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Soon
and
very
soon!
We’re a highly privileged generation!

Daily, we see in the newspapers and on TV the very things Jesus and
many of the prophets spoke of as beings evidences of His imminent
return.
Sadly, though, the return of Jesus does not have a prominent place in
the hearts of many who call themselves His own. His return is something that may be agreed upon when in the company of one of those
wild-eyed prophetic types, but all-too-soon relegated to the bottom
drawer of belief.
There are 2 books in the New Testament, 2 of them refer explicitly
to the Lord’s return. There are 20 chapters in the New Testament,
and there are 00 references to the Second Coming – more than one
per chapter!
If the Father saw fit to make the return of His Son one of the major
priorities and overriding themes of the New Testament, dare we not
do likewise?
His return is very. Very. Very soon. And unfortunately for many He’s
not returning as a baby in a manger. He’s not even returning as saviour, deliverer and healer. He’s already been here and done that!
He’s coming as the Conquering King riding on a white horse to judge
the living and the dead. He’s coming back with hair as white as wool
and blazing fire in His eyes. For those with oil-filled lamps and a living
anticipation, a glorious sight. For those with no oil and a bottomdrawer expectation, a sight of sheer terror! – John Gardiner
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by Brannon Howse
O you ever need to be encouraged to continue to speak
the truth? Do you sometimes grow
weary in defending truth? Do your
friends and even some family members think you are just too negative
or judgmental when you stick to
your Biblical convictions? Under
the burden of all the pressure to
conform do you find yourself wondering if you should just learn to be
more tolerant, more politically correct, and not so opinionated?
I think every Biblically minded
Christian who desires to not go with
the flow can answer in the affirmative
to most, if not all, of the above questions.
Over the past few months the lines
have been clearly drawn in the world
and within evangelicalism. In other
words, we really don’t live in a world
where one can sit on the fence any
longer. The choices a Biblically minded
Christian must make are clear. I can
be part of the majority or part of the
remnant.
God has always moved through a
remnant and not the masses. Since the
remnant is the minority, its members
can often feel alone, outnumbered,
overwhelmed and misunderstood. I
confess I have felt all these emotions
at one time or another in the past few
months. I have received e-mails from
other members of the remnant that
have expressed these very same feelings.
I believe members of the remnant are
hungry to find one another, learn from
one another, be encouraged by one
another and to challenge one another.
Don’t let the non-remnant members
get you down or discourage you from
doing the important work to which
God has called you.
Don’t let the non-remnant members
convince you to put on the rose-coloured glasses of today’s Christianhappy-talk compromisers. Looking at
what is going on in the world through
the clear and accurate lens of a Biblical
worldview requires that we publicly
acknowledge that certain ideas, beliefs
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and behaviours are unbiblical – no
matter how unpopular our pronouncement.
Sadly, many self-professing Christians believe that an individual cannot
proclaim Biblical truth unless one
is completely perfect. Non-remnant
members want you to believe that
since none of us are perfect no one has
the right to judge what anyone says,
does or believes.
Many self-professing Christians
have bought the lie of tolerance, nonjudgementalism and postmodernism.
Therefore, they believe the members
of the remnant are the source of many
of our problems. Thus, non-remnant
members seek to drive remnant members out of their churches, groups and
associations.
Recently, I shared with a friend of
mine some e-mails I had received from
non-remnant members. Understanding how I felt prompted my friend,
and fellow remnant member, to send
me a little encouragement. I pray this
encourages you and all other members
of the remnant who read these words.
The following is a quote from Scottish pastor Horatius Bonar from the
19th century. He is writing about those
who speak the truth even when it is
not popular or comfortable:
Some one, then, must undertake the
ungracious task of probing and laying
bare the evils of the age; for men must
not be allowed to congratulate themselves that all is well. If others will not,
he will. If others shrink from the shame
of such a work, he will not.
They may upbraid him; they may call
him a misanthropist, or a prophet of
evil; they may ascribe his warnings to
the worst of motives, such as pride, or
arrogance, or self-esteem, or malice, or
envy; but he will give no heed to these
unjust insinuations.
He will prefer being thus misunderstood and maligned, to allowing men to
bring upon themselves a ruin which they
do not see.
Rather than that they should perish,
he will allow his own good name to be
spoken against. He will risk every thing,
even the hatred of brethren, rather than

withhold the warning.
If they give no heed to it, he has, at
least, saved his own soul. If they do, he
has saved both his own soul and theirs.
He would rather take up the glad tidings of peace, and tell men of Him who
came the first time for shame and death,
and who is coming the second time for
glory and dominion; but he feels as one
who has a special and personal message
to deliver, which cannot be postponed.
He must remember that he is a watchman and, having seen danger pressing
on us, he must not hesitate to make it
known. He must speak his message of
forewarning and rebuke, sparing no arrows, and neither smoothing down nor
hiding any form of sin, but laying his
finger upon every sore, and beseeching
men to turn from their ungodliness.
The evils around him press upon him
sadly; the coming evils are foreshadowed
upon his spirit and, therefore, he lifts up
his voice like a trumpet. Satan has many
snares which need to be detected. The
world has many spells and lures which
must be disenchanted. Religion has
many guises which must be unmasked,
many devious paths of inconsistency
which must be pointed out, many cherished errors which must be condemned,
many carnal taints which must be abhorred and shunned. All these he must
protest against without fear or favour.
Don’t shrink, go forth and defend
and proclaim truth for that is your
calling as a member of
God’s remnant.



The Exalted Christ

By Henry Frueh
E is the start, the journey,
and the destination. He is
everything to all His followers and
in Him we live and move and have
our being. He is our life and our
death and He dwells in heaven and
simultaneously in the heart of every
believer.
He has no equals and no competitors.
He is the first among His brethren
and He is the vine, while His brethren were grafted into Him. He must
be the pursuit of every blood-bought
saint of God. He is the object of all our
worship and all the angels of heaven
worship Him with us.
He is the Creator of time and yet
eternal.
To say He is important is to capture
Him in human terms which minimise
Who He is. He is not just important,
He is all in all. He is everything. Do
we think the blood-washed waves of
heavenly saints would consider Him
important? They are consumed with
4

H

Him and being made like Him they
actually reflect Him as they worship
Him. His dwelling place is beyond
words, how much more He Himself?
And for all eternity the Seraphim
surround the glory of His throne and
worship Him with heavenly chants
of “Holy, holy, holy…” And they, the
angels, were not redeemed. How do
you think we will feel when we set our
eyes upon the glorified Saviour who
purchased our eternity?
We were not angels, we were disgusting rebels who thought of no one but
ourselves. We were not content with
Eden’s perfection, we had to have the
forbidden fruit, and when God the
Son came to this desolate place that
was permeated with Spiritual death,
we murdered Him.
Do not think that any Hollywood
producer can actually portray the sufferings of the Lamb? His agonies are
a sacred mystery which eclipse human
understanding. And when I speak of
the love inherent in the crimson cross

we must all bow and shake our poor
heads in wonder and unworthiness.
Why? Why? Me? Why? The glory of
the Saviour God and His death is that
the love that motivated His sacrifice
cannot be defined.
There was absolutely nothing, I said
nothing, lovable about us. So God’s
love is absolutely pure of any object
impurities and His love was never
drawn by anything on earth but it
emanated from He who is love. We
can never know why until the moment
we are changed in His presence and
we know then even as we are known. I
cannot describe it, but when we see the
Risen Lamb of God we will be able to
understand more deeply that it is all of
Him and none of us.
Jesus is neither renaissance nor industrial nor modern nor post-modern,
and all attempts to present Him in
those terms tarnish the revelation He
has so graciously given to us. To bring
Him into this world and capture Him
in our man-made descriptions obscure
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His glory and run the ever-increasing
risk of creating someone else than the
true Risen Christ.
He is the deepest of all mysteries and
at the same time the divine simplicity for our sake granted by the looking-glass of the Spirit. The Lord Jesus
sits above all creation, that which
He Himself has made, and all things
continue at the behest of His power.
Human words can describe Him, but
only the Spirit of God can unveil Who
He is to any woman-born sinner. He is
the great I Am.

how he relates
to us today

He has been relegated to the back of
the modern theological bus only to
be discussed usually in musings about
different perspectives of Who He is in
this world today and, oh yes, how He
relates to us today. But Jesus relates
to us today the same way He related
to those on the Day of Pentecost, the
same way He related to Luther, the
same way He related to Whitefield, the
same way He related Moody, the same
way He related to Tozer.
We should not be so consumed with
dissecting how Christ relates to us,
we should be desirous to learn how we
should relate to Him. Indeed. And
I challenge you this Sunday, as you
arrive on the grounds of the church
and exit your car, restrict your conversation to small greetings and listen to
the conversations taking place before
and after the service. I did that several
weeks in a row and I did not hear one,
not one, conversation about Jesus.

his own people
barely talk of him

How often is He spoken of in our
phone conversations, our dinner table,
our car discussions? The preponderance of all our words never mention
Him. So there He sits on His reigning
throne, above all the universe, powerful and merciful, august and yet reaching into our cursed world, magnificent
and glorious, and His own people
barely talk of Him in their everyday
lives.
If God would transport you, me,
and 100 other people to spend three
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hours before His magnificent throne,
worshipping Him in all His glory,
and granting us remembrance as we
returned, would we speak of Him?
Well we will not be afforded that
miracle but we have been given many
other miracles that should translate
into an uncontrollable urge to speak
of Jesus. He has saved us from eternal
judgement. Oh my, how can we ever
cease to praise Him? Standing in the
grocery store and the Spirit brings to
mind how He has saved you from hell,
do you praise Him regardless of the socalled embarrassment? When listening
to a worship song and the Spirit again
brings to your mind that you have
been eternally rescued do you suddenly
worship Him with your voice, even
if you are alone? When do we make a
phone call just to share with a brother
or sister about something the Spirit
showed you about our Wonderful Saviour? And the One Who should have
the pre-eminence barely is the topic of

discussion on Sunday mornings. Let
us repent before the King of Kings and
the Beautiful Lord of Lords.
Finally, Jesus is the centre of everything. And when we think about His
resplendence and magnificence, we
must ask the question “What is man
that Thou art mindful of him?” He has
accomplished for us what we could
never attempt to gain for ourselves,
and He has secured it for eternity. Our
future is no time-framed vacation, no,
it is captured in the eternal realm and
He has included us in His plans.
And think of this: would it not have
been gracious for Jesus to have prepared an eternal paradise where we
would go to live forever? But instead,
remove your Spiritual shoes, our Lord
has summoned us to spend eternity in
His Very Dwelling Place. If that ever
really soaks into our Spiritual realities, we will never be restrained from
speaking “those things which we have
seen and heard…” about Him.

