
side by side.

They were baying
for His blood
It was decision time, and Jesus got the
thumbs down! The motley, ignorant
rabble, roused by the political and social
manipulation of the leaders, bayed for
His blood. The world, the multitude,
the people had spoken. Jesus Christ
was to be cruciﬁed and a criminal was
to be set free!
Pontius Pilate knew that Jesus was
innocent. His wife conﬁrmed having
had it revealed in a dream. Yet Pilate
yielded, succumbed, capitulated to the
pressure and power of the public and
political expedience.
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cause clearly revolves around which side
you are on. What they are doing is an
atrocity but what you are doing is a just
cause! Ridiculous, isn’t it?
I once read a book that traced the
problem of leadership in the world.
Working on the premise that leadership
should never be extended to anyone for
more than eight years – two terms of
four, as per the American model – the
conclusion drawn was that if every
leader had been restricted to a maximum of eight years, millions of lives
would have been saved.
Why? The problem of dictatorship!
All seem to follow the same process.
Firstly they serve the law; then make
the law; then become the law and ﬁnally
become God! Political palsy moves into
delusions of grandeur and aversion to
criticism. Boredom with mundane politics gets them to place themselves above
it, as they play God, at the same time
being obsessed with their own wisdom
and the place that history will accord
them. Sad, but power corrupts and absolute power corrupts absolutely.

What was Pilate’s
sin?
Self-righteousness abounds! “I am innocent,” pronounced Pilate. How futile.
No man can deny his responsibility or
culpability. Pilate did nothing! That
was his sin.
Finally, we have all been given talents
and an area of inﬂuence. Obviously it
is relative, with some platforms vaster
than others. But ﬁnally, one day, God
is going to ask us what we did with the
things He gave us. God is drawing lines
in the sand and as the world moves
closer to our Lord’s return, godlessness
is confronting us more and more. It’s
not going to go away, nor is it going to
get easier.
Life is about choices. We are in a decision-making process. We are all where
we have chosen to be, like it or not. But
we need to be reminded that intellectual
assent, that is accepting the Bible, or
physical compliance, that is going to
church, is not necessarily a decision for
Christ. It is far deeper than that. It is a
decision of the heart and will.
Pilate tried to wash his hands. We
are always looking for an excuse or a
scapegoat. Eve blamed the serpent.
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Adam blamed God.
It doesn’t work because, spiritually, blood does not wash oﬀ. It is only
atoned in Jesus Christ. Remember,
David had too much blood on his
hands to build God’s temple. And the
shedding of innocent blood pollutes
the land.
The ignorance of the rabble was
highlighted by the fact that they just
shouted louder and louder. Loud and
deﬁant, they were shaking their ﬁsts
at God. There was no consideration of
the consequences as they shouted: “Let
his blood be on our children.” No more
reckless cry was ever uttered and a curse
fell upon them, the curse of unbelief!
We are still releasing Barabbas! We
each have our own “Barabbas” – our
inherent self-will and rebellion. We
refuse to give up our independent
right to ourselves as “I, me and myself ”
steadfastly refuses to take the ego to
the cross.
We are daily denying Christ in our
choices and actions. We are crucifying
Him over and over as we still keep going with the crowd, manipulated by the

world’s spin-doctors and sold out to the
virtues of human philosophy.
It was the priests and elders who led
the people astray and sadly we still see
much the same deception, with many
being caught up in the “religion” or
“church” business. We are worshipping our own Gods, with “ecumenism”
and “fellowship” replacing Jesus and
the Holy Spirit. The giant apostate
all-roads-lead-to-God church is constructing itself. The church is in its
Babylon captivity, wrote A.W. Tozer.
It is controlled and manipulated, carnal
and worldly.
People power! What a brilliant conspiracy. Whoever controls man and his
emotions, controls the world. Again I
quote Tozer, who wrote: “The voice of
the people is seldom, rarely, if ever the
voice of God.”
It’s time to recognise, arrest and repent
of the spirit of lawlessness that used
people power to rescue Barabbas and
that is still working so strongly in the
minds of those whose words and deeds,
often in ignorance, oppose Jesus Christ
and the true Kingdom of God.

He that
gives to the
poor shall
not lack

by Rees Howells
THE ﬁrst big test on giving came with a man in very poor circumstances, the
lowest of the low before he was converted.
One morning the Lord laid a burden on me for him and told me to pray for him
because he was in diﬃculties. The devil was attacking him and I saw that a contest
was going on for his soul. It was a very keen spiritual ﬁght.
I told the Lord, “I will give all I have to save him.” That evening the man came
to see me, and when I asked if he was in trouble he said that he was two years
behind with his rent.
“Oh,” I said, “I will help you with half of what you need and I am sure my friend
will give you the other half.”
On my way upstairs to fetch the money the Lord spoke to me, “What did you
say to him? I thought you said this morning that you would give all you had.”
I turned back and told the man I would give him all he needed. Then I walked
back with him to his home.
When I left him it seemed that all the joy of heaven came down on me. It came
over in waves, and I could not contain it. That night I changed in the root of my
nature. I changed towards the world, towards lost souls and towards giving. From
that time I could not help but give to everyone in need. I lived to give.
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Where You go,
I will follow

by Helen Gardiner
JESUS Christ bids us, “Follow me.”
That is His call to us as we desire to
become His disciples, and, that is the
call He wants us to make known in
the great Commission to go and make
disciples.
“Follow Me…” That call needs a response from us, from our hearts: “Yes,
Lord, I will follow you; yes, Lord I will
go wherever You want me to go.”
After really hearing and heeding that
call, we ﬁnd ourselves in the position
of having to hear and heed other calls
from our Good Shepherd leader. Calls
to pray and yield ourselves to prayers
like, “Not my will be done, but Your
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will; Your Kingdom come.”
We are further told by the One we
seek to follow, to do things like denying ourselves, taking up our crosses to
follow Him – and there’s a whole lot
more, too.
Where there is a genuine sheep who
has genuinely entered the sheepfold
through the door of the Good Shepherd; there is usually an honest eﬀort
made to hear and heed such calls.
And initially, after the ﬂurry of the
excitement of the honeymoon period
of being born again, water baptised
and baptised in the Holy Spirit, we
often ﬁnd that married life with Jesus
is not such an easy thing, especially if

you really want to love Him and obey
Him. You ﬁnd that His ways are not
naturally your ways, and it seems so
costly to have to give up your ways in
exchange for His.
You may feel that it is as if Jesus has
you in some sort of “boot camp,” which
may seem never-ending. So some opt
out of boot camp, but probably keep
going to church. Some may fall away
completely. Some choose to stick it out
in boot camp.
The boot-campers, every now and
again, may look at the church-goers and
feel angry that God seems to be unfair.
The latter seem to “get away with so
much.” But, if you remain a committed
boot-camper, the Spirit which God has
placed within you, gives you the grace
to persevere and to get to the place of
true heart surrender – in every area of
your life.
A few years ago, the Lord gave me the
words for a song. As I penned them, I
realised they were a true expression of
where the Lord had ﬁnally brought my
heart …
Prepare the Way

Where You go
I will follow
Where You lead
I will go
Beloved Shepherd of my soul
I live to do Your will
Chorus:
Be exalted, O Holy Lord
King of Kings and Lord of Lords
All to You I do surrender
Upon the altar of sacriﬁce
Upon the altar of sacriﬁce
Jesus Christ
I love You
Worship You
With all my heart
Where You go – I will follow
Where You lead – I will go
The Holy Spirit gave a beautiful tune
for the song, to one of our worship
leaders, Cindy Nelemans.
So I began to sing the song – over
and over; over hill and down dale in my
spiritual walk; on the mountaintops and
in the valleys. Every time I expressed
such sentiments to Him, I felt as if
surely my heart would burst with love
for Him and from Him.
Something was happening. I realised
He was setting me as a seal upon His
heart, and His seal was being set upon
my heart (Song of Songs 8:6).
And then the waters came, the ﬂoods

of test-upon-test (Song of Songs 8:7).
Such as I had never known in my life,
such as we had never known in our lives
as a family.
The Holy Spirit exhorted and enabled
me somehow to keep on singing and
not to shrink back, even though He
was leading through fire and water.
“Follow me” was the ever-present cry of
the Good Shepherd, speaking through
His Holy Spirit – “and don’t murmur
or complain.”
Jesus, or course, proved His faithfulness to keep going through the ﬂood
and ﬁre.

Through the waters
and the fire
“Fear not, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by your name; You
are Mine. When you pass through the
waters, I will be with you; and through
the rivers, they shall not overﬂow you.
When you walk through the ﬁre, you
shall not be burned, nor shall the ﬂame
scorch you (Isaiah 43:1&2).”
“Many waters cannot quench love,
nor can the ﬂoods drown it (Song of
Songs 8:7).”
Finally, months later it was over. “It is
ﬁnished,” breathed the Spirit.
Boot camp, so many years of boot
camp (in my case, I’m ashamed to say,
close to 20 years) and the rushing ﬂoods
(of outward adversity and aﬄiction)

had brought forth something within
– a transformation, a heart transplant,
a Garden of Eden where I could walk
unashamed and naked, in the cool of
the day, constantly able to hear His
voice. With the tree of life at the centre
of the Garden.
“For the Lord will comfort Zion, He
will comfort all her waste places; He
will make her wilderness like Eden, and
her desert like the garden of the Lord;
joy and gladness will be found in it,
thanksgiving and the voice of melody
(Isaiah 51:3).”
Such is the good God wants to do us
in the end… a Garden of Eden within,
leading us into our personal Canaan or
fullness of destiny – without.
It all makes the rigors and self-sacriﬁces of boot camp seem pathetic by
comparison. If I had known what I
know now, I would never have resisted
God in anything, for even a moment.
And heaven, the other side of eternity
and the fullness of the Kingdom is yet
to come. Oh joy unspeakable, and full
of glory!
“He who has My commandments and
keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And
he who loves Me will be loved by My
Father, and I will love him and manifest
Myself to him... If anyone loves Me,
he will keep My word, and my Father
will love him, and We will come to him
and make Our home with him ( John
14:21&23).”

