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again and again and again until one desires only
rest, only an end to the refilling – and to know one
cannot live without the refilling.
To be given words that one dare not speak, and to
feel those words churning and boiling in the belly
until one must speak them aloud, or die. To be despised, sooner or later, by everyone except Adonai
– and to desire it so, while hating it.
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The raising
of a Lazarus

by Smith Wigglesworth
NE day in the early 1900s
I went to the top of a high
mountain in Wales for a time of
prayer. The Lord’s presence seemed
to envelop and saturate me, reminding me of the Transfiguration scene.
I was impressed with the thought
that the Lord’s only purpose in giving us such glorious experiences is
to prepare us for greater usefulness
in the valley.
Little did I realise what the Lord had
in store for me. Two years before there
had come to our house in Bradford,
England, two young men from Wales.
They were just ordinary men, but they
became very zealous for God.
When they came to our mission and
saw some of the works of God, they
said to me, “We would not be surprised if the Lord brings you to Wales
to raise our Lazarus.” Lazarus, they
explained, was the leader of their assembly. He had spent his days working
in a tin mine and his nights preaching,
and the result was that he had collapsed, gone into consumption, and for
four years had been a helpless invalid,
having to be fed with a spoon.
There on the mountain, two years
after I had first heard of the man, the
Lord said to me, “I want you to go and
raise Lazarus.” After going back to the
valley I wrote a postcard to a man in
the place whose name had been given
to me by the two young men. I wrote;
“When I was on the mountain praying
today, God told me that I was to go
and raise Lazarus.”
Later we went to see the man to
whom I had written the card. He
looked at me and said, “Did you send
this?” When I answered that I had sent
the card, he said, “Do you think we
believe in this? Here, take it.” And he
threw the card at me.
The man then called a servant and
said, “Take this man to Lazarus.” Then
he turned to me and said, “The moment you see him you will be ready to
go home.”
Everything he said was true from a
natural view. The man was helpless. He
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was nothing but a mass of bones with
skin stretched over them. There was
no life to be seen. Everything in him
spoke of decay.
I encouraged the man to believe.
“You remember that at Jericho,” I said,
“the people shouted while the walls
were still up. God has victory for you if
you will only believe. Will you shout?”
But I could not get him to believe.
There was not an atom of faith there.
He had made up his mind not to have
anything. It is a blessed thing to learn
that God’s word can never fail. Never
hearken to human plans. God can
work mightily when you persist in
believing Him in spite of discouragements.
When I got back to the man to
whom I had sent the postcard, he
asked, “Are you ready to go now?” But
I am not moved by what I see. I am
moved only by what I believe.
I asked the people in the village if
any could pray. But no one wanted to
pray. I asked for seven people to pray
with me for the poor man’s deliverance
in a prayer meeting the next morning.
I told the people that I trusted that
some of them would awaken to their
privilege and join us in prayer for the
raising of Lazarus.
When I got to bed it seemed as if the
devil tried to place on me everything
that he had placed on that poor man.
When I awoke I had a cough and all
the weakness of a tubercular patient. I
rolled out of bed and cried out to God
to deliver me from the power of the
devil. I shouted loud enough to wake
everybody in the house, but nobody
was disturbed. God gave victory, and
I got back in bed as free as ever. At 
o’clock the Lord awakened me and
said, “Don’t break bread until you
break it round My table.” At  o’clock
He gave me these words. “And I will
raise him up.”
When we went to the house where

Lazarus lived, there were eight of us.
No one can prove to me that God does
not always answer prayer. He always
does more than that. He always gives
the exceedingly abundant above all we
ask or think.
I shall never forget how the power
of God fell on us as we went into that
sick man’s room. Oh, it was lovely! As
we circled the bed I got one brother to
hold one of the sick man’s hands and I
held the other. Then we took the hand
of the one next to us.
“We are just going to use the name of
Jesus,” I told them. We knelt down and
whispered that one word, “Jesus! Jesus!
Jesus!” The power of God fell and then
it lifted. Five times the power of God
fell and then it remained. But the man
in the bed was unmoved. Two years
previous someone had come along and
had tried to raise him up, and the devil
had used his lack of success as a means
of discouraging Lazarus.
I said, “I don’t care what the devil
says; if God says He will raise you up,
it must be so. Forget everything else
except what God says about Jesus.”
The sixth time the power fell and the
sick man’s lips began moving and the
tears began to fall. I said, “The power
of God is here; it is yours to accept.”
Then he made a confession: “I have
been bitter in my heart, and I know I
have grieved the Spirit of God.”
“Just repent, and God will hear you,”
I told him. He repented and cried out,
“O God, let this be to Thy glory.” As
he said this, the virtue of the Lord
went right through him.
I have asked the Lord to never let
me tell this story except as it was, for I
realise that God cannot bless exaggerations. As we again said, “Jesus! Jesus!
Jesus!” the bed shook, and the man
shook. I told the people who were with
me that they could go downstairs.
“This is all God. I’m not going to help
him.” I sat and watched that man get
up and dress himself, and then we sang
the doxology as he walked down the
steps. I said to him, “Now tell what has
happened.”
It was soon spread abroad that Lazarus had been raised up and the people
came from all the district round to see
him and hear his testimony. And God
brought salvation to many as he told
the story in an open-air meeting. All
this came through the name of Jesus,
through faith in His name.
3

by Peter Pollock
N the last days, warned Paul in
his final letter to Timothy, it will
be perilous! We will see a form of
godliness, but with no power. People will be obsessed with “learning”
but will never be able to come to the
knowledge of the real truth. Evil
men and impostors will grow worse
and worse, deceiving and being
deceived, and all who desire to live
godly lives in Jesus Christ will suﬀer
persecution!
Paul also lists personally some men
who let him down, warning Timothy
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to beware of them. He wrote: “At my
first defence no one stood with me; but
all forsook me. May it not be charged
against them.” Some might dare to
say that Paul seemed a bit down and
depressed.
But whatever the circumstances or
his frame of mind, Paul then delivered
the greatest charge. He challenged
Timothy to preach the word. In season
or out of season, he was to convince,
rebuke, exhort with all long-suffering.
He was to be watchful and endure
afflictions and know that the itching
ears around him would rather hear

fables than the truth! The charge to
Timothy is the same as Jesus’ charge
that we must go out into the world,
preach the Gospel and make disciples
of all men, baptising them in the name
of the Father, the Son and the Holy
Spirit.
But sadly we have fallen way short.
We have “sold” the precious oil. We
have “sacrificed” the Gospel at the
altar of good causes! We have “prostituted” and “compromised” to such an
extent in seeking cultural acceptance,
constitutional correctness and political
expedience that we now unashamedly
preach and present a very “different
gospel” from the one Paul was at such
great pains to write about and contend
for in all his powerful letters.
The basis for the above epithet
– “selling” the precious oil – comes
from Matthew 2:-13. This passage
recounts the episode of the woman
with the alabaster flask of very costly
oil. She poured it on Jesus’ head as He
sat at the table in the house of Simon
the leper at Bethany.
At the outset let’s highlight some
major points!
Firstly, she came with costly fragrant
oil very specifically for Jesus. Secondly,
the disciples were indignant. What a
waste! Rather it should be given to the
poor. Thirdly, Jesus commended her.
She had done a “good thing.” And He
followed up by scolding the disciples
for “troubling” her. Fourthly, Jesus
indicated that this was a profound
incident and would always be “indicative,” a “memorial,” a “sign,” a “reminder” of the true Gospel, and would
ever be recognised as highly significant
wherever the Gospel is preached.
Now let’s take a closer look. It all
starts with God’s method. Come with
everything! That is the outright message. Lock, stock and barrel, we are to
come to Jesus. We need to bring our
most expensive stuff, everything we are
worth.
The greatest commandment is to love
the Lord your God with all your heart,
soul, mind and strength. You can’t give
more than that! It’s not just our intellect. It’s the heart and will, the very
essence of each one of us, that needs to
come to the cross. We need to pour it
all out. Empty the lot!
Prepare the Way

The oil was “costly” and “fragrant.”
Indeed, God wants everything. It is
costly and that is something we don’t
want to be reminded of, or talk about.
“Follow me” was the simple call from
Jesus and the disciples dropped everything. It was total surrender!
Oswald Chambers contends that we
have to give up our independent right
to ourselves if we truly want to come
to Jesus. The “fragrance” indicates
symbolically the sweet aroma that is
always so pleasant to God when there
is true repentance and regeneration.

Also, very clearly, the woman did not
fear man. She was not intimidated in
any way by those in attendance. She
didn’t care what they thought, even
though they were His much-vaunted
disciples. She just had her eyes firmly
fixed on Jesus and was single-minded
about the task of anointing Him.
She cared not how the disciples
interpreted the needs of the poor. It
is indeed one of the great problems
we face these days. There are sadly so
many and varied “interpretations” of
doctrine by professing “disciples” and
“prophets” that it can become a little
confusing, to say the least.
The devil’s counter, as always, is to
direct the attention away from Jesus.
Sell the oil for the poor. Rather focus
on the world’s problems than on Jesus
and the Gospel. Rather deal with the
fruits of godlessness than the root of
the problem. This is the classic “good
works” ministry of satan.
Humanitarianism and humanism
is the devil’s strategy to replace or
supplant God. And the god of this age
has an abundance of religious, intellectual moralists to fuel him and fund
him. These are the devil’s most effective disciples, deftly “interpreting” and
misleading with their own doctrinal
“spin” on God’s value system. In truth
it is just manipulation and deception!
Parading under the auspices and
aegis of the “church” or “ministry,” it is
serving the “cause” not the “lordship”
of Jesus. It is a form of godliness but
lacking the power. There is a vast difference between devotion to a principle or a cause rather than the person of
Jesus Christ.
Prepare the Way

Jesus never proclaimed a cause but a
personal, intimate devotion to Him.
All else is betrayal. No surprise it
was Judas who sparked the disciples’
indignation. As a young student and
budding intellectual, he had a better
way. He knew better than Jesus. Rings
a bell! Sounds familiar, doesn’t it?
Then came Jesus’ response. She
has done a good thing! The poor are
never going to go away. “The rich will
always govern the poor; the borrower
will always be servant of the lender”
states Proverbs. Who are we to argue?
It is not about all these things. It is
all about Me! That is what Jesus was
saying.
It is all about His death and His
resurrection. The world’s problem is
sin and godlessness and Jesus Christ is
the ONLY answer, the sole solution.
Indeed, it is all about His Body! His
burial! His ascension! His Sonship!
His Lordship! His Salvation! Jesus
Christ is all-sufficient!
She got it right!
Revival? We can have it right now.
But we need to bring Jesus in. Prophetically, the book of Revelation reminds
us that Jesus is standing outside the
modern church as symbolically represented at Laodicea. Yes, despite everyone thinking that everything is fine
and dandy, Jesus is not there. While at
Ephesus, they are so heavily involved
with “church business” that they have
lost their first love – they have forgotten about Jesus. And this is not to
forget worldly problems abounding in
the other churches.

