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The first wonder will be to see
many there whom I did not expect to
see;
the second wonder will be to miss
many people who I did expect to see;
and the third and greatest of all
will be to find myself there.
John Newton (1725-1807)
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I’ll look for him

in heaven

by David H. McDowell
MET a certain man only once
– on May 5, 1908, but I believe
our meeting was divinely ordained.
We were on a train bound for New
York City. Miss Marie Burgess had
invited me to be the special speaker
at Glad Tidings Tabernacle.
I was young and inexperienced, the
pastor of a small mission at Waynesboro, Pennsylvania. I had been filled
with the Spirit the year before, but it
was with a sense of helplessness that I
looked forward to this new experience
in public ministry as I boarded the
train at Harrisburg.
My main problem was how to find
enough sermon material for a twoweek stretch. To me that was a big
order. My thoughts turned to the Jewish question, for the massacres of Jews
in Russia had been much in the news.
While thinking along this line I noticed a man on the opposite side of the
coach and a few seats forward reading
a foreign-language newspaper. The
Lord spoke to me as He did to Philip
in the desert (Acts 8:26-29): “Go over
and join yourself to this man.”
I hesitated, and the word came again:
“Go over and join yourself to this
man.”
I still questioned and then I felt the
presence of the Lord lifting from me. It
was not imagination, believe me! So
I said, “Lord, I’ll go.”
I walked down the aisle to
where the man sat. He
lowered his paper
and looked up at
me questioningly. “May
I speak to
you for a moment?” I asked.
He moved over
politely, and I sat
down.
“I see you are reading a Jewish newspa-
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per,” I began.
“This is not a Jewish paper.”
I saw at once he resented being identified as a Jew. I was embarrassed and
wondered if I had been mistaken. Then
I asked him, “Could you give me any
information on the Jewish situation in
Russia? I am deeply interested in the
Jewish question.”
“No, I don’t know anything about
the Jews in Russia. I am a businessman
in Philadelphia.”
At this moment I felt the Spirit of
God come upon me, and suddenly it
was as though I were another person.
Turning toward the man I raised my
arms and found myself speaking in
another tongue. This continued for
several minutes.
In shocked surprise the man asked,
“Why didn’t you tell me you were a
Hebrew?”
“I am not a Hebrew.”
“You are not a Hebrew? Where did
you get this language? You speak to me
in purest Hebrew. You tell me more
about my people than I know. We
don’t speak that language anymore; we
speak Yiddish. You go to college?”
“No.”
“You study Hebrew?”
“No.”
“Tell me. What kind of man are

you? You don’t go to college; you don’t
study Hebrew; and you speak to me in
the finest Hebrew. I am puzzled.”
It was then time to open my New
Testament. Calling him Abraham, I
said, “If you will listen to me now, I
will give you the answer. I am of Scottish parents. I have been converted
and have accepted your Messiah as my
Saviour, and He has baptised me in the
Holy Spirit.”
Then I began to read to him the
first and second chapters of the Acts.
Believe me, you never saw such a surprised man. He was speechless.
We were pulling into Broad Street
Station in Philadelphia, and he
reached for his handbag. I picked up
the bag and went out to the platform
with him. Tears flowed down his
cheeks as he said, “I wish I were going
with you.”
Still calling him Abraham, I said,
“Buy a New Testament and seek your
Messiah. He will fi ll you with His
Spirit as He has fi lled me and many
others, and we will meet in heaven.
Good-bye now.”
The whole experience took me by
such surprise that I did not think to
get his real name or to give him mine.
But I believe I shall meet this Jewish
man again – in heaven.
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by David Wilkerson

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, For He has
visited us and accomplished redemption for His
people, And has raised up a horn of salvation
for us In the house of David His servant– As He
spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets from
of old– Salvation from our enemies, and from
the hand of all who hate us; To show mercy
toward our fathers, And to remember His holy
covenant, The oath which He swore to Abraham
our father, To grant us that we, being rescued
from the hand of our enemies, Might serve Him
without fear, In holiness and righteousness
before Him all our days (Luke 1:6-).”
OD spoke this promise from
the beginning of the world,
swearing it by covenant to Abraham. Two awesome mercies are
embedded in this promise: first,
a Saviour would come who would
“save us from all our enemies.” Second, the Saviour would enable us to
“serve him without fear, in holiness
and righteousness before him, all
the days of our life.”
All the prophets pointed to this
word’s fulfilment in Christ. And these
promises were fulfilled in Jesus’ victory
at the cross. There the Lord defeated
all principalities and powers of darkness, putting his foot on satan’s head
4
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and crushing it. It was at Calvary the
Messiah saved us from all our enemies.
What about the second element
of this promise? It says Christ has
made provision for us to live all our
days without fear. What an amazing
thought: we can spend the rest of our
days on this earth without having to
fear anything.
As I consider this second aspect of
God’s promise, I have to admit: I have
not arrived. Scripture shows that even
the apostle Paul took a long time before coming to the place where he lived
without fear.
What about you? Have you reached
such a place? We have experienced the
first part of the promise: Christ has
brought victory in our lives over demonic enemies. But as for the second
part – living without fear – I sense
that few of us enjoy true freedom from
fear.
Yet God would not have given us this
covenant promise without showing
us how to obtain it. Indeed, Scripture
clearly outlines a pathway for every
believer to be able to live and serve him
without fear.
God shows us how we can live without fear, in 1 John.

The apostle John sums it up in one
verse: “Perfect love casts out fear
(4:18).” Moreover, the apostle says,
“There is no fear in love... He who fears
is not made perfect in love.” In short,
if we are living in fear, we can know we
are ignorant of perfect love.
Let me point out that John isn’t
saying, “Perfect love for God casts out
all fear.” That isn’t where perfect love
begins for true believers.
Certainly, we love God, a fact that is
beyond doubt. But consider what John
says about perfect love earlier in the
chapter: “If we love one another, God
dwells in us, and his love is perfected
in us (4:12).” According to John, the
first consideration of perfect love is
unconditional love for our brothers
and sisters in Christ.
A Christian can say he loves God,
that he is doing the Lord’s will, that
he’s faithfully performing the work of
the kingdom. Such a person may be a
worshipper and a teacher of the Word.
But if he holds a grudge, or speaks
against another he walks in darkness,
and a spirit of death is on him. All life,
all good works, are out of order in this
person. Consider what John says of
him: “He who says he is in the light,
and hates his brother, is in darkness
even until now (1 John 2:9).”
John says such a person has every
occasion of stumbling. He adds: “He
who does not love his brother abides
in death. Whoever hates his brother
is a murderer: and you know that no
murderer has eternal life abiding in
him (3:14-1).”
If you want to live a life without fear,
John says, there is a way to get there.
Indeed, there is a perfect love that
drives out all fear. And here is the first
step we all must take: “Beloved, if God
so loved us, we ought also to love one
another (1 John 4:11).” The first move
is to deal with our relationships in the
body of Christ.
According to John, here is where
perfect love begins. Loving others is
not something we “ought” to do but
are commanded to do. John says in the
previous chapter: “This is his commandment, that we should believe on
the name of his Son Jesus Christ, and
love one another, as he gave us commandment (3:23).” “This commandment we have from him, that he who
loves God love his brother also (4:21).”
Simply put, we are to love others as
Christ loved us. In this is love perfectPrepare the Way

ed. Yet, what is meant by love for others? It is much more than forgiveness.
It is to forgive all transgressions of
others toward us. It is to offer them fellowship. It is to esteem them as highly
as we do other members of the body.
And it is to make ourselves available to
them in their time of need.
Moreover, loving others means never
repeating any misjudgement or injury that has been made to us or our
reputation. In short, it is to forgive and
forget, to bury all of the past in the sea
of forgetfulness, in which Christ has
cast all our sins against Him.
John’s second epistle gives us a warning. Second John says that walking in
truth is “the doctrine of Christ (2 John
9).” What, exactly, is this doctrine?
It is to fully obey God’s command to
love his body. “If anyone comes to you
and does not bring this teaching, do
not receive him into your house, and
do not give him a greeting; for the one
who gives him a greeting participates
in his evil deeds (2 John 1:10-11).”
This is a heavy word from John. And
embedded in it is a warning against
giving ear to unloving gossip. Whether
you spill such words or take them in
– by phone, over coffee, even at church
– the listener is just as guilty as the
gossiper. And both are mocking the
doctrine of Jesus Christ. God help us
to see the awful consequences of listening to unloving speech, to bitterness,
to details of another’s behaviour, of
giving ear to anyone who dumps a onesided story of anger and plants seeds of
disunity.
Beloved, this matter of forgiving and
loving others is a commandment. Yet,
according to John, it is also a loving
invitation into a life of freedom from
fear. He says the Holy Spirit won’t
drive us to this truth, but will woo us,
dealing with us gently:
“His commandments are not grievous. For whatever is born of God
overcomes the world: and this is the
victory that overcomes the world, even
our faith (1 John 5:3-4).”
It may be hard to love and forgive
others, especially those who have
wounded us deeply. But John assures:
“This is the confidence we have in
Him, that, if we ask any thing according to His will, He hears us: and if we
know that He hears us, whatever we
ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him (5:14-15).”
Prepare the Way

When we have learned to love and
forgive, the Holy Spirit plucks the
roots of unforgiveness from our hearts.
And no trace of it remains; it is gone
for good. Now we are able to pray for
those we’ve forgiven, to think well of
them, even to serve them. Finally, we
see them as cleansed by the same blood
that cleanses us, and as being one with
us in Christ’s body. That is the very
heart of Jesus.
The second part of perfect love is to
know and believe the love that God
has for us. “We have come to know
and have believed the love which God
has for us. God is love, and the one
who abides in love abides in God, and
God abides in him. By this, love is
perfected with us, so that we may have
confidence in the day of judgement;
because as He is, so also are we in this
world (1 John 4:16-17).”
Note the last part of this passage.
John tells us we are now living as the
Lord lived: forgiving and loving our
enemies. There is nothing left in us of
revenge, of grudges, of racial prejudice
– nothing to condemn us before the
Judgement Day. And so now we must
know and fully believe the love of God
toward us.