Are You Watching?

by Sarah Foulkes Moore
“Behold the bridegroom comes: go out to meet him (Matthew
25:6)!”
WE stand breathlessly on the eve of Christ’s return. Every
moment draws us nearer. The darkness of earth’s midnight
hour is spreading. The coming of the Bridegroom is at hand.
The bride is putting on her robes. The ﬁg tree is budding. The
spirit of the antichrist is abroad. Tribulation is casting ominous
shadows before its arrival.
Christians, look up! Be ready! The Lord is at the door!
An almost imperceptible spiritual movement is at work in
the hearts of all true believers, separating the gold from the
dross, the real from the unreal, the precious from the vile
– sifting, separating, calling out those who will go all the way
with Him. It is felt like a solemn, sacred hush upon the soul,
the overshadowing of the Presence drawing nigh. It may well
be the ﬁrst distant sounding of the “voice of the archangel
and the trump of God” that will at the ﬁnal moment cause
the living and the dead to rise.
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Christ is coming! Be ready when He comes. Separate yourself now from the world’s indulgence. Disentangle yourself
from unnecessary immersion in the aﬀairs of this life. Watch
and pray always that you may be counted worthy. We can
only watch as we keep wide-awake. The word “Watch” as used
in the context means to be aroused, to be alert, to be wideawake spiritually. The deeper the midnight hour, the more
urgent the vigil… the fruit of the vigil is such as to make
the loss of a thousand worlds as dust in the balance. Build
upon this fact, for to build on anything else is faithlessness
to Him and folly to yourself.
He is coming when we think not. There will be no warning. Does lightning give warning? “As the lightning comes
out of the east, and shines even to the west, so shall also the
coming of the Son of man be (Matthew 24:27).” One quick,
blinding, sudden ﬂash and the watchful will be with the Lord.
The unwatchful, according to the Lord’s own warning, will
be left to the earth’s last judgements.
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Calling Master
Overcomers!
By Greg Hinnant
“To him that overcometh will I grant
to sit with me in my throne (Revelation
3:21)…”
NOT once but seven times Jesus challenged the Christians of Asia Minor
to overcome (see Revelation 2:7; 2:11;
2:17; 2:26-28; 3:5; 3:12; 3:21). And
each time He carefully attached a
promise to richly reward those who met
His challenge.
Inspired, these challenges and promises speak not merely to ﬁrst-century
Christians but in a larger sense to the
entire Church age. Jesus was, and still
is, urging all Christians to become
overcomers. But what did He mean by
the oft-repeated phrase, “him (or he)
that overcometh?”

Defining overcomers
Literally, or according to the biblical
language originally used, we ﬁnd that in
almost every New Testament reference,
the word “overcometh” (also “overcome”
or “overcame”) is translated from the
Greek word nikao, which means “to
subdue” or, when used as a noun, “one
who subdues.” Practical experience
helps us interpret and expand this limited literal deﬁnition.
Experientially, this world teaches us
daily that an overcomer – one who
subdues – is a victor, champion, or
conqueror, one who defeats a challenger,
wins a contest, or prevails in sport or
battle. Always the term “overcomer”
implies the presence of opposition
– something to overcome. To be so
designated, overcomers must “come
over,” or rise above, something adverse,
daunting, or hostile.
It also implies determination and
perseverance. Averse to quitting, overcomers refuse to abandon their passionate quests despite overwhelming
odds, insuﬃcient resources, and little
or no assistance. Rather than whine
about Hill Diﬃculty, they quietly and
steadily climb it.
And no matter how many times they
stumble or fall, they rise and continue
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climbing, until, one day, they
arrive at the summit of their
purpose, victorious. So the life
deﬁnition of overcomer is “one who
rises above all opposition and opponents, and prevails over every challenge and challenger, and so ultimately
achieves lasting victory.” A broader
survey of Scripture will help complete
our understanding of overcomers.
Biblically, God’s most direct descriptions of overcomers are given us
in two New Testament books, the
ﬁrst epistle of John and the Book of
Revelation. They describe two kinds
or degrees of overcomers, which we
will call simply basic and master
overcomers.
The apostle John made it unmistakably clear that all born-again
Christians are overcomers. Unwittingly deﬁning the basic overcomer,
He wrote:
“For whatever is born of God overcometh the world; and this is the victory that overcometh the world, even
our faith. Who is he that overcometh
the world, but he that believeth that
Jesus is the Son of God (1 John 5:4-5,
emphasis mine)?”
By receiving the Saviour and His
eternal life into his or her heart, the
simplest, most lamb-like Christian
immediately becomes a nikao. Why?
Because he rises above the world’s
prevailing spirit of unbelief, or the spirit
of antichrist repeatedly referenced in
1 John, thwarting satan’s plan to keep
him from coming to and receiving the
Light of the world.
Thus, by grace through faith, he defeats Satan’s emissaries, the demonic
“rulers of the darkness of this world
(Ephesians 6:12),” and Satan himself:
“Ye have overcome the wicked one (1
John 2:13&14).”
Now not merely born of this world
but also “of God,” they will escape the
ruination of the unredeemed in the lake
of ﬁre: “Ye are of God, little children, and
have overcome them (4:4a, emphasis
mine, see also John 15:18-19).” And
the greatest Victor of all, Christ, now

lives in their souls: “Greater is he that
is in you, than he that is in the world
(1 John. 4:4b).” Unquestionably, in the
battle of eternity, born-again believers
are winners.
Yet, sadly, many Christians conquer
little else. Entangled with the issues of
this present life, they never rise above
their carnal habits, but remain consistently hindered or dominated by fears,
pleasures, materialism, or other trivial
pursuits.
Untaught, unwise and undiscerning,
they are easy prey for the adversary.
Consequently, they fail to achieve
meaningful victories in their Christian trials. And instead of growing up
into Christ in all things, they stagnate
spiritually, their faith and patience
weakened by doubt, their knowledge
of God limited by lack of interest, their
service and witness hindered by fear of
man, and their growth in love checked
by oﬀences.
Hence, though victorious over hell,
they are losing the “good ﬁght” of life.
Like the Israelites who turned back
from God’s purpose at Kadesh-barnea
(Numbers 13-14), they draw back
from the quest for spiritual maturity.
Though saved and called to the glorious promised land of Christlikeness,
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disappointed, they accept a dull life of
wandering in the wastelands of selfcentred living.
Neither spiritually mature nor fully
victorious in their Christian walk,
they are “wretched, and miserable, and
poor, and blind, and naked (Revelation
3:17),” when they could be ﬁlled with
Jesus’ truth, insight, holiness, grace,
and love. In this state they are unable
to minister eﬀectively to anyone. They
have received but not mastered the
spiritual life, so they are basic but not
master overcomers.
Jesus referred to master overcomers in
His challenges to the churches of Asia
Minor: “And he that overcometh… to
him will I give power over the nations
(Revelation 2:26-27, emphasis mine).”
Note that all His challenges were addressed to the churches of Asia Minor
(see Revelation 2-3).
Clearly, Jesus was challenging those
who are already Christians, not nonbelievers. Hence, He was calling basic
overcomers to become something they
have never been before. If they were
already full-ﬂedged overcomers, His
challenges were pointless – and foolish!
And Jesus never said or did anything
foolish or futile.
Moreover, the conditions He described in each message reveal that
many of these Christians were being
tested, some severely (see Revelation
2:9-10, 13; 3:8-10). Why? Because
testing was necessary to their growth
and development. And to His challenges: If they were to become master
overcomers, they had to “come over,” or
rise above, their testing process.
Refusing to accept carnality as inevitable or failure in any trial as ﬁnal, master
overcomers persistently pursue spiritual
maturity. By the light of the Word, the
strength of the Spirit, the counsel of
their teachers, and the fellowship and
exhortation of their peers, they steadily
rise above their carnal weaknesses and
their trials of faith, loyalty, endurance,
and service, until they are spiritually
mature, or consistently trusting and
obedient, and, ultimately, fully victorious in life.
As their times and seasons require,
they wait for His guidance, run with
His tidings, or quietly walk in His ways.
When tested, they practice the art of
persistence. Remembering and reciting the overcomers’ motto, “Quitting
Prepare the Way

is never an option,” they press through
all opposition, outlast all opponents,
and stand at last a full-ﬂedged nikao
– conqueror, champion, victor – declaring with Paul, “I have fought a good
ﬁght, I have ﬁnished my course, I have
kept the faith (2 Timothy 4:7).” The
production of such “ones who subdue”
is, by the grace of God, the work of the
church.
Speciﬁcally, it is the task of the ﬁvefold ministry (evangelism excepted) to
convert basic overcomers into master
overcomers. But to make overcomers,
we must be overcomers. Why? Because
everything in creation reproduces after
its own kind.
Then let us ask ourselves: Are we
passionately pursuing the kind of
Christianity described above or have
we settled for something less? For
both informational and inspirational
purposes, let’s further describe master
overcomers.

Describing master
overcomers
Firmly founded on eternal truth, master overcomers study and soak in God’s
Word – their source of inspiration,
wisdom, and strength – regularly.
Given to prayer, they have times of
prayer and have prayer at all times, for
their soul and life needs and those of
others.
Fearing God, they obey Him diligently, knowing that obedience is an
essential, not an elective, matter.
And they worship Him daily, as Jesus
taught, “in spirit and in truth ( John
4:23-24).”
On this immovable bedrock – not
merely hearing but doing God’s Word
– they build honourable houses of character, comprised of deeds of integrity,
faithfulness, love, service, and sacriﬁce.
And theirs are houses built to withstand
storms.
Unwavering, their hearts are uncompromisingly loyal to biblical standards
of righteousness, justice, and holiness.
For this, God rewards them with sharp
spiritual vision and hearing.
With this discernment they lovingly
and faithfully exhort others, urging to
righteousness, dissuading from sin, and
encouraging the broken in spirit.
Because of this compassionate and
effective ministry, the enemy sends

winds, rains, and ﬂoods of rejection
to beat hard against their houses, as
unbelievers and apostates join forces
to buffet and inundate them with
slander and mockery. But they endure
these storms, learning to hope against
hopelessness and to continue trusting
in God’s immutable character – even
when He permits all blessings, signs,
and support to be removed.
Forced to take refuge in God, they also
learn to keep the word of His patience.
Consequently, their souls develop the
rare fruit of long-suffering and, as
needed, God comforts them with the
sense of His presence and timely messages straight from His heart to theirs
via the Word.
Seasoned by trial, they come to recognise the times and seasons in which
they and their peers are living. Thus
they become superlative spiritual leaders, embodiments of their own doctrine
who lead by example as well as exposition.
Their exemplary lives convert sceptics
to the faith and their incessant intercessions release many from oppression.
And, as His reward, God reserves for
these master overcomers His choicest
deliverances and fulﬁlments: “Great deliverance giveth he… to David (Psalm
18:50).”