And let us not fail to be reminded
that when we truly bring Jesus in,
there is a strong likelihood that He
will clear the temple; that He will
overturn the tables of the moneylenders and usurers, and unsettle the
religionists. There is too much profane
fire. There is too much foreign and
alien currency. His Father’s house has
become a marketplace!
The preaching focus needs to return
to sin and repentance. When the Holy
Spirit truly abounds there is conviction on sin, righteousness and judge-

ment. And then there will be a true
Holy Spirit revival. That is how it was
with the early church!
It is time to make way for an awesome God! We should be in sackcloth
and ashes; in tears and on our knees;
and with the fear of God as our only
wisdom. This fear does not revolve
around rules and regulations but
around His awesomeness. It is not
legalistic. It’s about the person and
presence of Almighty God.
Sure, He abounds in grace, mercy,
love and forgiveness but He is also a
God of wrath, judgement and retribution. All at the same time!
Judgement begins in the house of
God. God has clearly introduced Himself. His word confirms: He is number
one. He does not tolerate rivals. Idolatry is unacceptable. He is jealous. A
consuming fire!
He does not abide blasphemy or taking His Name in vain. He orders us
to show respect. He does not tolerate
murder, lies, envy or sexual perversion/promiscuity in any shape, form
or description. God has written His
precepts and principles into the system
and they work. His truth does not
depend upon our understanding but
on our obedience. He is immutable,
beyond comprehension and is utterly
awesome.
As declared in Colossians, God has
delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of His Son, Jesus, in whom we
have redemption. Jesus is the image
of the Invisible God; He is before all
things; in Him all things exist; in Him
all fullness dwells and by Him we are
reconciled to God. All of us, who were
once alienated, are now presented holy,
blameless and above reproach in God’s
sight.
But, we need to continue, grounded
and steadfast, not moved away from
the hope of the true Gospel. Jesus in
us, the hope of glory!
She got it right! It is all about Jesus.
What are we doing with the expensive
oil of our lives? Have we poured it all
out? Are we focused totally and utterly
on Jesus, or are we either side-tracked
or intimidated by the worldly influences that have so brazenly infiltrated
the church?


The hearing heart

by Hannah Hurnard
HEN I first emerged from
the amazing and shattering
crisis of becoming a Christian, I
had no idea that I would meet other
sincere Christians who would think
it strange, indeed almost presumptuous, to be sure that God is ready
and able to speak to us as plainly
as our friends do, and to give clear
guidance when we seek it from Him,
making us so unmistakably sure of
His will that, if necessary, we will
attempt things which to other people look strange, or ridiculous, and
perhaps in some cases crazy.
The idea of being guided only by
circumstances, as one prayed to be
helped to do His will and to make decisions in the most sensible way, never
occurred to me. I never doubted that
all true Christians “heard His Voice”
(in the Scriptural sense) in exactly the
same way as did the prophets and the
Spirit-led men in the Bible.
For example, it never seemed strange
to me to read over and over again:
“The Word of the Lord came to...” or
“The Holy Spirit said...” for that was
exactly the utterly amazing but joyful
and transforming experience that was
mine – I to whom God had been so
inconceivable and unreal.
Neither did it ever occur to me that
the people in the Bible, except when
they had visions, were accustomed to
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hear an actual audible voice speaking
to them. I took it for granted that they
“received the Word of the Lord” in the
same way that present day Christians
do, and not by means of any special
mystical faculty.
The only difference, it seemed to me,
between the Word of the Lord coming to a prophet of old was a difference in degree, due to greater spiritual
enlightenment, because through long
or faithful practice they had developed the “Hearing Heart” to a greater
degree than others. Thus they could be
trusted with far greater and more important messages than we beginners.
Of course I do not mean that the
kind of messages which God spoke
at special times to His servants the
prophets are given to all His people.
For it is clear that there have been
certain men, and sometimes women,
chosen and set apart by God to receive
special messages for their nation, or
for the whole world, at certain great
crises in history. Such people were
commanded to utter solemn warnings,
and they were often given supernatural
understanding and “vision” of future
events.
God does not choose to make all His
people prophets in that sense. We are
clearly told that there are diversities of
gifts and callings (1 Corinthians 12)
and that the Holy Spirit Who develops
in us the “Hearing Heart” calls some

to be “sent ones,” others preachers, and
others evangelists, pastors, teachers,
healers, and some prophets. But it did
seem perfectly natural to suppose from
the teaching in the Bible and Our
Lord’s own sayings that all heard His
Voice in the same way, and that there
were not some endowed with a special
and mysterious faculty for hearing
which was not granted to others.

The least can hear
in the same way
The least child of God can hear in
the same way, and be sure that it is the
Voice of God speaking to him, as any
holy man of old, provided he knows
and practises the one principle by
which the spirit of man can develop a
hearing faculty.
Again, this does not mean that we
shall ever become infallible or that all
our thoughts at all times will be from
God. Far from it, especially, of course,
at the beginning of our Christian
experience.
In matters of Christian truth and
understanding of the Scriptures, we
learn slowly and by stages; a “Hearing
Heart,” too, may in some cases develop
more quickly than “a seeing understanding.”
Every new obedience, however, leads
to a fuller understanding, but is always
accompanied by an ever increasing
realisation that there is infinitely more
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beyond our present ability to comprehend, and that there is an ever-present
danger of becoming self-confident
and being dogmatic to others. Nothing deafens a “Hearing Heart” more
quickly than unwillingness to keep
open to further light.
The one great principle of the “Hearing Heart” is that we “become as
little children,” utterly dependent
and always ready to obey. We have to
learn to obey His guidance in small
personal matters, before we can receive
and understand more of His will and
purposes.
But we must hear, otherwise how can
God teach us? And learning to hear
and to understand and to obey is the
most vital thing in Christian experience. It always came as an immense
surprise to me to hear other Christians
say, as some did, “How can you be
sure? Beware of presumption. You are
just imagining your guidance.” (That
suggestion, by the way, will generally
present itself to one’s own mind, and
is a very useful safeguard, making one
very dependent and earnestly desirous
of further assurance from the Lord.)
The very fact that spiritual hearing
can so easily be confused with imagination is a great safeguard against spiritual pride and ought to develop in us
holy cautiousness and humble dependence. But to insist that unusual guidance is only imagination, and that real
guidance is really using one’s common
sense, did seem to me extraordinary.
For most of the guidance which came
to me in those early years did not make
common sense at all, and generally
involved me in the risk of appearing an
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absolute fool in the eyes of others.
Of course, “common sense” and all
one’s intellectual faculties, as well as
the experience and wisdom of others,
are all part of the wonderful equipment and means by which God does
reveal His will to us.
One point that I would like to emphasise is that just as some people find
great help through outward symbols
(while others are hindered by them)
I, and many others, do find that God
clarifies the mind and helps towards
the realisation of His wishes and guidance, as questions and problems are
put down on paper.
Often even as I express the question
on paper, the very fact of clarifying the
problem or need in my own thoughts
enables me to see the true answer and
solution to the problem. For others, of
course, this seems an extraordinary,
unnecessary and very peculiar habit
which would not help them at all.

Not forgotten
But I find my Quiet Time notebooks
indispensable, helping me to clarify my
thoughts ready for His use, and then
recording the answers He gives so that
they are not forgotten or overlooked.
Some Christians I met even went
so far as to say that to expect to get
guidance from God about every tiny
detail of our daily lives was not only
nonsense and neglect of the common
sense which He has given us but was
even irreverent.

This always mystified me. It just
didn’t fit in with one’s personal radiant and yet awe-inspiring experience.
To go to spiritual advisers and mature
Christians is a most lovely Christian
privilege and help, if you live in a place
where they are available.
But what are you to do, for instance,
if you are the only Christian in some
irreligious place, or if God sends you to
some lonely out-station on the mission field, where you have to become
spiritual adviser to others, and you
have never developed the “Hearing
Heart” and cannot recognise your
Lord’s Voice, thus enabling you to go
unhesitatingly forward even when you
cannot see the next step?
What human being can ever enable a
shrinking soul to have the faith which
“steps on the seeming abyss, and finds
the Rock beneath?” Only God can.
So in loving sympathy and understanding with all who long to find a
deeper reality in their spiritual life
and to know what it is to be drawn
into intimate, daily communion and
fellowship with the Lord and Saviour
Himself, I would joyfully and humbly share these experiences, praying
that He Who is so real and so full of
understanding love will use them to
help others into the radiant happiness
of those who can say,
I have seen the Face of Jesus,
Tell me nought of earth beside,
I have heard the Voice of Jesus,
And my soul is satisfied.



Fresh insight into

healing
by Francis MacNutt
EVERAL years ago Rev. Don
Williams gave one of those lifechanging talks you hope to hear
every so often to keep you growing.
He said we are now living in a new
cultural era, the age of “post-modernism.” He stated that our entire
culture has moved in that direction
since the 190s, that this culture
shift is not going away, and that it is
deeply aﬀecting our churches, even
if they don’t even know it. The mainline churches (Anglicans, Presbyterians, Lutherans, Methodists, etc.)
are greying year by year and losing
members steadily.
Perhaps you are wondering why we
should talk about post-modernism:
“What in the world is this newfound
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label, and who cares? I know what I
believe and that’s good enough for
me!” But we need to understand what’s
happening because it’s affecting all of
us, whether we know it or not – especially the younger generation. And it’s
deeply affecting the disputes agitating
most churches.
The reason I’m writing about this
new worldview is because I believe that
our own experience of Jesus’ healing is
the bridge we need to bring Christianity to this generation when older methods fail. Let me explain in as simple a
way as possible.
One of the signs of holding a postmodernistic outlook is that the person
no longer believes in “objective truth.”
Instead, truth is subjective: “One
person’s truth is as good as anybody

else’s.” If you ever loved Frank Sinatra’s
song, I Did It My Way, you were singing the new theme song of our age.
For example, the churches used to
teach that same-sex sexual activity was
objectively wrong, but today a homosexual may say simply, “I challenge that
because of my own personal experience.” Personal, subjective experience
becomes the criterion of truth rather
than some commandment proposed
by Scripture or the authority of the
church. I think all of us can recognise
that an extraordinary shift has taken
place in the past 30 years. Being “inclusive” is a main value in the post-modern church.
One major aspect of this shift that is
taking place – and we really need to be
aware of it – is much more fundamental than the issues that are dividing
many churches (for example: should
women be ordained?).
It has to do with the very centre of
our Christian belief, set forth in the
Creed we all recite. That is, simply,
our belief in the physical Resurrection of Jesus – the empty tomb and
Jesus’ physical body risen from the
dead and still alive. I’m writing this
article during the Easter season when
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we celebrate that Resurrection in the
most important feast of the Christian
year: “Christ has died. Christ is risen.
Christ will come again!”
But now some prominent Scripture
scholars and theologians are openly
challenging the traditional belief in
the Resurrection. They are interviewed
on some well-advertised TV specials.
Some are members of the Jesus Seminar where they vote on Jesus’ sayings
in the Gospels. They have four choices:
Jesus said it; he probably said it; he
probably didn’t say it; or he didn’t say
it at all. These scholars are very bright
and articulate. Although you may have
never personally heard them, they are
changing the way Scripture is being
taught in some seminaries.
To give you an example of how the
ancient belief in the bodily Resurrection is being questioned, I’ve been
reading a book by a brilliant author
in which he states that the Resurrection was simply a powerful memory of
Jesus’ living on in his friends’ memories. Jesus was a great leader, so loved
by His followers that after He died,
his presence in memory was so strong
that it was as if He were still alive. By
the time the Gospels were written, 40
years after the Crucifixion, the next
generation of followers (such as Luke)
spoke and wrote as if Jesus were still
alive. They had come to believe it, and
that’s the new understanding of His
Resurrection.
In the first place, this decline in some
scholars’ belief in the Gospels goes
back several hundred years, when some
theologians, especially in Germany,
started to question whether Jesus’
healings and exorcisms had actually
occurred. These scholars’ need to verify
all truth scientifically and rationally
led to the denial of the “supernatural”
which cannot be measured (this was
the era of “modernism”). The technical
term for the abandoning of belief in
Jesus’ miracles is “demythologising the
Gospels.” This process has gone on for
many years and has affected almost all
the Christian churches to some degree
or another – except the Pentecostals.
How else can we explain how the
evangelicals, including Baptists who
believe so strongly in the Bible’s truth,
also believe that healing and exorcism
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have largely ceased?
To be consistent, once one questions
the actions of Jesus – his “works” in
healing the sick – what is to prevent
questioning his sayings in the Gospels
when they challenge the prevailing
beliefs of our society? It is amazing, for
example, to read the popular commentaries on Scripture by William Barclay.
You will find his books in almost every
Christian bookstore and you will
notice that every time he comments on
a healing or exorcism, he states that Jesus lived in a superstitious world where
the people believed in such things as
evil spirits. Jesus’ power to heal was
simply the people’s primitive belief in
Him, which led to the power of suggestion healing these simple people.