Knowing & believing
His love for us
“In this is love, not that we loved
God, but that He loved us and sent
His Son to be the propitiation for our
sins (1 John 4:10).” Do you see what
John is saying? Perfect love also means
knowing and believing God’s love
toward us.
Moreover, John says, there must be
no fear in this love, no doubting it.
Why? If we doubt his love for us, we’ll
live in torment: “Fear has torment
(4:18).” Believing in God’s love means
knowing He is patient with our failures, day in and day out. He hears our
every cry, bottles every tear, feels our
anguish of heart, and is moved with
compassion at our groanings.
We often glibly say, “Christ is all,”
and yet when we face a crisis – when
one thing after another goes wrong,
our prayers seem unanswered, and
hope after hope is dashed – we descend
into fear. Indeed, we succumb to fear
whenever we waver in our trust in the
Lord for all things. But the fact is,
God never forsakes any child in their
time of anguish, even when things

seem absolutely hopeless.
According to John, when our love is
aligned with God’s Word – when we
embrace His love and care for us, and
we love one another unconditionally
– only then will we live without fear.
We will have boldness on the day of
judgement. And we’ll be able to live
in the here-and-now as Christ lived:
without fear.
When fear is driven out, something
wonderful happens. When all fear
is gone, we are now in perfect love.
Listen to these words sung by David:
“Glory and honour are in his presence;
strength and gladness are in his place
(1 Chronicles 16:27).” The root word
for “gladness” in the New Testament
means “jumping for joy.” God’s heart
leaps for joy over those enjoying the
fullness of perfect love.
Right now, the world is drowning in
fear. Humankind trembles over global
warming, fear of terrorist attacks,
nuclear warfare, a shaky economy, the
AIDS plague, mass murders, the rise
of Islam, political chaos, widespread
addictions to drugs, alcohol and
porn. I ask you: how can we make any
impact for Christ if we are beset with
the same spirit of fear that the world
has? What kind of hope can we offer
– indeed, what kind of Gospel do we
preach – if it doesn’t change us and
deliver us from fear?
God brought in the New Covenant
to assure his church of His love and
full pardon of sin... to bring us into the
knowledge of His delight and gladness
over us... all that we might know His
heart of love for us and live all our days
without fear.
Consider: “The Lord is my light
and my salvation; whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the strength of my life;
of whom shall I be afraid?... Though
a host should encamp against me, my
heart shall not fear (Psalm 27:1&3).”
It is long past time for God’s people
to give everything into His hands. I
urge you, stop trying to think your
way out of trouble. Instead, rest in the
power of God’s Word.
Let the Lord put gladness in you now,
today. Your glad heart will “shock and
awe” all those who are fearful around
you: “You shall become an astonishment, a proverb, and a byword, among
all nations whither the Lord shall lead
you (Deuteronomy 28:37).”
Copyright © 2006, World Challenge, Inc.
Box 260, Lindale, Texas 75771, USA


The wisdom of the wise
by Peter Pollock
REACH the Gospel, but not
with words of human wisdom
lest the cross of Christ be emptied
of its power. Those words, written to
the Corinthians by the apostle Paul,
have always been a source of great
interest, inspiration and challenge
to me. And Paul was only just getting warmed up!
He proceeds to say that the Gospel
message is foolishness to those who are
perishing, but to those who are being
saved, it is the power of God. Simply,
human eloquence and intellect, can
never replace the Holy Spirit. It doesn’t
matter how clever we are; how well
primed or educated; how famous or acceptable; how polished or presentable;
it just doesn’t wash. It doesn’t impress
God!
And furthermore, if we don’t have
the Holy Spirit, we will never be able
to grasp, understand, truly accept or
fathom the things of God. God’s truth
is spiritually discerned.
Can you just imagine Paul presenting this mind-blowing revelation? Just
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picture it! The Corinthians had spent
much time and money on gaining
their education and “wisdom” – and
along comes Paul to tell them that all
has been wasted, all that learning to no
avail. Simply, God’s answer to everything is Jesus and the Gospel. And
worse, their “intellectualism,” their
“human wisdom,” was likely to be a
stumbling block in their understanding and ability to accept this Gospel.
The wisdom of this world is foolishness in God’s sight, said Paul in a
statement that would no doubt have
offended hugely.
Nothing much has changed! The
world of today and the Corinth of
old share the same intellectual resistance to the Gospel message. Paul talks
specifically about the Jews demanding
miracles and the Greeks looking for
“wisdom.”
It was a society that worshipped
success. It admired force and power
and despised weakness. The Jews were
expecting a triumphant, political “messiah” not a crucified one! Certainly

they battled to accept their “chosen
one” coming in love and on the back of
a donkey.
The Greeks idolised brains, adored
philosophy and learning. They preferred to be “thinkers” rather than
manual workers and would have only
contempt for a humble carpenter with
no fancy “CV” or university degree.
The only “wisdom” that Jesus had was
the “wisdom” of God and they did
not or could not understand it. From
man’s fall in the Garden of Eden, the
tree of knowledge has fed man’s lusts
and obsessions.
Mankind does crave wisdom and
knowledge and believes firmly that the
answer to everything lies in scientific
and intellectual exploration. And so,
determinedly, man ploughs on seeking
the answers and solutions. But, “thinking themselves so wise they became
fools” says the Bible. Satan smiles,
rubbing his hands in glee, because he
knows that that he has succeeded in
persuading us humans to chase after
the wrong wisdom – man’s not God’s!
Perhaps the most profound and
Prepare the Way

disenchanting aspect of these two
“wisdoms” is that mostly they are diametrically opposed. “What is highly
valued among men is detestable in
God’s sight,” says Luke 16:15.
AW Tozer wrote: “Whatever men
might think of human reason, God
takes a low view of it.” Billy Graham
was once accused by a well-known TV
commentator of being “naïve” in a scientific and intellectual world because
he suggested that the answer was as
simple as meeting and submitting to
Jesus Christ as Lord!

The divine paradox
of the cross
The Cross is a divine paradox. The
greatest shall be the servant. We die to
live. He who loses his life saves it. We
are strongest when we are weak; we are
richest when we are poor. The Christian is both an “optimist” when he sees
God’s glory and a “pessimist” when he
sees and highlights man’s arrogance.
Indeed it is “foolishness” to those who
are perishing. “Spiritual truth” is darkness to the unbelievers.
But the battle continues, raging in
man’s mind. The God of this age, the
devil, has blinded the unbeliever. Ever
since he took a controlling influence in
the Garden of Eden the devil has been
effectively manipulating mankind
worldly-wise.
And what we see around is the fruit
of this godlessness. Ulcers! Nervous
breakdowns! Broken homes! Plastic
relationships! Crime! Abortion! Aids!
Poverty! Starvation!
But we are so clever. We conquer
most diseases. We increase the longevity of life. We can transplant all sorts
of organs. We can send men to the
moon and further. Computers. Splitting atoms. Cloning. The final obsession is to create new life. Once we can
do that we will feel that we have finally
eliminated God. And we are working
hard on that!
Our education system teaches us to
investigate, search, explore, question
and doubt. We don’t believe anything
until it’s proven.
Of course, there is not much room
for faith in this type of intellectual
and educational environment. The
scientists say that faith is irrational. In
scientific terminology, anything that
can’t be totally understood or exPrepare the Way

plained falls into the “irrational” category. Scientific knowledge, after all,
is gained by exploration and discovery
– and man is pretty good at that.
But the true knowledge of God,
through Jesus Christ and the Holy
Spirit, is only obtained by revelation.
It is only spiritually discerned so that
leaves much unexplained, sort of up in
the air, as it were, scientifically speaking.
The biblical definition of faith, as
per Hebrews 11, is “being sure of what
we hope for and certain of what we
don’t see.” To present that to a scientist
would be ludicrous.
Faith transcends reason or argument
but does not deny it. It is not a science,
a formula, a rationale. It is also not
religion or a philosophy of life. But it
would definitely appear to be “foolishness” to many. Yes, the battle rages on
in the intellect.
“The inability of human reason as
an instrument of God knowledge, is
fully developed in the epistles of Paul.
Man, by reason, cannot know God, he
can only know about God,” wrote AW
Tozer.
“We can learn nothing of the Gospel
except by feeling its truths. There are
some sciences that can be learnt by the
head, but the science of Christ crucified can only be learnt by the heart,”
wrote Charles Spurgeon.
It is perhaps interesting also to note
once again that Albert Einstein admitted that he never came upon any of his
discoveries by the process of rational
thinking. His genius, a gift from God,
enabled him to see an end result and
then work backwards. Profound!

glory of Christ, who is the image of
God (2 Corinthians 4:4).”
Paul was afraid that just as Eve was
deceived by the serpent’s cunning,
our minds may somehow be led astray
from a sincere, simple and pure devotion to Jesus.
Faith, in fact, precedes understanding. That is the truth of it! The great
problem is that the natural Adamic
man demands to “know” in order to
“believe” but diametrically opposed
to this is the spiritual truth that man
needs first to “believe” in order to
“know.”
Here is a poem I wrote some 25 years
ago:

Human wisdom
empties its power

Finally back to the apostle Paul:
“Where is the wise man? Where is the
scholar? Where is the philosopher of
this age? Has God not made foolish
the wisdom of the world? For since in
the wisdom of God the world through
it’s wisdom did not know Him, God
was pleased through the foolishness of
what was preached to save those who
believe.
“But God chose the foolish things
of this world to shame the wise; God
chose the weak things of this world
and the despised things to nullify the
things that are, so that nobody can
boast before Him
“Therefore, as it is written: Let Him
who boasts boast in the Lord.”


Indeed, human wisdom does empty
the power of the Cross. The “fruit” of
the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil that “suckered” Adam and Eve
continues to have its devastating effect.
“See to it,” writes Paul in Colossians
2:8, “that nobody takes you captive
through hollow and deceptive philosophy which depends upon human
tradition and the basic principles of
this world rather than Jesus Christ.”
The Gospel is veiled! Again writes
Paul with conviction: “The god of this
age has blinded the minds of unbelievers for they cannot see the light of the

The chasm of darkness, a canyon of fear;
the hell of not knowing that Jesus is near
Reliance on wisdom, frustrating life’s
quest; missing all signposts, too clever to
rest
The pride of endeavour; the grim selfish
race; they’re all mighty hurdles in seeking His face
Those innermost slanders, the unbridled
tongue; guilt-planting fingers, the song
has been sung
The list oh so endless, the agonies galore;
no wonder this world is a festering sore
Some claim atrocity, others plead cause;
but nobody is winning these meaningless
wars
But fear not you soldiers, your weapon is
light; the two edged sword that cuts day
and night
The cross of Lord Jesus, He died in our
place; so simple the truth, so massive
God’s grace

Revival at any cost!

by Greg Gordon
HE prophet Isaiah declared
the woeful state of Israel over 3
000 years ago: “Unless the Lord of
hosts Had left us a few survivors, We
would be like Sodom, We would be
like Gomorrah.”
How different are we? Churches are
failing, leaders are fumbling, and truth
is fallen in the streets. The prophet
Isaiah continues with this divine
reprimand: “They display their sin like
Sodom; They do not even conceal it.”
And what shall the end of a people be
that does not conceal their sins?
I have seen a strange thing under the
sun: professors preaching “continue in
sin” from the pulpit. The Apostle Paul
in contrast preached “God forbid”
which is one of the strongest emphatic
statements in Scripture used to convey the ceasing of sin in the life of the
believer.
John Wesley said: “What one generation tolerates, the next generation will
embrace.” Sadly we have tolerated a
hell-less, eternity-less, sin-less gospel
and this next generation is aimed at
accepting this as the genuine apostolic
original. The true Christian witness
seems to be almost overshadowed by
false doctrines, false cults, and false
prophets.
It is time for a holy desperation for
revival to arise in God’s people!
Mary Warburton Booth said this
when the Salvation Army movement
was waning: “How we have prayed for
a Revival – we did not care whether
it was old-fashioned or not – what we
asked for was that it should be such
that would cleanse and revive His
children and set them on fire to win
others.”
We need a fury of passionate plead-
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ing, desperate crying, fervent praying
for a heaven-sent revival in our day.
Chuck Smith gave this searing statement to a church that does not realise
its hour: “Today, we are living in
desperate times. Yet, the Church is not
desperate before God in prayer.”
Leonard Ravenhill said that “Revival
only comes by birth.” With birth
comes: laborious gestation, travailing
birth-pains, and the agony of giving
birth – shall the birthing of revival be
any different?