Tolerance!

by A. W. Tozer
HERE is a great cry throughout the world today pushing tolerance
and much of it comes from a rising spirit of godlessness in the nations. The most intolerant nations and national leaders are preaching
tolerance, calling for the breakdown of all barriers of religion and differences.
But this is the position of the people of God – the Bible is the most
intolerant book in all the world and the most intolerant teacher that ever
addressed Himself to an audience was the Lord Jesus Christ Himself.
Now Jesus Christ demonstrated the vast difference between being charitable and being tolerant. Christ was so charitable that in His great heart,
He was willing to weep over sinners; He took in all the people of the world
and was willing to die for those who hated Him.
But even with that kind of love and charity, Jesus was so intolerant that
He taught, “If you are not on my side, then you are against me; if you do
not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” He did not leave any
middle ground to accommodate the neutral folks who preach tolerance.
Christ leaves no middle ground, no place in between.
Tolerance easily becomes a matter of cowardice if spiritual principles are
involved and if the Bible is ignored. Suppose we take the position of tolerance and compromise on the issue of salvation. “Everyone come to Christ
and be saved, if you want to; but if you do not want to be saved, maybe
there is some other way that we can find for you. We want you to believe
in the Lord Jesus Christ if you will, but if you do not want to, then we will
try to find a possibility that God will have some other way for you.”
So tolerance is a spreading disease that is eating away at the absolutes of
divine revelation and the unchanging truths of the Bible. But tolerance
must not be tolerated by the true Christian, even when it costs them misunderstanding or alienation from friends, family, and this world.
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Our own food
Our own clothes
by Peter Pollock
ROM time to time, as I work my
way through the awesome pages
of the Bible, a scripture will leap
out at me. And, whether in or out of
context, it will indelibly confirm or
remind me of some doctrinal truth
or prophecy.
The prophet Isaiah produced one of
those moments when I read chapter
4:1: “In that day, seven women will
take hold of one man and say: ‘We will
eat our own food and provide our own
clothes only let us be called by your
name. Take away our disgrace.’”
In context, Isaiah 3 talks extensively
about a godless world and the consequences. Drought and famine would
be expected but, interestingly enough,
some of the other signs of godlessness
are: rejection of skill and leadership,
in other words mob and majority rule;
nations ruled by ineptitude, meaning the unschooled and uneducated
in charge; anarchy, oppression and
rebellion, with no respect, no fear of
the Lord, just insolence; an immoral
society, not only committing sin but
parading and flaunting it; youth and
women in charge with the men having
abdicated their roles!
Ultimately, there is “no fragrance”
– indicating a lack of God’s presence
– “just a stench” and that suggests that
God’s so-called witness, the “church,”
is, sadly and tragically, destitute – spiritually speaking!
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Then comes chapter 4, a short one,
dealing with the return of Jesus
Christ. But symbolically the opening verse, in the proverbial nutshell,
sums up the state of the “church” just
prior to Jesus’ return. “Seven women”
– symbolically representing the seven
churches in the book of Revelation
– take hold of “one man” – Jesus – and
declare that “we will eat our own food
and provide our own clothes” only “ let
us be called by your name.”
Indeed, “in that day,” the great day of
Jesus’ return, the post-modern, worldly, pseudo- church, the visible apostate
bride, will be showing little interest in
God’s food (His Word) or His clothes
(the white robes of holiness and righteousness) but only desiring to be called
by His name!

Forgiveness & a
ticket to heaven

In other words all we, the modern
church, want is forgiveness and a ticket
to heaven, certainly nothing to do
with cost or repentance! This modern “bride” is not interested in loving
Him, obeying Him, being intimate
with Him or depending on Him. No
sir! All we want is forgiveness, and to
be blessed materially and physically!
Love is not an issue, it’s just a good
name, some security and a healthy
inheritance. It has nothing to do with
falling in love, serving, cherishing or

obeying. It’s simply an “arrangement”
without intimacy or devotion.
The bottom-line requirement is
quick-fix relief from guilt and condemnation. Being forgiven is the entire
focus! Clearly, it ties up with the seven
churches in Revelation. They had “lost
their first love,” were “lukewarm,” had
committed “adultery,” “soiled” their
bridal outfits and needed “salve” to
open their spiritual eyes!
God has offered to clothe us in white
through His Son, Jesus. Symbolically
that represents marriage in all its commitment, obedience and intimacy. But
we don’t want that! We only want the
glory side of marriage: the title, the sex
and the goose-bumps.
Mister Preacher, don’t try and tell us
about dying to self, holiness, separation from the world’s values, sanctification, besetting sin, heaven and hell or
damnation and judgement. And please
don’t tell us about a “narrow road” and
a “few” being saved!
Modern-day leaders defend themselves! They argue that people just
don’t want to hear a “hard” Gospel.
“We are simply giving them what they
need in troubled times,” is the common answer. Sad that the truth is now
a “hard Gospel” and sin has all sorts
of fancy names and medical alibis! We
prefer the false prophets preaching
“peace, peace” and giving us ear-tickling advice and flattering prophecies.
Our own food? Yes, our own “feel
good” gospel that spells out permissive
love, with no reproof and no smiting
conviction. The true house of God will
have nothing to do with this “userfriendly” message.
Our own clothes! Yes, we will do our
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own thing, extending everything into
a cheap grace that simply fosters sin
and deception.
God wants intimacy, love, companionship and submission. We need to
be in that “secret place” that Psalm 91
talks about. It is about fellowship in
the spirit and quality time in His presence. We need to be utterly dependent
on Him, to have given up our independent right to ourselves and have
truly obedient hearts. But sadly that
ever-convicting presence of the Holy
Spirit is perhaps a burden we don’t
seek. It’s too uncomfortable!

Enjoying things down here!

We just want to be called “Christians,” be forgiven and, when the time
finally comes, get to heaven. But we are
not in a hurry to get there, because we
are rather enjoying things down here!
We have a “marriage of convenience”
– that’s what David Wilkerson calls it.
It was many years ago that this Isaiah
4:1 prophetic truth hit me and I was
further blessed in the ensuing years
to find that not only Wilkerson, but
A.W. Tozer, that highly respected
prophetic voice, had also accorded this
verse the same symbolical interpretation that had hit me so profoundly.
Holiness is separation unto God. It
is a choice to become a “slave of righteousness” and that means to live a life
of obedience with naked intent unto
God! In other words, we need to be
doers not just hearers of the Word.
God promised He would write His law
on our hearts.
When we are “born again” the Spirit
in us quickens and sharpens us and
makes us more sensitive to God’s mind
and will, in terms of sin and rebellion.
And daily He feeds us through the
Lordship of Jesus in our lives. We have
the choice to keep abiding in Him or
not, with obvious consequences in
terms of the sanctification process. We
may not lose our salvation but most
assuredly we lose our peace, conviction
and testimony.
I recall when I first got “saved.” I
did not know anything about “hearing” from God but an overwhelming
conviction bowled me over – I needed
to give up alcohol.
This was a huge decision! My life
had become rather influenced by the
social aspect of booze, and deep down
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I knew this was God speaking. But I
was not keen to comply. What would
life be without a beer? Unimaginable!
I had started reading the Bible, and
of course was most delighted to read
about Jesus turning the water into
wine; Paul telling Timothy to have a
little wine with the meal and to understand, also from Paul’s writings, that it
was not about eating or drinking but
rather the circumcision of the heart!
I was fighting it and even using God’s
word to justify my position.
Finally I made a deal with the Lord.
I decided that I would give up wine
and “hard tack” but just have a few
beers! I fooled myself into believing
that God okayed this deal, but I did
promise Him that if I ever should let
him down – meaning go over the limit
in terms of behaviour or consumption
– I would quit!
Of course, I don’t believe God was in
any of those deals or compromises. It
was all a concoction, a deception of my
mind. Anyway, for some seven months
I continued on my rebellious road.
Finally, I blew it!
In disgrace, I burst into tears as I
drove home that evening. I had let the
Lord down! No more liquor for the
rest of my life! Symbolically I wanted
to do two things. Firstly, I went to the
gymnasium, to sit in the sauna bath
and sweat out all the alcohol. Then
I went up to the church, the Church
of the Good Shepherd in Durban
North, and I knelt in front of the huge
Cross on the wall behind the altar. In
supplication, I asked the Lord Jesus to
help me. I knew I could not do this on
my own.
During those drinking days, I very
seldom suffered from a hangover. Of
course, I would argue that was because
I had not over-indulged but headaches
and nausea were seldom an after-affect for me. Anyway, as I knelt before
the Cross that morning, a headache
started, the like of which I had never
experienced before. Also, I started to
feel nauseous. It was probably a sum
total of all the headaches and nausea I
should have experienced.
I will never forget that day. I went
home and lay on my bed. I actually
started panicking because the headache and the nausea just wouldn’t go
away. What had I done? What had
happened before that Cross? Finally I
fell asleep to wake up eight hours later,

as clear as a bell. I had obviously gone
through some form of deliverance, but
through this awesome experience I
would never be the same again.
God had spoken to me right at the
beginning, from my conversion, but I
had chosen to ignore Him. Worse, I
was arguing with Him by twisting and
rationalising His Scripture. I had been
playing games with God. This marriage was at my convenience!
I’d had a silver cross made, by melting down a cricket medal I’d won with
the World XI at Lords. It was the “in”
thing, in those early charismatic days,
to have a cross and, of course, that fish
sticker on your car bumper! It was a
big cross, but every week or so I would
have to clean it because it got very
tarnished – blackened! That lasted for
about seven months. Then I stopped
drinking. I never had to clean the cross
again! The scientists might have their
explanations but for me I know what
it was all about. I know in whom I
believe. It was a matter of obedience.
Jesus requires obedience. If we love
Him we will do as He says! “Working
through it” is a cop-out for disobedience. When God speaks, they are commands not requests!

You will listen & do

Obedience establishes faith, not
merit. If you believe you will listen
and do. The problem, though, is that
familiarity tends to breed passivity.
The more time we spend at the feet
of those who are continually pushing
God’s grace to the exclusion of obedience, the more we will be inclined to
ignore the true Holy Spirit that convicts us of sin, righteousness and judgement. Spiritually speaking, contempt
of court is rife in the church of God.
The fruit of disobedience is that it
produces hard hearts in the church of
God. And the hard hearts I am talking
about are not atheists and unbelievers,
but rather “listeners” who refuse to
become “doers.”
It is possible to love hearing God’s
word, even appreciate and approve it,
and yet grow incurably hard while listening. As we resist, rebel and argue we
are in fact “eating our own food” and
“wearing our own clothes” and reaping
the fruit of a marriage of convenience.
It just doesn’t work outside the Lordship of Jesus Christ!