It lies in a personal
encounter
The best way our post-modern society
can return to a belief in Jesus’ Resurrection lies in a personal encounter
with God. In an era when personal,
subjective experience is what counts,
the best way to return to a belief in the
risen Christ is to meet him – like the
disciples on the Emmaus Road. This is
the way it happened 2 000 years ago,

and this is the way it will again happen
today.
Thus, the restoration of the healing
ministry is even more important than
it was 30 years ago when I first started
praying for the sick.
Our experience is that the person
who receives a healing or deliverance
no longer has a problem believing Jesus
is alive. Often it goes beyond a believing – it’s a knowing. Jesus is not just
a memory, not just a great leader who
lived 2 000 years ago. He lives!
When people experience the baptism of the Spirit and the gifts of the
Spirit (such as healing) they no longer
question the Resurrection. If we need
to know by experience and not just
because someone with authority has
told us what to believe, then this
marvellous renewal of the Spirit is just
the kind of evangelisation we need in
our day. It’s the same kind of evangelisation they practiced in the early
Church. Read again chapters three
and four of Acts where Peter and John
use the healing of the lame man as a
powerful motive to meet the One who
healed him – Jesus Christ.
“All I want is to know Christ and the
power of his resurrection (Philippians
3:10a).”

The foulest filth under the cleanest cloak

by J. C. Philpot (1858)
“Take heed unto yourselves (Acts 20:28)!”
HERE are few Christians who have not ever found SELF to be their
greatest enemy. The pride, unbelief, hardness, and impenitence of
a man’s own heart; the deceitfulness, hypocrisy, and wickedness of his
own fallen nature; the lusts and passions, filth and folly of his own carnal
mind; will not only ever be his greatest burden, but will ever prove his
most dreaded foe!
Enemies we shall have from outside, and we may at times keenly feel their
bitter speeches and cruel words and actions. But no enemy can injure us like
ourselves! In five minutes a man may do himself more real harm, than all his
enemies united could do to injure him in 50 years!
To yourself you can be the most insidious enemy and the greatest foe!
In all its forms, SELF in its inmost spirit is still a... deceitful, subtle, restless,
proud, and impatient creature; masking its real character in a thousand ways,
and concealing its destructive designs by countless devices.
We have but to look on the professing church to find... the highest pride under the lowest humility, the greatest ignorance under the vainest self-conceit,
the basest treachery under the warmest profession, the vilest sensuality under
the most heavenly piety, and the foulest filth under the cleanest cloak.
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Adventures with

‘holy Money’

by Anonymous
OLY money! What an odd
expression that is! God’s Little
Instruction Book says, “We make
a living by what we get; we make a
life by what we give,” and receive, I
might add! There have been some
wonderful adventures with the Lord
for me regarding what I’ve come
to call holy money. I thought I’d
like to share a few of them because
adventures with the Lord are open
to all of us, all of the time.
Adventures with the Lord begin with
prayer; not someone else’s prayer, but
my own and your own. Holy money is
that which we offer to God in prayer;
listening, and following His instructions about what to do with it. Where
does He want it to go? How much?
When?
Of course, God who made the universe and keeps it all held together by
the power of His word (Hebrews 1:1-3),
does not need any money, but there are
at least three ways the Bible mentions
that we can have holy communion
with Him through dollars and cents:
the tithe, offerings, and alms to the
poor.
A tithe is one tenth of our income.
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The Bible tells us that it is the Lord’s
and in Malachi 3:10-17 the Lord says,
“Bring the tithe and test me now. See
if I don’t pour you out a blessing so big
that there’s not room enough to receive
it.” This is the only place I know of
where we are challenged to test God.
God accuses those who don’t tithe of
robbing Him and causing disruption
in their relationship with Him.
The tenth is the money part or tithe:
10 cents from one dollar. But the holy
part is the praying part – part and
parcel of the tithing part. For example,
with my gift in my hand, I silently
pray, “Lord, as an act of worship, I
bring you not only this money, which
I pray you will use for your purpose,
but also I bring my heart as well.” My
heart usually needs some cleaning up,
or at the very least, renewed commitment to His will, and besides my heart
is a more important offering. Matthew
15:8 and Isaiah 29:13 offer stern warnings for people who make sure the
rituals are right, but whose hearts are
far from God.
I continue my prayer by saying, “I
look forward to the blessings that you
promise. Please fix my receiver so I
won’t miss them. Thank you for invit-

ing me close to You this way.”
An offering is a gift above the tithe
and can be many different things for
many different reasons. The Bible
speaks of many types of offerings:
thank-you offerings, offerings to show
new willingness to obey, food and
drink offerings, and burnt offerings.
Burnt offerings are a great way to
close the door on past involvement in
occult practices. In Acts 19:19 its says
that new converts repented from their
pagan and occult practices, and publicly burned their books of magic. This
is a very serious matter; some people
have received great spiritual freedom
after they have been led to burn idols
or fetishes to other gods that they
bought innocently as souvenirs as they
travelled in other cultures.
Offerings can be a gift of time,
hospitality, transportation, work, even
grass seed – almost anything the Lord
inspires you to give. Jesus said in Mark
9:42 and Matthew 10:42, “Give and
it will be given to you, full measure
pressed down, running over shall men
heap into your arms.” That’s why we
need our receptors open to receive
what the Lord will send our way, as
well as our ears and hearts open to
Prepare the Way

hear what He asks us to share with
others. Praying, listening, and following directions are keys to dealing with
holy money!
Alms are gifts to those less fortunate
than we. “Whoever gives to the poor
lends to the Lord. He will repay (Proverbs 19:17).” Jesus mentioned that the
poorer (than we) will always be around
and that we can do something about
it any time we want to (Mark 14:7).
There always seem to be people around
who are richer and those around who
have less. I find I’m not the richest or
the poorest person I know!
Psalm 41:1-3 says, “Blessed is he who
helps the poor (weak). The Lord delivers them from troubles; will protect
them and keep them alive. He will
bless them in the land and will not
surrender them to the desires of their
enemies. He will sustain them when
they are sick and He will restore them
from illness.”
That’s encouraging to me. However,
there are some important giving ethics.
Jesus said, “I only do what the Father
tells me (John 5:17,19,30).” It is important to ask, “Do I help this person,
Lord?” “How much?” “When?” “How
do I honour your direction for not letting my right hand know what my left
hand is doing?”
Sometimes He says, “No,” or “Not
now.” Sometimes He says to first go
and make peace with someone I’m
at odds with. He speaks to us by His
Holy Spirit, with a gentle impression
in our mind or heart. If He says, “Yes,
now,” He will also indicate a specific
amount. Ask and see how He guides
you when you have a prompting to
give.
This business of keeping your right
hand from knowing what your left
hand is doing is an adventure in itself.
I had an assignment once to do three
good deeds anonymously in two
weeks. If I was found out I had to
start over. I found myself alone in an
untidy rest room at my work place. I
straightened up the best I could and
got so tickled about how ridiculous
I felt looking over my shoulder every
second, that I told a friend about it. So
I couldn’t count it as one of my three!
You can’t imagine how complicated it
can get sometimes trying to do somePrepare the Way

thing good that only the Lord can see.
Sometimes in obeying holy money
directions, the gift the Lord tells me
to make is just not tax-deductible. I
don’t believe He minds at all for us to
get deductions as long as they are legal.
When they are not deductible just
dedicate a “lost tax deduction” offering
to Him. Sometimes He asks us to give
to someone or an agency that seems to
have more than we do, but He knows
the inside story and we don’t.
Sometimes we are impressed to give
to a church or ministry that has special
needs or whose work seems to honour
God and bless people in Jesus Name.
When that happens pray about when,
how and the exact amount, then
dedicate your gifts to His purpose.
In giving to a person, sometimes it is
important to give in secret so that the
person doesn’t feel exposed, obligated,
or grateful to me.

Receiving as
holy as giving
Sometimes someone gives me something and says the Lord told them to
do it. That’s when I really need my
receiver and my discerner to work especially well, because what is happening here is holy – blessings might be
coming back! There is a time to receive
because receiving can be as holy as giving. When this happens I offer thanks
to God and ask Him to multiply the
Gift back to the giver.
I say discernment is needed in receiving because sometimes people might
offer gifts in gratitude that are inappropriate for me to receive. In 2 Kings
5:15&16, the prophet said, “I can’t take
money for what God gave or did.” In
Matthew 10:7-8, Jesus said, “Freely you
have received; freely give.”
When someone offers me a gift that
they think the Lord told them to give,
but I feel is off target, I may accept
it in Jesus name and tell the person
how loving the gift is and suggest that
together we decide where He might
want us to spend it. There is Christian
quicksand here – trust the Holy Spirit.
An appropriate place to give might be
a church, ministry or Christian organisation where God has blessed the
person or me. If they still insist that it
is for me, but I don’t feel God’s peace, I