Born of a holy
desperation
Revival prayer is born out of a holy
and healthy desperation for the
presence and power of Christ in His
church. We need not shrink back from
emotions and displays of desperation for revival, read this old report
from 100 years ago with the Irish
Presbyterian Church: “Perhaps you
say it’s a sort of religious hysteria. So
did some of us when we first heard of
the Revival. But here we are, about
60 Scottish and Irish Presbyterians
who have seen it – all shades of temperament – and, much as many of us
shrank from it at first, everyone who
has seen and heard what we have, every
day last week, it is certain there is only
one explanation – that it is God’s Holy
Spirit manifesting Himself in a way we
never dreamed of. We have no right to
criticise; we dare not. One clause of the
Creed that lives before us now in all its
inevitable, awful solemnity is ‘I believe
in the Holy Ghost.’”
God is desiring to manifest Himself
in ways that we “never dreamed of”
which is reminiscent of the Scripture
in Psalms that says: “When the Lord
turned again the captivity of Zion, we

were like them that dream.” Oh Lord!
turn back our captivity and grant us
revival.
“For decades sincere believers have
asked, ‘Why don’t we have revival?’
And for decades the answer has always
been the same: We don’t have revival
because we’re willing to live without it!
It really is that simple. Do we really
want to hear the truth? God responds
to hunger and thirst. He fills those
who recognise their need, who are
empty and broken, who are at the
point of desperation, who are panting
for Him the way a deer pants for water
in the desert.
“He answers dependent prayers. Sure,
we want revival. But we don’t need
revival. That’s the difference. God will
meet us at our point of need, not our
point of preference. Revival is God’s
radical measure to get the church in
a given area or at a given time back
to normal before it falls into spiritual
oblivion and cultural irrelevance.
Revival comes when we realise that
it’s either revival or death, revival or
continued backsliding, revival or the
world around us goes to hell.”
In this above quote from Michael
Brown, he really speaks to the high
requirement for revival namely in one
word: Everything! Oh Brethren we
must realize that this has always been
so, there are no shortcuts with God,
we will never see a revival until this
is realised and acted upon. In light of
eternity let us have tears for our lack of
desire and desperation for God.
John Knox was a great man of God
and this was his prayer, “God, give me
Scotland or I die!” Again, John Hyde
who was a missionary, prayed, “God,
give me souls or I die” Again, Whitefield prayed, “God, give me souls or
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take my soul!” May we take it further
dear reader, can you pray: “Give me
revival or I die?”
Where are those who have a burdened heart like Evan Roberts, who
prayed for revival night and day for 12
years? At the end of these 12 years he
prayed with such intensity, agony and
urgency that his landlord asked him
to vacate his living quarters. Is there a
burning in your soul? A growing desire
in your heart?
Let us not fool ourselves, the prayer
meeting is “dead” and so are multitudes in their trespasses and sins. We
need a holy desperation to fill our
prayer meetings, a holy zeal that will
not relent until revival comes. The
“Lord comes suddenly” to his temple,
let us not be found sleeping or great
will be our shame.

Revival or death!
Mario Murillo in his article Vital
Insights Into God’s Preparations For
Revival states: “now is the time to
pull out all the stops. No programme
is sacred, no worthy project is worth
enough. None of the ointment can be
spared. It is revival or death!”
William Seymour, the father of the
modern day Pentecostal movement,
prayed for five to seven hours a day
for over a year for revival. And what
resulted? A glorious powerful sweeping pentecost swept the world.
Winkie Pratney told why there was
no revival in the church over 20 years
ago: “We do not have men and women
who are prepared to pay the same price
to preach the same message and have
the same power as those revivalists of
the past. Without these firm believers,
the community can never be changed.
Our concern is conciliatory, our obedience optional, our lack theologically
and culturally justified. Quite simply,
it costs too much!”
S.B. Shaw who wrote on the Welsh
revival shares the results of a true
heaven-sent revival: “A revival that like
a tornado will sweep away all the old
dried-up sermons, and all the cold formal prayers, and all the lifeless singing,
and like a whirlwind will carry everyone that comes in its path heavenward.
A revival that will fill the hearts of
saints with holy love, and so burden
the hearts of God’s ministers that the
word of God will be like fire shut up
in their bones. For such a revival our
heart cries out to God! For such a
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revival we are ready to watch and toil
and pray.”
May we take it further dear reader,
for such a revival are you willing to
die?
In the writings of Isaiah we see three
clear consequences for the result of the
nation of Israel not having repentance
towards God. May I say that these
three consequences will also be ours if
we do not have a renewed repentance
in the Church and a revolutionary
revival from Heaven. If we have no
revival then we will see these three
judgements come on the earth and
surely anyone that has been awakened
to the hour will realise these monstrous consequences have already fallen
upon us.
If no revival then, hell will be enlarged. “Therefore hell hath enlarged
herself, and opened her mouth without
measure.” Oh the horror of it, hell
yawning and swallowing multiplied
millions of souls that will be damned
forever.
To just see a glimpse of this reality
will shake any soul to ask what can
be done? George Whitefield said: “At
the day of judgement we shall all meet
again.” How will you feel when you
meet all of the millions of souls that
could have been saved if you prayed
and sought God for revival? When
the Church does not have revival hell
enlarges – what a frightful thought!
If no revival then, sin will abound.
Men will begin to draw sin “with
a cart” speaking of the enormous
amounts of sin that abounds in a
season when the Church is not being
the salt of the earth. We see that today,
where people call good evil and evil
good and to such God says “Woe unto
them.”
As Richard Baxter said of sin, “it is
the murderer of the whole world.” The
only hope for lost captive sinners is
Christ! Yet the Church and Christians
keep multitudes from Christ. A lamentable fact! When the church is not the
“light of the world” the world falls
into outer darkness. When the Church
does not have revival, sin abounds on
the earth.
If no revival then, the Word will be
despised. In a season where there is no
revival in the church the world will
begin to disregard the law of God as
the Scripture says “they have cast away
the law of the Lord.” And they begin
to “despise” not only the Word of God
but the “Holy One of Israel.”

This is a double-smart; the church
is ineffective and God is mocked.
Martyn-Lloyd Jones wrote to this
fact: “Does it grieve you, my friends,
that the name of God is being taken
in vain and desecrated? Does it grieve
you that we are living in a godless age?
The main reason we should be praying
about revival is that we are anxious to
see God’s name vindicated and His
glory manifested.” When the Church
does not have revival God’s name is
despised.

A sombre thing
Leonard Ravenhill wrote: “This
generation of Christians is responsible
for this generation of sinners.” This responsibility is of eternal consequence,
dear reader, being a Christian is a
sombre thing.
More than 100 years ago Andrew
Bonar wrote: “Revivals begin with
God’s own people; the Holy Spirit
touches their heart anew, and gives
them new fervour and compassion,
and zeal, new light and life, and when
He has thus come to you, He next goes
forth to the valley of dry bones…Oh,
what responsibility this lays on the
Church of God! If you grieve Him
away from yourselves, or hinder His
visit, then the poor perishing world
suffers sorely!”
Evan Roberts wrote: “Prayer is buried, and lost and Heaven weeps. If all
prayed, the wicked would flee from our
midst or to the refuge.”
Perhaps one reason why there is no
revival is because the ministers are not
willing to pay the cost, namely the loss
of reputation. Gilbert Tennet was used
mightily of God in the second great
awakening. Hear him give account
of the popular preaching in his day:
“They often strengthened the hands
of the wicked by promising them life.
They comfort people before they convince them; sow before they plough:
and are busy in raising a fabric before
they lay a foundation. These foolish builders strengthen men’s carnal
security by their soft, selfish, cowardly
discourses. They have not the courage
or honesty to thrust the nail of terror
into the sleeping souls!”
Preaching without unction, Praying
without fervour, are two reasons why
revival tarries in our day. We need
a moratorium on reputation to see
revival. May God rouse this generation
to a passionate pursuit for revival and
a determined ardour to see it come to
pass.
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By W. C. Moore
HE Pharisees are not all dead
yet. Even the most spiritual
churches today have Pharisees in
them. Outwardly they appear
righteous to men, but within they
are “full of hypocrisy and iniquity
(Matthew 23:28).” I must ask, “Am I
in one of them?”
Notice how humble David was when
Nathan, God’s messenger, told him of
his great sin, and see how quickly forgiveness followed David’s confession:
“Then David said to Nathan, ‘I have
sinned against the Lord.’ And Nathan
said to David, ‘The Lord also has
taken away your sin; you shall not die
(2 Samuel 12:13).’” David had to suffer
greatly for his terrible sin, but upon
fully confessing and forsaking his sins,
he was fully forgiven.
“If we confess our sins, He is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness
(1 John 1:9).” Only upon full confession can God fully pardon. “Then
Jerusalem was going out to John the
Baptist, and all Judea and all the
district around the Jordan; and they
were being baptised by him in the
Jordan River, as they confessed their
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sins (Matthew 3:-6).” “He who covers
his sins shall not prosper: but whoever
confesses and forsakes them shall have
mercy (Proverbs 28:13).”
Even under the mighty ministry
of John the Baptist, some would not
repent. If we reject God’s messenger
we reject God Himself. “When all the
people and the tax collectors heard
this, they acknowledged God’s justice,
having been baptised with the baptism
of John. But the Pharisees and the
lawyers rejected God’s purpose for
themselves, not having been baptised
by John (Luke 7:29-30).”
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who
receives whomever I send receives Me;
and he who receives Me receives Him
who sent Me (John 13:20).”
“The one who listens to you listens
to Me, and the one who rejects you
rejects Me (Luke 10:16).”
Did Job need to confess any sins? Not
at first, for he was not conscious of any.
However, God saw that Job could go a
lot farther in his experience of godliness, so He permitted satan to attack
him for his good.
After all Job’s sufferings and testings and trials, God began to talk to
him (Job 38). In Job 40:3- we see his

answer to the Lord: “Behold, I am
insignificant; what can I reply to You?
I lay my hand on my mouth. Once I
have spoken, and I will not answer;
Even twice, and I will add nothing
more.”
Now this was not a real, humble,
broken, full confession before the
holy presence of Almighty God. It is
as though Job had said, “Well, I will
hush. I think, Lord, You are pretty
hard on me – as righteous a person as
I am – but I won’t say any more. I’ll
hush.”
We know that Job had not fully humbled himself before God, for the Lord
said to him, “Will you really annul My
judgment? Will you condemn Me that
you may be justified (Job 40:8)?”
It is nothing but right that we should
fully humble ourselves before God, the
Almighty, the Creator of all things,
Who gave His only begotten Son to
die a cruel, shameful death for our
poor souls. It is reasonable and proper
that we should make God first in our
lives.
How often the Lord has trouble with
“old” saints! How often He finds it
hard to get them into a humble, honest
place before Him where He can fully
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show them His favour. Oh, the terrible, subtle sin of self-righteousness! It
was the religious leaders of Jesus’ day
who caused His crucifixion. It is hard
for a person who has a reputation for
sanctity and uprightness to humble
himself fully and confess openly and
fully when some sin is shown up in his
life.
The tendency is to excuse ourselves,
to justify ourselves, to blame other
people, to blame conditions, to blame
even God Himself – that we may appear to be not so bad after all. Oh, the
deceitfulness of the human heart! May
God help us!
“Now the Pharisees, who were lovers
of money, were listening to all these
things and were scoffing at Him. And
He said to them, ‘You are those who
justify yourselves in the sight of men,
but God knows your hearts; for that
which is highly esteemed among men
is detestable in the sight of God (Luke
16:14-15).’”
There is no respect of persons with
God. If a religious leader, like Saul
of Tarsus for instance, will humble
himself and throw away all his selfrighteous rags, God will have mercy on
him.
Thank God, Job did finally come to
a humble and a full confession. In Job
42:5-6 he says, “I have heard of You by
the hearing of the ear; But now my eye
sees You; Therefore I retract, And I
repent in dust and ashes.”
It was then that God began to bless
him mightily. However, it was not till
Job had prayed for those tormenting
friends of his – prayed for them, not
against them – that the Lord gave him
“a double portion.” The Lord restored
the fortunes of Job when he prayed for
his friends, and the Lord increased all
that Job had twofold (Job 42:10).”
One great lesson we learn from the
experiences of Job is this – that no
matter how long we have been Christians, no matter how God has blessed
us, no matter to what degree of holiness we have attained – God wants us
always to be humble before Him. If
you have been saved 40 years, you need
to humble yourself just as much as the
drunkard or harlot who comes to the
altar for salvation.
“Whoever exalts himself shall be
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humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted (Matthew 23:12).”
“… everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, but he who humbles himself
will be exalted (Luke 18:14).”
Are you a leader? Are you an “old”
saint? Take care, my friend, that you
keep very humble before God. Maybe
you do not look so big in God’s sight,
after all. Jesus told the religious leaders
of His day, “Truly I say to you, that the
publicans and the harlots go into the
kingdom of God before you (Matthew
21:31).”