Calling master overcomers!
Given by the Spirit, Jesus’ challenges
to the Asian churches are not mere
excerpts from dead ancient literature
but a living call to us from heaven.
Their repetition seven times betrays
His earnestness.
So what is the Spirit saying to us in
these last days? Simply that Jesus is calling for master overcomers – and with a
sense of urgency!
Will His call be answered? Yes, ultimately God’s causes never fail. When
will it be answered? It will occur in the
Church’s ﬁnal years just before Jesus
appears to catch away His people.
Where are these master overcomers?
They are in every nation, people, and
culture. Who are they? Potentially, they
are any or all of us. Precisely, they will
be those who respond to His call.
So answer Jesus’ call. Don’t disappoint
Him – or miss your rewards. Be His
nikao!
Copyright Greg Hinnant Ministries,
www.GregHinnantMinistries.org
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It is time, O God, for You to work,
for the enemy has entered into Your
pastures and the sheep are torn and
scattered. And false shepherds abound
who deny the danger and laugh at the
perils which surround Your ﬂock.
The sheep are deceived by these hirelings and follow them with touching
loyalty while the wolf closes in to kill
and destroy. I beseech You, give me
sharp eyes to detect the presence of the
enemy; give me understanding to see
and courage to report what I see faithfully. Make my voice so like Your own
that even the sick sheep will recognise
it and follow You.

The prayer of a minor

prophet

By A.W.Tozer
THIS is the prayer of a man called to be a
witness to the nations. This is what he said
to his Lord on the day of his ordination.
After the elders and ministers had prayed
and laid their hands on him he withdrew
to meet his Saviour in the secret place and
in the silence, farther in than his wellmeaning brethren could take him.
And he said:
O Lord, I have heard Your voice and
was afraid. You have called me to an
awesome task in a grave and perilous
hour. You are about to shake all nations and the earth and also heaven,
that the things that cannot be shaken
may remain. O Lord, my Lord, You
have stooped to honour me to be Your
servant. No man takes this honour upon
himself save he that is called of God as
was Aaron.
You have ordained me as Your messenger to those who are stubborn of
heart and hard of hearing. They have
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rejected You, the Master, and it is not
to be expected that they will receive me,
the servant.
My God, I shall not waste time deploring my weakness nor my unﬁttedness
for the work. The responsibility is not
mine, but Yours. You have said, “I knew
you – I ordained you - I sanctiﬁed you,”
and You have also said, “You shall go to
all that I shall send you, and whatever I
command you, you shall speak.”
Who am I to argue with You or to call
into question Your sovereign choice?
The decision is not mine but Yours.
So be it, Lord. Your will, not mine, be
done.
Well do I know, O God of the prophets and the apostles, that as long as I
honour You, You will honour me. Help
me, therefore, to take this solemn vow
to honour You in all my future life and
labours, whether by gain or by loss, by
life or by death, and then to keep that
vow unbroken while I live.

Save me from the curse
of compromise
Lord Jesus, I come to You for spiritual
preparation. Lay Your hand upon me.
Anoint me with the oil of the New Testament prophet. Forbid that I should
become a religious scribe and thus lose
my prophetic calling. Save me from the
curse that lies dark across the modern
clergy, the curse of compromise, of
imitation, of professionalism. Save me
from the error of judging a church by
its size, its popularity or the amount of
its yearly oﬀering.
Help me to remember that I am a
prophet – not a promoter, not a religious manager, but a prophet. Let me
never become a slave to crowds. Heal
my soul of carnal ambitions and deliver
me from the itch for publicity. Save me
from bondage to things.
Let me not waste my days puttering
around the house. Lay Your terror upon
me, O God, and drive me to the place
of prayer where I may wrestle with
principalities and powers and the rulers
of the darkness of this world.
Deliver me from overeating and late
sleeping. Teach me self-discipline that I
may be a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
I accept hard work and small rewards
in this life. I ask for no easy place. I shall
try to be blind to the little ways that
could make life easier. If others seek
the smoother path I shall try to take
the hard way without judging them too
harshly. I shall expect opposition and try
to take it quietly when it comes. Or if,
as sometimes it falls to Your servants, I
should have grateful gifts pressed upon
me by Your kindly people, stand by me
Prepare the Way

then and save me from the blight that
often follows. Teach me to use whatever
I receive in such manner that will not
injure my soul nor diminish my spiritual
power.
And if in Your permissive providence
honour should come to me from Your
church, let me not forget in that hour
that I am unworthy of the least of Your
mercies, and that if men knew me as
intimately as I know myself they would
withhold their honours or bestow them
upon others more worthy to receive
them.
And now, O Lord of heaven and earth,

I consecrate my remaining days to You;
let them be many or few, as You will. Let
me stand before the great or minister
to the poor and lowly; that choice is
not mine, and I would not inﬂuence it
if I could.
I am Your servant to do Your will, and
that will is sweeter to me than position
or riches or fame and I choose it above
all things on earth or in heaven.
Though I am chosen of You and honoured by a high and holy calling, let
me never forget that I am but a man
of dust and ashes, a man with all the
natural faults and passions that plague

the race of men.
I pray, therefore, my Lord and Redeemer, save me from myself and from
all the injuries I may do myself while
trying to be a blessing to others. Fill me
with Your power by the Holy Spirit, and
I will go in Your strength and tell of
Your righteousness. I will spread abroad
the message of redeeming love while my
normal powers endure.
Then, dear Lord, when I am old and
weary and too tired to go on, have a
place ready for me above, and make
me to be numbered with Your saints in
glory everlasting. Amen.

by Brother Yun of China
MANY pastors in Europe and America
have told me they want to see great revival. I’m frequently asked why China is
experiencing revival but most places in
the West are not. This is a big question
to answer, but some reasons are very
apparent to me.
When I’m in the West, I see all the
mighty church buildings and all the
expensive equipment, plush carpets,
and state-of-the-art sound systems. I
can assure the Western church with
absolute certainty that you don’t need
any more church buildings. Church
buildings will never bring the revival
you seek. The pursuit of more possessions will never bring revival. Jesus truly
stated, “A man’s life does not consist in
the abundance of his possessions (Luke
12:15).”
The ﬁrst thing needed for revival to
return to your churches is the Word of
the Lord. God’s Word is missing. Sure,
there are many preachers and thousands

of tapes and videos of Bible teaching,
but so little contains the sharp truth of
God’s Word. It’s the truth that will set
you free.
Not only is knowledge of God’s Word
missing, but obedience to that Word.
There’s not much action taking place.
When revival came to believers in
China, the result was thousands of
evangelists being sent out to all corners
of the nation, carrying ﬁre from the
altar of God with them. When God
moves in the West, it seems you want
to stop and enjoy His presence and
blessings too long, and build an altar
to your experiences.
You can never really know the Scriptures until you’re willing to be changed
by them.
All genuine revivals of the Lord result
in believers responding with action and
soul-winning. When God truly moves
in your heart you cannot remain silent.
There will be a ﬁre in your bones, like
Jeremiah, who said, “His word is in

my heart like a ﬁre, a ﬁre shut up in
my bones. I am weary of holding it in;
indeed, I cannot ( Jeremiah 20:9).”
Furthermore, it’s only when we step
out in obedience and share the Gospel
with people that we come to know
God’s blessing in every area of our lives.
That is why the Apostle Paul wrote to
his co-worker Philemon, “I pray that
you may be active in sharing your faith,
so that you will have a full understanding of every good thing we have in
Christ (Philemon verse 6).”
I’ve seen people in Western Churches
worshiping as if they’re already in heaven. Then someone invariably brings a
comforting message, like, “My children,
I love you. Don’t be afraid, I’m with
you.” I’m not opposed to such words,
but why is it that nobody seems to hear
a Word from the Lord like, “My child,
I want to send you to the slums of Asia
or the darkness of Africa to be my messenger to people dying in their sin?”

Why no revival in the West?
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From The Heavenly Man, Kregel Publications, 2003.
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Well,
whatever
works...
by Paul Proctor
“For as the heavens are higher than
the earth, so are my ways higher than
your ways, and my thoughts than your
thoughts (Isaiah 55:9).”
A LATE uncle of mine often used a
favourite little saying as an all-purpose
answer to any problem that needed a
solution. He would always conclude any
discussion by saying: “Well, whatever
works…”
I give you pragmatism.
The 21st century church is quite fond
of this practice. So fond, in fact, that
it has become one of its three driving
“principles” – the other two being pleasure and pride. I use quotation marks
around the word “principles” because,
as used here, it is an oxymoron. You
see, when it comes to the things of
God, there’s nothing principled about
pragmatism.
When King David decided to move
the Ark of the Covenant to Jerusalem, a
new cart was commissioned to transport
it. Traditionally, Israel carried the Ark
of the Covenant in a way speciﬁcally
set forth by the Lord to Moses before
its construction.
It was to be carried using specially
made staves that were laid upon the
shoulders of chosen and sanctified
priests and Levites. There was no cart
involved. To employ one for such a task
may have seemed pragmatic at the time
to those in charge of moving the Ark,
but as Israel soon learned, the Lord is
not pragmatic and will not tolerate a
casual and disobedient attitude toward
His commands, especially where sanctiﬁcation and holiness are involved and
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obedience is required
– even when OUR
way appears to be
more effective than
His.
W hether we realise it or not, the
Lord has reasons for
everything He says
and does, though He
may not care to reveal them to us at the
time. So, when we take it upon ourselves
to try something new and diﬀerent at
His expense, we demonstrate the kind
of arrogance that brought about the
very fall of man even though it may be
done with good intentions.
I think it is worth noting that the
wrath of God did not come down on
their disobedience when the Ark was
ﬁrst rolled out of the house of Abinadab
on the new cart, but instead, came later
when unforeseen diﬃculties put the
Ark at risk. Was this interim period
given, that those responsible might reconsider their actions and repent? Your
guess is as good as mine. All we can do
is speculate here. God’s mercy and grace
are His own to dispense.
Nevertheless, when the Ark was eventually shaken near the threshing-ﬂoor
of Chidon by stumbling oxen pulling
the cart it was on, Uzzah, who had
been driving it with Ahio (1 Chronicles
13:7), reached back and took hold of the
Ark with his hand in order to steady it.
The Lord immediately struck him dead
(2 Samuel 6:7).
You see – touching the Ark of the
Covenant was forbidden, which is
why it had no handles. Had it been

transported to Jerusalem in the manner speciﬁed by the Lord, on the staves
and shoulders of sanctiﬁed priests and
Levites, Israel would not have sinned,
the Lord would not have been angry
and this terrible event would not have
occurred.

More effective ways
of serving the Lord?
We live in a time where many church
leaders are looking for “more eﬀective”
ways of serving the Lord. A growing
number are also imitating the world by
implementing innovative and pragmatic
programmes, techniques and strategies
– if you will, using new carts and unholy
hands in presumptuous ways.
If you question their carnal methods,
often they will respond with something
like: “Well, the Lord gave us our carts
and hands. Don’t you think He wants
us to use them?” This is the pragmatic
rationale behind the new spirituality
whose unoﬃcial motto is “the end justiﬁes the means.”
The Associated Press recently reported
that a man near Tampa Florida was
trying to establish a Christian-themed
nudist community, complete with a
church and water park on 100 hectares
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$5 an hour if they would attend Sunday
services and $10 an hour for attending Thursdays. Now that’s putting the
Lord’s money to work for evangelism,
don’t you think? He gave us money – so
why not use it to lure our prospects in
and promote racial harmony?