accept it but I won’t spend it on myself
unless I receive the Lord’s peace first. I
will simply ask Him where He wants
the gift to go. It is important for me to
honour that the other person can hear
from the Lord as well as I can.
Giving and receiving provide opportunities of holy communion with God
and each other and with churches and
ministries. Giving and receiving afford
great and small adventures and joy in
the Lord. At times He has let me know
that what came to my mind to give was
exact to the penny of a specific need,
and that it arrived at exactly the right
time for a specific emergency of which
I was not aware.
I’ve made mistakes also; giving too
much or too little at the wrong time,
in the wrong way, but He is teaching
me gently to hear more clearly and
obey more perfectly. He promised in
John 10:5, 27 that we would know His
voice and not follow another. This
means that if our hearts are willing He
will teach us to hear Him and help us
to obey.
A Christian therapist and friend
of mine, Cindy Patten, says, “You
know how money gets away from us
sometimes? I pray that not one cent
that leaves my hand will ever go for
anything God doesn’t approve.” Now
that is the best money prayer and heart
attitude that I have heard anywhere. It
challenges me to pray diligently about
all my spending. Like 2 Corinthians
9:8 says, “God is able to make all grace
abound giving you everything you
need and more so that not only will
there be enough for your needs but
plenty left over to give joyfully to others.”
Giving and receiving is an earthly
adventure with heavenly connections;
and besides being holy it is wonderful
fun. I hope this testimony encourages
you to consider holy money adventures
with the Lord as something to embark
upon with high expectations. If you’ve
never thought of money this way and if
you’ve made mistakes and feel discouraged, I pray that you will begin with
joy again today and never give up.
Don’t do nothing just because you
can’t do everything! When I don’t have
enough to meet the need, I give what
the Lord directs me and I ask Him to
multiply it like the loaves and fishes.
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The Christian’s
greatest enemy
by A.W. Tozer
“Across the Jordan in the land of Moab, Moses
undertook to expound this law, saying, ‘The
Lord our God spoke to us at Horeb, saying,
“You have stayed long enough at this mountain. Turn and set your journey, and go to the
hill country (Deuteronomy 1:5-8)…”’”
N the Old Testament, the enemy
that threatened Israel the most
was the dictatorship of the customary. Israel became accustomed to
walking around in circles and was
blissfully content to stay by the
safety of the mountain for a while.
To put it another way, it was the
psychology of the usual.
God finally broke into the rut they
were in and said, “You have been here
long enough. It is time for you to move
on.”
To put Israel’s experience into perspective for our benefit today, we must
see that the mountain represents a
spiritual experience or a spiritual state
of affairs. Israel’s problem was that
they had given up hope of ever getting
the land God had promised them.
They had become satisfied with going
in circles and camping in nice, comfortable places. They had come under
the spell of the psychology of the routine. It kept them where they were and
prevented them from getting the riches
God had promised them.
If their enemy, the Edomites, would
have come after them, the Israelites
would have fought down to the last
man and probably would have beaten
the Edomites – Israel would have
made progress. Instead they were
twiddling their thumbs, waiting for
the customary to keep on being the
customary.
What is the worst enemy the church
faces today?
This is where a lot of unreality and
unconscious hypocrisy enters. Many
are ready to say, “The liberals are our
worst enemy.” But the simple fact is
that the average evangelical church
does not have too much trouble with
liberalism. We just cannot hide behind
liberalism and say that it is our worst
enemy.
Neither do we have a problem with
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the government. People can do just
about whatever they please and the
government pays no attention. We can
hold prayer meetings all night if we
want, and the government would never
bother us or question us. There is no
secret police breathing down our backs
watching our every move. We live in a
free land, and we ought to thank God
every day for that privilege.
The treacherous enemy facing the
church of Jesus Christ today is the dictatorship of the routine, when the routine becomes “lord” in the life of the
church. Programmes are organised and
the prevailing conditions are accepted
as normal. Anyone can predict next
Sunday’s service and what will happen. This seems to be the most deadly
threat in the church today. When we
come to the place where everything
can be predicted and nobody expects
anything unusual from God, we are in
a rut.
The routine dictates, and we can tell
not only what will happen next Sunday, but what will occur next month
and, if things do not improve, what
will take place next year. Then we have
reached the place where what has been
determines what is, and what is determines what will be.
That would be perfectly all right and
proper for a cemetery. Nobody expects
a cemetery to do anything but conform. The greatest conformists in the
world today are those who sleep in the
cemetery. They don’t bother anyone.
They just lie there, and it is perfectly
all right for them to do so.
You can predict what everyone will
do in the cemetery from the deceased
right down to the people who attend a
funeral there. Everyone and everything
in a cemetery has accepted the routine.
Nobody expects anything out of those
buried in the cemetery. But the church
is not a cemetery and we should expect
much from it, because what has been
should not be lord to tell us what is,
and what is should not be ruler to tell
us what will be. God’s people are supposed to grow.
As long as there is growth, there is
an air of unpredictability. Certainly

we cannot predict exactly, but in many
churches you just about can. Everybody
knows just what will happen, and this has
become our deadliest enemy. We blame the
devil, the “last days” and anything else we
can think of, but the greatest enemy is not
outside of us. It is within – it is an attitude
of accepting things as they are. We believe
that what was must always determine what
will be, and as a result we are not growing
in expectation.
As soon as someone begins talking like
this, the Lord’s people respond by getting
busy. What I’m talking about, however, is
internal. It is a matter of the soul and mind
that ultimately determines our conduct.
Let me show you the progressive stages.
I began with what I call the rote. This
is repetition without feeling. If someday
someone would read the Scripture and
believe it, there would be a blessed spiritual
revolution underway in a short time. But
too many are caught up in the rote, repeating without feeling, without meaning,
without wonder and without any happy
surprises or expectations.
In our services God cannot get in because
we have it all fixed up for Him. We say,
“Lord, we are going to have it this way.
Now kindly bless our plans.” We repeat
without feeling, we repeat without meaning, we sing without wonder, and we listen
without surprise. That is my description of
the rote.
We go one step further and come to what
I will call the rut, which is bondage to the
rote. When we are unable to see and sense
bondage to the rote, we are in rut. For
example, a man may be sick and not even
know it. The doctors may have confided
in the man’s wife instead, “We don’t want
to frighten your husband, but he could
drop any minute. He is critically ill, so just
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expect it any moment.”
The man himself does not know he is
seriously ill. He goes about his business as
if nothing is wrong. He may play golf or
tennis, maybe even go on a hunting trip.
He is sick, and yet he does not know how
sick he really is. This may, in fact, hasten
his end. Not knowing is risky business and
full of danger. Spiritually speaking, the
rut is bondage to the rote, and the greatest
danger lies in our inability to sense or feel
this bondage.
There is a third word, and I do not
particularly like to use it, but the history
of the church is filled with it. The word is
rot. The church is afflicted by dry rot. This
is best explained when the psychology of
non-expectation takes over and spiritual
rigidity sets in, which is an inability to
visualise anything better, a lack of desire
for improvement.
There are many who respond by arguing,
“I know lots of evangelical churches that
would like to grow, and they do their best
to get the crowds in.” That is true, but they
are trying to get people to come and share
their rut. They want people to help them
celebrate the rote and finally join in the
rot. Because the Holy Spirit is not given
the chance to work in our services, nobody is repenting, nobody is seeking God,
nobody is spending a day in quiet waiting
on God with open Bible seeking to mend
his or her ways.
Nobody is doing it - we just want more
people. But more people for what? More
people to come and repeat our dead services without feeling, without meaning,
without wonder, without surprise? More
people to join us in the bondage to the
rote? For the most part, spiritual rigidity
that cannot bend is too weak to notice how
weak it is.
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For clarification, what is the church?
When I say that a church gets into the
rote and then on to the rut and finely
to the rot, what am I talking about?
For one thing, the church is not the
building. A church is an assembly of
individuals. The church is not an entity in itself, but rather is composed of
individual persons. It is the same error
made about the state. Politicians sometimes talk about the state as though it
were an entity in itself. Social workers
talk about society, but society is people. So is the church.
The church is made up of real people,
and when they come together we have
the church. Whatever the people are
who make up the church, that is the
kind of church it is – no worse and no
better, no wiser, no holier, no more
ardent and no more worshipful. To improve or change the church you must
begin with individuals.
When people in the church only
point to others for improvement and
not to themselves, it is sure evidence
that the church has come to dry rot. It
is proof of three sins: the sin of selfrighteousness, the sin of judgement
and the sin of complacency.

Lord is it I?
When our Lord said, “One of you
will betray Me,” thank God those
disciples had enough spirituality that
nobody said, “Lord, is it he?” Every one
of those disciples said, “Lord, is it I?”
If they would not have so responded
there could not have been a Pentecost.
But because they were humble enough
to point the finger in their own direction the Holy Spirit fell upon them.
Self-righteousness is terrible among
God’s people. If we feel that we are
what we ought to be, then we will
remain what we are. We will not look
for any change or improvement in our
lives. This will quite naturally lead us
to judge everyone by what we are. This
is the judgement of which we must be
careful. To judge others by ourselves is
to create havoc in the local assembly.
Self-righteousness also leads to complacency. Complacency is a great sin
and covers just about everything I have
said about the rote and the rut. Some
have the attitude, “Lord, I’m satisfied
with my spiritual condition. I hope
one of these days You’ll come, I will be
taken up to meet You in the air and I
will rule over five cities.”
These people cannot rule over their

own houses and families, but they
expect to rule over five cities. They pray
spottily and sparsely, rarely attending
prayer meetings, but they read their
Bibles and expect to go zooming off
into the blue yonder and join the Lord
in the triumph of the victorious saints.
I wonder if we are not fooling ourselves. I wonder if a lot of it is simply
self-deception. I hear the voice of Jesus
saying to us, “You have stayed long
enough where you are. Break camp and
advance into the hill country.”
This would be a new spiritual experience that God has for us. Everything
Jesus Christ did for us we can have
in this age. Victorious living, joyous
living, holy living, fruitful living,
wondrous, ravishing knowledge of the
Triune God – all of this is ours. Power
we never knew before, undreamed of
answers to prayer – this is ours.
“See, I have given you this land. Go
in and take possession of it.” The Lord
gave it to you in a covenant. Go take it
– it’s yours. It was given to Abraham,
Isaac, Jacob and all their seed after.
Jesus prayed, “My prayer is not for
them alone. I pray also for those who
will believe in Me through their message (John. 17:20).” That embraces
all those who belong to the church of
Jesus Christ.
If we call Him Lord, how dare we
sit any longer in the rut! The Lord has
called us to move on. But when people
are in a rut, not even the angel Gabriel
can help them if they will not come
out of it. This is not an accusation but
a suggestion. If you are not in a rut,
don’t get mad – somebody else is. But
if you are in a rut you ought to get out
of it.
The difference between a wooden
leg and a good leg is that if you prick
a wooden leg the person would never
notice. The difference between a
church that has dry rot and a church
that is alive is that if you prick the live
church it will respond. If you prick the
other kind, it is already dead.
The tree that stands alive has lush,
green leaves. Take a knife, scar the
bark deeply and the tree will bleed. It
is alive. The old dead tree just stands
there, a watchtower for old sentinel
crows. Take your knife and dig in as
far as you want to, and nothing will
happen because the tree is dead.
So it is with my message. If you’ll get
neither mad nor glad nor sad under
my preaching, I know nothing can be
done. But there are some who are alive,
and I believe it is the majority.
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by William Booth (1829-1912)
N a recent journey, I was
thinking about the condition of the multitudes around me.
They were living carelessly in the
most open and shameless rebellion
against God, without a thought for
their eternal welfare.
As I looked out of the window, I
seemed to see them all... millions of
people all around me given over to
their drink and their pleasure, their
dancing and their music, their business
and their anxieties, their politics and
their troubles. Ignorant – willfully
ignorant in many cases, and in other
instances knowing all about the truth
and not caring at all. But all of them,
the whole mass of them, sweeping on
and up in their blasphemies and devilries to the Throne of God. While my
mind was thus engaged, I had a vision.
I saw a dark and stormy ocean. Over
it the black clouds hung heavily;
through them every now and then
vivid lightning flashed and loud thunder rolled, while the winds moaned,
and the waves rose and foamed, towered and broke, only to rise and foam,
tower and break again.
In that ocean I thought I saw myriads
of poor human beings plunging and
floating, shouting and shrieking, cursing and struggling and drowning; and
as they cursed and screamed they rose
and shrieked again, and then some
sank to rise no more.
And I saw out of this dark angry
ocean, a mighty rock that rose up with
its summit towering high above the
black clouds that overhung the stormy
sea. And all around the base of this
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great rock I saw a vast platform. On
to this platform, I saw with delight a
number of the poor struggling, drowning wretches continually climbing out
of the angry ocean. And I saw that a
few of those who were already safe on
the platform were helping the poor
creatures still in the angry waters to
reach the place of safety.
On looking more closely I found
a number of those who had been
rescued, industriously working and
scheming by ladders, ropes, boats and
other means, to deliver the poor strugglers out of the sea. Here and there
were some who actually jumped into
the water, regardless of the consequences, in their passion to “rescue the
perishing.” And I hardly know which
gladdened me the most – the sight of
the poor drowning people climbing on
to the rocks reaching a place of safety,
or the devotion and self-sacrifice or
those whose whole being was wrapped
up in the effort for their deliverance.
As I looked on, I saw that the occupants of that platform were a mixed
company. They were divided into
different “sets” or classes, and they
occupied themselves with different
pleasures and employments. But only
a very few of them seemed to make it
their business to get the people out of
the sea.
But what puzzled me most was that
though all of them had been rescued
at one time or another from the ocean,
nearly everyone seemed to have forgotten all about it. It seemed the memory
of its darkness and danger no longer
troubled them at all. And what seemed
equally strange and perplexing to me