An exceedingly
dangerous thing
It is an exceedingly dangerous thing
to get into a place where you want the
praises of men or where you will accept
the praises of the people. “How can
you believe, when you receive glory
from one another and you do not seek
the glory that is from the one and only
God (John 5:44)?” “Woe to you when
all men speak well of you, for their
fathers used to treat the false prophets
in the same way (Luke 6:26).”
Are you a Christian? Have you been
“called” to the wedding (Matthew 22:114)? Take heed then that you be not
too much occupied with other things
and neglect that humble, prayerful
walk where your chief concern is not
what people think of you, but how you
can please God. Many are called but
few are chosen we read in Matthew
22:14 and 20:16.
When someone criticises you, or
when some sermon “hits” you, don’t

fight back and try to defend yourself. Say rather, “Well, maybe there
is something God wants me to look
into in this matter. Maybe that harsh
criticism has some truth in it after all.”
“Humble yourselves therefore under
the mighty hand of God, that He may
exalt you in due time (1 Peter 5:6).”
“God resists the proud, but gives
grace to the humble (James 4:6).” God
Himself resisted Job till Job gave up
his pride and self-justification. It was
when Job humbled himself and fully
confessed that the Lord gave him His
grace, His favour, His help, His blessing in full.
Isaiah was a prophet. But one day
he caught a vision of the holiness of
God and he said, “In the year of King
Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord sitting
on a throne, lofty and exalted, with
the train of His robe filling the temple… Then I said, “Woe is me, for I am
ruined! Because I am a man of unclean
lips, And I live among a people of
unclean lips; For my eyes have seen
the King, the Lord of hosts (Isaiah
6:1&5).”
Thank God, the Lord met Isaiah
right on the spot when he humbled
himself and made a full confession:
“Lo, this (live coal from the altar) has
touched your lips; and your iniquity is
taken away, and your sin purged (Isaiah 6:7).” Even a prophet had “iniquity”
and “sin” which up to that time, when
the illumination of the very presence
of God shone into his innermost heart,
had been apparently unnoticed.
“Draw near to God, and He will
draw near to you (James 4:8).”

by A.W. Tozer
NE of the most telling indictments against many of us who compose
our Christian churches is the almost complete acceptance of the contemporary scene as our permanent home! We have been working and earning, getting and spending, and now we are enjoying the creature comforts
known to human beings in this land.
You may bristle a bit and ask: “Is there anything wrong with being comfortable?”
Let me answer in this way: if you are a Christian and you are comfortably “at
home” in Chicago or Toronto, in Iowa or Alberta – or any other address on planet
earth, the signs are evident that you are in spiritual trouble. The spiritual equation
reads like this: the greater your contentment with your daily circumstances in this
world, the greater your defection from the ranks of God’s pilgrims en route to a
city whose architect and builder is God Himself!
If we can feel that we have put down our roots in this present world, then our
Lord still has much to teach us about faith and attachment to our Saviour!
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The legitimate

warriors

by Henry Frueh
“I beseech you therefore brethren, by the
mercies of God, that you present your
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable
unto God, which is your reasonable
service. And be not conformed to this
world: but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove
what is that good, and acceptable, and
perfect will of God (Romans 12:1-).”
E as followers of the Lord
Jesus are called to a life of
detachment from the world and a
journey that seeks to be transformed
into the image of Christ Himself.
We are in the world, but not of the
world.
This is not an easy journey, and
much will be of self denial. Not of
food or water or other necessities of
this earthly life, but of emotions and
revenge and pride and so many other
distasteful revelations that substantiate
us and not Him. But as Paul exhorted
us to not be conformed to this world,
and as he spoke of being transformed
by the renewing of our minds, so he
also comes to this statement:
For I say through the grace given unto
me, to every man that is among you, not
to think of yourself more highly than he
ought to think.
Just after he leads us to a God-pleasing detachment from the world and an
experiential proving of God’s perfect
will, he immediately places an important caveat meant to guard against our
own inflated mirror. Are we not as
human followers of the Lord Christ so
adroit and well versed at taking what
is God’s and God’s alone and enjoying a self-inflated analysis of our own
importance, while of course giving lip
service to Christ?
And we further have an incredible
inclination to overemphasise much of
our personal service to Christ in terms
that should be adjectives to other less
known and less observed servants of
the Gospel.
As you read this there are tens of
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thousands of faithful followers of Jesus who have left
the enormous comforts of
this western world and have
offered up their very lives as
a sacrifice in the far-flung
corners of this world. I have
sat on a dirt floor in a jungle
while visiting missionaries,
but I, mind you, was just
visiting. Christians all over
the world have no electricity, no clean water, and
many have lost one of their
own children to disease who
might have been saved if
they had lived in America.
No television as we know
it, they do not follow sports,
no movie theatres and no
ice cream parlours, and yet
most do not consider themselves mistreated by God. But let the
littlest thing happen to us and the endless stream of complaining begins that
reveals it was just beyond the dam that
stood quietly between a day of contentment and a day of inconvenience.

We bow to our
feelings & not
His glory
How many words of mistreatment
and contempt have we endured which
will first be revealed in heaven, having never been shared to anyone no
matter how great the temptation, all
in a sacrificial incubation that one day
will rise as incense before His throne?
Oh how tragic it is that we bow to our
feelings and not His glory!
And many missionaries are spat
upon with no one to sit and listen to
their bruised feelings, and yet let a
waitress come up short of meeting our
requirements and our offence must be
manifested – no standing silent before
the shearers for us! This culture has
consumed so many, and yet so many
violently protest their complete rejection and sterility from its grasp.

We as the followers of Christ must
pursue an outward manifestation that
seems weak sometimes in this I-wantmy-rights western culture. There is
power in weakness, says Paul, and
many times that weakness will be seen
by others as timidity and will not minister any earthly feeling of self-enjoyment and satisfaction. Often times it
will make the flesh feel uncomfortable
as your mind continues to rehearse the
event with scripted pages of retorts
that might have suited your own cause
better, but that is not the Spirit, my
friends, that is the flesh.
To be like Christ is so often not
our usual and everyday goal, and a
semblance of some of His nature is
easily displayed among the comfort
of bonded friends and family, but let
the waters be troubled and what of
Christ’s nature comes forth? Servants
of Christ in adopted cultures in unfriendly atmospheres exhibit love when
hated, silence when attacked, and
mercy when treated with contempt.
And He, the Almighty He, answered
not a word before His accusers.
If you desire to see the absolute core
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of the heart of Christ do not go to His
rebuking of the Pharisees and doctors of the law, don’t settle in on His
scourging of the Temple. No, the revealed core of the heart of the Lord Jesus came as He was allowing Himself
to be impaled by ungodly sinners for
ungodly sinners and He, the Great I
Am He, cries out, “Father, forgive them
for they know not what they do.” With
one of His last remaining breaths He
says that, and we are so willing to return civilised evil for the evil that men
might do to us. An unkind word, some
less than stellar service, or something
that simply does not meet our standards are often met with something far
less than “Father forgive them.”
So we use the cross in our doctrine
but we do not want it in our lives.
What is meant by taking up our cross?
Is it when we stop smoking? Or stop
drinking? Or stop swearing? Or stop
some kind of sin, and with that we are
satisfied? Or is it taking up our cross
in a joyful self-denial that inwardly
substantiates and outwardly measures
the life of Jesus Christ and, after a
journey of death, finally gives off the
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sweet fragrance of His life
wafting from our smouldering grave.
How I despise my own
appetites for my own appetites, they are the most
shameful expression of how
lacking my love for Him is
so often. And can I gaze at
the precious cross, glorious
and gory, and yet not desire
a cross of His choosing for
me? If that be the case then
I am not seeing Him, I see
His payment for me alone
and by that I seek to use the
cross and not embrace Him
who was on the cross. My
heart is sometimes broken
desiring more love for Him
and desiring more desire
itself.
And so, let me take us one
step further so we may once
and for all see ourselves
in the light of reality and
not the caricature we have
created. There are servants
of Christ whose lives are
imperilled this very day. They have
no diary for tomorrow, for tomorrow
may not come, and if indeed tomorrow comes it will be as imperilled as
yesterday.
Many have their beloved children
in schools hundreds and thousands
of kilometres away from the comfort
of their arms, and their faith must
be totally in the care of the Heavenly
Father. Some have narrowly escaped
death and some will die this very
week. Did you hear that, my brethren,
some will die this week? And yet we
are tearless and fancy ourselves as the
warriors of God’s truth? We give our
air-conditioned writing, they give their
lives. Selah.
Some have been tortured and removed from their families and thrown
in prison for naming His name. Some
continue to physically rot in some prison, unable to see their families, and
yet singing praises to the glory of the
Risen Christ in the midnight hours.
Some are quietly transporting Bibles to
some needy souls who live in a country that restricts any Scripture, and
yet they transport the Word of God,

hazarding their lives for the Gospel’s
sake, and with no name on the church
bulletin, and no blog to be recognised
by, and no voice with which to gather a
following.
They do it because they have been to
His cross, picked up their own, and
followed the only voice they will obey.
They will obey the Great Shepherd,
not for any notoriety or praise, but
simply for Him and His glory and
their pure obscurity.