Reflection
and

Projection

and numerical growth in sheep and
devoted servants. God is so good.
This day, we are living in a time of
mega-churches, with so many people
going to Church and claiming to be
Christian. And yet, apostasy with its
compromise of lowered goal posts,
“easy salvation” and falling away or
departure from much Biblical truth
has never been greater. My husband,
John, keeps tabs on what is going on,
through the internet, and the reports
of what is happening are devastating; with perversion on perversion of
Biblical Truth being propagated, often
times by people we once respected and
looked to for leadership and inspiration.

a good thing they’re
not here to see it

by Helen Gardiner
ELL, as the song goes, “Here
we are, praising Jesus for the
things He’s brought us through…”
As I write this, it is between Christmas and New Year; and there is the
sensing that what I write for this
issue, needs to something of a reflection and a projection.
On reflection… I am so thankful
to God for continued provision and
growth this last year for Prepare The
Way magazine; I am thankful to Him
also for my wonderful family. This
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last year saw the addition of a darling
grandchild, Matthew (pictured above),
and the coming year holds the prospect of another family wedding – this
time, that of our oldest son, David.
God is so gracious.
I am also thankful for the very special people of Mount Zion Community Church, who are so supportive.
Their passion for Jesus is wonderful.
One day, dear ones, we’ll all be living
the book of Acts, through His grace
and empowering! We are so grateful
for increased fruit and gifting in lives,

Sometimes, when I consider the
writings and teachings of recent past
prophets like the late A.W. Tozer and
Leonard Ravenhill (whose writings
and teachings we feature from time
to time in Prepare The Way), I realise
it’s probably a good thing they did not
have to live on to see the apostasy of
this day. It is amazing how, as Biblical
Truth is perverted and compromised
and repentance and personal holiness
thrown out, churches become demonic
hotbeds. Which is awful…
But there is also a positive aspect: it
also means that Jesus’ return is very
close. We read the following in 2
Thessalonians 2:1-3: “Now, brethren,
concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together
to Him, we ask you, not to be soon
shaken in mind or troubled, either
by spirit or by words or by letter, as if
from us, as though the day of Christ
had come. Let no one deceive you by
any means, for that Day will not come
unless the falling away comes first…”
The Church has never been more
“fallen away” from truth.
Apostates may be those who “long
ago were marked out for this condemnation (Jude 4),” in essence those who
never turned from wickedness, turning the grace of God into lewdness
and unrighteousness. Others may be
those who are the elect, but deceived;
even out of some sincerity of heart.
Such ones buy the lie that the Church
Prepare the Way

needs to be “relevant” to the society
in which we live so that people will
come to Church. That relevance equals
compromise and a falling away from
Biblical Truth. Their churches may be
packed with thousands, but not many
are saved. Many of their people are
more wicked than unbelievers; their
unrighteous lifestyle has not changed
one iota. As my brother, Peter Pollock,
says: “No change, no Jesus!”
The firm foundation of absolute Biblical Truth has never been more needed. Because of the lack thereof, the
enemy has come into the Church like
a flood, but God is raising His radical
banner of Biblical Truth and Biblical
preaching and teaching through courageous men and women. He is seeking to use such to make “straight the
crooked or perverse paths” and prepare
the way for His second coming, just as
John the Baptist prepared the way for
His first coming.
What of the Holy Spirit, and especially the baptism in the Holy Spirit,
and the outpouring and working of
the supernatural? Yes, the book of
Acts, including all the supernatural, is
very much for today. But we do need
to ensure that the supernatural is utterly rooted in the truth of the written
Word. Charismatics who do not study
the Word are likely to be led into the
wrong or occultic supernatural. While
conservatives who are cessationist are
deprived and underpowered (hopefully, D.L. Moody’s teaching on the
Holy Spirit, featured in this issue, will
be helpful).

miracle upon miracle
I recently came across an interesting
book by the late Dr Kurt Koch on
“The Revival in Indonesia.” This is an
old book which dates back to the ‘70s,
and so it is probably hard to come by.
Koch, I regard, as a “conservative” and
yet his book recounts miracle upon
miracle, and confirms the accounts
given by the charismatic Mel Tari in
the books, Like a Mighty Wind and
The Gentle Breeze of Jesus. But both
Koch and Tari’s books stress the need
not to exalt the miraculous.
Koch goes to great pains to stress that
the greatest miracle is that of salvation,
of repentance, believing on Jesus and
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being born again of the Spirit of God.
The Indonesians had simple faith, but
they also preached repentance and
were bold in confronting sin.
One of the most interesting things
I read in Koch’s book was an account
of the so-called “Healing Movement”
that preceded the Revival (pages
122-124 of the book). He writes: “The
revival in Timor was preceded by
another movement of the Spirit of
God. In October 1964 a teacher on
the island of Rote received a vision.
The Lord told him to travel to Timor
and to hold a healing mission there…”
He obeyed. Records Koch further
on: “According to the various reports
which were later confirmed, several
thousand people were healed (within
two months, which was the time span
of this movement).”

a shaft of light
Koch concludes the account with:
“As time went on, however, the older
Christians began to realise that there
was a certain weakness in the healing
movement. Somehow or other the
preaching of the Gospel was being
neglected. Repentance and conversion
were not the central theme. Nevertheless the healing movement can, as a
result of prayer, be considered to be the
forerunner of the later true revival.”
What a shaft of light here from the

conservative Koch, who was an expert
on occultism and deliverance. Notice,
he didn’t make the mistake here of
labelling the “Healing movement” as
being counterfeit or demonic. He acknowledges it as being from the Spirit
of God, but not fully-fledged, “true”
revival.
So, here we are now, entering into
2007. We’re living in the Third Day,
the seventh year. Prophetic people are
abuzz that this is it, the Big One, the
year of true revival. Could there be
significance in the number seven? You
ask God.
Meanwhile, the true Bride of Christ
of this generation is beginning to fit
the description of Psalm 45:13: “The
royal daughter is all glorious within
the palace; her clothing is woven with
gold…” Will the King grant her petitions (see Esther 5:1-3)?
I believe 2007 is going to be a year
of the favour of the Lord. The King is
coming, and His reward is with Him,
especially for the faithful ones who
have persevered.
“Lift up your heads O you gates!
And be lifted up you everlasting
doors!
And the king of glory shall come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The Lord strong and mighty.
The Lord mighty in battle
(Psalm 24:7&8).”
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Puppets or Preachers?
by Jesse Morrell (www.openairoutreach.com)
“If I yet pleased men, I should not be a servant of Christ
(Galatians 1:10).”
HE ways of God and the ways of the world
are forever an antithesis, being irreconcilable because they are entirely and utterly contrary. Only when a sinful man forsakes the ways
of the world can he be reconciled to the Holy
God of Heaven.
As the Church, we must seek to reconcile the
world to Christ, not seek to reconcile Christ to the
world. The world must be made acceptable to the
Lord, not the Lord made acceptable to the world.
The world must change to meet the requirement of
the Lord, not the Lord change to meet the requirement of the world.
God doesn’t need to wear make-up. We are not
to present Him in a way that will make Him look
more pleasant or appealing to sinners than He really is. We are to present Him as He is, with all of
His requirements, with all His demands, with all
His conditions, and man must give up his rebellion
and hatred towards Him.
The great call upon the entire body of Christ is to
reach a dying world with the living Gospel. Despite popular belief and popular preference, there is
no Christian exempt from this high-calling. All of
our shoulders must carry the burden and the blessing of the Gospel. We all must know both the pain
and the power which goes with fulfi lling the Great
Commission.
God forbid that the Church’s desire for earthly
comfort results in the eternal torment of the world,
or that the Church’s compromised desire to please
the world results in the eternal agony and suffering of this world. No! Rather, we must lay down
our lives with its comforts and pick up the cross
with its pain to see souls saved. We must lay down
our reputations and appearances, disregarding
the praises and disapprovals of men, to preach the
truth at any cost!
But compromise is the result of failure to pay the
cost of the cross. The fearfulness of reprisal and
frightfulness of rejection has crippled and paralysed many a Christian, halting and even reversing the true preaching of the Gospel, both to the
world and to the Church. But when the Church is
crippled and paralysed the devils are enabled and
empowered to stampede mercilessly over the souls
of men, without resistance or opposition.
So only those Christians who are dead to the
world, dead to its praises and acceptance, can actually be of any true benefit to the world. Only those
who the world finds useless for its purposes are
those who God can find useful for His purposes.
So those who are useless to the world are the only
ones useful for the world! Only those who will
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not be used by the world can be used
for the world. There is nothing more
pathetic than a puppet preacher, and
nothing more grievous than a cowardly Church. If any man is to be fearless
it’s a preacher, and if any group is to be
courageous it’s the Church. If any message is to be declared boldly, without
apology, it’s the true and pure message
of the Gospel!
But if we were honest, we would have
to humbly and shamefully admit that
much of today’s popular preaching is
nothing more than puppet preaching,
when a preacher seeks to please men
rather than God, being controlled
by his employer, his supporters, his
“fan-base” rather than being controlled by the Spirit and preaching for the
audience of One. What a pitiful thing
it is when a person is controlled by the
crowds rather than by conviction!
A great threat to the Kingdom of
God, a major aid to the kingdom of
darkness, a dominate reason for the
moral depravation of our nation, can
be accredited to the puppet performance of preachers. Any moral problem
is the pulpit’s problem; it’s a preacher’s
problem! When the world is in darkness, those declared to be “the light of
the world” are responsible (Matthew
:14)!

Pleasing to the
ears of men
It both angers and saddens me when
I hear preaching that can be spiritually
discerned as purposefully man pleasing, because I know that preaching
which is pleasing to the ears of men
is more often than not displeasing to
the ears of God. What our Holy God
wants to say is not what sinful men
want to hear! What God declares as
freedom, sinners call bondage, and
what God declares as bondage, sinners
call freedom!
“For the time will come when they
will not endure sound doctrine; but
after their own lusts shall they heap
to themselves teachers, having itching
ears (2 Timothy 4:).” A man of God
is one who lives to please God alone.
A true preacher of God is one who
preaches by and for God alone.
If we were honest, we would have to
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humbly and shamefully admit that
much of what is preached to the world
today is a water-downed, manipulated
and moulded Gospel, seeking to avoid
the disapproval of men and thus securing the disapproval of God!
The preaching which the Lord
delights in is the preaching of His
unadulterated, sharp double-edged
sword. The preaching the world delights in is the preaching which pats it
on the back and tells it all is well.
What the Lord delights in is what
the devil dreads and what the world
dismisses. What the Lord requires is
what the world rejects, and what the
world accepts is what the Lord abhors!
The demand for being politically correct has resulted in being prophetically
incorrect! The self-centred concern
for being “positive” has overridden the
God-centred burden for being truthful!
This generation always wants to
hear and talk about God’s love for
the world but never want to hear or
talk about God’s wrath for the world.
Multitudes are reminded of the “goodness” of God but not the “severity of
God (Romans 11:22)!” Scripture shows
us that Christ preached more about
God’s wrath than He did about His
love! Would anyone dare to be Christlike in this age? Would any Church or
community be willing to accept him?
There is a problem when the Jesus of
the scriptures doesn’t fit into the Jesus
stereotype, when the Jesus of the scriptures does not match up with the Jesus
taught at certain seminaries. Scriptural
illiteracy within the Church is a dangerous thing! A Church that doesn’t
know its Bible is a deadly thing!
The Lord wants to convict the
consciences of sinners, making them
uncomfortable in their wickedness.
What is worse than being under condemnation is being comfortable in it!
But “condemnation” is seldom, if ever,
preached to the world, resulting in
their comfort and ease!
While the Lord wants men to feel
a very real condemnation, there are
Christians today who talk to them
in such a way as to result in sinners
feeling a false and imaginary carnal
security.
Telling the world, “God accepts you
as you are” will never provoke change
or repentance! And that is a message
that is completely and utterly denying
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the truth which our Lord declared,
“Unless a man is born again, he will
not see the Kingdom of God (John
:).” While you “come as you are,” you
must leave differently!
It is because God does not accept
a sinner into Heaven as he is, that
the sinner must come to God to get
cleaned up in the first place!
But repentance has been neutered
from the Gospel by many, being found
too hard to preach and too hard to
live. Few travel the narrow road. Even
fewer preach it.
“It is a people sermon that gives no
offence; that neither makes the hearer
displeased with himself nor with the
preacher.” – George Whitefield.
We must see men changed, not see
men pleased! If a Christian pleases all
men there is something wrong with
him. “Woe to you when all men speak
well of you, for their fathers used to
treat the false prophets in the same
way (Luke :2).”
A Christianity which pleases a
Christ-rejecting world is not a Christianity that has Christ in it.
If we were to look back upon much
of the ministry over the past hundred
years, we would see the horrible sight
of the promises of God being preached
without the conditions of God.
Heaven has been promised to the hellbound, and pardon has been preached
to the unrepentant!
We would see the narrow gate to
Heaven being made broad, so that one
no longer has to “strive to enter in,”
and we would see the sharp word of
God being made dull, so as not to offend a sinful world which is an offence
to God!
The conditional has been declared
unconditional, the required has been
declared unnecessary, and many still
wonder why our world hasn’t been
changed, being left almost entirely
unaffected by the power of the Gospel.
And anyone who thinks contrary
about the state of the world is dreaming, looking with their eyes wide
shut upon moral degeneration, where
homosexuals can adopt innocent children, mothers can murder their own
babies, and children can play simulated games of unspeakable violence. The
world on a grease slide down to hell,
and few are willing to even admit it, let
alone try to save anyone from it.
And at the root of all this compro-