was that these people didn’t even seem
to have any care about the poor perishing ones who were struggling and
drowning right before their very eyes...
many of whom were their own husbands and wives, brothers and sisters
and even their own children.
Now this astonishing unconcern
could not have been through ignorance or lack of knowledge, because
they lived right there in full sight of it
all and even talked about it sometimes.
Many even went regularly to hear lectures and sermons in which the awful
state of these poor drowning creatures
was described.
I have said that the occupants of this
platform were engaged in different
pursuits and pastimes. Some of them
were absorbed in trading and business
in order to make gain, storing up their
savings in boxes, safes and the like.
Many spent their time in amusing
themselves with growing flowers on
the side of the rock, others in painting
pieces of cloth or in playing music, or
in dressing themselves up and walking
about to be admired. Some occupied
themselves in eating and drinking,
others were taken up with arguing
about the poor drowning creatures
that had already been rescued.
But the thing to me that seemed the
most amazing was that those on the
platform to whom He called, who
heard His voice and felt that they
ought to obey, those who confessed
to love Him much and were in full
sympathy with Him in the task He
had undertaken, who worshipped
Him or who professed to do so – they
were so taken up with their trades and
professions, their money saving and
pleasures, their families and circles,
their religions and arguments about it,
and their preparation for going to the
mainland, that they did not listen to
the cry that came to them from this
Wonderful Being who had Himself
gone down into the sea. Anyway, if
they heard it they did not heed it. They
did not care. And so the multitude
went on right before them struggling
and shrieking and drowning in the
darkness.
And then I saw something that
seemed to me even more strange than
anything that had gone on before in
this strange vision. I saw that some of
these people on the platform whom
this Wonderful Being had called to,
wanting them to come and help Him
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in His difficult task of saving these
perishing creatures, were always praying and crying out to Him to come to
them!
Some wanted Him to come and stay
with them, and spend His time and
strength in making them happier.
Others wanted Him to come and
take away various doubts and misgivings they had concerning the truth
of some letters He had written them.
Some wanted Him to come and make
them feel more secure on the rock – so
secure that they would be quite sure
that they should never slip off again
into the ocean. Numbers of others
wanted Him to make them feel quite
certain that they would really get off
the rock and on to the mainland someday: because as a matter of fact, it was
well known that some had walked so
carelessly as to lose their footing, and
had fallen back again into the stormy
waters.
So these people used to meet and get
up as high on the rock as they could,
and looking towards the mainland
(where they thought the Great Being
was) they would cry out, “Come to us!
Come and help us!” And all the while
He was down (by His Spirit) among
the poor struggling, drowning creatures in the angry deep, with His arms
around them trying to drag them out,
and looking up – oh! so longingly but
all in vain – to those on the rock, crying to them with His voice all hoarse
from calling, “Come to Me! Come,
and help Me!”
And then I understood it all. It was
plain enough. The sea was the ocean
of life – the sea of real, actual human
existence. That lightning was the
gleaming of piercing truth coming
from Jehovah’s Throne. That thunder
was the distant echoing of the wrath
of God. Those multitudes of people
shrieking, struggling and agonising in
the stormy sea, was the thousands and
thousands of poor harlots and harlotmakers, of drunkards and drunkard
makers, of thieves, liars, blasphemers
and ungodly people of every kindred,
tongue and nation.
Oh, what a black sea it was! And oh,
what multitudes of rich and poor, ignorant and educated were there. They
were all so unalike in their outward
circumstances and conditions, yet all
alike in one thing – all sinners before
God – all held by, and holding on to,
some iniquity, fascinated by some idol,
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the slaves of some devilish lust, and
ruled by the foul fiend from the bottomless pit!
“All alike in one thing?” No, all alike
in two things – not only the same in
their wickedness but, unless rescued,
the same in their sinking, sinking
down, down, down... to the same
terrible doom. That great sheltering
rock represented Calvary, the place
where Jesus had died for them. And
the people on it were those who had
been rescued. The way they used their
energies, gifts and time represented the
occupations and amusements of those
who professed to be saved from sin
and hell – followers of the Lord Jesus
Christ.

True soldiers of the cross
The handful of fierce, determined
ones, who were risking their own
lives in saving the perishing were true
soldiers of the cross of Jesus. That
Mighty Being who was calling to them
from the midst of the angry waters was
the Son of God, “the same yesterday,
today and forever” who is still struggling and interceding to save the dying
multitudes about us from this terrible
damnation, and whose voice can be
heard above the music, machinery, and
noise of life, calling on the rescued to
come and help Him save the world.
My friends in Christ, you are rescued
from the waters, you are on the rock,
He is in the dark sea calling on you to
come to Him and help Him. Will you
go? Look for yourselves. The surging
sea of life, crowded with perishing
multitudes rolls up to the very spot on
which you stand.
Leaving the vision, I now come to
speak of the fact – a fact that is as real
as the Bible, as real as the Christ who
hung upon the cross, as real as the
judgement day will be, and as real as
the heaven and hell that will follow it.
Look! Don’t be deceived by appearances – men and things are not what
they seem. All who are not on the rock
are in the sea! Look at them from the
standpoint of the great White Throne,
and what a sight you have! Jesus
Christ, the Son of God is, through
His Spirit, in the midst of this dying
multitude, struggling to save them.
And He is calling on you to jump into
the sea – to go right away to His side
and help Him in the holy strife. Will
you jump? That is, will you go to His

feet and place yourself absolutely at
His disposal?
A young Christian once came to me,
and told me that for some time she
had been giving the Lord her profession and prayers and money, but now
she wanted to give Him her life. She
wanted to go right into the fight. In
other words, she wanted to go to His
assistance in the sea.
As when a man from the shore, seeing another struggling in the water,
takes off those outer garments that
would hinder his efforts and leaps to
the rescue, so will you who still linger
on the bank, thinking and singing and
praying about the poor perishing souls,
lay aside your shame, your pride, your
cares about other people’s opinions,
your love of ease and all the selfish
loves that have kept you back for so
long, and rush to the rescue of this
multitude of dying men and women?
Does the surging sea look dark and
dangerous? Unquestionably so. There
is no doubt that the leap for you, as for
everyone who takes it, means difficulty
and scorn and suffering. For you it may
mean more than this. It may mean
death. He who beckons you from the
sea however, knows what it will mean
– and knowing, He still calls to you
and bids to you to come.
You must do it! You cannot hold
back. You have enjoyed yourself in
Christianity long enough. You have
had pleasant feelings, pleasant songs,
pleasant meetings, pleasant prospects.
There has been much of human happiness, much clapping of hands and
shouting of praises – much of heaven
on earth.
Now then, go to God and tell Him
you are prepared to turn your back
upon it all, and that you are willing to
spend the rest of your days struggling
in the midst of these perishing multitudes, whatever it may cost you.
You must do it. With the light that
has now broken in upon your mind
and the call that is now sounding in
your ears, and the beckoning hands
that are now before your eyes, you have
no alternative. To go down among the
perishing crowds is your duty. Your
happiness from now on will consist
in sharing their misery, your ease in
sharing their pain, your crown in helping them to bear their cross, and your
heaven in going into the very jaws of
hell to rescue them.
Now what will you do?
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by Jesse Morrell
AITH. Has anything been
doubted more severely and has
anything been more passionately believed? Throughout time kings have
tried to slay it, politicians have tried
to outlaw it, mobs have tried to beat
it, and yet it’s alive and well today!
The strongest force in the world is
faith. Faith calms the storm and walks
on water. It has humbled the intellectual and enlightened the uneducated.
Faith stands tall on its feet in strength
when mighty empires crumble and
fall to their knees. Though faith is
foolishness to a foolish world, faith has
overcome the world when all else has
succumbed to it (1 John 5:4).
We live in an era of complacent
Christian living. Complacency is
rotting the very bones of the Church.
Men desire to have the least amount
of responsibility towards Christ and
yet receive the most amount of reward
from Christ. As weeds are to a field so
are the unfruitful to the Church (Matthew 13:24-43).
The attitude and message today is
believe-and-receive while the biblical
message has always been repent-andbelieve (Mark 1:15).
Faith entails and includes more than
some admit. It is a common thought
and message today that repentance
is not necessary for salvation because
you’d be adding works to faith. While
it is faith only that saves us and not any
good works, I don’t see how you can
separate faith from works, especially
the work of repentance (Luke 13:3).
What is one without the other?
Faith that works is truly a working
faith. Real faith is an active faith. A
faith that moves mountains is far from
being idle! Faith that is real is violently
forceful spiritually and aggressively active physically. We do not need to add
works to faith, because they should
already be there.
If a man desperately needs a car and
he hears over the radio that a certain
car dealership is giving away all their
cars for free, yet he doesn’t act, we
would all safely conclude that he had
no faith. He must have not trusted the
offer. Had he trusted it, he would have
found his way to the dealership even if
he had to run to it.
Likewise, when a man hears the
claims of salvation and says Oh I
believe all that – yet he is not willing to
leave his sin for the Saviour and serve
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Him, it can be safely concluded that he
had no faith.
Under the disguise of adding works
to faith many have subtracted works
from their lives. You cannot remove
works from faith any more than you
could remove moister from water.
What good is a perfume without a fragrance? And what good is inward faith
that does not produce outward acts of
love and charity?
“You believe that there is one God.
You do well. Even the demons believe
– and tremble (James 2:19)!” Our
faith, meaning our trust in God, ought
to cause us to be willing to do anything that He asks of us. Our faith in
God makes us willing and wanting to
serve Him because of who He is, what
He has done, and what He is going to
do!