Pragmatism is widespread in the church

of land he purchased there.
Well, that ought to be a big draw and
why not? If it’s done to evangelise and
minister, what’s the problem? The Lord
gave us our naked bodies. Don’t you
think He wants them to be seen and
used for His Kingdom’s work?
Once again, pragmatism…
In another Associated Press article,
Pastor Walter Hallam of The Abundant
Life Christian Centre in La Marque,
Texas told the Galveston County Daily
News: “We want to do something
to have a positive eﬀect on people’s
lives.”
So, his church held two free draws
– one for a new P.T. Cruiser (for women) and another for a Harley Davidson
Sportster (for men). Each member
won an entry to the draws every time
he or she attended church services in
the weeks preceding it. If they brought
visitors with them, they received two
entries for the car or motorcycle.
How’s that for pragmatism? The Lord
gave us cars and motorcycles; so He
obviously wants us to bring people into
the Kingdom with them, right?
USA Today reported that Baptist
Bishop Fred Caldwell of Greenwood
Acres Full Gospel Church in Greenwood, Louisiana, oﬀered white people
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Of course, we might look at these
extreme examples and say they’re just
isolated incidents but I would suggest
to you that this type of pragmatism is
in widespread use by the church today,
even though it is taught nowhere in
scripture.
Satan has shrewdly persuaded us that
godliness is attainable through ungodliness – that when it comes to doing
the Lord’s work, the end justiﬁes the
means.
We are constantly being taught new
and creative ways to be “more eﬀective”
and almost nothing about being more
obedient.
And THAT, my friends is the problem. God did not call us to be “effective.” He called us to be holy and
obedient – something the church is
ﬂagrantly avoiding these days for the
sake of numerical growth.
Pastor, if you’re teaching your ﬂock to
be “more eﬀective,” with programmes,
strategies and techniques, you are
teaching them to focus on results and
relationships, not obedience to the
Word of God. This breeds manipulators, two-facers and blessing-chasers,
not Christ followers.
Why do you think we have rock-‘n’roll worship, sloppy attire, food courts,
coﬀee shops, bookstores, health clubs,
movie theatres, skating rinks, bowling
and bingo in emotionally driven, biblically illiterate churches around the
world today? Because the end justiﬁes
the means.
Why do you think we’re encouraged
to appeal to men’s and women’s egos
and appetites with mesmerising music,
self-esteem sermonettes and “felt needs”
festivals? Because the end justiﬁes the
means.
Why do you think we train missionaries to go overseas with the Truth of God
and then lie about why they’re there?
Because the end justiﬁes the means.
Why do you think we encourage mis-

sionaries to lie to government oﬃcials
in foreign countries about the contents
of their luggage in order to smuggle
Bibles in illegally? Because the end
justiﬁes the means.
Don’t you see the contradiction
here?
It seems we don’t want to have to pray,
fast, trust and wait for the Lord to open
doors His way and in His time. We’d
rather get on with it, make our plans
and open our own doors in His name
so we can show everyone how committed we are.
But, without the holiness, obedience
and faith God demands, our pragmatic
evangelism is in vain! Worse yet, it’s
evil!
“Be still, and know that I am God
(Psalm 46:10).”
And what are we saving the lost TO
when we lie, deceive and manipulate
our way through the “Christian life”
and call it a “ministry?” Are we not
representing a false christ by oﬀering
the truth in hypocrisy – exercising a
fraudulent faith that robs us of the very
righteousness we try to teach others?

Holy God or devious
heart?
Will we be led, guided and delivered
in our time of need by a Holy God or
by a devious heart? I would say a god
that needs you and me to bear false
witness and act deceitfully in order to
carry out his will is not a very powerful
or consistent god, now is he?
“Woe unto them that call evil good,
and good evil; that put darkness for
light, and light for darkness; that put
bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter
(Isaiah 5:20)!”
Remember Uzzah and the new cart?
God doesn’t honour good intentions
wrought with ungodliness and disobedience. He punishes it – maybe not
instantly but eventually and severely!
So, I’d be very careful about calling
today’s growing apostasy a “Spiritual
Awakening,” a “Global Movement”
or a “New Reformation” because it is
steeped in pragmatism, pleasure and
pride.
“There is a way that seemeth right
unto a man, but the end thereof are the
ways of death (Proverbs 16:25).”
© 2004 Paul Proctor. All Rights Reserved
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Note that he was quite aware that God
was the cause of their predicament.
He understood some principles about
God’s sovereignty but, like Job, struggled to bring the concept of a loving
God together with what he was seeing
around him.
The evidence surely did not support
what he knew was true about God and
belied the promises made to the fathers
that Israel was God’s special people.
We are often in places where the
evidence of the loving heart of the
Father becomes thin, when legitimate
dreams are shattered, when we have
tried everything we can to be able to
control God so that we can control our
circumstances – and God just proves
Himself not to be the giant cosmic
servant we want Him to be.

The secret of his survival

On Hope, and
Speaking to my Soul

by “Sojourner”
“This I recall to my mind, therefore I
have hope. Through the Lord’s mercies we
are not consumed, for His compassions fail
not – they are new every morning, great is
your faithfulness. ‘The Lord is my portion,’
says my soul, ‘therefore hope in Him.’ The
Lord is good to those who wait for Him,
to the soul who seeks Him. It is good that
one should hope and wait quietly for the
salvation of the Lord…
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“For the Lord will not cast oﬀ forever.
Though He causes grief, yet He will show
compassion according to the multitude
of His mercies. For He does not aﬄict
willingly (or from His heart) nor grieve
the children of men (Lamentations 3:2126,31-33, emphasis added).”
IF YOU read the preceding chapters in
Lamentations, you will get an inkling
of the desperate situation Jeremiah was
speaking from.

This is where Jeremiah ﬁnds himself,
and it is in this place that he tells us the
secret of his survival – the secret that
Adam and Eve did not know because
they doubted the heart of God and rejected Him by seeking more than what
He had for them at that moment, more
than what He had promised them for
that time.
The secret of Jeremiah’s survival was in
recalling the truth to mind and speaking to his soul about the reality of the
character of God: His ways, not His
deeds, not what He does in a speciﬁc
narrow time slot, but what He plans for
eternity, seen through the wide lens of
His timeless foreknowledge and endless
power to achieve His objectives.
It seems to me to be an active recalling to mind, a speaking to his soul,
telling himself that it is only through
the Lord’s mercies that we have breath
and all things (Acts 17:24), that God’s
compassions are new every morning,
so He does remove our sins from us as
far as the east is from the west and He
does have compassion on us as a father
has for His children (Psalm 103), and
He is faithful to Himself and to His
promises.
So he thinks about these things and
reminds his soul to dwell on the truth…
and therefore, in his darkest moment,
he has hope. He chose to make the
Lord his portion and to turn away from
the other things that could quench the
thirst he was feeling. He probably did
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not have much to turn to at that stage,
other than denying God and choosing
the lie of the enemy.

Drink of the fountain
Man tends to turn to other things
for satisfaction, especially to answered
prayers as proof of his worth and God’s
love. We often don’t turn to His person
to satisfy our need to feel loved, and that
does not glorify Him.
I am convinced that all thirst, all need
and all desperation is, at its very centre,
desperation for God, coming from the
knowledge deep in us that once we used
to know Him, perceiving and enjoying
His glory and we used to be with Him
and in Him.
So the need that we feel for security
and peace and joy, is nothing else but
a need for God that can only be satisﬁed by drinking of the fountain that
is Christ.
This is our hope, nothing else: if my
soul can see Him as my portion, my
exceedingly great reward, the only
fountain that will really quench my
thirst, then my soul will settle down
and I will be able to say that I count all
things loss for Christ. I regard them as
rubbish for the sake of knowing Him
and the power of His resurrection and
the fellowship of His suﬀering so that
I can become united with Him in His
death (become like Him in death and
ﬁnd myself being resurrected in Him),
a spiritual and moral resurrection from
the dead while still in the body (see
Philippians 3, Ampliﬁed Bible).
Isn’t this our real hope? To ﬁnd ourselves part of the resurrection while
in the body? Not to be unclothed, but
to be clothed over, not to wait until
we die, but to experience that place of
knowing Him where we can rise above
the pain of this life and only groan and
labour as in birth pangs (you can’t do
anything but labour at that stage) with
the whole of creation, eagerly waiting
for the manifestation of us who are the
called and who will be manifested to
the whole creation through the resurrection and redemption of our earthly
bodies (Romans 8). It is in this hope
that we were saved! Can you see the
trees clapping their hands?
This is the picture that we should be
calling to mind as we talk to our souls
when the evidence of God’s loving heart
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is thin and the enemy wants to convince
us of the contrary.
This is what happened to Jeremiah:
when he convinced his soul, he realised
that the “Lord will not cast oﬀ forever”
and “that it is good to wait on the salvation of the Lord, for He is good to
those who wait on Him and to those
who seek Him,” even though it did not
seem to be true at that time.
It is something Abraham should also
have done before he made Ishmael,
and the disciples before they went back
to ﬁshing after the cruciﬁxion. Peter
should have spoken to his soul before
he became so oﬀended with Jesus that
he denied Him.
We should remind ourselves often to
enter into this dialogue with our souls.
We should be practicing it, exercising
our muscles of self-convincing when
things are good, so that when things
just don’t want to come right we have,
like an athlete, the ability to go beyond
ourselves and our own strength and
ﬁnd that we can hold on to the truth
through the resurrection life of Christ
in us, the hope of glory.
“Though He causes grief.” Listen to
that! He does so, not willingly or from
His heart, but nevertheless, He does.
But He will have compassion and
through His mercies only will we not
be consumed. This is our hope. It is not
in ourselves or in our achievements for
God, but in His commitment to show
to the Principalities and Powers and to

the whole of creation the abundance
of His mercy and the power of His
grace to accomplish His will for His
name’s sake.
And Jeremiah heard correctly. God
did reserve for Himself a remnant and
they went back and rebuilt Jerusalem
and the Temple and brought forth Jesus
through whom all the families in the
earth are blessed, and they will be again
in the future the sign of the sovereign
power of God as they come to salvation
(Romans 9) and the law goes forth from
Zion for the blessing of all nations and
the glory of God, as the nations will
see Him hallowed in Israel before their
eyes and they will believe and He will
be gloriﬁed (Ezekiel 36).