mise is a love of the world, a desire for
acceptance, a rejection of the cross,
and a wandering from the foolishness
of God over into the wisdom of the
world.
The prison cell of pleasing man is a
dark cell indeed, even though it first
appears to be bright and promising.
It’s a deadly trap which can drain the
body of Christ of the Spirit and Truth
of God.

To walk the narrow
with the few
God calls the Church to preach to
the world, not to seek to please the
world. We must preach what God says,
not what men want. It’s not what men
want to hear, but what men need to
hear, which God calls us to declare.
“May we live to please the Lord alone,
Knowing this world is not our home
May we please the Lord in all we do!
To walk the narrow with the few”
A true Christian is one who is entirely controlled by the Lord, one who
is wholly detached from the course of
this world, seeking to please and bring
praise to the One who alone is worthy
to be praised. “Whose praise is not of
men, but of God (Romans 2:29).”
A true follower of Christ is one who
can be spoken of as Christ was, when
they said of him, “we know that You
are truthful and teach the way of
God in truth, and defer to no one; for
You are not partial to any (Matthew
22:1).”
There is a need today for the fear of
the Lord alone. The fear of God excludes the possibility of fearing man. A
preoccupation with pleasing God excludes the possibility of pleasing man.
We must have a single heart of devotion, a singleness of fear, a singleness of
service, if we are to produce anything
worthy of the name Christianity.
We can either change the world or
allow the world to change us. We have
the choice of being the fearful puppets
of the world, the lying puppets of the
devil, speaking whatever pleases men,
or we can be the true servants of God,
speaking what is pleasing and acceptable to the Lord, not allowing our light
to become darkness, but overcoming
the darkness with the light.
“And He that sent me is with me, the
Father has not left me alone, because
I always do those things that please
Him (John :29).”
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by Andrew A Bonar (1810-1892)
“He shall take the two goats and present them before the Lord at
the doorway of the tent of meeting. Aaron shall cast lots for the two
goats, one lot for the Lord and the other lot for the scapegoat. Then
Aaron shall offer the goat on which the lot for the Lord fell, and
make it a sin offering. But the goat on which the lot for the scapegoat fell shall be presented alive before the Lord, to make atonement upon it, to send it into the wilderness as the scapegoat… The
goat shall bear on itself all their iniquities to a solitary land; and
he shall release the goat in the wilderness (Leviticus 16:7-10, 22).”
NE of the most arresting and instructive
ceremonies of the day of atonement was the
presenting of the double sin-offering. This sin-offering (unlike any other, and resembling only the
two birds in the leper’s cleansing) consisted of the
sacrifice of one goat and the sending away of the
other out of sight forever.
It was a sin-offering, which deliberately presented two
sides or aspects of the truth – namely, how God can
be satisfied in the case of a sinner, and how the sinner’s
guilty conscience is to be satisfied.
1. The first goat taught how God can be satisfied in
the case of a sinner. Aaron laid his hand on the head
of this atoning offering, to show the laying upon it the
sin of those for whom he acted, and then slew the goat.
Having done this, he carried its blood in a bowl into the
most holy place, where, standing right in front of the
mercy-seat, he sprinkled it again and again, seven times.
He then repeated his sprinkling upon the mercy-seat
itself again and again, seven times.
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And there the shed blood, the outpoured life of this
victim, substituted in the room of Israel, was laid down
before Jehovah in the most solemn manner, and was
left there on the very mercy-seat, as well as in front of it,
under the bright cloud of glory.
So it was presented to the Lord, and lay all year round
under his eye, the glory resting over it. Or, in other
words, the God of glory accepting it and saying, by that
cloud resting over it, “I am satisfied; I am well pleased
to take the substitute’s death in place of the sinner, on
whom lies the sentence, ‘You shall die!’”
By this type the sinner is taught that God accepts a
substitute. Especially, it shows us how God, in all his
truth, and holiness, and righteousness, is able to save a
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guilty soul to the uttermost, by taking a victim in his stead. The
type thus proclaims that God is fully satisfied in the death of His
beloved Son, whose blood it was that fulfilled all types.
And so we have here an aspect of the truth – the certainty that
God is well pleased with Christ’s being “made sin for us,” in
order that we might become “the righteousness of God in Him (2
Corinthians 5:21).”
2. The second goat (which we usually call the scapegoat) was
intended to teach how the guilty conscience of a sinner can be
satisfied. If a holy and just God sees enough in the beloved Son
– “made sin for us” – to give Him complete satisfaction, it is plain
that a sinner’s conscience, however deeply awakened, however
sensitive and tender, may be satisfied on the same grounds.
If only the sinner sees in that sin-offering what God sees in it,
the sinner cannot help being satisfied, being persuaded that God
has found all that vindicated His character, and showed Him to
be just, while justifying the ungodly.
The object of the scapegoat, therefore, was to make known to
Israel the fact that God was fully satisfied. Everything connected
with the scapegoat confirmed this aspect of the truth. It was (so
to speak) a re-enacting before all the people of what had been
enacted before God in the case of the first goat.
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This done, the goat, with its load of imputed guilt,
is led away in sight of all the people – led out of the
camp, away to the wilderness. “A fit man,” a qualified
person, chosen for the express purpose, leads it away,
and as it passes along every eye rests on it with solemn
interest.
They watch his progress after he leaves the furthest
circle of tents – they continue to follow him till he and
the scapegoat are mere specks on the distant horizon.
Didn’t that scapegoat (that is, “goat of departing” or
“goat that has gone away”) tell what had been done
with Israel’s sins? Didn’t it say that sin has been put
completely out of sight, never to be seen again?
The scapegoat, with its awful load of sin confessed
over it, is the substitute for Israel. The lightning of
God’s wrath must angle toward its guilty head, leaving Israel untouched. Let us follow it into its rugged,
uninhabited land.

Accordingly, while some of the blood of that first goat was to
be “put upon the horns of the altar (verse 18),” that all men might
see it as they stood in the courts, Aaron was directed to take the
second goat and deal peculiarly with it. And so it was: Aaron laid
both his hands upon its head, confessing over it all the iniquities
and all the transgressions of the children of Israel, in all their sins
(verse 21).
The sins that have already been atoned for by the blood of the
first goat are afresh brought out to view, and all Israel hears what
it was that Aaron atoned for, and what it was that the Lord accepted an atonement for, in the most holy place.
It was, O Israel, every sin of yours, and every form of sin – sin
in all its aggravations, sin of crimson and scarlet dye. Yes, listen,
and you will hear that it was not your merit or worth that Aaron
carried in, but your guilt and wickedness, your sin, your transgressions, your iniquities, “which offend infinite majesty, despise infinite authority, affront infinite sovereignty, abuse infinite mercy,
provoke infinite justice, oppose infinite holiness, hate infinite
love.”
Aaron stands before all the people, both his hands resting on the
head of the goat, to express the thorough and undoubted transference of guilt.
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It is now left alone. Its solitary cry is echoed by wild
rocks; the howling of beasts of prey terrifies it; the
gloom of night settles down upon it, and leaves it
shivering with strange fear. Perhaps it is toward the
Dead Sea that it directs its steps; but everywhere is
barrenness and melancholy desolation. And then the
storm lowers, the thunder roars, and the lightning
from the dark cloud may perhaps stretch it lifeless on
the ground.
In any event, the scapegoat was never to return; the
sin-laden victim was never to reappear; for Israel must
know that their sin has been put away out of sight forever. And in proportion, as man dwelt upon this fact,
his conscience would cease to tremble. If he saw in all
this God so satisfied that he had removed our iniquity
from us “as far as the east is from the west,” then his
peace would be complete.
And can we not see there is still another view of
Christ here? There is in that melancholy scapegoat,
led away to its dreary solitude, something represented
concerning him who was a Man of Sorrows. There is
something here about him who, “made a curse for us,”
was led away to unknown woes, left to suffer alone,
abandoned by all, receiving no sympathy from earth or
heaven. “You have removed lover and friend far from
me; My acquaintances are in darkness” is his cry. He
looks on his right, and there is none; refuge fails him:
no man cares for his soul. And so it was he plunged
into that mysterious darkness of wrath, bearing with
him all the sins of all his Israel.
“That scapegoat’s disappearance is the disappearance of all my sins!” may be the joyful exclamation
of the soul whom the Spirit has enabled to accept the
Substitute. God is satisfied in Him, and thus my soul
is at rest. Jesus shows to the Father nothing but his
own blood (never anything whatsoever of worth in
the sinner) in pleading for souls; and His Holy Spirit
nothing else to a guilty conscience, in order to bring it
to perfect peace.
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by Vance Havner
“What does this mean (Acts 2:12)?”
“This is that (Acts 2:16)…”
“What shall we do (Acts 2:7)?”
HAT shall we do to recover
the lost radiance of the Christian faith? Strange thing about us
Christians: we would not leave our
faith for anything, but neither will
we live it! We would not give it up,
but neither do we give it out.
“Man has never been willing to give
up the next world for this or this world
for the next.” We are afraid not to give
something to the cause of Christ: we
are equally afraid to give it everything.
And yet, if it’s worth anything it’s
worth everything.
Who will arise in all the babel of
our confusion, the rattle of our empty
worship, the whir of our religious
wheels-within-wheels, and recapture
the fervour of the first apostleship?
We shall have a dull time of it until
we either live our faith or take down
our sign.
The study of the Acts of the Apostles is always a delightful experience,
for something was happening every
minute in those days. It can be a disturbing experience, for it shows us up
in all our complacency and coldness.
And it can be a depressing experience,
for when one compares the flaming
fervour of the first church with the
pitiful imitation we behold today it
is evident that a lot of water has run
under the bridge since those days.
Human nature hasn’t changed; the
human heart is the same. The Early
Church met the same kinds of problems we face today, the same combinations of opportunity and opposition,
“open doors and many adversaries.”
They wore different clothes and were
called by different names, but essentially the same issues were involved.
14