We argue doctrine
they live doctrine
And we label our self righteous
mouths as great defenders of Biblical
truths while they are great doers of
Biblical truth. We declare a truth war
while they carry truth into the war.
We argue doctrine they live doctrine.
We pretend to speak for Spurgeon
while they speak for Christ. And we
discuss about hell and who might and
should go there while they are laying
their very lives across hell’s doorstep
so that the Lamb that was slain might
receive the reward of His mighty suffering.
Pen and paper are not the armour
of true warriors, and a keyboard and
a screen do not a martyr make. And
to say that we often think much too
highly of ourselves is to so understate
our sin that it must offend the English
language itself, much less God’s truth.
So when we hear dialogue and write
and make such a pretence of our importance, remember, compared with
so many others we should not think
too highly of ourselves. We are believers and we are followers and we serve
the Lord Christ to be sure, but let us
refrain from wearing the self-given
monikers that suggest far too great a
position of our own service.
Our lives are a Disney ride while others suffer, a pleasure cruise while others
serve in joyful misery, and we boast in
many words while they boast in many
deeds. And when ultimately compared
to the Son of the Living God and all
His Majesty, we are completely undone. And if you listen carefully, you
can hear the servants of Christ around
the world who suffer for his name, as
they bow before the Lamb of God, say
also,“We are undone as well.”
Halleluiah, what a Saviour!
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“Ours is not a conflict with mere flesh
and blood; but with the despotisms; the
empires, the forces that control and govern
this dark world; the spiritual hosts of evil
arrayed against us in heavenly warfare
(Ephesians 6:12, Weymouth).”
“What is the exceeding greatness of His
power to us-ward who believe... which
He wrought in Christ, when He raised
Him from the dead and set Him at His
own right hand in the heavenly places,
far above all principality and power and
might and dominion... and hath put all
things under His feet and gave Him to be
head over all things to the Church, which
is His body, the fullness of Him that filleth all in all (Ephesians 1:19-23).”
HE Lord is head over all principality, power, might and
dominion and every name that
is named in this world and in the
world to come. His position and
power are supreme. The risen Lord
enthroned at God’s right hand rules
“far above” every other force which
seeks to control and govern this
dark world.
Through the exceeding riches of
His grace in His kindness toward us
through Christ Jesus, God the Father,
“has raised us up together, and made
us sit together in heavenly places” with
our risen and enthroned Lord. Thus,
raised up together and seated together
in Heavenly places with Christ (Ephesians 2:5-7), through the grace of God,
every believer is elevated with Him to
the right hand of God and occupies
potentially the Throne of the Lord.
Christ is the Head of the Church
(Ephesians 1:22; 5:23-24). Born-again
believers are His body (Ephesians
1:22-23). We share Christ’s authority (1
Corinthians 12:27; Ephesians 5:29-30;
John 17:18; 1 John 4:17). Head and
body have been – potentially – raised
up together (Ephesians 1:19-23; 2:1-6).
In the purposes of God this elevation
took place at the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus Christ through the believer’s identification with Him.
For the Church of Christ to stand
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victoriously in this hour when satanic
forces are united in full and deadly array against her, every believer must understand the necessity of now accepting with Christ the place of spiritual
authority and fearlessly bind these
forces of darkness, enforcing Calvary’s
Triumph over them.
In order to make the necessary advances in the work of the Kingdom at
this hour it is absolutely essential that
believers, in humility, giving honour
to God, take their seat in the heavenly
places in Christ at His right hand, far
above all powers of the air, and from
that seat hold them in subjection,
through faith in the Name and authority of the Lord Jesus.
Christ “spoiled principalities and
powers” and triumphed over them.
Every believer shares this mighty conquest of Calvary to the full. Jesus who
has absolute command over the forces
of evil confers this authority upon His
disciples for He says, “Behold I give
you authority... over all the power of
the enemy (Luke 10:19).”
The believer whose eyes have been
opened to the comprehension of his
throne rights in Christ soon learns in
the exercise of this authority that the
power he possesses “in the heavenlies
in Christ” is infinitely greater than
that which backs his enemies. The
powers of evil are compelled to obey
the believer as he boldly and in faith
exerts his authority in Jesus’ Name.
Every demon is subject to the believer
in Christ through His Name (Luke
10:17). The angelic rulers and authorities; the potentates of the spirit-forces
of evil in the heavenlies, may not yield
instant obedience but the believer

must speak the word of authority
and rule and overrule against the evil
forces of satan wherever he sees them
at work.
The powers of darkness will bitterly
oppose and resist their own overthrow.
They will attack with malignant
hatred the believer enforcing Calvary’s victory over them. The believer’s
refuge is under the blood of Jesus where
no force or power of the enemy can
penetrate.
The Cross has robbed satan of his
power. To overcome him, present the
Blood of Jesus in the face of every attack from the pit – whether the attack
is upon your Church, family, mind,
soul, body or circumstances. Satan is
overcome by the Blood of the Lamb of
God, and by the word of our testimony
(Revelation 12:11). Bind the Blood
upon him. It takes away all his abrogated authority and power.
The devil is a defeated foe. Christ
overcame him on the Cross. On Calvary He triumphed over the powers of
darkness.
We have now but to enter in to His
victory by faith. We do not need to
fight satan but to hold over him the accomplished triumph of the Cross. The
Blood of Jesus is God’s provision for
overcoming the enemy. The Blood of
Jesus is the token of Christ’s complete
victory over satan and his evil forces
and their complete subjection to Him
as He sits on His Throne.
This ruling and overruling authority of the Lord is available for us, if
we are under the Blood and full of
the Holy Spirit. We can never employ
this power in our own spirit. If, when
dealing with the enemy, we give way to
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our own spirit it means sure defeat. In
occupying the Throne-seat the enemy
cannot attack. The enemy’s strategy is
to entice the believer from his position of authority and get him vexed,
burdened, confused, depressed or selfoccupied.
The seat of authority far above the
enemy, in union with Christ, is the
believer’s security (Ephesians 1:15-23;
2:1-6). By faith ask God to cover every
part of your conscious and subconscious being with the Blood of Jesus.
Then say aloud, “Jesus’ Blood does
now protect every part of me and does
now destroy the power of the devil.”
A definite stand in the authority of
the Lord must be taken, absolutely
refusing to give place to the devil in
whatever form he manifests himself in
the church or home, in body, mind or
spirit.
“Anything that takes us from an attitude of worship, peace and joy and
consciousness of God’s Presence, has a
satanic source.” Whenever the powers of darkness come anywhere near
the borders of your home or church or
personal life, in the Name and authority of Jesus Christ they must be challenged. Say out loud, “This is the devil,
and I now resist him in the Name and
power of the Lord Who conquered
him on Calvary.”
Dissensions arise in churches, in families, among friends. Behind all strife,
perplexity and confusion is satan. To
break his power use every weapon
you know by appealing to God on the
grounds of Calvary and calling down
God’s judgement upon the adversary
(Luke 18:7-8). The devil only lets go his
hold on men and affairs of church and
home when compelled. God Himself
resists the proud. But to us is entrusted
the power to resist the Devil (James
4:6-12).
“Neither give place to the devil
(Ephesians 4:27)” is a commandment
of God. Are we daily displacing the
devil and his despotic and satanic
control in the affairs of this present
evil world? Do we meet his attacks on
mind and soul and body, upon church
and home by counter attacks? Do
we in the Name of the Lord and by
His authority say, “The prince of this
world is now cast down”? Do we live
in Ephesians 6 and obey God’s commands to “Be Strong;” “Put on God’s
Armour;” “Wrestle;” “Stand;” “Withstand;” “Take the Sword;” “Pray with
all perseverance?”
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God has GIVEN us power to tread
down the power of the enemy (Matthew 18:18-20). God has committed
to every believer the responsibility
of displacing the devil. The devil is a
usurper. He has no right to any place
in any life or any church. We alone are
to blame if he continues in power.
Christ through His death rendered
the devil powerless to withstand the
believer who will, by faith and obedience, take the authority over the devil
conferred by Christ, and use it. The
devil now has no power except what
we allow him to usurp (1 John 3:8).
It is our duty to oppose the devil
every place we find him at work. To
leave him unchallenged is to rob Jesus
of Calvary’s triumph. The Lord says
if we resist the devil he will flee and
those who obey the Lord and put up a
bold and steadfast resistance to satan,
find it is true, he flees as God said he
would (James 4:7). We need daily to,
in humble faith in Christ’s finished
work, take our seat in the heavenly
places at His right hand and exercise
the authority which He has entrusted
to us in fearlessly binding the powers
of darkness wherever found.

They must be displaced
Behind the dissension and strife,
perplexity and confusion in church
and home today are these malignant
powers of darkness. In the authority of
the Lord they must be displaced.
In a certain revival centre, outside
opposition became so strong that it
seemed the work would suffer ruin.
Finally the pastor-evangelist gathered
together a group of praying people and
asked them to stand with him, under
the Blood of Christ, and bind the power of the enemy. After a time of prayer
and praise and song they prayed aloud,
“In the Name of the Lord Jesus and
by His authority we bind the strong
man from stirring up these people, and
from attacking God’s work (see Matthew 12:29).”
No further trouble was encountered.
The opposition began to quarrel
among themselves and their power to
oppose the church was broken.
In every situation where, in faith,
the obedient child of God claims his
throne rights in Christ and boldly
exerts his authority none are able to
stand before him.
In personal work difficulty is often
encountered in dealing with souls.

The mind of the seeker after salvation
seems bound and blinded. A quiet
attitude of victory over the opposing
spirits often brings quick deliverance
to the captive.
In another instance a Christian
worker was often conscious of a stupefying power coming over his mind
and paralysing his will. He was often
pressed down and perplexed. He did
not know of the oppression of the evil
spirits in the atmosphere and did not
resist the attacks but stood passive and
helpless before them.
One day it came to him from God
to say out loud, “This is the devil. I
resist him in the Name and power of
the Lord who conquered him at the
cross.” He felt instant relief from the
oppression on mind and body. His
mind cleared. His will became strong
to resist. His faith in Calvary’s victory
extricated him from a mass of perplexing circumstances that had for years
hindered his testimony and prayer life.
God’s Word is clear, “Your adversary
the devil... whom resist, steadfast in
the faith (1 Peter 5:8-9; James 4:7).”
We cry out to God to rebuke the
enemy and to alter things. But God
has invested us with this power on the
grounds of Calvary’s victory. A teacher
was often distressed over the fact of
a pupil’s violent temper over trivial
matters. Coming into a knowledge of
the need of refusing the working of
evil spirits, he took the authority of
the Lord over these demons of rage
and commanded them to leave the
place. The child became quiet in a few
moments.
The same authority is available in
its exercise of releasing funds for the
advancement of Christian work. Satan
is hindering Christian enterprise by
tying up funds. Believers have the
power to unite and agree that these
barriers to Christian benevolence give
way (Matthew 18:18-20).
In these perilous days the powers of
darkness, conscious of their impending overthrow, are fiercely resisting on
all fronts, so much so that every prayer
Godward needs a resistance satanward
to prevail.
The way to have the authority of
Christ is to make Him Lord of our
lives! Only to the extent that we make
Him Lord are we able by faith to enter
into a continual, experimental knowledge of this crowning victory which
He has procured for us.
“We see Jesus, crowned (Hebrews 2:9)…”
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by Zac Poonen
IGHT from the beginning of
our work in India, we decided
that we would follow the pattern
found in the New Testament in
every aspect of our ministry – and
not what we saw in the churches around
us.
In the first century, the Lord used
apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds
and teachers to build His church (Ephesians :11). We prayed that we would
have all these five ministries to build
the church in India in our day as well.
Apostles: Apostles were those who
planted churches and appointed their
elders (Acts 14:23). They were spiritual
fathers to the elders and guided the
churches that they planted. They did
not make their churches into a denomination, but allowed each church
to be self-governing. We did not see
any apostolic ministry in the churches
around us. What we saw among them
mostly were two man-made systems of
church government:
(1) The pyramid system. This was a
centrally-controlled system headed
by a Pope or a Superintendent or a
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President, who had bishops under him,
who in turn had pastors under them
who ran the churches. All these posts
were filled by election! This hierarchical pattern imitated the business world
exactly.
(2) The independent system. In this
system, each church was totally independent and answerable to nobody.
An elected board would invite a man
with a Bible-college degree to be its
salaried pastor. After a few years this
pastor would discover a larger church
where he could get a better salary
– and he would move there. Then the
board would advertise and find another pastor for their church!
In both these systems, there were no
spiritual fathers – only elected and
paid leaders. We rejected both these
man-made systems and chose to follow
the apostolic pattern described in the
New Testament.
Prophets: Prophets (1 Corinthians
12:28) were those whose ministry
revealed the secret sins and failures
in a church and who could prescribe
the remedy as well (1 Corinthians