His compassions will not fail
We can bank everything on the fact
that His compassions will not fail. We
can come to His throne of grace with
boldness, wait right there for mercy
and eventually receive the grace we
need in order to be helped in time of
need (Hebrews 4). We will be helped,
because nothing can separate us from
the love of Christ – not life or death
or principalities or powers or things
present or things to come. Nothing!
So we can say with boldness to these
questions and fears and doubts (these
things): If God is for us, who can be
against us (Romans 8)?

Yo u c a n e - m a i l “ S o j o u r n e r ” o n
sojourner@telkomsa.net

No other life but in Him
Our method of proclaiming salvation is this: to point out to every heart the loving Lamb, who died for us, and although He was
the Son of God, oﬀered Himself for our sins... by the preaching of His blood, and of His love unto death, even the death of
the cross, never, either in discourse or in argument, to digress
even for a quarter of an hour from the loving Lamb: to name no
virtue except in Him, and from Him and on His account – to
preach no commandment except faith in Him; no other justiﬁcation but that He atoned for us; no other sanctiﬁcation but the
privilege to sin no more; no other happiness but to be near Him,
to think of Him and do His pleasure; no other self-denial but to
be deprived of Him and His blessings; no other calamity but to
displease Him; no other life but in Him
Count Zinzendorf
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what the Lord spoke to me in regard to
this vision, with others; especially those
prophets of the Most High God who
also may be enduring tragedies and/or
a time of silence from the Lord.
In the vision, I saw a long line of
silent men and women. Each of the
men and women had on a brown cape
that touched the ground and they were
staring ahead intently. I glanced in the
direction the men and women were
looking to see what they were staring
at. To my surprise, I saw a large washtub
such as was used in bygone days to wash
clothes. Hovering over the washtub, I
saw an immense hand.

“Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was of
the settlers of Gilead, said to Ahab, ‘As
the LORD, the God of Israel lives, before
whom I stand, surely there shall be neither
dew nor rain these years, except by my
word (1 Kings 17:1).’”
“Now it happened after many days that
the word of the LORD came to Elijah in
the third year, saying, ‘Go, show yourself
to Ahab, and I will send rain on the face of
the earth...’ Now Elijah said to Ahab, ‘Go
up, eat and drink; for there is the sound of
the roar of a heavy shower.’ So Ahab went
up to eat and drink. But Elijah went up to
the top of Carmel; and he crouched down
on the earth and put his face between his
knees.
“He said to his servant, ‘“Go up now,
look toward the sea.’” So he went up and
looked and said, ‘There is nothing.’ And he
said, ‘Go back’ seven times. It came about
at the seventh time, that he said, ‘Behold,
a cloud as small as a man’s hand is coming
up from the sea.’
“And he said, ‘Go up, say to Ahab, “Prepare your chariot and go down, so that the
heavy shower does not stop you.”’ In a little
while the sky grew black with clouds and
wind, and there was a heavy shower. And
Ahab rode and went to Jezreel (1 Kings
18:1, 41-45).”
Also, 1 Kings 19:11-13.
SEVERAL months ago, I felt impressed of the Lord to read repeatedly
the above quoted verses of Scripture.
As I wondered and pondered why these
verses of Scripture seemed so compelling to me, my attention was once again
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drawn to 1 Kings 18:1; in particular,
where it reads: “And it came to pass
after many days, that the word of the
Lord came to Elijah...”
As I ﬁnished reading this verse of
Scripture, the Lord began to speak
to my heart. “Did Elijah stop being a
prophet when My word wasn’t coming
to him?” The Lord asked me.
This question from the Lord struck
my heart and took my breath away. I
myself had been enduring a time of
great silence from the Lord. Yet even
though the silence from the Lord was
distressing in many ways, I continued to
feel the Lord’s presence with me

Over the past several months, it was as
if one tragedy after another was striking
my family and loved ones. There were
numerous stressful situations occurring
at the same time. A spirit of intense
weariness settled upon my heart. I usually felt as if I were bracing myself for
the next blow to strike.
As I continued to seek the Lord for
answers and direction, I had a very
strange vision. This vision was so
strange to me that I almost dismissed it
as silly and unimportant. Yet, it haunted
my thoughts. After some time, I felt
clarity from the Lord in regard to this
simple, “silly” vision.
I would like to share this vision, and

I watched as each of the men and
women approached the washtub. The
large hand plucked up each man and
woman one by one, and very deliberately placed that person (still wrapped
within their brown cape) inside the
washtub. Then began what I can only
describe as a “wash cycle.”
During this time of being “washed,”
each of the men and women were being swirled madly around within the
washtub. Soap and water were in their
eyes, ears and even in their mouths.
The hand also “scrubbed” each of the
men and women on a scrubber, then
would place them back into the soapy,
turbulent water.
As I continued to watch all of this, I
became aware of the soft murmuring of
a voice. I couldn’t make out the words
that were being spoken, but the sound
of the voice was gentle and soothing.
At the end of the wash cycle, the
men and women appeared absolutely
exhausted. Then began the “rinse cycle.”
The wash water was drained from the
washtub, and clean water added. A
bucket appeared grasped in the large
hand. I watched as the large hand repeatedly poured bucketful after bucketful of water over each of the soapy men
and women.
The voice continued to murmur gently
and soothingly to the men and women,
but with the soap and now the water in
their ears, they didn’t seem able to hear
the sound of the voice.
At the end of the “rinse cycle,” I
watched as the large hand set the
bucket aside, grasped each of the men
and women one by one, and placed
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them into an old fashioned wringer.
I gasped with dismay as I saw each of
the men and women being completely
ﬂattened and having the water pressed
from them as they were put through
this wringer. Then, the men and women
were placed gently into a basket.
By the time this entire process was
completed, the men and women were
totally limp and exhausted. Then another hand appeared so that there was
now a set of large hands. The hands
reached into the basket and gently
removed the men and women one by
one. The set of hands carried each man
and woman to a clothesline and began
to “hang” the men and women on the
clothesline.
As I stared at the men and women
hanging on the clothesline, I saw that
each of them had their eyes closed;
almost as if they had fallen asleep after
the ordeal they had just endured. I then
began to faintly hear the sound of a
gentle breeze. This breeze seemed to
envelope each of the men and women,
and they were gently swaying back and
forth on the clothesline. As the breeze
gently blew on the men and women,
the soft voice continued to murmur
to them.
Gradually, the men and women
seemed to become aware of the sound
of the voice. They opened their eyes,
began to slowly look around them, and
became more alert.

The hands then took each of the men
and women down from the clothesline.
The men and women stood silently, as
if waiting for something to happen. I
realised that during this whole process, not one of the men or women had
resisted, or even spoken.
As I stared at the men and women, I
saw them become quietly animated. I
noticed they were each staring oﬀ into
the distance at something. I turned to
see what it was they were gazing at, and
saw a small cloud. The small cloud appeared as if from over the horizon.
Then, each of the men and women
set oﬀ towards the small cloud, and the
vision ended.
As I continuously thought upon this
vision, the Lord began to speak to me
about it. “Do you know who the men
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and women are?” The Lord asked me.
“No, Lord,” I replied.

“They are My prophets,” the Lord
replied. “To one degree or another, I
have been taking My prophets through
a time of being puriﬁed and cleansed.
For some of them, this process is quite
open and apparent. For others, it is hidden and is being accomplished in secret
and in isolation. For all of them, though,
it is painful; for all within them that is
impure or unclean is being laid open
and is being dealt with and cleansed.”
“Why, Lord?” I asked.
“For the coming days ahead,” the Lord
replied. “As I have been dealing with
My prophets, so will I also be dealing
with each of My children. When this
cleansing process comes upon each of
My children, My prophets will be there
to aide in this process.”
“What is the purpose of this process,
Lord?” I asked.
“I am moving in a diﬀerent manner
than I have before,” the Lord answered.
“I am speaking diﬀerently. Each of My
prophets, and also each of My children,
must be attuned to the changes in the
way I am moving and speaking. If they
are not attuned to these changes, they
will overlook and miss My purpose and
My will, and what it is I desire to see
accomplished.”
“And what is it that You desire to see
accomplished, Lord?” I asked.
“I desire for My prophets to not only
speak My word,” the Lord replied. “I
desire them to also have a solution to
the word I give them to speak, and to
know through My Spirit how to apply the interpretation of My word to
them.”
I felt confused by this answer. You do
not understand, child?” The Lord asked
me. I admitted that I did not.
“When I speak a word of warning
or of coming calamity to one of My
prophets,” the Lord explained, “not
only do I desire that prophet to speak
forth the word of warning, I desire them
to also have a solution to the coming
calamity. Speaking forth My word is
no longer totally acceptable to Me,”
the Lord said. “I would also have My
prophets to become so mature in Me

that they will also have clear direction
for others in regard to the word I speak
to them. Now do you understand?”
“Yes, Lord,” I replied.
“The cleansing process for My prophets and also for My children,” the Lord
continued, “is for them to come to maturity. When they are mature, then will
I arise with total strength and glory in
the midst of My people.
“The danger, though, during this
process is that of My prophets and My
children becoming dejected and overwhelmed by the situations I will and
have been bringing upon them, and for
them to quit.
“Another danger is that of not restoring and strengthening those who I will
expose during the cleansing process.
Before there is a cleansing of the ﬂesh,
there is ﬁrst a decaying of the ﬂesh.
Whenever the ﬂesh is decaying, there
is a stench. The stench of the ﬂesh decaying for many of My prophets and
My children will be oﬀensive to many
others, yet it is not My desire for their
backs to be turned upon those who are
going through the decaying process.
“This is a very delicate time spiritually
for My prophets and eventually for My
children,” the Lord continued. “Souls
hang in the balance, and it will be
through the maturity of My prophets
and then of My children, that the fate
of these souls will be decided.”
When the Lord ceased speaking to
me, I was amazed and tremendously
humbled by this simple, at ﬁrst glance
almost seemingly silly, vision of a washtub that the Lord had shared with me.
I began to grasp the enormous magnitude of how the Lord is currently
moving and speaking to us.
It is my sincere desire and hope that
others of the prophets and God’s children who are enduring a cleansing and
also a decaying to the ﬂesh process
may be encouraged and strengthened
through this vision.
In Him, Hollie L.
Moody
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James