W

But then the church was in conflict
with the forces without; now she is at
a compromise with them. Then it was
antagonism: now it is often alliance.
The Early Church met Sadduceeism. The Sadducees denied the resurrection, they were rationalists. We
call them modernists, a misnomer, for
modernism is not modern; it is one of
the mustiest things in existence.
We have had it ever since men first
doubted God’s Word and denied the
supernatural. But the Church today is
not meeting Sadduceeism as the Early
Church met it. Then it was outside
the Church; now it is inside, even in
pulpits.
The Early Church met Pharisaism. That was ritualism, form without
force. Once again, what was outside
the Church then is inside now. And
don’t think that “having a form of
godliness but denying the power
thereof” applies only to liberal churches. There are fundamental fellowships,
right in their dispensations and wrong
in their dispositions, resting at ease in
Zion, snug and smug in their orthodoxy, but just as powerless in their
holier-than-thou Pharisaism as the
groups they criticise.
The Early Church encountered
Ananias and Sapphira. Their sin did
not lie in giving part or in keeping part
but in pretending that the part was the
whole. The Church was at such a fever
heat of consecration that liars could
not stand it.
If we had spiritual purity like that in
our sanctuaries there would be corpses
all over the place!
But today men, with fingers crossed,
one hand behind their backs, sing, “I
surrender all.” Although we have had
courses galore in stewardship and have
been told countless times that we are
not our own but are bought with a

price, we still withhold from God our
time and talents and money and, above
all, ourselves. We’re not in contrast
with Ananias and Sapphira but in collusion with them.
The Early Church met persecution. Peter and John were forbidden
to preach in the Name of Jesus. But
instead of praying for diplomacy the
church prayed for more boldness – the
thing that got them into trouble in
the first place. From then on, the path
of the church was a path of blood and
fire, but “the blood of the martyrs was
the seed of the church.”
The church always has prospered in
persecution but suffered in prosperity.
She is secure in danger but endangered
by security. She has always been rich
when poor, and poor when rich. She
has had least treasure in heaven when
she has had most money in the bank.
You cannot stop the church by persecution: cut off one head and two more
will appear. But if you want to smother
the church, patronise and popularise
her. Fill her rolls with the worthless
names of unregenerate members. Fill
her offices with unconsecrated worldlings, her choirs with unsaved singers,
her societies with social climbers, and
you will discover that what satan could
never accomplish as a roaring lion of
persecution he can achieve as a patronising angel of light.
The Early Church met idolatry. I
am thinking of Paul in Athens. He
didn’t come to Athens as a tourist but
as an evangelist, and as he walked in
that centre of art and culture he saw
only their need of Christ.
It has been said that “the ugly little
Jew had no eye for beauty” – but he
did have. He had seen Jesus, and it had
utterly spoiled him for everything else.
In Athens Paul saw only a city given
to idolatry. He didn’t sit around disPrepare the Way

cussing the favourite subjects of those
Athenians forever chasing some new
thing. He had only one subject and he
lost no time getting around to it.
They listened until he came to the
resurrection and repentance and then,
like many today, they smiled him away.
Today they tell us preachers that when
we go to Athens we should read up on
their favourite subjects, and we have
done so. Instead of meeting the intellectualism of the age with the resurrection and a call to repentance, we have
gone in for book reviewing.
We have joined the clubs of Athens;
we have attended her pink teas and
laughed at her jokes. We have modelled our sermons to tickle her ears.
The Early Church met demonism,
in Philippi and Ephesus, for instance.
Paul, as usual, had a head-on collision.
If you think our cities are any better
today you don’t know our cities. Never
was demonism more rampant.
Walk up and down the streets, listen
to the hellish jungle music floating
from every haunt of sin. Listen to the
foul blasphemy that fills the polluted
air. Read the hideous crimes in our
newspapers. Demonism is no outmoded superstition of an ignorant past. But
the church today is not meeting it as
Paul met it; she is trying to handle it
with psychiatry instead of preaching.
She has forgotten that only when the
Stronger Man has bound the strong
man can we say: “Greater is he that is
in me than he that is in the world.”
The Early Church met Apollos.
A learned man, a disciple of John the
Baptist, he was living up to the light he
had. He didn’t know the full truth of
the Gospel or the power of the Spirit
until he sat at the feet of Aquila and
Priscilla.
And there are many churches no
farther along than Apollos. There are
congregations of whom it might truly
be said, so far as experience is concerned, “We have not so much as heard
whether there be any Holy Spirit.”
No matter what the Early Church
met, she met it triumphantly. What
is the matter with us that we do not
follow her example? What shall we
do to recapture the lost radiance? We
are up to our ears in problems, and we
generally end up our discussions by
saying, “And there’s nothing you can
do about it.”
There was a reason for the radiance of
the Early Church, and that reason was
Pentecost. Two questions were asked
Prepare the Way

by the people who looked on that day:
“What does this mean?” and “What
shall we do?”
Today we are trying to reverse the
order. We are trying to make men
ask, “What must I do to be saved?”
before they have seen enough in our
churches to make them ask: “What
does this mean?” We are emphasising
evangelism without revival, which is
not God’s order. When men have first
been amazed by a church fi lled with
the Spirit we can expect them to inquire further as to the way of salvation.
“What does this mean?” they asked.
Peter said, “This is that which was spoken by the prophet Joel.” Now, there is
more in the prophecy of Joel that may
be applied to our profit today.
Joel lived in a day of trouble, of calamity and judgement. We live in a day
of judgement which has begun at the
house of God, corrective judgement
for the saint and condemnatory judgement for the sinner.
Joel was a revivalist. He called first
for A Sweeping Revival. It was a call
to all ages: “Gather the people, sanctify
the congregation, assemble the elders,
gather the children, and those that
suck the breasts: let the bridegroom go
forth from his chamber and the bride
out of her closet.”
A revival may be spearheaded by
youth, for example, but to be a real
revival it must reach all ages. Middleaged people are too inclined to sit back
and let the young people go forward.
Preachers were included in Joel’s call:
“Let the priests, the ministers of the
Lord, weep...” What is needed today
is a stirring of God’s Spirit among all
ages, all groups, in pulpit and pew.
Joel called also for A Weeping
Revival: “Gird yourselves and lament,
you priests: howl, you ministers of the
altar: come, lie all night in sackcloth,
you ministers of my God... Sanctify a
fast, call a solemn meeting, gather the
elders and all the inhabitants of the
land into the house of the Lord your
God, and cry unto the Lord.”
Mr Finney said there could be no revival until Mr Amen and Mr Wet-Eyes
were found in the congregation.
David tells us that what God wants is
a broken and contrite heart. Nehemiah
wept. Paul warned men night and day
with tears. Jesus wept. The Spirit prays
for us with unutterable groanings. We
had better groan a little for ourselves!
Joel gives us the proper motive for
revival. The ministers were to pray:

“Spare your people, O Lord, and give
not your heritage to reproach, that the
heathen should rule them: wherefore
should they say among the people,
Where is their God?”
Men are by-passing the Church today
and saying in derision, “Where is your
power? Where is the Holy Spirit you
talk about? You have nothing from
heaven.” Why do we want revivals?
Preachers sometimes want them in
order to increase their membership.
Sometimes we want our loved ones
saved so that they will be easier to live
with. All this is selfish.
We are not to want revival primarily
for the world’s sake or the nation’s
sake or even the churches’ sake but
for God’s sake, for the honour of His
Name, so that the world may no longer
pass by and jeer. “Not unto us, O Lord,
not unto us but unto Your name give
glory for Your mercy and for Your
truth’s sake. Why should the heathen
say, Where is their God?”
Then Joel pleads for A Reaping
Revival, and there will always be a
harvest, both material and spiritual.
“Then will the Lord be jealous for his
land and pity his people.”
Has God not told us that if His people repent He will forgive and heal the
land? Joel says He will send corn and
wine and oil. Under grace, as well as
back then, there are physical by-products in a genuine revival.
God will restore the years which the
locust has eaten, says Joel, and He has
done just that again and again. And
there will be the pouring out of His
Spirit as there was at Pentecost and
as there may be in gracious infillings
when the Church turns to the Lord.
Notice that just as all ages were invited by Joel to repent, so all ages share in
the blessing. The Spirit is to be poured
out on all flesh: sons and daughters,
old men, young men, servants and
handmaidens. And there will be the
reaping of souls for whoever shall call
upon the Name of the Lord shall be
saved. After the Church has her lost
joy restored and is upheld afresh by
the Spirit, transgressors will be taught
God’s ways and sinners be converted.
The Church won’t get on its feet until
it first gets on its knees. Ezekiel said,
“The Spirit entered into me and set me
upon my feet.” After we have repented
and are Spirit-fi lled, we shall stand on
our feet in testimony and men shall
first ask, “What does this mean?” and
then, “What shall we do?”
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The true
meaning of ‘Amen’
by Zac Poonen
NE day God took Abraham
outside his tent and told him,
“Look towards the heavens and see
if you can count the stars there.
That’s how many descendants you
are going to have (Genesis 15:5).” At
that time Abraham didn’t even have
one child. There are millions of stars
in the sky.
And it says that Abraham believed
the Lord (Genesis 1:). The word “believe” there in the original Hebrew is
“aman” from which we get the English
word “Amen” which means “I believe
that it will be so.”
So when God told Abraham that his
seed would be like the stars of heaven,
Abraham just said, “Amen. I believe
it will be so.” That’s it. And it was fulfilled. Today, the children of Abraham
(physically and spiritually) number in
millions.
Faith means saying “Amen” when
God has said something to you. Faith
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is always based on the word of God.
“Faith comes by hearing and hearing
by the word of God (Romans 10:1).”
You can’t have faith, if you don’t
listen to God. Abraham heard God
first. Then he said “Amen.” Nowadays,
I find many believers saying that they
have faith for things about which God
has said nothing. They say: “I have
faith that God will give me a Mercedes-Benz car. And I believe it’s going
to be black in colour.”
That’s not faith. That is presumption.
It is tempting God. Faith can be born
only after hearing God speaking to us
first. Only then can we say, “Amen. It
shall be so.” If you remember this, you
will be saved from presumption and
from “counterfeit faith.”
Faith begins with God’s promise
and not with our desires. That which
begins with our own desires will only
lead to Babylon. What begins with
God will lead to Jerusalem. Once God
has spoken, we must keep on saying,
“Amen” to it, all through our life, no