How many Christians are there
today who are statue Christians? They
look good, even as good as a statue,
but do absolutely nothing except sit
and stand idly all day long. In essence
many preachers ultimately teach you
can have your sin, you can live entirely
for yourself, and you can get to heaven
at the end of your life as well! This is
appalling to a God who is worthy of
all the fruit we could possibly bear to
him. God will destroy the fig tree if
he comes to it at a time when it has no
fruit (Matthew 21:19).
Works are the expression of a living,
active faith. Works are the branches
that spring up from the roots of faith.
I asked a brother recently: If you saw
a tree without any branches or leaves,
what would you think of it? Without
a moment’s hesitation he simply said:
Dead! A tree without branches and
leaves is a dead tree! “But are you willing to recognise, you foolish fellow,
that faith without works is useless
(James 2:20)?” “For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without
works is dead also (James 2:26).”
T. T. Eaton wrote in his 1906 publication Faith and the Faith: “The
relationship between faith and works
is the relationship between doing and
deeds. To say: show me your faith
without your works and I will show
you my faith by my works (James 2:18),
is equivalent to saying – show me your
doing without your deeds and I will
show you my doings by my deeds. Of
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course there can be no doing without
deeds and no deeds without doing.
He went on to write, “New Testament faith is far more than the mere
acceptance of certain teaching. Faith
is more than believing. A man might
believe everything in the Bible, from
lid to lid, and still be lost. Gospel faith
is a heart trust in Christ as Saviour and
Lord, the heart including the will, so
that actions follow. Faith is not passive.
It is the doing. Christian faith involves
turning from sin to God, surrendering
the will to Christ, and throwing one’s
whole power into His service.”
Who can genuinely deny that faith
must work in light of the scriptures?
Was John the Baptist out of line when
he said bear fruits worthy of repentance (Matthew 3:8)? Did Christ intend
to have a stagnant Church when He
said “Let your light so shine before
men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven (Matthew 5:16)”? Will a Christian
be judged by his faith or by his works?
You are saved by grace through faith
(Ephesians 2:8-9) but you are judged
and rewarded by your works (2 Corinthians 5:10).
Our attitude must be that of our
Lord Himself who said “I must work
the works of Him who sent Me while
it is day (John 9:4).”
A couple of hundred years ago the old
Methodists would sing a hymn which
would do us some good if we learn
it today. The fifth stanza sums it up
plainly and painfully. May this be our
prayer:
Lord, shall we live so sluggish still,
And never act our part?
Come, Holy Dove, from the heavenly
hill,
And warm our frozen hearts!
While the questions of a child are innumerable – the value of their answers
at times are immeasurable. Children
have a way of educating adults. As a
family returned home from church,
the child asked “Mommy, the preacher
said that God lives inside of us. Is that
true?”
The mother with a smile responded
with, “Yes dear. God lives inside of us.”
With a look of confusion the child
asked, “Isn’t it true that God is bigger
than us?”
“Yes, God is bigger than us,” the
mother said.
After some quick thoughts the
child said, “Then shouldn’t He show
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through?”
Faith cannot help but work. If it fails
to work it fails to be living faith. A
Christian cannot help but bear fruit
to his Lord as long as he has living
faith. If he fails to serve, he fails to be
a servant. A mirror cannot help but
reflect. That’s just what it does. We are
to be mirror images of the Christ who
served and loved God by serving and
loving men.
“But we all, with unveiled faces, beholding as in a mirror the glory of the
Lord, are being transformed into the
same image from glory to glory, just as
by the Spirit of the Lord (2 Corinthians 13:18).”

Moses was a friend of God, who
walked with God, and had been in
God’s presence so much that his face
shone brightly and needed to be veiled.
As a great preacher once said: When
Moses left nobody knew where he went,
but when he returned everyone knew
where he had been.
God must shine through or God is
not there. A bush that doesn’t burn
does not have God. The Christian
must shine with love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control (Galatians
5:22-23) or the Spirit of God is not in
him.
There are many veiled faces and mute
mouths today. We’ve played the fool
and have put our lamps under the bed
(Mark 4:21). It’s time that our light
shines through to brighten this dark
world. It’s time that we allow our faith
to flow out so that it can flood and fill
this dry land!
The hall of fame of Heaven’s heroes,
Hebrews 11, describes to our shame
the tremendous works of faith God
has done through men. Their faith
was always accompanied by works;
who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained
promises, stopped the mouths of lions,
quenched the violence of fire, escaped
the edge of the sword, out of weakness
were made strong, became valiant in
battle, turned to flight the armies of
the aliens. Women received their dead
raised to life again. And others were
tortured, not accepting deliverance,
that they might obtain a better resurrection (Hebrews 11:33-35).

Faith conquers all. Men of greatest
faith will do the greatest works! A
faithful church will be a world-changing church. The men who have done
the greatest good to all of mankind
have all had faith which was faithfully
married to works. Our great need
today calls for great works of faith.
Let me give a final warning. Just as
surely as faith without works is dead,
so also works without faith is dead.
Men try to use works to bring the
assurance which doubt holds captive.
There is a type of works which flows
from a loving heart of faith, and then
there are works created to fill the void
of non-existent faith.
Many do not have the assurance of
salvation by grace through faith. They
feel they must perform certain duties
and works in an attempt to secure
their salvation and to feel saved.
“Not everyone who says to Me,
‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom
of heaven, but he who does the will of
My Father in heaven. Many will say to
Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we
not prophesied in Your name, cast out
demons in Your name, and done many
wonders in Your name?’ And then I
will declare to them, ‘I never knew
you; depart from Me, you who practice
lawlessness!’ (Matthew 7:21-23).”
What a frightful day it will be for
those at The Judgement who start
boastfully spouting off all their works
when they ought to be thanking
Christ for the cross! They will expect
their deeds to be the keys which open
up the gates of Heaven. How shocking it will be when those expecting life
receive death.
The staff of good works for salvation
is a weak one. It will one day break and
those leaning on it will be pierced by
the very thing they thought would save
them. These men haven’t faith, meaning they haven’t trust in the atoning
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. They trust in
themselves and in their works to save
their guilty souls, not knowing they
are adding to their guilt. These men
are not known by the Lord, but He
knows those who trust in Him (Nahum 1:7).
That Day will be great and very terrible (Joel 2:11) for those who have faith
without works and for those who have
works without faith.
May your faith be full of works and
may your works be full of faith, that
we may all be faithful workers!
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Just one new
commandment

by John Gardiner
THINK just about the hardest
thing the Lord ever did was to
forge an unbreakable link between
loving God and loving each other.
Why didn’t He just leave it at the one
commandment: Love God?
After all that’s fairly straightforward
to prove. I go to church, so I love God.
I worship Him, so I must love Him.
I do ministry for Him in His name,
which means I love Him. I read His
Word and pray every day, therefore I
love God. I give 10 percent of everything I earn. Now surely that’s proof
enough that I love God, isn’t it?
Yes, you love your God, and perhaps
there’s some outward evidence of it.
But then the Hindu who puts hooks in
his back and walks across a bed of fire
has outward evidence of his love for his
god. So, too, the Muslim who blows
himself up, along with a few thousand
other people, claims to love his god.
We love our God, they love theirs.
What’s the difference? The difference
is this unbreakable link between loving our God and loving each other!
Now people are quick to say: Well,
you know Jesus commanded you to love
God and love your neighbour as yourself. This, they say, is why it’s so important for you to learn
to love yourself.
In fact, whole
ministries are
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built around this: You have to learn to
love yourself so you can love others.
The problem is, Jesus never commanded that. The only time He ever
said this was when he was quoting the
law of Moses – in Matthew 19:19, Matthew 22:39, Luke 10:27 and Mark 12:31.
In fact, Paul tells us in Romans 13:9
and Galatians 5:14 that we fulfil the
law when we love God and love our
neighbour as ourselves. So you fulfil
the whole law of Moses by loving God
and loving your neighbour as yourself.
But didn’t Jesus command that we
love God and love each other as we
love ourselves? No, that’s how you
fulfil the law. But when it comes to the
new covenant, Jesus said: I’m only giving you one new commandment for the
new covenant.
John 13:34 says “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another.” But this sounds like the
same old one! What’s new about it?
“That you love one another even as I
have loved you, that you also love one
another.”
Jesus always takes it further, doesn’t
He? The law says an eye for an eye, He
says turn the other cheek. The law says
don’t commit adultery, He says if you
look at woman with lust you’ve done
it anyway. The law says don’t murder,
He says if you even get angry with your
brother you’re guilty
He always takes it so much further,
doesn’t He? And so here He says My
new commandment is not to just love
your neighbour as you
love yourself.
But this new
commandment
takes us beyond
mere fulfilment of the
legal requirements of the
law into the full
glory of the new
covenant – into
love your brothers and
sisters in Christ as I have
loved you!
And then in John 13:35 Jesus
says the evidence to the world that

you are My disciple is not that you
say you love God, not that you go to
church or give your money or evangelise, but: “By this all men will know
that you are My disciples, if you have
love for one another.”
The one new commandment is that
we love each other just as Jesus loves
us. And it’s interesting to note that
nowhere here does Jesus even mention
loving God. Of course Jesus is to be
our first love, but it’s interesting that
He doesn’t mention anything here
about loving God.
The one new commandment He gave
us is all about loving each other!
And the new commandment is no
longer to love each other in a vague
kind of way that’s open to your own
interpretation and dependent on how
much you happen to love yourself at
the time. That’s a love with limits, and
the limit is “I.” If “I” is in need today,
then “I” is incapable of loving others
much. Perhaps “I” will be feeling a
little more sprightly tomorrow and I
will then be able to love my neighbour
a bit more.
But Jesus comes along and says “I”
has been crucified with Me! So how
can you possibly use “I” as the yardstick of your love any more?
“I” is dead and buried. No, the new,
higher commandment is that you love
each other with the same limitless
love with which He loves you. A love
without boundaries and limits!
Love your neighbour as yourself is:
I have a pot of food – I will give half to
my neighbour in need. This new commandment is: I give it all, including my
own self!
In the book of 1 John, John expounds
on this one new commandment. 1
John 4:10-12: “In this is love, not that
we loved God, but that He loved us
and sent His Son to be the propitiation
for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved
us, we also ought to love one another.
No one has seen God at any time; if
we love one another, God abides in us,
and His love is perfected in us.”
The challenge of love: “Beloved If God
so loved us, we also ought to love one
another… If we love each other His love
is perfected in us.”
And if that’s not clear enough, then
back up a few verses to verses 7&8:
“My dear friends, we must love each
other. Love comes from God, and
when we love each other, it shows that
we have been given new life. We are
now God’s children, and we know
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Him. God is love, and anyone who
does not love others has never known
Him.”
And so the test of our relationship
with God is reduced to this matter of
love. Not what we do for Him, not
what we say to Him or about Him, but
love. And not our love for Him, but
our love for each other!
And there follows one of the nasty
“ifs” of 1 John: “If someone says, ‘I love
God,’ and does not love his brother,
he is a liar; for the one who does not
love his brother whom he has seen,
cannot love God whom he has not seen
(4:20).”
The test of our whole relationship
with God hangs on this “if.”
If you say you love God and do not
love your brother, you’re a liar and you
can’t love God no matter how much
else you say and do.
Then John says in verse 21, “And this
commandment we have from Him,
that the one who loves God should
love his brother also.”
What commandment? The one new
commandment they received in John
13, to love each other in the same way
Jesus loves us – the only kind of love
that will fully and truly prove to the
world that we are His disciples.
And I’m afraid it gets even worse!
How do you know you are born
again, that you have been forgiven of
all your sins and you have eternal life?
You may have your favourite definition, but as John unwraps this one
new commandment, what is the test of
whether or not we are born again?
1 John 3:14-18: “We know that we
have passed out of death into life,
because we love the brethren. He who
does not love abides in death. Everyone
who hates his brother is a murderer;
and you know that no murderer has
eternal life abiding in him… Little
children, let us not love with word or
with tongue, but in deed and truth.”
If I’m going to grow spiritually, I
can only do so on the basis of love.
You don’t grow through teaching.
That’s the tragedy of the modern
church: people rushing to get the
latest teachings, watching all the TV
programmes, rushing to conferences,
getting all the books – and still not
counting any more for Christ than
they did 10 years ago.
No, all the teaching doesn’t mean
you grow. It’s necessary as a foundation, but we grow by growing in love.
Though I have everything (including all
Prepare the Way

the latest teachings) and have not love,
I am nothing (1 Corinthians 13).
How do you come to know this love?
Do you just make a decision to love
your brothers and sisters with the
same type of love Jesus has for us? No,
you only come to fully know this love
through fully coming to know Him.
The heartbeat of Jesus’ glorious highpriestly prayer in John 17 is Father that
they may come to know You. Then in
verse 26 He says, “And I have made
Your name known to them, and will
make it known, so that the (same) love
with which You loved Me may be in
them, and I in them.”
The love of God only fully comes
through fully knowing God.
And the only way to live in this is
to live fully in Galatians 2:20, “I have
been crucified with Christ; and it is
no longer I who live, but Christ lives
in me; and the life which I now live in
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of
God, who loved me and gave Himself
up for me.”