Caughey

Methodist revivalist
by David Smithers
J. A. STEWART has rightly said,
“Apart from the mighty enduement of
the Spirit of Pentecost, all our Gospel
services will be in vain. The natural, unregenerate man cannot comprehend the
things of the Spirit. His darkened mind
can only be enlightened by the divine
intervention of God, the Holy Ghost.
He cannot be argued, fascinated, bullied
or enthused into accepting Christ as
Saviour. It is not enough that we clearly
expound the Gospel. It must be given
in the demonstration and power of the
Spirit and then applied by Him.”
It was this burning revelation that
radically transformed the ministry of a
young Methodist preacher by the name
of James Caughey.
Caughey was born in Northern Ireland on April 9, 1810. The Caughey
family later emigrated to America while
James was still young. By 1830 Caughey
was working in a large ﬂour mill in New
York. Between the years of 1830-31,
he was soundly converted, along with
thousands of others during the Second
Great Awakening.
Two years after his conversion, he was
admitted as a Methodist preacher. He
was later ordained in 1834 as deacon
and after two more years was ﬁnally
ordained as an elder of the Methodist
Episcopal Church.
Initially he seemed to be merely
another sincere but quite ordinary
Methodist preacher. His ﬁrst ministry
labours were not distinguished by any
uncommon results; therefore his friends
and family did not entertain any lofty
hopes for his future ministry. However,
Caughey had already begun to embrace
his own desperate need for a genuine
upper-room experience. He resolved to
fully yield and entrust his ministry to
the power and inﬂuence of the Holy
Spirit. Burdened and burning with conviction, James Caughey vowed to God

18

to always submit to the
following points;
“1. The absolute necessity of the influence of the Holy Spirit
to impart power, efﬁcacy, and success to a
preached Gospel.
“2. The absolute necessity of praying more
frequently, more fervently, more perseveringly, and more believingly for the aid of
the Holy Spirit in my
ministry.
“3. That my labours will be powerless,
and comfortless, and valueless, without
this aid; a cloud without water, a tree
without fruit, dead and rootless; a sound
uncertain, unctionless and meaningless;
such will be the character of my ministry. It is the Spirit of God alone which
imparts signiﬁcance and power to the
Word preached...
“4. No man has ever been signiﬁcantly
useful in winning souls to Christ without the help of the Spirit. With it the
humblest talent may astonish earth
and hell, by gathering into the path
of life thousands for the skies, while
without the Spirit, the ﬁnest and most
splendid talents remain comparatively
useless...”
From this time Caughey’s labours
were more fruitful, but not so as to
distinguish him above many other
Methodist preachers of the day. He
pastored and occasionally evangelised
in America until 1840. Caughey was
then impressed of the Lord to leave his
church to go and preach in Britain.
Almost immediately he began to minister with a new anointing and power.
He obtained permission f rom the
Methodist Conference to visit Europe,
and quickly set out to bring reformation
and revival to the heartland of Wesleyan

Methodism.
In July 1841, James Caughey arrived
in Liverpool England and began an extensive tour of Britain that lasted until
1847. For nearly seven years Caughey
was the means of sparking revival in one
industrial city after another all across
Britain. Throughout this continuous
season of revival, Caughey preached on
an average of six to ten times a week,
resulting in 22 000 souls converted and
thousands more refreshed and empowered by the Holy Spirit.

Entire communities
transformed

Caughey’s revival ministry repeatedly
emptied the public drinking houses and
miraculously transformed entire communities. Most of his converts were
young people, between the ages of 16
and 30 years old. One of those especially
impacted by Caughey’s preaching was
a tall and gangly youth named William
Booth. Caughey’s ministry gave the
young Booth hope and courage to step
out in faith and start a street preaching
ministry in the forgotten city slums of
England. This ministry quickly grew
and was later to become the Salvation
Army.
Caughey’s ministry consistently left
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an intense impact on all those who attended his meetings. Often his services
were ﬁlled with the sounds of hundreds
of hungry souls simultaneously sobbing
and crying out for more of Jesus.
In the autumn of 1843 in Hull England, Caughey recalled the following
miraculous events: “At this moment
an inﬂuence, evidently from Heaven,
came upon the people suddenly; it
seemed like some mighty bursting of
a storm of wind upon some extensive
forest. The entire congregation was in
motion; some preparing to ﬂee from the
place, and others in the act of prostrating themselves before the Lord God
of hosts.
“Cries for mercy, and piercing supplications for purity of heart were heard
from all parts of the agitated mass – in
the galleries, as well as throughout the
body of the chapel; while puriﬁed souls
were exulting in the loftiest strains of
adoration.

Beyond description

“The scene was, beyond description,
grand and sublimely awful. It was
God’s own house, and heaven’s gate.
Poor sinners were amazed, and ﬂed; but
some of them fell down, some distance
from the chapel, in terror and agony.
Many however remained, repeating
the publican’s plea, ‘God be merciful
to me a sinner!’
“My soul, full of holy awe, trembled
before the majesty of God. Like Elijah,
who covered his face in his mantle when
the Lord passed by, I was glad to have a
place of concealment in the bottom of
the pulpit. The superintendent minister,
who was with me in the pulpit at the
time, was so overpowered, that he could
do nothing but weep and adore. Thus it
continued for about 25 minutes, when
the Lord stayed His hand, and there
was a sudden and heavenly calm, full
of sunshine and glory.
“The number converted and sanctiﬁed on that night was great. It appears
the inﬂuence was almost as powerful
outside the chapel as within. An unconverted man, who was standing outside
at the time, waiting to accompany his
wife home, said, when she came out, ‘I
don’t know what has been going on in
the chapel, or how you have felt, but
there was a very strange feeling came
over me while I was standing at the
door.’ A few such shocks of almighty
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power would turn the kingdom of the
devil in any place or city upside down,
and go far to convert the entire population.”
On occasions the manifestations accompanying Caughey’s ministry went
far beyond the accepted norms usually associated with modern, English
Methodism. As we have already noted,
extended seasons of intense weeping
and piercing cries were quite common
in Caughey’s meetings. However, there
were also some occasional instances of
a more drastic nature.
In Ireland there were manifestations
of exuberant jumping and rejoicing
accompanied by others being violently
overcome with uncontrollable shaking
and trembling. As a result, it was not
uncommon for Caughey to be accused
of promoting emotional fanaticism by
those who were resisting his reforms
among the Wesleyan Methodists.
Those who were closest to the revivalist were often asked how Caughey
managed to consistently ﬂow in the
power of the Holy Spirit. The answer
was almost always the same: Knee work!
Knee work! Knee work! This was his

secret!
James Caughey was a man committed
to faith-ﬁlled, travailing prayer. “He
spent many hours of each day on his
knees, with his Bible spread open before
him, asking wisdom from on high, and
beseeching a blessing from God on
the preaching of His Word. This was
his almost constant employment between breakfast and dinner.” Caughey’s
anointed ministry was merely the
outward fruit of a lifestyle of constant
praying in the Holy Spirit.
Caughey’s lengthy revival ministry
in Britain had brought about an unexpected refreshing among the common
people of the Wesleyan Methodist
Church. As a result, his ministry naturally empowered the growing Methodist reform movement, as he challenged
the Wesleyan people to return to the
apostolic roots of John Wesley’s Methodism.
Eventually, Caughey was stubbornly
opposed and censored by England’s
Methodist leadership. Finally, in 1847
Caughey reluctantly consented to close
his revival meetings in England and
quietly return to America.

A young preacher came to me and said, “I’ve got a great church. I’ve got a wonderful
Sunday School programme, a growing radio ministry. But I feel a personal need
and a personal lack, I need to be baptised with the Holy Ghost, I need to be ﬁlled
with the Spirit. I wonder if you could help me.”
He was like a fellow driving up in a big Cadillac, saying to someone standing
at the ﬁlling station, “Fill her up with the highest octane you’ve got!” He wanted
power for his programme.
I said, “I’m awfully sorry, I don’t think I can help you.” He said, “Why?” I said, “I
don’t think you’re ready. Suppose you consider yourself coming up with a Cadillac.
You’ve talked about your programme, you’ve talked about your radio, you’ve talked
about your Sunday School and church. It’s very good. You’ve done wonderfully
well without the power of the Holy Spirit.”
He had accomplished a great deal without God. Now he wanted power to accomplish his ends even further. I said, “No – you’re sitting behind the wheel and
you’re saying to God, ‘Give me power so I can go.’ It won’t work. You’ve got to
slide over.”
I said, “No, that will never do. You’ve got to get into the back seat.” And I could
see him leaning over and grabbing the wheel. “No,” I said, “it will never do in the
back seat.”
I said. “Before God will do anything for you, you know what you’ve go to do?”
So he said, “What?” I said, “You’ve got to
get out of the car, take the keys around,
open up the boot lid, hand the keys to the
Lord Jesus, get inside the boot, slam the
lid down, whisper through the keyhole,
‘Lord – look. Fill her up with anything
you want and you drive, it’s up to you
from now on.’”
Paris Reidhead, in 10 Shekels And A Shirt
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A spiritual
check-up

By Winkie Pratney
Billy Sunday once said: “Some people
take so many pills their joints look like
ball bearings.” It’s a sick, sick world.
With so many medical problems
around, many people go for a physical
checkup once a year. These physical
checkups cost a little time and a little
more inconvenience. But if the beginnings of a dangerous illness are discovered, the cost is worth it.
Now, the Christian is supposed to
have the answer to the moral plague
sweeping the nations. But something is
very wrong with the average Christian
church.
There is supposed to be love, but there
is envying, strife and division. There is
supposed to be holiness, but there is
often downright ungodliness instead.
There is supposed to be power, but there
is largely only weakness and spiritual
sickliness.
We are supposed to have revival, but
on the whole we have still not seen any
great awakening.
“My brethren, these things ought not
to be.”
What is wrong with the church must
be the sum total of what is wrong with
each individual Christian. If men can
have medical checkups for their bodies,
why shouldn’t there be spiritual checkups to examine the state of our souls?
If a physician can prescribe pills for
bodily ailments, doesn’t the Master
Physician have one for the diseased
soul? Of course, He does — the “Gospill.” Which means, of course, “Good
News.”
However, before we can be given the
Good News, we should thoroughly
understand the Bad News...
Before a cure can be accepted and
applied, there must be diagnosis. To
achieve this, some sort of spiritual
checkup is needed. Which is precisely
what this is all about.
One caution: like any checkup, this
is going to cost you time and inconvenience. However, unlike the physical
checkup it may also hurt somewhat.
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Of course, a sore spot shows infection
present.
When you go through this, remember
it is designed to expose, and that exposure might hurt! Be assured, however,
that a little pain now may save an awful
lot of trouble later. If it’s any consolation, this checkup is absolutely free.
It will only cost you, of course, on diagnosis, your sin. Of all things, you can
aﬀord to lose that, can’t you? Nobody in
their right mind wants to keep a killer
cancer. Ready?
To take this spiritual checkup you
will need only pencil, paper, some
time — and complete honesty. Deep
breath… And take a seat.