matter how long God takes to fulfil
His Word.
But in Genesis 1, we read that Sarah
was impatient. She suggested to Abraham to have children through Hagar,
her maid (Genesis1:2). What did Abraham do then? Unfortunately he said,
“Amen” to Sarah, too. That caused a
problem for Abraham’s descendants
that has now lasted for 4 000 years.
What are we to learn from this incident? Just this: that we must never say
“Amen” to man’s word when God has
told us something else. God can solve
any problem we have, without our having to adopt carnal methods. We don’t
need Sarah’s advice. God is well able to
do what He has promised.
Thus Ishmael was born (Genesis
1:1). Notice something here. When
Ishmael was born, Abraham was 
years old. The next verse carries on
from when Abraham was 99 years old
(Genesis1:1 & 1:1). What happened
during those 1 years? The Lord was
silent. The Lord appeared to Abraham
again only when he was 99, after a
silence of 1 years.
It is as if the Lord was saying to him,
“Did you say ‘Amen’ to Sarah’s suggestions? Then you will have to learn
a painful lesson. I won’t speak to you
for 1 years, until you learn to value My
voice more than anyone else’s.”
Yes, God is very strict. He teaches
us some lessons in a very hard way at
times – for otherwise the lesson won’t
sink in. 1 years is a long time to live
without hearing God. But Abraham
learnt his lesson by then and never
consulted Sarah again – not even
when he was told to sacrifice Isaac
much later.
God did not give up on Abraham.
He now told him, “Your name will no
longer be called Abram (exalted father)
but your name will be Abraham
(father of a multitude). You won’t just
have that name; you will actually be
the father of a multitude.”
Abraham said, “Amen” once again
– and within a year he got a son, when
things appeared hopeless. God gave
him a son because he finally learnt to
say, “Amen” to God alone.
Abraham had learnt his lesson.
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A Christian Alphabet
From The Christian Treasury of 1859
Aim at the promotion of God’s glory;
at the destruction of sin; at the overthrow of satan; at the conversion of
sinners; and at perfection of Christian
character.
Beware of laziness in secret duties and
of pride in public duties; of envy in adversity, and of self-importance in prosperity; of self-confidence in labouring
for God, and of self-complacence when
labours are crowned with a blessing.
Confess your sins with penitence,
your mistakes and your ignorance
with humility. He who never says to
God, “I have sinned” cannot possess
the pleasures of pardon. He who never
acknowledges his errors cannot enjoy
human friendship; and he who pretends to know more than he does will
remain ignorant of many things.
Delight much in God’s glorious
character, holy moral image, beauteous
works, wise providence and magnificent intentions.
Enquire of God for direction; of past
experience for warning; of the cross for
motives; and of the cloud of witnesses
for encouragement.
Fear God with child-like fear; sin with
holy fear; the world and satan with
cautious fear; and yourself with jealous
fear.
Get truth into the judgement; the
atonement into the conscience; God’s
love into the heart; the promises into
the memory; and the coming of Christ
into the eye. This is obeying the Divine
commandment to “Get wisdom.”
Help the poor with your property; the
ignorant with your knowledge; the
sorrowful with your sympathy; and all
with your prayers.
Instruct your family from the Bible;
the Church by your gifts and graces;
the world by your example and influence; and yourself by observation and
meditation. But attempt nothing without first sitting at the feet of Jesus, and
seeking the help of the Holy Spirit.
Join courteousness with faithfulness;
gentleness with zeal; spirituality with
diligence in business; prayer with
everything.
Know the Lord, and trust Him
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always; know your own heart, and suspect it constantly; know your friends,
and treat them kindly; know your spiritual foes, and watch them narrowly.
Lament over your sins; over your daily
faults and shortcomings; over a weak
and divided Church; over a deluded
and dying world; over God’s will
hated and His mercy despised. While
lamenting, avoid false humility, sweeping judgements, and critical thoughts.
Mix faith with hearing; confidence
with prayer; hope with affliction;
kindness with reproof; and the salt of
grace with your common conversation.
Note the kindnesses of God towards
you with gratitude; the operation of
His Spirit in you with hope; and the
watchfulness of the world and satan
over you with attention.
Open your mouth wide at the throne
of grace; in conversation, thoughtfully;
in affliction, not at all; in proclaiming or repeating the faults of others,
never – except when it is plain that the
honour of God requires it.
Persevere in seeking to know Christ
more; to feel the Holy Spirit; to do
more for the Church; to grieve on
account of sin and over sinners; and to
rejoice in God’s character, promises,
and glory.
Quench not the Spirit by any means;
but quench the fires of sin, satan, and
strife by all means. Quench not the fire
of zeal, in yourself or others, by procrastination or fear of eccentricity.
Reverence God’s name and never use
it thoughtlessly; His book, and
bow to its decisions; God’s
house and frequent it prayerfully, punctually, and constantly; a brother’s character; the
acts and sayings of the wise and
good, and seek to imitate them.
Sacrifice your own
will and opinion to
God’s verdict; man’s
applause for God’s
approval; your own
ease for His service;
and all the treasures
of earth for His presence.
Try to be affectionate

in the family; affable in all your dealings with others; awake to your own
proper sphere of duty; and active in the
Church of God. The way to be all this
is to be attentive to truth, and alive to
the closet. A Christian must be a wasp
not a drone; let him rather imitate the
dove, and learn of the ant.
Use the world without abusing it;
the relations of life without idolising them; the truth of God without
perverting it; and all means, friends,
instruments, without trusting any.
Visit the Bible to learn wisdom; the
throne of grace to obtain strength; the
sick, the dying, and the poor, to cure
discontent; Calvary, to increase love;
and hell, heaven, and judgement, to
crush a worldly spirit.
Work for God; work while it is called
today; work humbly, for without
Christ you can do nothing; work
penitently for your best actions are
very imperfect; work hopefully, for you
serve a kind Master and a rich Rewarder; work carefully, for He marks
the heart and records the motives;
work perseveringly, for only those who
endure unto the end shall be saved;
work lovingly, for Jesus did, angels do,
and all the saved shall eternally.
Yearn after daily fellowship with
Christ in His sufferings, and daily
conformity to Him in His meekness
and gentleness. Yearn to yield yourself
entirely to God, and to be a means of
bringing others to Him.
Zealously plead for God-spread truth
and mortify sin, and
thus prove that
you belong to
that peculiar
people who
are zealous for
good works.
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The Seeds
of Revival

compiled and edited by David
Smithers
VAN Roberts, while reflecting
on the problems of The Welsh
Revival of 104, wrote, “The mistake was to become occupied with
the effects of the revival and not to
watch and pray in protecting the
cause of the revival.”
The lasting success of the next move
of God may very well depend upon
our willingness to receive Mr Roberts’
warning! There are many today who
are foolishly pursuing the effects of
revival at the expense of neglecting
the conditions of revival. No harvest is
ever any greater than the seeds and soil
in which it was planted.
To neglect the seeds of revival is to
ultimately plague the fruit of revival.
A rich source of instruction on this
subject is found in the writings of
Frank Bartleman, who was an active
participant in the famous Azusa Street
Revival of 190. While I cannot endorse all of Mr Bartleman’s doctrines
and opinions, it would be foolish to
ignore his genuine spiritual insight.
Unlike many other Church historians, Bartleman paid careful attention
to each step the Holy Spirit took in
preparing God’s people for revival. In
fact he wrote more about the Church’s
preparation for revival than he did
about the actual revival.
Being a man gifted and active in
intercession, he was aware of a revival
coming to Los Angeles long before
many others. As Bartleman watched
and prayed, he was able to accurately
trace the Spirit’s preliminary movements among the churches in Los Angeles. It is these kinds of observations
that make Frank Bartleman’s writings
so rich and prophetic for our needy
generation.
Undeniably, revival is a miraculous
work of God, but true revival never
comes apart from the preparation
and the participation of a remnant of
God’s people. Oh, how the Church
needs to rediscover the unchanging
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principles of revival. It is time for a
new wave of young pioneers to rise up
and co-operate with the Holy Spirit’s
revival process. It is time for us to
break up our fallow ground and once
again nurture the fruitful seeds of
revival. Let’s go back with Mr Bartleman, through his writings, as he
identifies these precious seeds.
Almost a year before The Azusa
Street Revival, in an article written
for God’s Revivalist, Frank Bartleman
urged the Church to prepare herself
for a mighty visitation.
He writes, “Christendom is rapidly
assuming an attitude of expectancy,
the great prerequisite for a visitation
from God. The Lord is choosing His
workers, our chance is at the door. This
is a time to realise the vision of service,
we cannot afford to miss the blessing
and reward He desires for us. It may be
our last great chance to win souls for
heaven. Oh what a privilege! What a
responsibility!”
Bartleman later recorded how many
Christians missed the Azusa outpouring because of their own unwillingness
to seek revival on God’s terms.
He writes, “During those months
preceding the Pentecost, the Spirit was
constantly seeking a company through
which He could manifest Himself,
and gather the people. He used various
agencies and instruments just as far as
He could... After the Spirit had made
several desperate efforts, and a number
had failed Him, he finally succeeded
with a crude, weak body... There was
little to commend itself even in this,
aside from a desperate abandonment
and childlike faith. But these were the
prerequisites for the beginning of the
work.”
On December 22, 1904, Frank Bartleman and his wife and two daughters
moved to Los Angeles. He had an
unexplainable impression that God
was getting ready to do something
wonderful in the Los Angeles area.
For months he moved around the city
visiting and preaching at various Holi-

ness missions. During this time he
also came into a deeper dimension of
prayer and intercession.
He had been corresponding with
Evan Roberts and had received encouragement from him to pray for a mighty
awakening in California. Soon Bartleman began to experience seasons of
intense travailing prayer. After visiting
Joseph’s Smale’s First Baptist church,
Bartleman was greatly encouraged to
find some tokens of what he had been
praying for.
Bartleman writes, “June 1, 190 I
went to Los Angeles to attend a meeting at the First Baptist Church. They
were waiting on God for an outpouring of the Spirit there. Their pastor,
Joseph Smale, had just returned from
Wales. He had been in touch with the
revival and Evan Roberts and was on
fire to have the same visitation and
blessing come to his own church in
Los Angeles...”
On Joseph Smale’s return to Los Angeles, he quickly organised his church
into small home prayer groups. He
also encouraged his people to look for
the return of the apostolic gifts to the
church. The prayer meetings lasted 1
weeks and almost immediately produced a deep sense of need and expectation for revival.

Full of faith for
mighty things
Bartleman describes the meetings as
follows, “Pastor Smale started prayer
meetings in his church to wait on
God for an outpouring of the Spirit
similar to that which they were having
in Wales. God wonderfully anointed
him to exhort the people. He was
full of faith for mighty things. These
prayer meetings ran for a number of
weeks, and there was much spontaneous worship and some very wonderful
healings.
“Faith increased rapidly for extraordinary things... God made Pastor Smale
a regular Moses to lead us toward the
Promised Land. But soon the church
dignitaries could tolerate the new,
spontaneous order no longer. They
ordered it to cease, or the Pastor to
resign. The consequence was the Pastor
wisely decided to go on with God, and
the Lord and the people went with
him. The cloud moved. A New TestaPrepare the Way
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wonderfully led and blessed, up to the
Spring of 190.”
Sadly, the freedom in prayer and worship that Joseph Smale had encouraged
was ultimately not accepted by some
of his fellow Baptists. One of the first
signs of this was seen in their open attack on the spirit of prayer.
Bartleman describes one such occasion, “At Smale’s church one day I was
groaning in prayer at the altar. The
spirit of intercession was upon me. A
brother rebuked me severely. He did
not understand it. The flesh naturally
shrinks from such ordeals. The groans
are no more popular in most churches
than is a woman in birth-pangs in the
home.
“Soul-travail does not make pleasant
company for selfish worldlings. But
we cannot have souls born without
it. Child bearing is anything but a
popular exercise these days. And so
with a real revival of newborn souls
in the churches. Modern society has
little place for a child-bearing mother,
and so with the church’s regarding
soul-travail of birth, and so the church
desires no groans today. She is too busy
enjoying herself.”
Again Bartleman comments on the
Baptist leader’s unwillingness to go on
with God: “I went to Smale’s church
that night, and he resigned. The meetings had run daily in the First Baptist
Church for 1 weeks. It was now September. He was told to either stop the
revival, or get out. He wisely chose the
Prepare the Way
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church to take, to throw God out.
“In this same way they later drove the
Spirit of God out of the churches in
Wales. They were tired of His presence, desiring to return to the old,
cold, ecclesiastical order. How blind
men are! The most spiritual of Pastor
Smale’s members naturally followed
him, with a nucleus of other workers
who had gathered to him from other
sources, during the revival.”