14:2). Their ministry was to challenge,
encourage and build-up the church (1
Corinthians 14:3).
But such prophetic ministry was
rarely seen in our day. What we did see
were false prophets who deceived the
believers by pretending to predict their
future (like fortune-tellers do). The
Lord protected us from such deceivers
and gave us genuine prophetic ministry
in our midst.
Evangelists: Evangelists were those
who brought people to Christ and
added them to the local church. But
in our day, we saw the emphasis on
“evangelistic crusades,” where those
who came to Christ were not being
gathered together and built up into a
local New-Testament church.
Most of the conversions recorded
in the book of Acts, came through
personal evangelism. And God gave us
some outstanding personal evangelists,
who not only brought people to Christ
but added them to the local churches
as well. We also urged our brothers
and sisters to pray that the Holy Spirit
would lead them to those around them
who were seeking for a God-fearing
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life.
The Lord answered those prayers and
added many disciples to our churches.
We were about four families when
we first met in my house in August,
1975. But God added many thousands
to us thereafter, from all parts of the
world – and most of this was through
personal evangelism.
Shepherds: The shepherd (translated
as “pastor” in Ephesians 4:11) is a gift
given to the church - and not the title
of the leader of a church (as in churches these days). The leaders of the New
Testament church were called elders
– not pastors – and there was always
more than one elder in every church.
So we decided that every church that
the Lord planted through us, would
have at least two elders.
At times, we had to wait for some
time before we could find men who
qualified to be elders. But gradually,
the Lord gave us godly elders to lead
each church. But we needed many
shepherds (pastors) in every church
(besides the elders) to help in shepherding the flock. Jesus’ example
showed us that one man could effectively shepherd only 12 people. So a
church with 120 people would need at
least 10 shepherds (pastors). God gave
us many brothers with a shepherdheart to care for the lambs and sheep,
but we have not attained the proportion of 1 shepherd for 12 people.
Teachers: The teacher in the New
Testament had the task of teaching believers “to do everything that Jesus had
commanded (Matthew 28:20).” They
did not expound the Scriptures academically. Their teaching was always
practical and designed to lead people
to obedience to our Lord’s commands
– commands such as “Don’t get
angry, Don’t lust after women, Love
all your enemies, Don’t seek man’s
honour, Don’t love money (Matthew
5:22,28,44; 6:1-18,24).” We never heard
any teaching on these truths in most of
the churches around us. But God gave
us teachers who taught the believers
how to obey such commands of the
Lord.
Financial support for workers: In
the New Testament, the Lord’s workers were supported financially in two
ways: Some were supported by the gifts
of believers, while others like Paul supported themselves. But in India, almost
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every Christian worker was either a
salaried worker of a church or supported by gifts from believers.
So we saw a great need for some
workers in India to support themselves
and thereby demonstrate the second
method of support found in the New
Testament – and thus restore the balance. So I decided to support myself
and to serve the churches in India
freely. I also decided that I would not
receive any royalties for my books and
audio-tapes that our church published.
I encouraged my fellow-elders also to
follow my example.
The amazing miracle we have seen is
that we now have more than 70 elders
in the churches in India, who have
been serving the Lord freely for many,
many years. And some of them are
serving in India’s poorest villages.
Reports: The New Testament contains many letters written by the
apostles. But they never gave any
reports about their work in those letters. Nor did they ask for any money to
support themselves or their ministry.
But almost every Christian organisation (that we knew) sent out reports
of their work regularly – and brazenly
asked people for money.
We decided to follow the example
of the apostles – and never to send
out any reports or photographs of our
work, or to hint about our financial

needs to anyone but our heavenly
Father. We have followed this policy
from the time we started the work
in 1975 – and God has abundantly
supplied all our needs. Paul shared the
reports of his labours only with his
fellow-workers – and we have done
likewise.
Fellowship: Fellowship and unity
among His disciples was the primary
burden of Jesus’ prayer in John 17. And
this was the goal of the apostles, too.
Most of the churches around us however emphasized activity – meetings
and more meetings – and not fellowship and unity.
We valued meetings. But we felt that
fellowship was more important. So
we organised picnics and other functions, at which we got to know each
other better. We played games at these
picnics with our young people and
children and thus deepened our fellowship with each other. Thus we built
a depth of fellowship among us that
was precious and unparalleled.
There were many other areas like this,
where we did things differently from
the churches around us. It was a battle
to pioneer these new ways of doing
things and to return to the practices of
the New Testament. Satan opposed us
vehemently and many Christians criticised us. But God was with us – and
that was all that mattered.

Take the Gospel to places you may never go
Prepare the Way impacts thousands of lives with God’s simple, life-changing truth. It’s also a source of teaching and exhortation for many who don’t
have access to these resources. So we’d like to invite you to help us send the
magazine to prisons, believers who can’t afford to buy their own copies,
leaders in neighbouring countries and missionaries.
Prepare the Way is a non-profit ministry, which means every cent you
give goes straight towards distributing more magazines. If you’re able to
help, kindly fill in the form below and post it to Prepare the Way, Box 377,
Merrivale 3291. Please contact us if you need more details.
Name.......................................................................................................................
Address...................................................................................................................
......................................................................................Postal code:......................
I am giving a once-off gift of R….........…. towards the ministry of Prepare
the Way. I am giving a monthly gift of R…...…...… towards the ministry of
Prepare the Way
I would like my gift to go towards Prison ministry Leaders in neighbouring countries Missionaries Poorer churches Other (please specify) …………….....……………....................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................
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From Steve Gallagher
My Beloved Brother,
write this letter with tears in my
eyes because I know firsthand the
hopelessness and darkness you are
now experiencing. In spite of repeated promises to quit, you remain
trapped in an uncontrollable habit
of pornography and masturbation.
There is a part in the movie, Fellowship of the Ring, where Aragorn
asks Frodo if he is frightened. Frodo
responds, “Yes.” Aragorn then ominously says what I want to say to you:
“You are not nearly frightened enough.
I know what hunts you.”
A devil is stalking you, luring you
and dragging you into ever greater
darkness. The “power of the ring” is
growing stronger in its grip on you. If I
sound like I am being overly dramatic,
the truth is that I am not being nearly
dramatic enough: you have every reason to fear.
However, I also want to tell you that
it is my unshakable testimony that
God can lead you out of this dark
valley back into the blessedness of His
presence. To find this path of escape
will require painful self-examination
and a heart-felt, no-excuses repentance.
I promise you that if you will do what
is outlined in this article, you will find
freedom. Let’s begin by appraising
the situation, using the lives of David
and Samson to represent two different
types of pastors who become addicted
to pornography and sexual sin.
David had a unique hunger for the
Lord from the time he was a young
boy tending sheep in the wilderness.
His spiritual appetite intensified as he
spent time with Samuel and deepened
during his years of running for his
life from Saul. Undoubtedly, David
was hitting his spiritual peak when
he became king at the age of 30. Yet,
within 20 years, he had committed the
unthinkable: he had lured Bathsheba
into adultery and had her husband
killed. How did it happen? It seems
that the palace life sapped David’s
spiritual hunger. Everything around
him: his increasing responsibilities,
his fame and fortune, and his growing
pride all combined to dry up his life in
God. He became easy prey for a stalking predator.
Perhaps you can relate to David. You
too once walked closely with the Lord.
You have known the hand of God on
your life and experienced His power in
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your ministry. But little by little, your
intimacy with Him has waned. Quite
possibly you have experienced what
Corrie Ten Boom once warned about:
“Beware of the barrenness of a busy
life.” Maybe your work became more
important to you than your walk with
the Lord. It could be that your devotional life gradually withered away
until the heavens seemed like brass and
the Word of God became stale and
lifeless.
Little did you realise that all this
time you had a fearsome enemy dogging your every step, feeding your
idol of “success,” biding his time until
you became so spiritually weak that
you could be lured into sin. Let’s
not have any patronising nonsense
that you “fell” into sin as if you were
walking along a path in the dark and
suddenly – through no fault of your
own – stumbled into a hole. There is
a reason why it happens. Believers are
vulnerable to temptation when they
are not walking in the Spirit (Galatians 5:16).

Going back time & again
Once you reached that place of
spiritual weakness, the enemy set into
motion his malignant scheme to bring
you down. Perhaps you became curious about pornography but underestimated its power. One glimpse of
it unleashed a poison that rocketed
into your soul and instantly spread
throughout your being. However it
initially happened, it quickly seized
your heart and you found yourself going back to it time and again.
Or perhaps your situation is more
comparable to Samson’s. He too had
the call of God upon his life, but never
really enjoyed deep fellowship with
Him. From his earliest days he was
given over to lust, taking every opportunity to seek out forbidden Philistine
beauties. His life was one spiritual
failure after another, until he found
himself in the lap of Delilah with the
Philistines upon him.
You have had struggles with masturbation and pornography since your
teenage years. You knew the Lord was
calling you into ministry and thought
you would attain victory in Bible
school, but you found that freedom
was just as elusive there as it had been
at home. Then you saw marriage as
the way out, but alas, once again you
found yourself returning to the pig
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trough. You have experienced brief
moments of God’s presence, but “the
sin” was always lurking one step away.
You have never really known what it
means to truly walk in the Spirit.
Regardless of which illustration you
identify with, the bottom line is that
you are now in the clutches of something very evil. Whether you realise it
or not, Delilah has set you up and you
are now languishing in a Philistine
prison of gloom and darkness. The
eyes of faith, which once held glorious
visions of victories to be won for God,
have been mercilessly gouged out. The
anointing that once flowed with power
and unction has been quenched. The
mouth which once was filled with
Holy Ghost-inspired messages now
serves up weak, uninspired sermons.
You have lost the God-given authority
to speak His Word: “What right have
you to tell of My statutes and to take
My covenant in your mouth? For you
hate discipline, and you cast My words
behind you (Psalm 50:16&17).”
Your life’s work has disintegrated
into a meaningless existence of going through the motions –pushing a
grindstone in a Gazan prison. You are
surrounded by heckling devils, mocking all that your life once represented.
“Our god has given our enemy into
our hands (Judges 16:24)!”
If your sins are of such nature that
they have become public knowledge,
you have given the world one more
excuse to disdain all that Christianity stands for. Oh, how unbelievers
love juicy newspaper accounts of yet
another fallen minister. You have
shattered the trust of your family, your
congregation, your fellow pastors and
your community. Because of your actions, “the way of the truth (has been)
maligned (2 Peter 2:2).”
It’s likely that you are in a sin-induced stupor, making you insensible
to the great danger surrounding you.
Most likely you vacillate between the
extremes of faithless despair and stubborn denial. David was in his sinful
condition for at least a year before the
prophet put his bony finger in his face
and exclaimed, “You are the man!” It
took piercing words to penetrate his
calloused heart.
If it seems like I’ve been too hard on
you, the truth is that I haven’t been
nearly strong enough. You are a representative of the thrice holy God. What
a frightening position to hold! No
Prepare the Way

wonder James warned, “Let not many
of you become teachers, my brethren,
knowing that as such we will incur a
stricter judgment (3:1).”
Your danger is not only from a wicked foe, but also from the God whose
Son you have “trampled under foot
(Hebrews 10:29-31).” Please remember
that these hard-sounding words come
from a man who had to face them in
his own life.