Case History
For the next hour or so, let the Holy
Spirit turn His searchlight on your spiritual life. Let Him probe, X-ray and test
your soul! And let Him start by opening
the closets of your memory.
Memory is highly efficient at remembering wrong. Although it easily
forgets merely unpleasant or worthless
things, it NEVER forgets unrighted
SIN. Much mental illness today can
be traced to GUILT never wiped from
the mind by the twin tools of confession and restoration — and receiving
forgiveness.
Shock, drugs and other medical and
psychiatric treatment may try to take
guilt memories from the mind, but
God’s method is the only fully eﬀective
one. Face each wrong with its full load
of guilt, admit it to God and others

who are involved, as wrong, then ask
and receive healing forgiveness (Psalm
32:1-5; 1 John 1:5-9).
Use the following three lists as checkup charts to examine your life before
the Lord. Take each one slowly and
carefully. Check each area that is a
“sore spot” and on your own paper
write out what you will have to do to
get it right.
Confess them to the Lord one by
one as He shows them to you. When
you have ﬁnished, RE-READ your list
again, and add any others that come
to mind.
Don’t give in to the temptation to
pass quickly over any area that hurts.
Take your courage in your bare hands;
face your sin. This first part will be
painful. Let God furrow your heart
and break up all the hardness that has
formed from unconfessed sin. If tears
begin to come, let them. “Godly sorrow
works repentance” and tears may soften
your heart for God to work with it (2
Corinthians 7:10; Psalm 38:18; 34:6,
18:51:17; Ecclesiastes 7:3; Psalm 147:3;
Ezekiel 34:16; Luke 4:18).

Memory Test
Stealing: Can you remember taking
money or property that was not yours?
Did you steal from neighbours, relatives, shops or stores, school or home?
(Exodus 20:15; Ephesians 4:28)
Cheating: Did you get anything from
anyone unfairly? Does someone know
or suspect that you cheated to pass an
important test? Did you rob someone
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of their fair share of praise or pay for a
job? ( James 5:1-4; Malachi 3:5; Deuteronomy 24:14-15; Jeremiah 22:13;
Job 31:13)
Lying: “Any designed form of deception for selﬁsh reasons.” If you design
to make an impression contrary to the
naked truth, you have lied. Have you
been deceitful? (Revelation 21:8)
Slander: Speaking evil of someone.
You do not have to lie to slander. Have
you talked about someone behind their
back in a way you would not to their
face? Malicious gossip — telling the
truth with intent to hurt or injure is
slander. Are you guilty of backbiting
or criticism? (Matthew 7:1-5; 1 Corinthians 5:12; Colossians 3:8; Matthew
5:21-24)
Immorality: Are you guilty of stirring up desires that you could not
righteously feed? In outings with the
opposite sex have you failed to keep
your body and mind clean and pure,
and bartered your integrity for pleasure?
(Matthew 5:28; Job 31:1; 2 Peter 2:14;
1 Corinthians 6:18)
Censoriousness: Have you spoken
about others without love? Did you
judge, think or say the worst thing
about a person? ( John 7:24; 1 Corinthians 4:1-7; Galatians 6:1)

Action Test
Envy: Behind talk of other’s failures
and faults usually lurks envy. Did you
gossip and boast to exalt yourself at
another’s expense? Does it hurt to
hear certain people praised? If you
have nursed this spirit of Hell, repent
deeply. ( Job 5:2; Proverbs 14:30; 27:4;
Galatians 5:25)
Pride: Pretending in thought or life to
be more or less than you really are. Do
you pay more attention to your looks
than your soul? Is there a trouble-stirring spirit in your life? These are the
signs of pride. (Proverbs 16:5; 12:18;
21:4; 29:23; Titus 3:9; 1 Corinthians
1:26-31; 1 Peter 5:1)
Ingratitude: How many times have
others gone out of their way for you,
perhaps really sacriﬁced to help you
— and you took this all for granted? (2
Timothy 3:2; Malachi 3:8-11)
Anger: Have you been bad-tempered?
Did you shrug oﬀ self-control and lose
patience or gentleness with someone?
(Proverbs 14:29; 15:8; 21:9; 22:24;
Ecclesiastes 7:9; Ephesians 4:26; CoPrepare the Way

lossians 3:8)
Cursing: Have you used gutter language? Swearing has no place in the
life of a child of God. Never use exclamations beginning with “G,” “J,” or
“C,” — they are usually substitutes for
curses against God. Have you failed to
guard your speech? (Deuteronomy 5:11;
Matthew 5:33-37)
Levity: “Needless frivolity, silly talk
— talking and acting like a moron.”
Jests that tend to undermine the sacred
and precious standards of life; “Bible”
jokes that make light of the Holy Word
of God; unproﬁtable, empty and often
stupid foolishness achieves nothing
but a dangerous devaluation of the
Christian’s word. Real humour is a gift
of God, and will always edify or prepare
the way for the Holy Spirit; foolish
levity is sin. (Ecclesiastes 5:3; Proverbs
24:19; Ephesians 5:4)

Inner Inspection
Hardness: Did you ﬁght back, murmur or return evil for evil? Was your
response to trial un-Christlike when
you were wronged or hurt by someone? (Philippians 2:14; 1 Corinthians
10:10)
Habits: Have you continually overindulged natural appetites until they
have grown far beyond normal? Are
you a slave to food, drink or stimulants?
(Philippians 3:19; Proverbs 23:21; 1
Corinthians 6:19)
Half-heartedness: Can you remember times when you deliberately shirked
your full share of responsibility? Did
you skip times of secret or public prayer
to please yourself when you should have
been meeting with God? Have you been
ﬂippant and light with Him? (Proverbs
19:15; 21:5; 24:11-12; Matthew 25:113; 25:14-30; 1 Thessalonians 5:6;
James 4:13-17)
Hindrance: Have you destroyed another’s conﬁdence in you by needlessly
taking up their time? Have you prevented them from doing God’s work?
(Ephesians 5:16)
Hypocrisy: Did the life you lived before some people make all you said of
Christ and His gospel a lie? Have you
said one thing and done another? Were
others turned from God by your life
that declared to them your hypocrisy?
(Matthew 6:5-6; 7:3-5; 23:28; Revelation 3:15-16)
Broken Vows: Is there a vow you

made to God that you have not kept?
Did you promise Him something that
you have since forgotten or gone back
upon? If it was unwise, you had better
ask forgiveness and release; He expects
you to keep voluntary vows! (Ecclesiastes 5:1-6)

Surgery Needed?
If the Holy Spirit shows us sin, we
must go back to the place where the
Lord ﬁrst met us. It is the cross again.
We see the Lord Jesus once cruciﬁed
— for that sin — bearing our penalty.
A line of blood trickles down from its
splintered base. The sight should shock
and grieve us; we see the awfulness of
God’s judgement. This is not the law,
representing God armed with holy
wrath and determined to punish the
sinner without hope or help.
Rather, it is LOVE demonstrated in
the inﬁnite cost God is willing to pay
and the sacriﬁce He is willing to make
in order to save us from sin. It is the
most terribly beautiful picture of the
Gospel, showing God’s hatred for sin
and heartbreak over man’s selﬁshness.
Our sin nails Him to the cross all
over again. We tear open His wounds
and make His redemption a mockery.
Well might “heaven put on the robes
of mourning and Hell hold a jubilee.”
All God’s care and love — and we still
dare to sin?
Walk out into the light of reality. Drop
your self-deceit and face this sin for
what it really is. Turn from it, from the
depths of your heart. Take sides against
it with God; purpose in your heart never
to go back into that sin again.
“Oh God, You know my foolishness,
and my sin is not hid from You... for
Your Name’s sake, pardon my iniquity,
for it is great... If you, Lord, would mark
iniquities, who shall stand? But there is
forgiveness with You, that You may be
feared (Psalm 69:5; 25:11; 130:3-4).”
Will you do this now? Will you go
to your gracious and loving Father
as a little child and humbly ask His
forgiveness?
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1
John 1:9).”
“The Lord is merciful and gracious...
He has not dealt with us after our sins,
nor rewarded us according to our iniquities; For as the heaven is above the
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A spiritual
check-up

earth, so great is His mercy towards
them that fear Him; as far as the east
is from the west, so far has He removed
our transgressions from us (Psalm
103:8-12).”

Confession
Confession is humbling yourself and
admitting your wrong. Restitution is
the willingness to pay back or restore
wherever possible. If you are now forgiven before the Lord, are you ready to
ask Him for the courage to confess and
restore to others you have wronged?
Your conscience must be clean before
both God and man if you want to know
true freedom. You cannot stand for God
with a dirty past in the eyes of others.
Memories of failure in their eyes will
drive you deeper into bondage each
time you remember them; when you
have not asked their forgiveness, your
guilt will kill your faith and rob you of
direction and purpose.
You will not, of course, have to confess
every sin to everyone; just the sins committed against the ones you know you
have wronged.
The RULE: The circle of CONFESSION should only go as far as the circle
of COMMITTAL. Those sins against
God alone you have left with His loving
forgetfulness, (Psalm 103:8-13; Isaiah
43:25; Jeremiah 31:34); those against
God and man must be put right with
both God and the person(s) wronged.
Restitution should only go as far as
you can humanly repay. You will never
be able to undo all your wrong, but God
expects you to do all in your power to
restore that which you have taken from
others; no more and certainly no less.
God asks of you the willingness, if
need be, to go to a hundred people
to restore a relationship. True, total
repentance is to do that which is right
up to the full limit of your ability. It
concerns only that which is KNOWN
and RECOGNISED to be sin by the
repentant one.
Often those who see your sincerity
may make exceptions to any claims they
have to restitution, but you will have
to trust your case to the hands of God
Who does all things well.
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Getting Right With
Others
Name the basic sin! You can never really undo the results of your sin; no-one
can really forgive you for these. However you can always (and must!) right
the sin itself, by naming it and asking
forgiveness for it. Confess the sin that
caused your words or actions; God will
show you what it is. What was your real
wrong? Write it down so you can see it.
Are you sure that was what it was?
Make sure the way you ask is right.
Such halfhearted “confessions” as the
ones below show false or incomplete
repentance and are usually worse than
useless:
“I’m sorry – but it wasn’t all my fault!”
“Forgive me – if I have wronged you...”
“I was wrong – but so were you!” “Alright
– I’m sorry” or “I apologise.”
Full blame must be taken; the sin must
be named; pride must be cruciﬁed.
Do you know the basic sin you must
put right? Have you thought through
what you are to say? Is the time convenient for the other person? Can you be
alone when you see this person?
Do you have a truly repentant attitude? If you have trouble getting the
proper feelings, think of all the hurt
and loss your sin has caused. What did
your sin cost Christ (Luke 22:39-44;
John. 15:8-14)?
The Holy Spirit convicts by recalling
from your memory in detail all the
results of your wrong. Go over your
sin in speciﬁc detail; never in general.
As you think deeply about the eﬀect
of your sin, feelings will come equal to
your guilt.
Is the other person in the mood to forgive? If they get angry when you arrive,
wait quietly in a repentant manner until
their temper is under control. Then ac-