Great freedom
and blessing
Pastor Smale established the First
New Testament Church in Burbank
Hall at 42 South Main Street, Los
Angeles, in early 190. For months the
newly organised church experienced
great freedom and blessing. However,
before long they too were struggling to
keep in step with the Spirit of revival.
Bartleman became very concerned
for this little fellowship which once
looked so promising. “The New Testa-

ment Church seemed to be losing the
spirit of prayer as they increased their
organisation. They now tried to shift
this ministry on a few of us. I knew
God was not pleased with that, and
I became much burdened for them.
They had taken on too many secondary interests. It began to look as
though the Lord would have to find
another body. My hopes had been high
for this particular company of people.
But the enemy seemed to be sidetracking them now, leading them to miss
God’s best for them...
“They were now even attempting to
organise prayer, an impossible thing.
Prayer is spontaneous. I felt it were
better not to have organised than to
lose the ministry of prayer and spirit
of revival as a body. It was for this they
had been called in the beginning. They
had become ambitious for a church
and organisation. It seemed hard to
them not to be like the other nations
(churches) round about them. And
right here they surely began to fail.
“As church work increased the real
issue was lost sight of. Human organisation and human programmes leave
very little room for the free Spirit of
God.
“It is very easy to choose second best.
The prayer life is needed much more
than buildings or organisations. These
are often a substitute for the other.
Souls are born into the Kingdom only
through prayer. I feared the New Testament church might develop a party,
sectarian spirit. A rich lady offered
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them the money to build a church edifice with. The devil was bidding high.
“But she soon withdrew her offer. I
confess I was glad she did. They would
soon have had no time for anything
but building then. It would have been
the end of their revival. We had been
called out to evangelise Los Angeles, not to build up another sect. We
needed no more organisation nor machinery than what was really necessary
for the speedy evangelising of the city.
Surely we had enough separate rival
church organisations already, each
working largely for its own interest,
advancement, and glory...
“The New Testament Church seemed
to be drifting toward intellectualism.
I became much burdened for it... I felt
the New Testament church was failing
God, and I was looking to see where
the Spirit might come forth... The
curse everywhere was spiritual pride.
Hiding their nakedness from God....

No more vessels
to fill
“The oil (The Holy Spirit) ceases to
flow, as in Elijah’s time, when there
are no more empty vessels to be filled.
People do not sense their need of God.
But wherever there is a hungry heart,
God will fill it. ‘The rich (or full) He
has sent away empty.’
“They did not break through at Pastor Smale’s assembly. There was too
much reserve there. God had taken
them as far as He could.”
Yet God was still determined to find
a people whom He could use to bring
revival. He now moved in among a
small group of humble and praying
people at 214N Bonnie Brae Street.
Bartleman found himself among them
just as the revival fires started to burn.
He writes, “March 2, I went to a cottage meeting on Bonnie Brae Street.
Both white and coloured saints were
meeting there for prayer. I had attended a cottage meeting shortly before
this, at another place, where I first met
Brother Seymour. He had just come
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from Texas. He was a coloured man,
very plain, spiritual, and humble. He
attended the meetings at Bonnie Brae
Street. He was blind in one eye....
“There was a general spirit of humility manifested in the meeting. They
were taken up with God. Evidently the
Lord had found the little company at
last, outside as always, through whom
He could have right of way. There was
not a mission in the country where this
could be done. All were in the hands
of men. The Spirit could not work.
“Others far more pretentious had
failed. That which man esteems had
been passed by once more, and the
Spirit born again in a humble stable. A
body must be prepared, in repentance
and humility, for every outpouring of
the Spirit...
“They decided to wait on God in a
10-day special petitioning of God and
in yielding themselves to Him. The
time had come. God had found the
right company at last.”
Soon the meetings became dangerously crowded and another place had
to be found for the prayer services.
The meeting was moved to 12 Azusa
Street under the leadership of William
Seymour.
Discerning as usual, Bartleman
describes the spiritual atmosphere in
and around the new meeting place:
“They opened public meetings in
Azusa St, in an old Methodist Church
that had been for a long time in disuse,
except as a receptacle for old lumber,
plaster, etc. It was very dirty. A space
was cleared large enough to seat a score
or two of persons. We sat on planks
resting on old nail kegs, if I remember
correctly. But God was there.
“The work began in earnest. The fire

had fallen. It was on April 9, 190,
that the Spirit was first poured out on
Bonnie Brae. On April 1 we had the
terrible San Francisco earthquake. It
had a very close connection with the
Pentecostal outpouring... This shook
the whole state, as well as the nation.
Men began to fear God... Their conscience needed to be knocked at. This
paved the way for the revival. Otherwise they would have mocked us....
“God suddenly shut down many little
Holiness missions, tent meetings, etc.,
that had been striving with one another a long time for the pre-eminence.
It would not work any more. They
had to come together. God only could
tame them. There was little going on
anywhere else, but at Azusa St.

This killed them
“All the people were coming. Even
Pastor Smale finally came to Azusa
Mission to hunt his people up. Then
he invited them back to let God have
His way. The fire broke out at his own
Assembly also. When God dries a
place up, it is dry. This, many churches
which opposed the Azusa work soon
found out to their sorrow. They would
not take God’s way. They were also
among the prophets, but when the
Lord came He did not come through
them. This killed them. They would
not go to Azusa, nor let Azusa come
to them. Azusa was despised in their
Prepare the Way

eyes.”
Bartleman continues, “The present
Pentecostal manifestation did not
break out in a moment, like a huge
prairie fire, and set the world on fire.
In fact, no work of God ever appears
that way. There is a necessary time for
preparation. The finished article is not
realised at the beginning. Men may
wonder where it came from, not being
conscious of the preparation, but there
is always such.
“Every movement of the Spirit of
God must also run the gauntlet of
the devil’s forces. The Dragon stands
before the bearing mother, ready to
swallow up her child (Revelation
12:4). And so with the present work
in its beginning. The enemy did much
counterfeiting. God kept the young
child well hid for a season from the
Herods, until it could gain
strength and discernment to
resist them.”
Frank Bartleman’s writing
are a prophetic reminder that
there are distinct seasons of
revival that require our preparation and co-operation.
Revivals don’t just mysteriously happen, they are born
through a co-operative
effort between the Church
and the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit begins
this process by filling
us with a holy discontentment
over our own impotence and spiritual
barrenness. Next, in response to our
hunger, He imparts a divine seed
for revival deep within us. God then
requires us to become broken and willing to co-operate with this vision in
an ongoing process of faith, humility,
repentance and prayer.
Truly, God is the only one who can
open the womb of revival, yet no
revival is ever born without much
costly travail and co-operation by
the Church. In the Kingdom of God
there is no such thing as the luxury of
a surrogate mother or a caesarean. We
must become willing to be painfully
stretched and disfigured, as we carry
and nurture the growing sparks of
revival within us.
Sleepless nights, a change of appetite
and unusual pains are all part of carrying a developing child. Are you willing
for your life to be radically changed
Prepare the Way

people who will yield to His revival
birthing process. “For the eyes of the
Lord run to and fro throughout the
whole earth, to show Himself strong
on behalf of those whose heart is loyal
to Him (2 Chronicles 1:9).”
The Father has already begun this
process among some of His praying
people. Still, if such revival pioneers
are to succeed where so many others
have failed, they must avoid the mistakes of their forefathers.
Within nine years of the Azusa Street
revival, Frank Bartleman was expressing deep concern for the future of the
Pentecostal movement. He recognised
that many of the revival participants
had become distracted by the effects
of the revival and thus lost sight of
God’s primary purposed for revival.
By neglecting the roots of the revival,
Bartleman believed they had inadvertently cursed the spiritual fruit they so
dearly desired.
Our modern churches
must take heed and learn
that there are no shortcuts
to lasting revival. “Except
a kernel of wheat fall into
the ground and die, it abides
alone: but if it dies, it brings
forth much fruit (John
12:24).” There will be no true
l
a
and
revival until we
v
vi t ee die tolasting
e
r
our
own
stupid pride
e
Th mit
and
selfi
sh
ambition.
We must
com
let God the Holy Spirit have
control of His church again.
borWe need to repent and let the
rowed from books. Clever
knocking
Bridegroom back into
human schemes will never substitute
His house.
for a lack of true heart preparation and
In early 190 Frank Bartleman wrote,
travailing prayer.
“I received from God the following
By neglecting these, I fear many are
keynote to revival: The depth of a reneedlessly squandering away their last
vival will be determined exactly by the
opportunity for true revival.
depth of the spirit of repentance.”
“Opportunity once passed,” said
Again he writes, “A body must be
Frank Bartleman, “is lost forever.
prepared,
in repentance and humility
There is a time when the tide is sweepfor every outpouring of the Spirit.”
ing by our door. We may plunge in and
be carried to glorious success and bless- This is one of God’s great unchanging laws of true revival. It applies to
ing and victory. To stand on the bank
all people and for all time. We cannot
shivering from timidity, or paralysed
afford to ignore these clear warnings
by stupor at such a time is to miss all,
from our spiritual forefathers any
and most miserably and eternally fail.
longer.
Oh, our responsibility! The mighty
There will be no glorious, end-time
tide of God’s grace and favour even
harvest until God finds a people who
now is sweeping by us, in its prayer-diwill embrace and nurture the fruitful
rected course.”
seeds of revival; faith, humility, repentOpportunity is pounding at our
ance and prayer.
door. The Father is searching for a
and inconvenienced in your pursuit of
revival? God longs for a help-meet, a
co-labourer, a bride through which He
can father a revival of His presence.
In God’s love and wisdom He had
sovereignly chosen to use frail human beings in this birthing process.
Therefore it is possible for us to hinder
or even completely abort the work of
revival within us. Let us beware lest
we quench or miscarry the work of the
Holy Spirit through our own unbelief
and neglect. Like the young virgin
Mary, it’s time for us to totally yield
to the Father’s desire, saying “Let it be
done unto me according to your word
(Luke 1:).”
I believe the opportunity for a lasting
revival stands before us today. We need
to recognise the time of our visitation.
This is no time to be experimenting
with untested church growth
theories,
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by David Gardiner