It overcame & conquered
And God’s love is a mighty, triumphant love that has triumphed over
something huge. The love of God
which comes to us from Christ comes
from Him crucified. It flows to us
from the Cross, from His wounds,
from His pierced side. That love came
up against the most terrible evil in the
whole universe – and that love overcame it!
It came up against all the hatred
in this universe, and overcame it. It
conquered!
Calvary was the triumph of God’s
love over everything that opposed it,
and it’s that kind of love we need to
have, an overcoming love, a triumphant love.
It’s an awful love. Come up against it,
and it breaks and shatters; things have
to bow down before it.
There are things that will never bow
before your human niceness, things
that are totally opposed to God and
man; but they will fall before this
tested, proved, enduring, patient,
longsuffering love of Jesus Christ!
Everything will eventually bow before
this Divine love.
It is a tremendous love.
It’s a power, it’s a conquering love
– something so much more than the
sloppy kind of “love” that’s always
smoothing things over.
God’s love is overcoming love.

There is a challenge in this love of
God to us: “We also ought…” Nothing
and no one can be excluded as the love
of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Spirit.
And every bit of unforgiveness, every
bit of bitterness, every grudge, every
single thing we have against anybody
else, every suspicion, every holding
back of love blocks the flow of this
powerful, divine love into our lives.
Nothing is of any us efulness to the
Lord except through His love being
shed abroad in our hearts – for people.
It’s not enough even to say I love God,
so I’ ll grit my teeth and do this. Quite
honestly it’s not enough even to be
doing what we do with the famous cry
of the Moravian missionaries: That
the lamb who was slain may receive the
reward of his suffering!
To do that is to try and separate what
God has said can never be separated –
loving God and loving the present and
future brethren with the same humble,
serving, giving, laying-down-your-life
type of love that He has for us.
You can’t have one without the other!
It must be this Holy Spirit-inspired
and empowered love for the people
to whom we minister: love for them
even to the laying down of our lives for
them, suffering unto death for their
sakes: love to the point of being brokenhearted over people for whom you
have a spiritual responsibility.
Love like that.
No ministry will be true ministry to
the Lord that is not born of that; no
testimony, no life, except that which
is rooted and grounded in the love of
Jesus Christ.
You can have all the rest, a heap of
Bible knowledge, a wealth of doctrinal
information, but it’s all worthless unless it’s exercised in a love, a passion, a
heart beating with the heart of God in
the very same great love with which He
loved us.
Ephesians 2:4-7: “But God, being
rich in mercy, because of His great love
with which He loved us, even when we
were dead in our transgressions, made
us alive together with Christ (by grace
you have been saved), and raised us up
with Him, and seated us with Him
in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,
so that in the ages to come He might
show the surpassing riches of His grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.”
Jesus only gave one new commandment: Love each other, just like He loves
us.
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Saint Francis... A Sissy?

by Ray Comfort
NE hundred and fifty thousand children had been on
the brink of starving to death, but
thanks to the kind gift of a very generous billionaire, every child now
had enough food to keep him alive.
That gift had arrived in the form
of one big cheque. The horror was
now over. It was finished. It was just
a matter of distributing the food
using the few relief workers we had.
Without them to get the food to
the children, there would have been
many more deaths.
Some days later, a frantic worker
burst into the camp and cried, “Some
of the relief workers have stopped
distributing food. Masses of children
are dying!”
Why would the workers stop when
there was plenty of food? It didn’t
make sense. The distraught man said,
“It’s because one of them held up a sign
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that said, ‘Feed the starving children.
Where necessary, use food.’ That has
caused some of the workers to simply
befriend the starving children without
giving them food. It’s insane!”
The first time I ever heard of Saint
Francis of Assisi was back in 1965. It
was during the surf movie The Endless Summer. Four surfers who were
chasing the sun discovered the perfect
wave, at a place in South Africa called
Cape Saint Francis. The sight of the
perfect wave excited me beyond words.
The next time I heard of him was
when I heard that he said “Preach the
Gospel at all times. Where necessary,
use words.” That statement upset me
beyond words, because it was a philosophy that I knew sounded deeply
spiritual... to those who were spiritually shallow. It made as much sense as
“Feed starving children. Where necessary, use food.”
On July 16, 1228 Francis of Assisi was

pronounced a saint by Pope Gregory
IX. That’s a long time ago, so it’s a
little late for questions, but if I could
I would like to find out why anyone
would say such a strange thing? Was
it because he was fearful to use actual words to preach the truth of the
Gospel? Or was it because he thought
that people would see that he had good
works and hear the message of salvation without a preacher, something
contrary to Scripture’s “How then
shall they call on Him in whom they
have not believed? And how shall they
believe in Him of whom they have not
heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher (Romans 10:14)?”
Whatever the case, 800 years since
Francis we have many who profess
faith in Jesus, and are no doubt using
this popular philosophy to justify being speechless. To them salvation truly
is an “unspeakable” gift.
Recently someone told me about a
Prepare the Way

conference where 100 000 Christians
gathered to worship God. When I
asked if they were exhorted to go out
and preach the Gospel to every creature, it was no surprise to me that they
weren’t. Instead, they were exhorted to
live a life of worship.
Again, that sounds spiritual, but you
can’t worship God without obedience to His Word, and His Word
commands us to preach the Gospel to
every creature.

Can you obey the
great commission
without using words?

I regularly meet those who think
they can obey the Great Commission
without using words. When they hear
the Gospel preached they are usually
offended and say things like, “I appreciate what you are saying, but I don’t
like the way you are saying it.”
With a little probing, they are the relationship folks, who think preaching
the Gospel means building relationships with the lost, and never mentioning words like “sin,” “hell,” and “judgement day.” They think that real love
is to withhold the Bread of Life from
those who are starving to death.
Remember that Jesus said, “Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me
and of my words in this adulterous and
sinful generation; of him also shall
the Son of man be ashamed, when he
comes in the glory of his Father with
the holy angels (Mark 8:38, italics
added).”
According to the dictionary, a “sissy”
is “a timid or cowardly person.” From
what I understand of Saint Francis,
he was no sissy. He was a loving man
who was not afraid to use words when
he preached. He wasn’t frightened to
preach repentance to a sinful world.
However, there have been times when
I could have been called that name.
I have felt the grip of fear and have
wanted to drop words such as sin, hell,
repentance and judgement day when I
have preached to sinners. I don’t want
to come across as being unloving or
judgemental, but I fear God more than
I fear man. So when God’s Word tells
me to use words, I use words, despite
the consequences.
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Listen to the Apostle Paul’s sobering
warning to his hearers: “Wherefore
I take you to record this day, that I
am pure from the blood of all men.
For I have not shunned to declare to
you all the counsel of God (Acts 20:
26-27).” Perhaps he spoke about being
free from their blood because he was
familiar with God Himself warning
Ezekiel of his responsibility to warn
his generation: “When I say to the
wicked, ‘You shall surely die,’ and you
give him no warning, nor speak to warn
the wicked from his wicked way, to save
his life, that same wicked man shall
die in his iniquity; but his blood I will
require at your hand (Ezekiel 3:18, italics added).”
When someone thinks that they can
feed starving children and not use
food, that’s their business. But when
their philosophy spreads throughout
the camp, it becomes an unspeakable
tragedy. If we become passive about
the Great Commission because we are
more concerned about ourselves than
the eternal well-being of others, we
may be able to hide our motives from
man, but not from God. He warns,
“Deliver those who are drawn toward
death, and hold back those stumbling
to the slaughter. If you say, ‘Surely we

did not know this,’ does not He who
weighs the hearts consider it? He who
keeps your soul, does He not know it?
And will He not render to each man
according to his deeds (Proverbs 24:1112)?”
There’s an interesting irony to this
story. After a little research I came
across a quote about the famous saying. It is from someone who had been
a Franciscan monk for 28 years – and
had earned an M.A. in Franciscan
studies. He contacted some of the
most eminent Franciscan scholars in
the world to try and verify the saying. He said, “It is clearly not in any
of Francis’ writings. After a couple of
weeks of searching, no scholar could
find this quote in a story written
within 200 years of Francis’ death.”
So if it wasn’t Saint Francis who said
not to use words, who was it? Who is it
that would like to see the truth of the
Gospel hindered from being preached
to every creature? That doesn’t need to
be answered.
The time is short. The labourers are
few. Please, cast off your fears and
equip yourself to preach the Gospel
with words. They are necessary.
Visit Ray’s website at www.wayofthemaster.
com

Take the Gospel to places you may never go
Prepare the Way impacts thousands of lives with God’s simple, life-changing truth. It’s also a source of teaching and exhortation for many who don’t
have access to these resources. So we’d like to invite you to help us send the
magazine to prisons, believers who can’t afford to buy their own copies,
leaders in neighbouring countries and missionaries.
Prepare the Way is a non-profit ministry, which means every cent you
give goes straight towards distributing more magazines. If you’re able to
help, kindly fill in the form below and post it to Prepare the Way, Box 377,
Merrivale 3291. Please contact us if you need more details.
Name.......................................................................................................................
Address...................................................................................................................
......................................................................................Postal code:......................
I am giving a once-off gift of R….........…. towards the ministry of Prepare
the Way. I am giving a monthly gift of R…...…...… towards the ministry of
Prepare the Way
I would like my gift to go towards Prison ministry Leaders in neighbouring countries Missionaries Poorer churches Other (please specify) …………….....……………....................................................................................
..................................................................................................................................
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Saviour Of The World
PlanetShakers

The joy of
the big yearly
conferences
is that they
provide
great new
songs for local churches.
Planetshakers is one such
conference and not only are
the songs all on CD, but as
a bonus you get to watch
them all exactly as they
were recorded, complete
with enthusiastic jumping
up and down by the crowd.
As this is a youth conference it does mean there are
guitars in abundance and
some numbers that border
on something you’d hear on
a rock album (just listen to
the first few bars of Boom
to get the idea), but all the
lyrics have their focus firmly
in the right place and will
touch the hearts of their
intended audience.
The visits to SA by members of the PlanetShakers
team does mean they are already a familiar name with
many local youth groups,
who’ll no doubt be very satisfied with the latest installment of their brand of arena
worship. The added extra
of the DVD really does seal
the deal, as seeing the band’s
enthusiasm and the crowd’s

participation gives a better
reflection of the life these
songs had when they were
recorded, and you can even
watch a teaching given by
Russell Evans at the event.
A worthy addition to one
of the fastest growing youth
movements in the world.
Example Lyrics:
Jesus He conquered the grave,
Jesus the lamb that was slain,
Jesus the Saviour of the
world..
Jesus He overcame sin,
Jesus He’s coming again,
Jesus the Saviour of the
world.
(Saviour of the World)
Other Albums from the
same group: Never Stop,
Pick it up, Arise
Similar Groups: Hillsongs
United, Passion