Nothing was too
shameful for me
Over a period of 15 years, I became
increasingly involved in sexual sin
until I reached the point where nothing was too shameful for me. “But
God, rich in mercy…” heard my cries
for help and eventually helped me
overcome sexual addiction. However,
my heart remained full of corruption and lust. The memories of sexual
scenes I had witnessed or experienced
were still very vivid. There were times
I despaired of ever having a pure
heart. Could a man such as me really
be purged of the knowledge of evil?
Would I ever be able to forget those
pornographic images that seemed
forever etched upon my mind? Would
I always lust over pretty girls? Was it
possible for me to make love to my
wife without fantasising about other
women?
The answer to each of these questions is a resounding yes! Today I can
sincerely testify that the Lord has truly
purified my heart. This freedom is
there for you as well. However, I must
warn you that it will not be appropriated cheaply or easily. I refuse to offer
you psychological gimmicks, superficial solutions or pain-free alternatives.
Instead, I will share with you the biblical principles that worked in the lives
of me and many others.
It should be obvious that before a
man can find purity of heart he must
put away the pornography once and
for all. This requires open confession
to, and accountability with, your wife,
friends and associates. A good internet
filter is also mandatory. Enough has
been written about these topics that a
passing reminder should be sufficient
here.
Of more long-term consequence is
what God desires to do within you.
Having an internet filter or an accountability partner will not wipe

away memories, purge sin or cleanse
your heart. A deeper work must be
accomplished in your inner man. The
truth is that somewhere along the way
the foundation of your spiritual and
ministerial life has become terribly
corrupted. This is no small matter and
minimising it will only exacerbate
your dilemma. And yet, chances are,
that is exactly what you have done.
Consider an automobile that is running very poorly. The owner has the
car towed to the shop, convinced that
a tune-up will rectify the problem.
“Sir,” the mechanic informs him, “the
engine in this car is shot. Getting a
tune-up is a waste of time. It needs
a complete overhaul!” You too need
more than a few minor adjustments
– you need God to do an overhaul of
your life.
Consider one more illustration. A
man breaks a bone in his ankle. He
knows that if he goes to the emergency
room, the attending physician will
have to wrench his foot in order to
reset the bone. The thought of this terrifies him, so he ignores the problem,
even though every step brings wincing
pain. Because of his unwillingness to
face a moment of greater pain in the
doctor’s office, he must live the remainder of his life as a cripple.
My dear brother, God wants to
cleanse you, free you and use you for
His Kingdom. Will you spend the rest
of your ministerial career buried by
this sin, unwilling to do the difficult
thing? Will you eventually become one
of the “false teachers” Peter speaks of,
“who indulge the flesh in its corrupt
desires… having eyes full of adultery
and that never cease from sin?” When
you stand before God, will the terrible judgement of 2 Peter 2 serve as an
indictment against your life?
In your case, it is not a foot that must
be wrenched; it is your self-life. Over
the past twenty years, I have experienced numerous breakings from the
Lord’s hand. I mostly attribute the inner purity I now enjoy to those experiences: brokenness restores innocence.
In his excellent book, The Release of the
Spirit, Watchman Nee asks, “Can one
who is unbroken, but whose teachings are right, supply the need of the
church?”
Brokenness is a precious thing to
God because it allows Him to accomplish His perfect will, use His power
and still receive all the glory. Unfor19
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tunately, in many people’s lives, SELF
becomes the Lord’s greatest competitor. Jesus spoke of two different types
of brokenness people face. “And he
who falls on this stone will be broken
to pieces; but on whomever it falls, it
will scatter him like dust (Matthew
21:44).” The implication is that if a
person will not allow Jesus to break
his self-life and all that comes with it
– self-will, self-indulgence, self-glory,
etc – then he will be “broken without
remedy (Proverbs 29:1).”
Such was the case of Samson, who apparently ignored numerous warnings
from the Lord. His last days on earth
were spent languishing in a Philistine
prison, occasionally being brought out
to play the part of a clown before his
tormentors.
David, on the other hand, threw
himself on the mercy of God: “Wash
me thoroughly, cleanse me, and purify
me,” he cried. “Let the bones which
You have broken rejoice. Create in me
a clean heart, O God. The sacrifices of
God are a broken spirit; a broken and
a contrite heart, O God, You will not
despise (Psalm 51).”
Unlike many who attempt to minimise or justify their actions, David
thoroughly acknowledged his guilt.
This was a man who was truly broken
over his sin and freed from its power.
Every attempt to justify or minimise
what you have done will weaken God’s
ability to purge your sin.
Perhaps you realise that you are in
spiritual trouble but don’t know what
to do. You would welcome a Psalm 51
experience but feel dead and unbroken
inside. As you know, you cannot make
yourself experience brokenness. However, you can do what the old-time
Pentecostals used to do: tarry before
the Lord until you get the breakthrough you need!
Get alone with the Lord in a place
where telephones and secretaries can’t
reach you; somewhere no one can hear
you pour out your heart. The best
setting would be a remote cabin where
you can fast and pray for several days.
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At the very minimum, spend four to
six hours on your face before God.
What is purity worth to you?
Plead for His mercy. Take a piece of
paper and detail every sin you have
committed. This is no time to go easy
on yourself! Ask the Lord to convict
you of the selfish attitudes that have allowed this sin to take root in your life.
Don’t be like some pastors who always
take the most painless path available
and never find real freedom. Pray
over and thoroughly study Psalm 51, 2
Timothy 3 and 2 Peter 2. These chapters are full of deep truths about God’s
perspective on sin and repentance.
Above all else, don’t lose track of
what you are there to do. Remember:
Deep repentance brings about profound and lasting change. Paul said,
“Godly grief and the pain God is permitted to direct, produce a repentance
that leads to… deliverance from evil (2
Corinthians 7:10 AMP).” The Greek
word for grief used by Paul describes a
heart-wrenching, inner anguish over
one’s sin.
Allow the sword of the Spirit to
plunge deeply into your heart. You
could easily cry for three days straight
if you really saw the ugliness of your
sin and how it has hurt those around
you.

He will not disappoint you
A word of caution here: I have known
men who have cried out to God for
deliverance, yet still clutched their sin,
refusing to let it go. A sincere penitent
will do the hard things, such as confessing his sin to his superintendent.
If you will earnestly seek God to bring
about real repentance, He will not
disappoint you.
The deeper you allow God to break
you, the more profoundly your thinking will be altered. One of the first
things you must do is to thoroughly
repent to your wife. Undoubtedly, you
have hurt her in many ways. Not only
have you been fixated on the bodies of
other women, but you have probably
also neglected her emotionally. Pornography nearly always causes a man
to become aloof and distant with loved
ones.
If you have experienced a real breakthrough, your wife will immediately
notice the change in the way you treat
her and the children. Your intimacy
with her will become far less carnal
and much more loving. When I com-

mitted myself to putting my wife’s
emotional and physical needs before
my own in the marriage bed, fantasy
lost its grip on me and I actually began
to enjoy my wife sexually. The power
of selfishness must be broken!
You should also see a noticeable
change in your devotional life. Rather
than dry prayer times and stagnant
Bible study, you will discover a renewed thirst for God and hunger for
His Word. This is just what you need.
A vibrant time with the Lord every
morning will not only help you in your
own personal struggles, but it will also
empower you in your ministry like
never before!

This is serious business!
Another thing that will change is
your attraction to the allurements of
the world. Every fallen pastor I have
known was more familiar with the
world’s offerings (sports, newspapers,
internet, television programmes and
secular talk shows) than with sitting
in the Lord’s presence. Jesus said, “If
your right eye makes you stumble, tear
it out and throw it from you; for it is
better for you to lose one of the parts
of your body, than for your whole
body to be thrown into hell (Matthew
5:29).” This is serious business! You
must sever everything in your life that
has fed a carnal mindset.
The greatest changes in your life may
seem imperceptible. People will simply
notice a softness in your countenance,
a genuine passion for God and love for
others that weren’t there before. Nothing will restore the shattered trust of
others more than for them to see you
persist in the humility and love that
come through true brokenness.
If the temptations still seem overwhelming, you might consider doing
something more dramatic like getting
out of ministry for a time of restoration.
Whatever path of restoration you
choose, you will have to fight to regain
your lost innocence. Jesus said that the
violent take the Kingdom by force.
You must become like Bartimaeus who
refused to be silenced and Jacob who
refused to let go. Ask, seek and knock
and I promise you that God will abundantly meet your need.
Steve Gallagher is the founder and president
of Pure Life Ministries. He has dedicated his
life to helping men find freedom from sexual
sin and the abundant life in God that comes
through deep repentance.
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Ministerial Confessions

by Horatius Bonar (-)
We have been carnal and unspiritual
The tone of our life has been low and
earthly. Associating too much and too
intimately with the world, we have in
a great measure become accustomed
to its ways. Hence our spiritual tastes
have been watered down, our consciences blunted, and that sensitive
tenderness of feeling has worn off and
given place to an amount of callousness of which we once, in fresher days,
believed ourselves incapable.
We have been selfish
We have shrunk from toil, difficulty
and endurance. We have counted only
our lives, and our ease and comfort
dear to us. We have sought to please
ourselves. We have been worldly and
covetous. We have not presented ourselves to God as “living sacrifices,” laying ourselves, our lives, our substance,
our time, our strength, our faculties,
our all, upon His altar. We have had
little idea of anything like sacrifice
at all. Yet ought not the life of every
Christian, especially of every minister,
to be a life of self-sacrifice and self-denial throughout, even as was the life of
Him who “pleased not Himself?”
We have been lazy
Precious hours and days have been
wasted in laziness, in idle company,
in pleasure, in worthless reading, that
might have been devoted to the closet,
the study, the pulpit or the meeting!
Laziness, self-indulgence, fickleness,
flesh pleasing, have eaten like a cancer
into our ministry, arresting the blessing and marring our success. We have
fed ourselves, and not the flock.
We have been cold
Even when diligent, how little
warmth and glow! Our words are feeble, even when true; our looks are careless, even when our words are weighty;
and our tones betray the apathy which
both words and looks disguise. Love is
lacking, deep love, love strong as death,
love such as made Jeremiah weep in
secret places. In preaching and visiting, in counselling and reproving, how
little tenderness and affection!
We have been timid
Fear has often led us to generalise
truths which, if clearly stated, would
have brought hatred and reproach
upon us. We have often failed to dePrepare the Way

clare to our people the whole counsel
of God. We have shrunk from reproving, rebuking and exhorting with all
patience and doctrine. We have feared
to alienate friends, or to awaken the
wrath of enemies.
We have been lacking in seriousness
How deeply ought we to be ashamed
of our levity, frivolity, flippancy, vain
mirth, foolish talking and jesting, by
which grievous injury has been done
to souls, the progress of the saints
retarded, and the world comforted in
its wretched vanities.
We have preached ourselves, not
Christ
We have sought applause, courted
honour, been grasping of fame and
jealous of our reputation. We have
preached too often so as to exalt ourselves instead of magnifying Christ,
so as to draw men’s eyes to ourselves
instead of fi xing them on Him and
His cross.
We have not duly studied and honoured the Word of God
We have given a greater prominence
to man’s writings, man’s opinions,
man’s systems in our studies than to
the Word. We have drunk more out of
human cisterns than divine. We have
held more communion with man than
God. We must study the Bible more.
We must steep our souls in it.
We have not been men of prayer
The spirit of prayer has slumbered
among us. The closet has been too
little frequented and delighted in. In
order to grow in grace, we must be
much alone with God. In one single
quiet hour of prayer we will often
make more progress than in whole
days of company with others.
We have not honoured the Holy