Oh Church Arise
The Mandate

For the last 10 years a few
thousand men have gathered in Ireland every year to
encourage one another, hear
the word preached and sing
their hearts
out. Once
again Stuart
Townend
is on hand
to provide
the music and songs while
the huge congregation serve
as the all-male choir to old
songs such as Beautiful One
and To God be the Glory and
the new Townend-penned
song O Church Arise. As an
added bonus to celebrate
the 10th anniversary of the
event they have included an
extra CD of 10 hymns sung
at the event over the years
– a definite must-listen if
you enjoy your worship with
a more classic sound.
In fact, this whole collection has a sound that
will please lovers of the old
hymns, as even the new
songs from Townend read
and sound like something
one of the Wesley’s might
have penned.
Example Lyrics:
O church Arise and put your
armour on

Hear the Call of Christ our
captain
For now the weak can say
that they are strong
In the strength that God has
given
(O church Arise)
Similar Artists: Stuart
Townend, Stoneleigh collection
Other albums in the same
series: All For Jesus, See The
Morning

Arriving
Chris Tomlin

Released in 2004, this is
album has a certain timeless quality about it despite
what might be considered a
more modern sound. From
the opening
exuberance
of Indescribable right
to the softly
sung last
lines of You Do All Things
Well Tomlin has created a collection of modern
hymns, tightly focussed on
the majesty and glory of
God. Simple musical chord
progressions and melodies
make adapting these songs
to congregational worship
an easy task.
Chris Tomlin is the Cofounder of the Austin Stone
Community church and
has been involved in creat-
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ing the campus worship
movement, “Passion.” He
has already written other
good worship songs such as
We Fall Down and Forever
but this album really is a
notch up from anything
we’ve heard from him prior
to this. Highly Recommended…
Example Lyrics:
The Splendour of a King,
Clothed in Majesty,
Let all the Earth Rejoice, all
the earth rejoice
He wraps Himself in light,
And darkness tries to hide
And trembles at His voice,
trembles at His Voice
(How great is our God)
Similar artists: Matt Redman, Tim Hughes, Passion
Other albums by the same
artist: Not to Us, See the
Morning

Worship Volume One:
I stand for you
Tree 3
Tree certainly have come
a long way from their beginnings on the local music
scene all those years ago
and yet, in spite of a lot of
international recognition,
they seem to be one of very
few bands whose vision and
mission has
remained
the same.
The rowdiness of their
rock sound
has always been tempered
with lyrics that focus purely
on God – without watering
things down in the hopes
of selling more. Most of the
albums they have released
prior to this have had worship songs on them but here
is their first pure worship
album.
It’s a mixture of live versions of classics such as Joy
and Treasure as well as new

songs like No Other and
Have Your Way. Guitarist/Singer Jon Ellis has
formed a strong connection with Matt Redman in
recent years, playing guitar
on Matt’s last few albums
– and on this album Matt
returns the favour and
lends vocals to his own song
Nothing But The Blood. It’s
lively, energetic and a good
reminder that there are still
some people who don’t let
fame allow them to forget
the reason for living
Example lyrics:
Jesus, Jesus hear us
As we call on you
As we call your name
Be pleased, Lord
With all that you hear
As we worship you
(Lift)
Similar Artists: Third day
(offerings albums), Matt
Redman
Other albums by the same
artist: The Answer To The
Question

The Everyday Life
Bible
Amplified Version

Through her radio and TV
broadcasts, Joyce Meyer is
one of the most popular
Bible teachers
in the world
today. Using
the same Amplified Version
which the uses
on her shows,
this Bible also features a
heap of notes and commentaries from the very best of
Meyer’s ministry of the past
0 years.
“Because God has used the
Amplified Bible in my life
to open up many truths of
His Word to me, I wanted
to share the insights He has
given me to help others,”
says Meyer
Prepare the Way

Pornography: the
awful statistics

*Worldwide porn sales are
reported to be $57 billion.
Microsoft, which sells the
operating system used on most
of the computers in the world,
reported sales of $36,8 billion in
2004 (Family Safe Media).
*According to the U.S. Justice
Department, in 1998 there
were 28 000 porn websites.
Within three years this number
increased to 280 000.
*60% of all website visits are
sexual in nature (MSNBC
Survey 2000)
*In December, 2000, the
NCPC&F surveyed five
Christian Campuses to see
how younger believers were
doing with sexual purity: 48%
of males admitted to current
porn use, 68% of males said they
intentionally viewed a sexually
explicit site at the school.
*In a survey of over 500 Christian men at a men’s retreat,
over 90% admitted they were
feeling disconnected from God
because lust, porn, or fantasy
had gained a foothold in their
lives (Kenny Luck, Pastors.
com).
*51% of pastors say Internet pornography is a possible temptation, and 37% say it’s a current
struggle. Four in 10 pastors have
visited a porn website (Christianity Today survey, Dec 2001).
*Of those polled at a Promise
Keepers event, 50% said they
had checked out pornographic
material within the past week!

Persecution Growing
in Islamic World

As many as 250 million
Christians worldwide will face
persecution and repression in
2007, just for following Jesus
Christ, according to the latest
roundup of the world’s per-

secution hot spots by Release
International.
Inspire magazine reported
that Release, a voice for the
persecuted church, has found
that most persecution takes
place in four distinct “zones;”
those of Islam, Communism,
Hinduism and Buddhism. But
persecution is growing fastest
of all in the Islamic world.
Governments in even moderate Muslim countries often fail
to safeguard the rights of their
Christian minorities.
One of the world’s worst
abusers of religious freedom
is Saudi Arabia, guardian of
Islam’s holiest sites Mecca
and Medina. A Muslim
found “guilty” of converting
to Christianity could face
the death sentence for apostasy. And anyone who leads
a Muslim to Christ faces jail,
expulsion or execution.
“There’s a conspiracy of
silence around Saudi,” said
Release International’s CEO
Andy Dipper, “probably
because the West wants their
oil and their money. And
while Saudi bans all Christian
literature, it spends billions of
dollars each year propagating
Islam around the world.”
To learn more go to www.
inspiremagazine.org.uk

Iran website heralds
Muslim ‘messiah’

An official state media website
in Iran has posted a message
heralding the coming of the

Shiite messianic figure, Imam
Mahdi, noting he could arrive with Jesus by the spring
equinox.
The Islamic Republic of Iran
broadcasting website said that
the Mahdi will form an army
to defeat the enemies of Islam
in a series of battles, in which
he will overcome his archvillain in Jerusalem. When he
returns, they believe,
he will reign on
earth for seven years,
before bringing
about a final judgement and the end of
the world.
In a greeting to
the world’s Christians for the coming
new year, Iranian
President Mahmoud
Ahmadinejad said
he expects both
Jesus and the Mahdi,
to return and “wipe
away oppression.”
Ahmadinejad’s
pre-occupation with
the coming of the
Mahdi is raising
concerns that a nuclear-armed Islamic
Republic could
trigger the kind of

global conflagration he envisions will set the stage for the
end of the world.
All Iran is buzzing about the
Mahdi and the role Iran and
Ahmadinejad are playing in
his anticipated return. There’s
a new messiah hotline. There
are news agencies especially
devoted to the latest developments.
From WorldNetDaily

Myrrh

Ministries

Supplier of
prophetic
anointing oils
such as
Myrrh, Cedar
and Oil of Joy

Preparing the Bride with
Prepare The Way days for 2007 the fragrances of heaven

This year there will be three Prepare The Way days at our
home church, Mount Zion, in Merrivale – on March 4,
July 22 and November 4.
Peter Pollock will be ministering at the first one, and
we’d love to see you there! What’s more, you’re even
invited to stay for a free braai and fellowship afterwards.
Please phone us for more details on (033) 3307-135.
Prepare the Way

Contact info: Box 2815
Founder: Eunice van der
Montana Park 0159
Merwe, Gospel artist & speaker
083-3207-247
at: seminars, retreats &
mirre@webmail.co.za
functions. Topics:*Meaning of
different oils *The revelation of
www.myrrh.co.za
Myrrh *Pain, the path to God's
or contact Riana at
overflow *The Rock rose, etc
083-3489-859
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The infilling of

the Holy Spirit
from a sermon by D.L. Moody
OW I want this thing clearly
understood. We believe firmly
if any man has been cleansed by the
blood, redeemed by the blood, and
been sealed by the Holy Spirit, that
Holy Spirit dwells in him. And a
thought I want to call your attention
to is this, that God has got a good
many children who have just barely
got life, but not power for service.
You might say safely, I think, without exaggeration, that 19 out of every
20 of professed Christians are of no
earthly account so far as building up
Christ’s kingdom. On the contrary,
they are standing right in the way, and
the reason is because they have just got
life and have settled down, and have
not sought for power. The Holy Spirit
coming upon them with power is
distinct and separate from conversion.
If the Scripture doesn’t teach it I am
ready to correct it.
Let us look and see what God says,
and if you will look in Luke chapter
 you will see that all these 0 years
Christ had been in Nazareth He had
been a son, but now the Holy Ghost
comes upon Him for service, and He
goes back to Nazareth and
finds a place where it is
written: “The Spirit of the
Lord is upon me because He
has anointed me to preach
the Gospel to the poor. He
has sent me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to
the captive, to recover sight to the
blind, and set at liberty those who
are bruised.”
And for three years we find Him
preaching the kingdom of God,
casting out devils, and raising the
dead, while for 0 years that He was
at Nazareth, we hear nothing of Him.
He was a son all the while, but now
He is anointed for service. And if the
Son of God had to be anointed, don’t
His disciples need it, and shouldn’t we

N
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seek it, and should we barely rest with
conversion?
In John :&9, Jesus says, “He who
believes in Me, as the Scripture said,
‘From his innermost being will flow
rivers of living water.’ But this He
spoke of the Spirit, whom those who
believed in Him were to receive; for
the Spirit was not yet given, because
Jesus was not yet glorified.”
Now, do you tell me that Peter and
John and James and the rest of those
men had not been converted at that
time? Had they been three years with
the Son of God and had not been born
of the Spirit? Had not Nicodemus
been born of the Spirit, and had not
men been converted before them? Yes,
but they were saints without power,
and must tarry in Jerusalem until
imbued with power from on high. I
believe we would accomplish more in
one week than we would in years if we
had only this fresh baptism.
It seems to me we have got about
three classes of Christians: the first
class, in John , were those who had
got to Calvary and there
received life.

They believed on the Son and were
saved, and there they rested satisfied.
They did not seek anything higher.
Then in John 4 we come to a better
class of Christians. There it was a well
of living water bubbling up. There
were a few of these, but they are not a
hundredth part of the first.
But the best class is in John : “Out
of his belly shall flow rivers of living
water.” That is the kind of Christian
we ought to be.
A great many think because they
have been fi lled once, they are going
to be full for all time after. But O, my
friends, we are leaky vessels, and have
to be kept right under the fountain all
the time in order to keep full.
If we are to be used by God we have
to be very humble. A man who lives
close to God will be humblest of men.
I heard a man say that God always
chooses the vessel that is close at hand.
Let us keep near Him.

Prepare the Way