knowledge your sin and ask forgiveness.
Pray for help before you go (Proverbs
22:24; Matthew 5:43-48).
Don’t use words taking the blame oﬀ
yourself. Don’t involve others who may
have also sinned; don’t try to witness
as well, unless speciﬁcally asked why
you are making this thing right. Don’t
underestimate your guilt or their hurt.
And don’t wait too long to go and get
it right!
The elements of these three sentences
must be in any truly eﬀective confession:
1. “God has convicted me of something I did (have been doing) against
you...”
2. “I’ve been wrong in...” (Name the
basic sin – envy, pride, stubbornness,
etc. The only exception to this is a moral
oﬀence; say, “I have not set a decent
standard.”)
3. “I know I’ve wronged you in this,
and I want to ask: will you forgive
me?”
When it comes to getting right with
others, our minds supply many “reasons”
why we need not do what we know we
must. Be brutally honest with yourself.
Deal with each excuse, as an excuse.
Determine to do what is right. It’s
your life!
When you have gone through your
list as thoroughly as if you were about
to meet God before the throne of
Judgement and determined to get right
everything you can, you may burn your
list and leave your sins forgiven and
forgotten for ever! Wrongs may not be
wiped out completely from your mind,
but they can be exchanged for memories of the joy of forgiveness! Should
satan try to recall a dark past shadow,
you will be able to think, instead, of
the bright memory of confession and
forgiveness.
The word of pardon from those who
accept our confession will put wings
on our hearts and move us mightily to
praise God for His forgiveness. Many
millions are jailed in their own guilt, not
knowing what to do or who to turn to.
To some, the last road of suicide seems
the only possible escape. Minds are
snapping from the terrible load of guilt
of a ﬁlthy past.
It is up to you now to put into practice
what you know must be done. Your testimony will be a ray of hope to any you
come in contact with. Don’t just read
this; in His Name, go and DO IT!
© 2000 Winkie Pratney
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Prophecy given
through Smith
Wigglesworth in
1947

“During
the next
few decades
there will be
two distinct
moves of the
Holy Spirit across the church in
Great Britain. The ﬁrst move
will aﬀect every church that is
open to receive it, and will be
characterised by a restoration
of the baptism and gifts of the
Holy Spirit.
“The second move of the Holy
Spirit will result in people leaving historic churches and planting new churches.
“In the duration of each of
these moves, the people who are
involved will say, ‘This is a great
revival.’ But the Lord says, ‘No,
neither is the great revival but
both are steps towards it.’
“When the new church phase
is on the wane, there will be
evidence in the churches of
something that has not been
seen before: a coming together
of those with an emphasis on
the Word and those with an emphasis on the Spirit. When the
Word and the Spirit come together, there will be the biggest
move of the Holy Spirit that the
nation, and indeed, the world
has ever seen. It will mark the
beginning of a revival that will
eclipse anything that has been
witnessed within these shores,
even the Wesleyan and Welsh
revivals of former years...”

‘An outrage against
marriage and
democracy’

The December 1 instruction
from the South African ConPrepare the Way

stitutional Court for parliament
to change the law to allow homosexual marriage represents
an aﬀront to democracy and an
outrage against marriage, says
Philip Rosenthal, Director of
the ChristianView Network
“While we should show love
and concern for those struggling
with all types of sexual perversion, this does not mean we can
equate homosexual relationships with the sacred institution
of marriage.
“To do so is a fraud. It debases
the true meaning and value
of marriage, just as printing
banknotes devalues real money
and issuing fraudulent academic
qualiﬁcations debases those who
work hard to get their degrees.
The decision is an insult to
every married person in South
Africa. Marriage pre-dates the
Constitution, and the Constitutional has no more right or
ability to re-deﬁne it than it has
to re-deﬁne the laws of science,”
Rosenthal said.
“If parliament listens to the
Constitutional Court and
legalises so-called ‘same-sex
marriage,’ then South Africa
will no longer be a democracy,
but rather a ‘judicial tyranny.’
Rather, the government should
use its two-thirds majority to
amend the constitution to protect real marriage
between a man
and a woman. It
has already done
so 12 times and
should now do so
again. We should
also seek to replace as soon as
possible the activist judges who
have abused their
power to issue
such a decision.
“It is ironic that
both the judgement of the Supreme Court of
Appeal and the
Constitutional
Court have been
made by practicing homosexual activists.

It is generally regarded as bad
practice to allow activists to be
judges, because of the temptation to abuse their powers to
make major social changes. It is
thus critically important that we
remove and bar political activists from the judiciary in order
to safeguard South Af rican
democracy from this type of
abuse of power,” he said.

Paris Evangelicals
feel demands of
Muslim persecution

A 300-member evangelical
church in
France may
be e victed
f rom its
building
due to pressure f rom
the growing Muslim
population
in the area. The lease on the
church’s current building expired on November 30.
The Temple de Paris Church
is located in the Paris suburb
of Bagnolet. Now its ability to
continue meeting at its present
location is in jeopardy. Christine
Thabot, the wife of the church’s
pastor, says the church has been
working for the past few months
to obtain the proper permits to

purchase the building. But then
a local Muslim cleric demanded
a permit for a mosque.
According to Thabot, the
imam essentially requested
that if the church were granted
the permits, he should also
be granted permission for the
mosque. To which the town
hall responded, says the pastor’s
wife: “Okay, if this is such a
major problem, then we want
you both out now.”
Thabot says the church eventually won a court decision to
keeps its permit – but then the
Muslims threatened the owner
of the building. She claims the
Muslim group pressured the
owner, telling him he should
kick the church out of the facility after their November 30,
2005, lease expired, “otherwise
we’ll make life miserable for
you.”
“He sent us a letter saying on
November 30 you will have to
get out of the building because I
am threatened by these people,”
she says. According to Thabot,
they intend to stay. “Many, many
pastors have left and then the
Muslims have taken over those
buildings,” she says. “So now we
want to stay – and that’s what
our decision is.” AgapePress
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That’s my King!

The late Dr S.M. Lockeridge, of
San Diego, California preached
these words in 1976:
MY King was born King. The
Bible says He’s a Seven-Way
King. He’s the King of the
Jews – that’s an Ethnic King.
He’s the King of Israel – that’s
a National King. He’s the
King of righteousness. He’s
the King of the ages. He’s
the King of Heaven. He’s the
King of glory. He’s the King
of kings and He is the Lord
of lords. Now that’s my King.
Well, I wonder if you know
Him. Do you know Him?
Don’t try to mislead me. Do
you know my King?
David said the Heavens
declare the glory of God, and
the firmament shows His
handiwork. My King is the
only one of whom there are
no means of measure that can
deﬁne His limitless love. No
far-seeing telescope can bring
into visibility the coastline of the shore
of His supplies. No barriers can hinder
Him from pouring out His blessing.
He’s enduringly strong. He’s entirely
sincere. He’s eternally steadfast. He’s
immortally graceful. He’s imperially
powerful. He’s impartially merciful.
That’s my King.
He’s God’s Son. He’s the sinner’s
saviour. He’s the centrepiece of civilisation. He stands alone in Himself. He’s
honest. He’s unique. He’s unparalleled.
He’s unprecedented. He’s supreme. He’s
pre-eminent. He’s the grandest idea in
literature. He’s the highest personality
in philosophy. He’s the supreme problem in higher criticism. He’s the fundamental doctrine of historic theology.
He’s the carnal necessity of spiritual
religion. That’s my King.
He’s the miracle of the age. He’s the
superlative of everything good that you
choose to call Him. He’s the only one
able to supply all our needs simultaneously. He supplies strength for the weak.
He’s available for the tempted and the
tried. He sympathises and He saves.
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He’s the Almighty God who guides
and keeps all his people. He heals the
sick. He cleanses the lepers. He forgives
sinners. He discharged debtors. He
delivers the captives. He defends the
feeble. He blesses the young. He serves
the unfortunate. He regards the aged.
He rewards the diligent and He beautiﬁes the meek. That’s my King.

Do you know Him?
Do you know Him? Well, my King is a
King of knowledge. He’s the wellspring
of wisdom. He’s the doorway of deliverance. He’s the pathway of peace. He’s
the roadway of righteousness. He’s the
highway of holiness. He’s the gateway
of glory. He’s the master of the mighty.
He’s the captain of the conquerors. He’s
the head of the heroes. He’s the leader
of the legislatures. He’s the overseer of
the overcomers. He’s the governor of
governors. He’s the prince of princes.
He’s the King of kings and He’s the
Lord of lords. That’s my King.
His oﬃce is manifold. His promise
is sure. His light is matchless. His

goodness is limitless. His
mercy is everlasting. His love
never changes. His Word is
enough. His grace is suﬃcient. His reign is righteous.
His yoke is easy and His
burden is light. I wish I could
describe Him to you... but
He’s indescribable. He’s indescribable. That’s my King.
He’s incomprehensible.
He’s invincible. He’s irresistible. I’m coming to tell
you this, that the heavens of
heavens can’t contain Him,
let alone some man explain
Him. You can’t get Him
out of your mind. You can’t
get Him oﬀ of your hands.
You can’t outlive Him and
you can’t live without Him.
The Pharisees couldn’t stand
Him, but they found out
they couldn’t stop Him. Pilate couldn’t ﬁnd any fault in
Him. The witnesses couldn’t
get their testimonies to agree
about Him. Herod couldn’t kill Him.
Death couldn’t handle Him and the
grave couldn’t hold Him. That’s my
King.
He always has been and He always
will be. I’m talking about the fact that
He had no predecessor and He’ll have
no successor. There’s nobody before
Him and there’ll be nobody after Him.
You can’t impeach Him and He’s not
going to resign. That’s my King! That’s
my King!
Thine is the kingdom and the power
and the glory. Well, all the power belongs to my King. We’re around here
talking about black power and white
power and green power, but in the end
all that matters is God’s power. Thine is
the power. Yeah. And the glory. We try
to get prestige and honour and glory for
ourselves, but the glory is all His. Yes.
Thine is the Kingdom and the power
and glory, forever and ever and ever
and ever. How long is that? And ever
and ever and ever and ever. And when
you get through with all of the “evers,”
then... Amen.
Prepare the Way