Spirit
We have not sought His teaching
or His anointing. “But you have an
anointing from the Holy One, and all
of you know the truth (1 John 2:20).”
Neither in the study of the Word nor
the preaching of it to others, have we
duly acknowledged His office as the
Enlightener of the understanding, the
Revealer of the truth, the Testifier and
Glorifier of Christ. We have grieved
Him by not honouring Him as the
Teacher, the Convincer, the Comforter, the Sanctifier. Hence He has
almost departed from us, and left us
to reap the fruit of our own perversity
and unbelief.
We have had little of the mind of
Christ
We have come far short of the example of the Master. We have had little of
the grace, the compassion, the meekness, the lowliness, the love of Jesus.
His seeking of the lost is little imitated
by us. His days of fasting, His nights of
watchfulness and prayer, are not fully
realised as models for us to copy.
We have been unbelieving
It is unbelief that makes us so cold
in our preaching, so lazy in visiting,
and so remiss in all our sacred duties.
It is unbelief that chills our life and
restricts our heart. It is unbelief that
makes us handle eternal realities with
such irreverence. It is unbelief that
makes us ascend with so light a step
into the pulpit to deal with immortal
beings about heaven and hell.
We have not been sincere in our
preaching
If we were, could we be so cold, so
prayerless, so inconsistent, so worldly,
so unlike men whose business is all
about eternity? We must work while it
is day; the night comes when no man
can work.
We have been unfaithful
The fear of man and the love of his
applause have often made us afraid.
We have been unfaithful to our own
souls, to our flocks, and to our brethren. Instead of being specific about
the sin being reproved, there has been
the vague allusion. Instead of the bold
reproof, there has been the timid hint.
We need men who will spend and be
spent, who will labour and pray, who
will watch and weep for souls!
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Freedom
Sound of the New
Breed

Israel Houghton is a name
that conjures up high energy
live worship with more
than a hint of Gospel flair.
So what happens when
you take that sound, strip
it down and record it in a
studio? You get this new
series of recordings by the
New Breed
which are
intended
to take
familiar
songs and
give them
that special sound -- but in
a way that will make them
easier for worship teams to
adapt. Lead vocal duties are
mostly handled by other
members of the team as
Israel takes the chair behind
the producer’s desk.
If you thought songs like

Don Moen’s Arise and I Am
Free were as good as they
were going to get take a listen to how this team handle
them and reconsider.
Example Lyrics:
You are brighter than my
darkest night
Stronger than my toughest
fight
Just one touch from You my
King my friend
And I’ ll never be the same
again
(Breakthrough)
Other albums by Israel
and the New Breed: Alive
In South Africa, A Deeper
Level, Real
Similar Artists: PAJAM
worship series, Darwin
Hobbs, Tommy Walker

No greater Audience
Michael Neale

For 20 years Integrity
Media have been promoting
and distributing worship
music around the globe and
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although much has changed
in the way that music is presented (gone are the plain
white covers with stylized
graphics), the heart is still
the same. Michael Neale is
the worship leader of “The
Peoples Church” in Tennessee and brings us 13, mostly
self-penned, new songs
on this his third worship
recording. As with other
Integrity artists such as Don
Moen and Lenny LeBlanc,
Michael has a way of writing songs that are poetic
in their worshipful lyrics
but simple enough that any
church could adapt them to
fit in with their own times
of worship and
I’m sure
songs like
More And
More and
Hallelujah
To The King will be valued
additions to church “hymn
books.” As with any CD
that bears the Integrity
brand this one’s well worth
the listen for any lovers of
congregational worship.
Example Lyrics:
The sun burns at morning
Revealing your glory
The darkness is silenced
At the thunder of your presence
The power of heaven
Revealed in redemption
And my heart shouts
At the wonder of your grace
(You Amaze Me)
Other Albums by Michael
Neale: Bigger than life,
Heaven’s Light
Similar Artists: Lenny
LeBlanc, Travis Cottrell,
Ross Parsley

Hersien
Luidkeels

Afrikaans is a dying lan-

guage, some people might
tell you, but such people
will quickly swallow their
words when they hear just
how alive it can sound when
used in passionate worship.
Retief Burger is raising the
bar for Afrikaans worship
music by injecting heartfelt
lyrics into a sound that is
hard to pigeonhole but sure
sounds great recorded live.
Such was
the desire
to honour
God and
place Him
first that
the musicians all stood in a circle,
backs to the audience and
played facing a large cross in
the middle -- a nice touch,
but more importantly it
gives you a glimpse of where
these songs come from.
Opening with a bang on
Die Kruis Staan Steeds and
Wie Is Daar Soos U? the
songs take a journey into
deep waters before building
up steam again, making for
almost 80 minutes of some
of the best worship I have
ever heard in any language.
Full stop. Oh, and in case
that wasn’t enough motive,
all the chords are nicely
fi lled in for you so you can
enjoy learning the songs,
too.
Example Lyrics:
Kom O Prins van vrede, En
regeer
U is die hoop vir my wereld,
U alleen
U is die Bron van lewe, waar
gebrokenes kan skuil
Here, So groot, tog so veilig
vir my
Other Albums by Retief
Burger: Luidkeels
Similar Artists: Jaco Du
Plessis, Mervis, Louis Britts
Prepare the Way

All stories courtesy
ASSIST News Service

Persecution
of Christians:
No Sign of
Improvement

AT least 200 million Christians suffer persecution or
discrimination for their
faith. For most of them
there is no sign of improvement.
In some countries the situation has deteriorated over
the last year. In the Middle East three in four Iraqi
Christians have left their
country in fear of harassment, assassination and
kidnappings.
These are some of the
findings included in the
German yearbook Maertyrer 2007 (Martyrs 2007)
published by the evangelical
news agency “idea.”
According to the yearbook one in 10 Christians
is subject to severe restrictions or hostilities. A rise
in acts of violence directed
at Christians is recorded in
India and Pakistan. Some
Pakistani Christians are
confronted with the choice
of converting to Islam or
being expelled.

Most of the countries in
which Christians suffer
severe discrimination are
predominately Muslim.
Converts to the Christian
faith face the harshest
persecution, even murder.
But also Socialist and Communist dictatorships tend to
suppress Christians.

Gaza’s forgotten
Christians

CAUGHT amid the
infighting between Hamas
and Fatah and Israel’s retaliation for rockets launched at
its southern cities is an easily
overlooked
segment of
the population:
Christians
number
only 2
000 among 1,5 million in
the Gaza Strip -- less than 1
percent of the population.
“We are a minority of
minorities,” Hanna Massad, pastor of Gaza Baptist
Church, told Israel Today.
“It is really difficult. The
Christian community here
is 2 000 including Catholic,
Greek Orthodox and evangelical Christians.”
The six-floor Gaza Baptist
Church, the only evangelical church in the Gaza Strip,
ministers to 150 to 200
people.

SA missionary beaten
in Mozambique
A SOUTH African missionary working in Mozam-

Final Prepare The Way day for 2007!

There will be a final Prepare The Way day for 2007 at our
home church, Mount Zion, in Merrivale – on November
4 at 9 am, and Peter Pollock will be preaching .
We’d love to see you there, and you’re even invited to
stay for a free braai and fellowship afterwards. Please
phone us for more details on (033) 3307-135.
Prepare the Way

bique was
attacked in
his home on
October 10
by a gang
of machetewielding
robbers.
Jimmy
Meyer, 35, was admitted to a
local hospital following the
dreadful beating.
“Jimmy jumped out of bed
to protect (his wife) Marlise
when he was hit across the
head and arm with the machete,” reports the Rev. Dewald van den Berg, leader of
Evangelical Rural Mission,
the ministry with whom the
Meyers are working. “He
was also beaten badly in the
face.”
Both husband and wife
were tied up and left on
their bed while the house
was ransacked by the mob
which numbered five. By
late afternoon the day after
the attack, three suspects
had been arrested but none
of the stolen goods have
been recovered.

Huge Christian
festival for
London in
2008

festival will take place across
hundreds of venues all
located close to 10 Northern
Line Tube stations, from
Camden Town to Waterloo.
The massive weekend
party in central London
will feature hundreds of
free events and high impact
performances. Londoners
are being invited to: “Come
and discover more of the
life, the colour, the breadth
and depth of the Christian
faith in a cross-generational,
multi-cultural celebration of
the Church’s identity, creativity and compassion.”
Over Pentecost weekend,
May 9th-11, 2008, across
central London, Pentecost
Festival will fill hundreds
of venues -- coffee shops,
parks, pubs, streets, boats,
churches, clubs, hotels,
halls, restaurants, theatres,
and shops. Mike Pilavachi,
founder and leader of Soul
Survivor has said, “Pentecost Festival will be full of
life creativity, colour, vision,
sport, art, Bible study,
music, drama, worship and
dance.”

A NEW Christian
festival, designed
to challenge the
church to step outside of its comfort
zone, is set to hit
London next year.
The Pentecost
Festival 2008, is
being promoted as a
“cross-generational,
multi-cultural
celebration of the
Church’s identity, creativity and
compassion.” The
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Are You a Way of Life – or Death?
by Greg Hinnant
VERY Christian is becoming a way of life or death to
other people. Which “way” we become is determined
solely by our willingness to let God change us.
Many Christians feel they have changed sufficiently by
converting to faith in Christ. Any further alteration of their
status quo would be too private, too intrusive, too much
even for God to ask. When God begins to try to correct
their attitudes, values, habits, morality, financial dealings,
eating, laziness, etc., they soon become disinterested, evasive,
and inwardly rebellious.
They will still attend church meetings, sing God’s praises,
and listen to Bible teaching. They will still pay tithes, serve
their church, and assist in its ministries. But don’t ask them
to change! That issue is settled.
And so is their Christian growth. Why? Godly change
is the only path to spiritual development and fruitfulness:
“Reproofs of instruction are the way of (receiving more) life
(Proverbs 6:23, emphasis mine),” declares the book of wisdom.
I heard one teacher say, “God has a one-track mind: changing us!” Truly, it is only as we change our old ways of thinking, speaking, acting, and reacting to conform to biblical
ways that we become Christlike. New birth and Spirit
baptism alone will not create a consistent manifestation of
Christlikeness in us. So, not long after we begin receiving
steady, Spirit-inspired Bible teaching, God draws near to
deeply, thoroughly cleanse and change us. It’s correction
time.
Divine correction comes in different ways. When understood, His Word alone sheds light on the areas in which we
need to change. If we don’t respond, the Spirit uses our consciences to convince us that we should change these issues.
Day by day, month by month, God’s patient, loving, corrective enlightenment continues, moving steadily from one area
of our thought and behaviour to the next.
“This sin must go now, my son (daughter)… this attitude
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needs changing… and this habit… and this relationship.” If
we don’t budge, God prompts spiritual overseers (pastors,
teachers, elders, mentors) to speak to us about these issues.
If we refuse their counsel, He leaves us to our own way
– the way of pride and stubbornness. It leads not to spiritual
growth and freedom but to spiritual stagnation and bondage. And death. And that’s not all.
The uncorrectable Christian always takes others to death
with him (or her). Again, eternal wisdom declares, “He is in
the way of life that keepeth instruction, but he that refuseth
reproof erreth (Proverbs 10:17).” Or, “He who heeds instruction and correction is (not only himself) in the way of life, but
is a way of life for others. And he who neglects or refuses reproof
(not only himself) goes astray, but causes to err and is a path
toward ruin for others (The Amplified Bible).”
Taught this truth many years ago, I have now seen both
sides of it play out many times. I have seen one meek Christian inspire humility in another, one trusting soul prompt
faith in another, and one faithful believer lead another into
the way of steadfast service.
And, sadly, I have also seen one rebel inspire insubordination in another, one doubter spawn disbelief in another,
one covenant-breaker move another to break vows, and one
carnal Christian lead another into the way of the flesh.
Why? The first group of examples received correction. The
second refused it. Then, by word or example, they led others
into their “way” of hating correction and preferring pride
and stubbornness to humility and growth in Christ.
Think about this the next time God tries to correct you.
You’re deciding not only which way you’ll take but which
way you’ll become – to your children, fellow Christians,
neighbours, associates, and everyone you meet. Choose to
accept God’s correction, however sent. Choose to have more
life, not less. Choose to lead others into life, not death.
Be correctible!
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