Wow Hymns
Various

It was inevitable that the
recent revival
of interest in
hymns would
provide enough material for
a collection of this type. In
the last few years just about
everyone on the Christian
music scene has produced
interpretations of their favourite hymns, and so 30 of
these songs from 30 different artists have been gathered into one well-selected
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double CD set.
All the usuals are here
(Chris Tomlin, Michael W,
Amy Grant, Matt Redman,
etc) but it’s also great to hear
artists normally known for
their rock music (Building
42, Jeremy Camp, Barlowgirl and others) toning
things down to show a
hidden passion for songs
heir great-great-grandparents would have sung. This
big range of artists also
means that the styles range
from classical to bluegrass
to pop, but that’s a good
thing as they never divert
too radically from the tune
and heart of the original
and demonstrate a diversity
of gifts but a unity of Spirit
within the body of Christ.
So it could be valuable to
churches as a source of ideas
on how to inject new life
into songs that are perhaps
over-familiar -- and to those
who like the lyrics to be
God-centred and worshipful it will be a great listen.
Example Lyrics:
I need Thee every hour
Stay Thou nearby
Temptations lose their power
When Thou art nigh
(I Need Thee Every Hour
– Jars of Clay)
Other Albums in the same
series: Wow Worship (Red,
Aqua, Yellow, etc)

Holding Nothing
Back
Tim Hughes

In 2001 Tim
Hughes
released his
first album
and almost
instantly
Here I Am To Worship became one of the most familiar songs in churches all over
the world, so much so that
it is said to be the most sung
chorus in America. Now, six

years later, he brings us his
third CD and there are sure
to be a lot of people relishing the thought of hearing
what Tim has been working
on for the last three years
since When Silence Falls.
They’ll not be disappointed,
as he has once again made
an album full of songs that
will easily fit into the worship of many churches, and
at the same time the album
has been done it in such a
way that it can be listened to
over and over again.
This time round he had
help from some of the members of Delirious (Martin
Smith helped out with some
of the songwriting and Stu
G with the guitars) and
their influence is apparent
on many of the more upbeat
songs, even if they are still
very much Tim’s songs.
The album opens with
a lively take on a familiar
theme (Happy Day) and
from there the songs remain
in open praise for God’s
great mercy and recognition
of our complete dependence
on Him for everything. Like
fellow Brit Matt Redman,
Tim Hughes is able to take
a modern sound and put
words to it that are as old as
time in their simple expressions of heartfelt praise and
love for God.
Example Lyrics:
We must go live to feed the
hungry
Stand beside the broken, we
must go
Stepping forward keep us
from just singing
Move us into action, we must
go
(God Of Justice)
Previous albums by the
same artist: Here I am to
Worship, When Silence Falls
Similar Artists: Matt Redman, Delirious
Prepare the Way

All stories courtesy ASSIST news
service

Hostage ‘killed for
refusing to convert to
Islam’

The youth pastor who was
leading the group of 23 South
Korean aid volunteers in
Afghanistan was killed for
refusing to convert to Islam,
the head pastor of the church
revealed after the final 19
former hostages arrived
home.
According to a report on
the Christian Today website,
“Among the 19 hostages
who returned on September
2, some were asked by the
Taliban to convert and when
they rejected, they were assaulted and severely beaten,”
reported Park Eun-jo, pastor
of the hostages’ home church,
Saemmul Presbyterian
Church in Bundang.
“I heard from the hostages
that they were threatened
with death,” he added. “Especially it is known that the
reason Pastor Bae Hyungkyu was murdered was because he refused the Taliban’s
demand to convert.”

Final Potter book still
teaches witchcraft

Some are noting that the
seventh Harry Potter book,
Harry Potter And The
Deathly Hallows, contains
some positive, redemptive
references to Jesus Christ,
Christianity and the Bible.
For example, Harry finally
visits the gravesite of his murdered parents. Marking the
gravesite is a New Testament
Bible verse from 1 Corinthians 15:26, “The last enemy to

be destroyed is death.” Also,
an important scene near the
end of the book takes place
in King’s Cross Station, a
reference to Jesus Christ’s
vicarious atonement on the
Cross. Finally, in the end,
it becomes clear that it is
sacrifice and love that actually defeats Lord Voldemort,
the evil villain in the book.
Harry thus becomes a kind of
Christ figure who is willing
to passively surrender his life
in order to effectively accomplish this task.
These references are indeed laudable, and they help
make the seventh book the
most exciting, poignant and
profound in the whole series.
The references are vague,
however, and lack any solid
context. In fact, the hero,
Harry Potter, doesn’t even
understand the marking on
his parents’ grave since there
is no Bible verse cited. Also,
the fact remains that, in the
epilogue to the book, the remaining main characters are
still taking their children to
the Hogwarts school to learn
about witchcraft, sorcery,
divination, and other occult
practices. Thus, at best, the
Harry Potter series has a
syncretistic, confused pagan
worldview encouraging
witchcraft and the occult.
The God of the Christian
Bible (and of the Hebrew
Scriptures for that matter) is
opposed to the use of witchcraft and occultism. Thus, in
Deuteronomy 18:10-13, God
says, “Let no one be found
among you who sacrifices his
son or daughter in the fire,
who practices divination or
sorcery, interprets omens,

Final Prepare The Way day for 2007!

There will be a final Prepare The Way day for 2007 at our
home church, Mount Zion, in Merrivale – on November
4 at 9 am, and Peter Pollock will be preaching .
We’d love to see you there, and you’re even invited to
stay for a free braai and fellowship afterwards. Please
phone us for more details on (033) 3307-135.
Prepare the Way

engages in witchcraft, or casts
spells, or who is a medium
or spiritist or who consults
the dead. Anyone who does
these things is detestable to
the LORD, and because of
these detestable practices the
LORD your God will drive
out those nations before you.
You must be blameless before
the LORD your God.” Also,
in Rev. 21:8 and 22:15, Jesus
Christ tells the Apostle John
that all people who practice
sorcery or witchcraft will be
sent to Hell.
(c) Baehr, 2007

Former cannibal
tribe apologises for
eating missionaries

A former cannibal tribe
in Papua New Guinea has
apologised for killing and
eating four 19th-century
missionaries who were under
the command of a British
clergyman, reports the Irish
Independent.
The story said, “The four
Fijians were on a proselytising mission on the
island of New Britain when they were
massacred by Tolai
tribesmen in 1878.
They were murdered
on the orders of a
local warrior chief,
Taleli, and were then
cooked and eaten.
“They had been
sent by the Reverend
George Brown, a
Wesleyan missionary
from County Durham who spent most
of his life spreading
the word of God in
the South Seas.”
Last month thousands of villagers

attended a reconciliation
ceremony near Rabaul, the
capital of East New Britain
province, once notorious for
its ferocious cannibals.
“Their leaders apologised
for their forefathers’ taste
for human flesh to a Fijian
delegation led by Fiji’s high
commissioner to Papua New
Guinea,” the story continued.

D. James Kennedy
Dies

Dr. D. James
Kennedy,
senior pastor
for 48 years
of Coral
Ridge Presbyterian Church (CRPC) in
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, has
passed away peacefully in his
sleep at his home, following
complications from a cardiac
event last December. He was
76.
“There are all kinds of
wonderful things I could say
about my dad,” said daughter
Jennifer Kennedy Cassidy.
“But one that stands out is
his fine example. He ‘walked
the walk’ and ‘practiced what
he preached.’ His work for
Christ is lasting – it will go
on and on and make a difference for eternity.”
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In Every Situation…

by Greg Hinnant
HE most attitude-, life-, and
destiny-changing Bible verse
I know is 1 Thessalonians 5:1, “In
everything give thanks, for this is
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you.”
“Everything,” also rendered “all
circumstances (NIV)” and “whatever happens (NCV),” refers to every
situation in our lives. We should offer
thanks “in,” not just after, every
situation. This pleases God and refills
us with His Spirit and overcoming
viewpoint.
Simple as it gets, this command is
merely to give God thanks – not a
roaring Hallelujah chorus, spirited
Jericho march, or enthusiastic Red Sea
dance, but just a simple, quiet, “Thank
you, Lord.” Why?
First, thankfulness is God’s will:
“this is the will of God… for you.” He
wants us thankful and giving thanks
in every situation.
Second, every situation we meet is
in some way part of His personal plan
for us, either to bless us, correct us, or
challenge us to overcome.
Third, thanking God acknowledges
His presence, hand, and control in our
lives: “In all thy ways (circumstances)
acknowledge him (Proverbs 3:).” This
exercises and strengthens our faith.
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So give thanks in every situation!
When your prayers are answered
quickly, give thanks. When they’re
delayed, give thanks. When your exact
petitions are granted, give thanks.
When they’re overruled, give thanks.
When God gives you your heart’s
desire, give thanks. When what you
dread or loathe most occurs, give
thanks. When friends love and support you, give thanks. When they
abandon and betray you, give thanks.
When your income increases, give
thanks. When it doesn’t, give thanks.
When you’re physically strong, give
thanks. When sick, weak, or faint,
give thanks. When your plans progress
smoothly, give thanks. When they’re
hindered, give thanks. When your
days are quiet and mundane, give
thanks. When they’re wild with activity and noise, give thanks. When your
business, church, or ministry grows,
give thanks. When it’s small and stagnant, or shrinking, give thanks. When
God’s guiding hand is strong and voice
clear, give thanks. When He leads you
silently through a long, dark valley of
perplexity, give thanks.
Established in this way of God, the
writer to the Hebrews urges, “Let us
offer the sacrifice of praise to God
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips
giving thanks to His name (Hebrews

13:1).” This “sacrifice of praise” is the
Christian equivalent of the Jewish
continual burnt offering.
Hebrews 13:1 is spiritually linked
to Exodus 2:38-4. Just as every Jew
(through the priests) was to offer God
a sacrificial lamb on the altar of the
tabernacle “day by day continually,” so
every Christian is to offer Him a sacrificial thank-offering on the altar of his
lips “continually,” or in every situation.
The benefits, also foreshadowed in
God’s instructions for the continual
burnt offering (Exodus 2:38-4), are
enormous. God will: “meet” us, or in
some way cause us to sense His presence; “speak” to us His Word or guidance; “sanctify” us, setting us apart
“to minister” to and for Him; “dwell
among” us in our congregations; and
cause us to confidently “know” He is
truly our ever-present, ever-protective,
personal God.
All this is ours if we offer the sacrifice
of praise “day by day continually.”
Dynamic, these benefits will powerfully change our attitudes, daily lives,
and destinies. Giving thanks in every
situation will bring God into every
situation – His presence, wisdom,
strength, grace, victories, and honour!
So why delay? Let the offering begin
now, in every situation! “In everything
give thanks!”
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